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JOURNAL 



OF THE 



MISSOURI STATE CONVENTION, 



Held in Jefferson City, June, 1868. 



FIRST DAY, 



M0SIDAT9 Jane 15, 1863. 

The Convention met in the Hall of the 
House of Representatiyes at the Capitol in 
the City of Jefferson^ at 10 o'clock a. m ., in 
porsaanoe of the following call of the Gov- 
emor: 

ExBcunYB Dbp't, Jsffkrson City, 
April 15, 1863. 

The subject of Emancipation has now for 
some ti\ne engaged the public mind, and it 
is of the highest importance to the interest 
of the State that some scheme of Emanci- 
pation should be adopted. 

The General Assembly at its late session 
being embarrassed by Constitutional lim- 
itations upon it^ power, failed to adopt any 
measure upon the subject of Emancipation, 
but clearly indicated a wish that the' Con- 
Tention should be called together to take 
action upon the subject. 

Therefore, I, Hamilton R. Gamble, Gov- 
ernor of i^e State of Missouri, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Con- 
vention, do hereby call the said Convention 
to assemble at the Capitol, in the City of 
Jefferson, on the FIFTEENTH DAY OF 
JUNE NEXT, then and there to consult 
and act upon the subject of Emancipation 
of slaves, and such other matters as may be 
connected with the peace and prosperity of 
the State. 



In witness whereof, I have hereto set my 
hand, and caused the Great Seal of the 

^,U^ State to be affixed. Done at Jef- 
< L. 8. > ferson City, the day and year first 

'^^'^ above mentioned. 

By the Governor : H. R. Gamblb. 

M. Olivbb, Sec'y of State. 

The roll was called, and the following 
members answered to their names, viz : 

Messrs. Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge , Bush ^ 
Douglass, Dunn, Flood, Hitchcock, Holt, 
Hough, How, Howell, Leeper, Linton, Mc- 
Clurg, McDowell, McFerran, Norton, Orr, 
Rankins, Ray, Scott, Shanklin, Sheeley, 
Smith of Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Vaa- 
buskirk. Waller, Welch, Woodson, and 
Mr. President — 31. 

There being no quorum present, oh mo- 
tion of Mr. Bogy the Convention adjourned 
until 4} o'clock p. m. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The roll was called, and the following 
members answered to their names, in ad- 
dition to those already present, vii : 

Messrs. Bass, Bast, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Drake, Eitzen, Gantt, Hall of B., Hall of 
R., Henderson, Holmes, Holt, ELidd, Mar- 
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vin, Mataon, Meyer, Morrow, Phillips, 
Ritohej, Ross, Saackelford oi 6t. L., and 
Woolfolk. 

Mr. Hbkdsrson presented the credentials 
of Solomon R. Moxlej as a delegate elect 
from the Second Senatorial District. 

Mr. Smith of St. Louis presented the 
iredentials of Charle« D. Drake as a dele- 
gate elect from the Twenty-ninth Senato- 
rial District. 

Mr. McCluro presented the credentials 
of William Baker as a delegate elect from 
the Twentieth Senatorial District. 

Mr. Graybllt presented the credentials 
of Claudius B. Walker as a delegate from 
the Eighteenth Senatorial District. 

rfr. Stbwart presented the credentials of 
m. J. Duyall as a delegate from the 
Twenty-second Senatorial District. 

Mr. Hough presented the credentials of 
Henry J. Deal as a delegate from the 
Twenty-fifth Senatorial District. 

Mr. Ore presented the credentials of H. 
J. Lindenbower as a delegate from the 
Nineteenth Senatorial District. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the creden- 
tials of each of said delegates were referred 
to a committee of three, consisting of 
Messrs. Phillips, Douglass and Henderson. 

On motion of Mr. H^ll of B., 

Resolvedy That a Committee of three be 
appointed by the Chair to inform the (iov- 
emor of the State that a quorum of this 
Convention is present and prepared to 
receive any communication he may think 
proper to make. 

The Prbsidknt appointed Messrs. Hall of 
B., Bogy and Breckinridge said committee, 
who shortly after reported that the Gov- 
ernor would communicate with the Con- 
vention in writing. 

On motion of Mr. Howill, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this 
body furnish each member with three daily 
newspapers during the sitting of the pres- 
ent session, and that the cost of the same 
be paid as other expenses of this Conven- 
tion. 

The Prbsidrnt laid the following com- 
manication before the Convention : 



Jbffbrson City, June 15, 1863. 
Hon. RoBT. Wilson, 

Prendeiit of the ConvefUion. 
Dear Sir: Mr. Vincent Marmaduke, a 
member elect from the Saline District, hav- 
ing been under military arrest for disloy- 
alty, and now on parole about the city of 
St. Louis, has applied for an extension of 
his parole to the city of Jefferson, for the 
purpose of enabling him to attend the 
present session of the Convention. The 
Commanding General of this military de- 
partment has instructed me to submit the 
matter to the Convention, and if it should 
appear that there is no objection on the 
part of that body to his taking his seat, 
his parole will be extended accordingly. 
Respectfully your oVt servant, 

Jas. 0. Broadhbad, 
Prov. Mar. Gen. ofDepU of Mo* 

On motion of Mr. Foster, 

Resolved, That the Convention now pro- 
ceed to the election of Doorkeeper, Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and Chaplain. 

Nominations for Doorkeeper being in 
order, 

Mr. Scott nominated Mr. C. M. Ward, of 
Cole county. 

Mr. CoMiKGO nominated Mr. W. H.Bates, 
of Cole county. 

Mr. Douglass nominated Mr. T. M. Wins- 
ton, of Cole county. 

Mr. Gravbllt nominated Mr. Fred. Bu- 
ehrle, of Cole county. 

No other nominations having been made, 
the roll was called, when there appeared 

.For Mr. Ward— 9. 
" Mr. Bates— 3. 
« Mr. Winston— 41. 
« Mr. Buehrle— 3. 

Mr. Winston, having received a majority 
of all the votes cast, was declared elected 
Doorkeeper. 

On motion of Mr. Foster, Mr. W. T. Por- 
ter was elected unanimously Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 

On motion of Mr. Flood, Mr. J. A. Welch 
was declared unanimously elected Chap- 
lain. 

Mr. Phillips, from a Special Committee, 
made the following report : 
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To the Han. Robt. Wilson, 

Pfetident of the Convention. 

Sm: The Committee on Credentials, to 
whom were referred various credentials of 
members elected to fill yacancies in the 
CooTention, beg leave to report that they 
have examined the certificates presented 
and find the following gentlemen to be 
prima facie entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, from the Districts named, to- wit : 

William Baker, from the Twentieth Sen- 
atorial District. 

Sol. R. Moxley, from the Second Sena- 
torial District. 

Henry J. Deal, from the Twenty-fifth 
Senatorial District. 

Charles D. Drake, from the Twenty-ninth 
Senatorial District. 

H. J. Lindenbower, from the Nineteenth 
Senatorial District. 

William J. Duvall, from the Twenty- 
secohd Senatorial District. 

Claudius 6. Walker, from the Eighteenth 
Senatorial District. 

Tour committee, therefore, present the 
accompanying resolution, and recommend 
its adoption. John F. Phillips, 

Chairman, 

Resolved, That the following delegates 
elect, holding certificates of election, are 
prima fade entitled to seats in the Conven- 
tion, and that they be admitted accordingly, 
to- wit : 

Wm. Baker, for the Twentieth District. 

Henry J. Deal, for the Twenty-fifth Dis- 
teict. 

Charles D. Drake, for the Twenty-ninth 
District. 

H. J. Lindenbower, for the Nineteenth 
Districts. 

Wm. J. Davall, for the Twenty-second 
District. 

Sol. R. Moxley, for the Second District. 

Claudius B. Walker, for the Eighteenth 
District. 

Which resolution was adopted. 

The following message was received from 
Ae Governor by his Private Secretary, Mr. 
Bailey: 

OmTLBlfSH OF THB CONVINTION ! 

Under the power conferred upon me by 
your body, I have called you together again 



to consult and act upon matters of the high- 
est interest to the State. 

The subject named in the call as that 
which, in my judgment, chiefly demands 
your attention, is that of the ema|icipa- 
tion of slaves. 

In my message to the General Assembly 
I expressed to that body my general views 
upon the subject in this language : 

"Having always lived in States where 
slavery existed, I have had no such preju- 
dice against the institution as is felt and 
expressed by many. But I have long enter- 
tained the opinion that the material inter- 
ests of Missouri would be promoted, and 
her resources would be more rapidly de- 
veloped, by the substitution of free labor 
for slave labor. Entertaining this opinion, 
[ looked to the rapid increase of free popu-^ 
lation and its excess over the slaves as 
sure, in time, and by ordinary laws that 
govern commercial interests, to efi^ect a 
change in our labor system. Taking no 
part in public affairs, I have been content 
to let the whole subject take its natural 
course, without mingling in the discussion x 
which has arisen.** 

"The necessity for action at this time 
grows out of the present condition of the 
country. A great rebellion against our 
Government exists, and its primary object 
is to inaugurate a government in which 
slavery shall be fostered as the controlling 
interest." 

"If the leaders of this rebellion do really 
desire to have our State within their pre- 
tended confederacy, there can be no more 
effectual mode of extinguishing that desire 
than by showing our purpose to clear the 
State ultimately of the institution which 
forms the bond of cement among the rebel- 
lious States.** 

Such being my views, and being bound 
by the Constitution "to recommend to the 
consideration of the General Assembly such 
measures as I should deem necessary and 
expedient,** I suggested to that body a 
scheme of gradual emancipation. The 
General Assembly was prohibited by thai 
Constitution from passing any law for the 
emancipation of slaves without the consent 
of their owners, or without paying them. 
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before such emancipation, a fall equivalent 
for the slaves so emancipated. The pros- 
trated condition of the finances of the 
State rendered it impossible for the State 
to pay the equivalent required by the Con- 
stitution. The certainty of obtaining mo- 
ney from the United States for that purpose 
was not sufficiently clear to form the basis 
of legislative action. The plan I recom- 
mended would have reduced the compen- 
sation required to an insignificant amount; 
an amount which, in fact, might have been 
provided by the State. 

The General Assembly failed to act upon 
the subject. 

The importance of the subject, in its 
relation to all the interests of the State, 
demanded, in my judgment, very speedy 
action by a body capable of finally dispos- 
ing of it, by the adoption of some wise and 
just scheme of emancipation. The Senate 
passed a joint resolution requesting me to 
call the Convention together, and also a 
bill for the election of delegates to a new 
Convention, provided your body should 
not, before the first day of July next, adopt 
a scheme of emancipation. Although nei- 
ther of these measures was acted upon in 
the House of Representatives, yet the 
.friends of emancipation in the House ex- 
hibited the greatest earnestness in endea- 
voring to have the bill which came from 
the Senate acted upon by the House, and 
were only foiled by the application of strin- 
gent parliamentary rules. This action in 
the Assembly gave strength to my own con- 
viction, that you should be called together, 
rather than wait until the Assembly should 
again convene in November next, and then 
initiate measures of emancipation, which 
might require some time before they could 
have effect. 

It is under these circumstances that you 
have been called to assemble, and the sub- 
ject of the emancipation of slaves is com- 
mendefl to your attention, as a subject of 
the highest interest to the State, and in- 
volving questions the most delicate and 
difficult that you can be required to solve. 

I will not undertake the labor of develop- 
ing any scheme and recommending it to 
jou for adoption. The whole subject of 



emancipation is one up^n which the minds 
of men will differ, as they are affected by 
prejudice, or inflamed by passion, or con- 
trolled by reason; and among those who 
favor emancipation under the guidance of 
reason alone, there is such a variety of 
opinions about schemes and the details of 
schemes, that there is no probability of 
any scheme devised by a single mind meet- 
ing with the ready approval of other minds 
in all its details. I will not, therefore, 
undertake the task of recommending any 
given scheme. 

This, however, I may be allowed to say, 
that if a body of intelligent and patriotic 
men will approach the subject with a deep 
conviction that it is of the highest import- 
ance to the State that the subject should 
be disposed of, they will be able to dispose 
of it by agreeing upon some measure, al- 
though it may not, in all its details, be the 
exact expression of the will of any indivi- 
dual who sustains it. 

I will venture to say, farther, that in this, 
as in all other cases in which a State, for 
its own benefit, deprives any of its citizens' 
of property, political morals require that 
the citizen shall be deprived of his rights 
no farther than is necessary to make the 
public benefit certain and secure. While, 
then, emancipation is necessary for the 
public good, the period at which it shall 
be made effectual and complete admits of 
great diversity of opinion. This question 
of time is one on which those who agree in 
respect to the main point can, by mutual 
concession, harmonize their views. 

In my communication made to you at 
your session in June last I submitted to 
you a brief statement of what I had done 
up to that time to put the State in a condi- 
tion of defence, so that she might be pro- 
tected against enemies, external and inter- 
nal. The latter class consisted of bands of 
robbers and assassins, who, scattered over 
the country in smaller or greater numbers, 
made the existing state of war a cover for 
their schemes of plunder and murder. It 
became manifest that the regularly organ- 
ized forces in the service of the United 
States were not as well adapted to the 
work of ridding the country from theM 
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bodies of outlaws as would be a force of 
militia^ organised ihroughout the State, 
ready at all points to detect and destroy 
sach an active and vigilant enemy. The 
fact, too, that the population of the State, 
loyal and disloyal, were so mingled to- 
gether as to render it impossible to distin- 
guish between the friends and the enemies 
of the Government (where there had been 
no public manifestation of the feeling of 
disloyalty), and that such commingling of 
the classes facilitated the operations of 
these hostile bands, and exposed the loyal 
men to their outrages, rendered it neces- 
sary to distinguish the classes from each 
other. To accomplish both these objects, 
it was determined, in consultation with 
Brigadier (now Major) General Schofield, 
then commanding the District of Missouri, 
to organize the entire loyal militia of the 
State. Accordingly an order was issued, 
requiring the organization of ihe militia 
of the State, " for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the bands of. guerrillas,'' and commit- 
ting the work of organization to General 
Schofield, who was a Brigadier of State 
Militia as well as a Brigadier of United 
States Volunteers. Under his direction 
the organization proceeded with great ra- 
pidity, and soon a large force was prepared 
to take part in the defence of the State and 
in protecting its loyal citizens. The pro- 
cess of organisation had the immediate 
effect, too, of drawing the lines between 
loyal and disloyal citizens, and of giving 
confidence to loyal men as they became 
organized and armed and acquainted with 
their strength. This measure has been of 
incalculable benefit to the State, in pre- 
serving its loyal inhabitants from the dep- 
redations of marauding bands, in prevent- 
ing the formation of such bands, and in 
pursuing and breaking them up when form- 
ed. And in battle with an organized enemy, 
as at Springfield and other places, the en- 
rolled militia have shown that Western 
tern troops, although they may be raw, 
have a daring enterprise, a reckless cour- 
age, which, with other people, is the result 
of the result of long training and discipline. 
Yet there are persons who speak against 
tke enrolled militia, and Inake accusations 



against them of disloyalty. It may be true 
that the anxiety of officers, when forming 
regiments to swell the number and appa- 
rent strength of their commands, may have 
caused them to admit into their ranks some 
disloyal men. Such conduct was in direct 
violation of the orders issued by General 
Schofield, and of orders issued from the 
headquarters of the State. Wheft the rolls 
of companies were deposited in the office 
of the Adjutant General there was no means 
of ascertaining the loyalty or disloyalty of 
the men ; all had been sworn alike, and, if 
the officer had really obeyed orders, all were 
loyal, and therefore the organizations were 
recognized. That any considerable portion 
of the enrolled militia are disloyal, is not 
to be believed, when we see the alacrity 
with which they take the field, endure 
hardships and engage in battle. That 
some of them have been disorderly and 
lawless, committing gross' outrages, may 
be admitted ; but this will be the case with 
all troops in the field, unlesa they are re- 
strained by their officers, and many officers 
of the militia have not acquired the habit 
of command. 

Ever since the enterprise of opening the 
navigation of the Mississippi has been in 
progress there has been a constant drain of 
United States forces from this State, and, 
at the time of ordering the enrollment of 
the militia, the United States force within 
the State was so much reduced, that its 
weakness was a strong reason for making 
the enrollment, so that the militia might be 
used for defence. The demand for troops 
to be sent South has ever since continued, 
and those who knew the object and felt 
that the opening of the navigation of o.ur 
river was of the greatest importance to us, 
have felt willing to see all troops go who 
could be spared. 

On the 18th of December last I received 
from the President a dispatch in this lan- 
guage: 

^^ It is represented to me that the enroll^ 
militia alone would now maintain law and 
order in all the counties of your State north 
of the Missouri river ; if so, all other forces 
there might be removed south of the river, 
or out of the State* Please post yourself 
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and giTe me yoar opinion upon this snb- 
ject.'* 

To this dispatch I replied, that if the 
Govemment would pay and maintain the 
force, I would undertake the work, and 
would call out no more men than neces- 
sary ; that the removal of other troops 
would promote rather than hinder success. 

After waiting for some time, I explained 
my plan to Major Gen'l Curtis, commanding 
the department, who objected that it would 
be too expensive. Knowing that the whole 
district of country referred to by the Presi- 
dent had in it but one regiment of cavalry 
and a part of a regiment of infantry, and 
that Union men entertained strong appre- 
hensions for their safety, I determined to 
carry out my plan without further delay. 
On the 3d of February last I instructed the 
Brigadier General commanding the north- 
eastern portion of the State to detail twen- 
ty-four companies of approved loyalty and 
efficiency, with the requisite number of offi- 
cers, and form them into two regiments; 
the force *^ to be used to repress any at- 
tempts at insurrection, and to prevent any 
combinations against the Government, and 
to maintain the laws of the State.'^ Simi- 
lar instructions have been given to the other 
Brigadiers ; and now there are nine such 
regiments formed and being formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the State. In the meantime,- 
the strength ef the United States volunteer 
force in the State is being rapidly reduced 
by the demand for reinforcements to be 
sent to the army before Vicksburg, and we 
are approaching the condition in which we 
are to defend ourselves against enemies 
without as well as within the State. I am 
confident, however, that the State militia, 
organized under the arrangement which I 
made with the President in November, 1861, 
and the regiments of enrolled militia form- 
ed by the details just mentioned, will be 
able, with occasional help from the mass 
of the enrolled militia, to defend us against 
any enemy who is likely to approach our 
borders. 

The promptitude with which the militia 
take the field was exhibited a shoRt time 
since, when a Confederate force, coming 
f roki Arkansas, made a raid into the south- 



eastern portion of the State, producing 
considerable agitation. Major General 
Curtis applied to me to call nine regiments 
into service. Orders were immediately 
dispatched to the Brigadiers from whose 
commands the men were wanted, and in a 
few days the whole force was on the march. 

Although orders have been obtained from 
Washington for clothing, equipping and 
subsisting the militia in active service, our 
self-defence imposes a great expense in 
paying the men. But there can be no doubt 
that the United States will reimburse the 
State for all her outlay. In fact, the pro- 
vision already made for clothing and sub- 
sisting the men is an acknowledgment that 
they are rendering service for which the 
United States ought to pay. 

In order that the whole military force 
may be most eflBcient, it has been judged 
best to place the militia in active service 
under the command of Major General Scho- 
field, the Commanding General of the de- 
partment, who is an educated and talented 
officer, interested in Missouri, and anxious 
for her peace and prosperity, and having no 
other ambition than to serve his country. 

And now, gentlemen of the Convention, 
you can see from this statement, taken in 
connexion with the communication made 
to you at your session in last June, what 
has been done to place the State in an atti- 
tude of defence against all the enemies 
which the rebellion has brought against 
her. She has met every call for troops 
which the Government of the United States 
has made upon her. She has raised ten 
thousand men for her own defence, to 
serve during the war. She has organized 
her entire loyal militia, and has called 
them into the field at such times and in 
such numbers as the protection of her peo- 
ple has demanded. She is now putting 
nine regiments into more permanent ser- 
vice, with every expense, except pay, borne 
by the United States, and all the militia in 
service are under the command of the Ma- 
jor General of the department. 

So far as any apprehension may be felt 
of any formidable invasion from the South, 
I regard it as groundless. The armies of 
the Union have carried the war far Soath 
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of US, anci we are in daily expeotation that 
Yioksburg^ the great stronghold of Western 
rebellion^ will yield to our arms^ and that 
the navigation of the Mississippi will be 
opened to ns. When this is accomplished^ 
when oar flag shall be borne all along the 
Mississippi, there can be no war of magni- 
tude on the western side of the riyer ; the^e 
can be no reflux of the tide of war over our 
State, and the great labor which we have 
undertaken for Missouri, of holding her up- 
right and safe as a member of the Union, 
will be completed, and you will feel and I 
will feel that the two years of care and anxi- 
ety which we have passed in her service will 
have their reward in the consciousness that 
oar labors have not been in vain. And if 
at your present session some judicious 
teheme of emancipation shall be adopted 
that will rapidly bring within her borders 
the crowds of the energetic and enterpris- 
ing who seek Western homes, you will soon 
see her desolated homes rebuilt, her war- 
stricken fields again teeming with the rich 
products of her fertile soil, her mines pour- 
ing forth their wealth, her mechanic arts 
again flourishing, her institutions of learn- 
ing filled with her blooming children, her 
eredit as a State restored, and prosperity 
t and happiness will reign throughout her 
borders. 

The security of the State from any 
further attempts to bind her to the Con- 
federacy of the revolted States, will be an 
appropriate occasion for us to lay down 
the power which has been conferred upon 
VLB, and which we have wielded for the 
benefit of the State and of the Union. A 
measure of emancipation is to be regarded 
as a measure contributing to that security. 

There is one other measure for which 
there appears to exist a great necessity. 

In such a contest as has occurred within 
this State, feelings of revenge have arisen 
and have embittered the contest, and this 
feeling has often had expression in lawless 
aets of those who were in military service. 
The murderous warfare of the guerrilla and 
the bushwhacker has provoked to retalia- 
tion upon those who were supposed to 
eoontenance their atrocities ; and the ex- 
ereiae of this retaliatory vengeanoe has 



been left to the judgment or mere caprice 
of squads of soldiers. While the summary 
execution of men found in arms in these 
bands of miscreants is justified by the laws 
of war, it becomes altogether a different 
question whether a man shall be shot down 
in his field and his house be burned, upon 
the suspicion of a squad of soldiers that he 
is a secessionist or a rebel, or that he 
favors the guerrilla^ It is too easy to 
cover up a desire for vengeance, or a love 
of plunder, or a general thirst for blood, 
by this off-hand denunciation and execu- 
tion. Besides, this license has the effect 
of utterly demoralizing the troops who ^in- 
dulge it. 

I submit to you, therefore, the propriety 
of providing for the establishment of some 
tribunal, civil or military, for the trial of 
persons belonging to such armed bands of 
guerrillas or bushwhackers, or furnishing 
them with information or assistance, so 
that the trial shall be prompt and the pun- 
ishment adequate. This recommendation 
is founded upon the idea that these persons 
are not to be treated as persons engaged in 
war, but mere enemies of the human race ; 
and it has the greater force, if we regard 
the probability that such bands will exist 
here even after the authority ,of the Gov- 
ernment has been completely established 
over the revolted States. They are not 
collections of men against whom proceed- 
ings are to be had by a Sheriff with hit 
posse, nor upon a warrant from a Justioa 
of the Peace, nor upon an indictment found 
in the particular county in which a murder 
or a robbery has been perpetrated. They 
would laugh at such proceedings. They 
must be acted upon by a tribunal that pro- 
ceeds differently from our civil courts* 
Suppose, as an illustration of the idea, that 
the leader calls himself a Confederate offi- 
cer ; we don't propose to deal with him as 
a Confederate officer, but as a person who 
is leading a band of robbers and murderen 
against the peaceable people of Missouri. 
I think the establishment of such tribunals 
would be the foundation of a proper re- 
straint upon soldiers, by taking away all 
excuse for punishment by them, except in 
the single case of punishing men actually 
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, taken in arms, and it would have a better 
effect in restraining those who are tempted 
to join such bands when they discover cer- 
* tain but regular punishment before them. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, as this is 
probably the last time you will assemble, 
it may not be inappropriate to refer to the 
different steps which have been taken in 
the process of upholding the authority of 
the Federal Government in Missouri. 

At your first session, held in St. Louis, 
the utterances in your body that favored 
disunion were greeted with applause in the 
crowded lobby, and within two squares of 
the building in which your session was 
held was the headquarters of the minute- 
men, a treasonable organization, boldly in 
the face of day flaunting a flag which was 
the emblem of their disloyalty. You re- 
solved against secession and separated. 

Treason made rapid progress, its emis- 
saries being active through the State. War 
against the Federal Government was in- 
augurated, and the State authorities became 
committed to it. The zeal and energy of 
an assailing party, turning every occurrence 
to their own account, and misrepresenting 
every act of the Government, swelled the 
ranks of the disaffected until, with impu- 
nity, the most opprobrious epithets were 
freely bestowed upon those who remained 
faithful to their allegiance. 

In July, 1861, you again assembled, and 
meeting the crisis with firmness you de- 
posed the State Government then in being, 
and inaugurated the Provisional Govern- 
ment on the last day of that month. You 
revived a militia law that had been origi- 
nally designed for hoUiday parades. 
Believing that many had been led into 
treason by the persistent misrepresenta- 
tion of the purposes of the tlnion party, I 
issued a proclamation on the 4th of August, 
designed to correct the wrong impressions 
which had been made, and, with consent of 
the President, offered an amnesty to those 
who would return to their allegiance. 

On the 10th of that month the disastrous 
battle of Wilson's Creek was fought, and 
General Lyon fell. 1 had done my utmost, 
by application in writing and in person, to 
have him reinforced j consternation spread 



everywhere among the Union men. The 
secessionists were buoyant and confident. 
Many of your members became fugitives 
from their homes. Here, in the capital of 
the State, men of firmness and sense were 
uneasy because of the armed guard of the 
Penitentiary, which was entirely tinder the 
control of the secessionists. This latter 
class, here, in the confident expectation of 
success, were sure of speedily driving away 
the Provisional Government. The call for 
troops made on the 24th of August, and 
the efforts made to arm and equip them, 
have been stated to you in former commu- 
nications. Complaints that came to the 
Executive were all complaints of outrages 
perpetrated on Union men. The offices of 
the State were nearly all in the hands of 
enemies of the Government. The prospects 
of success were still on their side. An 
election had been provided for to take 
place in November to fill the executive 
offices which you vacated in July. It be- 
came apparent that if such election Vas 
attempted the voice of the Union men would 
be drowned, and the State would come 
under the sway of the secessionists. You 
were called to meet in October. 

At your meeting in October you made 
provision for vacating the offices held by 
disloyal men, by requiring an oath of alle- 
giance from office-holders. You provided a 
more efficient military law. You postponed 
the election of executive officers until the 
general election in August, 1862, and you 
offered an amnesty to rebels on conditions. 

As time advanced and the Union men 
became better organized, and the military 
strength greater, and as the Confederate 
forces were driven out of the State, the 
hopes of the secessionists became dimin- 
ished, and when the enrollment of the loyal 
militia was made, then came in the com- 
plaints of wrongs sustained by the enemies 
of the Government. The power had 
changed hands, and those who had been 
free in denouncing the Government had 
come to regard it as quite endurable. Still 
there was cherished in many breasts a 
strong antipathy to its rule. Circumstan- 
ces seemed to require that you should again 
assemble in June, 1862, and at your session 
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at that time you determined to guard 
against tho possibility of having a disloyal 
State Government. You provided that all 
who exercised the eleoiive franchise should 
take an oath for their future loyalty, and 
that no person should be elected to office 
until he Lad taken oath that he had not 
been in arms nor aided those in arms 
against the Government. This was a pre- 
caution deemed necessary to prevent the 
power of the State, in elective offices, from 
falling into the hands of those who were 
enemies of the Government. Tou changed 
the time of general elections from August 
to November, and you postponed the elec- 
tion of executive officers until the regular 
election for such officers in 1864. 

From this point of your action the spirit 
of the rebellion in the State may be said to 
be broken. That there are those who still 
cherish animosity against the Federal and 
State Government I am sure, and that there 
are those who cordially hate Union men I 
have occasion to know ', that this spirit will 
exhibit itself in occasional outrages and in 
the collection of bands of outlaws, I do not 
doubt. But I think there will be no organ- 
ised force of rebels, of any magnitude, 
again assembled in the State. 

Thas I am led to the conclusion that by 
patient, persevering action, the State of 
Missouri has been preserved from falling 
into the crime of rebelling against the 
Federal Government, and that she is now 
prepared to entdr upon a new career of 
prosperity. 

And now, gentlemen of the Convention, 
I regard this as a suitable time to do what 
I have long contemplated. 

MThen, on the Slst of July, 1861, you 
chose me to exercise the executive functions 
of the State, you will remember that 1 
undertook the task with the greatest re- 
luctance, and only after the most earnest 
persaasioD. I will i^ot repeat the language 
in which 1 expressed to you my unwilling- 
neM to hold the office. It is sufficient for 
me to say that a sense of my responsibility 
to God and my oountry alone had influence 
with me. The office has never, at any 
sobeeqaent period, been more desirable to 
me than it was the day I assumed the 



position, and I have waited for the timo to 
come when I could conscientiously say that 
I had performed all you asked me to 
undertime. When I was chosen to the 
office, the only question which engaged our 
attention was, whether the status of Mis- 
souri as a State in the Union could be 
preserved ; whether our rights as citizens 
of the United States could be protected 
against those who sought to bind us to the 
Confederacy of the revolted States. I re- 
gard such questions as settled. 

The storm of regular war has passed far 
to the South. Adequate means to repress 
the outlaws who remain have been provi- 
ded. Missouri is in no danger of being 
involved in the fortune and fate of the 
States in rebellion. Union men regard all 
such danger as past. They are now en- 
gaged in bitter disputes among themselves 
upon questions of internal policy. Thej 
evidently consider the war for the Union as 
over in Missouri, and that what of trouble 
remains does not require them to be at 
peace among themselves. 

I was not chosen to office to take part in 
questions of mere internal policy, except 
so far as they might be connected with the 
relations of Missouri to the Union. 

I feel, then, that the service you required 
of me has been rendered, and that there is 
no further demand upon me to continue the 
sacrifice of my own tastes and interests. 

I announce to you, therefore, that I 
resign the office of Governor, to take effect 
upon the last day of your present session. 
I presume your adjournment will be sins 
die, and I desire my official career to ter- 
minate with yours. Moreover, the gentle- 
man who succeeds me, and who knows 
nothing of my present act, will require a 
few days to become acquainted with the 
condition of the of&ce. 

I propose, gentlemen, to take my seat in 
your body, (of which I am still a member,) 
in order that I may render any assistance 
in my power in maturing and adopting such 
measures as you may attempt for the good 
of the State. 

And now, gentlemen, J tender you my 
acknowledgments for the confidence yoa 
have ever manifested and the support yon 
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hare ever afforded me in the arduoas duties 
of the position in which you placed me. 
Tear labors have, under the direction of a 
kind Providence, been of infinite yalue to 
the State, and you and I can with assured 
- confidence commit its destiny to His future 
guidance. U. R. Gamble. 

Mr. McFbrran moved that the message be 
laid on the table and 10,000 copies be print- 
ed for the use of the Convention. Adopted. 

Mr. Drakb offered the following resolu- 
tions, and asked that the consideration of 
them bo postponed up til to-morrow : 

Resolved, That it is expedient that an 
ordinance should be passed by this Con- 
vention providing as follows : 

Ist. For the emancipation of all slaves in 
ibis State on the first day of January, A. D. 
1864. 

dd. For the perpetual prohibition of ne- 
gro slavery in this State from and after 
that date. 

Sd. For a system of apprenticeship of the 
•laves so emancipated for such period as 
may be sufficient to avoid any serious in- 



convenience to those interests with which 
the slave labor is connected, and prepare 
emancipated blacks for complete freedom. 

4th. For submitting said ordinance to a 
vote of the people, for their ratification, on 
the first Monday of August next. 

Mr. Orr objected, and moved their refer- 
ence to a Committee of nine. 

Mr. Hall of B., by leave of the Conven- 
tion, made a report from the Special Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the communi- 
cation from Col. Jas. 0. Broadhead, Provost 
Marshal Qeneral of the Department of the 
Missouri. 

Mr. Drake of St. Louis moved to pass 
over the report informally. Decided in the - 
negative. 

Mr. Breokinridoe, on leave, introduced 
an ordinance entitled ^^An Ordinance to 
provide for certain amendments to the 
Constitution, and for the emancipation of 
slaves,'* which was read. v 

Pending the motion to refer the resolu- 
tions of Mr. Drake of St. Louis, 

On motion of Mr. McFerran, the Con- 
vention adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing, at 9 o'clock. 



SECOND DAY. 



TuBSDAT Morning, June 16, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Welch. 

Mr. Hall of R. moved the previous ques- 
tion on agreeing to the report of the Special 
Committee to whom was referred the com- 
munication of Col. Jas. 0. Broadhead, Pro- 
vost Marshal Qeneral. 

The question being, ^^ Shall the main 
question be now put V^ it was decided in 
the negative by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes having been called for by Mr. 
Stewart: 

Ate8 — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, 
Bridge, Comin|^, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Dunn, Flood, Gantt, Hall of B., 
Hall of R., Hough, Howell, Matson, Mc- 
Forrasi Norton, Orr, Ray, Rots, Shackel- 



ford of St. L., Sheeley, Smith of L., Waller, 
Vanbuskirk, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. 
President— 31. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, BueL, Drake of St. L., Eitjen, 
Foster, Grafelly, Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Holt, How, Jackson, Johnson, 
Kidd, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, Mar- 
vin, McClurg. McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, 
Moxley, Phillips, Rankin, Ritchey, Scott, 
Shanklin, Smith of St. L., Stewart, and 
Walke^-33. 

Mr. Smith of St. Louis offered an ordi- 
nance entitled ^<An ordinance for the 
emancipation of slaves.'^ 

Mr. Henderson offered the following aub- 
stitute for the resolution of Mr. Orr raising 
a Committee of nine, which was adopted : 

Eeiolvedf That a Committee of nine niem- 
bers, one to be selected from each Congrea- 
•ional district, be elected by the Conren- 
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tinn, to be called the Committee on Eman- 
cipation^ to which all pending ordinances, 
ADd all hereafter to be presented on the 
sabjeet of emancipation, shall stand re- 
ferred ; and any project of emancipation in 
the form of an ordinance shall be present- 
ed and stand referred to said committee, 
and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of Buchanan, the 
CoDTention adjourned until half-past 2 
o'clock r. M. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The CouTontion met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The Prksipent laid before the Conven- 
tion a communication from the Hon. W. S. 
Moselej, Auditor of Public Accounts, on 
the subject of establishing a State agency 
for the collection of bounty, back pay, &e., 
dae the soldiers from this State, which was 
read, and, on motion, referred to commit- 
tee consisting of Messrs. Grayelly, Holt, 
ilcDowell, Foster, and Phillips. 

Mr. McClurg oflTered the following reso- 
lotion, which was adopted : 

Resolvedy That J. Delahay be appointed 
one of the pages of the Convention. 

Nominations for members of the Commit- 
tee on Emancipation being in order, 

Mr. Hall of B. nominated Mr. Gamble 
as the Committeeman from the First Dis- 
trict, who was declared unanimously 
elected. 

For the Second Dutrict : 
Mr. Rankin nominated M r. Bush. 
Bfr. Duvall nominated Mr. Pomeroy. 
Mr. Bpsh nominated Mr. Eitzen. 
ike roll having been called, there ap- 
peared 
f For Mr. Bush— 45. 

' « Mr. Eitsen— 1. 

" Mr. Pomeroy — 17. 
Members voting for Mr. Bush were^ 
Messrs. Baker, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broad- 
head, Bridge, Comingo, Doniphan, Doug- 
lass, Drake of St. L., Dunn, Eitzen, Gantt, 
Poster, Gravelly, Hall of B., Hall of R., 
Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, 
Jackson, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, McDow- 
ell, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, Phillips, Rankin, 
Kitehey, Scott, Shackelford of St. L., Smith 



of L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, Yanbuskirk, 
Walker, and Mr. President — 45. 

For Mr. Pomeroy — Messrs. Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Bush. Deal, Duvall, Drake of M., 
Flood, Hougn, Howell, Matson, MoFerran, 
Norton, Rav, Sheeley, Waller, Woodson, 
and Woolfolk— 17. 

For Mr. Eitzen— Mrj gush, 1. 

Mr. Bush having received a majority of I 
all the votes cast, was declared duly elected. | 
For the Third District : 

Mr. Lbbpsr nominated Mr. Bogy, who, on 
motion of Mr. Leeper, was declared unani- 
mously elected. 
For the Fourth DistHct : 

Mr. McDowell nominated Mr. Gravelly. 

Mr. Hall of B. nominated Mr. Ritchey, 

The roll having been called, there ap- 
peared 

For Mr. Gravelly— 31. 
" Mr. Ritchey- 33. 

Members voting for Mr. Gravelly were — 
Messrs. Baker, Bogv, Breckinridge, Bridge, 
Broadhead, Bush, brake of St. L., Eitien, 
Foster, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, How, Jackson. Leeper, Lindenbower, 
Linton, Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, M«- 
Ferran, Meyer, Rankin, Ritchey, Scott, 
Shackelford of St. L., Smith of St. L., 
Stewart, Vanbuskirk, and Walker — 31. 

For Mr. Ritchey — Messrs. Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Comingo, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Flood, Gantt, 
Gravelly, Hall of B., Hall of R., Hough, 
Howell, Johnson, Kidd, Matson, Morrow, 
Norton, Orr, Phillips, Ray> I^^^ss, Shank- 
lin, Sheeley, Smith of L., Waller, Woodsop, 
Woolfolk, and Mr. President— 33. 

Mr. Ritchey, having received a majority 
of all the votes cast, was declared duly 
elected. 
For the Fifth DistHct : 

Mr. Douglass nominated Mr. Phillips. 

Mr. Gravelly nominated Mr. McClurg. 

The roll having been called, there ap- 
peared 

For Mr. Phillips— 40. 
« Mr. McClurg— 25. 

Members voting for Mr. Phillips were — 
Messrs. Bast, Birch, Comingo, Deal, Du- 
vall, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., 
Dunn, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Hall of B., 
Hall of R., Holmes, Hough, Howell, Jack- 
son, Johnson, Kidd, Matson, McClurg, Mo- 
Ferran, Moxley, Norton, Orr, Rankin, Ray, 
Ritchey, Ross, Shackelford of St. L., Shank- 
lin, Sheeley, Smith of L., Smith of St. L., 
Vanbuskirk, Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
and Mr. President— 40. 
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For Mr. McCIurg — Messrs. Baker, Bast, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Bridge, Broadhead, 
Drake of St. L., Eitwii, Gravelly, Hender- 
son, Hitchcock, Holt, How, Isbell, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, McDowell, 
Myer, Morrow^ Phillips, Scott, Stewart, and 
Walker— 25. 

Mr. Phillips, having received a majority 
of all the votes cast, was declared duly 
elected. 
For the Sixth District : 

Mr. Dfnn nominated Mr. Birch. 

Mr. Marvin nominated Mr. Comingo. 

The roll having been called, there ap- 
peared , 

For Mr. Birch— 18. 
'* Mr. Comingo — 45. 

Members voting for Mr. Birch were — 
Messrs. Bass, Bast, Comingo, Deal, Duvall, 
Doniphan, Drake of M., Dunn, Flood, 
Hough, Malson, Norton, Orr, Ray, Ross, 
Waller, Woodson, and Mr. President — 18. 

For Mr. Comingo — Messrs. Baker, Birch, 
Bogv, Breckinridge, Bridge, Broadhead, 
Busn, Douglass. Drake of St. L., Eitzen, 
Foster, Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of B., Hall of 
R., Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
How, Isbell, Jackson, :iohnjson, Kidd, Lee- 
per, Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, Mc- 
CIurg, McDowell, McFerran, Mey^r, Mor- 
row, Moxley, Phillips, Rankin, Ritchey, 
Scott, Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, 
Smith of L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, 
Vanbuskirk, and Walker— 45. 

Mr. Comingo, having received a majori- 
ty of all the votes cast, was declared duly 
elected. 
For the Seventh District : 

Mr. Vanbuskirk nominated Mr. Hall of B. 

Mr. Drakb of St. Louis nominated Mr. 
Stewart. 

The roll having been oalled, there ap- 
peared 

For Mr. Hall-40. 
« Mr. Stewart— 26. 

Member voting for Mr. Hall of B. were — 
, Messrs. Bass, Bast, Birch, Broadhead, Co- 
mingo, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Douglass, 
Drake of M., Dunn, Flood, Hall of R., Hen- 
derson, Hough, Howell, Jackson, Johnson, 
Kidd, Marvin, Matson, McFerran, Moxley, 
Norton, Orr, Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, 
Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, 
Smith of L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Waller, 
Woodson, Woolf oik, and Mr. President — 40. 

For Mr. Stewart — Messrs. Baker, Bogy, 
Bn^g, Breckinridge, Bridge, Bu^h* Drake 
of St. L., Eitaen, Foster, Ganll, Gravelly, 
Hall of B., Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Isbell, 
Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, McClurg, 



McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Phillips, Scott, 
Smith of St. L., and Walker— 26. 

Mr. Hall, having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was duly elected. 
For the Eighth District : 

Mr. Smitm of L. n(Mninated Mr. Hall of R. 

Mr. Shanklin nominated Mr. Smith of L. 

Mr. Hall of B. nominated Mr. Foster. 

The roll having been oalled, there ap- 
peared 

For Mr. Hall of R.— 35, 
" Mr. Foster- 26. 
« Mr. Smith of L.— 5. 

Members voting for Mr. Hall of R. were 
— Messrs. Bass, Bast, Birch, Comingo, 
Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Douglass, Drako 
of M., Dunn, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Hall of 
B., Holmes, Hough, Howell, Isbell, Kidd, 
Matson, McFerran, Moxley, Norton, Orr, 
Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Shackelford of St. L., 
Vanbuskirk, Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
and Mr. President — 35. 

For Mr. Foster — ^Messrs. Baker, Bogy, 
Broadhead, Bridge, Bush, Drake of St.L., 
Eitzen, Gravelly, Hitchcock, Holt, How, 
Jackson, Johnson, Leeper, Lindenbower, 
Linton, Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, Mey- 
er, Morrow, Phillips, Scott, Smith of St. L., 
Stewart, and Walker— 26. 

For Mr. Smith of L. — ^Messrs. Breckin- 
ridge, Hall, of R., Henderson, Rankin, and 
Shanklin — 5. 

For the Ninth District : 

Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. Moxley. 

Mr. Drake of St. L. nominated Mr. Hen- 
ders<m. 

Mr. Flood nominated Mr. Howell. 

The roll having been called, there ap- 
peared 

For Mr. Moxley— 5. 
" Mr. Henderson — 42. 
'f Mr. Howell— 16. 

Members voting for Mr. Moxley were 
— Messrs. Broadhead, Henderson, Howell, 
Smith of L., and Mr. President — 5. 

For Mr. Henderson— Messrs. Baker, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Sufibf Comingo, 
Douglass, Drake. Litzen, Foster, Gantt, 
Gravelly, Hall of B., Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, How, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Kidd, 
Linton, Lindenbower, Leeper, Marvin, Mc- 
Clurg, McDowell, McFerran, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Moxley, Phillips, Rankin, Ritchev, 
Ross, Scott, Shackelford of St. L., Shank- 
lin, Smith of St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, 
and Walker— 42. 

For Mr. Howell — ^Messrs. Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Drake of 
M., Dunn, Flood, Hough, Matoon, Norton, 
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OiT, Ray, Sheelej, Waller, and Woodson 
—16. 

Mr. Henderson, having received a majori- 
ty of all the votes cast, was declared doly 
elected. 

Mr. Douglass introduced an ordinance 
entitled ^^ An ordinance for the abolition 
of slavery in Missouri,^* which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Emanci- 
pation. 

Mr. Foster ^introduced an ordinance en- 
titled '*An ordinance to provide for the 
emancipation of slaves in the State of Mis- 
souri ;'^ read and referred to the Committee 
on Emancipation. 

Mr. Hitchcock introduced a series of re- 



solutions on the subject of emancipation, 
which were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Emancipation. 

Mr. Drake of St. L. called up the reso- 
lutions introduced by him on the subject 
of emancipation, when, on motion of Mr. 
Hall of R., they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Emancipation. 

Mr. Birch introduced a resolution on the 
subject of emancipation, which was referred 
on his motion to the Committee on Eman- 
cipation. 

On motion of Mr. Hough, the Convention 
adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock. 



THIBD DAY. 



Wkdnbsday Morning, June 17, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the 
Chaplain, Mr. Welch. 

On motion of Mr. Boor, the reading of 
the journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Linton offered a series of resolutions 
on the subject of emancipation, which were 
read and referred to the Committee on 
Emancipation. 

Mr. Robert T. Prbwitt of Howard county 
came forward, presented his credentials as 
delegate representing the Sixth Senatorial 
District, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
expulsion of Sterling Price, was sworn in 
by Hon. W. M. Smallwood, and took his 
seat as a member of this Convention. 

Mr. Smith 0. Schofield, delegate elect 
from the Twelfth District, came forward, 
presented his credentials as such to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation 
of R. W. Donnell, was sworn in by Hon. 
W. M. Smallwood, and took his seat as a 
member. 

Mr. EiTZBN, on leave, introduced ^^ An 
ordinance making the offices of Governor, 
Lieutenant Qovemor, a&d all State offices, 
elective on the first Monday in August, 
1863. 



Mr. Drake of St. L. moved to lay the 
ordinance on the table, print the same and 
make it the special order for to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Hall of B. called for a division of 
the question, when, oti motion of Mr. Hall 
of R., the ordinance was laid on the table 
by the following vote, the ayes and noes 
being called for by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — ^Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Cal- 
houn, Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, DuvaU, 
Frayser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., 
Hough, Howell, Jamison, Johnson, Long, 
Matson, McFerran, Moxley, Norton, Phu- 
lips, Prewitt, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Say re, 
Snackelford of H., Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith 
of L., Vanbuskirk, Waller, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President — 41. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Bogy, Breckin- 
ridge, Broadhead, Bridge , Bush , Gravelly, 
Jackson, Kidd, Leeper, Linton, Marvin, 
McClurg, McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, 
Pomeroy, Rankin, Ritchey, Schofield,. 
Scott, Shackelford of St. L., Smith of 8U 
L., Stewart, and Walker — 35. 

Absent — Mr. Birch. 

Sick — ^Mr. How. 

Excused from voting — Mr. Hall of B. 

Mr. Hall of R. called up the report and 
resolution presented by him as chairman 
of the Special Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the communication from the Provost 
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Marshal General in relation to Vincent 
Marmaduke. 

Mr. Foster moYed to lay the report and 
resolution on the table, which motion was 
decided in the negative by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Drake of St. Louis : 

Atbs — Messrs. Baker,Bogy, Deal, Drake 
of St. L., Duvall, Eitzen, Foster, Gam- 
ble, Holt, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, 
Leeper, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, McDow- 
ell, Meyer, Morrow, Rankin, Schofield, 
Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., and Walker 
—26. 

Nobs — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Breckinridge, Bridge, Bush^ Cal- 
houn, Cayce, Oomingo, D on ipEan/ Doug- 
lass, Drake of M., Dunn, Frayser, Flood, 
Gantt, Gorin, Hall of B., Hall of R., Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Hough, How- 
ell, Kidd, Long, Matson, McFerran, Moxley, 
Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 
Shackelford of St. L., Shackelford of H., 
Sheeley, Smith of St. L., Stewart, Vanbus- 
kirk, \VRller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. 
President — 50. 

The resolution is as follows : 

Resolvedf That the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral be requested not to interpose obstacles 
to Mr. y. Marmaduke's attendance in this 
Convention. 

Mr. Hitchcock offered the following 
amendments, which were accepted by the 
committee: 

Amend by adding : ** And that the Gen- 
eral commanding this department be re- 
qaested to communicate to this body the 
reasons for the arrest of Mr. Marmaduke, 
and the grounds upon which he stands 
charged with disloyalty. 

** 2d. That due inquiry bo made by this 
body as to the conduct and declarations of 
Mr. Vincent Marmaduke touching his loy- 
alty to the Government, with a view to such 
action thereon as the facts may appear to 
demand. '^ 

Ii|r. BRECKiNRinai offered the following 
substitute for the resolutions : 

Resolvedy In answer to the communica- 
tion of the Provost Marshal General, that 
the Convention has no desire, upon the facts 
as yet laid before this body, that Mr. Vin- 
cent Marmaduke should be prevented by 
the military from attending its sessions if, 



in the judgment of the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the Department, there be no military 
reason requiring it. 

•Resolvedy That it is due to the proper 
dignity of this Convention that investiga- 
tion should be had forthwith into the 
question as to whether Mr. Vincent Marma- 
duke has been guilty of such conduct as to 
require his expulsion, and therefore a 
Committee of three shall be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into the 
facts and report the result to this body 
without delay. 

Mr. Howell moved to amend the substi- 
tute of Mr. Breckinridge by striking out the 
second resolution, which was agreed to by 
the following vote, the ayes and noes 
having been demanded by Mr. Drake of St. 
Louis : • 

Ayes — ^Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Birch, Bridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Frayser, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Hall of R., 
Henderson, Hough, Howell, Long, Matson, 
McFerran, Norton, Orr, Prewitt, Rjtchey, 
Ross, Sayre, Schofield, Shackelford of H., 
Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Waller, Woodson, and 
Woolfolk— 39. 

Nats — Messrs. Bogy, Breckinridge, ^Ufih^ 
Comingo, Doniphan, Drake of St. L., Eit- 
len. Gamble, Gravelly, Hall of B., Hitch- 
cock, Holmes, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, 
Johnson, Leener, Linton, Marvin, McClure, 
McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Moxley, Phil- 
lips, Pomeroy, Rankin, Rowland, Scott, 
Shanklin, Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Walker, 
and Mr. President — 34. 

Mr. Drake of St. Louis moved to lay the 
whole matter on the table, which was de- 
cided in the negative by the following vote, 
Mr. Drake of St. L. having demanded the 
ayes and noes : 

Ate8 — Messrs. Bogy, Bridge. Drake of 
St. L., Eitzen, Foster, Gravelly, Holmes, 
Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, 
McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Moxley, Scho- 
field, Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., Stewart, 
Walker, and Mr. President— 27. 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Breckinridge, gush . Calhoun, Co- 
mingo, Deal, Doniphan, uouglass, Drake 
of M., Dunn, Duvall, Frayser, Flood, 
Gantt, Hall of B., Hall of R., Henderson, 
Hitchcock, Hough, Howell, Kidd, Long, 
Matson, McFerran, Norton, Orr, Phillips, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
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Sayre, Shmokelford of H., Shackelford of 
St. L., Sheeley, Smith of St. L., Waller, 
Woodfion, Woolfolk, and Vanbuskirk — 44. 

On motion of Mr. Shbklbt, the Cooven- 
tion adjourned nntil S o'clook p. m. 



EVENING SESSION. 

Oonyention met at 3 o'clock p. m. 

Mr. BsinoB moved a reconsideration of 
the Tote striking out the second resolution 
in Mr. Breckinridge^s substitute^ which was 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. Smith of St. Louis offered the follow- 
ing amendment to the substitute : 

Strike out the first resolution, and insert 
in lieu thereof : 

Mmolvedf In answer to the communica- 
tion of the ProYOst Marshal General con- 
«eming the arrest and detention of Vincent 
liarmadnke, that the committee has no 
wiah to express nor any request to make to 
the military authorities tOtt<3hing their ac- 
tion in the premises, preferring to leave 
the whole matter in the hands of the Com- 
manding General of the Department, where 
it properly belongs. 

Mr. Drakb of St. Louis moved a call of 
the Convention, which motion was sustain- 
ed and the call ordered, and the following 
gentlemen answered to their names: 

Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Bridge, Bush^ 
Calhoun, Cay ce, Comingo, Deal, DonipEan, 
Douglass, Drake of St. Louis, Dunn, 
Duvall, Eitxen, Frayser, Flood, Foster, 
Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of Randolph, Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Hough, 
Howell, Irwin, Ubell, Jackson, Johnson, 
Kidd, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, Long. 
Marvin, Matson, McClurg, McDowell, Mo- 
Ferran, Meyer, Morrow, Moxley, Norton, 
Orr, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, Ray, 
Ritchey, Rowland, Say re, Schofield, Scott, 
Shackelford of Howard, Shackelford of St. 
Louis, Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of Linn, 
Smith of 8u Louis, Stewart, Vanbuskirk, 
Walker, Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and 
Mr. President. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of St. Louis, 
further proceedings under the call were 
dispensed with. 

The amendment offered hj Mr. Smith 
was disagreed to by the following vote, the 
2 



ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
Bush : t 

Aybs — Messrs. Baker, Bogy, Bridge, 
Bush, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Foster, 
Gravelly, Holt, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, 
Johnson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, 
Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Moxley, Ritchey, Scott, Shanklin. 
Smith of L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, and 
Walker^29. 

NoBd— Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Breckinridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Co- 
mingo, Deal, Doniphan, Douelass, Drake 
of M., Dunn, Duvall, Frayser, Flood, Gantt, 
Hall of B., Hall of R., Henderson, Hitch- 
cock, Holmes, Hough, Howell, Kidd, Long, 
Matson, McFerran, Norton, Orr, Pomeroy, 
Prewitt, Rankin, Ray, Ross, Rowland, 
Sayre, Scofield, Shackelford of H., Shack- 
elford of St. L.^heeley, Vanbuskirk, 
Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. Pres- 
identr— 46. 

Mr. Birch offered the following amend* 
ment, whi^h was agreed to : 

Amend by adding to the first reeolution 
these words : ^* If, however, the Command* 
ing General of this military Department 
is in possession of suoh facts or circum- 
stances as to militate against his ^ privi- 
leges ^ as a member of this body, and to 
render it proper that they be inquired into, 
he is respectfully requested to communicate 
them accordingly." 

The amendment was then adopted bj 
the following vote, the ayes and noes having 
been demanded by Mr. Scott : 

Ayes — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, B ush, Bridge, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Coming'oJ Doniphan, Douglass, 
Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, Frayser. 
Flood, Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of B., Hall of 
R., Henderson, Hitchcock, Hough, Howell, 
Inbell, Kidd, Long Matson, McFerran, 
Moxley, Norton, Orr, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland. 
Sayre, Shackelford of H., Shackelford of 
St. Louis, Sheeley, Vanbuskirk, Waller, 
Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. President — 49. 

Noes— Messrs. Baker, . Bartlett, Deal, 
Drake of St. L., Eitien, Foste/, Holt, Irwin, 
Jackson, Johnson, Leeper, Lindenbower, 
Marvin, McClnrg, McDowell, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Scofield, Soott, Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Stewart, and Walker— 24. 

Mr. HcrcHCocK, moved the following 
amendment, which was agreed to : 

Amend by inserting after the word 
^^ desire,'^ the words ^^ upon the facta jet 
properly laid belore.this body." • 
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The 8ul>8titut6^ as thus amended, was 
adopted bj the following vote, the ayes 
and noes having been demanded by Mr* 
. Scoit: 

Atbs — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Breckinridge, Bridge, Bufih^ Cal- 
houn, Cayce, Oomingo, Deai,T)oniphan, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Prayser, Flood, Gantt, Hall of B., Hall of 
B., Henderson, Hitchcock, Hough, Howell, 
Kidd, Long, Matron, McFerran, Moxley, 
Norton, Orr, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Bay, Ritohey, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 
Shackelford of H., Shackelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Vanbuskirk, Waller, Woodson, 
Woolfolk, and Mr. President— 48. 

Nobs — Messrsv Baker, Bogy, Drake of 
,St. L., Eitzen, Foster, Gravelly, Holt, Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Lin- 
ton, Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, Meyer, 
Morrow, Scofield, Scott, Shanklin, Smith 
of L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, and Walker 
—26. 

Mr. Oamtt moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay the motion on the 
table, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Brbckinbidgb offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted by the fol- 
lowing vote ; the ayes and noes demanded 
by Mr. Drake of St. Louis : 

Whbrbas, Vincent Marmaduke, a mem- 
ber of this body, has been charged on this 
floor with disloyalty ; therefore. 

Resolved f That it is due to the proper 
dignity of the Convention that an investi- 
gation shottld be had forthwith into the 
question as to whether Mr. Vincent Marma- 
duke hat been guilty of such conduct as 
requires his expulsion ; and, therefore, a 
Committee of three shall be raised to in- 



quire into and report the facts to this body 
without delay. 

Ayes — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Birch, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Bridge, Bush, C(MBin- 
go, Deal, DuvalT, Doniphan, iiouglass. 
Drake, Dunn, Eitien, Flood, Frayser, Hall 
of B., Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Hough, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Kidd, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Lonfi% Marvin, Mat- 
son, McClurg, McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, 
Norton, Pomeroy, Rankin, Ritchey, Row- 
land, Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of H., 
Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, Smith of 
L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, 
and Mr. President — 52. 

Nobs — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Drake of M., Foster, Gantt, Gra- 
vellv. Hall of R«, Holt, Jackson, Johnson, 
McFerran, Orr, Prewitt, Ray. Ross, Scho- 
field, Sheeley, Walker, Waller, Woodson, 
and Woolfolk— 23. 

Mr. HowBLL moved a reconsideration of 
the vote just taken, wl^ich was agreed to. 

Mr. HowBLL moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, by striking out the word ** forthwith," 
which was agreed to, and the resolntion, at 
amended, was then passed. 

Mr. Flood presented a petition from the 
officers of Westminster College, which, on 
his motion, was referred to a Committee of 
three, consisting of Messrs. Flood, Hitch- 
cock, and Vanbuskirk. 

Mr. Bakbr introduced an ordinance enti- 
tled ^^An ordinance to provide for certain 
amendments to the Constitution, and for 
the emancipation of slaves/' which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on 
Emancipation. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of B., the Con- 
vention adjoimied until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o'clock. 



FOURTH DAY. 



Tqursdat Mobnino, June 18, 1863. 

Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. President Wilson in the chair, and 
was opened with prayer by the Chaplain, 
Rev. Mr. Wblch. 

The journal of yesterday's proceedings 
was read and approved. 

The Pbbsidbit then liinounoed the Com- 



mittee of three on the reeohitioii of Mr. 
Breckinridge, as adopted by the Oonyen- 
tion on yesterday, to be Messrs. How, 
Prewitt, and Rowland. 

Mr. Flood introduced certain resolutions 
^^ in regard to a system of emancipation," 
which were, on his motion, referred to the 
Committee on Emancipation. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



19 



Mr. McCluro offered the following pre- 
amble and resolatioA : 

Wherkas an election has been hdd by 
the people in the Twentj-seyenth Sena- 
torial District for the election of a mem- 
ber to this Convention to fill the ya- 
08DCJ occasioned by the ^^ removal from 
the State ^' of the Honorable J. Proctor 
Knotty and tor the purpose of obtaining 
from the people an expression^ in a quiet 
and an orderly manner, upon the great 
qaestions now agitating the public mind ; 
and whereas Dr. Bernard Bruns received 
not only a majority of, but all {nine huU' 
dred and fifty-five) votes cast at said elec- 
tion; therefore, 

Resolvedy That a Special Committee of 
three be appointed to investigate and re- 
port upon the facts connected with said 
election, and the reasons why Dr. B. Bruns 
should or should not be admitted to a seat 
in this Convention. 

The question being on the passage of the 
resolution, it was decided in the negative 
by the following vote, the ayes and noes 
being demanded by Mr. Phillips : 

Ayes — Messrs. Bush, Linton,* McClurg, 
Meyer, Ross, ScotTTlSmith of L., Stewart, 
SDd Walkei^9. 
Noxs — ^Messrs. Baker, Bass, Bast, Birch, 



Bogy, Breckinridge, Bridge, Broad^ead, 
Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo. Deal, Duvall, 
Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., Drake 
of St. L., Dunn, Eitzen, Flood, Foster, 
Frayser, Gantt, Gorin, Gravelly, Hall of 
B., Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
Hongh, How, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jack- 
son, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Lecper, 
Lindenbower, Long, Marvin, Matson, Mc- 
Cormack, McDowell, McFerran, Morrow, 
Moxley, Noell, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pip- 
kin, romerov, Prewitt, Rankin, Ray, 
Ritchey, Rowland, Sayre, Schofiold, Shack- 
elford of H., Shackelford of St. Louis, 
Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of L., Vanbus- 
kirk, Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. 
President — 72. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, 

Resolvedy That the Convention has re- 
ceived with the deepest sensibility the an- 
nouncement of the death of the Hon. George 
W. Zimmerman. 

Resulvedy That as an additional mark of 
respect to the memory of the deceased, the 
members and officers of the Convention will 
wear the usual badge of monming during 
its present session. 

Mtiolvedy That, as a farther mark of re- 
spect to the memory of the deceased, the 
CbnTention do now adjoom. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of B., the Con- 
ventien then adjoomed until to-morrow 
morning at 9 o'clock. 



PIPTH DAY. 



Fbidat ItoRvma, Jane 19, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the 
Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Welch. 

The journal of the proceedings of yester- 
day was read and approved. 

Mr. NoBix presented the credentials of 
William H. McLean, as a delegate elect to 
this Convention from the Twenty-sixth 
Senatorial Dieiriot, to fill the vacancy of 
N. W. Watkizks, who came forward and was 
Bwom in as A member by R. A. Hufford, 
Esq. 

Mr. WoonsoN presented an ordinance con- 
eeming incorporated institations, which, 



On motion of Mr. Scott, was referred to 
a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Woodson, Dann, and Allen. 

Mr. Hitchcock, from a Speeial Commit- 
tee, presented the following report, whiofa, 
on his motion, was agreed to : 

'^Mr. President, — The undersigned, a 
majority of the Special Committee to whom 
was referred the petition of the Trustees 
and Faculty of Westminster College, in 
Fulton, Mo., beg leave respectfully to re- 
port — 

<^ That upon a oaref ul examination of the 
prayer of the petitioners they are unable 
to find sufficient reasons why the Conven* 
tion should now depart from the uniform 
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rule of actioQ heretofore adhered to hy it, 
under which this body has declined to act 
upon questions or propositions affecting 
local or personal interests only. They can 
find nothing in the facts set forth by the 
petitioners, however meritorious in them- 
selves their visitors may be, or however 
free from blame might appear the persons 
who failed to take the oath required by the 
act of the General Assembly referred to, 
which entitle them to any different action 
on the part of this body to that heretofore 
taken by it in such oases. They therefore 
recommend that the petitioners have leave 
to withdraw their petition. 

*^ Henrt Hitchcock, 
^^ £. Vanbuskirk. 
"June 18, 1863:*' 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, on his motion, was referred to 
a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Soott, Gantt, and Marvin : 

Whbrbas the Honorable James Prootor 
ELnott, Delegate from the Twenty-seventh 
Senatorial District, has removed from the 
State, and has not resided therein for more 
than twelve months ; therefore, 

ReMolvedf That the seat of the Honorable 
Proctor Knott, Delegate to the State Con- 
vention from the Twenty-seventh Senato- 
rial District, be and is hereby declared 
vacant. 

Mr. WooLFOLK introduced an ordinance 
entitled ^^An ordinance to provide for sub- 
mitting to the people of Missouri certain 
amendments to the Constitution, and for 
the abolition of slavery in the State,'^ 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Emanoipatf on, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Vanbuskirk presented the petition of 
certain citizens of Andrew county, praying 
that the seat of Prince L. Hudgens in this 
body be declared vacant, and, on his mo- 
tion, it was referred to the Select Commit- 
tee heretofore appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. Marvin, Irwin, Moss, Shanklin, 
and McDowell. 

Mr. Foster offered an ordinance entitled 
"An ordinance for the appointment of a 
Commissioner to prosecute claims of Mis- 
souri troops.^' 



Mr. Birch offered the following amend- 
ment, which was read n first and second 
time, and agreed to : 

Amend by adding an additional sec- 
tion: 

** Section 7. Be it further ordained, That 
that the said Commissioner shall be author- 
ised to employ a Suitable clerk, at a salary 
not exceeding $1,500 per annum, to be 
audited and paid as the salary of the saifl 
Commissioner.'^ 

Mr. Hitchcock moved to lay the ordi- 
nance, as amended, on the table, and to 
print 100 copies, and to make it the spe- 
cial order for to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock I which was agreed to. 

Mr. Orr offered the following preamble 
and resolutions : 

Wherias ihia Convention and the coun- 
try has been deprived of the services of 
Judge Littleberry Hendricks, who died at 
his residence, in Springfield, on the 10th of 
January, 1863 ; 

Resolved, That in the death of Judge 
Hendricks this Convention has lost a valued 
and able member, whose intellect and un- 
yielding devotion to the Constitution and 
laws of the country rendered him an able, 
efficient member of this body ; that by his 
death the nation has lost a devoted patriot 
in this dark hour of her history, the society 
in which he moved an ornament, and his 
family an affectionate husband and fa- 
ther. 

Resolved, That in testimony of our ap- 
preciation of the deceased, and from due 
regard to his memory, this Convention will 
now adjourn until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock, and that the members wear the 
usual badge of mourning during the pres- 
ent session. 

Resolved, That we tender the condolence 
of the members of this body to the family 
and friends of Judge Hendricks in their 
bereavement; that these resolutions be 
spread upon the journal of this Conven- 
tion, and that a copy thereof be prepared 
by the Secretary and forwarded to Mrs. 
Hendricks, the widow of the deceased. 

The resolutions were adopted, and tlie 
Convention adjourned. 
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SIXTH DAY. 



Satubdat Mokmino^ June 20^ 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with pra^rer by the 
Rev. Mr. Welch. 

The journal of the proceedings of yester- 
day was read and approved. « 

Mr. Woodson, from the Special Commit- 
tee to whom was referred ** An ordinance 
concerning incorporated institutions, hav- 
ing had the same under consideration, beg 
leave to submit the following report : 
Hon. Robert Wilson, 

President of the Convention, 

Tour committee to whom was referred 
the ordinance concerning incorporated in- 
stitutions, having had the same under con- 
sideration, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report : 

In order to avoid what might be re- 
garded unnecessary legislation, they have 
so modified s4id ordinance as to make it 
applicable to incorporated literary institu- 
tions only ; and have limited the time in 
which the curators, officers or trustees 
thereof shall be allowed to take the oath, 
proivded for in the act in question, to the 
Ist day of August, 1863, thereby restrict- 
ing legislation within the narrowest limits 
possible, and allowing no more time than 
what is reasonable, to afford delinquents an 
opportunity for reinstating themselves, if 
they shall so desire. 

Your committee believe that the oon<lition 
of many of such corporations, espeoially 
Columbia Christian Female College, Colum- 
bia Baptist Female College, and Westmin- 
ster College, (and from the limited period 
allowed, seven days only, for taking the re- 
quired oath, it is fair to suppose many 
others are similarly situated,) render it 
highly necessary and proper that the Con- 
vention grant the relief provided for by the 
ordinance. 

Your committee are aware of the disin- 
«lination on the part of this body to do 
anything that properly belongs to the Leg- 
ialature; bat inasmuch as a delay until 
the next meeting of the General Assembly 



would occasion much embarrassment, if not 
positive injury to the institutions named, 
they trust the Convention will forego such 
objections, and except this application from 
their uniform practice. If any interest, 
other than our educational were likely to 
be prejudiced by the rule of the Convention* 
the injury would prove less detrimental 
to the public. Let us foster and cherish 
education, by affording to it all the aid and 
facilities within the scope of our powers to 
grant ; and especially, as in this instance, 
where the necessity for granting relief hat 
not been superinduced by any fault or 
wilful negligence on the part of those cor- 
porations. 

Your committee therefore return to the 
body, of which you are the presiding offi- 
cer, the ordinance as modified, and respect- 
fully ask its adoption. 

W. Woodson, ^ 

J. S. Allkn, > ComtnUtee* 

George W. Dunn, ) 

Mr. Foster offered several amendments 
to the ^^Ordinance for the appointment of a 
Commissioner to prosecute claims of Mis- 
souri troops,'^ which were agreed to. 

Mr. Vanbuskirx offered the following re- 
solution : 

Resolvedy That the ordinance entitled 
" An ordinance to appoint a Commissioner 
for the State of Missouri to prosecute the 
claims of Missouri troops, militia and oth- 
ers,^^ be referred to the General Assembly 
with the recommendation that they inves- 
tigate the subject therein contained, and 
take such action as may seem to that body 
necessary and proper to protect the interest 
of Missouri troops. 

The resolution was adopted by the fol- 
lowing vote, the ayes and noes having been 
called for by Mr. Gravelly ; 

Ayes— Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Eush, Calhoun, Comin- 
go. Deal, Doniphan^ Douglass, Duvall, 
Drake of M., Drake of St. L , Dunn, Fray- 
ser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Hough, Howell, Irwin, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Long, Marvin, Mo- 
Cormack, Meyer, Moxley, rJoell, Norton^ 
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Orr, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ray, Rowland, Sayre, Scott, -Shackelford 
of H., Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, 
Sheeley, Smith of L., Smith of St. L., 
Vanbuakirk, Walker, Waller, Woodson, 
Woolfolk, and Mr. President— 56. 

Nobs — Messrs. Baker, Birch, Cayce, Fos- 
ter, Gravelly, Holmes, Holt, How, Isbell, 
Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, Leeper, Mo- 
Clurg, McDowell, McFerran, McLean, Mor- 
row, Phillips, Ritchey, Schofield, and 
Stewart— 22. 

The President laid before the Convention 
the following communication from Major 
General Schofield : 

Headquarters, 
St. Louis, June 19, 1863. 
Hon. Robert Wilsox, 

Preset of Mo. State Convention. 
In reply to the resolation of the Conven- 
tion transmitted to me, I have the honor to 
inform yon that I have instructed Brig. 
Gen. Brown at Jefferson City to furnish 
you all papers in the case of Mr. Marma- 
duke which are on file in his office, where 
the case was examined and decided by 
Gen. Brown's predecessor, Brig. General 
Loan. 

Respectfully, your obH serv't, 

J. M. ScHoriBLD, MaJ. Gen. 



Mr. Ritchkt offerered the following pre- 
amble and resolution : 

Whereas A. S. Harbin, and other mem- 
bwfl of this Convention frt>m their respec- 
tive Senatorial Districts, have failed to 
attend the several sessions thereof ; there- 
fore, 

Be it Resolved, That a select committee of 
three be appointed to inquire into the case 
of the said members, and report what ao- 
tion, if any, should be taken thereon. 

The resolution was adopted, and Messrs. 
Ritchey, Shanklin, and Johnson, appointed 
on said committee. 

Mr. Birch offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was passed over informally. 

Resolved, That this Convention will pro* 
ceed, at 10 o'clock on Monday next, to elect 
and appoint a Provisional Governor of the 
State, in place of Hamilton R. Gamble, re- 
signed. 

Mr. McClurg presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of citizens of Lexington on 
the subject of emancipation, which were 
read and referred to the Committee on 
Emancipation. 

On motion of Mr. Satre, the Convention 
adjourned until Monday morning at 10 
o'clock. 



SEVENTH DAY. 



Monday Morning, June 22, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Welch. 

The journal of the proceedings of Satur- 
day was read and approved. 

Mr. Wilson presented the proceedings of 
certain citizens of Andrew Co., Mo., on the 
subject of emancipation, which were read. 

Mr. Irwin, from a Special Committee, 
made the following report : 

Mr. President : The committee to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry loyal 
citizens of the Fourth Senatorial District, 
praying for the expulsion of Prince L. 



Hndgens, one of the delegates in this Con- 
vention from said District, have had the 
same under consideration, and respectfully 
beg leave to submit the following report : 

Your committee are satisfied, from the 
evidence before them, (which is herewith 
transmitted to the Convention,) that Prince 
L. Hudgens, at sundry times during the 
year 1861, and at divers places in the said 
District, did publicly avow sentiments 
highly treasonable in their nature, and well 
calculated in their tendency to excite the 
people of said District to an armed resist- 
ance to the Government of the United 
States ; and not only so, but that on one 
ooeasion ho was seen, with gun in hand^ 
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leading a body of armed rebels in the 
direction of a rebel camp, thus showing a 
perfect disregard of the solemn oath he 
took when he was admitted as a member of 
this Convention, as well as a full deter- 
mination upon his part to aid in a rebellion 
which was then being inaugurated, and is 
still in progress, every step of which has 
been marked with misery, desolation and 
bloodshed. Tour committee would there- 
fore report the following resolution, and 
recommend its adoption : 

Hesolved, That Prince L. Hudgens, dele- 
gate to this Convention from the Fourth 
Senatorial District, be, and he is hereby, 
expelled from his seat in this body. 

Irwin, Chairman. 

The report was agreed to, and the reso- 
lution adopted. 

Mr. Drake of St. L. offered the following 
resolution : 

Besolved, That a Committee of three be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to pre- 
pare, and report to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock, an ordinance providing for an 
election by the people on Tuesday, the 6th 
day of October next, of a Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, and Secretary of StMe, 
who shall enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices on the I7th day of Novem- 
ber next, and continue in office during the 
remainder of the terms for which the 
present incumbents were appointed by this 
Convention. 

Mr. Foster offered the following substi- 
tute for the resolution : 

Resolvedi That a Committee of three be 
i^pointed to take into consideration, and 
report to this body without unnecessary 
delay, the propriety of holding an election 
in this ^tatc, on the Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, 1863, for a Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Register of Lands, and Attorney General. 

Mr. Welch, on leave, presented a com- 
munication from R. A. Brown, late delegate 
from the Fourteenth District, making 
known his resignation as a member of this 
body ; which was laid upon the table. 

The President laid before the Convention 
the following communication from Brig- 
adier Qeneral £. B. Brown : 



Headquarters Dist. or Central Mo., > 
Jefferson City, June 22d, 1863. ) 
Sir : Major General Schofield, command- 
ing the Department of the Missouri, in- 
structed me to furnish the Convention all 
the papers on file at these Headquarters in 
the case of Vincent L. Marmaduke. 

The Provost Marshal General of the Dis- 
trict reports to me that there is no record 
of Mr. Marmaduke's case in his office, nor 
can any charges or papers be found relating 
to it at these Headquarters. 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
£. B. Brown, Brig. Gmu CanuPg, 
Hon. RoBT. Wilson, 

Pres't Convention, Jeffersop City. 

Mr. Smith of St. L. moved the previous 
question on the adoption of the substitute 
of Mr. Foster and the resolution of Mr. 
Drake of St. L. 

Mr. Hall of R. moved to adjourn until 2} 
o'clock F. M., which was decided in the 
affirmative by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes being called for by Mr. Gantt : 

Ayes — ^Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bast| 
Birch, Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, Deal^ 
Douglass, Dunn, Duvall, Frayser, Flood, 
Foster, Gorin, Gravelly, Hall of R., Hen- 
derson, Holmes, Holt, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, Leeper, Long, 
Marvin, Matson, McClurg, McCormack, Mc- 
Dowell, McFerran, Moxley, Norton, Orr, 
Phillips, Pipkin, Prewitt, Ray, Ritchev, 
Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of H., Shank- 
lin, Sheeley, Vanbuskirk, Walker, Wood- 
son, Woolfolk, and Mr. President— -49. 

Noes — Messrs. Bogy, Breckinridge, Bush, 
Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Gantt, HltcHcocE, 
How, Leeper, Linton, Long, Marvin, Mc- 
Clurg, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noel, Ran- 
kin, Soott, Schofield, Smith of L., Smith of 
St. L.| and Stewart— 25. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Mr. Smith of St. L. withdrew the motion 
for the previous question, made before the 
adjournment. 

After considering the question before the 
Convention, viz., the substitute of Mr. 
Foster, on motion of Mr. Smith of L., the 
Convention adjourned until to-morrow 
morning at 10 o'clock. 
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EIGHTH DAY. 



TussDAT^ Jane 23^ 1863. 

CoDTention met pursuant to' adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by Rev. 
Mr. WsLCH. 

The journal of yesterday's proceedings 
was read and approved. 

Mr. Gamblb, Chairman of the Committee 
on Emancipation^ submitted the following 
report : 

<^As ehairman of the Committee on Eman- 
cipation^ I am instructed by a majority of 
the committee to repgrt the ordinance, now 
presented. • A minority of the committee 
do not concur in the report, and who feel 
themselves at liberty to support amend- 
ments to the ordinance reported, although 
they do not concur in a minority report. 
One member of the committee will make a 
minority report." 

The ordinance as reported, entitled **An 
ordinance to provide for certain amend- 
ments to the Constitution, and for the 
Emancipation of slaves," was then read. 

Mr. Bush presented a minority report 
from said committee, accompanied by an 
ordinance entitled ^^ An ordinance to pro- 
vide for certain amendments to the Consti- 
tution, and for the Emancipation of slaves.'^' 

On motion of Mr. Gamble, the majority 
mud minority reports were laid on the table, 
ordered to be printed, and made the special 
order for 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The question being on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Foster for the resolutions 
offered by Mr. Drake of St. Louis, 

Mr. Smith of L. offered the following : 

Amend the substitute as follows : Strike 
out *^ Lieut. Governor, Secretary of State, 
Attorney General, and Register of Lands." 

Which was disagreed to by the following 
rote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Gkintt : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Birch, Bridge, 
Broadhead, Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Duvall, 
Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, 
Prayser, Gantt, Gorin. Holmes, How, flow- 
ell, Johnson, Lon^, McCormack, McDow- 
ell, Moss, Nortou^Phillip8,Ritchey, Shack- 
elford of H., Shanklin, iSlieeley, "Smith cff 



L., Vanbuskirk, Woodson, Woolfolk, and 
Mr. President— 34. 

Noes— Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bass, 
fiast, Bogy, Breckinridge, Bush ^ Calhoun, 
Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Flood, Foster, 
Gravelly, Hall of R., Hitchcock, Holt, 
Hough, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Jamison, 
Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, Mat- 
son, McOlurg, McFerran, McLean, Mever, 
Morrow, Noell, Pipkin, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Kay, Ro88, Rowland, Sayre, Schofiold, 
Scott, Shackelford of St. L., Smith of L., 
Stewart, Walker, and Waller — 46. 

Excused from voting — Messrs. Orr and 
Welch. 

Mr. Bush offered the following amend* 
ment : 

Strike out the words '^ to take into con- 
sideration," and inserting in place thereof 
^< whose duty it shall be to ;" also strike 
out the words *^ the propriety of," and in- 
sert in lieu thereof ^^ an ordinance provid- 
ing for." • 

Which amendments were, by consent, 
accepted by Mr. Foster. 

Mr» Birch moved to amend by adding : 

Iteaolvedy That the said committee be 
further instructed to report such a modifi- 
cation of the oath required of voters as 
shall concede the right to all who will 
pledge themselves to future peace and 
loyalty. 

Mr. Moss moved to lay the whole matter 
on the table, which was decided in the 
negative by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes being called for by Mr. Drake of 
St. Louis : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, Bast^ 
Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Flood, Gantt, 
Gorin, Hall of R., Hough, Howell, Jai^ison, 
Johnson, Long, Matson, McFerran, Moss, 
Moxley, Norton, Pipkin, Prewitt, Ray, 
I Ritchev, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackel- 
! ford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, 
Waller, Woodson, and Woolfolk— 39. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Birch, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Bush^ Comin- 
go, Drake of St. L., Eitsen, Foster, Frayser, 
Gravelly. Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, 
irwin, Isoell, Jackson, Kidd, Leeper, Lin- 
denbower, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, Mo- 
, Cormack, McDowell, McLean, Meyer, Mor- 
j row, Noel, Fhillips, Rankin, Schofield, 
' Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., Smith of St. 
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L., Stewart^ Yanboakirk, Walker, and Mr. 
President— 43. 

The amendment of Mr. Bircb was dis- 
agreed to by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes haying been called for by Mr. 
Birch : 

Ayes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Calhoun, Cayoe, Drake of M., Dunn, Flood, 
Prayser, Hough, Matson, Moss, Norton, 
Orr, Pipkin, Ray, Rowland, Sayre— 19. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Bsish^^ Duvall, 
Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of St. L., Eit- 
len, Foster, Oantt, Gorin, Grarelly, Hall of 
R., Hitchoock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, 
Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Johnson, Jamison, 
Kidd, Leeper, Lindenoower, Linton, Long, 
Marvin, McClurg, McGormack, McDowell, 
MoPerran, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Mox- 
ley, Noell, Phillips, Prewitt, Rankin, Kitch- 
ey, Ross, Sohofield, Scott, Shackelford of 
H., Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, Smith 
of L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, Yanbus- 
kirk. Walker, Woolfolk, and Mr. Presi- 
dent— 59. 

On motion of Mr. McFbrran, the Con- 
vention adjoamed until 3 o'clock p. x. 



EYENING SESSION. 

TheConrentionmet pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The Presidbnt laid before the Convention 
a communication from Chas. W. Adams, 
Secretary Sunday School, asking the use of 
the hall on Thursday evening next, for the 
ase of the Sunday School exhibition. 

Mr. CoMDi'GO offered the following amend- 
ment to the substitute offered by Mr. Fos- 
ter: 

Strike out all after the word " resolved,'' 
and insert as follows : 

"That the resignation of his Excellency 
Hamilton R. Gamble, tendered to this body, 
be returned to him with the request that he 
continue to exercise the powers and dis- 
charge the duties of the office of Governor 
of this State until the first Monday in 
November, 1864, and until his successor is 
elected and qualified." 

The amendment was agreed to by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ates— Messrs. Allen. Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Breckinridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Co- 
Bingo, Deal, Doniphan^ Douglass^ Drake 



of M.,Dunn,Duvall^rayser, Flood, Gantt, 
Gorin, Hall of R., Holmes, How, Howell, 
Jamison, Johnson, Long, Matson, McDow- 
ell, McFerran, Moss, Moxley, Norton, 
Phillips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ritch- 
ey, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of 
H., Shackelford of St.L., Sheeley, Yanbus- 
kirk, Waller, Welch, Woodson, and Wool- 
folk— 47* 

Nobs — Messrs. Baker, Birch, Bogy, 
Bridge, Bush, D rake of St. L., Eitzen, Fos- 
ter, Gravelly, Hitchcock, Holt, Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, 
Marvin, McClurg, McCorroack, McLean, 
Mey<r, Morrow, Noell, Rankin, Ray, Scho- 
field, Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., Smith 
of St. L., Stewart, Walker, and Mr. Pres- 
ident— 34. 

Mr. Drakb of St. L. moved to lay the 
substitute, as amended, on the table, which 
motion was decided in the negative by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bast, Bo^y, Bush, Deal. Drake of St. L., 
Dunn, Eitzen, Hitchcock, Holt, Irwin, Is- 
bell, Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Lin- 
ton, Marvin, McClurg, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Noell, Rankin, Ray, Schofield, 
Scott, Shackelford of St. L., Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Stewart, and Walker- 34. 

Noes — ^Messrs. Bass, Birch, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Co- 
mingo, Doniph^i, Douglass, Drake of M., 
Duvall, Fravser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Hall of R., How, Howell, Jami- 
son, Johnson, Long, Matson, McCormack, 
McDowell, McFerran, Moss, Moxley, Nor- 
ton, Phillips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Frewittj 
Ritchev, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackel- 
ford of H., Shanklin, Sheeley, lYanbuskirk, 
Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. Pres- 
ident— 46. 

Mr. Gravbllt moved the following 
amendment to the substitute : Strike ool 
« 1864," and insert " 1863." 

The amendment was disagreed to by the 
following votCy the ayes and noes having 
been called for by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Baker, Bogy, Bridge, 
Broadhead, Bush , Drake of St. L., Eitzen, 
Foster, Gravelly^ Hitchcock, Irvnn, Isbell, 
Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, 
Marvin, McClurg, McCormack, McFerran, 
McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell. Pomeroy, 
Rankin, Schofield, ^cott, ShauKlin, Smith 
of St. L., Smith of L., Stewart, Walker, 
and Mr. President — 34. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Birch, Breckinridge, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, Douglass^ 
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Drake of M., Dunn. D avail, Frayser, Flood, 
Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., Holmes, How, 
Howell, Jamison, Johnson, Long, Matson, 
McDowell, Moss, Moxley, Norton, Orr, 
Phillips, Pipkin, Prewitt, Ray, Ritchey, 
Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of 11., 
Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, Vanbus- 
kirk. Waller, Woodson, and Woolfolk— 47. 

The substitute wa« then adopted by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes having 
been called by Mr. Drakb of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Cal- 
houn, Gayce, Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Frayser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., 
Holmes, Holt, Howell, How, Jamison, 
Johnson, Long. Matson, McDowell, McFer- 
ran, Moss, Moxley, Norton, Phillips, Pipkin, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, Ritchey, Ross, 
Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of H., Shack- 
elford of St. L., Sheeley, Smith of St. L., 
Yanbuskirk, Waller, Woodson, and Wool- 
folk-51. 

Noes — ^Messrs. Baker, Birch, Bridge, 
Bxkahy Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Foster, 
Gravelly, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, 
MoCormack, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, 
Noell, Orr, Schofield, Scott, Shanklin, 
Smith of L., Stewart, Walker, and Mr. 
President— 29. 

Mr. Yanbuskibk offered an ordinance 
entitled ** An ordinance to defray the ex- 
penses of the Convention,'' which was read 
a first time, rule suspended, read a second 
and third time, and adopted. 

Mr. Moss offered the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolvedy That this Convention will pass 
BO ordinance of Bmanoipation without first 
obtaining a pledge from the President of 
the United States that in the event of the 
passage of such an ordinance it shall be 
re^»eoted and carried out in good faith by 



all Federal authorities in Missouri and 
elsewhere. 

On motion of Mr. Broadhead, the resolu- 
tion was laid upon the table by the follow- 
ing vote, the ayes and noes being called for 
by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, 
Bridge, Bush, Cayce, Douglass, Drake of 
St. L., "Eitzen, Foster, Gantt, Gravellv, 
Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Leeper, Linton, Long, Marvin^ 
McClurg, McFerran, McLean, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Noell, Philltps, Pomeroy, Rankin, 
Schofield, Scott, Shackelford of H., Shack- 
elford of St. L., Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Stewart, and Yanbuskirk — 43. 

Nobs — ^Messrs. Bass, Bast, Calhoun, Deal, 
Doniphan, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Frayser, Flood, Hall of R., Howell, John- 
son, Matson, McCormack, Moss, Moxley, 
Norton, Orr, Pipkin, Prewitt, Ray, Ross, 
Rowland, Sayre, Waller, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President — 29. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of R., a commit- 
tee, consisting of Messrs. Hall of R., Allen, 
and Shanklin, were appointed to wait on 
the Governor and inform him of the pas- 
sage of the resolution. 

Mr. Gantt offered " An ordinance on the 
subject of the election of Judges of the 
Supreme Court.*' 

Mr. Satre gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would introduce ** An ordinance appro- 
priating mouey for the care of the sick and 
wounded soldiers of Missouri.'' 

On motion of Mr Breckinridge, the use 
of the Hall was granted to the Sunday 
School of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
for Thursday evening. 

On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, the 
Convention adjourned until 9 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 



NINTH DAY. 



Wbonbsdat Morning, June 24, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to ad- 
journment, and was opened with prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Welch. 



The reading of the journal was^ on mo- 
tion of Mr. Boot, dispensed with. 

Mr. Welch presented the petition of cit- 
izens of Johnson county praying the Con- 
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Tention to continne in office his Excellency 
Got. H. R. Gamble until each time as there 
can be a fair and untrammelled election. 

On motion of Mr. Wslch^ leaye was giy- 
en him to withdraw said petition. 

Mr. Bogy presented the petition of citi- 
sens of St. Fran90i8 county asking the 
Convention to provide by ordinance for the 
pay of the enrolling officers of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Boot, the petition was 
referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of Messrs. Bogy, Smith of St. I^., and Scott. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the regular or- 
der was suspended and leave given him to 
present the following report from a Select 
Committee : 

<< The Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the resolution offered re- 
specting the vacating of the seat of the 
Hon. James Proctor Knott, Delegate to this 
body. from the 27th Senatorial District, re- 
spectfully report — 

" That it appears to be true, without any 
doabt or contradiction, that the Hon. James 
Proctor Knott attended the meeting of this 
body held in July, 1861, and has attended 
no other held since that time ; that two ses- 
sions of this Convention have been held in 
that interval ; that due notice was given of 
each session, and that Mr. Knott was not 
eharged with any public duties which 
could furnish an excuse for his absence; 
that he was in Missouri in October, 1861 ; 
that shortly thereafter he removed to Ken- 
tncky with his family, avowing his purpose 
to return to Missouri when peace should be 
restored, but not before. 

"Your committee are of opinion that 
sach conduct is a virtual abdication on the 
part of Mr. Knott of his duties as a Dele- 
gate to this Convention, and that his seat 
ought to be declared vacant, and report 
back the resolution recommending its 
adoption.'* 

The report was agreed to and the resolu- 
tion adopted. 

Mr. Smith of L. presented an ordinance 
entitled ^^An ordinance establishing the 
County of Lyon," which was on his motion 
referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of Messrs. Smith of L., Marvin, and Row- 
land. 



Mr. Doniphan offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution on the subject of the 
school funds of the State, which was passed 
over informally : 

<< Whsrsas the moneys belonging to the 
cause of public education were taken under 
the direction of the late Claiborne F. Jack- 
son for the purpose of arming such portions 
of this State as he could induce to join in 
the rebellion, for the sole reason that he 
desired Missouri to become recreant and 
join the so-called Southern Confederacy ; 
and whereas the cause of education of the 
young is just, as ignorance of the laws is 
no excuse for crime under them : There- 
fore, 

*^ Resolved, That it is the duty of the 
State to return to the General Superintend- 
ent of Public Schools the moneys so takcB 
as speedily as possible, and with this view 
only we recommend that the next Legisla- 
ture pass the necessary laws for this pur- 
I pose.*' 

The special order, to-wit, the report and 
ordinance of the Committee on Emancipa^ 
tion, was taken up, when 

Mr. Drakk of St. L. offered the following 
amendment : 

Amend section 2 by striking out ^^ fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and seventy- 
six,*' and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words **first day of January, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-four.'* 

Pending the consideration of which^ on 
motion of Mr. Houqh, the Convention ad- 
journed until 2} o'clock p. x. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and resumed the consideration of the 
question pending at the time of adjourn* 
ment, of Mr. Drake of St. L. 

A disturbance occurring in the lobby, 
Mr. Gantt moved that the person or per- 
sons causing it be removed from the Hall ; 
the motion was decided in the negative by 
the following voto, the ayes and noes hav- 
ing been called by Mr. Gravillt : 

Atss — Messrs. Allen and Gantt. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker. Bartlett, Bass, 
Birch^ Bogy, Breckinridge^ Broadhead, 
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Bridge^ BuwL Calhoun, Cayce, Comineo^ 
Doniphan, iJrake of M., Drake of St. L., 
Dunn, Duvall, Eitxen, Frayser, Flood, Fos- 
ter, Gorin, Gravelly, Hall of B., Hender- 
son, Hitchcock, Holt, Hough, How, Howell, 
Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Jonnson, Jamison, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, Matson, Mc- 
Clurg, McOormack, McDowell, I^Ferran, 
McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Moxley, 
Noell, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pipkin, Pome- 
roy, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, Scho- 
field, Scott, Shackelford of H., Shackelford 
of St. L., Shanklin, Smith of L., Smith of 
St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Walker, Wal- 
ler, Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. 
President — 73. 

The amendment of Mr. Drake of St. L. 
was disagreed to by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called for by Mr. Drake 
of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bush, Drake 
of St. L., Eitaen, Gravelly, Hitch cock, Is- 
bell, Lindenbower, Linton, McClurg, Mc- 
Dowell, McLean, Meyer, Noell, Scott, Stew- 
art, and Walker — IS. 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Boey, Breckinridge, Bridge, Broadhead, 
Camoun, Cayce, Gomingo, Deal, Doni- 
phan, Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Du- 
vall, Frayser, Flood, Foster, Gantt, Gorin, 
Hall of B., Hall of R., Henderson, Holmes, 
Holt, Hough, Howell, How, Irwin, Jackson, 
Jamison, Johnson, Long, Marvin, McOor- 
mack, McFerran, Morrow, Moss, Moxley, 
Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, 
Prewitt, Ray, Ritchie, Ross, Rowland, 
Schofield, Shackelford of H., Shackelford 
of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. Louis, Vanbuskirk, Walker, 
Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk. and Mr. Pres- 
ident — 65. 

Sick — ^Mr. Leeper. 
\ Mr. Bbe ckikridgb offered the following 
Amendment to the ordinance : 

Strike out all after the ordaining clause, 
and insert the following : 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, or as hereinafter provided, 
are abolished, and all slaves on that day 
within this State are hereby declared to be 
free : providedy however , that they and their 
issue thereafter bom shall thereupon be and 
become indentured apprentices to their for- 



mer owners, their assigns or representatives, 
and as such held to service and labor from 
that date until the fourth day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and no 
longer. 

Sec. 3. No apprentice of the class pro- 
vided for in this ordinance shall be removed 
from this State during the term of his or 
her apprenticeship ; and it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, without delay, to 
pass laws with appropriate penalties to pre- 
vent the same. 

Sec. 4. Itf shall be the duty of the Legis- 
ature, without delay, to pass laws : To 
secure the humane and proper treatment of 
said apprentices by their masters and mis- 
tresses respectively ; to secure the return 
to service of any such apprentice who shall 
abscond or depart from the service of his 
or her master or mistress ; for the punish- 
ment by fine or by imprisonment, or both, 
of every person who shall counsel, persuade, 
entice, or assist, any such apprentice to* 
run away or absent himself or herself from 
the service of his or her master or mistress ; 
and of every person who shall entertain^ 
harbor, or conceal, any such apprentice^ 
knowing him or her to be' a runaway, or to 
have absented himself or herself, without 
leave, from the service of his or her master 
or mistress ; to provide for the creation of 
a fund by taxation or otherwise, and for 
the proper distribution and application there- 
of , for the support of all free blacks who shall 
become free under the operations of this 
ordinance, and who by reason of extreme 
youth or age, sickness, insanity, idiocy, or 
other cause, are unable to maintain them- 
selves. 

Sec. 5. The right to the services of any 
such apprentice may be relinquished by his 
or her master or mistress, by deed duly ac- 
knowledged and recorded in the office of the 
recorder of deeds of the county in which the 
grantor resides, and thereupon the said 
apprentice shall be free from all claim of 
service. 

Sec. 6. No future assessment of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assessed against such proper- 
ly shall not be collected, nor shall the 
right to the service of apprentices under 
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this ordinance be held for any purpose to 
be the subject of taxation. 

Sec. 7. Section one^ section two, and 
section three of this ordinance shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the 
first day of January, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-four ; sections four, five, 
and six, shall take effect and be in force 
from and after their passage. 

William Bonnifield, Delegate elect from 
the Ninth Senatorial District in place of 
R. A Brown, resigned, presented his cre- 
dentials through Mr. Sheeley, and was 
sworn in as a member by Hon, Q. W. Mil- 
ler, Judge of the Circuit Court, and took 
his seat. 

Mr. ScHOFiBLB asked and obtained leave 
of the Convention to change his vote from 
no to ayey on the vote disagreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Drake of St. L. 

Mr. Gravbllt offered the following amend- 
ment to the pending amendment : 

Add to the second section the following : 

*^ And it shall be the duty of the General 
Assembly, at its first session after the pas- 
sage of this ordinance, to devise means for 
ascertaining the number of slaves belong- 
ing to loyal citisens, and to appropriate the 
sam of three hundred dollars for each slave 
made free by that ordinance belonging to 
such loyal owner, to be paid to said owner.'^ 

The amendment was agreed to by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Atbs — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Bogy, Cal- 
Gomin^o, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Doug- 
lass, Draike of M., Dunn, Frayser, Flood, 
Gorin, Gravelly, Hall of B., Hall of R., 
Eolt, Hough, Howell, Isbell, Jackson, Jami- 
son, Johnson, Linton, Marvin, Matson, Mc- 
Gormaok, Morrow, Moss, Moxley, Norton, 
Pipkin, Prewitt, Kitchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Shackelford of H., Shackelford of St. U., 
Sheeley, Waller, Welch and Woodson— 43. 

Nogs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlott, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Bonni- 
iield. Bush. Cayoe, Drake of St. L., Eitsen, 
Foster, Gamble, Gantt, Henderson, Hitch- 
cock, Holmes, How, Irwin, Lindenbower, 
Long, McClurg, McDowell, McPerran, Mc- 
Lean, Meyer, Noell, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, 
S^ofteld, Scott, Shaoklin, Smith of L., 
Smith of Su L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Wal- 
ker, Woolfolk, and Mr. President — 40. 

Sick — ^Messrs. Raiukin, Say re, and Leeper. 



Excused from voting — ^r. Birch. 

Mr. Foster moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all after the words 
^^as follows,^' and insert the following : 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, eighte^^n hundred and seventy, 
slavery and involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime, are abolished ; 
and all slaves within this State on that day 
are hereby declared to be free. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature of the State of 
Missouri shall, upon the taking effect of 
this ordinance, pass such laws as shall be 
necessary for the support, protection and 
maintenance of all such persons who shall 
be made free by this ordinance, who may 
be unable to provide for and maintain 
themselves on account of unsoundness of 
mind, debility, extreme youth or old age. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Missouri to pass such 
laws as will provide for the apprenticing of 
such persons who are made free by the 
operations of this ordinance who shall be 
under twenty-one years of age on said first 
day of January, eighteen hundred and 
seventy, to such suitable persons as the 
courts authorized to perform the duty of 
apprenticing said persons may deem proper, 
such term of apprenticeship to continue 
until such apprentice becomes twenty-one 
years of age, and no longer; and it shall 
further be the duty of the said Legislature 
to pass such laws as may be necessary to 
secure the proper asd humane treatment of 
such apprentices, and to prevent their re- 
moval from this State during such term of 
apprenticeship. 

Sec. 5. From and after the ratification of 
this ordinance, as hereinafter provided, no 
slave, free negro or mulatto shall be per- 
mitted to come to and remain within this 
State. 

Sec. 6. All slaves removed by the con- 
sent of their owners to any of the seceded 
States after the passage by said State of 
an act or ordinance of secession^ and after 
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the ratifioation of this ordinance brought 
within this State by their owners^ shall 
thereupon be free. 

Sec. 7. No free negro or mulatto shall 
ever, under any pretext whatever, be allow- 
ed to exercise the elective franchise within 
this State. 

Sec. 8. The Legislature shall have no 
power to emancipate slaves without the 
consent of their ovmers^ and no future 
assessment of slave property shall be 
made in this State, and taxes now assessed 
against said property shall not be col- 
lected, nor shall the right to the services of 
apprentices under this ordinance be subject 
to taxation. 

Sec. 9. This ordinance shall be submitted 
to the people of Missouri at the regular 
election to take place on the first Monday 
in August, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
three, for their ratification or rejection; 
and if a majority of the votes cast shall be 
in favor of this ordinance, it shall be apart 
of the Constitution ; but if a majority of the 
votes cast shall be against the adoption of 
this ordinance, then the same shall be nuU, 
void and of no effect. 

Sec. 10. It shall be the duty of the clerks 
of the several County Courts within the 
State of Missouri to prepare two columns 
in the poll-books prepared for the August 



election, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, 
one headed '^ in favor of the ordinance of 
the Convention,'^ and the other headed 
** against the ordinance of the Convention ;*' 
and if said election shall result in favor of 
said ordinance, the Governor shall by pro- 
clamation declare this ordinance a part of 
the Constitution of this State. 

Which was disagreed to by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being demanded by 
Mr. Mbyer: 

Ayes — Messrs. Foster and Smith of St. 
L.— 2. 

Noes — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Bridge, Bonnifield, Qjish, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Deal, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of* M., 
Drake of St. L., Dunn, Duvall, £itzen, 
Frayser, Flood, Gamble, Gantt, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Hall of R., Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Hough, How, Howell> Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, Lindenbower, 
Linton, Lone, Marvin, Matson, McClurg, 
McCormack, McDowell, McFerran, McLean, 
Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Moxley, Noell, 
Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pipkin, Ray, Ritch- 
ev,Ross, Rowland, Schofield, Scott, Shack- 
elford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Shank- 
lin, Sheeley, Smith of L., Stewart, Vanbus- 
kirk. Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. 
President — 76. 

On motion of Mr. Hitchcock, the Con- 
vention adjourned untjl to-uorrow morning 
at 9 o'clook. 



TENTH DAY. 



Thvrsdat Morning, June 25, 1863* 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by^he 
Rev. Mr. Wklch. 

On motion of Mr. Isbsll, the reading of 
the journal of the proceedings of yesterday 
was dispensed with. 

By leave of the Convention, Mr. Lxeper 
was permitted to record his vote in the 
affirmative on agreeing to the amendment of 
Mr. Drake of St. L. to the ordinance pre- 
sented by the Committee on Emancipation. | 

Mr. LiNDiNBOwxB offered an ordinance j 



entitled *'An act to amend an ordinance 
entitled ' An ordinance to provide for the 
organiiation and government of the Mia- 
s%iri Slate Militia,^ '^ approved October 18, 
1862; 

Which, on his motion, was referred to a 
Select Committee of three, conBieiing of 
Messrs. Lindenbower, Shackelford of H., 
and 3ogy. 

The question being upon the amendment, 
as amended, ofTered by Mr. Breckinridge to 
the ordinance reported by the majority of 
the Committee on Emancipation, entitled 
^^An ordinance to provide for certain amend- 
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ments to the Consiitiition^ and for ^manoi- 
pation of slaves/' 

Ob motion of Mr. Hall of B.^ the Con- 
Taition adjoozned until half -past 2 o'clock 
p. M« 



EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

The question being upon the amendment 
of Mr. Breckinridge to the ordinance re- 
ported by the majority of the Committee 
on Emaiioipation^ entitled ^^An ordinance 
to provide for eertain amendments to the 
Constitution^ and for emancipation of 
slaves/' 

Mr. Oeb moved to amend by striking out 
the first section. 

Thjb President laid before the Convention 
a telegram from Major General Schofield, 
stating that he had ordered Mr. Vinoent 
Marmaduke to be sent beyond the lines of 
the United States forces for disloyalty. 

On motion of Mr. BaBCKiNRiDGiy 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ac- 
eoimts be instructed to allow Mr. Benn 
Pittn^an, Reporter for the Convention, mile- 
age and fifteen dollars per diem during 
the sessions of the Convention, to be paid 
in the same manner as the pay of the offi- 
oers and members of the Convention. 

Mr. RiTCHET, from the Select Committee 
to whom was referred a resolution in re- 
gard to A. S. Harbin and other members of 
this Convention, submitted the following 
report: 

^Mr. President: Tour Committee, to 
which was referred the charge of continued 
absence against A. S. Harbin and others, 
beg leave to report that we have had the 



case of the said A. S. Harbin under con- 
sideration, and find that he has attended 
none of the sessions of this body, excepting 
the first ; that about the month of February, 
1862, the said A. S. Harbin moved with his 
family and effects from the State of Mis- 
souri into the so-called Southern Confede- 
racy, and thereby became identified with 
the enemies of the Government of the 
United States and of this State. No other 
case h^s, so far, been presented to your 
committee. 

^* Your committee submit the following 
resolution, and respectfully recommend 
its adoption : 

" Resolved, That A. S. Harbin, a member 
of this Convention from the Eighteenth 
Senatorial District, be and he is hereby 
expelled from his seat in this body. 

RrrcHEY, Cliairman." 
The report was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tion adopted. 

Mr. HiTCHOCK offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a Select Committee of 
five be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
take into consideration so much of the 
Governor's message as relates to the pro- 
priety of establishing some tribunal for 
the trial of persons belonging to armed 
bands of guerrillas or bushwhackers, and 
to report thereon, by ordinance or other- 
wise. 

The PRBSin'BNT appointed Messrs. Hitch- 
cock, Comingo, Douglass, Doniphan and 
Ray on said committee. 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr» 
Hall of B. 

On motion of Mr. RircHxr, the Conven- 
tion adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 



BLBVBHTH DAY. 



Fbidat Morning, June 26, 1863. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
uent^ and was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Wxloh. 



The journal of yesterday's proceedings 
was read and approved. 

Mr. How, from the Committee to whom 
was referred a resolution in regard to 'Mr. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



82 



YiDcent Mannaduke^ submitted the follow- 
ing report ; 

^^ The Committee to whom was referred 
the resolution in reference to the seat of 
Vincent Marmaduke^ of the Sixteenth Sena- 
torial District, had deferred the examina- 
tion until his arrival here, which was dailj 
expected. The communication received 
on yesterday from the Commanding Gene- 
ral, informing us of his having sent Vin- 
cent Marmaduke south, in consequence of 
his disloyalty, warrant us in asking the 
passage of the annexed resolution : 

^^ Resolvedf That the seat of Vincent 
Marmaduke, a Delegate from the Sixteenth 
Senatorial District, be and is hereby de- 
clared vacant.^' 

Which report was agreed to, and the re- 
solution reported adopted by the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following : 

Besolvedy That hereafter no member shall 
be allowed to speak longer at any one time 
on any subject than thirty minutes, without 
the unanimous consent of all the members 
present. 

Mr. CoMiNQO moved to amend %j striking 
out " thirty minutes,^* and inserting ^^ one 
hour,*' which amendment was rejected by 
the Convention. 

The resolution was then disagreed to by 
the following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Stewart : 

Ates — Messrs. Baker, Bridge, Broadhead, 
Cayc^ Duvall, Flood, U an tt. Holmes, How, 
Irwin, Marvin, McFerran, McLean, Moss, 
Noell, Norton, Phillips, Pomeroy, Ross, 
Rowland, Smith of L., and Mr. Presi- 
dent>— 23. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, 
Birch, Bogy, Bonnifield, Calhoun, Comin- 
go. Deal, Doniphan, Douglass, Dr^e of 
M., Drake of St. L., Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, 
Foster, Gorin, Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Hough, Howell, Isbell, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Leeper. Lindenbower, Linton. Long, 
Matson, McClure, McCormack, McDowell, 
Meyer, Morrow, Moxiey, Orr. Prewit, Ran- 
kin, Ray, Ritchey, Sayre, Scnofield, Scott, 
Shackelford of H., Shackelford of St. L., 
Shanklin. Sh'eeley, Smith of St. L., Stew- 
art, Vanbuskirk, Walker, Waller, Welch, 
and >Voodson — 56. 

Mr. Johnson submitted the following : 



Whsrxas on the 25tb day of May, 
an election was held in the Twentieth Sena- 
torial District for a Delegate to this Con- 
vention ; and whereas, from the election 
returns, it appears that one Mr. Baker re- 
ceived twelve votes over and above the 
vote cast for one Mr. Devin ; aad whereas, 
from the poll books and evidenee that can 
be had from a member of this body, that 
some twenty votes or more caftt for said 
Baker are illegal, by reason of the said 
voters not being citizens of said district ; 
therefore. 

Resolved^ That a Committee of three be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire 
into all the facts, and to report to this body 
at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning who is en- 
titled to a seat in this body by reason of 
said election. 

On motion of Mr. Draks of St. Louis, the 
whole subject was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Marvin called up the ordinance en- 
titled *^An ordinance to change the time of 
holding elections for Supreme and Circuit 
Judges," heretofore introduced by Mr. 
Gantt. 

Mr. Marvin offered the following substi- 
tute for the ordinance : 

AN ORDINANCE TO CHANQK THE TIMB fOB 
HOLDING ELECTIONS FOB BUPKBCB A3XD OB- 
CUIT COURT JUD0B8. 

Be a ordained by the people ofMmowij 
in Convention assembled^ as follows : 

Section 1. That so much of the sixth and 
seventh articles of the amendments to the 
Constitution of this State, ratified at the 
session of the Legislature of 1850 and 1851, 
as provides that the elections of Supreme 
and Circuit Court Judges shall be held on 
the first Monday in August, 1651, and ob 
the first Monday in Augsst every six jeari 
thereafter, is hereby abolished. 

Sec. 2. Th« first general election for Su- 
preme and Circuit Court Judges hereafter to 
be held under said amendments to the Con- 
stitution shall be on the Tuesday next after 
the first Monday in November, 1863, and 
on the first Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November every six years there- 
after, any law, constitution or ordinance of 
this Convention to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 
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The substitnte was agreed to. 

The special order, riz., the ordinance re- 
ported by the Committee on Emancipation, 
was taken up, and pending the coaaidera- 
tion of which. 

On motion of Mr. Howzll, the Conven- 
tion adjourned until 3 o'clock p. m. 

EVENING SESSION, 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. Deaks of St. Louis, 
the regular order was suspended, and the 
ordinance changing ^e time of holding 
elections for Supreme and Circuit Court 
Judges was tak-en up. 

Mr. Dkaks of St. Louis offered the fol- 
lowing amendment, which was agreed to : 

Amend by adding as an additional sec- 
tion: 

*^ Section 3. Whatever elections of judges 
or clerks of courts, and other officers, may 
now be fixed by law or by order of any 
court for the first Monday of August, 1863, 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the 
first Monday of November, 1863.'^ 

Mr. Pipkin moved to amend as follows : 
Strike out '' 1863,'' and insert <' 1864." 
Which was disagreed to. 

The ordinance, as amended, was read a 
third time and adopted. 

The consideration of the regalar order 
having been resumed, 

Mr. Dbakb of St. Louis moved a call of 
the Convention, which was ordered, when 
the following members were noted as 

Abssnt — ^Messrs. Collins, Comingo, Giv- 
ens. Gravelly, Jackson, Maupin, McFerran, 
Moxley, Phillips, Kedd, Ritchey, Ross, Saw- 
yer, and Yanbuskirk. 

Abssmt oir LiAVB — Mr. Hall of B. 

On motion of Mr. Draks of St. Louis, 
farther proceedings under the call were 
dispensed irith. 

The question being on agreeing to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Orr to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Breckinridge, it 
was decided in the negative by the follow- 
ing TOte, the ayes and noes being called 
for by Mr. Orb : 

Atks — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch^ Calhoun^ Cayce, Deal, Douglass, 
3 



Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, Flood, Fray- 
ser, Gantt, Hall of R., Hough, Howell, 
Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Matson, Moss, 
Norton, Orr, Pipkin, Prewitt, Ray, Ross, 
Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of H., Sbee- 
ley. Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. 
Pre8ident-T36. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bognr, Breck- 
inridge, Bridge, Broadhead, gusb, Donl 



phan, Drake of 5>t. L., Eitzen, Foster, Gam- 
ble, (jtorin, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, How, Irwin, Isbell, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Linton, Long, Marvin, McClurg, 
McCormack, McDowell, McFerran, Mc- 
Lean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Pomeroy, 
Rankin, Schofield, Scott, Shackelford of 
St. L., Shanklin, Smith of L.^Smith of St. 
L., Stewart, Yanbuskirk, Walker, and 
Welch— 46. 

Mr. Marvin moved a reconsideration of 
the vote agreeing to the amendment of Mr. 
Gravelly to the pending amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Wblch, the motion to 
reconsider was Jaid on the table by the fol- 
lowing vote, the ayes and noes called for 
by Mr. Welch : 

Atks — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bogy, Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Drake cf M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Flood, Fravser, Gantt, Gorin, Gravelly, 
Hall of R., Henderson, Hou&b, Howell, Is- 
bell, Jamison^ Johnson, Ridd, Linton, Long, 
Matson, McCormack, McFerran, McLean, 
Moss, Norton, Orr, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prew- 
itt, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackel- 
ford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, 
Waller, Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, and 
Mr. President— 50. 

Noss — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bonnifield, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Bunh, Drake of St. 
L., Eitxen, Foster, Gamble, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Marvin, McCIurg, McDowell, Meyer, 
Morrow, Noell, Phillips, Rankin, Schofield, 
Scott, shanklin, Smith of L., Smith of St. 
L., Stewjart, Yanbuskirk, and Walker — 33. 

The question being on agreeing to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Breckinridge, it 
was disagreed to by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes called for by Mr. Drak« of 
St. Louis : 

Ates — Messrs. Allen, Breckinridge. Bas^ 
Gravelly, Jackson, Linton, and McCor- 
mack — 9. 

Noss— Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Base. 
Bast, Birch, Bogy, Bonnifield, Bridge, 
Broadhead, Calhonn, Cayce, Deal, Doni- 

Ehan. Douglass, Drake of M., Drake of St, 
r., Dunn. Duvall, Eitxen, Flood, Foster, 
Fravser, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., Hender- 
son, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Hough, How, 
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Howell, Irwin. Isbell, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Leepor, Lindenbower, Lone, Marvin, 
Matson, McClure, McDowell, McFerran, 
McLean, Meyer, Slorrow, Moss, Noell, Nor- 
ton, Orr, Phillips, Pipkii/, Pomeroy, Prew- 
itt, Rankin, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 
^Schofield, Scott, Shackelford of H., Shack- 
elford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith 
of L., Stewart, V'anbuskirk, Walker, Wal- 
ler, Welch, Woodson, Woolfoik, and Mr. 
President — 76. 

Mr. WooLFOLK offered the following 
amendment : * ^ 

Amende by way of new seetion, as fol- 
lows : 

<' Section 6. That at the election to be 
held for State officers on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday of November, A. D. 
1864, the several clerks of the county courts, 
or, in case said clerks fail, then the judges 
of election, shall, in preparing the poll 
books for election, enter thereon two col- 
umns, one headed * for emancipation,' and 
the other ^ against emancipation ; ' and if 
the majority of the legal votes given be for 
emancipation, thf^n sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of 
this ordinance shall take effect and be in 
full force ; but if the majority of legal votes 
given be against emancipation, then sec- 
tions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this ordinance shall 
be null and void ; and when the result of 
the election shall be ascertained, the Gov- 
ernor of the State shall, by proclamation, 
announoe the same.'' 

Mr. Allbn moved to amdnd the amend- 
ment as follows : Strike out ** 1864," and 
insert " 1863 ; " which was disagreed to by 
the following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Meyer : 

Atks — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bogy, Bon- 
nifield, Broadhead, Bridge, Bush , Drake of 
St. L., £iUen, Foster, Ga5t^ Gravellv, 
Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, 
Long, McOlurg, McCormack, McDowell, 
McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Rankin, 
Sohofield. ScotU Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Smith o£ St. h., Stewart; Vanbuskirk, 
and Walker^-38. 

NoBS—Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Breckinridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, 
Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, 
Duvall, Flood, Gamble, Gorin, Hall of R., 
Henderson, Holt, Hough, Howell, Jamison, 
Johnson, iLidd, Marvin. Matson, McFerran, 
Moss, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pipkin, Pome- 
roy, Prewitt, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 



Shackelford of H.^Shackelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Waller, Welch, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. Presidentr-47. 

Thfe amendment offered by Mr. Wool- 
folk was then agreed to by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Drake of St. L. : n , 

Ayks — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett,. 
Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Deal, Doniphan, Drake of ^I., Dunn, 
Duvall, Frayser, Flood, Gorin, Gravelly, 
Henderson, Holt, How, Howell, Isbell, 
Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Lindenbower, 
Linton, Matson, McCormack, McDowell, 
^JcFerran, McLean, Morrow, Moss, Norton, 
Orr, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ray, Ro88, Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of 
H., Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, 
Vanbuskirk, Walker, Waller, Welch, Wood- 
son, Woolfoik, and Mr. President — 56. 

NoKs^Messrs. Bonnifield, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, Bridge, Bush , Com ingo, Doug- 
lass, Drake of St. L.^Eilzen, Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gantt, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, 
Jackson, Leeper, Long, Marvin, McClurg, 
Meyer, Noell, Phillips, Schofield, Scott, 
Smith of L., Smith of St. L., and Stewart 
—29. 

Mr. Hbndbrson moved a reconsideration 
of the vote agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. Henhbrson moved that a Committee 
of three be appointed by the President to 
wait upon Major General Schofield and in- 
vito him to a seat upon the floor of tly) 
Convention; which was unanimously agreed 
to, and Messrs. Henderson, Hall of R., and 
Phillips, were appointed on said committee, 
who waited upon General Schofield and 
conducted him to a seat within the bar; 
when, 

On motion of Mr. Broadhead, the Con- 
vention took a recess for fifteen minutes. 

After being called to order, Mr. Hall of 
R. moved to adjourn until to-morrow 
morning at 9 o'clock, which was decided 
in the negative by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
Birch : 

Ayes— Messrs. Bass, Bast, Broadhead, 
Bridge, Calhoun, Cayoe, Comingo, Doni- 
phan, Douglass, Drake of M., Duvall, 
Frayser, Flood, Gamble, Gorin, Hall of R., 
Hitchcock, Holt, Hough, Howell, Jackson, 
Jamison, Johnson, Matson, McFerran, Mor- 
row, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ross, Sayre, 
Shackelford of H., Shackelford of Su L., 
Sheeley, Vanbuskirk, Waller, Welch, 
Woodson, Woolfoik, and Mr. President— 39 
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Noes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Birch, Bogy, Bonnifield, Breckinridge, 
Bjifib, Deal, Drake of St. L., Dunn,£itzen, 
Foster, Gantt, Gravelly, Henderson, 
Holmes, How, Irwin, Isbell, Kidd, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Long, Marvin, Mc- 
Clurg, • McCormack, DcDowell, McLean, 
Meyer, Moss^ Moxlej, Noell, Norton^ Orr^ 



Phillips, Pipkin, Rankin, Bay, Rowland, 
Sobofield, SooU, Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., and Walker — 47. 

On motion of Mr. Hitchcock, the Con- 
vention adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 



TWELFTH DAY. 



Saturday Morning, June 27, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Wrlch. 

The journal of. the proceedings of yes- 
terday were*ead and approved. 

Mr. Likdsnbowbr introduced an ordi- 
nance entitled ^*An ordinance to provide 
for supplying the vacancy existing in the 
office of Judge of the Fourteenth Judicial 
Circuit,^' which was read and adopted by 
the Convention. 

Mr. Boot, from a Select Committee, made 
the following report, which was read and 
agreed to : 

*• The committee to whom was referred the 
petition from the people of St. Fran90i8 
county, praying that an ordinance be pass- 
ed by the Convention authorizing the issue 
of Treasury warrants by the Governor, for 
the purpose of paying the Enrolling officers, 
have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to report the same 
back and recommend that it be referred to 
the next session of the General Assembly 
of the State of Missouri.'^ 

Mr. Sayre called up the ordinance here- 
tofore introduced by him, entitled '^An 
ordinance appropriating money for the 
eare of the sick and wounded soldiers of 
Missouri .'' 

Mr. Stbwart moved the following amend- 
ment : Strike out '^ fifty, '^ and insert '^ one 
hundred." 

On motion of Mr. Mstir, the ordinance 
and amendment were referred to a Select 
Committee of three, consisting of Messrs. 
Sayre^ Mejer^ and Phillips. I 



Mr. Stxwart offered the following reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That this Convention do now 
adjourn shie die. 

Which was rejected by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being colled for by 
Mr. Birch : 

Atbs — Messrs. Bonnifield, Bush . Deal, 
Duvall, Eitsen, Leeper, Lindenbower, Mo- 
Lean, Morrow, Norton, Orr, Ray, Sobofield, 
Stewart, Walker, and Mr. President. — 16. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun, Oayce, Co- 
mingo, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., 
Drake of St. L., Dunn, Frayser, Flood, 
Foster, Gantt, Gorln, Gravelly, Hall of R., 
Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
Hough, How, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jack- 
son. Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Lonj;, Marvin, 
Matson, McClurg, McCormack, McDowell, 
McFerran, Meyer, Moss, Moxley, Noell, 
Phillips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ran- 
kin, Ritchev, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Scott, 
Shackelford of U., Shackelford of St. L., 
Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of L., Smith of 
St. L., Vanbuskirk, Waller, Welch, Wood- 
son, and Woolfolk — 70. 

The regular order having been resumed, 
the motion to reconsider the vote agreeing 
to the amendment of Mr. Woolfolk to the 
original ordinance of the Committee on 
Emancipation was decided in the affirma- 
tive by the following vote, the ayes and 
noes being called for by Mr. Drake of St. 
L.: 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bass, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Bush . 
Calhoun, Comingo, Douglass, Drake of St. 
L., Eitzen, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, 
Gravelly, Hall of R., Henderson, Hitch- 
cock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Kidd, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Linton^ Long, Marvin, McClurg^ 



4^. 
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MoCormack^ McDowell, McPerran, McLean, 
Mever, Morrow, Mozley, Noell. Phillips, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, Ritohej, Soho- 
field, Scott, Shackelford of H., Shackelford 
of St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Waller, 
and Woodson — 61. 

Nobs — Messrs. Bartlett, Bast, Birch, 
Cayce, Deal, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Frayser, Gorin, Hough, Jamison, Johnson, 
Matson, Moss, Norton, Ofr, Pipkin, Ray, 
Ross, Sayre, Walker, Welch, Woolfolk, and 

Mr. President— 25. 

• 

Mr. Woolfolk, by leave of the Conven- 
tion, then withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. Drakb of St. L. offered the following 
amendment: Amend section two by strik- 
ing out the words ** fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six,'^ and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words ." first 
day of November, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six ; '* 

Pending the consideration of which, on 
motion of Mr. McGormack, the Convention 
adjourned until 2} o'clock f. m. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and resumed the consideration of the 
amendment offered by Mr. Drake of St. L. 

On motion of Mr. Long, leave of absence 
was granted to Mr. Pipkin. 

Mr. Drakb of St. L. moved that the Con- 
vention adjourn until Monday morning at 
9 o'clock, which motion was decided in the 
negative by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes having been called for by Mr. 
Gantt: 

Arts — ^Messrs. Bonnifield, Breckinridge, 
Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Foster, Gamble, 
Gravelly, Hitchcock, Holt, Irwin, Jackson, 
Johnson, Leeper, Lin Jenbower, Linton, Mc- 
Dowell, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Schofield, 
Vanbuskirk, and Welch — 22. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, Bridge, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, Douglass, 
Duvall, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, Gantt, 
Gorin, Hall of R., Henderson, Holmes, 
Hough, How, Howell, Isbell, Jamison, Kidd, 
Long, Marvin, Matron, McClurg, MoCor- 
mack, McFerran, McLean, Moss, Mozley, 
Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of H., Shackel- 
ford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of 
L.^ Smith of St. L.^ Stewart^ Walker, Wal- 



ler, Woodson^, Woolfolk, and Mr. Presi- 
dent— 63. 

Mr. Drakb of St. L. offered the follow- 
ing as an addition to the pending amend- 
ment offered by him : 

Amend section 2 by adding as follows : 
" Provided, that all slaves emancipated by 
this ordinance shall remain under the con- 
trol and be subject to the authority of their 
owner during the following periods, to wit : 
those over forty years of age, for and during 
their lives; those under twelve years of 
, age, until they arrive at the age of twenty- 
three years ; and those of all other ages, 
until the 4th day of July, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four.'' 

The question being then on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Drake of St. L. as amended 
by him, Mr. Hbndbrson moved to amend 
the amendment as follows : ^^ Strike out 
the words eighteen hundred and sixty-six 
and insert the words eighteen hundred and 
sixty-eight." 

Mr. BRBCxniRiDOE moved to adjourn until 
Monday morning at 9 o'clock, which waa 
decided in the negative by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Gantt: 

Arxs — Messrs. Bartlett, Bonnifield, 
Breckinridge, Drake of St. L., Eitxen, Frav- 
sor, Foster, Gamble, Gorin, Gravelly. Hitch- 
cock, Holmes. Hough, How, Isbell, Jack- 
son, Johnson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, 
McCormack, McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, 
Noell, Phillips, Pomeroy. Rankin, Ritchey, 
Schofield, Scott, Vanbuskirk, Walker, 
Welch, and Mr. President— 36. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bass, Qaat, 
Birch, Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun, Cavce^ 
Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, Douglass, Du- 
vall, Dunn, Flood, Gantt, Hall of R., Hen- 
derson, Holt, Howell, Irwin, Jamison, Kidd, 
Long, Marvin, Matson, McClurg, McFerran, 
McLean, Moss, Moxley, Norton, Orr, Prew- 
itt, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackel- 
ford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, 
Sheeley, Smith of L., Smith of St. L., Stew- 
art, Waller, Woodson, and Woolfolk— 49. 

The amendment of Mr. Henderson was 
then agreed to by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
Drakb of St. L. : 

Atbs — ^Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast. Biroh, 
Bogy. Broadhead, Calhoun, Cayce, Comin- 
go, Deal, Douglass, Duvalh Dunn, Fray- 
ser, Flood, -Foster, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of 
R., Henderson, Hough, How, Howell, Jami- 
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ton, Johnson, Kidd, Marrin, Matson, Mo- 
Cormack, McFerran, Moss, Moxlej, Norton, 
Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewift, Rankin, 
Ray, Ritchey, Rowland, Sayre, Shackel- 
ford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. Pres- 
ident--51. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bonnifield, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Doniphan, Drake, 
Eitsen, Gamble, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, Linton, 
Long, MoClurg, McDowell, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Noell, Ross, Schofield, Scott, 



Shanklin, Smith of L., Stewart, Yanbus- 
kirk, and Walker— 32^ 

Mr. Welch moved to adjourn until Mon- 
day morning at 9 o'clock, and to print the 
ordinance and amendment as amended, 
which was decided in the negative. 

After further cpnsideration of the amend- 
ment, on motion of Mr. Hough, the Con- 
vention ordered the pending propositions 
to be printed, and adjourned until 9 o'clock 
Monday morning. 



THIBTBBNTH DAY. 



Monday Moeking, June 29, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and -was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Welch. 

The journal of the proceedings was read 
and approved. 

By leave of the Convention, Mr. Bush re- 
corded his vote in the negative upon agree- 
ing to the amendment of Mr. Henderson to 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Drake of 
St. Louis to the ordinance reported by the 
Committee on Emancipation. 

Mr. Irwin moved that leave of absence 
be granted to Mr. Porter, Sergeant- at- Arms, 
which was refused by the following vote, 
the ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
Satrb: 

Atbs — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Biroh, Bogy, Bonnifield, Breckinridge, Fos- 
ter, Hall of R., Henderson, Holt, Hough, 
Irwin, Jackson, Jamison, Leeper, McDow- 
ell, McFerran, Meyer, Moxley, Norton, Ran- 
kin, Shackelford of H., Shanklin. Smith of 
St. L., Stewart, and Walker— 28.' 

Nobs — ^Messrs. Bass, Bast, Broadhead, 
Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Oayce. Comingo, 
Deal, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of St. L., 
Duvall, Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, Flood, 
Gantt, Gorin, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, 
Bowell, Isbell, Johnson, Ridd, Linton, Long, 
Martin, Matson, McClurg, McLean,* Mor- 
row, Moss, Orr, Pomeroy, Ray, Ritchey, 
Ross, Sayre, Scott, Schofield, Shackelford 
of St. L., Sheeley, Smith of L., Vanbus- 
kSrk, Waller, Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
and Mr. President — 51. 



Mr. Smfih of L., from the Special Commit- 
tee* to whom was referred the "Ordinance or- 
ganizing the county of Lyon," reported the 
same back and recommended its adoption. 

The question being on agreeing to the 
report, it was disagreed to by the follow- 
ing vote, the ayes and noes being called for 
by Mr. Orr : 

A TBS — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bridge. 
Doniphan, Frayser, Foster, Gravelly, Hall 
of R., Holmes, Holt, Hough, How, Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Lin- 
ton, Long, Marvin, McDowellj Meyer, Pom- 
eroy, Prewitt, Rowland, Scott, Shackel- 
ford of H., Shanklin, Smith of L., Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President — 31. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bogy, Bonnifield, Breckinridge, Broadhead, 
Bush, Calhoun, Oayoe, Comingo, Douglass, 
Drake of St. L., Duvall, Dunn, Eitzen, Fioqd, 
Gamble, Gnntt, Gorin, Henderson, Hitch- 
cock, Howell, Jamison, Johnson, Matson, 
McClurg, McCormack, McFerran, McLean, 
Morrow, Moss, Moxley, Noell, Norton, Orr, 
Phillips, Rankin, Rav, Ritchev, Ross, 
Sayre, Schofield, Shackelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, 
Walker, Waller, Welch, and Woodson— 53. 

Mr. Phillips, from a Special Committee, 
presented the following report, which was 
passed over informally : 

The majority of the committee to whom 
was referred " An ordinance appropriating 
money for the care of the sick and wounded 
soldiers of Missouri," beg leave to report, 
that, in view of the embarrassed condition 
of the finances of the State, and the misuse 
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SO often made and liable to be made of 
such appropriations, coupled with the fur- 
ther objection to this body engaging in 
special legislation, they would therefore 
respectfully recommend the rejection of 
the ordinance. J. F, Phillips, 

F. Mkyer. 

On motion of Mr. Vanbuskirk, Mr. Holt 
was appointed on the Committee on Ac- 
counts vice Mr. Pipkin, who is absent on 
leave. 

The regular order of business, viz., *' the 
amendment to the ordinance reported by 
the Committee on Emancipation,** was 
taken up, and, after consideration thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Drakr of St. Louis, the 
Convention adjourned until 2} o'clock p. m. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend the 
amendment by adding after the word 
" owners " the words ** or their legal repre- 
sentatives as servants,** and also after the 
word " those " the words " who are then,** 
which amendments were agreed to by the 
Convention. 

The amendment as amended was then 
disagreed \o by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called for by Mr. Yan- 
buskiri: : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Breckin- 
ridge, Broad head, Bridge, Foster, Gamble, 
Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Linton, Long, Marvin, Mc- 
Dowell, McLean, Morrow, Noell, Phillips, 
Rankin, Scott, Shackelford of St. L., 
Shanklin, Smith of L., Smith of St. L., and 
Vanbuskirk— 29. 

Nobs — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Birch, Bonnifield, Bush. Calhoun, 
CAycp, Comin^o, Deal, Doniphan, Doug- 
lass, Drake of M., Drake of St. L., Duvall, 
Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, Flood, Gantt, Go- 
rin. Hall of R., Holt. Hough, Howell, Jami- 
son, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, Lindenbowcr, 
Matson, McClurjr, McCormack, McFerran, 
Meyer, Moss, Moxley, Norton, Orr, Pome- 
roy, Prewitt, Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Say re, Schofield, Shackelford of H., Shee- 
ley, Stewart, Walker, Waller, Welch, Wood- 
son, Woolfolk, and Mr. President — 57. 

Mr. Bush offered the following resolution : 



Resolved, That this Convention do now 
adjourn sine die, 

. Which was rejected by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Breckinridge : 

Ayes — Messrs. Baker, Bast, Bonnifield, 
Bus h^ Deal, Eitzen, Leeper, Lindenbower, 
McOIurg, Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Norton, 
Orr, Ray, Scott, Stewart, and Walker — 18. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, 
Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, 
Bridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, Doni- 
phan, Douglass, Drake of M., Drake of St. 
L., Duvall, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, Foster, 
Gantt, Gorin, Gravelly, Hall of R.> Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Hough, 
How, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Jami- 
son, Johnson, Kidd, Linton, Long, Marvin, 
Matson, McCormack, McDowell, SicFerran, 
McLean, Moxley, Noell, Phillips, Pomeroy, 
Prewitt, Rankin, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Sayrc, Schofield, Shackelford of H., Shack- 
elford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, Sqiith of 
L., Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. Prea- 
ident—68. 

Mr. Isbell moved to adjourn until 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning, which was dis- 
agreed to. . 

Mr. Broadhead moved the following 
amendment : 

Amend by way of substitute — strike out 
section 2, and insert 

^^ Section 2. That slavery and involun- 
tary servitude, except for the punishment 
of crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy, and also slaves within the 
State at that day are hereby declared to 
be free; provided, however, that all per- 
sons emancipated by this ordinance shall 
remain under the control and be subject to 
the authority of their owners as servants 
during the following periods, to wit : Those 
over forty years of Age, for and during 
their lives; those under twelve years of 
age, until the^ arrive at the age of twenty- 
three years ; and those of all other ages, 
until the fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six. The persons, or 
their legal representatives, who up to the 
moment of emancipation were the owners 
of the slaves thereby freed, shall, during 
the period for which the services of such 
freed men are reserved to them, have the 
same authority and control over the said 
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freed men that are now held ahsolately bj 
the master in reapeot of his slave ; provi- 
ded, haweoefy that after the said fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and seyenty, 
no person so held to scrrice shall be sold 
to a non-resident of, or removed from, the 
State of Missouri by the authority of his 
or her late owner, or their legal represent- 
atives/' 

The amendment was agreed to by the 
• following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Drake of 6t. L. : 

Arcs — ^Messrs. Allen, Bass, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun, 
Cayce, ComiAgo, Doniphan, Douglass, Du- 
vafl, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, Gorin, 
Hall of R., Henderson, Holmes, How, How- 
ell, Irwin, Isbell, Johnson, Kidd, Linton, 
Long, Marvin, MuCormaek, McDowell, Mo- 
Ferran, McLean, Morrow, Moss, Moxley, 
Noell, Norton. Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Rankin, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 
Shackelford of H., Shackelford of StrL., 
Sheeley, Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, Wal- 
ler, Woodson, and Woolfolk — 55. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker. Bartlett, Bast, 
Birch, Bonnifield, By sh ^ Deal, Drake of M., 
Drake of St. L., Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, 
Hitchcock, Hough, Jackson, Jamison, Leep- 
cr, Liodenbower, Matson, McCIurg, Meyer, 
Orr, Ray, Scott, Schofield, Shanklin, Smith 
of L., Stewart, Walker, and Mr. Presi- 
dent— 30. 

Mr. Woolfolk offered the following 
amendment. Amend by way of new sec- 
tion as follows : 

" Section 6. That at the election for State 
officers, to be held on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, the sev- 
^ eral clerks of the County Courts, or in case 
said clerks fail, then the judges of elec- 
tions, shall, in preparing the poll books for 
election, enter thereon two columns, one 
headed ^^ For Emancipation/' and the other 
^Against EmancipAtion ; " and if the ma- 
jority of the legal votes given be for eman- 
cipation^ then sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this 
ordinance shall take effect and be in full 
force; but if the majority of legal votes 
given be against emancipation, then sec- 
tions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this ordinance shall 
be null and veid ; and when the result of 
the election shall be ascertained the Gov- 
'€rBor of this State shall by proclamation 
timounce the same." 



Mr. Drake of St. Louis offered the fol- 
lowing substitute for the amendment. 

Amend by substituting the following : 

** Sec. — . At the general election of Su^ 
preme and Circuit Judges on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday of November 
next, the qualified voters of this State shall 
vote by ballot upon the ratification of this 
ordinance. Ballots shall have written or 
printed on them the words ^^ For the Eman- 
cipation Ordinance," or ^^ Against the 
Emancipation Ordinance." The return of 
the vote so taken shall be made to the office 
of the Secretary of State ; and on the first 
day of January next the same shall be otfbt 
up in the presence of the Governor, who 
shall by proclamation declare the result. 
If a majority of all the votes given in rela- 
tion to emancipation be against emancipa- 
tion, this ordinance shall be considered as 
in f uU force, otherwise it shall be void." 

The substitute was agreed to by the fol- 
lowing vote, the ayes and noes being called 
for by Mr. Drake : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bogv, Bon- 
nifield, Breckinridge, Broadhead, feridge, 
Bush, Comingo, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, 
Frayser, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Henderson, Hitehcock, |Iolmes, 
Holt, How, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, JlcClurg, 
McCormack, McFerran, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Noell, Phillips, Pomeroy, Rankin, 
Ritchey, Scott, Schofield, Shackelford of 
St. L., Shanklin, Smith of St. Louis, Stew- 
art, Vanbuskirk, Walker, and Mr. Presi- 
dential. 

Nobs — ^Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, Doniphan^ Doug- 
lass, Drake, DuvalK Dunn, Flood, Hall of 
R., Hough, Howell, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Long, Matson, Moss, Moxley, Norton, 
Orr, Prewitt, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 
Shackelford of H., Sheeley, \yaller, Welch, 
Woodson, and Woolfolk--36. 

Mr. Smfth of St. L. moved to amend the 
amendment as follows : 

Strike out the word ** the " and " ordi- 
nance " in both instances where they occur, 
so that the ballots may read, "For Eman- 
cipation," or "Against Emancipation," 
which was disagreed to by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, . 
Breckinridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, 
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Deal, Douglass, Drake of M.,Duvall,Fray- 
•er, Flood, Foster, Holt, Howell, Long, 
Mat80D,> McFeiran, Moss, Moxlej, Prewitt, 
Rowland. Shackelford of H., Smith of St. 
L.. Wooason, and Woolf oik — 27. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Birch, Bogy, 
Bonnifield, Broadhead, Bridge, Busji , j3on- 
iphan, Drake of St. L., Dunn, Eitzen, 
(iamble, Gantt, Gravelly, Hall of R., Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Hough, How, 
Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, Mar- 
vin, MoiJlurg, McUormack, McDowell, 
McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Norton, 
Orr, Phillips, Rankin, Ritchey, Ross, Sayre, 
Schofield, Scott, Shackelford of St. L., 
Shanklin, Smith of L., Stewaii, Yanbus- 
kirk, Walker, Waller, Welch, and Mr. 
President — 56. 

The question being on agreeing to the 
amendment of Mr. Drake of St. L., it was 
agreed to by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes being called for by Mr. Dbakb of 
St*. L. : 



Ates — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bast, 
Bonnifield, Bush, Doniphan, Drake of St. 
L., Dunn, Eitzen, Frayser, Foster, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Henderson, Hough, Isbell, Jack- 
son, Jamison, Johnson, Ridd, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, 
McCormack, McDowell, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Noell, Norton, Orr, Rankin, 
Ritchey, Rowland, Schofield, Scott, Shank- 
lin, Smith of L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, 
Waller, Walker, Woolfolk, and Mr. Presi- 
dent — 46. 

Noes — M^^ssrs. Bass, Birch, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun. 
Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Douglass, Drake ot 
M., Duvall, Flood, Gamble, Gantt, Irwin, 
Long, Matson, McFerran, Moss, Moxley, 
Phillips, Pomerov, Prewitt, Ross, Sayre, 
Shackelford of if., Shackelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Smith of St. Louis, and Woodson 
—38. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of R., the Con- 
vention adjourned until to-morrow morning 
at 9 o'clock. 



POUBTBBNTH DAY. 



Tirx8i>AY Mo&NiNQ, Juue 30, 1863. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, an(f was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Welch. 

The reading of the journal of yesterday's 
proceedings was dispensed with. 

On motion of Mr. Welch, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing contract with George Knapp & Co., of 
the city of St. Louis, for the printing of 
, five thousand copies of the debates and 
proceedings of the present session of the 
Convention, at rates not exceeding those 
heretofore agreed upon between the Con- 
vention and George Knapp & Co. at the first 
session of this Convention. 

Resolved^ That the account of George 
Knapp & Co., for printing five thousand 
copies of the proceedings and debates* of 
this' Convention, be audited by said com- 
mittee, and that the same be considered as 
printing for the Convention, the payment 
fot which is provided for out of the funds 
appropriated by the Convention for the 
contingent expenses of this Convention. 



Resolved, That said printed proceedings 
be distributed in the same manner as was 
provided for the distribution of the pro- 
ceedings of the first session. 

On motion of Mr. Vanbuskirk, 

Resolved^ That the Chaplain of this Con- 
vention be allowed by the Committee on 
Accounts five dollars per diem for his ser- 
vices, and that the two Pages be allowed 
two dollars and fifty cents each per diem 
for their services. 

Mr. Schofield presented an ordinance to 
amend the ** Ordinance defining the quali- 
fications of voters and civil officers in this 
State, and for other ptfrposes,'^ adopted 
June 10, 1862. 

On motion of Mr. Cominoo, the consider- 
ation of the ordinance was passed over for 
the present by the following vote, the ayes 
and noes being called for by Mr. Drake of 
St. L. : 

Aybs — ^Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Bass, 
Bast, Bridge, Calhoun, Comingo, Deal, 
Doufflaas, Drake of M., Dunn, Frayser, « 
Flood, Gorin, Hall of R., Houich, Howell, 
How, Jackson, Jamison, Kidd, Matson, 
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McClnrff, McCormack, McFerran, McLean, 
Moss, Moxley, Norton, Orr, Ray, Rowland, 
Sajre, Shackelford of H., Shackelford of 
St. L., Sheelej, Smith of L., Vanbaskirk, 
Waller, Welch, Woodson, and Woolfolk— 42. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Birch, Bogy, Bon- 
nifield, Breckinridge, Bgsb. Drake of St. 
L-, Dayall, Eitsen, Foster, liantt. Gravelly, 
Henderson, EUtohcock, Holmes, Holt, Irwin, 
Isbell, John8on, Leeper, Lindenbower, Lin- 
ton, Long, Maryin, McDowell, Meyer, Mor- 
row, Noell, Phillips, Pomeroy, Rankin, 
Ritchey, Schofield, Scott, Shanklin, Smith 
of St. L., Stewart, Walker, and Mr. Presi- 
dentr-39. 

Mr. McGLTJRa offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution : 

Whkeias a distingaished member of 
this Convention, the Hon. Robert M. Stew- 
art, was, daring the night of the 28th inst., 
confined in the military prison in Jefferson 
City ; and whereas rumors are in circula- 
tion that said Stewart was arrested and 
taken from this Hall during the morning 
session of the 29th inst, ; therefore, 

JResohedy That a Committee of three be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to ascer- 
tain the facts in the premises and report 
the same to this Convention, together with 
saoh resolutions as may be deemed proper. 

The resolution was adopted, and Messrs. 
McClurg, Smith of L., and Bogy, were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. RiTCHST, from a Special Committee, 
made the following report : 

Mr. Prssidbnt: Tour committee, to 
wbich was referred the charges of conjtin- 
ued absence from this body of A. S. Harbin 
and others, beg leave to report that the 
case of the Hon. John T. Redd, a member 
of the Fourth Senatorial District, has been 
presented and duly considered. Your 
-committee find that the said John T. Redd 
has failed to attend any of the sessions of 
this body, except the first; and, therefore, 
your committee present the following res- 
olution and respectfully recommend its 
adoption : 

Resolved, That the seat of the Hon. John 
T. Redd, a member of this body, from the 
Fourth Senatorial District, be and the same 
is hereby declared vacant. 

Mr. Phillips presented a petition from 
citizens of Pettis county, asking the Con- | 



vention to continue in office his Excellency 
Governor H. R. Gamble. 

The Convention proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the regular order. 

Mr. Henderson moved a reconsideration 
of the vote a^eeing to the substituted 
amendment of Mr. Drake of St. Louis on 
yesterday, which motion was decided in 
the affirmative by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called Jor by Mr. 
Drake of St. Louis : ' 

Ayes — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Cayce, 
Comingo, Deal, Douglass, Drake of M., 
Duvall, Flood, Frayser. Gamble, Gantt, 
Hall of R., Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, How, Howell, Irwin, Jackson, Kidd, 
Long, Marvin, Matson, McCormack, Mc- 
Dowell, McFerran, Moxley, Noell, Phil- 
lips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ritchey, Ross. 
Sayre, Shackelford of H., Shackelford of 
St. L., Sheeley, Smith of Sti L., Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, and Woolfolk- 50. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bonnifield, Bush^Doniphan, Drake of St. 
L., Dunn, Eltzen, Foster, Gorin, Hough, 
Isbell, Jamison, Johnson, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Linton, McClurg, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Orr, Rankin, Ray, Schofield, Scott, 
Sbanklin, Smith of L., Stewart, Vanbus- 
kirk. Walker, and Mr. President->33. 

*0n motion of Mr. Mxtbr, the Convention 
adjourned until half-past 2 o^clock p. m. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and resumed the consideration of the 
pending amendment. 

Mr. Lindenbower moved to lay the ordi- 
nance and amendment on the table, which 
was decided in the negative by the follow- 
ing vote, the ayes and noes being called 
for by Mr. Lindenbower : 

Ayrs — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bonni- 
field, Bush, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Isbell, 
Leeper, Lindenbower, McClurg, Meyer, 
Morrow, Orr, Schofield, Scott, Stewart, and 
Walker— 17. 

NoRS — Messrs. Allen, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bogy, Breckinrid/;e, Bridge, Broadbead, 
Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo. Deal, Doniphan, 
Douglass, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Flood, Foster, Frayser, Gamble, Gantt, 
Gorin, Gravelly, Hall of R., H**nderson, 
Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Hou^h, .How, 
Howell, Irwin, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Marvin, Matson, McCormack, Mc- 
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Dowell, McFerran, McLean^ Moxley, Noell, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin^ Ritchey, Ross, 
Say re, Shackelford of H., Shackelford of 
St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of St. L., 
Smith of L., Vanbuskirk, Waller, Welch, 
Woodson, Woolf oik, and Mr. President— 63. 

Mr. Martin moved that the ordinance and 
amendment be recommitted to the Commit- 
tee on Emancipation. Decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. Hall of R. offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted unanimously : 

Resolved, That hereafter all amendments 
and propositions proposed in the Conven- 
tion shall be voted for in the order in which 
they are presented, and no member shall 
speak more than five minutes on any propo- 
sition, or more than once. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Drake of 
St. Louis was then disagreed to by the fol- 
lowing vote, the ayes and noes being called 
for by Mr. Drake of St. Louis : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bast, Bonnifield, Bush, Doniphan, Drake of 
St. L., Dunn, £itzen, Foster^ Frayser, Holt, 
Hough, Isbell, Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, 
Leeper, Lindenbow^r, Linton, Marvin, Mc- 
Clurg, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, Rav, 
SchoMd, Scott, Shanklin, Smith of St. L., 
Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Walker, Waller, and 
Mr. President — 37. 

Noes — ^Messrs. Bass, Birch, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Douglass, Drake 
of M., Duvall, Flood, Gamble, Gantt, Go- 
rin. Hall of R., Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, How, Howell, Irwin, Matson, Mc- 
Dowell, McFerran, 'Moxley, Noell, Pome- 
T0v> Prewitt, Ritohey, Ross, Sayre, Shack- 
elford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Shee- 
ley, Smith of L., Welch, Woodson, and 
Woolf oik— 41. 

Mr. Gantt moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. Carried. 

Mr. Hough moved to amend by adding 
an additional section : 

"Section 7. Before any slave shall be 
manumitted under this ordinance, the own- 
er thereof shall be paid a reasonable com- 
pensation for such slave, out of money to 
be collected for that purpose by taxes to be 
levied upon all taxable property except 
slaves; and it shall be the duty of the 
General Assembly to make provision by 
law for giving effect to this ordinance." 

Which was disagreed to by the following 



vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Drake of St. Louis : 

Ates — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bush, Calhoun, Deal, Doniphan, Drake of 
M., Dunn, Duvall, Flood, Frayser, Holt, 
Hough, Howell, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, 
Matson, Moxley, Orr, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Rankin, Ray, l&ayre, Shackelford of H., 
Waller, Welch, Woodson, and Wool- 
folk- 35. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bogy, Bon- 
nifield, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Foster, 
Gantt, Gorin, Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, How, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Leep- 
er, Marvin, McClurg, McCormack, McDow- 
ell, McFerran, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, 
Noell, Ritchey, Schofield, Scott, Shackel- 
ford of St. L., 6hanklin, Smith of L., Smith 
of St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Walker^ 
and Mr. President — 42. 

Mr. CottiNGO offered the following amend- 
ment. Amend by adding new section, aa 
follows : 

'^After the passage of this ordinance, no 
slave in this State shall be subject to State, 
county or municipal taxes." 

Which was agreed to by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Drake of St. Louis : 

Ayes — ^Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Bush * 
Calhoun, Cayco, Comingo, Deal, Donfphan, 
Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, Flood, Foster, 
Frayser, Gorin, Hall of R., Holmes, Holt, 
Hough, How, Howell, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, 
Matson, McCormack, McDowell, McLean, 
Moxley, Noell, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ray, Ritchey, Sayre, Shackelford of U., 
Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Waller, Welch, Woodson, 
Woolf oik, and Mr. President— 51. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Birch, Bon- 
nifield, Douglass, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, 
Gamble, Gantt, Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Johnson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Marvin, 
McClurg, Meyer, Morrow, Orr, Ross, Scho- 
field, Scott, Shanklin, Stewart, Vanbus- 
kirk, and Walker— 27. 

Mr. Hough moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table, which was agreed to. 

Mr. MoxLET offered the following amend- 
ment. Strike out all after the first section 
and insert as follows : 

^' 1. All slaves bom previous to the first 
January, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, 
shall remain slaves during their natural 
lives, and all slaves bom after that time 
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remain slaves until they arriye at the age 
of twenty- one years. 

« 2. And that it shall be the daty of the 
Legislature to pass an act so as to author- 
iie the county courts throughout the State 
to appoint a county commissioner in each 
county throughout the State, whose duty it 
shall be to hire out said slaves made free 
by this act for the term of three years after 
they shall have arrived at the age of twCn- 
ty-one, in order to create a sufficient fund 
for their debarkation to some colony, and 
. to give them an outfit after they arrive at 
their destination. 

^' 3. Said commissioner to give bond and 
good security for all moneys that may come 
into his hands arising from the hire of said 
slaves, as well as the faithful discharge of 
his duty; said bond to be approved of by 
the county courts transacting county busi- 
ness; and that said commissioner be re- 
quired to pay over annually all moneys that 
may come into Jiis hands into the State 
Treasury, in order that the said money may 
be appropriated for the purpose above men- 
tioned. 

^^4, And that the foregoing ordinance be 
submitted to the voters of this State at the 
general election to be held in November, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, for their 
ratification or rejection.'^ 

The amendment was .disagreed to by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Meyer : 

Aybs — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, Drake of M., 
Dunn, D avail, Frayser, How, Howell, 
Japiison, Johnson, Matson, Moxley, Orr, 
Prewitt, Ross, Sayre, Shackelford of H., 
Waller, Woolfcdk, and Mr. President — 25. 

Nobs — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, ' Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Bush, 
Comingo, Douglass, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, 
Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, Gorin, Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, 
Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Kidd, Leeper, Lin- 
denbower, Marvin, McClurg, McCormack, 
McDowell, McFerran, McLean, Meyer, 
Mort-ow, Noell, Pomeroy, Rankin, Ritchey, 
Schofield, Scott, Shackelford of St. L., 
Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of L., Smith of 
St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, Walker, and 
Woodson — 51. 

Hr. Holt offered the following amend- 
ment: 



Amend by striking out section two, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following : 

^ On and after the first day of November, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, slavery 
and involuntary servitude, except for the 
punishment of crime, shall not exist in this 
State, save as herein provided. All per- 
sons held as slaves in this State on that 
day shall then cease to be slaves for life, 
and they and their issue thereafter born 
shall be the servants of their owners thence- 
forward until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, when 
they shall be free ; and between the said 
named dates, such servants shall not be 
removed by their owners beyond the limits 
of the State, but the right to their services 
during the said period may be transferred 
to any person living in this State ; and the 
General Assembly shall make such laws as 
may be necessary and proper touching the 
relation of master and servant in such 
cases, so as to secure to such masters the 
enjoyment of such service, and to such 
servants humane and proper treatment." 

The amendment was disagreed to by the 
following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Drakb of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bonnifield, 
Breckinridge^ gush, D rake of St. L., Eitzen, 
Hitchcock, How, Holt, Isbell, Jackson, 
Leeper, Lindenbower, Marvin, McClurg, 
McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Schofield, 
Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., Stewart, 
Vanbuskirk, and Walker— 27. 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Bogy, Broadbead, Bridge, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Douglass, Drake 
of M., Dunn, Duvall, Frayser, Flood, 
Foster, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., Hender- 
son, Hough, How, Howell, Irwin, Jamison, 
Johnson, Matson, McFerran, McLean, Mox- 
lejr, Orr, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ritchey, Ross, Sayre, Shackelford of H., 
Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, Smith of 
St. L., Waller, Welch, Woodson, Woolf oik, 
and Mr. President — 48. 

Mr. Duvall off'ered thfe following amend- 
ment: Amend by striking out all after 
section one, and insert the following : 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, shall c€|ase to exist in Missouri from 
and after the fourth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, according to the 
provisions hereinafter provided, to wit: 
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All slaves over forty years of age, on the 
said fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy, shall remain slaves for and 
during thdir lives^ and all slaves under 
twelve years of age at said fourth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and seventy, shall 
remain slaves until they arrive at ^he t^gc 
of twenty-four years, respectively, and 
those of all other ages shall remain slaves 
until the fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six. 

Sec. 3. No law imposing restriction upon 
the sale of slaves in this State, or the re- 
moval of slaves from this State, shall be 
passed by the Legislature of any time prior 
io the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six. 

Sec. 4. No future assessment of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assigned against said / property 
shall not be collected. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

The amendment was disagreed to by the 
following vote, the aye^ and noes having 
been called for by Mr. Mitir : 

Atss — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Cal- 
houn, Deal, Drake of M., Duvall, Jamison/ 
Johnson, Matson, McODrmack, Moxley, Orr, 
Bitchey, Sayre, and Waller — 16. 

Noes — Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Bonnifield, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bush, Cayce, 
Comingo, Doudass, Drake of "STTT, Eitzen, 
Prayser, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, 
Gorin, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, How, Irwin, IsbcU, Jackson,' Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, 
McFerran, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, 
Ritchey, Schofield, Scott, Shackelford of 
H., SbackeFford of St. L., Shanklin, Smith 
of L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, Vanbus- 
kirk. Walker, Welch, and Woodson — 49. 

Mr. Hitchcock moved to amend as fol- 
lows : Strike out from the second section 
the words ^* Provided, however^^^ and all 
the words thereafter following to the end 
of the section ; which was disagreed to by 



the following vote, the ayes and noes being 
called for by Mr. Meyer : 

Atks — Messrs. Bonnifield, Breckinridge, 
Bush, Douglass, Drake of St. L., Fitzen, 
Foster, Hitchcock, How, Isbell, Jackson, 
Leeper, Lindenbower, Marvin, McLean, 
Meyer, Noell, Orr, Schofield, Scott, Shank- 
lin, Stewart, and Walker— 23. 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Bogy, Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, Drake of 
M., Dunn, Duvall, Frayser, Flood, Gamble, 
Hall of R., Henderson, Holmes, Hough, 
Howell, Irwin, Jamison, Kidd, Matson, 
McClurg, McCormack, McDowell, McFer- 
ran, Morrow, Moxley, Pomerov, Prewitt, 
Rankin, Ray, Ritchey, Sayre, Shackelford 
of H., Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, Smith 
of L., Smith of St. L.,yanbuskirk, Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. Pres- 
ident-— 50. 

Mr. Welch moved the previous question, 
the question being ^' Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?" which was decided in 
the negative by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bogy, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridge, Bush, Calhoun, Comingo, 
Deal, Duvall, Eitzen, Flood, Foster, Gam- 
ble, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
How, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, Mar- 
vin, McFerran, McLean, Meyer, romeroy^ 
Prewitt, Rankin, Ritchey, Shackelford of 
H., Shackelford of St. Louis, Shanklin, 
Sheeley, Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, and 
Welch— 37. 

Nobs — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bonnifield, Cayce, Doniphan, Douglass, 
Drake of M., Drake of St. L., Dunn, 
Frayser, Gantt, Hough, Howell, Jamison, 
Johnson, Kidd, Lindenbower, Matson, Mc- 
Clurg, McCormack, McDowell, Morrow, 
Noell, Orr, Ray, Ross, Savre, Schofield, 
Scott, Smith of L., Stewart, Waller, Wood- 
son, Woolfolk, and Mr. President — 37. 

Mr. !E(roadbbad moved that the ordinance 
as amended be printed, and made the spe- 
cial order for to-morrow morning at 8 
o'clock, which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Brbckinridoe, the 
Convention adjourned until 8 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 



Wbdnbsdat Morking, July Ist, 1863. 

The CoDTention met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and was. opened with prajer by the 
Chaplain, Mr. Welch. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed 
with. 

The ordinance in regard to emancipation 
being the special order, was taken up by 
leave of the Convention. • 

Mr. Long was permitted to record his 
vote in the negative on Mr. Drake of St. L.' 
proposition on the subject of referring to 
the people. 

Mr. President moved to reconsidet the 
vote taken on yesterday disagreeing to the 
amendment offered by Mr. Hough. 

On motion of Mr. Qantt, the motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table, the' ayes 
and noes being called for by Mr. Drake of 
St. Louis : 

Atb8 — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bogy, Bon- 
nifield, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Bush, Comingo^ Douglass, Drake of St. L., 
£iuen, Foster, Gantt, Gorin, Henderson, 
Hii^chcock, Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, Is- 
bell, Jackson, Johnson, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Long, Marvin, McClurg, McDowell, 
McFerran, McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, 
Pomeroy, Ritchey, Scott, Schofield, Shack- 
elford of St. L., Shanklin, Smith of L.. 
Smith of St. L., Stewart, Vanbuskirk, and 
Walkei^-46. 

Nox8 — ^Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch ' 
Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, Doniphan, Drake 
of M., Duvalf, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, How, 
Howell, Jamison, Kidd, Matson, McCor- 
mack, Moxley, Orr, Prewitt, Rankin, Ray, 
Ross, Sayre, Shackelford of U., Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, and Mr. President — 31. 

Mr. Birch offered an amendment, entitled 
** A substitute for the ordinance nowpend- 
ing,'' as follows : 

8UB8TITUT1 VCR THX OBDIKANCB NOW PSn>INa. 

In order to ascertain the sense of the 
people in respect to the institution of do- 
mestic slavery, 

It u ordained by the Convention of the 
State qf Mtseouri, as follow : 
Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
elerka of the several county conrtd in this 



State, to insert in the poll books for the 
first election which shall be held after the 
restoration of peace, a column headed 
^^ emancipation,'' and an adjoining column 
headed ^' anti-emancipation ;'' and to make 
returns to the Secretary of State of the 
number of votes given for each proposition. 

Sec. 2. If a majority of the votes thus 
given shall be in favor of emancipation, it 
shall be the duty of the Governor to ap- 
point, by proper public proclamation, that 
on a day to be therein designated, (and not 
to exceed one hundred days from* the date 
of said proclamation,) an election will be 
holden in each Senatorial District for the 
purpose qf electing delegates therefrom to 
a State Convention. 

Sec. 3. Each Senatorial District shall be 
entitled to elect a number of delegates to 
the said Convention equal to the number of 
Senators to which it may be entitled in 
the General Assembly, and the said elec- 
tions shall be held, conducted, and decided 
in the same manner as in the election of 
Senators. 

Sec. 4. The Convention thus elected shall 
have authority to propose amendments to 
the Constitution of this State in respect to 
the institution of domestic slavery, and to 
submit the same for the ratification or re- 
jection of a majority of the qualified voters 
of the State. If a majority of the voted 
given at an election to be thus provided for, 
shall be in favor of ratifying such amend- 
ments as may be proposed by the said Con- 
vention, they shall become part and parcel 
of the Constitution ; but if otherwise, they 
shall be null and void. 

Sec. 5. The voters in the elections afore- 
said, and ever afterwards, shall be thus en- 
titled to vote under the tenth section of 
the Constitution of this State. The dele- 
gates to said Convention shall possess the 
qualification of Senators ; and until there 
can be a submission to, and a decision by, 
the people of the State, as provided for in 
this ordinance, no other action shall be 
taken by any of the authorities thereof. 
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Which was disagreed to by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Bartlett : 

Ayes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bast, Birch, 
Cayce, Deal, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Frayser, Hough, Matson, and Ray — 12. 

NoKS — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bogy, Bon- 
nifield, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Bush, Calhoun, Comingo, Douglass, Drake 
of St. Louis, Eitzen, Flood Foster, Gantt, 
Qorin, Hall of Randolph, Henderson, Hitch- 
cook, Holmes, Holt, How, Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, 
Lindenbower, Long, Marvin, McOlurg, Mc- 
Cormack, McDowell, McFerran, McLean, 
Meyer, Morrow, Moxley, Noell, Orr, Pome- 
roy, Rankin, Ritchey, Ross, Sayre, Scott, 
Schofield, Shanklin,'Sheeley, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Shackelford of H., Shack- 
elford of St. Louis, Stewart, Yanbuskirk, 
Walker, Woodson, Woolf oik, and Mr. Presi- 
den^-62. 

Mr. Drakb of St. L. moved to strike out 
all after the ordaining clause, and insert 
the following : 

Section 1. An election for delegates to a 
Convention of the people of the State of 
Missouri shall be held at the several places 
of voting in this State on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday of November, eight- 
een hundred and sixty-three, which election 
shall be managed and conducted by the 
sheriffs or other proper officers of the coun- 
ties respectively, in the same manner and 
according to the same rules and regulations 
as are now prescribed by law for the elec- 
tion of members of the General Assembly. 
The Governor shall issue his proclamation 
to the several sheriffs of the State immedi- 
ately after the passage of this ordinance, 
requiring them to hold and conduct said 
election according to law. 

Sec. 2. Each Senatorial district, as now 
constituted by law, shall be entitled to elect 
twice as many delegates to said Convention 
as said district is now entitled to members 
in the Senate of this State. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be a member of 
said Convention who is not qualified to hold 
a seat in the House of Representatives of 
this State, and who has not taken the oath 
required by the second section of the ordi- 
nance adopted by this Convention on the 
tenth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-two, entitled '^An ordinance defining 



the qualifications of voters and civil officers 
in this State. *' 

f Sec. 4. The qualifications of voters at said 
election shall be such as are now prescribed 
by the Constitution of this State and the 
ordinance referred to in the next preceding 
section. 

Sec. 5. The delegates elected under the 
provisions of this ordinance shall assemble 
at Jefferson City on the last Tuesday of 
December next, and may proceed to amend 
and change the Constitution of this State. 

Sec. 6. In cases of contested elections to 
said Convention, the contending candidates 
shall pursue the same course and be gov- 
erned by the same rules as are now pre- 
scribed by law in relation to contested 
elections for members of the General As- 
sembly, and the Convention shall be the 
judge of all such contested elections. 

Sec. 7. In case of vacancies occurring in 
said Convention, by death, resignation, re- 
moval from the State, or otherwise, the 
same shall be filled in the same manner as 
now prescribed by law for filling vacancies 
in the General Assembly. 

Sec. 8. At the time and places of holding 
said election of delegates to said Conven- 
tion, the qualified voters shall vote by bal- 
lot on the subject of emancipation of slaves 
in this State. The ballots shall have writ- 
ten or printed on them the words, "fop 
emancipation,'' or, "against emancipa- 
tion ; " and the judges and clerks of the 
election shall make return of the votes so 
givto, along with those for delegates ; and 
the number of votes so given for and against 
emancipation shall be certified by the clerks 
of the county courts of the several counties 
to the office of the Secretary of State, along 
with the votes given for delegates. On the 
first day of December next, the Secretary 
of State shall, in the presence of the Goy- 
ernor, proceed to, cast up the votes return- 
ed for and against emancipation ; and the 
Governor shall, by proclamation, announce 
the result. If a majority of all the votes /^ 
given in relation to emancipation be against 
emancipation, the Convention authorised 
by this Ordinance to be elected shall not be 
held at any time ; but if a majority of all 
of said Totes shall be for emancipation. 
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then the said Conyention shall convene at 
the time and place designated in the fifth 
section of this ordinance^ and proceed to 
amend the Constitution of this Stats. 

Sec. 9. The said CoDvention shall have 
no power to pass any ordinance or do any 
act touching the relations of this State with 
the United States^ or any of them^ or to 
legislate on any subject upon which the 
General Assembly how has power to legis- 
late. 

Sec. 10. The General Assembly shall ap- 
propriate money to defray the expenses of 
said Conyention, if it should be held ; and 
in default thereof, the said Convention 
may, by ordinance, appropriate the same. 
Sec. 11. The delegates to said Conven- 
tion shall receive the same compensation 
as that now allowed by law to members of 
the General Aissembly. 

Which was disagreed to by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Meyer : 

Aybs— Messrs. Allen, Baker Bonnifield, 
Bush, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, Foster, Is- 
Kel^ Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Mc- 
Clui^, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Scott, Smith 
of L., Stewart, and Walker — 19. 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 
Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Doni- 
phan, Douelass, Drake of M., Dunn, Duvall, 
Frayser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of R., 
Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, 
Hough, Howell, Irwin, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Long, Marvin, Matson, McCormack, 
McDowell, MoFerran, McLean, Moxley, Orr, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, Ray, Ritohey, 
Ross, Sayre, Schofield, Shackelford of H., 
Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, 
Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, Waller, Welch, 
Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. President— 61. 

Mr. Broadhead offered the following : 

Amend after the word " men,'* in tenth 
line, "for the purpose of securing th,e pos- 
session and services of the same** j also, 
strike out the words ** or her/' in twelfth 
line. 

Which amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. Howell moved to amend the second 
section, by inserting the word "late** after 
the word "their** in the fourth line, and the 
words "representatives or assigns** after the 
word "owners** in the same line ; which 
were agreed to. 



The question now being upon the pas- 
sage of the ordinance as amended, was de- 
cided in the affirmative by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being demanded 
by Mr. Drake of St. L. : 

Ayes — M.essrs. Allen, Bass, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhead, Bridge,Calhoun,Cayoe, 
Coming, Doniphan, Douglass, Frayser, 
Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, Gorin, Hall 
of R., Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, 
How, Howell, Irwin, Jackson, Johnson, 
Kild, Long, Marvin, McCormack, Mc- 
Dowell, McFerran, McLean, Moxley, Noell, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, Ritchey, Sayre, 
Scott, Shackelford of H., Shackelford of 
St. L., Shanklin, Sheeley, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, Welch, and 
Woodson — 61. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bast, 
Birch, Bonnifield, Bush, D eal, Drake of M., 
Drake of St. L., Dunn, Duvall, Eitzen, 
Hough, Isbell, Jamison, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Matson, McClurg, Meyer, Morrow, 
Orr, Ray, Ross, Schofield, Stewart, Walker, 
Waller, Woolfolk, and Mr. President— 30. 

Absent on leave— Messrs. Hall of B., Phil- 
lips, and Pipkin. 

Paired off— Messrs. Gravelly, Linton, 
Moss, and Norton. 

Mr. RiTCBBT moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken on the passage of the ordinance, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, which last motion was agreed to* 

On motion of Mr. Shbblet, 

Reiolvedy That this Convention will ad- 
journ tine die, at 11 o'clock ▲. m. this day. 

On motion of Mr. How, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Conven- 
tion are hereby tendered to the Hon. R. 
Wilson, for the dignified manner in whioli 
he has discharged the duties of his office. 
His impartiality and* kindness will be loag 
remembered by the members of the Con- 
ventioi^ 

Mr. McCosif ACK introduced " An ordi- 
nance concerning the payment of the en- 
rolled militia,** which was read three sev- 
eral times, and adopted by the Convention. 

Mr« Long offered the following : 

Resolved, That it is for the best interest 
of this State that Congress should enact 
such laws as shall be efficient for the re- 
moval of all slaves, hereby emancipated, 
beyond the limits of this State. 

Mr. Drake of St. L. moved to lay the 
resolution on the table, which was decided 
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in the affirmative by the following vote, the 
ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
Long: 

Aybs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bast, Bogy, 
Bonnifield, Broadhead, Bridge, Bj^gbri^oug- 
lass, Drake of M., Drake of St. 17., Frayser, 
Foster, Ganit, Henderson,. Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, 
Linton, Marvin, McClure, Meyer, Noell, 
Orr, Ross, Say re, Schofield, Scott, Shackel- 
ford of St. L., Shanklin, Sbeeley, Smith of 
L., and Mr. President— 35. 

NoRS — Messrs. Bass, Birch, Breckinridge, 
Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Doniphan, 
Dunn, Flood, How, Howell, Jamison, John- 
son, Long, McDowell, McLean, Ritchey, 
Smith of St. L., Woodson, and Woolfolk— 
21. 

On motion of Mr. Foster, 

Resolved, That J. J. Delahay be allowed 
three dollars per day for his services during 
the session of the Convention, and the 
Chairman of Accounts be hereby author- 
ized to audit the same. 

The President of the Convention laid 
before the Convention the following.com- 
munication from the Governor : 

Executive Man0ion, ? 
JirrEBSON CiTT, Jlily 1, 1863. I 

Gentlemen of the Convention: 

Your committee presented me, on the 
evening of the 27th ult., your resolution in 
which you request me to withdraw my 
resignation of the office of Governor which 
I communicated to you on the first day of 
your present session. 

This manifestation of continued public 
confidence, after two years of a stormy and 
difficult administration, cannot be other- 
wise than exceedingly grateful to me. 

The reason which I assigned for tender- 
ing my resignation was, that I had been 
chosen by you to the position of Governor 
at the time when the only danger we 
apprehended, was that of being overrun 
and subdued by the soldiery and supporters 
of the rebel confederacy — that such danger 
was now over, and the condition of Mis- 
souri was fi^ed as a loyal State in the 
Union. In other words, all that you had 
asked me to do had been performed, and 
therefpre I was at liberty to consult my own 
feelings and retire from office. 

The req^uest contained in your resolution 



involves the idea that I am to undertake a 
new labor — that labor can be nothing, less 
than that I shall endeavor to restore order 
and the supremacy of civil government over 
the discordant elements at work within the 
State. It may be difficult to accomplish 
the task. It can be accomplished only by 
the earnest, hearty co-operation of all who 
are interested in the real welfare of the 
State. In this work there is no room for 
the influence of party spirit. The discord 
of a family must cease when their dwelling 
is on fire, until they have extinguished the 
fire. When the State is restored to internal 
quiet, we may resume our party disputes 
about men and measures. In times of 
peace, such disputes are not dangerous, but 
rather tend to the purity and permanence 
of the Government. 

The work of restoring order within the 
State is one which will subject me to even 
more vile and unmeasured calumnies, which > 
have been continually heaped upon me ever 
since the people lost their fear of being 
overcome by the rebels. In patient silence 
I have borne these assaults in the past, with 
the means of easy vindication in my pos* 
session ; and if it is my duty to the State 
to continue to expose myself to the detrac- 
tion of bad men, I must encounter their 
attacks in the path duty points out. They 
shall never move me from that path. 

Is* it, then, my duty to the State to con- 
tinue in office until quiet is restored ? Your 
demand upon me is entitled to great con- 
sideration, because it is the expression of 
the judgment of a majority of the body 
with which I have heretofore acted with 
perfect harmony. Added to Ihat are the 
numerous requests of citizens in different 
parts of the State. Still further, it is the 
judgment of the Commanding General of 
this department that my sertices will be of 
great value* to him in aiding him in his 
work of pacifying the State. 

And yet again, I called you togeUier to 
devise, and adopt a scheme upon which oar 
slaves are to be emancipated ; and joa 
have performed the duty, and made in the 
name of and for the people a sacrifice, the 
magnanimity of which has not often been 
witnessed in the history of nations. I haye 
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taken part in joor deliberation and action 
upon this great qnestiony and daring ite 
progress I made the declaration in yoor 
presence, that if some scheme was not 
tdopted, I coold not consent to hold office ; 
thereby giring a kind of assurance that I 
would continue to act if y6n woold adopt a 
scheme of emancipation. And this occurred 
after joor resolution was passed, and de- 
signed to gain some support to the cause 
of emancipation. To some extent I may be 
understood to hare committed myself to 
continue in office^ at least while the State 
is disturbed, and the administration of or- 
dinary ciTil goyemment is interrupted. I 
ilways try to redeem my pledges. I there- 
fore withdraw my resignation, and will 
again inrolTC myself in the cares and per- 
plexities of office ; not to be, as the ioga- 



I eiaui President of the United States r^ards 

I me, the head of a faction, but an officer of 

the State, aboTe all jparty influences, and 

careless of eyerything but the interest of 

the Stote. 

H. R. Gaxbli. 

On motion of Mr. Breckinridge, it was 
ordered that five thousand copies of said 
communication be printed for distribution. 

The hour haying arriyed at which, by 
resolution, the Conyention resolyed to ad- 
journ, the President declared the Conyen- 
tion adjourned sine die. 

ROBERT WILSON, 
President of the Convention* 
Attest: 

Samitbl a. Lows, 

Secretary of Convention. 
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Ak Obdiitaivcs— 

To provide for certain amendments to the 
Constitation^ &c. (By Mr. Breckinridge). 

Read 12 

For the emancipation of slaves* (By Mr. 
Smith of St L.) 

Read 12 

For the aholition of slavery in Missouri* 
(By Mr. Douglass.) 

Read and referred 16 

To provide for the emancipation of slaves 
in the State of Missouri. (By Mr. Foster.) 

Read and referred • ••• 16 

Making the offices of Governor, k^., elect- 
ive on Ist Monday in August^ 1863. 

Laid on table ••• 16 

To provide for certain amendments to the 
Constitution^ and for the emancipation of 
•laves. (By Mr. Baker.) 

Read and referred 18 

CoDceming incorporated institutions. 

Referred 19 

Reported back, modified 21 

To provide for submitting to the people of 
Missouri certain amendments to the Con- 
stitution,^. (By Mr. Woolfolk.) 

Referred^ &e. 20 

For the appointment of a Commissioner to 
prosecute claims of Missouri troops. 

Read and amended • 20 

Amended 21 

To provide for certain amendments to the 
Constitution, and for the emancipation 
of slaves. (By Committee on Emanci- 
pation.) 

Read, and ordered to be printed* 24 

Amendment to 2d sec.^ by Mr. Drake 

of St. L. 27 

Amendment disagreed to 28 

Amendment by Mr. Breckinridge, to 
strike out all after ordaining clause, 

A«. 28-29 

Addition to 2d sec, by Mr. Gravelly. 
Agreed to • 29 



Am Ohbiitanck — 

To provide for certain amendments to the 
Constitution, &c. (By Com. on Eman- 
cipation. ) — Continued. 

Amendment by Mr. Foster, ^'strike out 
all after as follows.'' Disagreed to.29-30 

Motion of Mr. Orr to strike out sec. 1 
of Mr. Breckinridge's amendment* • • 31 

Motion of Mr. Orr acted on and lost* • 33 

Proposition to reconsider Mr. Gravel- 
ly's amendment Laid on table .... 33 

Amendment of Mr. Breckinridge. Re- 
jected 33 

Mr. Woolfolk moved an addition, "sec- 
tion 6." Carried 34 

Motion for reconsideration adopted** 36 

Mr. Woolf oik's amendment withdrawn 36 

Further action thereon 36, 37 

Motion to amend, by Mr. Henderson. 
Lost 38 

Substitute for second section, by Mr. 
Broadhead. Agreed to 38, 39 

Amendment by way of new section, by 
Mr. Woolfolk 39 

Substitute to same, by Mr. Drake of St 
L. Agreed to 39 

Motion to amend the amendment, by 
Mr. Smith of St L. Lost 39 

Amendment by Mr. Drake of St. L. 
Agreed to 40 

Motion to reconsider last vote, by Mr. 
Henderson. Carried 41 

Motion to lay the ordinance and amend- 
N ment on the table, by Mr. Linden- 
boWer. Lost 41 

Motion by Mr. Marvin to recommit. 
Negatived 42 

Amendment by Mr. Drake of St L. 
Disagreed to • • 42 

Motion by Mr. Gantt to reconsider the 
last vote, and to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. Carried •••• 42 

Motion by Mr. Hough to add a new 
section (7). Rejected 42' 
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Ak Ordinance — 

To provide for certain amendments to the 
Constitution^ &c. (By Com. on Eman- 
cipation ) — Continued, 

Motion by Mr. Comingo to add, by 
way of new section, that slaves be 
exempt from taxation. Carried.- •• 42 

Motion by Mr. Hough to reconsider the 
vote just taken, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. Carried* 42 

Amendment by Mr. Moxley, ''strike 
out all after the first section/' &c. 
Disagreed to 42, 48 

Amendment by Mr. Holt, substitute for 
2d section. Disagreed to 43 

Amendment by Mr. Duval 1, '' striking 
out all after section 1,'' k,c. Dis- 
agreed to 1 43, 44 

Motion by Mr. Hitchcock to strike out 
proviso in 2d sec. Disagreed to**** 44 

Motion by Mr. Welch for previous 
question. Not sustained 44 

On motion of Mr. Broadhead, ordered 
to be printed as amended, and made 
the special order for next day 44 

Motion of Mr. President to recon- 
sider the vote on disagreeing to Mr. 
Hough's amendment. Tabled 45 

Substitute for ordinance, by Mr. Birch. 
Disagreed to • • • • • • • 45-46 

Motion of Mr. Drake to '^strike out all 
after ordaining clause," &c. Dis- 
agreed to • •••46-47 

Amendments in lOth and 12th lines, 
by Mr. Broadhead. Agreed to 47 

Amendments to 2d sec, by Mr. How- 
ell. Agreed to 47 

Ordinance, as amended, adopted 47 

Motion to reconsider the vote on the 
final passage, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. Carried* 47 
To defray the expenses of the Convention. 

Read three times and adopted 26 

For the election of Judges of the Supreme 

Court. (By Mr. Gantt.) 26 

^ Substitute offered by Mr. Marvin, and 

agreed to • 33 

Amended and adopted •••• 33 

Establishing the County of Lyon. 

Referred • • • • • t. • • 27 

Committee recommend its adoption, but 
report disagreed to • 37 

Its rejection recommended ••• 38 

Amendatorj- of an ordinance providing for 
the organization, &c., of the State Militia. 

Referred * 30 



An Ordinancb— 

To provide /or supplying the vacancy ex- 
isting in the office of Judge of the Four- 
teenth Judicial Circuit. \ ' 
Read and ad#pted 35 

Appropriating money for the care of the 
sick and wounded soldiers of MissourL 

Referred 35 

Report of Committee 37 

To amend the ordinance defining the quali- 
fications of voters and civil officers in the 
State, and for other purposes. 
Laid over • »••• 40 

Concerning the payment of the Enrolled 
Militia. 
Read three times and adopted •••••••• 47 

Communication*- 

From Provost Marshal General of Mo. •• 4 

From Auditor of Public Accounts 13 

From Major General Schofield, instructing 
Gen. Brown to furnish papers, &e. 22 

From R. A. Brown, Delegate from the 
Fourteenth Senatorial District, tendering 
his resignation 23 

From Gen. E. B. Brown, concerning pa- 
pers and charges against T. L. Manna- 
duke 23 

From Major General Schofield, announcing 
that he had sent Mr. V. Marmaduke be- 
yond the Federal lines • • .. 31 

Ceedbntials of Delroatks Elect— 
From Second, Twenty- ninth. Twentieth, 
Eighteenth, Twenty-second, Twenty- 
fifth and Nineteenth Senatorial Districts.. 4 
From Sixth and Twelfth Senatorial Dis- 
tricts 15 

From Twenty-sixth Senatorial Districtv* 19 

From Ninth Senatorial District 29 

Message— > 

From Governor • 5-12 

From Governor, withdrawing resignation • • 48 
Nomination and Election of Committee 

on Emancipation 13-11 

Petition — 

From officers of Westminster College • • • • 18 
From citizens of Andrew county, asking 
that the seat of Prince L. Hudgens be 

declared vacant 20 

From citizens of Lexington, on the subject 

of emancipation 22 

From citizens of Andrew county, on the 

subject of emancipation 22 

From citizens of Johnson county, asking 
that Gov. Gamble be continued in office.. 26 
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Petition — 

From citizens of St. Franfois county, pray- 
Mig for remuneration of enrolling offi- 
cers 27 

From citizens of Pettis county^ praying th»t 
Gov. Gamble be continued in office 41 

Pbocbkdinos— 

First Bay 

Second ^ 

Third « 

Fourth « 

Fifth / " 

Sixth " 



3 

12 

15 

18 

19 

21 

Seventh'^ 22 

Eighth ^ 24 

Ninth « 26 

Tenth « 30 

Eleventh Day 31 

Twelfth « 35 

Thirteenth " 37 

Fourteenth " 40 

Fifteenth « 46 

PaocLAMATioN of Govemor Gamble for 
convening the Convention 3 

RSSOLUTIONS — 

Bj Mr. Hall of B.y to appoint a Committee 
to inform the Govamor of the organ! tui- 
tion of the House • • 4 

By Mr. Howell, to supply Biembers with 
daily papers « 4 

By Mr. Foster, to elect Doorkeeper 4 

By Mr. Flood, to elect Chaplain 4 

By Committee on Credentials 5 

By Mr. McFerran, to print ten thousand 
copies of Governor's Message 12 

By Mr. Drake of St. L., to pass an ordi- 
nance for the emancipation of slaves, &c. 12 

By Mr. Orr, to refer ordinance of emanci- 
pation to a Committee of nine 12 

By Mr. Henderson, as substitute to preced- 
ing. Adopted 12 

By Mr. McClurg, appointing J. Delahay as 
P*ge 13 

By Mr. Hitchcock, on the subject of eman- 
cipation 15 

By Mr. Birch, on the subject of emancipa- 
tion • 15 

By Mr. Linton, on emancipation 15 

By Special Committee, requesting Provost 
Marshal Genera) to interpose no obsta- 
cles to Mr. Marmaduke's attendance on 
Convention • •••• •••• 16 

By Mr. Hitchcock, amending preceding 
rMolution. Accepted 16 



Resolutions — 

By Mr. Breckinridge, substitute for preced* 

ing resolution 16 

Substitute offered by Mr. Howell. 

Adopted • 16 

Amendment by Mr. Smith of St. Louis. 

Disagreed to 17 

Amendment by Mr. Birch. Agreed to 

and adopted 17 

Amendment by Mr. Hitchcock. Agreed 

to 17 

Substitute, as amended, adopted 18 

By Mr. Breckinridge, to appoint a Com* 
mittee of Investigation respecting Mr. V. 

Marmaduke 18 

By Mr. Flood, in regard to a system of 

emancipation. Referred 18 

By Mr. McCiurg, to appoint a Special 
Committee to investigate and report upon 
the facts connected with the election of 

Dr. Bruns Rejected 19 

By Mr. Henderson, concerning the death of 

Hon. G. W. Zimmerman 19 

By Mr. Scott, vacating the seat of Mr. J. 

P.Knott. Refmed 20 

Adopted-*** 3;j 

By Mr. Orr, in respect to the memory of 

Judge Hendricks 20 

By Mr. Vanbuskirk, to refer to the Gene- 
ra] Assembly the << Ordinance to appoint ^ 
a Commissioner for the State of Missouri 
to prosecute the claims of troops/' Sue, 

Adopted • 21 

By Mr. Ritchf^y, to appoint a Special Com- 
mittee to inquire into the cause of ab- 
sence of members, &c. 22 

By Mr. Birch, to proceed to elect, on the 
22d inst., a Provisional Governor. Pass- 
ed over informally 22 

By Special Committee, recommending that 
the seat of P. L. Hudgens be declared 

vacant. Adopted ^...... 23 

By Mr. Drake of St. L., to appoint a Com- 
mittee to draft an ordinance providing for 

the election of Governor, &c 23 

By Mr. Foster, a substitute for preceding.. 23 
Amendment by Mr. Smith of L. Dis- 
agreed to 24 

Amendment by Mr. Bush. Accepted.. 24 
Amendment by Mr. Birch. Rejected.. 25 
Motion by Mr. Mosb to lay the whole 

matter on the table 24 

Amendment by Mr. Comingo. Agreed 

to 26 

Motion by Mr. Drake of St. L. to ta- 
ble the substitute, as amended. Lost 26 
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RBtOLUTIONB— 

Mr. Foster^s substitute — Contiwed* 

Amendment by Mr. Gravelly. Dis- 
agreed to • 26 

Substitute adopted 26 

By Mr. Moss^ that the Couvention pass no 
ordinance of emancipation without a 
pledge from the Pi esident that it shall be 
respected by the Federal authorities. Laid 
on the table 26 

By Mr. Doniphan, that it is the duty of the ^ 
State to refund the Public Schools the 
moneys misappropriated by the late C. 
F. Jackson 27 

By Mr. Breckinridge, to allow Mr. B. Pitt- 
man^ Reporter for Convention, mileage, 
&c. 31 

By Select Committee, recommending the 
expulsion of A. S. Harbin. Adopted* •• 31 

By Mr. Hitchcock, to appoint a Committee 
of five to consider the expediency of es- 
tablishing a tribunal for the trial of guer- 
rillas, &c. Adopted 31 

By Committee, recommending that the seat 
of Vincent Marmaduke be declared va- 
cant. Adopted 32 

By Mr. Phillips, limiting the time for 
speaking to thirty minutes. Disagreed to.. 32 

By Mr. Johnson, to appoint a Committee 
of three to inquire into the facts relative 
to the election in the 20tb Senatorial Dis- 
trict. Laid on the table 32 

By Mr. Stewart, that the Convention now 
adjourn tine die. R^'jected • • • 35 

By Mr. Bush, to adjourn Hne die. Rejected.. 38 

By Mr. Welch, concerning the printing, 
*&c., of the Journal, &c. 40 



RKSOI^TIONi^ 

By Mr. Vanbuskirk, concernini; allowance 
to Chaplain and Pages 40 

By Mr. McCIurg, to appoint a Committee 
to inquire into the cause of the arrest of 
the Hon. R. M. Stewart. Adopted 41 

By Special Committee, declaring the seat 
of J. T. Redd vacant 41 

By Mr. Hall of R., to vote for amendments, 
&c.^ in the order presented. Adopted • • 42 

By Mr. Sheeley, " to adjourn at 11 a. u. 
this day.»> Adopted 47 

By Mr. How, tendering thanks to the Hon 
R.Wilson. Adopted 47 

By Mr. Long, that Congress should pass 
laws for the removal of slaves hereby 

emancipated • • 47 

Motion by Mr. Drake of St. L. to lay 
resolution on the table. Carried* •• 48 

By Mr. Foster, making certain allowance 
to J. J. Delahay. Adopted 48 

By Mr. Breckinridge, to print 5,000 copies 
of Gov. Gamble's Message withdrawing 
his resignation. Adopted • • • • ^ 49 

Rk PORTS — 

From Committee on Credentials 5 

From Special Committee on communication 

from Provost Marshal Gen'l of Mo. •••• 12 
From Special Committee on petition of 

Trustees and Faculty of Westminster 

College 19 

From Committee on Emancipation, minori« 

ty and majority, with ordinances 24 

From Committee on petition from citixens 

of St. Fran9ois county • •••• 36 

Roll-Call 3, 3-4, 17, 38 
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STATE CONVENTION ORDINANCES, 

ADOPTED AT THE LATE SESSION. 



APPROPRIATION OF MONEY. 

AN QRDINANGl TO DEFRAY THE EXPENSES 01 
THE CONTENTION. 

Be U ordained by the People of the State 

of Missouri in Convention assembled^ as 

foUofvSy tO'ioit : 

Th&t the sam of foarie^n thousand dol- 
lars be and is hereby appropriated, oat 
of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, for the pay and mileage 
of members and officers of this Convention, 
and to defray the contingent expenses 
thereof. 

Adopted June 23, 1863. 



ELECTION OP JUDGES. 

AH ORDINANCE TO OHANQE THE TIMB OV HOLD- 
ING BLBCnONS fOE SUPRElfB AND OIBOUIT 
COURT JUDGES. 

Be it ordained by the People of Missouri in 
Convention assembled^ as follows : 
Section 1. That so much of the sixth and 
seventh articles of the amendments to the 
Constitution of this State, ratified at the 
session of the Legislature of 1850 and 1851, 
as provides that the elections of Supreme 
and Circuit Court Judges shall be held on 
the first Monday in August, A. D. eighteen 
hundred and fifty- one, and on the first 
Monday in August every six years thereaf- 
ter, is hereby abolished. 

Sec 2. The first general election for Su- 
preme and Circuit Court Judges hereafter 
to be held under said amendments to the 
Constitution shall be on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and sixty- three, and on 
the first Tuesday next after the first Monday I 
in November every six years thereafter^ any I 

... rji^' 



law, constitution or ordinance of this Cob« 
vention to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 3. Whatever election of judges or 
clerks of courts and other officers may now 
be fixed by law, or by order of any court, 
for the first Monday of August, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three, shall be held on 
the Tuesday next after the first Mondi^y of 
November, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
three. 

Adopted June 26, 1863. 

APPOINTING JUDGE TO FILL VA- 
CANCY. 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE lOR SUPPLTING 
THE VACANCY EXISTING IN THE OmCE OF 
JUDGE OV THE EOUBTEENTH JUDICIAL Qlft- 
CCIT. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State^ 
Missouri in ConvenHon assembled, as 
follows: 

Section 1. The Governor shall appoint a 
judge for the Fourteenth Judicial Cironit, 
to supply the vacancy now existing, which 
judge shall hold his office uBtil Tuesdfty 
after \k% first Monday of Novenber, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and until 
his successor is duly elected and qualified. 

Adopted June 27, 1863. 

PAYMENT OF ENROLLED MILITIA. 

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PATMENT 01 
THE ENROLLED mUTIA. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Missouri in Convention assembled, as 
follows : 

Section 1 . Every paymaster, when paying 
the militia who have been in active service 
under orders regularly issued, shall write 
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his name and his style of office upon each 
and eyery warrant or Union military bond 
which he shall pay oat, and no defence war- 
rant or military bond shall be redeemed or 
be received by the State without sach en- 
dorsement. 

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall take effect 
from its passage [adoption]. 

Adopted July 1, 1863. 



EMANCIPATION OP SLAVES. , 

AS ORDINANOB TO PROTIDl VOS OKtTAIN 
AMBNDMBNTS TO THB CONSTITUHON, AND 
FOB EMANCIPATION OV SLATES. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Missouri in Convention aesembled: 
Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Ccmstitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary ser- 
vitude, except for the punishment of crime, 
shall cease to exist in Missouri on the fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and seventy ; 
and all slaves within the State at that day 
are hereby declared to be free : Provided^ 
howevety that all persons emancipated by 
this ordinance shall remain under the con- 
trol and be subject to the authority of their 
late owners, representatives and assigns, as 
servants, during the following periods, to- 
wit : those over forty years of age, for and 
during their lives ; those under twelve years 
of age, until they arrive at the age of twen- 
ty-three years ; and those of all other ages, 
until the fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy- six. The persons, or their 
legal representatives, who, up to the moment 
of emancipation, were the owners oi the 
slaves thereby freed, shaU, during the pe- 
riod for which the services of such freed 
men are reserved ta them, have the same 
authority and control over the said freed 
men, for the purpose of securing the pos- 
aession and services of the same, that are 
now held absolutely by the master in re- 
spect of his slave : Provided^ however, that 
after the said fourth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, no person so held to 
service shall be sold to a nonresident of, or 
removed from, the State of Missouri, by the 



authority of his late owner, or his legal 
representatives. 

Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter brought 
into this State, aud not now belouging to 
citizens of this State, shall thereupon be 
free. 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed by consent of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or ordi- 
nance of secession, and hereafter brought 
into this^tate by their owners, shall there- 
upon be free. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

Sec. 6. After the passage of this ordi- 
nance, no slaves in this State shall be sub- 
ject to State, county or municipal taxes* 

Adopted July 1st, 1863. 

Orric£ Secrbtaat or State, ) 
City or jErr£ES0N, Mo. J 

I, Mordecai Oliver, Secretary of State of 
the State of Missouri, hereby certify that 
the above and foregoing are full, true and 
correct copies of ordinances adopted by the 
Missouri State Convention at its last ses- 
sion, entitled and adopted as follows : ^^ An 
ordinance to defray the expenses of the 
Convention,^* adopted June 23, 1863; "An 
ordinance to change the time of holding 
elections for Supreme and Circuit Court 
Judges, adopted June 26, 1863; "An ordi- 
nance to provide for supplying the vacancy 
existing in the office of Judge of the Four- 
teenth Judicial Circuit," adopted June 27, 
1863 ; " An ordinance concerning the pay- 
ment of the Enrolled Militia,** adopted Julj 
1, 1863 ; and " An ordinance to provide for 
certain amendments to the Constitution, 
and for emancipation of slaves,** adopted 
July 1, 1863, as fully as the same appears 
from the originals of said ordinances, dulj 
signed by the President and countersigned 
by the Secretary of said Convention, and 
now on file in this office. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed the seal of office. 

/^.s-^ Done at office in the City of Jef- 
< L.s. > ferson, this 16th day of Julj, 



1863. 



M. OLIVER, 
Secretary of State* 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



PETITIONS, REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, PROPOSED ORDI- 
NANCES, COMMUNICATIOKS, ETC. 



PETITION OP TRUSTEES AND FAC- 
TJLTY OF WESTMINSTER COLLEGE. 

The andersigned^ desirous to secare the 
best interests of Westminster College, in 
Fulton, Missouri, respectfully represent to 
the State Convention to meet in Jefferson 
Oity June 15, 1863, the following facts, for 
the purpose hereafter specified. The Col- 
lege has been in successful operation during 
the collegiate year, which closes June 25 tb, 
1863. Four professors have been constantly 
employed giving instruction to an aggregate 
of eighty-nine (89) students, embracing all 
the college classes. Six youug men are 
now ready to graduate. 

Our Trustees are elected by t)ie Synod of 
the Old School Presbyterian Church, and 
there can be no regular meeting of that 
body before October, 1863. The Trustees 
(twenty-four in number) are scattered 
widely over the State, and many of them 
did not hear of the act of our last Legisla- 
ture requiring them to qualify anew as 
Trustees, until after the time had expired. 
The fact of such a requisition was not 
known to most of us in Fulton till March 
31st, 1863. 

The interests of the College will be very 
much embarrassed by a failure to have a 
regular annual meeting of the Board June 
23d, 1863. In that case, our seniors cannot 
graduate, nor can any arrangements be 
made for the next session. There is a 
probability of our failing to secure a meet- 
ing of the Board, unless the time for taking 
the oath is extended. 

These and other reasons urge us to 
respectfully petition your honorable body 
to extend the time within which the Trustees 
of Westminster College may qualify, to the 



day of - 



A. D. 1863^ and your 



petitioners will ever pray. 
Fulton, Mo., June, 1863. 

Respectfully submitted. 
J. P. FiNLBY, Prof. GrUk. 
J. N. Ltlb, Prof. MaUiematidh. 
A. V. C. ScHiKCK, PotU, Prof. 

Metaphysics and Sacred LitWe. 
M. M. Fisher, Prof. Latin. 
♦Edwin Curd, Trustee. 
tR. Abbot, Trustee. 
I £. K. Parker. 
Jno. W. Martin. 
tTHoiiAS B. Nesbit, Trustee. 
W. R. Wilson, 



REPORT OF SPECUL COMMITTEE 
To whom w€U referred the Petition of the 

Trustees and Faculty of Westminster 

College. 

Mr. Prbsident : The undersigned, a ma- 
jority of the Special Committee to whom 
was referred the petition of the Trustees 
and Faculty of Westminster College^ in 
Fulton, Mo., beg leave respectfully to re- 
port — 

That upon a careful consideration of thfi 
prayer of the petitioners they are unable 
to find sufficient reasons why the Conven- 
tion should now depart from the uniform 
rule of action heretofore adhered to by it, 
under which this body hat declined to act 
upon questions or propositions affecting 
local or personal interests only. They can 
find nothing in the facts sdt forth by th« 
petitioners, however meritorious in them- 
selves their wishes may be, or however free 
from blame might appear to be the person* 



•Tookoftth. 



t QoaUiUdliil 
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who failed to take the oath reqaired by the 
act of the General Assembly referred to, 
which entitles them to any different action 
on the part of this body to that heretofore 
taken by it in sach cases. They therefore 
recommend that the petitioners have leave 
to withdraw their petition. 

June 18> 1863. 

HiNRT HrrcHCOCK, 

\ £. Vakbuskirk. 



COMMUNICATION FROM PROV. MAR- 
SHAL GENERAL DEP'T OF MO. 

JsmRSON CiTT, June 15^ 1863. 
Han, Robert Wilson^ 

President of the Convention* 
Dear Sir : Mr. Vincent Marmaduke, a 
member elect to this Convention, from the 
Saline District^ having been under military 
arrest for disloyalty^ and now on parole in 
the city of St. Louis, has applied for an 
extension of his parole to the City of Jeffer- 
son, for the purpose of enabling him to 
attend the present session of the Conven- 
tion. 

The Commanding General of this Mili- 
tary Department has instructed me to 
submit the matter to the Convention, and 
if it should appear that there is no objection 
on the part of this body to his taking his 
seat, his parole will be extended accord- 
ingly. 

Respectfully, your obH servant, 
Jas. 0. Broadhrad, 
Prov. Mar. Gen. Dep*t of Mo. 



RESIGNATION OF J. E. D. COUZINS, 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. 

St. Louis, June 13, 1863. 
Son. President and Oentlemen 

ofHtate Convention* 
Sirs : I hereby tender my resignation as 
fiergeant-at-Arms of your Convention. 
Ciroum stances over which I have no con- 
trol will not permit me to serve further. 

Thanking yon for past courtesy and 
kindness, 

I remain yours respectfully, 
J. E. D. Couznis. 



RESIGNATION OF R. A. BROWN, DEL- 
EGATB FROM CASS COUNTY. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen 
. qfthe Convention: 

It was my intention to have obeyed the 
call of the Governor, and to have met with 
you in Convention and participated with 
you in your deliberations — not to talk, not 
to speak, but to represent, in part by my 
votes, the Fourteenth Sena4,orial District, 
a constituency as loyal to the Union and as 
unwavering in their patriotism as any that 
is represented upon this floor. Many of 
them have a large interest in the peculiar 
institution that has been the source of all 
our troubles ; many of them, upon the other 
side, have never been identified with it« I 
feel that I owe it to myself, to them, and 
to the Convention, to give my reasons for 
my non-attendance. 

Unconditional Union meetings have been 
held in my county, instructing me to sup- 
port none other but measures for immediate 
emancipation, or resign my seat id the 
Convention. Similar meetings have been 
held in Jackson county, in which resolu- 
tions were adopted declaring that they 
would not be represented by either of their 
delegates, requesting each and all of them 
peremptorily to resign. 

I tender to you my resignation, and ask 
of you the adoption of an ordinance accept- 
ing it, and trust some gentleman will 
introduce a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. President and gentlemen of the Con- 
vention, I have no political record for the 
past, and desire none for the future greater 
than to be instrumental in saving our 
country from impending ruin. Our coun- 
try wants peace, and had I attended the 
Convention I should have lent my support 
to any and all measures having for their 
object a restoration of fraternal feeling. 
That is what should actuate and inflame 
every bosom ; and I feel well assured that 
all such measures will meet your hearty 
approval. 

Tou have men in your Convention of 
national renown as statesmen, and jurists 
of giant intellect, cultivated by education ; 
and upon your action on the present ocoa- 
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don, to a great extent^ depends the weal or 
woe of your State. You will make a 
political record. The eyee of the people 
are riveted upon yoa; they will look for 
some conciliatory measures for the restora- 
tion of peace to our distressed country. 
Then we may look forward with renewed 
hope to the brilliant prospects in the future. 
I trust that there shall be not only harmony 
in your deliberations^ but that spirit which 
will give assurance to the land that you 
have in your Convention those who are 
wise and true men. 

Very respectfully^ 

R. A. Brown. 



PETITION FROM LOYAL CITIZENS OF 
PETTIS COUNTY. 

To the President and Memben 

of the Mie$ouri Staie Convention: 

We, the undersigned loyal citizens of 
Pettis coanty, Missouri, would respectfully 
represent to your honorable body, that we 
have full and implicit confidence in the 
honesty, patriotism and loyalty of His 
Excellency Hamilton R. Gamble, Governor 
of Missouri, and believe it to be the duty 
of every loyal man to uphold with every 
means in his power the Provisional Gov- 
emment of the State. 

We would therefore ask your Honorable 
body to continue him in the office of Gov- 
ernor of this State until such time as there 
ean be an untrammelled expression of the 
loyal voters of this State, which we believe 
to be impoBsible at the present time. 



A. M. Forbes^ 
Wm. Gentry, 
Jos. C. Higgins, 
Richard Gentry, 
Wm. M. Gentry, 
A. P. Forbes, 
James M. Forbes, 
John Snnde, 
Wm. Porter, 
1. 0. Cheatham, 
£. C. Boaldin, 
Wm. S. Boaldin, 
Monroe Thompson, 



Wm. Taylor, 
Francis Stotts, 
Hiram Thornton, 
Wm. Rick, 
Michael Rentch, 
John B. Gortel, 
Taylor Gorrel, 
Wm. Lowery, 
John Lowery, 
John P. Higgins, 
Wm. L. Powell, 
John Majors, 
George Langden, 



Andrew Haggard, 
Craten Owens, 
Joshua Gentry, 
J. B. Hopkins, 
B. H. Offutt, 
John B. Henderson, 
Horace May, 
John R. Bourn, 
George Heard, 
Thompson Allison, 
George McClure, 
Larkin Williams, 
J. B. McClure, 
John 0. Yantls, 
B. Y. Chipman, 
Benjamin Smith, 
Jos. G. Gregg, 
Jos. R. Spurgen, 
David Cox, 

Draten 



Wm. Langden, 
H. J. McCormack, 
Henry McCormack, 
Levi Parish, 
John Henderson, 
Clark Henderson, 
C. W. Walker, 
John D. Degamett, 
Absalom McVey, 
Wesley McClure, 
Absalom Williams, 
Dr. Wm. McClure, 
A. D. SeceloflT, 
Samuel Shank, 
James H. Mills, 
Justinian Mills, 
Samuel Fisher, 
Wm. Spurgen, 
Wm. Cox, 
Winstein. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON OR- 
GANIZING A NEW COUNTY. 

Mr. Prbsidbmt : The committee to whom 
was referred the ordinance to organize a 
new county from the counties of Macon 
and Linn, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and have instructed me to re* 
port the same back to the Convention and 
recommend its passage. 

It is proper here to state that the onlj 
counties interested in the passage of this 
ordinance are those of Macon and Linn. 
The territory comes from them, and the 
people of those counties desire this action. 
They petitioned the Legislature at the last 
session to organise a county for them^ 
which only failed to pass because of con- 
stitutional limitations upon the power oi 
the General Assembly. 

After the power of the General Assembly 
had proved insufficient to organise a county 
for these people, they have held a publie 
meeting numerously attended, and aske4 
this Convention to organise a county for 
them, by special amendment to the Consti- 
tution. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
J. Smith, Chairman* 
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N RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING PRINT- 
ING, Ac, OF THE JOURNAL, PRO- 
CEEDINGS, Ac, OP THE PRESENT 
SESSION. 

Raolvedy That the Committee on Print- 
ing contract with George Knapp & Co., of 
the city of St. Louis, for the printing of 
fire thousand copies of the debates and 
proceedings of the present session of the 
ConTention, at rates not exceeding those 
heretofore agreed upon between the Con- 
rention and George ELnapp k Co. at the 
first session of this Convention. 

Resolvedi That the account of George 
Knapp k Co., for printing five thousand 
copies of the proceedings and debates of 
this Convention, be audited bj said com- 
mittee, and that the same be considered as 
printing for the Convention, the payment 
for which is prodded for out of the funds 
appropriated by the Convention for the 
contingent expenses of this Convention. 

Resolvedy That said printed proceedings 
be distributed in the same manner as was 
provided for the distribution of the pro- 
ceedings of the first session. 



AM ORDINANaB ORGANIzma THl GOUNTT OF 
LTON. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Missouri in Convention assembledy as an 
amendment to the Constitution of said 
Statey 04 follows : 

Section 1. That all that territory now 
within the counties of Linn and Macon, 
l&duded within the following boundaries, 
is hereby organised into a separate and 
distinct county by the name of **Lyon,*^ 
after General Nathaniel Lyon, to wit: 
Beginning in the middle of the main chan- 
nel of the Chariton river, where the town- 
ship line dividing townships fifty-six and 
fifty-seven, north of range sixteen, west of 
the fifth principal meridian, crosses said 
stream; thence west along said line, between 
the townships of like number, through 
ranges sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, and to 
the south-west corner of section thirty-six, 
in township fifty-seven of range nineteen ; 
thence north with the section lines through 



townships fifty-seven, fifty-eight, fifty-nine 
and sixty, to the north-west comeu of sec- 
tion one, in said township sixty and range 
nineteen ; thence east along the township 
line, between townships sixty and sixty-one, 
through ranges nineteen, eighteen, seven- 
teen and sixteen, to the middle of the main 
channel of the Chariton river, where said 
line crosses the same ; th^ce south along 
the middle of the main channel of said 
stream to the place of beginning. 

Sec. 2. Said county, in all other respects^ 
shall be organized under existing laws 
immediately after the passage of this ordi- 
nance; and that said county is hereby 
attached to and made a part of the Eleventh 
Judicial Circuit, and that the times of 
holding court therein shall be fixed by the 
Judge of said Circuit. 



AN ORDINANOB TO PBOVIDl FOR CERTAIN 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND FOR 
THE EBfANCCPATION OF SLAVES. 

[Introduoed byMr.Breekiiuridge, June 16, 1868.] 

Be it ordained by the People of the State 
of Missouri in Convention assembledy as 
follows : 

Section L The first and second clauses 
of the tweniy-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, or as hereinafter provided, 
are abolished^ and all slaves on that day 
within this State are hereby declared to be 
free : provided, however, that they and their 
issue thereafter born shall thereupon be and 
become indentured apprentices to their for*^ 
mer owners, their assigns or representatives, 
and as such held to service and labor from 
that date until the fourth day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and no 
longer. 

Sec. 3. No apprentice of the class pro- 
vided for in this ordinance shall be removed 
from this State during the term of his or 
her apprenticeship ; and it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, without delay, to 
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pass laws with appropriate penalties topre- 
yent the same. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the datj of the Legis- 
atare, without delaj^ to pass laws : To 
secure the humane and proper treatment of 
said apprentices by their masters and mis- 
tresses respectively ; to secure the return 
to service of any such apprentice who shall 
abscond or depart from the service of his 
or her master or mistress ; for the punish- 
ment by fine or by imprisonment, or both, 
of every person who shall counsel, persuade, 
entice, or assist, any such apprentice to 
ran away or absent himself or herself from 
the service of his or her master or mistress ; 
and of every person who shall entertain, 
harbor, or conceal, any such apprentice, 
knowing him or her to be & runaway, or to 
have absented himself or herself, without 
leave, from the service of his or her master 
or mistress ; to provide for the creation of 
a fund by taxation or otherwise, and for 
the proper distribution and application there- 
of, for the support of all free blacks who shall 
become free under the operation of this 
ordinance, and who by reason of extreme 
youth or age, sickness, insanity, idiocy, or 
other cause, are unable to maintain them- 
selves. 

Sec. 5. The right to the services of any 
such apprentice may be relinquished by his 
or her master or mistress, by deed duly ac- 
knowledged and recorded in the office of the 
recorder of deeds of the county in which the 
grantor resides, and thereupon the said 
apprentice shall be free from all claim of 
service. 

Sec. G. No future assessment of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assessed against such proper- 
ty shall not be collected, nor shall the 
right to the service of apprentices under 
this ordinance be held for any purpose to 
be the subject of taxation. 

Sec. 7. Section one, section two, and 
section three of this ordinance shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the 
first day of January, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-four ; sections four, ^ve, 
and six, shall take effect and be in force 
from and after their passage. 



AN OBDINANCB FOB THl mAKOIPATION 01 
SLAVES IN THE STATE OV MI8S0UBI. 

[Intxodiaeed hj Mr. Foster, Jvm 16, 1868 ] 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 

Missouri, in Convention assembled^ as 

foUofos : 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished, v^ 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, 
slavery and involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime, are abolished, 
and all slaves on that day within this State 
are hereby declared to be free. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature of the State of 
Missouri shall, upon the taking effect of 
this ordinance, pass such laws as shall b^ 
necessary for the support, protection and 
maintenance of all persons who shall be 
made free by this act, who may be unable 
to provide for and maintain themselves on 
account of unsoundness of mind, debility, 
extreme youth, or old age. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Missouri to pass such 
laws as will provide for the apprenticing of 
such persons who are made free by the op- 
erations of this ordinance, who shall be 
under twenty-one years of age on said first 
day of January, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
nine, to such suitable persons as the courts 
authorized to perform this duty of apprenti- 
cing may deem proper, such term of ap- 
prenticeship to continue until such appren- 
tice becomes twenty- one years of age, and 
no longer ; and it shall further be the duty 
of the said Legislature to pass such lavrs 
as may be necessary to secure the proper 
and humane treatment of such apprentices, 
and to prevent their removal from this 
State during such term of apprenticeship. 
Sec. 5. From and after the passage of 
this ordinance no slave, free negro, or mu- 
latto, shall be permitted to come to and 
remain within this State. 

Sec. 6. No free negro or mulatto shall 
ever, under any pretext whatever, be al- 
lowed to exercise the elective franchise 
within the State of Missouri. 
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Sec. 7. This ordinance shall be submit- 
ted to the people of Missouri at the regular 
election, to take place on the first Monday 
of August eighteen hundred and sixty- 
three, for their ratification or rejection. If 
a majority of the votes cast shdl be in fa- 
Tor of this amendment, it shall be a part 
of the Constitution; but if a majority of 
the Yotes so cast shall be against the adop- 
tion of this amendment, then this ordi- 
nance shall be null, void and of no effect. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the clerks 
of the sereral County Courts within the 
State of Biissouri to prepare two columns 
in the poll-books prepared for the August 
election, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, 
one headed ^^In favor of the ordinance of 
the Convention,'' and the other headed 
^^ Against the ordinance of the Convention.'' 



AN ORDDfAMCn VOR THB IMANOIPATIOlf OV 
BLAVn. 

[lAtndaetd 1^ Ms. SoL Smith, Jum 10, 1868.] 

TJie People of M%s$ouriy in State Convert- 
tion assembled, do ordain as follows : 
Section 1. No slave shall come into the 
State for permanent residence therein. 

Sec. 2. On the fourth day of July, eight- 
een hundred and seventy, slavery shall 
cease forever to be an institution of Mis- 
souri. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature may, by law, de- 
clare the political status of free persons of 
color, and provide, by a just and humane 
system of apprenticeship, to be exercised 
through county authorities, against such 
persons becoming a public charge. 

AN OBDINANOB FOB THB ABOUTION 01 SLAYBBT 
IN MISSOURI. 

[Inteodiiowl by Mr. DooglMf, Jwm 16, 1868.] 

Be it ordained by the People of Missouri, 
in Convention assend>ledy as follows : ' 
Section 1. No negro or mulatto, bond or 
firee, shall be brought, or shall come, into 
Missouri at any time hereafter. 

Sec. 2. All negroes and mulattoes now 
held as slaves in Missouri, and the issues 
of all such negroes and mulattoes, shall, if 
remaining in Missouri on the first day of 



January, eighteen hundred and seventy, 
become absolutely free on that day. 

Sec. 3. No law imposing restrictions up- 
on the jsale of slaves in this State, or the 
removal of slaves from this State, shall be 
passed by the Legislature at any time prior 
to the first day of January, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy (1870). 



AN ORBINANOB TO PROVIDB VOR CERTAIN 
AMENDMENTS TO THE OONSTITtTTION, AND lOR 
THB EMANCIPATION OF SLAVES. 

[Introdnoed hj Mr. Baker, Jmw 17, 1868.] 

Whbrbas it is contrary to the spirit and 
genius of a free government for involuntarj 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, to continue, or to exist therein; 
therefore, 
Beit ordained by the People of the State of 

Missouri, in Convention assembled, as 
follows ; 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, are abolished; and all 
persons who, upon that day, may be held 
in bondage in this State, as slaves for life, 
are hereby declared forever free. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the County 
Courts of the several counties, on the first 
Monday of January, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-i^our, to apprentice the children of 
such persons as may become free by the 
provisions of this ordinance, who may, 
upon that day, be under the age of twenty- 
one years : Provided, that the owners of 
said children, previous to the first day of 
January next, shall have the preference 
over all others in taking such children as 
apprentices; said apprenticeship to con- 
tinue till such children arrive to the age of 
twenty-one years respectively. 

Sec. 4. The county courts apprenticing 
such children shall require parties apply- 
ing for, or who may be entitled to the in- 
denture, under the provisions of this or- 
dinance, of children and persons to be 
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apprenticed, to give bond, with two or 
more good and sufficient securities, serer- 
ally, in the sum of one thousand dollars, 
conditioned for the full and faithful per- 
formance of the obligations imposed 
upon them by such indentures, as well 
al bj any future enactments of law, as 
the master or mistress of such indented 
persons. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of all 
persons holding indentures by yirtue of 
this ordinance, in addition to feeding, 
clothing and humanely treating such per- 
sons during the term of their apprentice- 
ship, to teach them a practical know- 
ledge of some useful and laudable trade 
or calling, as well as to teach and edu- 
cate them to read and write : Provided^ 
such persons, after a sufficient trial, may 
be found capable of being so taught and 
educated. 

Sec. 6. Any person or persons to whom 
Booh indentures are made, or who may 
hold the same under the provisions of 
this ordinance, who shall remove such 
persons so apprenticed from the State, 
during the term of their apprenticeship, 
shall be guilty of a forfeiture of his or 
her bond ; and any person or persons 
who may remote persons so apprenticed 
fronoi the State, without the will or con- 
sent of their masters or mistresses, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
with fine and imprisonment, at the dis- 
eretion of the court haying cognizance 
of the case. 

Sec. 7. Indentures made under the pro- 
Tisions of this ordinance may be made as- 
signable by the party or parties to whom 
they were originally made, as well as by 
the sssigBeefl holding such apprentices, un- 
der the provisions of this ordinance, to be 
H>proTed by the county courts of the coun- 
ties in whidi the same may hare been 
made. 

Sec 8. Children hem of persons during 
the term of their apprenticeship shall be 
provided for and taken oare of, until the 
mother of such children becomes ^ee from 
her indenture, by the master or mistress of 
sach mother. 
5 



AN 0BBI9AN0B 90 PKOTIDB fOB SUBMlTTIlfO 
TO THl PaOPLB or MISSOURI OBRTAIM AMBNIK 
MmXTS TO THB OONSTITDTION, AMD A SOHmi 
FOB THB ABOLITION OF 8LATBBT IN THB 
9TATB. 

(IntroiMtd by Kr. Ww^SiIk, Jim IS, ISfS.] 

Be it ordained by the People of Missouri^ 

in Convention cmembledy a» follows : 

Section 1. That from and after the date 
at which this ordinance shall take effect, 
the first and second clauses of the third 
article of the Constitution be, and the same 
are, hereby abolished. ' 

Sec. 2. That after the fourth day of July, 
A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-six, 
slavery and involuntary servitude, except 
for crime, are abolished ; and all slaves on 
that day within the State are hereby de 
clared to be free : Provided, however, that 
nothing in this ordinance shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the owners disposing 
of, or removing their slaves from the State 
before the fourth day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 

Sec. 3. That from the date at which this 
ordinance shall take effect, no slaves shall 
be brought into the State. 

Sec. 4. That at the election of State 
officers, to be held on the Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November, A. D. eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four, the several clerks 
of the county courts, or, in case said clerks 
fail, then the judges of the election, shall, 
in preparing the poll-books for election, 
enter thereon two columns, one headed 
^'for the abolition of slavery ,'' and the 
other " against the abolition of slavery ; *' 
and if the majority of the legal votes given 
be for the abolition of slavery, then sections 
one, two and three of this ordinance shall 
take effect and be in full force ; but if the 
majority of legal votes given be against the 
abolition of slavery, then sections one, two 
and three of this ordinance shall be null 
and void ; and when the result of the elec- 
tion shall be ascertained, the Governor 
of the State shall, by proclamation, an- 
nounce the same. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, That here- 
after no Convention shall be called for 
the purpose of making amendments to the 
Constitution of Missouri, without the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the General 
Assembly in favor of such Convention. - 
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dnteodoo^ Ms. J. D. Jotter, Jnnt 19, 18dB.] 

Mr. PsBSiDBNT : Tour oommittee to whom 
was referred the oommunioation of the Au- 
ditor in relation to the appointment of a 
State Agent, to reside at Washington Citj, 
for the purpose of prosecuting the claims 
of soldiers of Missouri against the United 
States Govemment, have had the same 
under consideration, and find it to be a 
subject of deep interest to a very large and 
worthy number of Missouri's best and no- 
blest citizens. It would be a useless expen- 
diture of time on the part of the oommittee 
to elaborate the benefits accruing upon the 
adoption of the recommendation contained 
in the communication referred to ; where- 
fore your committee content themselyes by 
submitting the whole subject to the con- 
sideration of the Conyention, believing that 
no proposition could more fully commend 
itself to the favorable oonsidwation of the 
delegates to the Convention than this, on 
aooount of the beneficial results to be con- 
ferred upon, and as a matter of justice, to 
the noble and patriotic sons of Missouri, 
who have been and are now engaged in de- 
fending the glorious old flag of our com- 
mon country, and the widows and orphans 
of those brave patriots who have fallen 
victims to the fate of war upon the many 
bloody battle-fields, where the gallant sol- 
diers of our beloved State have presented 
their bodies a ;wall of valor opposed to the 
progress and success of this unnatural, un- 
holy and wicked rebellion. Therefore, the 
said committee have instructed me to re- 
port the following ordinance, and recom- 
mend its adoption : 

AN OBBIMANOl TO APPOINT A OOIOCIBSIONNR 
fOB THl STATB OP MISSOURI TO PB08B0UTB 
THl OLADfS OP mSSOUBI IBOOPS, MILITU 
AND0TH1KJ9. 

Section 1. The Governor shall appoint a 
suitable and competent person a Commis- 
sioner for the State of Missouri, whose 
duty it shall be to prosecute the claims of 
Missouri troops, as well the militia as Fed- 
eral forces, £heir heirs and assigns, for ser- 
vices for back pay, pensions and bounty, 
against the Government of the United 
States, and for that purpose he shall with- 
out unnecessary delay, or as soon as the 



necessary blanks shall be prepared in mtn- 
ner hereinafter provided, establish an office 
at Washington City for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. Said Commissioner shall be al- 
lowed and paid by the State of Missouri 
the sum of three thousand dollars per an- 
num for his services. 

Sec. 3. In addition to the salary aforesaid 
the said Commissioner shall be allowed the 
necessary stationery, blanks, postage, office 
rents, and fuel, to be paid by the State. 

Sec. 4. The Auditor of Public Accounts 
shall audit and the Treasurer of the State 
shall pay, quarterly, the expenses incurred 
by the provisions of this ordinance, as offi- 
cers of the State are now paid by law. 

Sec. 5. Said Commissioner shall not 
charge or receive from any person, any fee 
or reward for the prosecution of any claim 
in this ordinance, made his duty to prose- 
cute, but as his full compensation for prose- 
cuting all such, shall only receive the sala- 
ry hereinbefore provided. 

Sec. 6. The sum of ten thousand dollars 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
not otherwise appropriatetl, for carrying out 
the provisions of this ordinance. 

J. D. Foster. 

The follawing additional section was of- 
fered by Mr. Birch, and agreed to : 

Sec. 7. Be it further ordained^ Tha^ the 
said Commissioner shall be authorized to 
employ a suitable Clerk, at a salary not ex- 
ceeding one thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum, to be audited and paid as the 
salary of the said Commissioner. 

MAJORITY REPORT OP THE OOMMIT- 
TEE ON EMANCIPATION. 
Clltd» tte speckl otdnr fbr Joae M, 186t.] 

As Chairman of the Committee on Emaa* 
cipation, I am instructed by a majority of 
the committee to report the ordinance 
now presented. A minority of the oommit* 
tee do not concur in the report^ and, who 
feel themselves at liberty to support amend- 
ments to the ordinance reported, although 
they do not concur in a minority report. 
One member of the oommittee vrill miJLe a 
minority report. H. R. Gaxblb, 

June 23, 1863. Ou^irrMm. 
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▲M OBDIKASCBTOPBOTIBB VOBOIETiJNlMlMD^ 
MBNTS TO THB CONSTITUTION AND fOB XHAN- 
dPAnON or SLAYBS. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Mieeouri in Convention asaembled : 
SecUou 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six ; and all slaves within the 
State on that day are hereby declared free. 
Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter brought 
into this State, and not now belonging to 
eitisens of this State, shall thereupon be 
tree* 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed by consent of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or ordi- 
nance of secession, and hereafter brought 
into this State by their owners, shall there- 
upon be free. 

Sec 5. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 



IflNORITT REPORT OF THE COMMIT- 
TEE ON EMANCIPATION. 

Pfade ihe tpeeial ord«r Ibr Jnnt M, 1868.] 

Mr. Prbsidbnt: The undersigned feels 
it to be due to this honorable body, to him- 
self, and, above all, to the true emancipa>- 
tionists whom he desires to represent, that 
he should explain the reasons which have 
made it impossible for him to agree with 
the Majority Report of the Committee. 

He has earnestly desired to unite with 
aU emancipationists, to yield his prefer- 
enoes, to sacrifice his favorite plans «nd 
ideas, and to submit, to a great extent, to 
the views of other members of the commit- 
tee, in what they would regard as a better 
policy ; but it is most difficult to compro- 
mise principles. And it is on principles, 
also, that the majority of the committee 
unfortunately differ with him. 

The undersigned will state only the prin- 
cipal points of difference : 



1. The position of our national affairs, 
the preservation of the Union, the pros- 
perity of this State, its future peace and 
security, and the interest of the slave« 
owner, as well as humanity to the slaves, 
imperatively demand speedy emancipation, 
followed by apprenticeship for a limited 
period. It is this system which alone 
could temporarily secure to the present 
slave-owner that labor, to secure which 
all laws against fugitives from labor are 
now inefficient, and which, at the same 
time, would gradually prepare the slave 
for full freedom, fiut as this point may 
be regarded by some as one of policy, and 
not of principle, this point might be yielded, 
provided the time adopted for the continu- 
ance of slavery were short, and the condi- 
tions attached thereto not in conflict with 
the principles of humanity. 

2. The committee, however, have agreed 
not only on a time which the undersigned 
considers far too remote, but they have also 
refused to attach to this long extension of 
the present system, the humane principle 
of prohibiting the sale of slaves and their 
children out of this State ; thus continuing 
to consider slaves as herds of animals, 
rather than as human beings. 

To this the undersigned, for one, could 
not subscribe. 

3. The ordinance reported by the com- 
mittee does not provide for submitting it 
first to the vote of the people. This is an- 
other essential point of difference. Un- 
limited as the powers of this Convention 
are, an Ordinance of Emancipation passed 
by this Convention would have no vitality, 
or, at least, no sufficient guaranty for the 
future, without a ratification by the people ' 
especially, in view of the fact, that the ma- 
jority of this Convention did, on the 14th 
day of June, 1862, adopt the resolution de- 
claring that they have not felt authorised 
to take action with respect to the grave and 
delicate questions of private right and 
public policy, presented by the joint reso- 
lution of Congress, respecting the gradual 
abolishment of slavery. 

Having thus briefly stated the reasons 
from which he has been unable to agree to 
the report presented by the oommittee> the 
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undersigDed desires to present, for the con- 
sideration of the Oonyention, an ordinance 
which, while it entrusts to future legisla- 
tion the passing of such laws as the change 
of system will require, is to go into effect 
immediately after the people haye given it 
full force by their vote, and which he be- 
lieyes would receiye the sanction of a great 
majority of the loyal people of Missouri, 
would cement the Union, and would result 
in great and material advantages to our 
Stote. 

IsiDOB Bush. 
June 23, 1863. 

▲N OKDINANOITO PROVIBK VOR CERTAIN AMEND- 
MBNT8 TO THE CONSTITUTION AND FOR THE 
EMANCIPATION 01 ^AYEB. 

Be it ordained by the People of the StcUe 

of Missouri in Convention cusembledf as 

follows : 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
slavery and involuntary servitude, except 
for crime, or as hereinafter provided^ are 
abolished, and all persons who on that day 
may be held in bondage in this State, as 
slaves for life, are hereby declared for- 
ever free : Provided, however, that they and 
their issue thereafter born shall thereupon 
become indentured apprentices to Uieir 
former owners, their assigns or representa- 
tives, and as such held to service and labor 
from that date until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, and no 
longer. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature to pass laws, regulating the relations 
between said apprentices and their masters 
and mistresses respectively ; to secure the 
services of said apprentices to their respec- 
tive niasters, and humane treatment to the 
apprentices ; to provide, as far as necessa- 
ry, for the education, apprenticing and 
support of those who shall become free 
under the operations of this ordinance, and 
against the importation of any negro or 
mulatto. 

See. 4. No future assessment of slave 



woperty shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assessed against said property 
shall not be collected, nor shall the right 
to the services of apprentices under this 
ordinance be subject to taxation. 

Sec. 5. That at the election to be held on 
the first Monday of August, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-three, the several clerks of 
the county courts, or, in case said clerks 
shall fail to do so, then the clerks of the 
election, shall, in preparing the poll-books 
for the election, enter thereon two columns, 
one headed ^^For emancipation'' and the 
other ** Against emancipation ; '' said elec- 
tion to be held by ballot and to conform 
in all respects with the laws now in force 
regulating elections. And if a majority of 
the legal votes or ballots given be ^<For 
emancipation,'' then this ordinance. shall 
take effect and be in full force ; and if a 
majority of the legal votes or ballots given 
be ^^ Against emancipation," then this or- 
dinance shall be null, void and of no effect. 
And when the resnlt of said election shall 
be ascertained, the Governor of the State 
shall, by proclamation, announce the same. 



AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAOf 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND FOB 
THE EMANCIPATION OF SLAVES. 

[Made the apedal order for June 29, 1868.] 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Misso^iri in Convention assembled : 
Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six; and all slaves within the 
State on that day are hereby declared to be 
free. 

Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter brought 
into this State, and not now belonging to 
citizens of this State, shall thereupon be 
free. 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed by consent of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or ordinance 
of secession, and hereafter brought into 
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tkis State by tbeir owners^ shall thereupon 
be free. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 
BO power to pass laws to emancipate slayes 
without the consent of their owners. 

Amend section two by striking out the 
words *' fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six/* and inserting in 
lieu thereof the words " first day of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight," 
and by adding to said section the words 
following : ** Provided, that all slaves eman- 
cipated by this ordinance shall remain 
under the control, and be subject to the 
authority of their owners, during the fol- 
lowing periods, to wit: those over forty 
years of age, for and during their lives ; 
those under twelve years of age, until they 
arrive at the age of twenty-three years; 
and those of all other ages, until the fourth 
day of July, in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four." 



AM OBBIHANOB [INTBODXKtED] TO PBOYIDB FOB 
OSRTAIN AMXNPHSNTS TO THE CONSTITU- 
TION AND fOB BBiANOIPATION Of SLATES. 

[KMle th« ipedalordarlbrWednMKUj, Jnlyl, 1868.] 

Be it ordaifud by the People of the State of 
MitBowri in Ckmvention ataembled : 
Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
erime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy ; and all slaves within the State 
at that day are hereby declared to be free : 
Provided, however, that all persons eman- 
cipated by this ordinance shall remain 
under the control, and be subject to the 
authority of their owners, 'as servants, 
during the following periods, to wit : those 
over forty years of age, for and during 
their lives; those under twelve years of age, 
until they arrive at the age of twenty- three 
years ; and those of all other ages, until the 
fourth day of July, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six. The persons, or their legal 
representatives, who, up to the moment of 



emancipatioii, were the owners of the sUves 
thereby freed, shall, during the period for 
which the services of such freed men are 
reserved to them, have the same authority 
and control over the said freed men that 
are now held absolutely by the master in 
respect of his slave: Provided, however, 
that after the said fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, no person 
so held to service shall be sold to a non- 
resident of, or removed from, the State of 
Missouri by the authority of his or her late 
owner, or his legal representative. 

Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter brought 
into this State, and not now belonging to 
citisens of this State, shall thereupon be 
free. 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed by oousent of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or ordi- 
nance of secession, and hereafter brought 
into this State by their owners, shall there- 
upon beVree. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

Sec. 6. After the passage of this ordi- 
nance, no slaves in this State shall be sub-' 
ject to State, county or municipal taxes. 



WITHDRAWAL OF RESIGNATION BY 
GOV. GAMBLE. 

Executive Mansioh, > 
jBrPBBSON CiTT, July 1, 1863. { 

Gentlemen of the Convention: 

Your committee presented me, on the 
evening of the 27th ult., your resolution in 
which you request me to withdraw my 
resignation of the office of Governor which 
I communicated to you on the first day of 
your present session. 

This manifestation of continued public 
confidence, after two years of a stormy and 
difficult administration, cannot be other- 
wise than exceedingly grateful to me. 

The reason which I assigned for tender- 
ing my resignation was, that I had been 
chosen by you to the position of Governor 
at the time when the only danger we 
apprehended was that of being overrun 
and subdued by the soldiery and supporters 
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of the rebel oonf ederftoj — that saoh danger 
was now over, and the eondition of Mis- 
souri was fixed as a loyal State in the 
Union. In other words, all that yon had 
,|teked me to do had been performed, and 
therefore I w:as At liberty to con salt my own 
feelings and retire from offioe. 

The request contained in your resolution 
iuTolves the idea that I am to undertake a 
new labor — that labor ean be nothing less 
than that I shall endeavor to restore order 
and the supremacy of eivil gorernment over 
the disoordant elements at work within the 
State. It may be difficult to accomplish 
the task. It can be accomplished only by 
the earnest, hearty co-operation of all who 
are interested in the real welfare of the 
State. In this work there is no room for 
the influence of party spirit. The discord 
of a family must cease when their dwelling 
is on fire, until they have extinguished the 
fire. When the State is restored to internal 
quiet, we may resume our party disputes 
about men and measures. In times of 
peace, such disputes are not dangerous, but 
rather tend to the purity and permanence 
of the Government. 

The work of restoring order within the 
State is one which will subject me to even 
more vile and unmeasured calumnies, which 
have been continually heaped upon me ever 
since the people lost their fear of being 
overcome by the rebels. In patient silence 
I have borne these assaults in the past, with 
the means of easy vindication in my pos- 
session ; and if it is my duty to the State 
to continue to expose myself to the detrac- 
tion of bad men, I must encounter their 
attacks in the path duty points out. They 
shall never move me from that path. 

Is it, then, my duty to the State to con- 
tinue in office until quiet is restored ? Your 



demand upon me is entitled to great con- 
sideration, because it is the expression of 
the judgment of a majority of the body 
with which I have heretofore acted wi^ 
perfect harmony. Added to that are the 
numerous requests of citizens in different 
parts of the State. Still further, it is the 
judgment of the Commanding General of 
this department that my services will be of 
great value to him in aiding him in his 
work of pacifying the State. 

And yet again, I called you together to 
devise and adopt a scheme upon which our 
slaves are to be emancipated ; and you 
have performed the duty, and made in the 
name of and for the people a sacrifice, the 
magnanimity of which has not often been 
witnessed in the history of nations^ I have 
taken part in your deliberation and action 
upon this great question, and during its 
progress I made the declaration in your 
presence, that if some scheme was not 
adopted, I could not consent to hold office ; 
thereby giving a kind of assurance that I 
would continue to act if you would adopt a 
scheme of emancipation. And this occurred 
after your resolution was passed, and de- 
signed to gain some support to the cause 
of emancipation. To some extent 1 may be 
understood to have committed myself to 
continue in office, at least while the State 
is disturbed, and the administration of or- 
dinary civil government is interrupted. I 
always try to redeem my pledges. I there- 
fore withdraw my resignation, and will 
again involve myself in the cares and per- 
plexities of office ; not to be, as the saga- 
dous President of the United States regards 
me, the head of a faction, but an officer of 
the State, above all party influences, and 
careless of everything but the interest of 
the State. H. R. Qamblb. 
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MISSOURI STATE CONVENTION, 

Held in Jefferson City, June* 1868, 



FIB8T DAY. 



Jbffbrson Citt> 
Monday, Xune 15, 1863. 

The Misflouri State Conrention aaaeMbled ia 
the Hoaae of RepreseDtativet this day ptirsnant 
to a call from tlie Governor. 

The President, Gen. Robt. Wilsok, of An- 
drew county, called the Conrention to order at 
10 o'clock. 

The roll being called by the Secretary, the 
following memberi answered to their names : 

Mea«^ Birch, Bogy, Breckinridge, Busfi^ 
Douglass, Dunn, Flood, Hitchcock, Hol^ 
Hough, How, Howell, Leeper, Linten, Mc- 
Clorg, McDowell, McFerran, Norton, Orr, 
Rankin, Ray, Scott, Shanklin, Sbeeley, Smith of 
Linn, Smith of St. Louis, Yanbuskirk, Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, and the President. 

The PmBsiDBNT haviDg annoniified that there 
was not a qaomm ptesent, 

On motion of Mr. bboT, Ae Convention ad- 
journed till half -past 4 p. m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention oiet pnraiiMit to adjonni- 
Mtnt at half-past 4. 

The roll was called, and sixty- tour members 
answered to their names. 

The credentials of the fotlowiBg memberi 
\ were offered : 



Sol. R. Moxley, of the 2d Senatorial District. 
Chas D. Drake, « 29th " 

Wm Baker, *« 20th «* 

C. B. Walker, « 18th « 

W. J. Davall, ^ 22d « 

Henry J. Deal, " 26th « 

H. J. Lindenbower,of 19ih « 

Mr. Jno. F. Phillips moved that a Com- 
mittee of three be appointed, to whom the cre- 
dentials of the new members should be sub- 
mitted. 

Messrs. PhilUps, Douglass and Henderson 
were appointed the Committer. 

Mr. W. P. Hall moved that a Committee of 
three be appointed by the Chair to inform the 
Governor of the Stat^ that a qnomm of the 
Convention was present, iand prepared to r^ 
eeive jany comvunieatloa he might think ptih 
per to make. 

Messrs. Hall, Bogy and BrecJcinridge were 
appointed the Committer, who soon reported 
that the Governor woald eommanieate with 
the Convention in writing. 

Mr. W. J. HoWBLL moved ^ that the Seevo- 
tary of this body furnish eaeh member with 
three daily papers during the preeent eessieB 
of the Convention, and that the cost of the 
same be paid as other expenses of the Conveu* 
tion.^' Carried. 

On motion of Mr. J. D. Foerxa, tiie Con- 
vention proceeded to the eleetioa of a Cliap- 
MOf a Sergeants* Arms, aad a Doorkeqier. 
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C. F. Ward, — Bat^t, 8. W. Winston and 
Fred'k Behrle were nominated for Doorkeeper. 

The votes were— Ward, 7 ; Bates, 3 } Win- 
ston, 41 ; Behrle, 3. 

Winston having received a majority of votes, 
was declared elected. 

On motion of Mr. FosTsm, Mr. W. 8. Porter 
was unanimously elected 8er|feant-at-Arms. 

On motion of Mr. Flood, Mr. J. A. Welch 
was unanimously elected Chaplain. 

The following communication was then 
read: 

Jeffebson Oitt^ Jane 15^ 1863* 
Am. Robert Wilsov, 

President of the Cimveniian. 

Dear Sir : Mr. Vincent Marmaduke^ a 
member elect to this CenventioD, from the 
Saline District, having been under military 
arrest for disloyalty, and now on parole in 
the city of St. Loais^ has applied for an 
extension of his parole to the City of Jeflfer- 
son, for the purpose of enabling him to 
attend the present session of the Conven- 
tion. 

The Commanding Gtoeral of this Mili- 
tary Department has instructed me to 
submit the matter to the Convention, and 
if it should appear that there is no objection 
on the part of this body to his taking his 
seat, his parole will bo extended accord- 
ingly. 

Bespectfnlly^ your ob^t servant, 
Jas. 0. Broadhbab, 
Pr&v. Mar. Gen. Dej^t of Mo, 

The following message from the Governor 
was then read by the President : 

MESSAGE. 
BtMimm^ ofUnCkmvemiion t 

Under the power ceaf erred «pon me by your 
body, I have called you together again to con* 
suit and act upon matters of tiie highest inter- 
est to the State. 

The subject named in the call as that which, 
in my judgment, chiefly demands your atten- 
tien, is that of the emancipation of slaves. 

In my mesiage to the General Assembly, I 
expressed to that body my general views upon 
the subjeet in this language: *^ Having always 
lived in States where slavery existed, 1 have 
had no such prejudice againat the institutioB 
as is ftit and espt-essed by many. But I have 
long entertatocd the opii^B tiiat the material 
interests of Missowi w«uld b« promoted, stad 



her resources would be more rspidly developed, 
by the substitution of free labor for slave labor. 
Entertaining this opinion, I looked to the rapid 
increase of free population and its excess over 
the slaves as sure, in time and by ordinary 
laws that govern commercial interests, to effect 
a change in our labor system. Taking no part 
in public affairs, I have been content to let the 
whole subject take its natural course, without 
mingling in the discussion which has arisen.^' 

** The necessity for action at this time grows 
out of the present condition of the country. A 
great rebellion against our Government existi, 
and its primary object is to inaugurate a gov- 
ernment in which slavery shall be fostered as 
the controlling interest'' 

*' If the leaders of this rebellion do really 
desire to have our State within their pretended 
Confederacy, there can be no more effectual 
mode of extinguishing that desire than by 
showing our purpose to clear the State ulti- 
mately of the institution which forms the bond 
of cement among the rebellious States.'' 

Such being my views, and being bound by 
the Constitution '^to recommend to the con* 
sideration of the General Assembly such meas- 
ures as I should deem necessary and expe- 
dient," I suggested to that body a sebeme of 
gradual emancipatioB. The Geaeral Assem- 
bly was prohibited by the Constilutien from 
passing any law for the emancipation of slavea 
without the consent of their owners, or without 
paying them, before such emancipation, a full 
equivalent for the slaves so emancipated. The 
prostrated condition of the finances of the 
State rendered it impossible f6r the State to 
pay the equivalent required by the Constitu- 
tion. The certainty of obtaining money from 
the United States for that purpose was not suf- 
ficiently clear to form the basis of legislative 
action. The plan I recommended would have 
reduced the compensation required to an in- 
signifieaat amount, an amount which in fact 
might have been provided by the State. 

Tlie General Assembly failed to act upon 
the subject 

The importance of the subject in its relation 
to all the interests of ttie State demanded, in 
my judgment, very speedy action, by a body 
capable of finally disposing of it by the adop- 
tion of some wise and just seheme of eoMinci- 
pation. The Senate passed a joint reaoHitlon 
requesting an to eall the Cenvention together, 
and also a bill for the eleetioB «f delegatee to 
a new CoBveatioii, provided year body should 
not before the first day of Jnly nest adept a 
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scheme of emancipation. Altliongh neither of 
these Bbeasores wme acted upon in the House 
of Representatifes, yet tile friends of emanci- 
pation in the Honse exhibited the ip'eatest 
earnestness in endearoring to hare the bill 
which came from the Senate acted npon by the 
Hoase, and were only foiled by the application 
of stringent parliamentary rules. This action 
in the Assembly gare strength to my own con- 
viction that you should be called together 
rather than wait until the Assembly should 
again convene in November next, and then in- 
itiate measures of emancipation which might 
require some time before they could have 
effect. 

It is under these circumstances that you have 
been called to assemble, and the subject of the 
emancipation of slaves is commended to your 
attention as a subject of the highest interest to 
the State, and involving questions the most 
delicate and difficult that you can be required 
to solve. 

I will not undertake the labor of developing 
any scheme and recommending it to you for 
adoption. The whole subject of emancipation 
is one upon which the minds of men will differ 
as they are affected by prejudice, or inflamed 
by passion, or controlled by reason $ and among 
tboae who favor emancipation under the 
guidance of reason alone there is such a variety 
of opinions about schemes and the details of 
schemes, that there is no probability of any 
Kheme devised by a single mind meeting with 
the ready approval of other minds in all its de^ 
tails. I will not, therefore, undertake the task 
of recommending any given scheme. 

This^ however, I may be allowed to say, 
that if a body of intelligent and patriotic men 
will approach the subject with a deep convic* 
tion that it is of the highest importance to the 
State that the subject should be disposed of, 
they will be able to dispose of it by affreeing 
upon some measure, although it may not in all 
its detail* be the exact expression of the will 
of any individual who sustains it. 

I will venture to say, farther, that in this, as 
in all other cases in which a State for its own 
benefit deprives any of its citizens of property, 
political morals require that the citizen shall 
be deprived of his rights no farther than is 
necessary to make the public benefit certain 
and secure. White, then, emancipation is 
necessary for the public good, the period at 
which It Shan be made effectual and complete 
admits of gr^t diversity of opinion. This 
question of time is one on which those who 



agree in respect to the main point can, by mu- 
tual concession, harmonize their views. 

In my communication made to you at your 
session in June last, I submitted to you a brief 
statement of what I had done up to that time 
to put the State in a condition of defence, so 
that she might be protected against enemies^ 
external and internal. The latter class con- 
sisted of bands of robbers and assassins, who, 
scattered over the country in smaller or greater 
numbers, made the existing state of war a 
cover for their schemes of plunder and murder. 
It became manifest that the regularly organ- 
ized forces in the service of the United States 
were not as well adapted to the work of rid- 
ding the country from these bodies of outlaws, 
as would be a force of militia organized 
throughout the State, ready at all points to 
detect and destroy such an active and vigilant 
enemy. The fact, too, that the population 6t 
the State, loyal and disloyal, were so mingled 
together as to render it impossible to dis- 
tinguish between the friends and the enemies 
of the Government (where there had been no 
public manifestation of the feeling of dis- 
loyalty) and that such commingling of the 
classes facilitated the operations of these hos- 
tile bands and exposed the loyal men to their 
outrages, rendered it necessary to distinguish 
the classes from each other. To accomplish 
both these objects, it was determined, in con- 
sultation with Brigadier (nowMigor) General 
Schofield, then commanding the District of 
Missouri, to organize the entire loyal militia 
of the State. Accordingly, an order was 
issued requiring the organization of the militia 
of the State, **for the purpose of destroying 
the bands of guerrillas," and committing the 
work of organization to General Schofield, 
who was a Brigadier of State Militia, as ^ ell 
as a Brigadier of United States Volunteers. 
Under his direction, the organization proceed* 
ed with great rapidity, and soon a large force 
was prepared to take part in the defence of 
the State and in protecting its loyal citizens. 
The process of organization had the immediate 
effect, too, of drawing the lines between loyal 
and disloyal citizens, and of giving confidence 
to loyal men as they became organized and 
armed and acquainted with their strength. 
This measure has been of incalculable benefit 
to the State, in preserving its loyal inhabitants 
from the depredations of marauding bands, in 
preventing the formation of such bands, and 
in pursuing and breaking them up when 
formed. And In battle with an organised 
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enemyi as at SpriDgfield and other places^ the 
Enrolled Milititi have shown that Western 
troops, although they may be raw, have a dar- 
ing enterprise, a reckless courage, which, with 
other people, is the result of long training and 
discipline. 

Yet there are persons who speak against the 
Enrolled Militia, and make accusations sgainst 
them of disloyaltyl It may be true that the 
anxiety of officers, when forming regiments, 
to swell the number and apparent strength of 
their commands, may have caused them to 
admit into their ranks some disloyal men. 
Such conduct was in direct violation of the 
orders issued hy General Schofield, and of or- 
ders issued from the headquarters of the State. 
When the rolls of companies were deposited in 
the office of the Adjutant General, there was 
no means of ascertaining the loyalty or dis- 
loyalty of the men I all had been sworn alike, 
and if the officer had really obeyed orders, all 
were loyal, and therefore the organizations 
were recognized. That any considerable pro- 
portion of the Enrolled Militia are disloyal is 
not to be believed, when w* see the alacrity 
with which they take the field, endure h:iid- 
ships and engage in battle. That some of 
them have been disorderly and lawless, com- 
mitting gross outrages, may be admitted ; but 
this will be the case with all troops in the 
field anless they are restrained by their offi- 
cers, and many officers of the militia have not 
acquired the habit of command. 

Ever since the enterprise of opening the 
navigation of the Mississippi has been in pro- 
gress, there has been a constant drain of 
United States forces from this State, and at 
the time of ordering the enrollssent of the 
militia, the United States forces within the 
State was so much reduced that its weakness 
was a strong reason for making the enrollment, 
so that the militia might be used for defence. 
The demand for troops to be sent South has 
ever since continued, and those who knew the 
object and felt that the opening of the naviga- 
tion of our river was of the greatest impor- 
tance to us, have felt willing to see all 
troops go who could be spared. 

On the 18th of December last, I received 
from the President a dispatch in this lan- 
guage : "Itia represented to me that the En* 
rolled Militia alone would now maintain law 
and order in all the coijpties of your btate 
north of the Missouri river $ if so, all other 
forces there might be removed south of the 
river or out of the State. Please post yourself 



and ffive me your opinion upon this subject.'' 
To tMe dispatch I replied, that if the Govern- 
ment would pay and maintain the force, I 
would undertake the work, and would call out 
no more men than necessary; that the re- 
moval of other troops would promote rather 
than hinder success. 

After waiting for some tisse, I explained 
my plan to Major General Curtit, command- 
ing the Department, who objected that it 
would be too expensive. Knowing that the 
whole district of country referred to by the 
President had in it but one regiment of cavalry 
and a part of a regiment of infantry, and that 
Union men entertained strong apprehensions 
for their safety, I determined to carry out my 
plan without further delay. On the 3d of 
February last I instructed the Brigadier Gene- 
ral commanding the north-eastern portion of 
the State, to detail twenty-four companies, of 
approved loyalty and tfficUn^y with the requi- 
site number of officers, and form them into 
two regiments } the force to be used '^ to re- 
press any attempts at insurrection, and to pre- 
vent any combinations against the Govern- 
ment, and to maintain the laws of the State." 
Similar instructions had been given to the 
other firigadierfi, and now there are nine such 
regiments formed and being formed in different 
parts of the State. In the meantime, the 
strength of the United States volunteer force 
in the State is being rapidly reduced hy the 
demand for reinforcements to be sent to the 
army before Yicksburg, and we are approach- 
ing the condition in which we are to defead 
ourselves against enemies without, as well ma 
within the State. I am confident, however, 
that the State Mili'ia organized under the 
arrangement which I made with the President 
in November, 1861, and the regiments of En- 
rolled Militia, formed by the details just men- 
tioned, will be able, with occasional help from 
the mass of the Enrolled Militia, to defend us 
against any enemy who is likely to approach 
our borders. 

The promptitude with which the Militia 
take the field was exhibited a short time since, 
when a Confederate force, coming from Ark- 
ansas made a raid into the southeastern por- 
tion of the State, producing considerable agi- 
tation. Major General Curtis applied to me 
to call nine regiments into service. Orders 
were immediately dispatched to the Brigadiers 
from whose commands the men were wanted, 
and in a few days the whole force was on the 
march. 
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Although orcUn have b«en obtained from 
WashiDgtoD for cloQuDg, equipping and sub- 
sisting the militia in active service, our self- 
defence imposes a great expense in paying the 
men. But there can be no doubt that the 
United States will reimburse the State for all 
her outlay. In fact, the provision already 
made for clothing and subsisting the men is 
an acknowledgment that they are rendering 
service for which the United States ought to 
pay. 

In order that the whole military force may 
be most e^cient, it has been judged ^best to 
place the militia in active service under the 
command of Major General Sehofield, the 
Commanding General of the department, who 
is an educated and talented officer, interested 
in Alissonri, and anxious for her peace and 
prosperity, and having no other ambition than 
to serve his country. 

And now. Gentlemen of the Convention, you 
can see from this statement, taken in con* 
section with the communication made to you at 
your session in last June, what has been done 
to place the State in an attitude of defence 
against all the enemies which the rebellion has 
brought against her. She has met every call for 
troops which the Government of the United 
States lias made upon her. She has raised ten 
thousand men for her own defence to serve 
daring the war. She has organized her entire 
loyal militia, and has called them ioto the field 
at such times and in such numbers as the (pro- 
tection of her people has demanded. She is 
now putting nine regiments into more perma- 
nent service, with every expense, except pay, 
borne bj the United States, and all the militia 
in service are under the command of the Major 
General of the Department 

So far as any apprehension may be felt of 
any formidable invasion from the South, I re- 
gard it as groundless. The armies of the 
Union have carried the war far south of us, 
and we are in daily expectation that Yicks- 
burg, the great stronghold of western rebel- 
lion, will yield to our arms, and that the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi will be opened to us. 
When this is accomplished, when our flag 
•hall be borne all along the Mississippi, there 
can be no war of magnitude on the western 
side of the river; there can be no reflux of the 
tide of war over our State, and the great labor 
which we have undertaken for Missouri, of 
holding her upright and safe as a member of 
the Union, will be completed, and you will 
f^l and I will feel that the two years of care 



and anxiety which we have passed in her ser- 
vice will have their reward in the conscious- 
ness that our labors have not been in vain. 
And if at your present session some judicious 
scheme of emancipation shall be adopted, that 
will rapidly bring within her borders the 
crowds of the energetic and enterprising who 
seek western homes, you will soon see her 
desolated homes rebuilt, her war-stricken 
fields again teeming with the rich products of 
her fertile soil, her mines pouring forth their 
wealth, her mechanic arts again flourishing, 
her institutions of learning filled with her 
blooming children, her credit as a State re- 
stored, and prosperity and happiness will reign 
throughout her borders. 

The security of the State from any farther 
attempts to bind her to the Confederacy of 
the revolted States^ will be an appropriate oc- 
casion for us to lay down the power which 
has been conferred upon us, and which we 
have wielded for the benefit of th6 State and 
of the Union. A measure of emancipation is 
to be regarded as a measure contributing to 
that security. 

There is one other measure for which there 
appears to exist a great necessity. 

In such a contest as has occurred within 
this State, feelings of revenge have arisen and 
have embittered the contest, and this feeling 
has often had expression in lawless acts of 
those who were in military service. The 
murderous warfare of the guerrilla and the 
bushwhacker has provoked to retaliation up- 
on those who were supposed to countenance 
their atrocities ; and the exercise of this retali- 
atory vengeance has been left to the judgment 
or mere caprice of squads of soldiers. While 
the summary execution of men found in arms 
in these bands of miscreants is justified by the 
laws of war, it becomes altogether a dlflTerent 
question whether a man shall be shot down in 
his field and his house be burned, upon the 
suspicion of a squad of soldiers that he is a 
secessionist or a rebel, or that he favors the 
guerrillas. It is too easy to cover up a desire 
for vengeance or a love of plunder, or a gene- 
ral thirst for blood, by this off-hand denuncia- 
tion and execution. Besides, this license has 
the effect of utterly demoralizing the troops 
who indulge it. 

I submit to you, therefore, the propriety of 
providing for the establishment of some tri- 
bunal, civil or military, for the trial of persons 
belonging to sach armed bands of guerrillas or 
bushwhackers, or furnishing them with infor- 
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matioD or assistanee, so that tbe trial shall be 
prompt and the punishment adequate. This re- 
commendation is founded upon the idea that 
these persons are not to be treated as persons 
engaged in war, but mere enemies of the 
human race ; and it has the greater force if we 
regard the probability [that such bands will 
exist here even after the authority of the Gov- 
ernment has been completely established over 
the revolted States. They are not collections 
of men against whom proceedings are to be 
had by a sheriff with his posse, nor upon a 
warrant from a justice of the peace, nor upon 
an indictment found in the particular county 
in which a murder or a robbery has been per- 
petrated. They would laugh at such proceed- 
ings. They must be acted upon by a tribunal 
that proceeds differently from our civil courts. 
Suppose, as an illustration of the idea, that the 
leader calls himself a Confederate officer ; we 
don't propose to deal with him as a Confede- 
rate officer, but as a person who is leading a 
band of robbers and murderers against the 
peaceable people of Missouri. I think the 
establishment of such tribunals will be the 
foundation of a proper restraint upon soldiers, 
by taking away all excuse for punishment by 
them, except In the single case of punishing 
men actually taken in arm?, and it would have 
a .better effect in restraining those who are 
tempted to join such bands when they discover 
certain but regular punishment before them. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, as this is 
probably the last time you will assemble, it 
may not be inappropriate to refer to the differ- 
ent steps which have been taken in the process 
of upholding the authority of the Federal Gov- 
ernment in Missouri 

At your first session, held in St Louis, the 
utterances in your body that favored disunion 
were greeted with applause in the crowded 
lobby, and within two squares of the building 
in which your session was held was the head- 
quarters of the minute men, a treasonable 
organization, boldly in the face of day flaunt- 
ing a flag which was the emblem of their dis- 
loyalty. You resolved against secession and 
separated. 

Treason made rapid progress, its emissaries 
being active through the State. War against 
the Federal Government was inaugurated, and 
the State authorities became committed to it. 
The zeal ^nd energy of an assailing party, 
turning every occurrence to their own account, 
and misrepresenting every act of the Govern- 
ment, swelled the ranks of the disaffected un- 



til, with Impunity, the most opprobrious epi* 
thets were freely bestowed upon thoae who 
remained faithful to their allegiance. 

In July, 1861, you again assembled, and, 
meeting the crisis with firmness, you deposed 
the State Government then in being, and inau- 
gurated the Provisional Government on the 
last day of that month. Ton revived a militia 
law that had been originally designed for hoi- 
liday parades. BeHering that many had been 
led into treason by the persistent misrepresen- 
tation of the purposes of the Union party, I 
issued a proclamation on tlie 4di of August, 
designed to correct the wrong impressions 
which had been made, and, with consent of 
the President, offered an amnesty to those who 
would return to their allegiance. 

On the 10th of that month tiie disastrous 
battle of Wilson^B Creek was-fought, and Gen. 
Lyon fell. I had done my utmost, by appli- 
cation in writing and in person, to have him 
reinforced ; consternation spread everywhere 
among the Union men. The secessionists were 
buoyant and confident. Many oT our mem- 
bers became fugitives from their homes. Here, 
in the capital of the State, men of firmness and 
sense were uneasy because of ^e armed guard 
of the Penitentiary, which was entirely under 
the control of the secessionbts. This latter 
class, here, in the confident expectation of 
success, were sure of spedily driving away the 
Provisional Government The call for troops 
made on the 24th of August, and the efforts 
made to arm and equip tiiem, have been 
stated to you in former communications. 
Complaints that came to the Executire were 
all complaints of outrages perpetrated on 
Union men. The offices of the State were 
nearly all in the hands of enemies of the Got* 
emment The prospects of success were still 
on their side. An election had been provided 
for to take place In November to fill the ex- 
ecutive offices which you vacated in July. It 
became apparent that if such election was at- 
tempted the voice of the Union men would be 
drowned, and the State would come under the 
sway of the secessionists. Yon were called 
to meet in October. 

At your meeting in October you made pro- 
vision for vacating the offices held by disloyal 
men, by requiring an oath of allegiance from 
office-holders. You provided a more efficient 
military law. You postponed the election of 
■ executive officers until the general election in 
August, 1862, and you offered an amnesty to 
rebels on conditions. 
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As time adyaneed and the Union men became 
better organized, and tbe military strength 
greater, and as the Confederate forces were 
driven out of the State, tbe hopes of the seces- 
sionists became diminished, and when the en- 
rollment of I3ie loyal militia was made, then 
carae in the complaints of wrongs sustained by 
the enemies of the GoTernment. The power had 
changed hands, and those who had been free 
in deDOoneing the Government had come to re- 
gard it as quite endurable. Still there was 
cherished in many breasts a strong antipathy 
to its rule. Circamstances seemed to require 
that yon should again assemble in June, 1862, 
and at your session at that time you determined 
to guard against the possibility of having a 
disloyal State Goremment. You provided that 
all who exercised the elective franchise should 
take an oath for their future loyalty, and that 
BO person should be elected to office until he 
had taken oath that he had not been in arms 
Bor aided those in arms against the Govem- 
flient. This was a precaution deemed neces- 
sary to prevent the power of the State, in 
elective offices, from falling into the hands of 
those who were enemies of the Government 
Yon changed the time of general elections from 
August to November, and you postponed the 
elecHoB of executive officers until the regular 
election for such officers in 1804. 

From this point of your action the spirit of 
the rebellion in the State may be said to be 
broken. That there are those who still cher- 
ish animosity against the Federal and State 
Government I am sure, and that there are those 
who cordially hate Union men I have occa- 
sion to know } that this spirit will exhibit it- 
self in occasional outrages and in the collec- 
tion of bands of outlaws, I do not doubt But 
Ittiink there will be no organized force of 
rebels, of any magnitude, again assembled in 
the State. 

Th«s I am led to the conclusion that by 
patient, persevering aetion, the State of Mis- 
souri has been preserved from falling into the 
crime of rebelling against the Federal Govern- 
ment, and that she is now prepared to enter 
upon a oew career of prosperity. 

And now, geRtlemen of the Convention, I 
regard this as a suitable time to do what I 
have long contemplated. 

When, on the 31st of July, 1861, you chose 
mo to exereise- tbe exeoutlve functions of the 
State, yon will remember that I undertook the 
task with the greatest reluctance, and only after 
tbe most ear&att pertiiasion. I wili not repeat 
6 



the language in which I expressed to you my 
unwillingness to hold the office. *It is suffi- 
cient for me to say that a sense of my respon- 
sibility to God and my country alone had in- 
fluence with me. The office has never, at 
any subsequent period, been more desirable to 
me than it was the Hay I assumed the position, 
and I have waited for the time to come when 
I could conscientiously say that I have per- 
formed all you asked me to undertake. When 
I was chosen to the office, the only question 
which engaged our attention was, whether the 
ttatus of Missouri as a State in the Union 
could be preserved ; whether our rights as citi- 
sens of the United States could be protected 
against those who sought to bind us to the 
Confederacy of the revolted States. I regard 
such questions as settled. 

The storm of regular war has passed far to 
the South. Adequate means to repress the 
outlaws who remain have been provided. 
Missouri is in no danger of being involved in 
the fortune and fate of the States in rebellion. 
Union men regard all such dangers as past. 
They are now engaged in bitter disputes among 
themselves upon questions of internal policy. 
They evidently consider the war for the Union 
as over in Missouri, and that what of trouble 
remains does not require them to be at peace 
among themselves. 

I was not chosen to office to take part in 
questions of mere internal policy, except so 
far as they might be connected with the rela- 
tions of Missouri to the Union. 

I feel, then, that the service you required of 
me has been rendered, and that there is no 
farther demand upon me to continue the sacri- 
fice of my own tastes and interests. 

I announce to you, therefore, that I resign 
the office of Governor, to take effect upon the 
last day of your present session. I presume 
your adjournment will be tine dte, and I desire 
my official career to terminate with yours. 
Moreover, the gentleman who succeeds me, 
and who knows nothing of my present act, 
will require a few days to become acquainted 
with the condition of the office. 

I propose, gentlemen, to take my seat in 
your body (of which I am still a member) in 
order that I may render any assistance in my 
power in maturing and adopting such meas- 
ures as you may attempt for the good of the 
State. 

And now, gentlemen, I tender you my ac- 
knowledgments for the confidence you have 
ever manifested and the support you have ever 
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afforded me in the arduous duties in the position 
you have phiced me. Tour labors have, under 
the direction of a kind Providence^ been of in- 
finite value to the State, and you and I can 
with assured confidence commit its destiny to 

His future guidance. 

H. R. Gamble. 

Mr: McFsBSAN moved that the message of 
the Governor be laid upon the table ; and that 
ten thousand copies be printed for general cir- 
culation—carried. 

Mr. Phillips, Chairman of the Committee 
on Credentials, reported as follows : 

Retolffedf That the foltowiog delegates elect, 
holding certificates of election, are prima facie 
entitled to seats in the Convention, and that 
they be admitted accordingly, to -wit : 
William Baker, for Twentieth District. 
Henry J. Deal, for Twenty-fifth District. 
Charles D. Drake, for Twenty-ninth District. 
H. J. Lindenbower, for Ninteenth District. 
William J. Duvall, for Twenty-second District 
Solomon R. Moxley, for Second District 
Claudius B. Walker, for Eighteenth District. 

Mr. Birch. I shall vote against printing any 
unuflual number of this message, and will, as 
briefly as may be, assign the reasons why. If, 
in the performance of this duty, it shall be 
demonstrated that a majority oi us are sub- 
stantially precluded from concurrence with its 
principal recommendations— committed, in- 
deed, to the exact reveree-^we will, of course , 
permit no mistaken courtesy to atill further 
encourage the agitation which is consuming 
our constltttents whilst but aggravating our 
complications, but will denote, on the contrary, 
and at the very tkreehhold of our session, that, 
80 far as it may depend upon us, <^ Missouri 
will remain Miseouri stUl,^' Sir, such a de- 
cision, in my poor judgment, would do more 
to-day to restore the peace and prosperity of 
the State than all the partisan and empyrical 
specifics which have been or which may be 
proposed — ^for, as already denoted, they but 
aggravate the disease they originally engen* 
dered, and which they can never, never cure. 
As the Governor himself, at our first session, so 
conclusively argued, the troubles of the country 
came upon it rather in the apprehension of what 
woM happen, than what had then already 
happened; and it is because the measure he 
now recommends for our adoption was amongst 
the agitations we then so mutually foref entled, 
that I thus respectfully propose to confront it 
with the language and with the resolves which , 



were common to his constituents and mine — ^to 
his arguments and mine, and to his pledgee and 
mine. 

In doing this, Mr. President, I riiall but 
necessarily forego the too usual preliminary of 
'^ want of preparation.^ From the outgivings 
of the proclamation which has convened us, 
and the more recent outgivings of his speech in 
St Louis, we could, of course, entertain no 
doubt in respect to the general character of the 
message which has been read to us, and came 
hence prepared to meet it accordingly. I 
expect to speak of it, therefore, in such manner 
as has been suggested by the continuous con- 
sideration of the causes and tendencies of our 
complications for the last thirty months— from 
the time when you and I, sir, [pointing to 
Judge Orr,] were the first to confront the 
conspirators of Secession, as I trust we may 
mutually continue to confront the still viler 
conspirators of jibolition — be our future what 
it may. If, in doing this, I ^all fall of lan- 
guage the most appropriate wherewith to 
convey opinions which I have at least deliber- 
ately matured, I can, of course, invoke no other 
forbearance for such shortcomings than, that 
what may be said even thus imperfectly, may 
be fairly and dispassionately considered ae a 
whole, and as my best offering at the shrine of a 
common Imperilment. 

Eschewing all further preliminary, and com- 
ing at once to the recommendations which have 
been addressed to us by the Executive, the 
conclusion but too painfully obtrudes Itself 
upon my judgment that, so far from embodying 
anything like a hopeful or a true solution of 
our unhappy complications, they resolve them- 
selves, not merely into an apology for the 
aggressions which we all stood once agreed to 
redress, but counsel us as well to stultificatioQ 
in the present, as to acquiescence and submis- 
sion in all the future. 

It is therefore that we dare not be silent-^ 
for surely so long as the power of protest 
remains to the representatives of a 6nce great 
and glorious State, we should not cease to 
remonstrate against a line of policy upon which 
the pledges of a majority of us were just as 
clear as they were against secession itself. 
For one, at least, I trust never to forget that the 
Union which I was elected, if possible, to 
<' restore," was composed of States '^part 
slave and part free;'' and that I was chosen 
on the same platform, and consequently with 
just as explicit an understanding as the Gov- 
ernor was, that the indostrtal institutions of the 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



11 



slave Slater were to be preterved, as that the 
Union itself was to be preserred. Indeed, sir, 
it was almost eyerjwfaere declared by the 
people we are here to represent, that *^the 
Union *' of which we have all been wont to 
think and to speak so reverently could be no 
other Union — ^nor can it be. 

By reference to the law under which we 
became Invested with the "residuary sover- 
eignty of the State,'' it will be seen that it was 
made our tipecUU duty " to consider the exist- 
ing relations between the Government of the 
United States, the people and Qovernment of 
the different States, and the Government and 
people of the State of Missouri ; and to adopt 
such measures for vindicating the sovereignty 
of the State and the protection of its institu- 
tions as shall appear to be demanded. '^ I have 
not, of course, alluded to this specific designa- 
tion of our duties for any other purpose than 
that of denoting what was uppermost in the 
mind ef the Legislature, and subsequently in 
that of the people, when thus investing us with 
the supreme authority of the State, That the 
masses everywhere appreciated the responsi- 
bility of their action in delegating to us the 
right to do whatever they could do — ^in con- 
fiding to ninety-nine men the authority to do 
whatever could be rightfully done by one 
hundred and seventy thousand men — ^was de- 
monstrated in 'the dignified earnestness and 
anxiety of their action throughout the State. 
Commencing in its great commercial metrop* 
olis, even before the Legislature had finally 
passed the law for our election, such assemblies 
of men as everywhere attended the 'preliminary 
Conventions, and subsequently the public dis- 
eusstons of the questions and interests which 
were regarded as most prominently in issue, 
w«re probably never witnessed by the oldest 
member of this body ; certainly not during my 
Iramble participation in public affairs, and that 
(there can be no immodesty in adding) has 
covered the period since Andrew Jackson and 
the patriotism of his day took cognizance of 
the grievances and anxieties of the South, in 
the memorable compromise of 1832, to the 
period when Lincoln and the partisans of his 
school refused all just compromise, and thus 
precipitated upon the country the calamities of 
the present fratricidal war. Of coarse, I hold 
myself ready to produce the moat direct and 
irrefragable testimony to sustain this state- 
msDt should it be in any respect g^nsaid or 
criticised ; but, for the present, pass on. 
I have alluded to the action of the Union men 



of Missouri at their first great meeting in St. 
Louis, upon which occasion the eminent citizen 
whose ofllcial message is now before us, made 
the first and principal speech, and whose well 
considered resolutions became the party Shib- 
boleth throughout the State, as it was doubtless 
intended they should be. In my own county 
they were re-adopted literally, word for woid ; 
whilst in others the State over, with compara- 
tively few exceptions, they were either simi- 
larly re-adopted, or not so varied as in any 
respect to fall below that measure of justice to 
the States, which all concurred must constitute 
the first step towards a restoration of the 
Union. It need scarcely be added that, having 
recently reviewed these primary platforms of 
the Peopls, I am prepared, if necessary, to 
verify the general statement thus made con- 
cerning them. Until then, I shall but read the 
resolves of the meeting in St. Louis, as suffi- 
ciently denoting the platform upon which at 
least eighty of us were originally elected to 
our places here, and will not, of course, 
anticipate any other defection than that which 
it will become my duty to establish against the 
Governor himself. Regretting this the more 
because of the manner in which be has been 
assailed by the more radical anti-slavery press 
of the State, it is nevertheless a duty which I 
dare not forego, either in justice to myself Or 
to others who concurred with me in investing 
him with executive influence and authority, 
and who feel, of course, that his real delin* 
quency consists, not in his declension to con- 
form to the imperious behests of the radicals, 
but in having permitted himself to be swerved 
at all from the record upon which we made 
him the pro-slavery Govsbnob of a pro-slavery 
State. 

First, then, of the SL Louis resolutions, 
which were published in the Republican of the 
13th of January— copied into the country 
papers throughout the State — and which read 
as follows : 

^^ Resolved, 1. That we are warmly attached to 
the Government under which we live ; that we 
recognize the Federal Union as the great pre- 
servative of our liberties; that under it we 
have, by God's providence, prospered beyond 
all other people, and even beyond the expecta- 
tions of our patriot sires, who established it as 
the best means of perpetuating the blessings 
which they so gallantly fought for and 
gained. 

2. That under this Government we are re- 
spected abroad, prosperous at home, and fast 
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taking our true positioD ai the leading natioD 
of the earth. 

3. That we do not recognize, as a necessity^ 
any conflict between the institutions of the 
people of this great country ; but, on the con* 
trary, we see in our widely extended territory, 
our varieties of climate, soil, productions, do- 
mestic institutions, modes of industry, and even 
modes of thought, only the grounds for a more 
perfect Union. In this variety we see nature's 
great laws pervading all extent, and a neces- 
sary characteristic of BYery great people and 
widely extended empire. 

4. Valuing as we do thus highly the Ameri- 
can Union, we should regard its dissolution as 
eminently disastrous to our country, and as 
tending to injure the cause of rational liberty 
throughout the world. 

5. That as our fathers denounced, so we 
denounce as hostile to the Union the formation 
of all parties upon purely sectional bases; and 
while the temporary ascendancy and triumph 
of such parties is not, of itself, sufficient cause 
for the dissolution of the Union and overthrow 
of the Government, yet it is sufficient cause for 
us to give, as we now give, earnest and solemn 
warning that the Union cannot continue unless 
all our constitutional rights are secured against 
encroachments. 

6. That the possession of slave property is a 
constitutional right, and, as such, ought to be 
ever recognized by the Federal Government; 
that if the Federal Government shall fail and 
refuse to secure this right, the Southern States 
should be found united in its defence, in which 
event Missouri will share the common duties 
and common danger of the South. 

7. That the discord prevailing for forty years 
between the people of the Northern and South- 
em States, touching the relation of the Federal 
Government to slavery, affords sufficient reason 
for all sections of the Union to require a clear 
and final settlement of all matters in dispute, 
by amendments to the Constitution, so that the 
slavery question may never again disturb the 
public peace or impair the national harmony. 

8. That we have ever reposed faith in the 
virtue, intelligence and justice of the American 
people, and now give it as our opinion, that if 
time and opportunity be given, they will, when 
freed from the pernicious influence of mere 
politicians and demagogues, gladly and cor- 
dially agree to such terms of adjustment of our 
troubles as will secure to all the States equality 
In the Union, and re-establish fraternal rela- 
tions between the people of the different sec- 



tions, and revive everywhere the love for oar 
glorious Union ; and we cordially approve of 
the principles of adjustment contained in what 
are known as the Crittenden propositions, and 
believe that a settlement upon sueh a basil 
should and wiil be satisfactory to all parts of 
the country ; and we give it as our unhesitating 
opinion, that if opportunity for a direct vote 
on the propositions be given, the people, or 
their representatives elected for that purpose 
in Convention by overwhelming majorities in 
all parts of the Union, would be found to favor 
their adoption ; and, in our opinion, the country 
can only be saved from the horrors of civil 
war by the adoption of some such measure of 
compromise. 

9. That, holding these views, we are not pre- 
pared to abandon the Union, with all its bless- 
ings, while any hope of adjustment remains ; 
until then we will maintain our place in the 
Union, and contend for and demand our equal 
and constitutional rights, and will not be con* 
tent with less. 

10. That in the opinion of this meeting the 
employment of the military forces of the Gov* 
ernment to enforce submission from the citizens 
of the seceding States will inevitably plunge 
the country in civil war, and will imminently 
endanger, if it do not entirely extinguish, all 
hopes of a settlement of the fearful issues now 
pending before the country. We tlierefore 
earnestly entreat, as well the Federal Govern- 
ment as the seceding States, to withhold and 
stay the arm of military power, and on no pre- 
text whatever to bring on the nation the hor* 
rors of civil war, until the people themselves 
can take such action as our troubles demand. 

11. That the people of Missouri should meet 
in convention for the purpose of taking action 
in the present state of the nation's affairs, at 
the same time to protect the union of tlie States 
and the rights and authority of this State under 
the Constitution ; and to secure a consumma- 
tion so devoutly to be wished, Missouri should 
consult with her sister States, that by united 
action those fraternal feelings which fanatics 
at both North and South have turned into bit- 
terness and wrath be again restored, end mu- 
tual affection control all passion and redress 
all grievances. 

12. That in the call of a Convention, rep- 
resentation shottkl be in proportion to popula* 
tion as near as may be, and that the final ac- 
tion of the Convention should be submitted to 
the people for their approval and latificatioa 
at the polls." 
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Would it be possible, Mr. President, within 
the «)aine compasf, to compress a more intelli- 
gent denunciation of the '* irrepressible con- 
flict/^ which has but naturally continued to 
refuse all compromise? a more "earnest and 
solemn warning '^ of the conditions upon which 
alone it was hoped the Union might be restored 
and '' continued?'' or a more respectful, yet 
emphatic, annunciation on the part of the peo- 
ple of this State, in view of the possible con- 
tingencies of the future — now, alas 1 but too 
depressingly realized ? Of the meeting which 
adopted these resolutions, on the 12th of Jan- 
aary, 1861, the St. Louis Republican, in its 
succeeding issue, speaks through its reportorial 
and editorial columns as follows : 

BT THE BEFOSTEB. 

^' St Loais witnessed, Saturday, an uncom- 
mon spectacle. Such an exhibition of interest 
in the fate of the country and of our institu- 
tions was nsTsr seen, we venture to say, in the 
whole great West before. It was a substantial 
declaration of fealty to the American Union of 
our fathers, so long as it can be administered 
upon principles of impartial eqt^ity and fairness 
to all sections alike. It displayed a determi- 
nation upon the part of the solid, intelligent 
men of St Louis to maintain the Constitution 
of the United States in every guarantee that it 
gives to the people of the Southern States and 
to those of the Northern States. It was' an 
effort designed to reinstate in the breasts of all 
peace-loving, conservative citizens that warm 
and earnest devotion to the glorious Confedera- 
cy constructed by the wisdom and patriotism 
of our ancastors, which has heretofore thrilled 
in unison the hearts of fraternal countrymen. 
There was nothing of the ** spread esgle^' style 
of sentiment indulged in ; but the demonstra- 
tion was one grounded, as was too plain, upon 
a common sense of danger to the republic/and 
a common conviction of the necessity for cor- 
dial action upon the part of all true lovers of 
oar national glory. As such, we shall look to 
see that it may have a beneficial influence 
abroad in staying the uplifted hand, and in 
bringing the Government back to the course of 
its early promise.'' 

BT THB EDITOB. 

*^ Never was such a meeting assembled in this 
city as was seen at the Courthouse yesterday, 
to declare the sentiments of St Louis city and 
county on the great>nesnes before the coun- 
try — to assert ttieir loyalty to the Union, and, 
at the same time, to take position in favor of 



the " Crittenden Proposition," as a fair basis 
for the adjustment of all the real differences 
between the Free and the Slave States. The 
names of the officers of the meeting are a fair 
index of the character and respectability of the 
many thousands who were present, and heart 
and hand in the work. We refer to the pro- 
ceedings, in another column, for an account of 
what was done and of the incidents of the day. 
The resolutions embody, beyond all question, 
the sentiments of the people of this city, and 
on the declarations and principles here pre- 
sented St Louis and Missouri will go before 
the country." 

And Missouri did "go before the country" 
upon them. Under the auspices and endorse- 
ment of such names as Gamble and Paschall, 
(to say nothing of others equally respectable, 
but perhaps less prominent representatives of 
the public sentiment,) the flag thus unfurled at 
the St. Louis meeting was everywhere caught up 
and carried as a light and guide to the true Union 
manhood of the State, reasserting as it did the 
lofty teachings of the political school of '98, 
that " the Rights at the States and the Untoa 
of the States must stand or fall together " 

It may be necessary, however, as well for 
the more ample vindication of those of us 
who breathed upon Governor Gsmble the ex- 
ecutive authority under which he has thus ad- 
dressed us, as to demonstrate the inexcusable 
sedition of the more radical articles which have 
recently appeared against him, that I should 
still further advert to the circumstances under 
which he came amongst us, and to the record 
which he so well maintained whilst continu- 
ing to participate in our deliberations. In 
doing this it may, of course, be trusted that the 
earnestness with which I co-operated with 
him so long as even the most enlarged charify 
could overlook the divergences which have 
at length culminated in the message before us, 
will protect me as well from the imputation of 
capriciousness as from all pevsonal resentment 
— for if the country shall be satisfied with such 
reasons as may be given for his almost toted 
change of position, or if there be those who 
console themselves that " whilst the letter kill- 
eth, the spirit giveth life," be it even so. My 
duty will be discharged in having demonstrated 
to those who conferred upon me the power to 
choose a Governor for them, that I had at least 
the strongest reasons to be satisfied that he 
would wield his executive influence in a direc- 
tion exactly opposite to that in which it has of 
late been wielded in respect to the institution of 
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slavery, which, as has heen sufficiently shown 
already^ we were elected and sworn to proted, 
and hence Neither to endanger it ourselvu, or 
permit it to be endangered by others. 

Passing over the record of events in St. 
Louis^ from the 12th of January to the 3d of 
February^ it is seen from the published report 
of the proceedings which I hold in my hand^ 
that on that day two Conventions were held in 
that city — one under the name of the ^^ Consti- 
tutional Union Convention^" and the other in 
the name of a party coeval with the long-ac- 
cepted interpritalion of that instrument, and 
which will but naturally continue to defend it 
against all assailants. Pardon me, Mr. Presi- 
dent^ if I deem it unnecessary to repeat the 
name of that old historic party, or to other- 
wise speak its eulogy and hence pass on. Of 
the ticket, which it seems to have been the pur- 
pose of these joint Conventions to present to 
the consideration of the St. Louis district, it 
appears that the selection of eight delegates 
was accorded to the Democratic Convention, 
while the remaining seven (of whom Governor 
Gamble became one,) were to be nominated by 
the " Constitutional Convention.'' ( Men were 
allowed to call themselves '^ Constitutional 
Union men" then. How is it now?) It fur- 
ther appears from the report of the proceed- 
ings in the Republican, that the Convention 
^< unanimously adopted a series of resolutions, 
founded on the declarations of the mass, meet^ 
ing of the 12lh of January ;*' and that "upon 
motion and conference with the Democratic 
Convention^ it was resolved that the ticket 
nominated be styled The Constitutional 
Ticket." It of course detracted nothing 
from the significance or the strength of the 
sixth resolution, that the redundant lines in 
which it was concluded were omitted in the 
general abridgment of the platform, as worked 
over by the Convention at Library Hall. The 
declaration still remaining that the Southern 
States should be found united in defence of an 
institution which we have been convened to 
do away with, I will at least anticipate no at- 
tempt to impair my argument by technicalities 
of that nature, but will stand ready to meet it 
should such a course of defence be unexpect- 
edly resorted to, after what I shall bring for- 
ward in addition. 

To a still more accurate understanding of 
the political aspects of the issues thus inaugu- 
rated, it is perhaps necessary to state that this 
St. Louis meeting of the 12th of January, which 
was but appropriately accepted as the basis of 



the Union action throughout the State, was 
not participated in by the Republican party — 
its leaders having publicly advised their as- 
sociates to have nothing to do with it The 
handbill which was put forth for that purpose 
is copied into the proceedings of the meeting, 
and is as follows : 

'< UNION MEETING — ^TO THE REPUBLICANS 1 

''As it seems to be the determination of 
those who called the Union meeting to-day to 
take narrower ground in support of the Union 
of the States than that which the Republicans 
of this city have already assumed, we have 
judged it expedient to advise the Republicans 
NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MEET- 
ING TO.DAT, but to maintain the position 
already assumed in favor of the UNION under 
all circumstances. 

« Frank P. Blair. 8. T. Glover, 
F. A. Dick, Wm. McKbe, 

P. L. FoT, R. 8. Hart." 

This open declension of General Blair and 
his party of that day to participate in the pro* 
ceedings of a meeting which was designed to 
promote a compromise of our unhappy compli- 
cations, and thereby restore the Union, was of 
course but too readily accounted for in the fact 
that, as a representative of the same party in 
Congress, he had been most active in the en- 
dorsement and circulation of Helper's ''Im- 
pending Crisis '* — had stood against the Crit- 
tenden compromise, and had proclaimed in his 
speech at Philadelphia that "the real contest" 
In the then Presidential election "was not 
merely the exclusion of slavery from the Ter- 
ritoriesy* but "^ ultimate and permanent pre- 
dominance of one or the other of the opposing 
principles of freedom and slavery!*^ 

The advice, therefore, that a party which 
stood committed to an extreme thus radical 
and "irrepressible," should stand aloof from a 
meeting which had been gotten up for the pur- 
pose of compromising such extremes, was but 
naturally accepted as demarking anew the line 
which had grown up, and has since continued 
to separate the real friends of the Union ("part 
slave and part free,") from those who affect 
to have found at length a miUtary pretext for 
dispensing with even the disguises of the past, 
and for boldly avowing the total exterminaHon 
of slavery as a "military necessity.'' To what 
extent this radical theory pervaded the ticket 
which was subsequently gotten up in St. Louis, 
(and upon which, for purposes then well un- 
derstood, the ^ame of Governor Gamble was 
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,mUo placed,) it Is of eoune nnneceasarj to in- 
quire in this connection — it being in self-vindi- 
cation aUm* that allusion is thus made to the 
current history of the past, and in further elu- 
cidation oi which I shall read from the Repub- 
lican of the 16th of February, (two days be- 
fore the election^) an authortxid statement in 
these words : 

"JvDQM Oamblb. — This gentleman has been 
frequently mentioned by the Black Republi- 
cans as having consented to address their meet- 
ings, but we are authorized to say that he has 
not consented to, and will not address any such 
meeting. His connection with the 'Constitu- 
tional Ticket' has been fully explained in his 
published letters, and he will not suffer his 
name to be used in any way to prevent the 
election of his associates on that ticket.'^ 

Having thus thrown together, as briefly as 
was compatible with justice to Governor Gam- 
ble and mjTself, the record upon which I could 
meet and salute him at our first session as 
occupying, with so many of us, a common 
platform^ it is but just to repeat that his early 
and consistent action in the Convention itself 
was such as to confirm the reliance that he 
would continue to be guided by what had 
slready come to be regarded as the State plat- 
form of the party, in opposition to the platform 
(in whatever conflicting) upon which a rival 
and most respectable ticket had been chosen in 
St. Louis. It was but natural, therefore, in 
consideration as well of his professional as of 
bis social and political position, that he should 
be invested with the chairmanship of our 
Committee on Federal Relations; and it of 
course occasioned bo surprise at that day, 
however the sentiment may now be denounced, 
that his report from the Committee of thirteen 
was not merely in accordance with the genera] 
tenor of the resolutions upon which so many 
of OS had been chosen, but contained the still 
■ore specific avowal that *^ the true position of 
Mttiouri woe that of a State whose interests 
were bound np in the maintenance of the Union, 
Ht whose kind fedings and strong sympathies 
were with the people of the Sonthem STATES, 
with whom we were connected by ties of friend' 
skip and ofbloodJ^ 

Why was it^ Mr. President, that we then so 
unanimously and so publicly sympathized with 
the people of the Souttiern States, whilst the 
same sympathy, if indulged in 11010, might sub- 
ject us to the ignominy of military imprison- 
ment, if, indeed, no worse ? Have the wrongs 
of which they then complained, and for which| 



however mistakenly or erroneously, they bad 
withdrawn from the Union, been since re- 
dressed? Or is it for reasons which I may 
possibly touch upon in a more appropriate 
connection, without further breaking in upon 
the present division of my subject ? Be this as 
it may, I may at least be permitted to remark, 
in this connection, that even those of us who 
had grown up and g^own grey with the 
aphorism — *' In the Union and for the Union : 
of the South and for the South**— even we 
could desire no stronger assurance that the 
author of such a report was in sympathy with 
nsy and that we were in sympathy with him. 
Should there be those, however, who are so 
predetermined in their injustice to a majority 
of this Convention as to demand of us evidence 
still more specific that we had the mostvn- 
broken reason to believe we were investing a 
pro-slavery man with the executive functions 
of a pro-slavery State, it will suffice to refer 
them to the record of our debates, where 'they 
will find him declaring, at page 243, that it 
^^ was perfectly impossible he ever could belong 
to an anti-slavery party," and that if he were 
President of the United States, he would "iri/4. 
draw all the troops from the forts that were in 
ike harbors of the Southern 8tates.'> 

Surely we had reason to believe, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that a citizen of Virginian nativity, of 
mature age, of reproachless integrity, and with 
antecedents and declarations (•uch as these, 
might be trusted, and he was accordingly 
selected and invested with such a patronage 
and authority as, perhaps, no Governor ever 
wielded before, and which, with my vote, no 
single man shall ever wield again. That I 
have been disappointed, at least in the endar" 
once of Governor Gamble, and that the message 
before us is in practical repudiation of his most 
deliberate pledges, I need but quote additionally 
from the proclamation in which he announced 
his acceptance of the office we had conferred 
upon him, as follows : 

** The choice thus made of a temporary of 
provisional Governor will satisfy all that no 
countenance will be afl^orded to any scheme 
or to any conduct calculated in any degree to 
interfere with the institution of slavery existing 
in the State. To the very utmost extent of 
executive power that institution will be pro- 
tected." 

Having already demonstrated that this was 
what we were elected to do, and having thus 
shown to my constituents and others that their 
Convention has not thus far trifled either with 
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their '^sympathies" or their interests^ it but 
remains to add, in this connection, that I bring 
no railing accusation against Governor Gamble, 
whom I continue to regard as an upright man, 
and whose administration I shall continue to 
sustain against all usurpers, whether claiming 
in virtue of the line of illegitimate succession 
to the deposed Executive, or improvised in the 
revolutionary radicalism of a faction whom I 
regard with even greater aversion. As for the 
rest, he can scarce be unaware of the reasons 
which, for at least the last year and tvo days, 
have been so repelling to at least a portion of 
his original and true friends, as to have lefthim, 
however much against their wishes and their 
will, to struggle in his declining manhood with 
associations and influences which might have 
misled the judgment, and even wrought the 
ruin, of younger men than he is. 

** In life's iMiioeiM what procUgiM soxpriMi 
react of the htvf and IblUes of the wise." 

Aye! << follies of the wi^e" — since it will 
next be demonstrated that in so far as he has 
been influenced by the clamor of those who 
persistently hold up the recent elections, or the 
action of the Legislalure, as in any respect 
denoting the will of the » eopls, he has yielded 
to a '< pressure " which has no support save in 
the mendacious audacity of the conspirators 
who inaugurated and employ it 

What are the simple faett^ sir ? Even ac- 
cording to the concessions of our maligners, 
wo were elected to our places here by an 
aggregate majority of more than eighty thous- 
and votes — ^tbe vote of the State bavins; been 
less than thirty thousand for tickets with 
assumed proclivities for secession, and about 
one hundred and ten thousand fur the Union 
tickets. Having already spoken of the intelli- 
gent and independent earnestness of the people 
throughout the State in tbe election of the 
ConoentiofHf let us contrast the vote upon that 
occasion with the legislative vote that was 
given in November last, and let tbe contrast 
^el/ decide which body, if either, should be 
governed by the opinions of the other. I need 
noty of course, recur again to the county plat- 
forms and pledges upon which we were chosen, 
and will therefore pass at once to the legislative 
9ot€ upon which so much stress has been 
ojfecled, but upon which, as occasion may soon 
present itself to demonstrate, so little is really 
laid by the anti*slavery cunsplrators-^by which 
I mean those who wish to << run tbe institution 
down " wiikont regard to the real wishes of the 
people, as contra-distinguished from those who 



have dealt fairly with the whole question from 
first to last. For those included in the latter 
designation, it need scarcely be added, I have 
no other words than those of courtesy, no 
01 her weapons save those of argument — ^whilst 
in respect to those who would carry through 
their conspiracy " in a hurrah," by chuckling 
over the stampedes which they have incited to 
Kansas, or the arbitrary confiscations of vil- 
lage Provosts, or by any other species of meiiace 
or unfairness, I have the honor to represent a 
people who but scorn their meanness, whilnt 
looking forward to a period of the most ampU 
retribution, whether remaining iathe Union or 
driven from the Union. For one, I expect to 
continue in the Union as long as it even pretemda 
to be *^tke Union ;" and have no more doubt, 
in that event, that our slaves now in Kansas 
will be restored to us under the coming Dem- 
ocratic Administration, than that they have 
been stolen and withheld from us under the 
present Republican one — that being precisely 
the difference between the upright men who 
will have the offices and the '< guns " over there 
a couple of years hence, and of the associates 
and commanders of our negroes, who too much 
control them now. Penitentiaries, too, will 
again come in fashion as the receptacles of 
thieves and their abettors ; and tbe next Gov- 
ernor of Missouri will doubtless see men at 
work around the Capitol here, in the uniform 
of tbe convict, who have dishonored the uniform 
of '^ tbe Union," as well by their agency in 
stealing from Union men, as from all others 
who had anything to steaL But to be patient 
and proceed. 

It is found by reference to the legislativo 
returns in November last, that the entire Houoa 
of Representatives was elected by an aggregate 
vote of fifty-one thousand, three hundred and 
thirty-five. As well as I can, I have also 
ascertained the votel>y which the emancipation 
members of all complexions were chosen, and, 
after adding to it the <<Clay Bank" vote of 
St. Louis, which was stronger then than it will 
ever be again, it foots up tbe aggregate of 
about forty thousand. The theory, therefore, 
that we should feel ourselves instructed by tha 
legislative vote involves the absurdity, quite 
common with Abolition statistics, that forty 
thousand votes should control one hundred and 
ten thou?«nd votes— even if it be supposable 
that the people of such counties as Pike, 
Boone, Howard, Lafayette, Jackson, and others, 
whose members voted (in whole or in part) for 
one or the other of the emancipation candidates 
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for th« Saoate^ and are benca included in this 
forty thousand smanoipation agicregate, really 
supposed they were votiog for emancipationists 
of QM^ practical degree. Dealing simply, 
howerer^ with figures as I find them, and as 
they have heretofore been assumed, may I not 
respectfully repeat the inquiry, and demand to 
know upon what ihtory we are summoned to 
excuse ourselves to the one hundred and ten 
thousand who elected us, (to say nothing of 
the thirty thousand pro-slavery secessionists 
who voted against us,) and to yield the State 
to the insulting behests of an emancipation vote 
of less than forty thousand? 1 know but f&o 
well how an Abolitionist, with a musket at his 
shoulder or a sword upon his thigh, would 
reply to such an inquiry, for I have felt the 
^'pressure'* of such replies. That, however, 
but additionally suggests the influences which 
were brought to bear in the legislative as well 
as the congressional elections, and constitutes, 
of course, but an additional reason why we 
should at least disregard the lead of such a 
Legislature, if not, indeed, embargo its further 
action upon the question of slavery, until the 
voice of the whole people can be fully recog- 
nized and fully heard. Short of this, sir, the 
controversy will probably never be so settled 
as to remain settled ; and this presents, perhaps, 
as good a connection as may occur to me in 
which to repeat my entire readiness to meet the 
whole question {once for all) in a full and fair 
canvass before tlie people of the State whenever 
(but not before) we can again have a peaceful, 
a full and a <' free ** election. In contrast with 
such an election as that, let us look for a 
moment longer, and a little more in detail, at 
the foundation for the behest under which we 
are well nigh bidden to follow the lead of the 
legislative majority of the recent session. 
Taking a few of the counties alphabetically, 
and omitting those where the representative 
vote was even a third as large as the Governor's 
vote in 1860, it is found that whilst the county 
of Barry gave 738 votes for Governor, her 
emancipation representative was elected by 91 
votes, out of an aggregate poll of 122 votes ; 
in Bates, by 35 votes against 1,128 votes ; in 
Boone, by 603, against 2,656; in Cape Girar- 
deau, by 456, against 1,489; in Cass, by 174, 
against 1,569; in Cedar, by 206, against 809; 
in Clark, by 345, against 1,753 ; in Dent, by 
34, against 636; in Henry, by 238, against 
1,556 ; in .Tackson, by 412, against 3,253 ; in 
Johnson, by 496, against 2,720 ; in Lafayette, 
by 427, against 2,540; in Lawrence, by 171, 



against 1,185 ; in Marion, by 693, against 
2,882; in Morgan, by 2bl, against 1,065; in 
Newton, by 13, against 1,314; in Phelps, by 
239, against 829 ; in Pulaski, by 90, against 
334; in St. Clair, by 137, against 740; in 
Schuyler, by 308, against 926 ; in Scotland, by 
316, against 1,412; in Scott, by 95, against 
825 ; in Stone, by 67, against 326 ; in Wayne, 
by 166, against 684 ; in Webster, by 324, against 
1,009; and in Wright, by 115, against 559. 
(In addition to this, it appears from the list 
before me, that in sixteen of the Southern 
counties there was no election held at all— an 
omission which I merely bring to notice with- 
out any other remark than that the people over 
there are understood to be very determined in 
their opposition to anything that even sq%int9 
at negro equality.) 

I believe that each of the counties I have 
enumerated furnished an emancipation repre- 
sentative, neither of whom received even a 
third of the Gubernatorial vote of I860, to say 
nothing of its natural increase in two years and 
three months. It will be seen, indeed, that 
their aggregate vote, as compared with the 
vote for Governor, was only a little more than 
one to six! I might have included in the enu- 
meration thus compiled several other counties 
where the representative vote was less th^n one 
to three of the Governor's vote, ('he county of 
the delegate from Platte, for instance,) but, 
inasmuch as the military and other measures 
which were resorted to in order to carry the 
State for the emancipationists were not quite 
successful in those counties, they are but 
alluded to as additionally suggv'.sting the niter 
worthlessness of the aggregate of snth an 
election, as denoting a line of policy for us to 
follow. On the contrary, it is in the spirit of 
technical submission to technical authority 
alone that the most loyal citizen can be called 
upon to abide by even the ofl^ensive enaeiments 
of such a Legislature, until they can be changed 
by another and a better one — *' God send how 
soon." 

Having thus sufficiently exposed the assump- 
tions of the abolitionists in respect to the r<p- 
resentative chars cter of the body whose le^d it 
is insisted upon we shall so submissively /0//010, 
I take leave of the party of the "cartrldge-box,** 
until such time as it will become my duty to 
more specifically expose its conspiracy a^^ainst 
the " ballot-box," whereby alone the elections 
of a great State, of which we constitute to-day 
the only true representatives, were so prosti- 
tuted as to embolden the conspirators in the 
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hope that eren the Trihv $$ themsehcs might 
not be impervious to similar influences ! O ! 
if we shall but realize aright the unawed aub- 
limity of our position — by which is meant, of 
coarse, ttiat if we but reverently appeal for 
strength to act in accordance with the calm 
judgment of our constituents, in accordance 
with the " ETERNAL BIGHT *' — as Written down 
in the platform upon which so large a majority 
of us were '^ set apart " to act for them through 
every besetment and imperilment — such a 
change as will be even radiant in the counte- 
nances of *<the men of the furrow and the worJc- 
shop/' who will cluster to meet us and to honor 
us upon our return, will convince even the 
^' eowpiratore " against the civilization of our 
fathers, that whilst they have << played their 
last card,*' they have " won their last game.** 
Even ihey, sir, will have at length to realize 
the great thought, that " Mibsovri will be- 
MAIN MissouBi sTiLi ;" and in the future 
'^ high carnivals ** of the base speculators upon 
a country's ruin they will doubtless be content 
if permitted to preserve the rhynu of their pres- 
ent political chorus, whilst but naturally ab- 
juring its unspeakable audacity, ^<Let us 
STAT,** instead of « drive them away,» will 
be the Abolition refrain in all the future, if we 
but manfully discharge our duties ; and as I 
have already denoted that I fear no treachery, 
I will hence not yet pray 

" Ibr » tongue to eune the slave, 
WhoM treuon, like » deadlj bUghi, 
Oomee o'er the eowieiU of the bnye, 
And palls them in their hoar of might !" 

It will have been noted, Mr. President, that 
I have addressed myself solely to the question 
of our moral power to even entei tain the sug- 
gestions of the executive, seeing that the law 
under which we were elected devolves upon us 
the special duty of ^* protecting '* the institution 
of slavery, and that so large a majority of us 
were correspondingly pledged in the platforms 
of our constituents. To this we voluntarily 
superadded the oath (page 12) that we would 
'^ support the Constitution of the United States 
and of the State of Missouri, MAfaUhfully de- 
mean oureelvee in office " — meaning, of course, 
that we would protect that ^< institution,'* as 
well as uphold the State and the Union. It is, 
therefore, as it seems to me, that as the citizen 
to whom we confided the executive duty im- 
plied in this pledge of " protection ** seems 
rather to have *' compromised ** it than to have 
defended it, our duty would more appropriately 
consist in ordaining that no further inimical 



movement should be entertained or permitted 
from any quarter, than that we should become 
the instruments of inaug^i aHng such a move- 
ment. Unless, therefore, it shall be denoted 
that the sense of the Convention is in diseon- 
currence with this view of the case, I shall of 
course forbear to enter upon the more general 
discussion to which we have been, as I con- 
ceive, so strangely, at least so inopportunely, 
invited, and will, at the proper period, submit 
a proposition accordingly. 

For this reason, I shall make but the slight- 
est allusion to the calumny that slavery, as an 
institution, is in any sense incompatible with 
loyalty to the Government, or that emancipa- 
tion would tend, in any degree, to the restora- 
tion of the public tranquillity. On the con- 
trary, who is there that will now be bold 
enough to deny that it was the mere apprehend 
eion of negro freedom and negro *' equality *' 
that filled the first army of Price with non- 
slaveholders, who had labored all their lives 
by the side of the negro slave, but who rebelled 
at the mere apprehension of having to do so by 
the side of the negro /r<« ? — and so it is to-day. 
Was it not, in short, the leprous outgivings of 
abolitionism that was (alas 1 but too success- 
fully) laid hold of to " fire the Southern heart" ? 
and has it not been but too fatally plied to widen 
and confirm our original complicationE, and to 
discourage the true friends of the Union — 
North as well as South ? As to my "loyalty,** 
therefore, it must suffice to say that it continues 
to be of the type put forth in the Union plat- 
forms of my district and my State — nothing 
Ihore, and nothing less. Up to the period when 
it became but too obvious that the policy of the 
Administration in the conduct and conclusion 
of the war was to be so radically changed as 
to repel the support of those of us who had 
taxed our people and shouted forth our soldiers 
on the pledge of a totally different policy, I 
may but naturally appeal to all who hear me 
as fitnesses of the single-hearted sincerity 
with which I co-operated, by vote and speech, 
in the various measures that were proposed to 
" restore the Union.*' Since that period, de- 
spairing wholly of ever seeing the " Union as 
it was,*' under the prevalence of a policy which 
has but serried its adversaries, whilst dividing 
its friends, 1 have of course not sought to dis- 
cuss that my loyalty to the Administration has 
been simply that of a citizen who has discoun- 
tenanced opposition to its authority, whilst 
wholly dissenting from its policy. As this, 
however, but the more fully confirms and 
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utablUhtt my '^ lojtity '' to mj GoTBEHMBjnr, 
all imputatioos upon it are of coarse as mitmly 
false as it would be to charge me with infidel- 
ity to the ProvisioDal Oovernment of my State, 
which I contributed to call into being ^ merely 
because I cannot follow the executive leadings 
of either the State or the Federal Government^ 
in what I regard as the reversal of the purposes 
and the pledges upon which they won my origi- 
nal co-operation. 

Upon this I need scarcely say that I am con- 
tent to stand or fall before my constituents and 
the country, and have hence but to add my 
thanks for the patience and courtesy with 
which I have been listened to upon a point 
which seemed to me to be preliminary to the 
consideration of the message in detail. Upon 
that I will of course not enter, nnless it be de- 
noted as the judgment of the Convention that 
it be taken up and discussed at large, in which 
event it may be pardonable to add that I shall 
not wholly distrust my ability to review the 
statistics, and otherwise reply to the arguments 
of the paper — ingenious and able as I con- 
ceive it to be — but proceeding upon assump- 
tions and theories from which not alone my 
<< eympathtes/' but my entire judgment, now, 
as heretofore, so wholly and so radically dis- 
sents; and which I take leave to repeat, in 
conclusion, cannot be pressed to anything like 
a final consideration at this time, without ag^ 
gravating the dissensions they mistakenly as- 
same to heal. Talk even of an elediou in such 
times as These, sir 1 Compare the vote, I pray 
you, that has just been oast for supplying the 
vacancies which had occurred in our own 
body— *a dozen in all — scattered over every 
division of the State, and to the last degree 
important— aggregate the whole result, and 
answer me if such a vote as that should be left 
to decide the great social queeliome, and the do- 
mestic and economical intereeti, which we have 
been most inaptly called here to consider? 
Fh>ffi the returns of those elections, as esti- 
mated from those already in, and as contrasted 
with the returns for Governor nearly three 
years ago, it is believed that the vote for Dele- 
gates has not exceeded a seventh or an eighth 
of the Gabematorlal vote ; and yet, sir, the 
ofgans of radicalism, the State over, have the 
audacity to denounce a ^ woe '' upon those of 
as who fail to come up to their extreme de- 
Biands, which they will continue mendaciously 
to allege is '< the will of the psopZs/>' The will 
of the peopie, sir 1 Who, on the contrary, has 
been so puUhl^ blind as not to have seen in 



these elections the workings of a pre-arranged 
terrorism, which should intimidate and repel 
the great body of the people, instead of the 
fair and <<free'' ballot to which they wers 
born by constitutional gwirantee, and which 
we ourselves have voluntarily sworn to observe 
and defend ? Who, moreover, so unapprecia- 
tive of the necessity to '^put thro*igh '' by ter- 
rorism that which was conceived and hoped 
for in that reliance alone, as not at least to 
have looked and listened in the direction of 
congenial military radiations for the coup d'eted 
which should now overreach and overawe the 
repreeeiUaHvee of the people, as it had already 
done the people themselves. Whether in this 
assembly of Tribunes there is or is not a mem- 
ber thus blind and unappreciative, it may not 
be inappropriate, as unveiling the last resort 
of '* the conspirators " to whom I have so of- 
ten alluded, that I send to the Secretary a copy 
of a printed letter, over the well known signa- 
ture of the late military commandant of this 
<^ Central Di8trict,>^ with a request that he 
shall relieve me bv reading it in my stead. 
[The Secretary read as follows :] 

JsrrxBsoN Citt, June 5, 1863. 

DxAS Si<: In consideration of the meeting 
of the Convention at an early day, and of the 
meeting of the Legislature, in November, it is 
thought advisable by many of our friends that 
the loyal people throughout the State should 
give some definite expression of their wishes 
in relation to the Important question that it is 
probable will be agitated before those bodies 
at their ensuing sessions. 

It is very desirable that resolutions should 
be adopted in every county in the State, em- 
bodying the following principles and measures : 

1. Immediate emancipation with apprentice- 
ship for a limited number of years. - 

2. Immediate elections to be ordered by the 
Convention for Governor and other State offi- 
cers. 

3. The declaring by the Convention the or- 
dinance disfranchising rebels permanent, and 
making it part of the fundamental law of the 
State. 

4. The adjournment of the Convention with- 
out day. 

5. In case the Convention adjourned without 
adopting these great reforms, then a call by the 
Legislature of another Convention, to which, 
these propositions shall be submitted. 

6. The election by the Legislature, without 
delay, of two Senators possessing the nnlimited 
confidence of the friends of the above measures. 
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The destiniei of Misioari, and indeed of our 
country, are trembling in the balance. Our 
only hope rests in the great body of the peo- 
ple. It appears to us that In Missouri con- 
cert of opinion and action is absolutely neces- 
sary. If in the several counties our friends 
adopt various opinions and platforsas of action, 
our strength will be dissipated, and confusion, 
and strife, and ultimate defeat be the only re- 
sults. Hence the necessity of adopting a com- 
mon platform of action, and a concentration 
of all our force. It is thought that meetings 
of the people and expressions of their opinions, 
in the most energetic and decided form, ought 
to be had in every county and in every con- 
siderable neighborhood, and that as frequently 
as possible, until these great reforms shall be 
accomplished. 

AVill you, for the sake of the right cause, see 
that such meetings are properly called, and 
that resolutions expressing the principles and 
measures above indicated are adopted ? Spare 
no pains to have the meetings larg^ and enthu- 
siastic, and have meetings held as early as 
possible. 

A rrangements have been made by v^hlch, it 
is hoped, similar meetings will be held in every 
county in the State where loyal men dare as- 
semble. 

Very respectf ully, your ob't serv*t, 
BsN Loan. 

Weary as I find myself to be, Mr. President, 
I propose at present no further amplification 
of this last ''order,'' than to repeat the sugges- 
tion that it is but the natural culmination of a 
well understood system of "terrorism,** which 
having but too successively repressed the «^ 
ierance^ot opinions adverse to its own dom- 
ination, seeks now to crown its offence's 
against ''free*' deetions, by palming off upon 
us and our constituents its own unresisted man' 
frfaetur* of public sentiment, as the '^sponta- 
neous'' uprising of a great People I Let those 
(if any) who either desire an excuse of this 
character, or who are content to bow them- 
seWes fo such contrivings, do so. There are 
at least many of us who know too well the mo- 
dm9 operandi by which opinions are wrought 
out in the interests of unscrupulous military 
commanders not to be able to distinguish be- 
tween even the soldier under durete and the 
soldier when again a citizen — and so of all 
within the influence of the same or similar 
eoasiderations. I have said already that I 
will not at this time enlarge upon this circular 
of Geasral Loan«-tempting as it is in its every 



line and purpose — but will leave it to others, 
as containing in itself the textual of a longer 
speech than the one I have already made longrer 
than I originally intended. 

It is but added, therefore, that whilst the 
papers which will be laid upon our de^ks upon 
the arrival of each succeeding mail will doubt- 
less continue to reflect back upon us the ''well 
made up" proceedings of what wiM purport* to 
be the "sentiments of the people,'* each mem- 
ber will, of course, be able to estimate for 
himself the degree of consideration which 
should be given to acconnU of meetings thus 
gotten up ''to order" throughout the State. 
For myself, I close as I commenced — ^ready 
with the contribution of an unaffected homage 
to the deliberate and the "/m" will of "the 
men who fight the battles, and pay (he taxes, 
and feed the armies of the Republic" — ready 
to submit to it in the future, as in all the past, 
with all my sympathies and all my interests, 
but scorning its counterfeit, and resenting its 
wrongs, whether it be conspired against in the 
camp, the closet, or elsewhere. In my opinion, 
moreover, it depends upon the enlightened 
firmness with which we contemn and expoae 
such attempts to overreach and overawe 
the people, whether by our action here 
we shall allay or confirm the apprehensions 
which contribute, in my section, almost the 
sole disquietude which these conspirators would 
torture into "disloyalty," and visit (quoth the 
the circular) withpermanant disfranchisement 1 

Deal with it, Delegates, as you list — each 
being responsible to his own constituency, his 
own character and his own conscience. 

Mr. Drake gave notice that on Tuesday be 
should submit the following resolutions on 
Emancipation, which were read by the clerk : 

" Reeolff^, That it is expedient that an ordi- 
nance should be passed by this Convention, 
providing as follows : 

" 1. For the emancipation of all slaves in 
this State on the 1st day of January, A. D. 1864. 

" 2. For the perpetual prohibition of negro 
slavery in this State from and after that date. 

" 3. For a system of apprenticeship of (h« 
slaves so emancipated, fbr such period as 
may be sufllcient to avoid any serious incon- 
venience to those interests with which slave 
labor is now connected, and to prepare emanci- 
pated blacks for complete freedom. 

" 4. For submitting said ordinance to a vote 
of the people, for their ratification or rejectioa, 
on the first Monday of August next" 
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Ma. 0mm obj«ctedy and ia<Hr«d their rtfer. 
ence to a Committee of nine. 

THE CAIS or ▼. MABMADUKE. 

Mr. Hau. of Randolph, hj permission of 
the Conrentioni offered the following report 
from the Special Committee to whom wae re- 
ferred the communication of the Provost Mar- 
shal General : 

'* The Committee to whom was referred the 
conmunication of the Provost Marshal Gene- 
ral of Missouri in relation to the case of V. 
Marmaduke, a member of this Convention, 
heg leave to report, that, on investigation of 
the grounds of the order of banishment against 
Mr. M., they find no allegation which would 
disqualify him as a member of this body, or 
make it in any respect improper that he should 
be permitted to attend our present session ; we 
therefore recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

** JUfdvedy That the Provost Marshal Gene* 
ral be requested not to interpose obstacles to 
Mr. V. Marmaduke's attendance at this Con- 
vention.*' 

Mr. Hall. I do not understand the Provost 
Marshal General to say that he has no objec- 
tion to Mr. Marmaduke's coming to Jefferson 
City, but simply that the Commanding Gene- 
ral prefers to leave the matter to Ihis Conven- 
tioD^ and if it expresses a wish tbat*Mr. Mar- 
maduke should take his seat, the Commanding 
General will consent in courtesy to the wishes 
of the Convention. If I am wrong in regard 
to the interpretation of the letter, 1 beg to be 
corrected. 

Mr. Drake. Here is an individual who, for 
disloyal acts, is now, as General Loan told 
me, a prisoner of war. Mr. Marmaduke has 
never taken the oath that I was required to 
take before being elected to this bedy j and 
perhaps If he were called open to take that 
oath, he would refuse to do so. Bat whether 
he would or not, it it enough for the present 
that he is at this moment a prisoner of war for 
disloyal conduct against the Government of 
the United States; and we are called upon 
now, as the representatives of the people of 
Missouri, to send an invitation to St. Louis for 
Mr. Marmaduke, a rebel, a prisoner of war, 
so far as military action makes him so, to come 
liere and participate in the deliberations of 
this body, and settle the affairs of the State of 
Missouri. I, for one, will vote against any 
saeh proceeding. 

There are seven of us sworn in here to*daj, 



whose consciences were arraigned before God 
in wi^ess of the most uncompromising loyalty, 
past and present, to the United States, Before 
a vote could be counted for us by the canvas* 
sing officer in the districts where we were 
elected ; and yet we, the representatives of 
Missouri, are asked to invite here, to partici* 
pate in conducting the affairs of the State, a 
man who never took that oath, and who, since 
he became a member of this body, has done 
things that required the military authorities to 
put their hands upon him and hold him 1 I, 
for one, will not do that thing ; nothing on 
this earth will induce me to do it. 

Mr. Hall of R. The military commander 
has not extended the limits of his parole to 
Jefferson City, because it would look as though 
be had done so for the purpose of sending a 
member to the Convention, or inducing him to 
attend, and because he thought it would be 
more courteous to the Convention to put it in 
this form I that the Convention should say 
whether it desired he should remove the obsta- 
cles at present in the way of Mr. Marmaduke's 
attendance here. The Commanding General 
did not do so without the sanction of the Con- 
vention, because there might be a feeling that 
we had undertaken to favor his attendance. 
No charges have been preferred against Mr. 
Marmaduke, and therefore I hope the Conven- 
tion will request that that gentleman be al- 
lowed to take hif seat, as it is important that 
his constituents be represented. 

Mr. Drake. And now, because the Com- 
manding General did not wish to put himself 
in that position, he wishes to put this Conven- 
tion in the position of inviting this prisoner of 
war to its deliberations. And upon what 
ground does this Committee make this report ? 
Upon the examination of docnments from the 
Provost Marshal ? No, sir $ they go into the 
lobby, and they talk with the citizens of thii 
place, and they speak of an interview between 
Gen. Loan and myself, and upon this they 
come to the Convention and ask us to do this 
deed ! I cannot consent to it. I see nothing 
in it but the deepest humiliation to every indi- 
vidual member of this body, and, before a vote 
is taken, I move a call of the House. 

Mr. Sample Orr. The gentleman from St 
Louis has spoken a little too stiffly for a youth ) 
he is cutting In almost too deep. He know* 
nothing about him excspt that he is a prisoner 
of war for treason. 

Mr. Drake. No, disloyalty. 

Mr. Orb. I stand conected. It seams ex* 
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traordtnary to invite a traitor here to partici- 
pate in the deliberations of this assembly $ but 
there are other g^entlemen here that stand in- 
dieted for treason. I was tried for treason 
four days last week, and am, perhaps, con- 
sidered a contamination to this body. While 
you contend for the exclusion of members be- 
cause they are charged with a crime, without 
conviction, It is not with a solitary case, for 
there are five or six gentlemen who are here 
under a similar charge. I stand before you 
charged with treason, and may be shot before 
this week is out, for aught I know ; but I do 
not ask it as a courtesy of the Provost Mar- 
shal ; I 'lave a right to be here, and I intend 
to be here until I am excluded by a vote of 
this Convention. I suppose there is no charge 
against Mr. Marmaduke ; if there is, the Pro- 
vost Marshal has been a long time in getting it 
up ; this thing of charging a man with treason 
because he differs somewhat with the privi- 
leged factions of this country, as to its gov- 
ernment, is becoming a little too much for me. 
But I ask no courtesy. I thank Ood that 
charge and conviction do not mean one and 
the same thing. 

Mr. Brbckikbidob. I have drafted an ordi- 
nance of emancipation and apprenticeship, 
and I ask to be allowed to introduce it that it 
may be read* 

AN OBDINANOl TO PBOYIDli f OB OXBTAIN 
AMINDMXNT8 TO THB CONSTITUTION AND YOB 
THS XMANOIPATION Of SLAYU. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State 
of Missouri in Convention assembled, as 
follows ; 

Section 1. The first and second daases 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
islred. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, or as hereinafter provided, 
are abolished, and all slaves on that day 
within this State are hereby declared to be 
free : provided^ however^ that they and their 
isHie thereafter bom shall thereupon be and 
become indentured apprentices to their for- 
mer owners, their assigns or representatives, 
and as such held to service and labor from 
that date until the fourth day of July, A. D. 



eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and no 
longer. 

Sec. 3. No apprentice of the class pro- 
vided for in this ordinance shall be removed 
from this State during the term of his or 
her apprenticeship ; and it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, without delay, to 
pass laws with appropriate penalties to pre- 
vent the same. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Legia- 
ature, without delay, to pass laws : To 
secure the humane and proper treatment of 
said apprentices by their masters and mis- 
tresses respectively ; to secure the return 
to service of any such apprentice who shall 
abscond or depart from the service of his 
or her master or mistress ; for the punish- 
ment by fine or by imprisonment, or both, 
of every person who shall counsel, persuade, 
entice, or assist, any such apprentice to 
run away or absent himself or herself from 
the service of his or her master or mistress i 
and of every person who shall entertain, 
harbor, or conceal, any such apprentice, 
knowing him or her to be a runaway, or to 
have absented himself or herself, without 
leave, from the service of his or her master 
or mistress ; to provide for the creation of 
a fund by taxation or otherwise, and for 
tbe proper distribution and application there- 
of, for the support of all free blacks who shall 
become free under the operation of this 
ordinance, and who by reason of extreme 
youth or age, sickness, insanity, idiocy, or 
other cause, are unable to maintain thent- 
selves. 

Sec« 5. The right to the services of any 
such apprentice may be relinquished by his 
or her master or mistress, by deed duly ac- 
knowledged and recorded in the ofiioe of the 
recorder of deeds of the county in which the 
grantor resides, and thereupon the said 
apprentice shall be free from all daim of 
service. 

Sec. G. No future assessment of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now a^essed against such proper- 
ty shall not be collected, nor shall the 
right to the service of apprentices under 
this ordinance be held for any purpose to 
be the subject of taxation. 

Sec. 7. Section one, section two, and 
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seetion three of this ordinanee shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the 
first day of January, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and siztj-four; sections four, five, 



and six, shall take effect and be in force 
from and after their passage. 

On motion of Mr. McFerbait, the Conven- 
tion adjourned to Tuesday morning, 9 o'clock. 



SECOND DAY. 



JsrrEMOH CiTT, 

Tuesday, June 16, 1863. 
The Convention met at o'clock. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 

THS CASE or V. MAKMADUKE. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. 1 move the pre- 
Yious question on the adoption of the report of 
the Special Committee to whom was referred 
the communication of the Provost Marshal 
General. 

Mr. Deake of St. Louis. I ask that It may 
be momentarily v^lthdrawn, that I may offer a 
resolution, as follows : 

RtMoUtdy That while the Convention may be 
of opinion, from the information now before 
it, that Mr. Marmaduke might, if present, take 
his seat as a member without objection, tbey 
respectfnllr refer back to the military authori- 
ties the question of the extension of his parole. 

Mr. Hall of R. It is due to this Conven- 
tion that no more time sbotiid be taken up with 
this subject I must insist upon the previous 
question being tak«) up. 

Mr. Stewabt. I call for the ayes and noes. 
I would like to know whether debate on the 
important question of admitting a rebel to a 
seat in this Convention is to be choked off. 

Mr. Dbake of St. L. I would reqttest that 
the gentleman withdraw his motion, for the 
purpose of enabling me to offer an amendment. 

Mr. Hall of R. On application of the 
member from St Louis, I withdraw the motion 
in bis favor. 

Mr. BaoADBBAD. I beg to be allowed to 
Biake an explanation in reference to the case 
of Mr. Marmaduke. As far as I am able to 
aseertain the facts, Marmaduke was arrested 
some time since by Gen. Loan, and was ban- 
ished from the t^te of Missouri, on the ground 
of disloyalty. Upon what particular evidence, 
he was not able to state, as he had feen no 
record of the proceeding, if any bad been kept. 
Afterwards, upoa the appUeation of Gen. Loan, 



as he was informed, his parole was extended 
to the city of St. Louis, and subsequently Col. 
Dick, the former Provost Marshal of this mili- 
tary department, extended his parole for a short 
time, to Saline county. 

A few days ago Mr. Marmaduke applied to 
have bis parole extended to Jefferson City, with 
the view of enabling him to take his seat in 
the Convention. 

Now, whilst the military commandant of this 
department knows of no military reason why 
his parole should not be extended to Jefferson, 
as it had previously been extended to Saline, 
for a short time, be thinks it proper to submit 
tbe matter to the Convention, for the simple 
reason that he does not wish to do an act which 
may seem to have the appearance of thrusting 
upon the Convention a man who has been ad- 
judged by the military authorities to l>e dis- 
loyal, nor to interpose his authority, if, in the 
judgment of this Convention, it is proper that 
he should take his seat as a member of that 
body. 

It has been intimated that Gen. Schofield has 
undertaken, by this course, to shift the respon- 
sibility of this matter from his own shoulders 
and throw it upon the Convention. It is not 
so, sir. He seeks to avoid no responsibility 
which belongs to his position ) but out of re- 
spect to this body, which represents the people 
of the State, he thought it eminently proper, 
as it seems to me every reflecting man must 
think, that, in the absence of any military rea- 
sons to the contrary, the Convention should 
judge, as a political question, whether it is 
proper that he should take his seat as one of 
its members. The Convention certainly is not 
precluded, by the action of the military au- 
thorities, from determining for itself whether 
Mr. Marmaduke is or is not loyal ; and the 
Commanding General, by the course pursued, 
has simply said that he will respect such ac- 
tion, so far as the question of taking his seat 
in the Convention is concerned. If there were 
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any miliUry reasons ag^ainst it, he would take 
the responsibility of refusing to extend parole, 
no matter what might be the action of the Con- 
vention in this respect ; but, in the absence of 
any reasons of that kind, all such questions 
should be submitted to the civil authorities — 
and for this course the Commanding General 
deserves the highest commendation. 

The PaEsiDENT. Shall the main question 
be now put? A two-thirds vote will be re- 
quired to carry it 

' The question being put to the vote, it was 
negatived, the result being — yeas, 31 ; nays, 33. 

OK EMANCIPATION. 

Mr. Sol. Smith offered the following, enti- 
tled 

AN ORDINANGB f OB THB EMANOIPATION OV 
SLAVBS. 

The People of Missouri^ in State Conven^ 
Hon (uaernbledy do ordain as follows : 
Section 1. No slave shall come into this 
State for permanent residence therein. 

Sec. 2. Oa the fourth day of July, eight- 
een hundred and seventy, slavery shall 
cease forever to be an institution of Mis- 
souri. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature may, oy law, de- 
clare the political status of free persons of 
color, and provide, 'by a just and humane 
system of apprenticeship, to be exercised 
through county authorities, against such 
persons becoming a public charge. 

Mr. Drakb of St. Louis introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'' ResoUedy That it is expedient that an ordi- 
nance should be passed by this Convention, 
providing as follows : 

^' First, For the emancipation of all slaves 
in this State on the first day of January, A. D. 
1864: 

" Second. For the perpetual prohibition of 
negro slavery in this State, from and after that 
date: 

'' Third. For a system of apprenticeship of 
the slaves so emancipated, for such period as 
may be sufficient to avoid any serious incon- 
venience to those interests with which slave 
labor is now connected, and to prepare the 
emancipated blacks for complete freedom : 

" Fourth, For submitting said ordinance to 
a vote of the people, for their ratification or 
rejection, on the first Monday of August 
n«xt'> 



Upon this resolution Mr, Dkakc spoke as 
follows : 

The intention of presenting this resolution is 
to ascertain, as soon as practicable, tfa« sens* 
of this body on the important subject in regard 
to which, principally, we are called together. 
Of course 1 do not indulge the hope of its 
escaping opposition. I therefore deem it pro- 
per to accompany Its presentation with an ex- 
position of the reasons which have influenced 
me to offer it 1 will, first, briefly refer to my 
own position, and then state, with such fullness 
as may seem to me necessary, the grounds upon 
which I favor a plan of emancipation such as 
this resolution points to. I respectfully crave 
the candid attention of the Convention. 

Entering this assembly a stranger to two- 
thirds of its members, it is fit that 1 should in- 
dicate my past position and present views in 
regard to the institution of slavery, in ordM* 
that all may understand that in no respect am 
I influenced, nor shall at any time willingly 
permit myself to be, by any fanatical opinions 
or feelings against it as a system of labor. If 
1 know myself, I approach the subject with at 
much coolness of head and calmness of spirit 
as if It had never been, with me or others, a 
matter of excited discussion. 1 know nothing 
of my own mind and heart, if I am not actu- 
ated by a sincere desire to see the path of duty 
here, and to walk in it because it is the path of 
duty. And I mean not duty shaped by fore- 
gone conclusions, by party behests, or by un- 
regulated enthusiasm ; but duty to the highest 
and purest dictates which can influence me, in 
view of my responsibility to the people of 
Missouri, to posterity, and to God. That duty 
I will strive to follow, wherever it may lead, 
and whatever the consequences. 

At no period of my life, until after our nm- 
tional flag was lowered — but not degraded—- 
at Sumter, was I, in the commonly understood 
acceptation of the term, an anti-Slavery man $ 
much less could it ever have been truly said of 
me, before that event or since, that I was an 
Abolitionist, in the sense in which that name 
was applied and understood for many years 
before Uie outbreak of the rebellion which now 
wars upon the Union, and has brooght snch 
accumulated wretchedness to our own State. 
But from the day of Sumter's fall, I hesitate 
not to declare here, as I have, in effect, in other 
places, that my preconceptions in regard to ttie 
character of the Institution of Slavery have been 
gradually swept away before file ever-swelltni^ 
tide of conviction, that there nerer wae any 
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other origin of thifl rebtlUoD^ nor any other 
saetaining power upholding it, than the wide- 
spread, long-formed, delihertte, and audmcioos 
purpose to build upon Slavery a mighty Em- 
pire, which; beginning its march on the shores 
of the Gulf of Mexico, and spreading, first 
westward and southward, should, in the course 
of years, as it gained establishment, influence, 
and power, turn northward, to ii»vest Slavery 
forever with " the mastery of this whole con- 
tineBt." As that conviction slowly but cer- 
tainly fixed itself in my mind, another grew up 
there, equally forcible and steadfast — that the 
movement which Slavery made, in such godless 
defiance of all obligations, human and Divine, 
to establish itself by the Sword as a Power 
upon this continent, presented to every human 
being in the land the instant and unavoidable 
alternative of suffering this great nation to be 
destroyed, or of destroying Slavery, its ass^l- 
aot, wherever it was in arms against the Union. 
When that became apparent to me, I became 
the foe of Slavery, without a moment^s mis- 
giving, wavering, or thought of change. I saw 
it was Country or Slavery ; and I should have 
held myself a coward and a traitor, if so see- 
ing, I bad hesitated one second of time as to 
my course. * 

In this brief statement you have tbe expla- 
nation of my present hostility to Slavery. I 
announce it at the opening of my service in 
this body, for two reasons: First, that my 
compeers t^ere may fully understand why I, 
once a political defender of Slavery, am now 
its enemy $ and Secondly, that if there are any 
here who, in this desperate conflict between 
American Slavery and American Liberty, are 
on the side of Slavery, they may make it known. 
This is the time and this the place for every 
man to show under which banner he ranges. 

Bnt, pertiaps, there may be those who, agree- 
ing^ wiUi me as to Southern Slavery, are yet of 
the opinion that Missouri Slavery does not de- 
serve a Uke condemnation. Were I of that 
opinion, it might modify my views and action 
here ; hot my judgment is, that th4 spirit of 
Ameriean Slavery is everywhere essentially 
the same, and that the history of the rebellion 
proves it Look at our sister State on the East, 
ami mark the contrast between her and Mis- 
semi during this war. We have been ravaged, 
wbiie she sits composed and unharmed in her 
queenly beauty. Oar so^ has drunk blood like 
water, while hardly a stain of it is on hers. 
Armies have marched and countermarched, 
skirmished and fought within our borders, 
7 



while not a battle, great or small, has been 
waged within hers. Whole sections of Mis* 
souri present tenantless houses, while her habi* 
tations are filled vrith prosperous and happy 
people. Here, thousands of deserted farms are 
overgrown with weeds ; tliere, the whole land 
yields bounteously to the hand of peaceful and 
thrifty labor. By every roadside in Missouri 
lie the bones of those slain by the stealthy shot 
from the bush, while the citizen of Illinois, old 
and young, male and female, travel her ^uiet 
highways, as free from molestation or fear, as 
if Slavery were waging no war against their 
country. And while no incendiary fires light 
up her blooming prairies, the guerrilla's fiend- 
ish work blazes almost nightly in lonely spots 
in our devoted State. Never did river divide 
two such variant scenes in the midst of one 
people. What means this most striking differ- 
ence? Every member o^ this Convention 
knows, or may know, vrith as clear and un- 
doubting certainty as he knows that the breath 
of life is in him, that there is but one possible 
solution of the contrast, aud that is, thst Slav- 
ery is in Missouri, and is not in Illinois 1 That 
is what has brought upon o«r people tbe ag- 
gravated horrors of the last two years; that is 
what renders life and property in many parts 
of Missouri more insecure than it would be in 
our Indian territory; that is what requires our 
militia to be armed and alert; that is what 
arms multitudes in Missouri in defence of their 
homes and their lives; that is what fills our 
noble State with a bitter and biting curse, 
wasting away her very life, and making her, 
in many parts, bnt the stark skeleton of her 
former self: and it is with that we have to 
deal in this body, representing tbe personality 
and the power of her wronged and afflicted 
people. Who doubts, then, that the spirit of 
Slavery is everywhere the same? True, it may 
be more actively ferocious and implacable in 
one^egion than in another, as the surrounding 
circumstances excite or repress its action ; but 
still in all places it is essentially identicaL 
And as Missouri Slavery has, through many of 
its votaries and defenders, ^own itself even 
more rapacious and relentless than Slavery in 
other border States, I can perceive no title it 
can urge to a stay of that execution of Slavery 
here, as over this whole land, by warlike or 
by peaceful means, which is to mark its retri- 
bution as a traitor and a parricide. 

The institution of Slavery in the United 
States was doomed to extinction when South 
Carolina, by her ordinance of secession, at* 
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tempted to make it the corner-stone of ''a 
Confederacy of slaveholding States'' on this 
continent. From that hour, what had before 
been not only tolerated, but courted and caress- 
ed, lost its hold upon the patriots of the nation, 
and has finally became intolerable. The 
President's Proclamation of Emancipation was 
but the result of a resistless necessity laid upon 
the nation to crush its only intestine foe. That 
Proclamation declared Slavery extinct through- 
out rebeldom on the first day of this year, and, 
practically, it there ceased to be from the day 
that thunderbolt fell upon it No power on 
earth can resuscitate it there ; and it lives in 
the loyal slave States only until their people 
can, by their own peaceful action, do for it 
among themselves what the President, by war- 
like means, has done for it elsewhere. The 
crime which invoked his action was not merely 
that of men acting in the interest of Slavery — 
it was thp crime of the in$titntion itself, which 
creates and fosters a passion for predombance 
and power ; and for that crime the institution 
must fall everywhere throughout this land. 
To leave it standing on any spot of this country 
is to leave the way open for future revolts, 
disturbing the peace of the nation and threaten- 
ing the life of our free institutions. The people 
begin at last to comprehend this fully, and they 
are willbg to abandon Slavery to its fate, and 
thereby save their country. Pre-eminently 
and nobly is this true of the people of Missouri. 
They are resolved and ready to sacrifice 
Slavery on the altar of patriotism. Their 
recent manifestations, in my view, leave little 
room for cavil or doubt on this point. In their 
minds there is no holding back, whatever is in 
the miods of politicians. Their will may pos- 
sibly be baffled for a time, but it will certainly 
conquer. We, their legally delegated repre- 
sentatives, will do well to heed their voice. I, 
for one, will do so. 

The circumstances under which we are 
called to consider the subject of the emancipa- 
tion of slaves in this State are without a pre- 
cedent, unless the recent movement in West 
Virginia should be considered in some sense a 
precedent. We are to act under the influence 
of a conviction forced upon us by the peril 
threatening our nation, and because it is man- 
ifest that as long as this war continues and 
Missouri is a slave State, ahe will, for that 
reason, be subject to incursions from abroad 
and to convulsions within, which will cripple 
her energies, waste her resources, and cover 
her people with disaster and grief. lo previous 



instances. Emancipation has been aeeompliihed 
in the midst of peace. There is therefore no 
similarity of condition between Missouri and 
any of the States of the Union which in former 
years adopted gradual systems of Emancipa- 
tion. With them, the whole case was within 
their own grasp, free from external pressure ; 
with us, external circumstances, over which 
we can exercise no efficient control, combine 
with our internal condition to create the exi- 
gency which calls for Emancipation. Their 
modes of action, therefore, should not, in my 
judgment, be a criterion for ours. They could 
afford to take their own time to put Slavery 
away — with us, time is not at our disposal, 
if we would place Missouri completely and 
forever beyond the hope of Southern traitors, 
and free her from the curse of home-bred 
treason. The times demand early, direct and 
effective action — in my opinion, demand im- 
mediate Emancipation and the final exclusion 
of Slavery from our territory. I am quite 
aware that this is a proposition to revolution- 
ize, in a considerable degree, the social organ- 
ization of our State ; but it is a revolution to 
save us from blood, instead of plunging us into 
it; a revolution for peace, not for war; a 
revolution for prosperity, not for adversity. 
If I can succeed in inducing others to view 
it in this light, I shall not doubt the ultimate 
issue of the action of this body. 

I do not intend at this time to discuss to any 
extent the statistics of Missouri slavery^ nor 
does it now appear to me important to discuss 
them at all. Should my views on this point 
undergo a change, I may hereafter participate 
in statistical discussions, if they aris#. There 
are great general aspects of this most weighty 
subject, which seem to me to take in enough to 
sustain the position I have assumed, and I shall 
therefore at present confine myself to them. 

In the first place, it has ever been a cardinal 
doctrine of the Southern advocates of Slavery, 
that it must have room for unrestricted territo^ 
rial expansion. I admit that if it is to exist 
at all, as it exists in the SouUi, it must have 
such room. The tendency of Slavery is to 
large landed estates, with few whites and 
many slaves. This requires constant extension 
of the territory occupied by Slavery. And 
such is the greater ratio of increase of slave 
population than of the White race in some 
parts of the country, that to restrict Slavery 
there to certain defined and inexorable limits 
would, in the course of time, reaalt in the 
exclusion of the whites and the abandoament 
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of the country to tb« blacks, or their conitant 
subjugation by armed force to the dominion of 
their matters. Thoagh these views may not 
apply as forcibly to Missouri as to the South, 
still, while Slavery exists there and here also, 
she la a party to their demand for (he tenitorial 
extension of Slavery. And now, what is her 
present, and what is to be her future, position 

00 this point ? Let us frankly meet the truth 
as it stands. She is totally cut off from the 
possibility of aiding in expanding slave terri- 
tory, or of being a participant in any such 
extension, or in any possible scheme having 
that end in view. I can conceive of no cir- 
cumstances under which she can be severed 
from the Union. As I said in a public address 
in April, 1862, so I say now, that << the Na- 
tional Government would wage endless war — 
and ought to do so— rather than suffer her to 
become the possession of any foreign power. 
Her destiny, therefore, Is fixed, finally and 
irrevocably, in the Union." In considering 
her relations to Slavery, we are, therefore, to 
regard her as isolated from the insurgent States 
as absolutely as if an ocean rolled between her 
and them. With territory on her eastern, 
northern and western borders made free by the 
Will of the people there, and with territory on 
her southern border made free by the power of 
the nation through the laws of war, she is to 
have no part or lot hereafter forever in any 
plan, or hope, or dream of Slavery extension. 
Hence, one great ligament binding her to that 
institution is broken, never to be reunited. We 
are therefore to deal with this subject in the 
light of the most important fact And what is 
its significance to us? In my judgment, it 
points to a severance of all ties of sympathy 
between us and an institution which by its war 
upon the Union has, within two years, brought 
calamities upon the country ^vastly overbalan- 
cing all the benefits which its most ardent 
friends could claim to have resulted from its 
whole existence in this land. 

With this primary point settled, two in« 
quiriea, closely allied to each other, arise, viz : 
1. What has Missouri gained by the existence 
of Slavery within her borders? and 2. What 
can she expect to gain by its continuance there? 

If yon point, in the past, to her agricultural 
productions, largely the result of slave labor, 

1 admit the fact, but direct you to the far 
greater amount produced by Illinois, in less 
time, with free labor. If yon refer to her 
rapidly increasing population, I refer you to 
tbe marked saperiority of Illinois^ and even 



Iowa, in that respect. The latter, twenty- 
seven years ago, had hardly a white inhabitant i 
now it is the home of nearly seven hundred 
thousand people — more than half as many as 
sixty years of American occupancy have 
brought to Missouri. If you look at her rail- 
roads, which hiive entailed a debt of more than 
twenty millions of dollars upon her, I show you 
half as much in Iowa, and three times as much 
in Illinois, without a dollar of State debt upon 
either of them. You can probably name no 
particular, except the culture of hemp and 
tobacco, in which Missouri is not far behind 
her adjacent neighbor on the east, and soon will 
be behind her northern neighbor, if Slavery 
remains among us. In regard to those two 
items of production, she has been placed by 
slave labor in the advance ; but already since, 
for the sake of Slavery, she was dragged into 
the arena of this fratricidal war, she has prob- 
ably lost ten times more than all the profits of 
her hemp and tobacco ever since she became a 
State. How, then, stands the account of profit 
and loss in the past from her connection with 
Slavery? Does any one — can any one doubt 
that the loss of what she might have been more 
than she is, and the actual less in war of what 
she had, will more than outweigh the largest 
estimate of the profit she has derived from 
Slavery? 

Does the future offer any more cheering 
prospect ? With Slavery remaining among us, 
are we to gain upon, or even keep up with, our 
neighbors in the race of progress and improve* 
ment? Are we to move forward with any 
more rapidity than in the past? Heretofore, 
with as fertile lands as Illinois or Iowa, at less 
than half the price of theirs, the tide of emi- 
gration has, to a large extent, avoided Missouri. 
What is to make it different in the future? 
After this war for slavery extension and 
empire shall have ended in Uie complete and 
final overthrow of Slavery throughout the rebel 
States — as it certainly will — ^is it likely that the 
adventurous sons of the free States will be so 
enamored of Slavery as to seek homes in the 
few remaining States which still cling to this 
arch enemy of the Union? No thoughtful 
man expects or believes that they will. It is 
therefore as certain as anything future can be, 
that, as a slave State, Missouri is still to be, 
as she has been, a laggard in the march of 
progress — is to be far behind what, as a free 
State, she is capable of being— is to be ever 
struggling with a self-imposed burden, pressing 
her down and paralyzing her energies till, in 
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tome more favored hour, her people rise with 
one mighty impuhe and shame us by doing 
what we had It in our power, but lacked wis- 
dom or nerve to do. Ib the meantime, who 
can estimate the loss to Missouri by her failure 
to assume a position of equality with her 
neighbor States ? How much hemp and tobac- 
co, raised by slave labor, will balance the 
account? We v/hxtt population ! We want it 
for our immense territory, hardly yet begun to 
be developed ; we want it for our deserted 
farms and abandoned homesteads ; we want it 
to unearth our exhaustlesB stores of mineral 
wealth ; we want it to replace the thousands of 
our people who have fallen, am) &re yet to fall, 
victims to this cruel war ; we Want it to reno- 
va(e our drooping commerce, to complete and 
sustain our improvements, to give increased 
value to our lands, to help pay our debt ; we 
want it, in short, to make Missouri as great in 
her mature development as she is in her native 
resources ; and, in my deliberate judgment, we 
shall not get it while Slavery is among us, and 
shall get it, certainly and soon, if we put 
Slavery away from us. 

These are the general views which implant 
within me the resolute purpose, for the good of 
Missouri, to contribute, in every way I can, to 
remove from her territory an institution which, 
I verily believe, has injured, incomparably 
more than it has benefited her ; which promises 
no compensation to her people for past calami- 
ties ) and which, so long as it abides among us, 
is to repress her vigor, retard her growth, and 
stimulate treason, di^oyalty, aud rapine. In 
these views I am satisfied the great majority of 
the loyal people of this State concur. 

But while it may be conceded by others that 
a large msjority of the loyal people of Missouri 
are for Emancipation in some form, It may be 
denied that such a majority exists for immediate 
Bmancipation. This I propose to leave]to their 
decision at the ballot-box. To that decision, 
if adverse, I will bow with the respect due from 
every man in a republic to the fairly expressed 
will of the majority. I desire, however, to 
place before the people's delegates, and eventu- 
ally before the people themselves, the consid- 
erations which influence me to espouse imme- 
diate Emancipation. 

In the first place, I believe it of the highest 
importance in reference to the peace of Mis- 
souri, that emancipation should be immediate. 
It is of the utmost interest to our people, not 
only to be themselves assured that Missouri is 
to remain forever a part of the Union^ bat to 



feel that the whole country has that assurance. 
Especially is it of the gravest moment to them, 
that all rebeldom should know, past all perad- 
venture, that all attempts to entangle her in 
their meshes are, and are forever to be, utterly 
futile. It is most evident that the rebel leaders 
have not yet come to know or believe that she 
is beyond their grasp. A part of their plans 
has been to make the Missouri river their north- 
ern boundary ; and it requires something more 
than fighting to make them yield that idea. 
As long as their piratical power remains an- 
broken, they will strive to subject Southern 
Missouri to their dominion. And as long as 
there is any belief among our people of the 
possibility of the accomplishment of that ob- 
ject, so long will the spirit of revolt and 
plunder be rife amongst us^ making life and 
property insecure, unsettling the foundations 
of our prosperity, driving valuable population 
into the surrounding States for safety, and 
preventing accessions of people irom abroad, 
except to those populous places which have 
within themselves the capacity of self-defence. 
Every attempt, too, by the rebels to establish 
themselves within our limits, whether success- 
ful or net, must be attended with terrible inju- 
ry to our people ; to say nothing of the horri- 
ble outrages of the guerrilla and the bush- 
whacker, carrying fear and desolation into al- 
most every neighborhood 5 or of the murderous 
affrays between individuals, which have al- 
ready caused so much bloodshed, and threaten 
so much more. I wish, if possible, to put a 
speedy and final end to all this, by destroying that 
which, in my opinion, is its sole cause. I do 
not suppose there is a member of this body, 
who believes that if Missouri had been a free 
State she would have been subjected to the 
five-hundredth part of the evils that have be- 
fallen her. Bordering southward upon Arkan- 
sas, with no natural boundary separating her 
from that State, we could not have expected 
such immunity from invasion as Illinois has 
enjoyed, with the Ohio river on her south ; but 
still, without that advantage, we should have 
been comparatively free from rebel incursion, 
if there bad been no Slavery among us. It 
was our being a slave State that caused the 
attempt to take Missouri into the rebel con- 
federacy ; it was our being a slave Stsfte that 
led some fifteen thousand of our citicens into 
"Price's Army 5" it was our being a slave State 
that invited that army into our borders | it 
was our being a slave State that has filled our 
woods with thieving and murderous banditti $ 
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In fact, it may be said, without exaggeration, 
that hardly a misfortune has befallen our 
State within the last two years, which is not 
directly and fairly due to the existence of Sla- 
very among us. 

And to me it is equally apparent that these 
calamities will cease almost instantly upon the 
final and irrevocable displacement of Slavery 
from our soil. I wish them to cease at the 
earliest available moment j and every patriot, 
every Christian, every humane man must join 
in that wish. It will be gratified, if Slavery 
is put away from us, in such a way as to leave 
no hope of its return. A gradual system of 
Emancipation, extending through a series of 
years, would invite agitation for its repeal the 
moment this war is ended ; a declaration of 
immediate Emancipation closes the door for- 
ever against all agitation, and gives us peace. 
Let DO one say that such agitation will be im- 
possible after the adoption of an ordinance of 
gradual Emancipation. It will be possible, 
and probable too, whenever the General As- 
sembly shall repeal the test-oath ordinance of 
June, 1862, and restore to the privileges of citi- 
zenship the bloody-handed marauders who 
have ravaged almost every part of Missouri | 
as, in my opinion, that body will do whenever, 
by dissimulation, cajolery, and fraud, disloy- 
alty shall be — as it probably will be, unless 
baffled by some action of this Convention — ^in 
the ascendant there again. 

I would lift from off our State the deadly 
incnbus which weighs it down, and at the 
same time leave not the least ray of hope of its 
ever being again imposed upon us. In my 
judgment, immediate Emancipation will do 
this, and I cannot see that anything else will. 
For the sake, therefore, of present peace and 
lasting repose, I am for immediate Emancipa- 
tion. 

But not alone on the plea for peace to our 
people do I base my advocacy of this policy. 
As a mere question of political economy, I 
hold it to be directly and greatly to the interest 
of our State to declare immediate Emancipa- 
tion. As we all know, the slaves of Missouri 
are, to a large extent, its* agricultural and 
domestic laborers ; in some sections almost its 
only ones. I understand, I think, nearly as 
well as the people of those sections, that to 
take from them suddenly those laborers, with- 
out replacing them with others, would work 
extended and serious injury } and, paradoxical 
as it may seem to some, it is to avoid that very 
result that I would make Emancipation imme- 



diate. If it be asked how this is to be done, I 
point to the condition of our slave population, 
as known to every observing and reading man. 
In whole sections of the State they are in a fer- 
ment ; while in no section, so far as I can learn, 
are they in the quiet condition of two years ago. 
They are moving, or being moved all over our 
territory. From the eastern, northern, and 
western borders they are being moved by their 
masters to the centre, to prevent their moving 
themselves beyond the circumference into the 
free States. From the centre they are being 
moved into Kentucky, oistensibly to be employed 
in raising tobacco, but really to escape Eman- 
cipation. From every part they are moving 
themselves into regions where they may find 
the freedom they desire, and of which they 
have discovered that thev can, in our present 
unsettled condition, easily avail themselves. 
There is at this moment hardly a slave-owner 
in oar State, who can lie down at night with 
any well grounded confidence that the morning 
will find him in possession of as many slaves 
as when he went to sleep. The State is daily 
losing its slave laborers, and no man can tell 
when the exodus will cease. And what is 
more momentous, it is the young, and the vig- 
orous middle-aged men, that are departing, 
leaving the old men, the women, and the chil- 
dren, to be cared for by their masters. What 
is to stay this movement ? With war immi- 
nent at any moment $ with an internal condition 
BO disturbed that pursuit of fugitive slaves is, 
beyond any precedent, of doubtful result 5 with 
every road beset by marauders and murderers ; 
it is notorious that slaves possess, and know 
that they possess, facilities for escape, such as 
they never had before, and that they are avail- 
ing themselves of them, as they never did be- 
fore. We will do well to look at these things 
as they are. It is folly to shut our eyes to 
them. We might as well realize that our State 
is rapidly losing its agricultural laboring 
strength, and that ere long, in all human pro* 
bability, it will lose it entirely, unless some 
barrier to this exodus be interposed. And as 
we are in no condition to employ, as effectual- 
ly as heretofore, a barrier of force, my view 
is to take from the slaves the inducement to 
seek freedom by flight, by making them free 
here. It is not from Missouri they are flying, 
but from slavery ; it is not Illinois, Iowa, or 
Kansas they are seeking, but freedom ; and 
for this they leave old and familiar homes,, 
wives, children, and friends, to enter upon new 
scenes among strangers, not knowing what 
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will be their condition, nor caring what their 
fate, 80 it be met in freedom. 

And now, as a merely economical question 
— as a simple matter of dollars and cents, I ask 
if it is not the interest of our State to keep 
those laborers among^ us? What are we to 
gain by their self-deportation? Could we 
transfer them all, to-day, to another continent, 
and receive an equivalent accession of white 
laborers, we should, I think, be immensely the 
gainers by the exchange ; but that is not the 
point! The question is, whether we shall 
quietly see the effective labor of our agricul- 
ture march away from us, with nothing to re- 
place it, or whether we shall pursue such a 
policy as will retain it until its place can be 
supplied ? For my part, I can see no two sides 
to such a question. No sane man believes that 
a substitute for a servile population of 80^000 
to 100,000 souls can be obtained in any country 
or State in a period short of years ; and least 
of all in a country that is losing by war so 
much of its bone and muscle as this country is 
losing now. It is therefore our clear interest, 
as a simple matter of political economy, to 
keep the negroes here until their places can be 
filled by white laborers. If the slaves under- 
gtand that they are to remain slaves for an in- 
definite or a protracted perioid, they will con- 
tinue to flee } and how are we to stop them ? 
They go now, day by day, and night by night, 
and we are powerless to prevent it. When 
will this cease ? Not, I verily believe, until 
you give them, on our own soil, at their old 
homes, the freedom they are seeking elsewhere ; 
the aspiration for which has received, in two 
years of war for the extension and domination 
of Slavery, a hundred-fold greater impulse, 
than all the efforts and appliances of Aboli- 
tionists for a quarter of a century could have 
given. 

It is to avoid this drain of the laboring 
strength of our State, and at the same time 
prevent too severe a shock to our social or- 
ganization, from so sudden a change in our 
system of labor, that I couple with immediate 
Emancipation the idea of a system of ap- 
prenticeship, which shall retain the negroes in 
their positions for a limited period. I desire 
that Emancipation should work as little in- 
jury as practicable, and accomplish for both 
races the greatest possible amount of good. I 
do not think it would be wise or humane to 
invest so large a slave population as that of 
Missouri, with the instant right of uncontrolled 
freedom. In many respects they are like 



children, and need to be educated into a fitness 
for such freedom. This is my judgment, 
founded upon the observation of more than 
forty years. But while I would have them to 
pass through an apprenticeship, I would not 
extend that period a day beyond the time ne- 
cesssary to fit them measurably for entire 
freedom, and to afford opportunity for repla- 
cing them with white laborers. If their ap- 
prenticeship is to benefit them, or those for 
whom they labor, it should not be of such long 
duration as not to be distinguished by them 
from a state of permanent slavery, nor so 
short as to defeat the great object of obtain- 
ing white labor, equal to the demand, before 
the negro labor is left entirely to its own con- 
trol. If the negroes are to remain among us, 
it is at once humane toward them, and profit- 
able to those for whom they work, that they 
should work in hope. My belief is, that prop- 
erly managed and influenced, they are capable 
of beinic made, probably, as valuable a peas- 
antry as exists. Give them something to live for 
— let them feel that they are preparing better to 
live for themselves, and I have confidence that 
they will be found more capable of enjoying and 
profiting by their freedom than many are ac- 
customed to suppose. It should be remembered 
that we may reasonably hope for better results 
of Emancipation here, than have attended it in 
other countries, so far as the negroes are con- 
cerned. They have been reared, and will re- 
main, under better influences of morality and 
religion among us, than the slaves emancipated 
by England or France were subjected to in 
the colonial possessions of those countries. 
We may hope and believe that those influences 
will continue to be exerted, and be effective, 
for the elevation of our black race. I, for 
one, am sanguine on that point.- It is our in- 
terest to teach the blacks all the good, and as 
little of evil, as we can. It is our duty as phil- 
anthropists and Christians to do so. And 
when Christian duty and self-interest combine, 
we may well expect great results. It is to 
give full opportunity for this, as well as on 
account of the other considerations adverted to, 
that I desire this class of our population to 
come gradually to full freedom $ not through 
a slowly expiring system of slavery, but through 
a period of apprenticeship, the end of which 
they can see to be not far off, and the time 
spent in which shall be a time of advancement, 
not of retrogression, with them. 

This plan ought to, and it seems to me 
would, avoid much of the difilculty anticipated 
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by many^ of contact with so large a popula- 
tion reared in servitude and then set free. I 
have met persoDs who seemed to be haunted 
by the idea of dreadful inconvenieoce^ 'oj^>'y> 
and peril, to result from the surrounding pres- 
ence of free blacks. So far as this relates to 
rural life, 1 confess I have not had such experi- 
ence as to enable me to speak advisedly } but 
through my whole life I have been familiar 
with this subject in cities ; and my belief is, 
that much less mischief proceeds from the free 
colored population there, than from any equal 
number of white people in corresponding con- 
dition of life. Nor am I aware of any moral 
or physical reason why their presence among 
ui, after emancipation, should be so dreaded 
as some seem to dread it. But were all their 
appreheqsions well founded, I claim that we 
are just as capable of managing free negroes, 
through our laws and our judicial and minis- 
terial authorities, as of managing the same 
nnmber of white people. But were it other- 
wise, I take the broad ground that it is far 
better for the people of Missouri to encounter 
all the inconvenience, all the trouble, and all 
the hazard of the presence of a large free black 
population, through the period of perhaps not 
more than a single generation, than to entail 
upon future generations an institution which, 
so long as it exists, is to hang like a mill-stone 
npon our State, and at some future day, per- 
haps, bring down upon it again such disasters 
as have, during the past two years, made it a 
field of blood. 

I have endeavored, in a spirit of candor, to 
set forth the views which led me to favor im* 
mediate Emancipation. I doubt if they will 
be riiown to be intrinsically unsound 5 and I 
doubt also whether an attempt will be made to 
60 so. It is more probable that the effort will 
be to decry this policy, on the ground of its 
supposed injustice, not to the million and more 
of non-slaveholders in our State, but to the 
twenty-five thousand, or less, of our slave- 
holders. I have beard much of this alleged in* 
justice, and I expect to hear more of it here. 
It is the old clamor by which the interests of 
our noble country have lonfr. been subordinated 
to those of a small fraction of its people, and 
I look for it to play its accustomed part in this 
great struggle for the liberation of Missouri 
from thraldom to " the peculiar institution.^' 
It is proper that it should be met at the thresh- 
old of this discussion, and I will endeavor to 
meet it 

It is considered to be a great wrong to the 



slaveholder to deprive him immediately of his 
right of property in his slaves ; and this is by 
many held to be a sufficient reason why the 
best interests of a great State should be dis- 
regarded, or, at any rate, postponed. What is 
its real meaning ? That depends upon the con* 
nection in which it is found. In regard to the 
question of Emancipation or no Emancipation, 
it means no Emancipation under any circum- 
stances — no tampering with the Divine right of 
holding the negro in bondage — no interference 
with the absolute privilege of slavery to estab- 
lish, extend, and perpetuate itself wherever it 
once gains a footing. In regard to the ques- 
tion of immediate or gradual Emancipation, it 
means gradual — the most gradual that can pos- 
sibly be obtained — the remotest period and the 
slowest process that the people can, by the 
cry of injustice to the slaveholder, be induced 
to allow. If this is not its meaning, I confess 
myself unable to discover it. Whether so or 
not, however, I propose to consider this ques- 
tion of injustise. The views I take of it may be 
erroneous, but until their error is made clear to 
me I must be guided by them. No impulse of 
injustice governs me ; neither do I intend that 
my judgment shall be warped by a groundless 
fear of doing injustice to those upon whom it 
is my honest purpose to confer what appears 
to me a signal benefit. 

The value of a slave to his owner is two- 
fold : first, in the profit of his labor over and 
above taxation and the expense of supporting 
and taking care of him ; and secondly, in the 
amount for which, as property, he can be sold. 
Let us consider this subject in both these 
aspects. 

As long as the labor of a slave yields more 
than the necessary outlay on bis account, the 
mere computation of income is in favor of his 
employment as a slave. But whenever he 
costs more than his labor is worth, the account 
changes, and he becomes a burden to his 
owner. Tested by this simple rule, I am of 
the opinion that a great majorjty of the slaves 
in Missouri are this day unprofitable tu their 
owners. But setting aside the old, the infirm, 
and the very young, and fixing the attention 
upon those who yield the largest profit, I am 
satisfied that their labor, in freedom, would be 
far more valuable than it has ever been in 
bondage. Repeated experiments have been 
made in the Southern States, of paying slaves 
for their labor, and requiring them to support 
themselves. In every such instance which has 
come to my knowledge, either through publi- 
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cations or private sources, it has been foand 
that the negro worlced better and produeed 
more, when paid, than when not. This ie a 
most instructive and pregnant fact It teaches 
us that^ regarding the negro merely as a la* 
borer^ there is not the least injustiee to the 
owner in changing lum from a bond to a hired 
laborer } but, on the contrary, a positive bene- 
fit. For we have no reason to doubt that the 
same result which has followed experimental 
changes of that description^ would attend a 
fimilar change in our entire system. It is no 
answer to this view, to say that the negro will 
not work, unless compelled by authority, or 
driven to it by his necessities. We do not 
know that I but, on 'the other hand, we know 
that free negroes, all over this country, do 
work, as white men work, for the support of 
tbemselveB and their families, and do exhibit 
steady industry and thoughtful frugality. 
There is then no injustice %o the slaveholder 
in changing his relation to the negro, po as to 
pay for his labor, and thereby realize a larger 
profit from it, than if the lattter were a slave. 

The alleged injustice must therefore be. In 
depriving the owner, by the emancipation of 
his slave, of the right of selling the slave as a 
chattel. On this point the fact of deprivation 
cannot be denied, if the slave remains in this 
State up to the day mentioned in the resolu- 
tion. But he who does not wish his slaves to 
be freed on that day, will previously remove 
them to some other State, where he can sell 
them, or, if he please, retain them in slavery. 
The inconvenience to him of such removal Is 
no just ground for delaying a measure that is 
fraught with the most momentous results to 
the present and future people of this State. 

But suppose no slave should be removed be- 
fore the day named, and all then in the State 
should become free, how would the matter 
stand? Assuming the President's Proclama- 
tion, of January 1st, 1863, to be operative and 
effectual, as I certainly do, the Southern mar- 
ket for the slaves of the border States is gone 
forever, and with it has gone a large part of 
the market value of Missouri slaves. This 
may be an unpalatable truth, but it is, never- 
theless, the truth. The presence of war in 
this State, creating exceeding insecurity of 
slave property, tends still further to diminish 
its marketable value. It is, therefore, I con- 
ceive, entirely fair to consider the market 
value of Missouri slaves reduced at this time 
to an average of one-half, or less, of what it 
was in 1860. And when you throw out of the 



consideration of the question of Injustice to 
the slave owners, the large number of such 
who have participated actively In this rebel- 
lion, or given it aid and comfort, and whose 
slaves are therefore in fact free, under the Act 
of Congress of July 17, 1863, though still held 
in bondage ^ and also put aside the vast throng 
of other disloyal owners, who are not entitled 
to any consideration whatever at our hands ; 
and also lay out of view, first, the large num* 
ber of slaveholders who, in violation of law, 
let their slaves hire their own time, and by 
that violation disentitle themsefVes to our fa- 
vor ; second, the other large number who are 
totally indifferent as to whether they retain 
their slaves or not ; and third, the still larger 
number, as I would hope and believe, of true 
and earnest patriots, who either desire, or will 
cordially agree to, immediate Emancipation, 
for the sake of the Union and of peace : when 
you put aside the grand array of slaveholders 
embraced in these various classes, you would 
find, if a correct result could be arrived at, 
that only a very small proportion of the sup* 
posed number of 25,000 slaveholders in the 
State would be entitled or disposed to complain 
of the injustice done them by immediate Eman- 
cipation. Concerning them I would say, first, 
that if they are landholders — as, doubtless, 
nine-tenths of them are — they will certainly, 
as a body, and probably in each individual 
case, be far more than compensated for the 
loss upon their slaves, by the increased value 
of their lands, produced by Emancipation ) and 
secondly, if they are not landholders, they will 
be more than compensated by the general flow 
of prosperity, beyond anything previously 
kno^n, which will assuredly result from Mis- 
souri's becoming a free State. 

But even supposing these views untenable, 
and admitting all the injury to the slaveholders 
which is claimed, then I close this branch of 
the discussion with the distinct announcement 
that, in my opinion, in such a dire emergency 
as that now upon us, individual interests, and 
interests of classes, must give way to the gene- 
ral good. Were it in my power, by any act of 
mine, to accomplish immediate Emancipation 
without inconvenience to any single loyal 
slaveholder in our State, I would jojrfolly 
do it ; but I have no such power. My duty 
here is to legislate, not for individoals or 
classes, but for the whole of our people | not 
for the Missouri of to-day merely, but for the 
Missouri that is to be here, perhaps, for ages 
to come I not for the present generation only^ 
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bot for unborn generations that are to fill our 
extended territory in the long future ; not for 
our State alone, but for our whole glorious 
eoantry ; not for the sordid behests of expiring, 
but still grasping, Slarery, but for the benefi- 
cent expansion and perpetuation of an en- 
Dobling and deathless Freedom. 1 endeavor 
to rise to th^ height of the great occasion, and 
with such distant approach to statesmanship 
as I can make, to view the mightj interests 
staked on our action ; and I neither can nor 
will suffer myself to be swerved from the path 
of duty, as its seems plain to me, by an undue 
deference to individuals or classes. In this 
great conflict for the redemption of a State fit 
to be in itself an Empire, private interests 
must be sacrificed, if necessary, to those of the 
Tast agcregate, present and prospective, whose 
tDdnring welfare demands our first care and 
our highest consideration. This is my stan- 
dard of duty, and by it I will stand or fall. 

And now I will close my remarks on this 
particular topic, with a notice of the moral 
aspect of nn appeal against immediate Emanci- 
pation, based on injustice to slaveholders. The 
whole foundation of this allegation of injustice, 
if it has any, is in immediately taking away 
from one man the right to hold another man in 
bondage, and to sell him as a slave, instead of 
taking it away at a distant day. I have no 
comments to make here upon the morality of 
Slavery ; for its sins are infinitely more hein- 
ous in my view, than any intrinsic Immorality 
which maybe attiibuted to it; and they are 
enough for all my purposes now. I therefore 
pass by the moral questions involved in slavery 
itself, to direct your attention to the true char- 
acter of any appeal to you on the score of in- 
justice to slaveholders. You will agree with 
me, that in all the history of the world, no na- 
tion was ever so threatened, assailed, and en- 
dangered by intestine enemies, as this nation 
baa been for more than two years. You will 
agree with me, that it has struggled and is still 
struggling for its life. You will agree with 
me, — perhaps, not all, but most of you,— that 
it is the institution of Slavery, and nothing 
else, that menaces our national existence. You 
will agree with me, — perhaps not all, but most 
of you,— that every drop of blood which has 
boen shed, every life that has been sacrificed, 
every ghastly wound that has been inflicted, 
every widow and orphan that has been made, 
every house that has been desolated, lajrs its 
account, before God and man, at the door of 
Slavery. Yon will agree with me, all of you, 



that Missouri has suffered her full share of 
these dreadful afllicUons; so that were the 
signs of mourning to mark every habitation 
upon which they have fallen, our whole State 
should be draped in black this day. And you 
will sgree with me, — perhaps not unanimously, 
— that as long as Slavery exists here, this tor- 
rent of unheard-of misery is to continue to 
pour upon, us, and that it will cease when 
Slavery ceases with us, and not before. And 
now, in the full light of all this, you will 
probably be appealed to, to stay the emanci- 
pating act for y^ars, perhaps many years, be- 
cause it is unjust to a few thousands of our 
more than a million of people, to deprive them 
suddenly of the right to hold men and women 
as their property, and of the privilege of 
profiting by the continuance among us of that 
institution which is "the cause of all our 
woe P' What is this, in plain terms, but an 
invocation of continued feud, war, rapine, and 
death, rather than that the small part of our 
population who are slaveholders should now, 
instead of years hence, cease to have the right 
to sell the negro as a slave ? Can you make 
aught else of it ? If you can, show it ; if you 
cannot, then agree with me that the spirit of 
Slavery is everywhere the same ; that it is al- 
ways selfish, greedy and remorseless ; that in 
Missouri it is not less so than elsewhere ; and 
that it is as impossible for devotion to Slavery 
and vital generous patriotium to co-exist in the 
same heart, as it is for fire to rest unquenched 
upon the bosom of the great river that laves 
the base of the Capitol in which we sit. 

It will not have escaped notice, that I have 
made no reference to compensation by the 
State to the owners of slaves. On that subject 
my words will be very few. In the first place, 
there is no Constitutional injunction upon this 
body, as there is upon the Legislature, to pro- 
vide such compensation, as a pre-requisite to 
Emancipation ; and there is therefore no Con- 
stitUiional obligation upon us to consider the 
question. In the next place, compensation by 
the State, out of her own resources, is an abso- 
lute impossibility ; and therefore it is useless to 
discuss it It could be got from the people of 
Missouri only by long-continued and most 
grievous taxation, which they would not bear, 
and which I never would, by any act of mine, 
help to impose upon them. Should the na*' 
tion, in pursuance of the resolution adopted by 
the last Congress, hereafter grant money or 
bonds to compensate our few thousand loyal 
slaveholders for doing what patriotism and 
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humanity ought to make them do witiiout com- 
pensation, let them receive the money, if they 
please. Were I a slaveholder, I would scorn 
to touch a dime of it. And there is one other 
contingency in which I would vote compensa- 
tion to loyal slaveholders, and that is, when 
our rehel and traitorous slaveholders, and their 
sympathizing pro-slavery friends, shall, in any 
way they may devise, — ahout which ** no ques- 
tions asked,"— obtain and pay into the State 
Treasury, in " bankable funds" or in " green- 
backs,'^ — gold not required, — a sum sufficient 
to indemnify Missouri for all the ravage, de- 
struction, and misery she has endured through 
their efforts to drag her out of the Union. 
When official information is obtained that 
Slavery has thus balanced its account with 
Missouri, there will be little difficulty about 
compensation. Until that fund is provided — 
which I confess does not seem to me very near 
at band ; or the nation comes to our aid— of 
which I am not very hopeful $ compensation 
is a fantasy, or, in less elegant phrase, a hum- 
bug, and might as well be treated as such, here 
and elsewhere. 

Having thus, gentlemen of the Convention, 
placed before you the views I entertain on 
this most important subject, I invoke you to a 
calm and deliberate consideration of our posi- 
tion as a body in reference to Slavery. Why 
are we called together now? Less than two 
years ago, on the 3d of August, 1861, our pres- 
ent Governor, in a Proclamation to the people 
of Missouri, issued upon his taking the reins 
of the Provisional Government, declared that 
his appointment as Provisional Governor would 
^^ satisfy all, that no countenance would be 
afforded to any scheme, or any conduct calcu- 
lated in any degree to interfere with the insti- 
tution of Slavery existing in the State, and 
that to the very utmost extent of Executive 
power that institution would be protected." 
From any man such language could not be 
misunderstood ; but from a man who, during 
forty years of life as a lawyer, had bent the 
energies of a keen and powerful mind to the 
study of the meaning and use of words, it had, 
to my mind, and I believe to the whole mind 
of Missouri, a most distinct and unmistakable 
import I do not suppose that an intelligent 
man ever read that sentence, who did not re- 
ceive from it the impression that our State Ad- 
ministration had passed into the hands of a 
pro-slavery man, and would be conducted by 
him in the interest of Slavery. On the 13th 
of June, 1862, the same Governor transmitted 



to this body a message suggesting that its 
action in laying on the table an ordinance pro- 
viding for submitting to a vote of the people a 
gradual scheme of Emancipation, after Con- 
gress had, at the suggestion of the President, 
passed a resolution offering national aid to any 
of the slave States that might see proper to 
adopt such a measure, might <' be represented 
as rudely discourteous to the President and 
Congress ;" and that some *^ direct response " 
should be made, as '< an act of courtesy to the 
authorities of our Government, who had made 
a proposition, which, if it ever be carried into, 
effect, would exhibit the greatest liberality." 
In that message tHe Governor intimated to the 
Convention that its members might, before 
their constituents, justify the refusal to allow 
the question of Emancipation to be discussed, 
and the laying of the proposed ordinance on 
the table, by taking the position, that it was 
'^ well warranted in declining to act upon the 
proposition, upon the ground that the people, 
in choosing the Convention, never intended or 
imagined that the body would undertake any 
social revolution wholly unconnected with the 
relations between the State and the General 
Government." And so confident was the Gov- 
ernor in the correctness of this position, that 
he added the significant declaration, that '* no 
person who understands the principles of our 
Government would object to such action, un- 
less it to be one who U willing to disregard all 
principle to accomplish a desired end,'' Ten 
months and two days after that message was 
sent, the same Governor issues a call for this 
Convention to assemble, " to consult and act 
upon the subject of the Emancipation of 
Slaves ;'' declaring it '^ of the highest impor« 
tance to the interest of the State that some 
scheme of Emancipation should be adopted; 
and his message to this body yesterday reiter- 
ates that opinion in emphatic and impressive 
terms. 

I refer to these acts and declarations of the 
Governor, not because I think his change in ■ 
any degree unworthy of his high character and 
position, but for reasons which I will proceed 
to state. In the first place, the people do not 
understand why he should call us together to 
overthrow the institution of Slavery, when he 
had previously declared ''that to the very 
utmost extent of Executive power, that institu- 
tion would be protected." Nor do they under- 
stand why this Convention, nearly nine-tenths 
of whose members were elected two years and 
four months ago — as he considered for other 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



86 



parpo8e»--6hoal<l now be iDvoked to act on 
Emancipation, whUe a proposition is still 
pending before our Legislature— which it to 
re-atsemble in NoFember next— for the election 
of another Convention, which would come 
fresh from the people, and certainly represent 
their views. Nor do they understand why he 
should convene this body, which one year ago 
he declared to have no power over the subject ; 
and which then signalized its opposition to 
Emancipation by relentlessly stifling debate 
upon it, against the entreaties and remonstrant 
ces of its friends, and lajring upon the table, 
by a vote of nearly three to one, a scheme of 
Tery gradual Emancipation. The people do 
not understand these things ; nor do they en« 
tertain much hope of good to Emancipation 
from this body. They fear that its call at this 
time, though peihaps not so intended, may 
result in the practical defeat of Emancipation, 
by the adoption of some scheme so feeble and 
inert as to prolong Slavery in this State, with 
a continuance of the wretchedness it has 
brought upon us, until some distant day, when, 
with rebels, guerrillas, and bushwhackers 
restored to the privilege of the ballot. Eman- 
cipation will be repealed, our State given over 
again to the dominion of Slavery, and anti- 
tlavery men and Union men driven from its 
borders or trampled under foot. I do not say 
that this was the purpose, or even in the mind, 
of the Executive in convening us now, but that 
the great mass of our loyal people fear tliat 
such may be the result of our assembling. 
And as one of the few in this body who 
represent the latest expression of a part of our 
people directly upon the all-engrossing topic of 
Emancipation, I ask this Convention to be 
cautious how it gives, by its action, any con- 
firmation of the popular belief and fears to 
which I have referred. The people are in no 
mood to be trifled with In this matter. They 
have their eyes upon us, and they will not take 
them off*. They know what Emancipation 
m^ans, and they likewise know what bt^piu 
Emancipation means. They know that the 
former ^11 bring them relief from the incal- 
culable sufferings they have endured through 
two nightmare years ; and that the latter will 
but prolong those sufferings. And now, not in 
the spirit of bravado or menace, but to say with 
all plainness of speech what the circumstances 
teem to me to require, I say that whoever here 
misrepresents the will of his constituents on 
this subject, is as certainly a doomed man with 
them as he is doomed some time to die 1 To 



those original members who represent districts 
that have recently filled vacancies by electing 
immediate Emancipationists, this matter seems 
to me to commend itself in a very special man- 
ner. I know well that they do not stand or 
fall by my judgment, but by the judgment of 
their constituents | and that will be a judgment 
of approval or condemnation, just as their last 
expressed will is obeyed or contemned. Let 
him beware of the future who contemns it 1 

Another object I had in view in referring to 
those acts and declarations of the Governor, 
was to point you to the significance of liis 
complete and auspicious change of mind in 
regard to Emancipation. Do you not see that 
he moves with public opinion against Slavery ? 
Do you not see the hand-writing on the wall ? 
If not, 1 pray you to open your eyes to it, and 
read the doom of Slavery in Missouri, written 
by her loyal people, in characters never to be 
effaced. Read it in the changed views and 
action of the Executive | in the results of 
recent elections to fill vacancies in this body ; 
in the primary sssemblles of the people ; in the 
tone of the public press, with few exceptions, 
throughout our State ; in the sudden and pre- 
cipitate abandonment of Slavery's defence by 
obstinate pro-slavery men in every quarter $ in 
every form and phase in which the stem and 
steady resolve that Slavery shall cease to exist 
on our soil, and that right early, can make 
itself known. Vou cannot protect it, you can- 
not prop it up, you cannot defend it. Its 
prestige is gone; it has lost its power | it is in 
disgrace. It stands at the bar of public opinion 
in Missouri condemned by its fruits, hopelessly 
and without possibility of appeal. It has ever 
been a clog upon our advance and prosperity. 
It has allied us to the insurrectionary States. 
It has made our territory the field of civil war. 
It keeps up the domestic strife now desolating 
our State, when the rebel armies are at a hope- 
less distance. It fills our woods with robbing 
and murdering hordes, who are fed, clothed 
and sheltered, warned of approaching danger, 
and guided to pillage and blood, by the neigh- 
bors of their victims. It transforms our men 
and, God forgive them ! our women, too, into 
implacable enemies of Union men, into treach- 
erous betrayers of their former friends, into 
spies and informers, into purveyors of revenge, 
rapine, and assassination. Against this com- 
mon enemy, all classes of our people make 
common cause. Every great interest in our 
State wars upon it. Farmers, mechanics, 
merchants, manufacturers^ professional men, 
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fpecnlatora, Und owners, tteamboatmen, rail- 
road men, and mnltitudefl of slave-holdera, all 
combind to attack it. Reason is against it; 
evidence is against it ; experience is against it. 
The past condemns it ; the future rejects it ; the 
present deals it deadly blows. The people are 
marching over it. Politicians abandon it, as 
rats a falling house. It is, in fact, dead 1 We 
are here to burj it They who cling to it cling 
to a corpse, and will be buried with it No 
man who upholds it now will be trusted by the 
people, except perhaps in a few spots of our 
State^ from this time forward. You cannot 
save it) but you may lose yourself in the effort. 
When the wrecked vessel goes down, it is they 
who cling to it to the last that go down with it. 

AN ORBINANOB TO PROYIDl FOB GBRTAIN 
AMSNDMMNTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND FOB 
THB XUANOIPATION OV BLATEa. 

Be it ordained by the People af the State 

of Missouri in Convention assembled, as 

follows : 

Section 1. The first dnd seoond clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, or as hereinafter provided, 
are abolished, and all slaves on that day 
within this State are hereby declared to be 
free : provided, however , that they and their 
issue thereafter born shall thereupon be and 
become indentured apprentices to their for- 
mer owners, their assigns or representatives, 
and as such held to service and labor from 
that date until the fourth day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, and no 
longer. 

Sec. 3. No apprentice of the class pro- 
vided for in this ordinance shall be removed 
from this State during the term of his or 
her apprenticeship ; and it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, without delay, to 
pass laws withi appropriate penalties to pre- 
vent the same. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature, without delay, to pass laws : To 
geoure the humane and proper treatment of 
said apprentices by their masters and mis- 
tresses respoctivelj ; to secure the return 



to service of any such apprentice who shall 
abscond or depart from the servioe of his 
or her master or mistress ; for the punish- 
ment by fine or by imprisonment, or both, 
of every person who shall counsel, persuade, 
entice, or assist, any such apprentice to 
run away or absent himself or herself from 
the service of his or her master or mistress j 
and of every person who shall entertain, 
harbor, or conceal, any such apprentice, 
knowing him or her to be a runaway, or to 
have absented himself or herself, without 
leave, from th^ service of his or her master 
or mistress ; to provide for the creation of 
a fund by taxation or otherwise, and for 
the proper distribution and application there- 
of, for the support of all free blacks who shall 
become free under the operation of this 
ordinance, and who by reason of extreme 
youth or ago, sickness, insanity, idiocy, or 
other cause, are unable to maintain them- 
selves. 

Sec. 5. The right to the services of any 
such apprentice may be relinquished by his 
or her master or mistress, by deed duly ac- 
knowledged and recorded in the office of the 
recorder of deeds of the county in which the 
grantor resides, and thereupon the said 
apprentice shall be free from all claim of 
service. 

Sec. 6. No future assessment of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assessed against such proper- 
ty shall not be collected, nor shall the 
right to the service of apprentices under 
this ordinance be held for any purpose to 
bo the subject of taxation. 

Sec. 7. Section one, section two, and 
section three of this ordinance shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the 
first day of January, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-foot ; sections four, five, 
and six, shall take effect and be in force 
from and after their passage. 

The above ordinance having been read by 
the Clerk, Mr. Brbckikbidgb spoke as fol- 
lows: 

I had intended, Mr. President; if opportunity 
permitted, to aocontpany the introduction of the 
ordinance which I had the honor to anbrnit last 
evening, with a statementof the reasons which 
had brought me to think it my duty to prepare 
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and ofl^ it. I may be the more readily ex- 
cosed for asking the Indulgence of the Conyen- 
tion while I now present, as briefly as possible, 
my riews on this momentous question, since 
this proposition differs very widely from the 
one which I had the honor to introduce at our 
last session, and I desire to explain the reasons 
which induce this change of policy. I may be 
excused for adding that I wish now to do this 
for the additional reason that I do not concur 
in many of thcTiews expressed by my colleague 
(Mr. Drake), and it is, perhaps, just to myself 
to present somewhat fhlly the arguments which 
I think should commend the plan I hare sub- 
mitted to this body. 

During the eyentlHil period which Iks elapsed 
since this Ck>nTention first assembled, it has had 
great dvties to perfbrm, and has been required 
to bear most weighty responsibilities. In the 
midst of the first angry mutterings of the storm 
which has since burst so fiercely on us, it was 
our proTince to declare the loyalty of our con- 
stituents ; and while our deliyerances then were 
not so positire, nor so enthusiastic in expres- 
sion of dcTotion to the Union, nor their tone so 
defiant of treason as wo may wish they had 
been, still we may, with satisfaction, point to 
them in proof that the duty of that hour was 
performed by the unequiYocal avowal of our 
purpose to abide by and sustain the Goyemment 
of our fiithers against our traitorous brethren. 
Later, as the bloody drama of rebellion was 
opened to our sight, we were assembled to ex- 
ecute the will of an indignant people by expel- 
ling ft-om power the faithless ^rrants wh» 
fought to drive us into treason — to lay again 
the foundations of (^oremment, to bring order 
out of chaos, and to express, in the most solemn 
form, the fixed purpose of our people to be 
fitithfal to duty, our country, and God. 

Twice again convened to complete and per- 
fect the work we had commenced, it is reason 
Ibr infinite gratitude that our records are un- 
stained by any utterance of disloyalty ; that, 
by vote and act, we have constantly condemned 
treason, and have always expressed a true and 
loyal purpose. 

It is not a little remarkable that, from the be- 
ginning, notwiUistanding the wild tumult which 
has raged, and the abounding influences which 
have operated to distract, distort and pervert 
the minds of men, we have not cmly enjoyed 
tiie cordial support and approbation of the great 
body of our loyal people, but have had, in ad- 
vance of our most important action, dear indi^ 
eationa of the course tbey <kemed necessary. 



and which we have actually adopted, all the 
more striking when we remember that for that 
action there were no precedents, and that no 
State or people had experience which might 
serve as guide or example in that day of triaL 

And now, assembled onoe more under dr- 
cnmstanoes hardly less trying in some respects 
than those which have attended former sessions, 
and confronted with questions of but little lest 
magnitude than we have already encountered, 
it is a source of infinite satisfaction to me to 
feel that we know in advance the wishes of our 
loyal constituents, and have abundant evidence 
of their will that we should relieve the com* 
monwealth, by some just and speedy method, 
of the burden of slavery. If we are worthy of 
the great trust committed to us ,* if we are fkith* 
f ul to those whose destinies so largely depend 
on the proper solution of this great question ; If 
we are competent for the discharge of these ex* 
alted duties, we may prove the instruments 
chosen of Providence to work out great and last* 
ing benefits for a noble people who have borne 
great evils and sufibred many sorrows. If we 
fall below our duty ; if we are blind to all the 
signs which so plainly indicate the path we 
should tread, if we &il to appreciate the de* 
mands of the times, and to comprehend the ne* 
oessities of the State, we shall furnish one more 
sad instance of that folly which so often char- 
acterizes human conduct, and prove ^atwe 
are unworthy to represent a great people. We 
may refuse to do our duty, and thus predous 
opportunities will be lost, and evUs, great al- 
ready, will be sorely magnified ; but while we 
shall justly incur the condemnation of unprofit* 
able servants, "enlargement and deliverance 
will surely come from another place." I will 
not anticipate so poor a result of our delibera- 
tions. I will not believe that a body whose re- 
corded action proves so much wisdom will fidl 
to give this crowning evidence of its sagadty, 
courage and fidelity to those for whom it is 
called to act. 

The call under which we are assembled truly 
asserts that '* it is of the highest importance to 
the interests of the State that some scheme of 
emandpation should be adopted." The knowl- 
edge and experience of every one oi us deariy 
demonstrate the truth of this announcement, 
and the almost unanimous voice of our loyal 
peof^ confirms it Our geograi^cal position, 
with twelve hundred miles of ii^e-soil bound* 
ary, proves it. Ourdimate, soil, productions, 
population, are each unanswerable arguments 
fbrit. The terrible eflEbcts of dvilwar> resist* 
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ing directly or indirecdy from slaverj, and Id- 
evitably dettructiTe of it, havo stimulated into 
wonderful energy the influences which produce 
emancipation, and the interests of that yerj 
class to which the slaTes belong, and which is 
most immediately concerned, imperatively de- 
mand it. We enjoy the singular good fortune 
of being called to record a decree which the re- 
bellion has pre-ordained, and which is of itself 
fruitM of the greatest benefits to us. The best 
and fiurest portions of the State, ravaged and 
almost depopulated, plead for emancipation, 
which will invite and insure such immigration 
as we have not known in the days of our great- 
est prosperity. Agriculture, abandoned and 
perishing for lack of labor, points to it as the 
door through which alone relief to it can enter. 
The rich earth, teeming with mineral wealth, 
which has " come to the birth and there is not 
strength to bring forth ; " and manufactures, 
languishing for lack of energy and enterprise, 
cry aloud for succor from it ; and emancipation, 
supplying both, will reap in these rich fields the 
wonderful harvest of wealth and power they 
will generously yield. Debts, under which we 
groan and are helpless, will melt away under 
the rapid increase of the resources it will in- 
sure. Capital, so long repelled, invited by it, 
wi^ accompany and compensate it, and replen- 
ish and revive our exhausted commerce. " The 
dead corpse of the public credit," already revi- 
ved by the mere promise of it, will stand erect 
again, clothed with new life and vigor. Civil 
war, with all its horrid train of blood, and vio- 
lence, and desolation, will fiy before it. Trea- 
son, nourishing some secret, lingering hope 
that this noble State may, in some possible con- 
tingency, &11 into its foul embrace, will, when 
emancipation is decreed, relinquish all hope of 
accomplishing its base design, and turn abashed 
fh>m a people whose heroic loyalty is equal to 
any sacrifice its preservation may demand, and 
who have registered in Heaven a vow that their 
destiny shall be unalterably in the Union. 

It should be a source of extreme satisfaction 
to us, that while so many considerations unite 
to demonstrate the wisdom and necessity of 
this action, there are really none which militate 
against it; or can induce a doubt of our duty. 
What benefits has slavery conferred upon us, 
that we should hesitate by just means to erad- 
icate it? Great as our prosperity has been in 
former years, who doubts that slavery has di- 
minished it ? Rapid as has been our progress 
hi wealth, population and power, who will deny 
that slavery has retarded it? Who will say 



that Missouri, thus encumbered, springing in 
1860 to its place as the eighth State in popula- 
tion, might not, without slavery, have reached 
a much more advanced position amongher more 
powerful sisters ? 

For many years the conviction has silently 
but steadily gained ground among our people, 
that, even in the natural and peaceful order of 
things, slavery must soon disappear fh>m Mis- 
souri, and it has only needed some good oppor- 
tunity to stimulate this conviction into action. 
Now, by the singnlar ordering of Providence, 
it so happens that those who professed to be its 
peculiar firiends, and who desired to secure its 
permanency, have, in their blind and wicked 
zeal, inaugurated a strife which deals to their 
idol its death blow, and insures its removal ih)m 
among us by methods much more speedy and 
thorough than would have been possible, or 
perhaps desirable, under any other circumstan- 
ces. If any deplore the fact, or the necessi^ 
of emancipation, let them arraign those without 
whose agency it would most probably have 
been deferred still longer. It is not the first in- 
stance in human history in which the weakness, 
the perversity, the unbridled passion, and the 
wickedness of man, have been used by God as 
instrumentalities with which to work out great 
and good results, far difierent from tJiose which 
were designed. 

It is no part, however, of my purpose to dwell 
upon the question as to whether emancipation 
is necessary or desirable for us. Whatever 
may have been the general opinion twelve 
months ago, I think I may safely say that it is 
the very nearly unanimous opinion now that it 
is a necessity. By whatever methods reached, 
influenced no doubt by widely-varying consid- 
erations, this is the conclusion in which nearly 
all men are agreed ; and if it be true that the 
members of this body do not share it, then I 
am bold to say that, by no possible means, can 
the same number of intelligent men be gather- 
ed from the same localities who will not be 
found widely differing from them. Before it 
would 'be possible for me to arrive at such a 
conclusion as to this body, I should be com* 
polled to beUeve it deaf to the voice of the peo- 
ple, blind to the unmistakable signs of the 
times, and criminally careless of the welfare of 
those whose interests are committed to it. Nor 
is this conviction confined to those — ^the over^ 
whelming masses of our people— who own no 
slaves, and who, having no direct pecuniary in- 
terest in the question, might be supposed to be 
more ready to reach such conclusions ; but it is 
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entertained by the sUveholden at well, among 
whom, justice requires it to be said there are 
many as truly loyal and as nobly self-sacrificing 
citizens as can anywhere be found. So, then, 
air, I shall assume, in the remainder of this dis- 
cussion, that the masses of our people recognize 
emancipation as a necessity, desire it, and are 
prepared for it 

One other preliminary question remains to 
be disposed of: the question as to the power of 
tills body to deal with this sutigect at all. In 
the discussion of the same question on this 
floor, one year ago, I took occasion to allude to 
this tc^ic, and I may therefore now content 
myself with rery brief notice of it. This pow- 
er is of course denied by those of our peofde 
who still cling to the monstrous doctrines of se- 
cession, whose sympathies are with treason, 
and who have constantly denied our power to 
do whaterer has been done to save the State 
from ruin. With objectors of this class I have 
no argument, and I assume that this body will 
not hesitate to act by reason of doubts suggested 
lirom such quarters. For them, the argument 
of compulsion is the only one that has been left 
tiiese many m<mths. j 

But among our loyal people there are some j 
(how many we hare no means of knowing, 
tiiough I think the number small) who doubt 
or deny our power ; and when such doubts are 
honestly entertained, it is proper that a respect- 
ful efibrt should be made to remove them. 
I think, however, I do not err in saying that if 
this body will wisely deal with this question, 
sndi doubts will be gladly yielded, since, very 
possibly, they owe their origin, in large part, 
to the fear that its action will not be adapted to 
the actual state of aflbirs, nor consistent with 
the will of the loyal people of the State. As to 
the simple question of the legal competency of 
this body to act, I must say that I think no one 
who carefhlly examines it in the light of author- 
i^, with a Ml knowledge of precedents, un- 
biased by prejudice, can haye any lingering 
doubt. Is it not enough to appeal to the broad 
language of the act under which we were elect- 
ed and assemUed, and to our own unquestioned 
action on sutgects the most important, as to the 
power to do which, while the letter of the law 
which convened us is silent, no loyal man 
doubted that its dear intent gave us the ftdlest 
warrant? Is nothing due to the fkct that, in 
eases where precisely the same degree of power 
was exercised, our past actions have met with 
universal approbation from loyal men? If 
more be necessary, I may appeal to the over- 



whelming proof of the power of the people thus 
assembled to deal with any question in a man- 
ner not at variance with the supreme law, as 
found in the Constitution of the United States. 
And if it be held that we need the direct war- 
rant of the people to give vitality to our action, 
by reason of the lapse of time since our election, 
and the &ct that the question of emancipation 
was not then at issue, do we find no such au- 
thority in the fact tliat the Legislature last elect- 
ed was chosen to deal with this very subject, 
and numbers among its members a large ma- 
jori^ of both branches, pledged to emandpa* 
tion, and by the people instructed to support it? 
Still fiurther, we may ask, is it of no weight 
that the Legislature did indicate its desire, and 
thus dearly the desire of the people, that this 
body should be convened to take action on this 
suliy ect ? In proof of this I refer to the journal 
of the Senate, where, on page 457, it appears 
that the following joint resolution was adopted 
on the 18th of last March, by ayes 17, noes 15 : 

" Reaolved, by the Senate, the House of Rep- 
resentatives concurring therein. That the Qov- 
emor of Missouri be, and he is hereby requested, 
to call the Convention together at an early pe- 
riod for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the subject of the gradual emancipation of 
African slavery in the State of Missouri." 

And to the same journal, p. 468, from which 
it appears that an act was passed, by ayes 17, 
noes 14, on the same day, entitled ** An act to 
provide for calling a State Convention to take 
into consideration the subject of emandpation 
of slavery in the State of Missouri," which pro- 
vides fbr the election of a new Convention, on 
condition, however, that this body, being again 
assembled, should fail to provide, prior to the 
first day of July, 1868, for the full and final 
emandpation of slaves by the year 1900. It is 
true tliat neither the resolution I have mention- 
ed, nor the act, passed the House of Bepresen- 
tives ; but it will be found by reference to the 
House journal, on pages 602 and 608, that the 
act alluded to failed to be taken up out of its or- 
der (a two-thirds vote being necessary for that 
purpose) on two separate occasions, March the 
20th and 21st, by but a single vote, the vote 
being on the first, ayes 71, noes 86, and on the 
last, ayes 69, noes 85. No doubt there is room 
for argument here, that if it had been taken up 
it would have been essentially modified, and I 
have reason to believe it would have been 
amended at least in respect to the date fixed for 
the final extinguishment of slavery. But I im- 
agine that no one fiuniliar with pariiamentaiy 
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usage win doubt from these indicationt, that, 
on whatever conditions, it was still shown to be 
the desire of both branches of the Legislature 
that this body, being again convened, should 
once more have opportunity to take action on 
this subject. * 

Again, assuming it to be the will of the peo- 
ple clearly expressed, that emancipation shall 
be decreed, and seeing that the Legislature, 
chosen on that very issue, was powerless to act, 
in great part because of constitutional limita- 
tions, and of the failure of Congress to provide 
for compensation, is there not manifest propriety 
in action by the only body now in existence 
armed with power to amend and alter the Con- 
stitution ? 

Those who, while favoring emancipation, still 
oppose its inauguration by this body, should 
remember also that, whatever its decision shall 
be, the power still remains in the Legislature 
to call another Convention, and that thus, while 
by our action much may be gained, nothing 
can be lost I should add the expressicm of my 
earnest hope, and of my growing confidence, 
that this body will so act, promptly, wisely, 
and with Aill appreciation of the necessities of 
the hour, that it will once more be hailed as 
the deliverer of the people, and that the masses 
of our loyal constituents will applaud its con- 
clusions, and will cordially sustain, approve 
and accept them as flnaL 

Assuming, then, that it is competent for us to 
act on this question ; that it is expedient ; that 
the people, whose servants we are, expect and 
desire that we should do so ; and that a minority 
of this body acquiesce in the opinion that eman- 
cipation must, by some means, be accomplished, 
I ask your indulgence while I proceed to dis- 
cuss the only matter really left for us to con- 
sider— ^he method and the details by which 
this change is to be effected. 

On* such a topic, it is, of course, to be ex- 
pected, as in all matters of so much magnitude, 
concerning interests so large, and so prolific of 
division, excitement, and contention, and in- 
volving so many -problems, social, political and 
economical, the most difficult of solution, that 
the widest diversity of opinion will exist, and 
it is almost certain, however wise the body 
which deals with it, that the particular method 
adopted will not be accepted by any one as ab- 
solutely the best that could have been selected. 
And it must be remembered that as the result 
of the mighty conflict in which we are engaged, 
and the startling events and momentous issues 
almost daily developed by its progress, new 



impressions are constantly received, new medi- 
ods indicated, and the minds of men changed 
and their opinions modified, frequently sad 
radically, out of all proportion to the changes 
which in ordinary and peaceful times occur. 
We are all conscious of this, and all constantly 
exhibit it, and it is not only natural but neces- 
sary and right that it should be so. Still fa- 
ther, let it be remembered, that when once it 
has been determined that emancipation is n^ 
cessary and just, and when the particular 
method by whidi it shall be secured is to be 
determined, whether it shall be more or less 
gradual, Immediate or deferred — whether with 
or without compensation — whether accompli 
nied with removal of the negro or not — wheth- 
er it shall apply to those slaves in being or 
only to the after-born — whether with or witfa» 
out any of the innumerable conditions wliich 
suggest themselves to those who carefully con- 
sider it, all these questions, in difierent de- 
grees, of course, are stiU much more matters 
of expediency than of principle ; and that while 
he who proposes to reach the desired end by 
means wliich disregard right and law and con* 
stitutions, and the tranquillity and good order 
of society, is worthy of all condemnation, any 
view of the matter which is confined within 
these limits is worthy of fair and candid con- 
sideration, without such prejudice as is apt to 
be engendered by these discussions. 

But little more than a year ago I had the 
honor to submit to this body the draft of an 
ordinance providing for a scheme of gradual 
emancipation, and to urge the adoption oi that 
or some kindred plan ; and I think now, as I 
thought then, that it committed a grave error, 
full of evil consequences, in rejecting that plaa, 
and ref\ising to take any action, or even tohesr 
discussion, on the subject For wliile, in the 
extremely gradual nature of its provisions, it 
WTis far below what no doubt many of our citi- 
zens then desired, and while it was purposely 
framed by me to conciliate the support of those 
who held the most conservative views, going 
in the liberality of its features beyond what I 
myself considered necessary ,~I then though^ 
and I now believe, tiiat its adoption would 
have secured the desired end; would have 
freed the State from slavery long before the 
date by which, according to ite terms, it was 
proposed to limit it j would have secured ni 
against farther strife and agitation on this sob* 
ject ; would have prevented most of the wrong 
and violence and strifb which since that thne 
have, in some quarters, so disturbed the Stat^ 
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and would hare been a snfficient evidence of 
oar fixed purpose to make Missouri free to in- 
Tite hither population and capital from the free 
States. But the months which have elapsed 
since then have wrought mighty changes in 
the popular mind on this subject, and it is now 
pressed upon us in a manner widely differing 
from that it then presented, and I shall allow 
no foolish pride of self-consistency to deter me 
from avowing the conviction, as my duty re- 
quires, that no such pUn will meet the present 
exigency. He who is worthy to share great 
responsibilities cannot permit any weak desire 
to demonstrate his superior wisdom to prevent 
inch apparent changes of policy, made neces- 
sary by total changes of the condition of public 
affiurs, as will secure to those whose interests 
are committed, in part, to him, the best attain- 
able result I am free to say that if this ques- 
tion of emancipation were to be disposed of in 
a time of peace, with no consideration pressing 
for its solution, except the undoubted benefit 
which would result from it, and with no influ- 
ences sternly limiting the choice of methods, I 
should prefer some plan, the main features of 
▼hich should be similar to that proposed by 
me at our last session, because, sustained by 
the wisdom of our political fathers, the sages 
of past generations, and tested, with the best 
resolts, by other States ; because by its provis- 
ions it contemplated a change gradual enough 
to give absolute security against evil results, 
and so carefully guarded against the least in- 
fringement of private right as to prevent any 
possible complaint of irgustice. But, I repeat, 
no such plan will now suffice ; and who shall 
lay but that it was the will of Heaven, by per- 
mitting the blindness which then caused its 
njection, to guard us against evils, which, 
though unforeseen, might have resulted from 
it, and to secure to us still greater advantages 
from a method now to be adopted more speedy 
and efficacious. The skillful statesman ad^ts 
his measures to the present demands, and 
spends no time in unavailing regrets that oth- 
ers, which he perhaps prefers, are unsuited to 
the case ; and he who forces on an unwilling 
people, or provides for those who confides in his 
wisdom, remedies inadequate to cure the pub- 
lic disorder, because unwilling to modify his 
prescriptions according to the varying symp 
toms of the times, proclaims his own unfitness, 
and aggravates, not allays, the malady he is 
charged to heal. 

We will not, if we are wise, insist on accom- 
pliriiing results, blindly adhering to our own 
8 



preconceived opinions and prcijudices, and wii- 
fully disregarding the conditions imposed on 
us by the actual posture of affairs, the demands 
of our people and our own power. What, then, 
are these conditions which limit and control 
our action ? They seem to me to bo these : 
The process adopted must be speedy in its operation 
and in its final effect. — It must apply as well to slaves 
now in being as to the after-bom. — It must beftramed 
without any such reliance on compensation, to be di" 
reedy paid to the owners, cu will make it dependent 
on compensation for its complete accomplishment.^-' 
It cannot provide fin" the removal of the black race^ 
however it may be possible to secure that end, if it be 
deemed necessary or desirable, by future legislation. 
It must be speedy. A large and increasing 
portion of our population — in the judgment of 
some persons, a very rapidly increasing portion 
— already desire that emancipation should be 
immediate and unconditional ; and while I do 
not agree with much that is said in advocacy 
of these views, nor at all in the conclusions 
reached, still they are shared by many of our 
most worthy people, and some considerations 
are urged in their support which, though not 
sufficient in my judgment to warrant their adop- 
tion, should not be excluded, and cannot be by 
those who wish to take a broad and compre- 
hensive view of the whole question. What 
proportion of our people hold those opinions 
we have no means of ascertaining, but it is a 
significant fact that of the eleven members 
elected to fill vacancies created by death, resig* 
nation and expulsion, it is understood that but 
two are opposed to emancipation, while, with 
one or two exceptions, it is understood all the 
others are committed to the speediest attaina* 
ble method, and these gentlemen have been 
chosen not from one section of the State alone, 
but from every quarter of it, except the ex- 
treme northeast. It is undoubtedly true that 
these elections being exceptional, not general, 
and many of them held in regions where great 
disturbance and disquiet have prevailed, have 
probably been decided by a small proportion 
of the actual voters ; still the fact remains of 
their election, and no one will deny it some 
weight as an indication of popular feeling. As- 
suredly we should adopt no policy uojust in 
itself, nor likely to be ii^urious in its effects, 
because, under circumstances well calculated 
to stimulate the growth of extreme opinions, 
such a policy has secured a large support. The 
highest duty sometimes requires the public 
servant, far ftom yielding to mere clamor, to 
stem the tide of prejudice and passion, and tp 
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risk aH in the eilbrt to rettrain tiie growtii and 
effect of erroneona opinions ; and as it is a high 
and difficult duty, inyolring often much cour- 
age and self-sacrifice, so it is often nobly re- 
warded. Assuredly, on the other hand, wisdom, 
profiting by the experience of the past year, 
will admit the necessity of modifying our action 
on this snbject, as fkr as justice and sound 
statesmanship will permit, so as to coincide 
with the TiewB of tiie body of our people, and 
to secure the widest possible acquiescence on 
tiieir part What has been the loss in actual 
wealth to our people and the State firom the 
continued reign of strife and agitation, and the 
ikilure of action on this subject one year ago ? 
What will be the efiect, not only on the slave 
interest, but all others to whose safety and 
prosperity, peace, quiet, the prevalence of 
order and the supremacy of law are essential, 
of the continuance, in a form tending constantly 
to aggravate itself, of the state of things con- 
nected with slavery which has existed among 
US during thfe last twelve or eighteen months ? 
I risk little, I think, in saying, that immediate 
unconditional emancipation, much as I depre- 
cate it, if the result of law and ordinance so 
decreeing, and if producing all die evils those 
most opposed to it predict, would be vastly pref- 
erable to the methods of self-emancipation, 
and emancipation by theft and violence, in 
disregard of all law and of all right, which 
have prevailed so widely in many regions of 
this State for many months. For there are in- 
juries to a people far greater than the loss of 
wealth or labor, and more to be deprecated 
Hian the possiole derangement of society and 
the evils likely to flow fk-om the too sudden lib- 
eration of an enslaved race, great as these un- 
doubtedly are ; and among them I know no 
greater oUamity than the loss of that habitual 
obedience to law, that perfi^t observance of all 
Civil obligations, that hatred of anarchy in 
every form, which has heretofore been soiBtrik- 
ing a characteristic of all our population. 

According to the United States census of 
1800, there were in Missouri at the date of the 
enumeration 114,981 slaves, and according to 
the State census of the same year there were 
112,082, showing the substantial accuracy of 
tbe fbrmer, to which therefore I shall refer in 
what I have to say on the subject. It is very 
difficult to ascertain with any degree of accu- 
tmcy the number of slaves now in tiiis State, 
for not only have die causes which have opera- 
ted so powerfhlly to diminish their number 
acted unequally in ^Bfferent farts of the State, 



but in those quarters where the effect has been 
most maiked the very causes which have pro- 
duced the diange have prevented the ordinary 
and regular assessments, whidi, tliough never, 
perhaps, very accurate, furnish the best means 
we have of ascertaining from year to year tiie 
actual number of slaves ; as, for instance, the 
counties on the western border, and partica- 
larly Jackson county, where, in 1860, there 
were 8,944 slaves, and where now, according 
to the best information I can obtain, the highest 
estimate, in the absence of any actual enume- 
ration, places the number as almost certainly 
below 600. Another difficulty, of course, where 
estimates must be relied on, is the readfaiets 
with which even those who are most dispas- 
sionate, unconsciously allow their opinions on 
this question to modify and distort, in one di- 
rection or the other, their judgment as to mat- 
ters purely of fact. And again, as another ele- 
ment which impairs the accuracy of all our 
estimates, there has been a tendency to remove 
slaves from diose regions which are most ex- 
posed to those interior counties which are sup- 
posed to afibrd greater security, so that the 
loss of slaves in such localities has been equal- 
ized, if not in some instances more tlian com- 
pensated, by this immigration ; as, fbr instance, 
in the county of Howard, where, so fkr as I 
can ascertain, the number of slaves has not de- 
creased, but is possibly somewhat greater than 
in 1860. 

I have taken great pains, however, by cor- 
respondence and otherwise, to satisfy myself 
as to the number of slaves now in the State, 
and relying on the kindness of fHends, who 
have been good enough to famish me the re- 
sults of assessments where they have been 
had, and of the best estimates I could secure 
from those most competent to judge, I arrive 
at the conclusion that there are now in the 
State not more than 75,000 slaves. Probably, 
in view of the fkct that, where I have received 
various estimates as to the same county, I have 
preferred the highest, and also that these esti- 
mates were made about the middle of May, 
since which time die same processes which 
have produced this great reduction have con- 
tinued with undiminished fbrce, and making full 
allowance for whatever natural increase there 
may have been by births, it will be safe to fix 
the number at 70,000. 

Certainly the loss of from 40,000 to 46,000 
slaves in the course of two years and a hM, 
making the most liberal deduction for those 
removed to other slave States in anticipati<« 
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of trouble and siooe tlie coannenoemeiit of the 
rebeUioB, u a fact which demands attention 
and reqmrea the application of some remedy. 
It is not to be fi^otten that much the largest 
number of siaves tlms removed are certainly 
those of both sexes, but probably more males 
ttian finnales, who, by youth, health and rigor, 
are in er&j way the most yalnable. I hare 
learned from official soorces that the number 
of male shires between the ages of eighteen 
snd ftnty-fire in this State in 1860 was 20,249. 
The number of the females of the same class 
will rary but little, so that the whole number 
(fi bo& sexes between those ages may be set 
down at40,496. This is the class which, being 
the most raluaUe, has been remoyed farther 
South, while that was possible, and being the 
most intelligent and aotiye, has escaped from 
darerj. Now, let it be candidly answered by 
tiiose who desire to perpetuate slavery as long 
is practicable, as well as those who prefer a 
very gradual system, which will be more like- 
ly to check or restrain this rapid exodus^ — which, 
while it insures the removal of the negro, in- 
volvea so great loss and injury to other inter- 
ests — a speedy or a gradual plan ? It is under 
flie promise of a gradual system tiiat this de* 
pletioii has occurred, is occurring. Let it be 
borne in mind, too, that the slaves themselves, 
—among whom the universal knowledge exists, 
Aat here, as elsewhere, the question of their 
freedom is agitated, — are much more likely, 
Buppoetng the desire for freedom to exist among 
them at all, and to be stimulated in any degree 
by an that has occurred of late, to rest satisfied 
sad so to remain at home, if assured that they 
may expect early emancipation, than tf they 
learn a plaii has been adopted by which at some 
ranote date their posterity may expect free- 
dom, from which they are either absolutely 
exdnded, or can only hope to profit after long 
yean of service and after attaining extreme 
old age. This is an element not much con- 
sidered, but worOiy, as it seems to me^ of very 
c awAd thought. 

I am well sware that those who ihvor a 
ipecdy system are met by the argument, which 
is tfaonght by some to apply with almost equal 
ftffoe to one more gradual, that the vested 
pnperty rights of owners are violated by it, ex- 
cept wh«n compensation is provided or indi- 
Tjdiial consent obtidned. I confess, sir, that 
I think there may be very grave doubts wheth- 
er there ie or ean be any violation of vested 
i!ght» ^ropeffly so styled, by tfie adoption of a 
which emaaeipatee without compensa- 



tion the issue of slaves to be bora hereafter. 
It is by no means dear that I have any such 
vested property right in the possible future is- 
sue of my female slave, as would, in any casCt 
require my consent to action which would se- 
cure it freedom upon the contingency of its 
birtii. But without wasting time in niceties of 
discussion, and admitting, for the sake of argu^ 
ment^ the vested right, not only as it clearly 
exists in those now in 6bm, but also in the after> 
bom, there is one method of meeting sudi ar* 
guraents that seems to me unanswerable. The 
safety of the State demands it; the welfare 
of the whole people requires it. Shall tiia 
conflagration rage to the ruin of tiie city, be* 
cause some nice question of vested right pre* 
vents the destruction of a few structures whose 
value is as nothing compared to all? Shaft 
the noble vessel fomider rather than commit to 
the waves so much of her cargo as will relieve 
her, not oaring who the owner may be, nor 
what the nature of his title ? Shall the mortt* 
fying limb be spared, or the patlenf s lif^ be 
saved? 

If compensatioB be possible, let it be frilly 
provided, and let all possible sacrifices be made 
to that end ; but let it be remembered that the 
whole number of slaveholders in tiie State 'm 
1860 was but 24,682— that is, less than one hi 
48 of our whole white population (how much 
diminished by the loss of slaves, tt it not pos- 
sible to 8ay)~«nd I ask, shaU all the interesli 
of the immense remainder, 1,088,869, be sacri« 
fioed to this one interest of this forty-third part 
of our popuhitlon ? Certainly such arguments 
may be pressed too far and may become Ae 
ready instrummts of gross iigustke, wrong 
and outrage; but certainly also, when the 
case for their application is made, no one can 
safely dispute their propriety. It is for us to 
determine, in dealing with thin great question, 
whether the case is made. If so, we need have 
no hetitation as to our duty. 

Nor do I antidpate any serious opposition 
from the loyal slaveholders, but rather th^ir 
cheerful and cordial acquiescence in tny settle- 
ment of ^is questi<m which may be deemed ne- 
cessary to the restoration of peace and the remo- 
val of this cause of strife, contention and trou- 
ble ; and it is to me a source of great satisfiftc- 
tion to be assured, though it may be impossible 
to provide direct compensation fer the loss of 
the property involved in emandpation, that 
with it there win inevitably come a hurge, in- 
deed an ample, indirect compensation. The 
experience of other States proves nothing more 
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dearly than that tlie immediate reeolt of eman- 
cipation is the rapid enhancement in value of 
all other kinds of property, both real and per- 
sonal . Who shall say that the owner of a given 
number of slaves, say ten, who finds his tract 
of land, of, say six hundred acres, increased in 
value, because of their emancipation, from $5 
to $10 an acre, does not receive some compen- 
sation for his apparent sacrifice for the public 
good ? It is one of those good deeds which, in 
the order of Providence, carries with it its own 
reward, not simply in the consciousness of 
duty performed, but in direct recompense. 
And, after all, it is idle to answer arguments 
which, so £Etr as they tend to prove anything, 
tend to show that emancipation should now talcie 
place, since it is not an open question whether 
it shall be done, but how. Wise men who are 
interested in slave property will cordially sus. 
tain the policy of emancipation, seeking only 
by proper representation of their interests to 
secure such provisions as will, so far as may 
be consistent with other interests, guard them 
against ii\jury. 

If, then, emancipation upon a too gradual 
plan will not satisfy a large and locreasing 
portion of our people, and so will not- com- 
mand such general acquiescence as is neces- 
•ary for the public repose, and to prevent the 
continued and ruinous agitation of this ques- 
tion ; if it will offer no sufficient inducement 
to the slaves themselves to remain at home at 
a time when the laws which would restrain 
their escape are to so great an extent impossi- 
ble of execution, and therefore will not pre- 
vent their voluntary departure ; if, for the same 
reason, it will not put a stop to their removal 
by others by violent and lawless methods ; if 
it will offer less striking inducements than more 
speedy methods to a large and speedy infiux of 
population which is essential to us, and which 
c^n come only from the free States, does it not 
necessarily follow that it will afford no adequate 
remedy for the evils under which we labor? 

If I have succeeded in establishing this pro- 
position, it results also, for the same reasons, 
that the next condition must be observed, that 
ths iystem to be adapted tnutt apply not only to 
the ajter-bomy but tUso to those now in being, 
since a plan which g^ves freedom only to the 
after-born, either immediately to vest, or to vest 
after the lapse of years, and leaves those now 
in being slaves for life, or to be liberated after 
a long term of service, involves in almost equal 
degree the very difficulties I have endeavored 
to show to be insurmountable. 



I have stated, also, that the plan to be adopt- 
ed mutt not be made to depend upon oompentatUm, 
Our present State debt of all classes, indodmg 
also the outstanding issue of State Defence 
Warrants, which does not exceed $400,000, 
and the forthcoming issue of $1,500,000 of 
Union Military Bonds, one-half of the amount 
authorized by the Legislature at its last session, 
is, as I learn from official sources, $26,636,000. 
If to this is added interest overdue and to ac- 
crue on the 1st of July next, the whole amount 
is $80,787,180. Our Constitution contains a 
provision that our State debt shall not be in- 
creased beyond $80,000,000, " except to repel 
invasion, or to suppress insurrection or cifil 
war." This provision was inserted some years 
since, to prevent farther depreciation of our 
securities, by giving capitalists some reliable 
assurance against the increase of our debt be- 
yond our apparent ability to pay ; and it ii 
worthy of very serious consideration, whether 
this is not such a pledge of the faith of the State 
as to prevent our exceeding that limit, unless 
warranted in so doing by the exceptions con- 
tained in the clause itself. If this view pre- 
vails, we have a margin, not including interest, 
of but $8,866,000 by which we can increase our 
debt, which is alone so inadequate for compen- 
sation as to be of no avail. It is true other sums 
might be raised by taxation ; but we are aires, 
dy so burdened by taxation. State and Nation- 
al* that our people would very justly complain 
at any large increase, and in large portions of 
the State additional levies could hardly now be 
made without utterly impoverishing the people. 
I have no doubt that a wise system of emancipa- 
tion now adopted will have the immediate effed 
of so increasing the wealth of the State, that 
we would be infinitely better able to pay the in- 
terest upon a debt of $40,000,000 or $50,000,000, 
and to provide for its ultimate redemption, 
than we are now to pay our present debt of 
$30,000,000. In view, however, of the genersl 
feeling on this subject, I fear it will be found 
impracticable to provide a fund for compensa- 
tion from our own resources, or our own un- 
aided credit. If «o, what present hope is there 
of aid from the National Treasury ? Cleariy, 
I think, good faith requires the Government to 
make some provision in aid of those States 
which adopt the policy of emancipation. Upon 
the recommendation of the President^ Congress, 
by resolution adopted in April, 1862, pledged 
us pecuniary aid, and we all know how power- 
fully this pledge stimulated the emancipatioa 
sentiment I was satisfied^ and so urged in my 
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l^ace on tiiis floor last June, that if we promptly 
accepted the oflfbr, thus clearly binding the 
Government, some provision would be made 
by Congress in redemption of the pledge. We 
fiuled to do so, and thns perhaps the golden 
opportunity was lost. We know the history 
of this matter in Congress, and how at last 
that body failed to provide funds for that pur- 
pose, though minorities in both Houses, not- 
withstanding the opposition of some of our own 
Representatives, did apparently desire to do 
something in that direction. I still hope, not 
without some confidence, that aid will yet be 
given T18 by Congress ; but it is necessary to 
add that many of our wisest men, whose means 
of information are very good, have no such 
hope, and that while it was manifest in the last 
Congress that the body of one party is opposed 
to any such legislation, there was, on various 
grounds, such opposition to it from other quar- 
ters as to make it very doubtful whether the 
next Congress, probably not so favorably dis- 
posed to such measures as the last, will make 
any provision for itj and if no aid be given by 
the next Congress, there is very little reason 
to hope the ftiture will be more fVuitful. This 
body, providing for emancipation, should not 
adjourn before doing all that can be done, by 
memorial or otherwise, to press upon Congress 
the justice of our claim in this regard, and, at 
the proper time, I will make the appropriate 
motion, if no one else shall do so ; but it is 
essential that we should deal with this whole 
matter with perfect candor, and build up, on 
tile part of slave owners, no hopes which may 
prove delusive. And, therefore, whatever we 
may do to secure grants from Congress, and 
however we may hope that efforts in this di- 
rection may be successful, still the plan we 
devise should not involve compensation to be 
provided by Congress, as a condition. Eman- 
cipation must be provided for by some method, 
now to be devised^ dependent on no future con- 
tingency, else our labor will profit nothing. 

Once more : I have stated it as my convic- 
tion, that the plan to be adopted ccmnot include 
asny provision /or ths removal of the blcicks coinei' 
dent with their becoming free. It needs no argu- 
ment, in addition to what I have said, to prove 
that the means of the State alone are inade- 
quate to accomplish this object. Even if this 
were not so, to what point could we, unaided, 
remove them ? Not to any one of the firee 
States, for their laws now in most instances for- 
bid it, and the same feeling which prompted this 
l^lskUion will no donbt secure it wherever it 



may seem needfhl. Not to any point beyond 
our national limits, for without the aid of the 
General Government we can make no arrange- 
ment with any other Power. It remains, then, 
only to inquire, as to this point, whether we 
have any reason to expect aid in this respect 
now frorf Congress. We know that plans for 
providing some place for deportation and set- 
tlement for free blacks abroad have enlisted the 
favor of the President, and the attention of 
Congress ; but nothing substantial has been 
done, nor would there seem any sound reason 
to expect, while we are necessarily lavishing 
vast sums in crushing rebellion and defending 
the national life, that either Congress or the 
country will be willing to engage in an enter- 
prise of doubtful success, and involving im- 
mense expenditure. It will be understood that 
I allude now only to the removal of the free 
blacks. I shall allude presently to plans sug- 
gested by which the negro may be removed 
from the State without becoming free. What 
then remains, is, as it seems to me, simply to 
meet the question as it presents itself, and to 
admit that we are obliged to frame a system 
which will permit the negroes freed here to 
remain, at least for the present, except so far 
as their own individual action may remove 
them. 

I am well aware that there is a very general 
and strong desire, on the part of all who own 
slaves, that the negro, when freed, should be 
removed, a feeling in which I share, and which 
is based, in part, on sound reason, and to some 
extent on prejudice. And I am also aware, that 
this same desire exists, with perhaps greater 
intensity, on the part of a very large portion 
of our people who own no slaves. This feeling 
is based in part on the impression, no doubt 
correct, that contact with free blacks is inju- 
rious to the slave, and this, of course, ceases to 
apply, or applies with greatly diminished force, 
where either all are free or soon to become free. 
Another basis for it is the opinion, entitled to 
very little weight in a conmiunity where, as in 
ours, the negro population would be so largely 
outnumbered by the whites — and not of much 
force under any circumstances — that, by com- 
petition, the free negro will reduce the price 
and lower the dignity of labor. It is a singu- 
lar commentary on this argument, that it is 
often found in company with the assertion that 
the negro, if freed, will not willingly labor 
atalL 

I, too, desire the separation of the races. I 
think it best for the wUte race, whose interest 
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it panunoimt, and best for tiie black race, which, 
while sharing the same countrj, being inferior, 
must always be more or less subject I hare 
alwajs shared the hope entertained by many 
of our best and wisest statesmen, that at some 
period, probably far beyond the lifetime of any 
of us. this unfortunate race, gathered again to 
that land from which they came, might find a 
home and found an empire, and work out for 
themselves a destiny ; and I shall rejoice if this 
generation shall be able to contribute something 
to the realization of that hope. But now, and 
as to those of that race among us, I do not see 
that we haye power to do anything in that di- 
rection. 

If, then, their remoyal when freed is imprac- 
ticable, it may be well to ascertain whether the 
evils resUting from their continued presence 
hare any real magnitude, and whether, per- 
haps, there may not be some compensating 
advantages. A very common oligection to any 
system of emancipation not extremely gradual, 
is, that it will tend to the depletion of our la- 
boring class at a time when it is already much 
reduced, and when, therefore, we are least able 
to lose any portion of it. I do not think this 
oljecti<m has nearly so much force, when ap- 
plied to any rational plan of emancipation, as 
many attach to it ; but whatever its force may 
be, it is met by a plan so framed, that, for a 
time at least, this labor may be retained. 
Again, it is alleged that when the restraints of 
slavery are removed, the negroes will, as a 
class, become idle and depraved, a burden to 
the State as paupers, and possibly unruly. 
That this will be so, I do not think the history 
of the race, or of emancipation, furnishes any 
proof; but if it were so, is it not possible to 
devise a plan which, while this cUiss shall be 
no longer enslaved, will provide such whole- 
some restraints during a term of probation 
prior to their enjoyment of absolute freedom 
as will guard them and us against these dan- 
gers ? If there be danger, though I apprehend 
none, in those communities in which the slaves 
are most numerous, of uprising or violence, 
still, if it is at some time to be encountered, is 
it likely we shall ever be in a better condition 
to prevent or subdue it than now, when through- 
out the State our whole white population, capa- 
ble of doing military duty^, is to so great an 
extent organized and armedl And if it be 
admitted— a supposition not to be entertained — 
that the whole body of these bUcks would at 
once smk into pauperism, and become a charge 
i^on our charity, is it, in view of all the bene- 



fits the extinction of slavery will insure us, too 
great an evil to be temporarily borne by a white 
population numbering 1,063,509, destined upon 
the removal of slavery to a large, immediate, 
and continued increase, in the possession of 
so grand a territory, and endowed with all the 
high qualities which characterize our people? 
But does the experience of any of our States, 
in which a large free black population is found, 
justify these fears ? In Delaware there were, 
in 1860, 90,689 whites, and 19,829 free bUcks; 
in Maryland, 515,918 whites, and 88,942 free 
blacks; in YirginU, 1,047,411 whites, and 
58,042 firee blacks ; while here, supposing that 
our white population has increased not at all 
since 1860, there would be, if all our slaves 
were freed, certainly not more than 80,000 free 
blacks (including aU now fr«e), and 1,068,609 
whites. Now, sir, while we know, and it is 
due to candor to state, that in these States there 
is a prejudice against this class, and complaint 
has been occasionally made of their presence, 
who will point to any evidence that they have 
been universally paupers ; that they have ever 
been a serious charge on the wealth of the peo- 
ple ; that they have been turbulent or trouble- 
some ; that they have in any way retarded the 
g^wth or diminished the prosperity of those 
States 1 And the force of these examples is 
increased by the fifust that in two of the States 
I have named, Virginia and Maryland, there is 
also a large number of slaves, so that whatevet 
evil influence would result from the contact of 
free blacks with slaves, is, in them, in full ex- 
ercise. It may be suggested, however, that 
this tne black population has been produced in 
the States I have named in the course of years, 
by individual manumission and by birth, and 
that thus their number has been almost imper- 
ceptibly increased, and this element has had 
time to a<^ust itself and conform without dis- 
turbance to the existing state of things. Again, 
I answer, may not their total enfranchisement 
among us b« so regulated and graduated, that 
we may approach the conditions which show 
that in other States they do exist in equal or in 
larger numbers than they would with us, and 
in much larger relative numbers to the white 
population than would bp the caaa with us, in 
perfect consistency with public prosperity and 
order 1 And even if no such plan could be de- 
vised, who will say, that if, after some time for 
preparation and arrangement, their absolute 
freedom were prodaimed, any danger seriously 
threatening our peace or tranquillity could arise 
finom a class educated in the habit of aba o lu t e 
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ralij^ctioa, and of whom by &r tiie larger por- 
tion would be leaf than fifteen and more than 
t£ty jetan of age f 

Once more : It is to be remembered that, at 
oor national itatifltica dearly ihow, the free 
black population, even in thoee latitadet most 
faTorable to their health, increase very slowly, 
afid out of all proportion slowly to the whites^ — 
as, for instance, while in Delaware there were, 
in 18S0, 15,856 free blacks, increased in 1860 to 
19,829, the whites increased during the same 
period from 57,601 to 90,589; in Maiyland 
Ibere were, in 1880, 52,988 free blacks, increased 
ia 1860 to 88,942, while the whites increased 
between the same dates from 291,208 to 515,918 ; 
in Virginia tiiere were, in 1880, 47,848 free 
blacks, increased hi 1860 to 58,042, whik the 
whites, during the same interval, rose from 
694,800 to 1,047,411-^ that the evils, what- 
erer they may be, resulting to us from the 
presence oi so large a population of this dass, 
woold be greater at the beginning than at any 
fiitnre period, and the rapid increase of our 
white population would render them every day 
still leas. Unless better proof than I have yet 
aeoi can be adduced, to show that great evils 
ef any kind are to be apprehended, which will 
not find their full equivalent in advantages to 
result to us by freeing them under wise condi- 
tiona, I think we may rest in the conviction 
Huit those which are suggested are, to a great 
extent, imaginary, and that those which really 
are to be apprehended are greatly exaggerated, 
while they are by no means of such a charac- 
ter as to deter us from encountering them, if, 
indeed, we are shut up to some method which 
requires us to choose between them in some 
finrm, and the continuance of slavery, with all 
the erils which, especial^^ as we are situated, 
are inseparable from it 

I have thus endeavored to consider fairly 
the consequ^ioes likely to result from giving 
freedom to our slaves under conditions which 
will involve their remaining among us after 
flieir enfranchisement. A method has been 
pM^osed, which, it is supposed, will, if adopt- 
ed, avert this result, and free us not only from 
flavery, bat from the negro ; that is, by ap- 
pointing a date some years hence, after which 
flavery shall not be permitted, thus affording 
the opportamty for the removal of the slaves 
with their owners, or for their removal for 
•ale, to those regions where this institution 
may then exist. Even if this plan were free 
froBs objection otherwise, it may be seriously 
doubted whetiier it would secose the particular I 



ends proposed, of enabling the owner to avoid 
loss, and insuring the removal of the negro. 
As we are now situated, the only State into 
which slaves be can removed is Kentucky, 
and our geographical posiUon is such, that to 
the great mass of our people the attempt to 
make that transfer would be attended with 
great difficulties. Even if this physical di£l- 
culty did not exist, is there no reason to ap- 
prehend that the sentiments of a considerable 
portion of our people, especially during the con- 
tinuance of the rebellion, would, however im- 
properly, oppose such hindrances and obstacles 
to this general removal, if attempted, as would 
involve infinite loss, expense and trouble to 
the owner, and to the whole community end- 
less exdtement, irritation and tumult ? And 
if this were not so, is it to be supposed that no 
objection would be made by the people of Ken- 
tucky to so large and sudden an increase of 
that class, which, in any view of their interests, 
is not specially needed, and which, for many 
leasons, if they are wise, they will be anxious 
to prevent? 1 should not only anticipate 
prompt prohibitive legislation by Kentucky, 
but I confidently expect to see that noble State, 
profiting by our wise example, speedily in- 
augurate measures which will secure freedom 
to her also. 

But assume that the war will very speedily 
end in the complete and final overthrow of the 
rebellion, and the perfect restoration of peace 
and Union, which, by God's blessing, we have 
good reason to expect, and tbat^then there will 
remain no physical obstacle to the removal of 
the slaves to Arkansas and thence to the other 
Southern States } is it not manifest that there 
are such doubts surrounding the condition of 
slavery as existing in those States, in view of 
the effect upon it of the war, of the President's 
Proclamation, and of the action of Congress, as 
will at least render the tenure by which slaves 
are held so precarious as to deter prudent men 
from taking them there, or from buying them 
when removed there, and as may very well, on 
the other hand, lead to legislation on the part of 
those States to prevent their reception ? If any 
one or all of these contingencies may happen^ 
and that some of them will I have no doubt — is 
it not obvious that any hope of removing the 
negroes by the plan proposed will be disi^ 
pointed, and thus again confront us with the 
simple alternative of keeping this class among 
us, either as slaves, or, after a time, as free- 
men? 

Here then, sfr, unless 1 am great(y deceived* 
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it appears, 8M I have endeaTored to show, that 
ire are shut up in the choice of methods to 
some one which will remore slaverj speedily 
without compensation — except as a possible 
result contingent upoa the future action of 
Congress, applying to slaves now in being as 
well as to the after-born — ^and leaving the ne- 
gro, when freed, among us. Let it be under- 
stood that in all this I seek to point out the 
facts as they actually exist, not as I would 
have them ; to ascertain the stern limitations 
which circumscribe our choice of methods. 
Wise men, Mr. President, as I have said al- 
ready, spend no time in fruitless repining that 
the things they prefer are impossible; that 
would be worse than folly. We have only 
to choose among possible paths, and select 
that in which it is best, in view of all interests, 
to tread. ' 

There are four general plans which, with an 
infinite, actual and possible variety of detail, 
seem to have occupied the public mind : 

First. That which is generally described as 
■the gradual plan, which applies only to the 
after-bom, leaving untouched all slaves now 
in being. As to this plan, however, it may be 
preferred when circumstances permit its adop- 
tion, — and I repeat that I consider it as in- 
finitely the most desirable when choice is free, 
— I have endeavored to show that it will not 
meet the actual state of our affitirs, will be un- 
just even to the slaveholders, and will leave 
us a prey to all the evils which accompany 
and follow the illegal removal of the slaves, in 
large numbers, either by their own act or 
otherwise. 

Second. The plan to which I adverted a few 
moments since, in discussing one aspect of it, 
by which a period is fixed beyond which no 
sUve shall be held in the State. To it, as 
it seems to me, there are several grave ob- 
jections as a practical method of solving our 
difficulty, which may be very briefly stated. 
All will admit the importance of devising a 
method which shall be final, and, there- 
fore, one which will so commend itself to the 
masses of our people, that the general ac- 
quiescence or approbation will aflbrd some 
guarantee against its future modification or 
reversal. 

This plan will meet, of course, the opposi- 
tion, more or less violent, of those who desire 
immediate emancipation, and will not probably 
command the favor of those who desire the 
change to be wrought only through many 
years, and gradually. It afibrds no security 



against total change and reversal, even up to 
the very instant when it is to take effect finally, 
for under its provisions no negro becomes free 
in any case, unless the appointed day finds 
him in the State. No right to freedom vests, 
and no constitutional barriers would prevent 
the people from declaring, in a manner per- 
fectly legal and regular, and by the same 
power which ordained it, if some strange 
change of sentiment should occur, that the 
plan adopted should be annulled, and should 
not take efiect, and that, after the day named, 
slavery should, notwithstanding, continue in 
the State. I think it no answer to this argu- 
ment to say that no such change is probable. 
Certainly I do not anticipate it ; but who shall 
say in view of the sudden, and sometimes un* 
accountable changes of public sentiment wit- 
nessed throughout the country during the last 
two years, and the readiness with which, at 
such times of turmoil and excitement, new 
impressions are received and effaced, that it is 
not possible? We need such action as will 
prevent change— as will not only make Hia- 
souri free, but free forever — as will, as soon as 
may be consistent with justice, public order, 
and sound policy, take such efifect as to lure- 
vent reversal, so fstr as that is possible. 

Again, if we are to derive any farther benefit 
from the labor of this dass, it seems to me to 
be essential that we should so deal with the 
question, if consistent with other important 
considerations, as to give the slave some rea- 
son to hope for a change in the future, and 
thus induce him to be content with his present 
and intermediate condition. I know that this 
is a view of the question which is not often 
considered ; but it is one not to be overlooked 
by those who seek to discover, and to estimate 
the force of all the infiuences affbcting it. 
What ordinarily intelligent negro in the State, 
old enough to grasp the simplest thought, does 
not understand that his freedom or continued 
slavery is the great topic of discussion ; that 
some desire he should be instantly freed, and 
all agree that emancipation, at an early day, 
is inevitable ? Our knowledge of human na- 
ture is all-sufllcient to satisfy us, that if the 
hope of freedom once implanted and en- 
couraged is withdrawn, discontent will follow. 
Is it not easy to see that when once it comes 
to be understood, that the hope of freedom ii 
withdrawn by the adoption of a method which 
proposes not freedom, but removal in slavery, 
escapes will be infinitely more numerous, in a 
State where, in view of all tiie frudlities offered, 
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it majT now almoet be stud that tlaTerj is vol- 
untarjt 

Again, no plan can be good which is so 
framed as to create expectations which cannot 
with reasonable certainty be realized. I haye 
endearored already, in another connection, to 
riiow that it would, in all probability, prove 
impracticable, for divers reasons, to remove 
the slaves into other slave States. If so, that 
portion of our people, who in that hope will 
iq>proTe, will, in the end, being disappointed, 
condemn it, and with all the more violence 
that they have been misled. 

A similar objection is to be found in the 
ftet that while liie mind of the whole State has 
been directed to the consideration of methods 
of emancipation, this really is a system of de- 
portation without emancipation. Under it 
Missouri would be freed from slavery ; but if 
its operation should answer the end proposed, 
no slave need by it be freed. Practically, and 
by reason of the obstacles to their removal, as 
I have sought to show, many would become 
free. I sp^ik only of the efibct it might pro- 
duce in perfect consistency with its design. 
And surely I need not argue in this presence 
to prove, that if it can be done with equal jus- 
tice to the owner, and equal regard for the 
interests of the State and its people, it is far 
better to free our slaves on such conditions as 
will, as ftir as possible, fit them for the right 
use and rational eigoyment of freedom, than, 
under the name of emancipation, sell them to 
other owners. 

Stin fkrther, the General Government has 
promised us aid in bearing the burdens in- 
curred by the change of system which emanci- 
pati(m involves, and many still hope that such 
aid may be given. But if such a plan be 
adopted, we cannot in good faith ask or re- 
ceive its aid ; if, indeed, in such a case, there 
is any reason to suppose it would be offered, 
since compensation was promised to indemnify 
for loss, and how shall our loss be estimated ; 
how can we claim or show that any loss has 
been sustained, when we have sold our slaves 
to Arlcansas and Kentucky ? 

The third plan is that of immediate and un> 
conditional emancipation. From such apian 
I think much evil might result, not only to the 
great interests of the State, but to the slaves 
themselves ; and if so, certainly sound policy 
and true humanity condemn it. To the edu- 
cated, the enlightened and thoughtful man, the 
faistant change from life-long slavery to free- 
dom would be abrupt and trying, much more 



to the ignorant, the thoughtless and the weak- 
minded negro. The effect of such a plan can- 
not of course be accurately foreseen, but there 
is reason to fear that a change so sudden and 
radical would produce much evil and suff*ering 
among the slaves, without any corresponding 
advantage either to the whites or to them- 
selves. All changes in systems of labor 
wrought too suddenly are certain to be fol- 
lowed by unfortunate consequences ; and here 
certainly it would seem that if an interval of 
preparation and of education for independent 
and self-reliant action could be placed between 
slavery and the actual enjoyment of absolute 
freedom, no irgury oould arise, while much 
good might follow. I have no fear in such a 
case of any outbreak among the negroes, but 
some persons have such fears. Is it not just 
and proper, therefore, with due regard to the 
interests of those of our people who inhabit 
the few counties in which the negro population 
is really numerous, and in which a very large 
proportion of all the slaves in the State are 
found, to consult even their groundless fears, 
as to a matter so vital to them, when it can be 
done without prcj ndice to any interest ? I have 
tried to show that the fear entertained by some 
persons, that, if freed, they would, as a mass^ 
and for any length of time, prove idle, turbu- 
lent, and a charge on public and private char- 
ity, is not well founded ; but if there were any 
danger of this, undoubtedly the danger is 
greater if they are suddenly and in a body 
freed. And if many apprehend it, is it not 
well to shape our action so as to avoid all 
chance of danger, if such modifications are 
consistent with the success of the general plan? 
And again, since it is a necessity not to be 
avoided that the master shall lose his slave, 
and since we ourselves can make no provision 
for payment, nor give any guarantee of friture 
compensation, does not justice require that we 
should, as fer as the paramount interests of 
the State and of all the people, rather than 
their slaves, permit, make such provisions as 
shall change the relation and destroy this right 
as gently and as justly as possible ? I am not 
ignorsnt, Mr. President, tiiat a very consider- 
able portion of our people, whose numbers 
have rapidly increased of late, earnestly desire 
and deem it most important that this great 
work should be done immediately, and prefer 
to encounter whatever evils may ensue, in 
view of the relief and advantage to be gained, 
rather than incur a moment's delay. And, in- 
deed, it it not wonderful that among a people 
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who hare iiiiftred to much <»r two yeart and 
more, and whose aufbrings oonnect themselres 
ao directl/ with tlarery, should arUe the con- 
Tiction that slaTery it the cause of their trou- 
UeSy and they desire, by any means and at 
whaterer cost, to be rid of it without deUy. 
Berenge is said to be sweet and the desire for 
H natoral ; but it is a bad connseUor, and in 
the midst of suffering we must not forget 
juittee, nor disregard the suggestions of wis- 
dom. 

I have no sympathy with any wbO| in seek- 
ing this result) and in their eagtmess to attain 
it, are ready to disregard all sound restraints* 
to r«jf ct the counael of the wise and the ex- 
perience of others, to mock at laws and con- 
stitutions, and their wholesome limitations, and 
to despise all right) and of such, 1 am glad to 
believej the number among us is small. But 
lor the mattes of those who desire immediate 
emancipation without conditions, and are un- 
willing to bear any delay, while I widely differ 
from them, 1 know the purity of their motives, 
the loyalty of their purpose, and that their 
(^jinions, which I deem erroneous, are the 
result of the fiery trials through which they 
haye passed with untold suffering } and so per- 
fect is my confidence in their patriotism and 
justice, that, whatever their preferences may 
be, I am persuaded they will cheerfully acqui- 
esce in any action which gives certain promise 
of relief, and involves no greater delay than 
the just weight of such considerations as I have 
indicated seem to require. 

The remaining method is one which I think 
is commended to our most favorable considera- 
tion, aed which combines some of the advan- 
tiges of both the immediate and gradual plans, 
while it seems to avoid the difficulties of both ; 
whidi, while it proposes to give qualified 
freedom to all the slaves at a very early day, 
still provides for service to be rendered the 
master for a term of years; destroys slavery, 
while it retains the labor of the former slave, 
and confers qualified and, hereafter, absolute 
freedom, guarding against its possible abuse. 
Such a plan I have endeavored to present in the 
ordinance I have framed asd introduced. 

If I have accurately defined the limits within 
which we are bound to act, this plan seems to 
satisfy them all. Those who desire immediate 
emancipation should find no fault, for this, 
though it does not secure the end they desire, 
secures many of its alleged advantages; while 
those who prefer the more gradual plan will 
find many of the benefits to be derived from it 



also teeured. It is indeed gradual in this, that 
it confers freedom by degrees. 

I have labored to show that the plan adopted, 
to be effectual must be speedy — not dependent 
on compensation — ^not conditioned on deporta- 
tion, and applicable to all classes of negroes. 
This plan is drawn with reference to these 
views, and whatever objection may be found 
to them I have already sought to answer* 
After what has been said, very little need be 
added, except in brief explanation of the detaila 
of this plan. 

The dates at which qualified freedom is t» 
begin, and apprenticeship to terminate in ab- 
solute freedom, must, of course, be somewhat 
arbitrarily selected, though it is important they 
should both be fixed as early as is found to be 
consistent with justice to the owner, humanity 
to the slave, and proper regard for the interests 
to be affected by the change. Time must be 
allowed for preparation, and for all classes to 
adjust themselves to the new system. The firsA 
of January next I think soon enough for the 
first step, and the fourth of July, 1876, not too 
long for the second. If the negroes to be 
apprenticed were divided into classes, according 
to age, it would perhaps be well to make the 
term shorter as to those now of full age or 
closely approaching it, and longer as to those 
born hereafter, or now of tender years ; but the 
practical difficulty of ascertaining the age of 
persoDS of this class is so great, that it seema 
best to me to deal with all in the same way, 
and certainly it is best, if it can be done, to 
prevent the separation of families, which 
would happen if part become absolutely free 
while the remainder are held to service. More- 
over, such details tend to complicate the plan, 
render it less easy of execution, more difficult 
of comprehension, and therefore less likely to 
be generally acceptable. I have thought it 
best, therefore, to select a date which shall 
apply to all classes ; and, I confess, there are 
reasons which would make it most agreeable 
to me to see the centennial anniversary of ao 
grand an event as the declaration of our national 
independence appointed as the date for the per<* 
feet enfranchisement of the State. 

It is necessary to provide, as in section diree, 
for legislation which will prevent the removal 
of apprentices from the State, and so to guard 
against attempts in that mode to evade and 
violate the ordinance. 

The fourth section, which requires the Legis- 
lature to pass laws to secure the humane aad 
proper treatment of apprentices, provides lor 
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Dt BOf« than tbt hiwi rtfmlatiaf slavery now 
rtqaire ; and the lef^latioD it proposes to so* 
eare the rotnrn'of f ugitivos, aod to panitfa thoso 
who would oatieo tlMm away, or knowingly 
htrbor ^om whoa fugitive, corretponds with 
statntes now in force coneeniing apprentices, 
and is of such obvious propriety as to need no 
sxplaaation or defence. Justice equally re- 
quires us to provide for the proper treatment 
ii the appreatiee, and to secure to the master 
faithful service during the prescribed term. 

There can be, I presume, no objection to that 
lection which provides for a release of the right 
to the service of the apprentice, and it would 
seem simply just to permit the master, if he 
desires, to relieve himself from the obligation 
to support those whose services he no longer 
wishes to retain. 

Humanity requires some provision to be made 
for the maintenance of those thus left without 
support, and who are unable to provide for 
tfaefflselves. And no method appears more just 
than, by the levy of a general tax, to require 
all the people of the State to share a burden 
resulting from action which will benefit all 
ilike. I have no fear that the tax thus pro- 
vided for will prove onerous, or will need to 
be long coDtiuued. The grounds of this confi- 
dence I have endeavored already to show. 

There would seem manifest propriety in the 
provision, which, in view of contemplated 
emancipation, relieves the slave owner from 
farther taxation and from the payment of taxes 
already assessed against that species of proper- 
ty. When so much must be relinquished, he 
ihould not be required to pay for the small 
remainder. 

Much Is left to be done by the Legislature in 
sspplyingi details. This seems the proper 
course, inasmuch as the fall session is appoint- 
ed for a time sufficiently early to enable that 
body to take the necessary action before the 
sfstea takes eflbct, and it is best, for many 
reasons, to leave to it all that properly falls 
within ita province. If this view should not 
prevail, it will be very easy to supply the 
necessary provisions. 

It has been suggested that if a plan of this 
kind is adopted, compensation, at a mod- 
erate rate, should be required to be paid the 
apprentice by the master. This, it is contended, 
will tend to prepare the negro for freedom, by 
teaching him habits of self-reliance, and pre- 
paring him to provide for his own support. 
Whatever weight this suggestion may be en- 
titled to, it is open to a double objection : first. 



that i^le we caanot make compensation to the 
owner for what we take from him, it would 
seem unjust to require him to pay for what 
remains I and second, that it is unjust to make 
him pay for the labor of a part of the negroes, 
when, in most cases, another portion willi for 
various reasons, be an expense, or yield very 
little profit Again, it is suggested that another 
feature of such a plan should be, to require the 
owner to give to apprentiees, who have attained 
a certain age, such elementary education aa 
will, to some extent, prepare them for freedom) 
and prove a barrier sgainst crime and pauper* 
ism. Beyond all doubt they will prove a mora 
valuable and less dangerous class, just in pro* 
portion as they are roKued from ignorance } 
but such previous, however guarded or 
however to be enforced, would most probably 
prove a dead letter and impracticable, in cases 
where the master is either negligent or un* 
willing, so that, in view of very probabU 
prejudice existing against it in many quarters^ 
I can see no substantial benefit likely to result 
from its adoption. And I may remark, that I 
deem the general result so important, that I 
doubt the wisdom of risking its success by 
insisting upon any conditions, which, however 
advantageous they may seem, are not absolutely 
essentiaL 

I have purposely omitted to allude to the 
question aa to whether the action of the Con- 
vention on this subject should be subsntted for 
ratification to the popular vote, because, while 
I have decided opinions concerning i^ and shall 
desire to be heard on it at the proper time, it is 
a matter about which I presume tibere will be 
a diversity of opinion among the friends of 
emancipation, and it seems to me all other dis- 
cussion ^ould be avoided until the chief ques- 
tion is decided. 

After muck and anxious thought, this, I 
believe, is the best method of solving a diffi- 
culty which, great as it is, must be met, and of 
reconciling the conflicting views of these who 
still are agreed as to the end to be attained. 
If any better plan can be devised, I shall gladly 
support it, and give such aid as I can to secure 
its adoption. And if no plan can be adopted 
which I think wise, I shall still certainly sup- 
port the best which, under all the circumstan- 
ces, can be secured. Meanwhile, approaching 
the consideration of this most important topic 
with an earnest desire to secure its wise and 
just solution, and trusting that our deliberations 
will be conducted in that spirit of courage, 
forhearaace and wisdom which the crisis so 
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Qrgently demands, I bespeak for it caitdid and 
unprejudiced consideration, and invite the 
c1o9«t8t scratiny. 

We cannot, if we would, go back ; we must 
go forward. It is for us now to decide whether 
we shall still merit the approval of those we 
represent, or whether they shall find us unfaith- 
ful to them and unequal to the pressing demands 
of the occasion. 

We may so act that our noble State, now 
almost bankrupt, shall again bound forward 
with credit restored and wealth redoubled, all 
the stronger and more prosperous for the bap- 
tism of fire which purifies the metal of the 
dross that mars it; that population now re- 
pelled may be invited) that life and energy 
now languishing may be revived and increased ; 
that our desolated homes and deserted farms 
may smile again and '' blossom as the rose; " 
that blessed pea^e may once more gladden all 
our borders. We may, on the other hand, so 
act, that while we cannot, if we would, prevent 
this great reform, we may embarrass and delay 
it, and so curse the State we are sworn to serve, 
by a continuance of the evils which now distract 
and threaten to destroy it. It will be to me, 
sir, a glad day when it can be said that Mis- 
souri has decided beyond recall in favor of 
emancipation, and I shall reckon it a source of 
honest pride that I have been able to contribute 
in some degree, however small, to this great 
and good result ; for however some may now 
doubt or deny the expediency or wisdom of this 
policy, the day is not far distant when conclu- 
sive results will demonstrate it, and those who 
inaugurate it will be envied that privilege by 
those who desire to win names worthy of 
honor. 

It is to me a source of intense satisfaction, 
that by this action we shall demonstrate once 
and for all, that our great State finally rejects 
all thought of disloyalty, and all the wicked 
suggestions of treason. That if, by reason of 
slavery existing within her borders, any have 



thought her sympathies were with treason, or 
her destiny could in any event be allied to it, 
now by a final renunciation she attests, as much 
of her best blood has already done, her perfect 
fidelity to the Union. And who can say that 
our action may not prove to tome of our sister 
States an example to be examined, to be ap- 
proved and imitated, thus securing for us the 
glory not only of discharging every duty of a 
perfect loyalty, but of leading others in the 
same glorious path 1 

The record of Missouri during these years 
of strife and bloody trial may well fill her chil- 
dren with honorable pride. 

Carried unconsciously to the brink of ruin 
by her own most honored and yet most faith- 
less servants, by heroic efforts she saved her- 
self from the last and fatal step. With civil 
war in its worst form raging throughout her 
borders, struggling (by God's blessing, success- 
fully) to assert her right to be loyal, sustained 
and encouraged by our noble brethren of the 
free States, she has yet sent thousands of her 
sons beyond her borders to fight the battles of 
the Republic, and every western and southern 
battle-field is illustrated by their noble deeds, 
and enriched by their blood. Suffering untold 
evils, a prey to war in its worst form, she has 
followed the grand old flag with steps never 
lagging or uncertain, counting no sacrifice too 
great in so good a cause. 

And now, while working out a result com- 
mended by every consideration of self-interest, 
I trust she will give the crowning proof of her 
devotion by casting out the only influeaca 
which yet seems to any to invite treason, or 
give it hope of lodgment within her limits. 

Thus acting, her reward is sure, and emerg- 
ing from the bloody ordeal through \|fhich she 
has passed, she must speedily assume her just 
rank among the foremost in a Union more and 
more perfect in all its parts, and bound for* 
ward in her high career, peaceful, prosperous, 
and powerful, because loyal and. fret. 



NOTE BT MR. BRECKINRIDOK. 

I H»pend ihe following tabia, which has not heietofbre been pnbliahed, and Ibr which I am indebted to the 
wmxtMj of the Hon. J. O. 0. Kktridt, Superintendent of the Cenana. It will perhaps be naefUl aa illuftratlnff 
and eonflrmlng the preceding argument, and will aflbrd much valoable and onrioni information on the general 
anl^Jeot. It wUl be remembered that It relates to the jear 1800, that alnoe that time there Is an estimated de- 
crease In the nnmber of slares In Missouri, of from forty to fortj-flre thousand, and that this decrease haa occurred 
ohl«aj In the nnmbar of thoaa hatwaan the agea of 18 and 46. 



(8aa Tabia on nazt page.) 
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Mr. Hbitderson offered the following at a 
labstitute for Mr. Orr's resolution : 

^^Retolvedy That a committee of nine mem- 
bers^ one to be elected from each Congressional 
District, be elected by the Convention, to be 
called the Committee of Emancipation, to 
which all pending ordinances, and all hereafter 
to be presented, on the subject of emancipa- 
tion, shall stand referred.'' 

Mr. Gantt. I would propose to amend by 
adding ^' and that any project of emancipation 
in the form of an ordinance shall be printed 
and stand referred to said Committee.'^ 

Mr. Daake. I do not desire myself to oc* 
cupy the time of the Conrention any further 
in general discussions of the subject of eman. 
eipation ; but I do not wish that any means 
should be used, as was the case a year ago, to 
stop discussion. If that should be the effect, 
I do not desire that the resolution should pass, 
while I do wish that the resolution of the 
gentleman from Pike should be carried, and 
the committee be at work. 

The resolution, amended as follows, was put 
to the vote and carried : 

^^Rttolvtdf That a Committee of nine be ap- 
pointed, one to be selected from each Congres- 



sional District, be elected by the Convention, 
to be called the Committee on Emancipation, 
to which all pending ordinances, and all here- 
after to be presented on the subject of emanci- 
pation, shall stand referred ; and any project 
of emancipation in the form of an ordinance 
shall be printed and stand referred to said com- 
mittee.>> 

On motion of Mr. Hall of B., the Conven- 
tion adjourned until 2^ p. m . 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met at 7\ o'clock. 

A communication was read by the clerk 
from W. S. Mosely, the State Auditor, calling 
the attention of the Convention to the policy 
of providing some means of protecting and se- 
curing to private soldiers and their relations, 
their honest claims against the General Gov- 
ernment, by establishing at Washington a 
State Agent, whose duty it shall be to receive, 
present, and prosecute all claims in behalf of 
the soldiery of the State, without cost to them ; 
and that a suitable appropriation be made for 
the purpose. Missouri, it was stated, has now 
forty regiments in the United States service, 
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toll. r»giB«Dtf in the militia strvice, and a larg;a 
number of enrolled militia ref^enta in actiTe 
aenrice within the borders of the State. 

Mr. Gravsllt. I more that the communi* 
cation be ref errecf to a aelect committee of fire. 
Carried. 

Meaara. Gravelly, McDowell, Foater, Holt 
and Phillips were appointed. 

Mr. McCLuno. I beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

'^Reiolved, That J. Delahay be appointed one 
of the pages of the Convention.'' Adopted. 

EMANCIPATION COMMITTXE. 

The Convention then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of an Emancipation Committee, consist* 
ing of nine members, one from each Congres- 
siooal District. 

Mr. Hall of B. I nominate the Hon. H. R. 
Gamble aa a committee man from the Fint 
IHHriet. 

Gov. Gamble was unanimously elected. 

Second DUlrict. ^ 

Mr. Rankin nominated Mr. Bush. -^ 

Mr. Duvall nominated Mr. Pomeroy. 

Mr. Bush nominated Mr. Eitzen. 

The roll having been called, the votes stood 
for Mr. Bush, 45 % Mr. Eitzen, 1 ; Mr. Pome- 
roy, 17. Mr. Buah was declared elected. 
Third DUtrid. 

Mr. Leeper nominated Mr. Bogy, who was, 
on motion, unanimously elected. 
Fourth DUtrict, 

Mr. McDowell nominated Mr. Gravelly. 

Mr. Hall of B. nominated Mr. Ritchey. 

The roll having been called, the votes were 
for Mr. Gravelly, 31 ; Mr. Ritchey, 38. Mr. 
Ritchey was, therefore, declared elected. 
Fifth IH$trict. 

Mr. Douglass nominated Mr. Phillips. 

Mr. Gravelly nominated Mr. McClarg. 

The roll was called, and the votes were for 
Mr. Phillips, 40 ; Mr. McClurg^ 25. Mr. Phil- 
lips was declared elected. 

Sixth DUtriet. 

Mr. Dunn nominated Mr. Birch. 

Mr. Marvin nominated Mr. Comingo» 

The roll having been called^ Mr. Birch was 
found to have received 18 vous, and Mr. Co- 
mingo 45. Mr. Comingo was^ therefore^ de- 
clared elected. 

SiveiUh JHitrieU 

Mr. Vanbuskirk nominated Mr. Hall of Bu- 
chanan. 

Mr. Drake nominated Mr. Stewart 

The roll having been called, the voiet war*— 



Mr. Hall, 40 ; Mr. Stewart, 26. Mr. Hall was 
declared elected. 

Eighth DMHet 

Mr. Smith of linm nominated Mr. Hall of 
Randolph. 

Mr. Shanklin nominated Mr. Smith of LIml 

Mr. Hall of R. nominated Mr. Foster. 

The roll was called and resulted as follows x 
Mr. Hall, 35 ; Mr. Foster, 26 ; Mr. Smith, 5. 

Mr. Hall was declared elected. 
Ninth Diitrict. 

Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. Mozley. 

Mr. Drske nominated Mr. Henderaon. 

Mr* Flood nominated Mr. Howell. 

The roll having been called, the votes were 
for Mr. Mozley, 5 } Mr. Henderson, 42 j Mr. 
Howell, 16. 

Mr. Henderson was declared elected. 

ON KMANCIPATION. 

Mr. Douglass. I beg leave to offer 

AN OBDINANCn FOB THE ABOLITION OV SLATZBT 

nrmssouBi. 
Be it ordained by the People of Missouri^ 
in Convention assembled, asfolUnos : 
Section 1. No negro or mulatto, bond or 
free, shall be brought, or shall oome, into 
Missouri at any time hereafter. 

Sec 2. All negroes and mulattoes now 
held as slaves in Missouri, and the issue 
of all such negroes and mulattoes, shall, if 
remaining in Missouri on the first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and seventy, 
become absolutely free on that day. 
» Sec. 3. No law imposing restrictions up- 
on the sale of slaves in this State, or the 
removal of slaves from tiiis State, shall be 
passed by the Legislature at any time prior 
to the first day of January, in the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy (1870). 

Referred to the Committee on Emancipation. 
Mr. FosTXR then submitted the fi^owing: 

AN OBSINANGl FOB THB XMANGIPATION OF 
SLAreS IN THK 8TATB OF mBSOUBI. 

Be ii ordained by the People of the State of 

Missouri} in Convention auemhled, as 

foUotos ; 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, eighteen hwMtrtd and atxtj'^nine, 
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tlaverj and mTOlnniary servitnde, except 
as a punishment for crime, are abolished, 
and an slayes on that day within tiiis State 
are hereby declared to be free. 

Sec. 3. The Legislature of the State of 
Missouri shall, upon the taking effect of 
this ordinance, pass such laws as shall be 
necessary for the support, protection and 
maintenance of all persons who shall be 
made free by this act, who may be unable 
to proYlde for and maintain themselyes on 
account of unsoundness of mind, debility, 
extreme youth, or old age. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Missouri to pass such 
laws as will proTide for the apprenticing of 
such persons who are made free by the op* 
erations of this ordinance, who shall be 
xuk^der twenty-one years of age on said first 
day of January, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
nine, to such suitable persons as the courts 
authorized to perform this duty of apprenti- 
cing may deem proper, such term of ap- 
prenticeship to continue until such appren- 
tice becomes twenty- one years of age, and 
no longer ; and it shall further be the duty 
of the said Legislature to pass such laws 
as may be necessary to secure the proper 
and humane treatment of such apprentices, 
and to prevent their remoTal from this 
State during such term of apprenticeship. 

Sec. 5. From and after the passage of 
this ordinance no slaye, free negro, or mu- 
latto^ shall be permitted to come to and 
remain within this State. 

Sec. 6. No free negro or mulatto shall 
eVer, under any pretext whatever, be al- 
lowed to exercise the elective franchise 
within the State of Missouri. 

Sec. 7. This ordinance shall be submit- 
ted to the people of Missouri at the regular 
dection, to take place on the first Monday 
of August, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
three, for their ratification or rejection. If 
a majority of the votes cast shall be in fa- 
vor of this amendment, it shall be a part 
of the Constitution; but if a majority of 
the votes so cast shall be against the adop- 
tion of this amendment, then this ordi- 
nance shall be null, void and of no effect* 

See. 8. It shall be the duty of the eleiks 
of the several oeunty courts within the 



State of Ifissouri to prepare two columns 
in the poll-books for the August election, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-three, one 
headed ''In favor of the ordinance of the 
Convention,'' and the other headed ''A- 
gainst the ordinance of the Convention.'' 

Referred to the Committte on Emancipation. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I wish to offsr a series of 
resolutions, and ask tiiat they be referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions and Ordlnaneea. 
They express the views and conclasions te 
which I have come after a great deal of reflect 
tion and without consultation with any one. I 
was anxiousj as far as my judgment would en- 
able me, to act independently; since I have 
been here, however, I have found that the same 
conclusions have been arrived at by other gen- 
tlemen of this Convention. I do not feel it 
imperative, even if it were appropriate at this 
time, to present my views before this Conven- 
tion ; but it will be observed that there are one 
or two features that have not been specifically 
mentioned in any of the plans discussed so far. 

The resolutions were then read by the clerk. 

** 1. That the peace and welfare of the State 
of Missouri and of the loyal citizens thereof, 
in view of the bitter experience of a bloody and 
destructive civil war, inaugurated by the advo- 
cates of African slavery, with the avowed pur- 
pose of perpetuating and extending the same, 
imperatively demand the adoption, at this time, 
of some plan of emancipation which shall ut- 
terly destroy all hopes by them entertained, by 
reason of its extinction in our midst, that this 
State can ever be induced to join in, or give aid 
to, the rebellion. 

*^ 2. That while for this purpose it is essen- 
tial that such plan of emancipation shall pro- 
vide without delay for the recognition, by law, 
as free persons, and not as property, of those 
heretofore held as slaves in Missouri, it is also 
demanded, as well by the best interests of those 
persons as by the necessities of the State, its 
social and material well-being, that such plan 
should provide by just and humane regulations 
against the sudden withdrawal of the supply of 
labor heretofore furnished by this class. 

^ 3. That such regulations should, for a lim- 
ited period, secure to the former owners, or 
their representatives, the continued labor of 
the servant ; also securing to Ihe laborer hu- 
mane treatment, reasonable compensation, the 
opportunity of instruction 5 together with the 
right of appeal to the courts in redress of 
wrong, the privilege of commuting, when able, 
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the term of servica required, and the recogni- 
tion and protection of the family relation, and 
should provide the immediate registration of 
all persons now held as slaves. 

<< 4. That, in the opinion of the Convention, 
the adoption of a plan of emancipation, such as 
above indicated, will not only give to the world 
the strongest assurance of the immovable loy- 
alty of the Union men of Missouri, but will 
work wisely, and surely promote the peace of 
the State, the prosperity of its varied interests, 
and the earliest development of its magnificent 
resources.^^ 

Referred to the Committee on Emancipation. 

Mr. Drake called up the resolution offered 
by him yesterday, stating that he desired ac- 
tion upon it. 

Mr. W. P. Hall moved that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Emancipa- 
tion. 



Mr. DiuLKi. I prefer a direct vote upon it j 
I prefer having action upon it now. 

Mr. Hall moved its reference to the com* 
mittee ; the motion was carried. 

Mr. Marvin moved that J. Delahay be ap- 
pointed a folder to the Convention. Lost 

Mr. Birch submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

** lUiolved, That the Committee on Emanci- 
pation be instructed to inquire whether any 
additional legislation is necessary for the pro- 
tection of the institution of domestic slavery 
as guaranteed by the Constitution of this State 
and that of the United States, and that they 
report by ordinance or otherwise." 

The PsBsiDsiiT stated that as the Clerk de- 
sired to bring up the minutes, an early adjourn- 
ment was desirable. 

On motion of Mr. Hough, the Convention 
adjourned to Wednesday, 10 ▲. m. 



THIBD DAY. 



Jkffsrson Citt, 
Wednesday, June 17, 1863. 

The Convention met at 10 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The President. The reading of the journal 
will be dispensed with, the Clerk not being pre- 
pared. 

Robert T. Prewitt having been elected del- 
egate from St. Joseph District, to represent the 
Sixth Senatorial District, came forward and 
presented his credentials. 

Mr. Linton of St Louis offered the follow- 
ing resolutions on emancipation, which were 
read and referred : 

Resolved, That slavery stands condemned in 
the forum of justice and the conscience of 
Christendom. 

lUtolved, That the institution was tolerated 
as an evil, not cherished as a good, by the 
founders of the Republic. 

Rftolved, That emancipation is the right of 
the slave, and the duty of the master. 

Resolved, That by emancipation England and 
France have not only discharged a debt due to 
humanity, but contributed to the prosperity and 
happiness of their colonies. 



Resolvedy That the error, or fault, or crime, 
of slavery lies at the door of the whole people 
of Missouri. The State should guard against 
the infliction of individual losses in her pro- 
gramme of emancipation. All should share in 
the losses, if such there be^ as well as the ben- 
efits resulting therefrom. 

Mr. S. O. ScHoriELD having been elected 
delegate from the Twelfth Senatorial District, 
came forward and presented his credentials. 

ON THE election OF GOVERNOR, ETC 

Mr. EiTZEN introduced the f ollowinf( ordi* 
nance, which was read by the Clerk : 

Be it ordained by the People of the SUUeofMie* 
eo%rtf in Convention aeeembled : 

Section 1. That on the first Monday in Au- 
gust, 1863, a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 
and all other State officers during the term for 
which the present incumbents of said offices 
were appointed by the State Convention, shall 
be elected. 

Sec. 2. That the election provided to be held 
by this ordinance shall be conducted in the 
same manner, in all respects, as now provided 
by the election laws of this State now in force. 

Sec. 3. That the returns of the election for 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and all other 
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8(aite oflcers prorided fbr by ^fs ordinance, 
Bhall be made to the ofice of the Seerttary d 
State, as now provided by law. 

Sec. 4. That the Governor, Lleotenant Gov- 
ernor and the Secietary of State, appointed by 
ordinance of the State Convention, and the 
State officers appointed by the Governor, shall 
hold their offices until the first Monday in No- 
vember, 1S63. 

Sec. 5. That the officers elected by this or- 
dinance shall hold their offices from the first 
Monday in November, 1863, until the expira- 
tion of the term for which the present incum- 
bents of said offices were appointed, and until 
their successors are duly elected and qualified. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph moved to refer it to 
a Committee of five. 

Mr. Drakk. There can be no particular rea- 
son 'why this proposed ordinance should be re- 
ferred to a committee. 1 do not think there is 
any oeces^tty for a reference to a committee 
unless it be to put an immatured ordinance into 
shape. I judge, by readin^^ this ordinance, that 
it is sufficiently complete in itself for the ac- 
complishment of the purpose intended by it; 
and I would suggest to the gentleman from 
Randolph to withdraw his motion and let the 
ordinance come before the Convention imme- 
diately. I would suggest that an ordinance of 
that description, so immediate in its character, 
iboald not be delayed. I move that it be printed 
and laid upon the table, that the members may 
have an opportunity of examining it before it 
becomes a subject of discussion. ' 

Mr. Hall of Buchanan. I call for a division 
on the question. 

Air. Hall of Randolph. I move that the or- 
dinance be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Dbakk. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The result was, ayes 41, noes 35; absent, 
Mr. Birch ; sick, Mr. How i excused from vo- 
tingj Mr. Hall of Buchanan. 

XHX CASE or ▼. MAaMABirKX. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. 1 wish to state, 
Mr. President, in the hearing of the Conven- 
tion, what is not known to some of the mem- 
ben, that the Committee to inquire into the 
case of Mr. Vincent Marmaduke was appsint- 
sd in eonsequenee of a eommiiiQifeatioti from 
the PrbTost Marsha! Genial. I ai^ that that 
cammaiiieation be rttd. 

The conmunleatloA of the Provost Miushal 
General was read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Hall of R. I now ask that the r^ort 
•fttie coocuilttoe ba ftad. 
9 



The teportiand resohitiens of the committee 
were then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. Hall of R. I now beg, for the infor- 
mstion of the members of this body, some of 
whom had not an opportunity of learning the 
particulars of the case, that the remarks of 
Mr. Broadhead be read. 

The remarks of Mr. Broadhead were then 
read from the Jlfittouri Times of the 17th of 
June. 

Mr. Hall of R. I with now to state that, in 
my opinion, this matter seems io call for a re- 
sponse on the part of the Convention. I thought 
a notion to that effect had better come from 
another source ; but as it did not, and perhaps 
for good reasons^ I myself made a motion for 
the appointment of the committee. The com- 
mittee, in considering this matter, did not un. 
dertake to try Mr. Marmaduke, or to say 
whether it was proper he should have a seat in 
this body, nor whether he should be expelled. 
The simple question was whether he should be 
permitted to come here, and whether we de- 
sired that the Commanding General should op- 
pose obstacles to his coming here; Now, I 
thinks sir, as there are no military reasons, 
the Commanding General ought not to inter- 
pose obstacles to Mr. Marmaduke's coming' 
here; but ff there are any other reasons why he 
is not fit to take his seat here, it is for this Con- 
vention to determine, and not the Commanding^ 
General. If the military authorities see no ob- 
jection to his coming here, he ought to be al- 
lowed so to do, to be present at his own tiial. 
I do not know what my opinion may be #hea 
I have heard Marmaduke. It is sufficient for 
me that the Commanding General offers no ob- 
jection to his coming here, and if he has none, 
I think it is unbecoming in this Convention to 
prevent tiie attendance of a member. If thero 
are good grounds for his attendance he has a 
right to be here, and we have the right to expel 
him from this body if we find just cause for so 
doing. The committee have not undertaken to 
say whether the charges against him are just 
or not It is their opinion that he should coms 
here and attend to his own defence. 

Mr. FosTsa. I rise to move that the report 
and resolution of the committee be laid upon 
the table. We are informed by the gentleman 
from Randolph that the committee did not con- 
sider there were any charges against Mr. Vin- 
cent Marmadake. I presume this Convention 
would not undertake to try one of its members 
against whom no charges were preferred. I 
presome, upon the fice of these papers in th^ 
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case here, that this Convention would not un- 
dertake the responsibility of trying him. I un* 
derstand from th« report of the Provost Mar- 
shal General that General Schofield, the Com- 
manding General of this Department, knows of 
no military reason why he may not be here. 
If that be true, sir, and I take it for granted it 
is^ I know of no military reason why he should 
be held a prisoner of war. The only thing 
necessary to enable him to take his seat here is 
to release him $ and as there is no military 
reason for his detention, I think the Command- 
ing General should permit him to take his seat, 
and not ask this Convention to shoulder the re- 
sponsibility of inviting him. If there is no 
reason for holding Marmaduke, it is wrong to 
hold him a prisoner, and if there is, it is equal- 
ly wrong to ask Gen. Schofield to send him 
here | and by no vote or act of mine will i give 
such an invitation. It was not by this Conven- 
tion that Marmaduke was arrested ; he was ar* 
rested by the military authorities of this De- 
partment, and now the Commander says he 
knows of no military reason why he should 
not come here ; therefore there is no military 
reason why he should not be released, so that 
he might be permitted to come. I shall not 
vote to send an invitation to Gen. Schofield, or 
to any one else, though I respect him as a gen- 
tleman, an officer, and a soldier, and as the 
Commanding General of this Department I 
move to lay the report and ^resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I would ask my friend to 
withdraw that motion ona moment. 

Mr. FosTKK. I would Kke to accommodate 
my friend from St. Louis, but, sir, this matter 
has been argued by the gentleman previous to 
this, and I see no reason why the argument on 
^s matter should be continued. 

Mr. Drakb. I call for the ayes and noes. I 
would inquire of the Chair if it is the rule, 
when the ayes and noes are called, that all ex- 
planation is cut off? 

Thk Pebsident. Tes, sir. The rule would 
be defeated if any other course were taken. 

Mr. Deake. I wish to know merely for the 
sake of ascertaining what course will be taken 
In the present instance. At the first meeting of 
this Convention, a motion was made to lay upon 
t)ie tablo a motion made by Mr, I^ong of St. 
Louis to the effect that President Lincoln's mes- 
sage was one of peace, not of war. When that 
iK>te was taken, members explained their votes. 
The records of the Convention show it 



The Pebsident. The rule says that upoa 
questions of this sort no discussion shall be 
allowed. If members explain their votes, it 
occurs to the Chair that it would subvert that 
rule. I am anxious that the Convention itself, 
if there are doubts upon the mind of any mem- 
ber, should settle this question before the vote 
is taken. 

Mr. Deake. I move that «ach member be 
allowed to explain his vote, not occupying 
more than five minutes in doing so. 

Mr. Hall of R. I rise to a question of order. 
The motion to lay upon table takes precedence 
of all other questions, and the gentleman from 
St Louis has no right to make any other mo- 
tion at this time. 

Mr. S. Smith. I wish to ask what will be 
the effect of laying this upon the table ; whe- 
ther it disposes of it for all time or only for 
to-day, and whether it requires more than a 
majority vote to carry it. ^ 

The President. It cannot be carried with- 
out a two -thirds vote. 

Mr. Hall of R. If it is laid upon the table 
the members themselves cut it off. If they de- 
sire to make explanations, they can easily do 
so by moving to lay it upon the table. 

On vote the question was decided in the 
negative^ the result being ayes, 2fi j noes, 50. 

The report and resolution of the committee 
were as follows : 

'^ The Committee to whom was referred the 
communication of the Provost Marshal Gene- 
ral of Missouri, in relation to the case of V. 
Marmaduke, a member of this Convention, beg 
leave to report that, on investigation of the 
grounds of the order of banishment against 
Mr. M., they find no allegation which would 
disqualify him as a member of this body, or 
make it in any respect improper that he should 
be permitted to attend our present session; 
we therefore recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution : 

"JUsoUndy That the Proirost Marshal Gene- 
ral be requested not to interpose obstacles to 
Mr. v. Marmaduke's attendance at this Cod« 
ventlon.*' 

Mr. HiTCHcocKi I propose to amend the 
resolution now before the Hooee by adding, 
^< and that the General Commanding this De- 
partment be requested to commanicate to thii 
body the reasons for the arreait of Y^ Marma- 
duke, and the grounds upon which he stands 
charged with disloyalty. 

^< 2. That due inquiry be made by this body 
as to the conduct and dedaratiomt of T. Mar- 
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madnke touching bit loyalty to the Govern- 
menty with a view to such action thereon as 
the facta may appear to demand." 

U has appeared to me that there has been a 
misconception in this body as to the facts of 
tills case. I understand the fact to be that, for 
reasons which are not given Id detail, the mili- 
tary authorities have arrested Mr. V. Marma- 
duke; that the Commanding General, upon 
the meeting of this Convention, very properly 
communicated to this body the fact that Mar- 
maduke was under arrest, and asked this body 
to take such steps as it thought £t, he having 
no objections to extend his parole, should the 
Convention so desire. I do not understand 
that we are called upon to invite Gen. Scho- 
field to send Marmadoke here, nor does it 
seem the correct view to assume, as gentlemen 
have done, witiiont, perhaps, intending it, that 
a man's being under arrest was equivalent to 
a proof of dislo3ralty. I am not willing to act 
upon such an admission ; and there is nothing, 
as yet, before this body but the simple act of 
arrest. This body is not afraid of the respon- 
sibility of asking for an extension of Marma- 
dnke's parole, neither is the Commanding 
General afraid of the responsibility of permit* 
ting him to come here. It appears that the 
proper coarse for this body to take will be, 
that, while recognizing the fact that there have 
been acts justifying the arrest of Marmaduke, 
tiiat the Commander is disposed to inquire into 
the bases of the^ } but the action of the Con- 
vention is clearly diiVrent from that of the 
Cominanding General. When Mr. Marma- 
doke takes his seat it will be the proper 
time, and it will then be our duty to inquire 
wiiaC his position is, and to take such action 
as may then be deemed advisable. 

Mr. Hall of R. I have no objection my- 
self to adding this resolution to that reported 
by the committee. The committee, I under- 
stand, express themselves willing to accept the 
amendment proposed, and the additional reso- 
hition. 

Mr. Stewart. I am surprised at the anxi- 
ety manifested on the part of the Union men 
for a notorious rebel to participate in the de- 
liberations of this body; particularly when 
the subject to be acted upon is one to which 
every man who is not a rebel, or an active 
sympathizer, ought to be opposed. I was still 
more surprised to see an attempt made to press 
it through the gag. I do not insinuate that 
there has been any foul play; but when that 
motion was made yesterday to preM this 



through under the previous question, I called 
for the ayes and noes. I bad a very substan- 
tial reason for so doing, for 1 take it for 
granted, and I know it to be the fSsct, that peo- 
ple in my district, and I believe through the 
whole State, are opposed to any rebel sympa- 
thizer participating in the deliberations of this 
body. They are satisfied that Marmaduke and 
several other members ought to be expelled for 
uttering treasonable sentiments. I therefore 
asked for the ayes and noes for th^ purpose of 
putting myself straight upon the record, and 
to give an opportunity to those members who 
have been so anxious to press it through u))der 
the gag, to explain their reason. Marmaduke 
is known to every member of this body as a 
secessionist, from his expressions upon this 
floor, and the military were disposed to arrest 
him at the time. They have done so now for 
the highest crime against the United States. 
He is now in the hands of the military, who, I 
suppose, have good reasons for detaining him. 
But he now has the extreme modesty to ask 
this Convention to turn round and Invite Gen. 
Schofield to permit him to come up here to 
this Convention. Now, if he is in the hands 
of Gen. Schofield, he has a right to do with 
him as he pleases, and it would be unbecoming 
on (be part of this Convention to send any in* 
vitation for Marmaduke to take his seat in 
this body. The Commanding General does 
not give any reason why he is under arrest, 
but simply says, if it is the wish of the Con- 
vention, he shall come up; but, perhaps, some 
gentlemen here will now wish that a special 
committee be sent after him as we do when 
we desire the presence of the Governor of the 
State. I am opposed to it in toto. If, while 
he is under arrest, the military authorities 
think proper for him to come up here, let him 
come ; and if they are afraid of violence, let 
them send a force to protect him. I think if 
any man votes for that report he will make a 
very handsome record for himself— at least 
that is my opinion. I should not at all be sur- 
prised if, before this Convention is over, a 
voice should come up from the people of the 
different districts to ask for an investigation 
in the conduct of other members who have 
not yet been expelled. I remember at St. Louis 
when a certain gentleman, whom I know to 
be a rebel, stated in a pvhMe speech that he 
would rather hear the howls of the damned in 
hell, than Hail Colombia, or the Star Spangled 
Banner! It was notorious that, in conse- 
quence of the speeches he made, a peUtiett 
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was sent to this body for his expulsion, and 
when it came up, he appealed to members 
from that section of country to know whether 
he was not a more loyal man than I ; and de- 
clared every abolitionist and every minion of 
Lincoln ought to be run out of the State. 
And yet that man is kept in his seat. Marma* 
duke, in the presence of all of us, made a 
speech almost as rebellious as that. I do not 
think we ought to give him an invitation to 
come. He shall not have my vote. 

Mr. Bush . Mr. President: I cannot view 
this resolution, in the remotest sense, to be an 
invitation to Mr. Marmaduke. Could I so re- 
gard it, I would certainly not vote for it. But 
no member is here by invitation of anybody. 
We have no right to invite, but only to com- 
pel an absent member to attend ; we have no 
right, nor would it be becoming for us to tell 
any General or Judge that he should prevent 
a member from attending, although it would 
be proper to ask for the facts or charges ; and 
in passing on them we have the right and the 
power to expel any member when there is, in 
our opinion, good reason for doing so. 

It is for the loyal people, if they think them- 
selves misrepresented, or represented by a man 
unworthy of the position, to ask this body for 
the ekpulsion of their delegate, as has been 
done by the citizens of the Fourth Senatorial 
District, during our last session. But it seems 
to me deg^ding the delegates of the people, 
clothed with supreme power, to ask of any 
branch of the Grovernment, civil or military, to 
keep a member in arrest for ov sake^-as if we 
were afraid of hit dangerous influence, or 
afraid to exercise ourselves the powers thut be- 
long to iw. In proof of the correctness of my 
position, I will read the rules laid down by your 
ancestors in Parliament, and recognized by 
Congress to this day : 

" And even in case of treason, felony, and 
breach of the peace, to which privilege dues 
not extend as to substance ; yet, in Parliament, 
a member is privileged as to the mode of pro- 
ceeding. The case is first to be laid before the 
House, that it may judge of the fact, and of 
the grounds of the accusation, and how far 
forth the manner of the trial may* concern their 
privilege. Otherwise it would be in the power 
of other branches of the Government, and even 
of ^very priTate maD,iroder pretences of treason, 
4&C., to take any man from bis service in the 
House ; and so as many, one after another, as 
would make the House what he pleaseth.'' ( De- 
eiaioo of the Conmoas on the King's declaring 



Sir John Hotham a traitor— 4 RoBhw. p. 586.) 
So when a member stood indicted of felony, 
<'it was adjudged that he ought to remain of 
the House till conviction. For it may be any 
man's case, who is guiltless, to be accused 
and indicted of felony, or the like crime.'> 
(Lex. Pari. 133.) 

" When it is found necessary for the pnbUe 
service to put a member under arrest, or when, 
on any public inquiry, matter comes out which 
may lead to affect the person of a member, it 
^s the practice immediately to acquaint the 
Hovise, that they may know the reasons for 
such a proceeding, and take such steps as they 
think proper.'^ (2 Hats. 359.) 

Yon are well aware that I have always dif- 
fered, politieaUyy with the gentleman from Sa- 
line (Mr. Marmaduke) — more radically so 
than with any other gentleman on this floor, 
and personally he is almost a stranger to me. 
Nor do I doubt in the least that General Lean 
had good and sufflcient reason for placing him 
under arrest. 

No motives of a personal nature nor polite 
ical affinity therefore, but just, true Radi^ 
calism, which is based on the noblest princi- 
ples of the Ideal of right, of humanity and 
justice, impel me to support the resolution of 
the committee, as amended by my friend from 
St. Louts ; giving however, at the same time, 
notice, that I will ask, if nobody else offers a 
resolution to that effect, that the charges and 
testimony against Mr. Marmaduke be brought 
before this House and referred to a committee, 
and that I will vote to expel the member of 
Saline if the proof s justify such action. 

Mr. BaccKiHRioox. I voted against laying 
on the table the resolution which came from 
the committee, because it seemed to me that 
this was a matter which required direct action 
by this body. I like very much the substitute 
which has t>een accepted by the committee as 
it now stands. I thmk, however, sir, that 
some modification may, with advantage, be 
made. If allowed, I will read two resolutions 
which I propose to offer as substitutes for 
those now before the House— the first for the 
first, and the second for the last : 

Resolvedy In answer to th« communicatioB 
of the Provost Marshal General, that the Con- 
vention has no desire tlut Mr. Vincent Mar- 
maduke should be prevented by military re- 
straint from attending its sessions if, in the 
judgment of the Commanding^ General of the 
Departmteat, there is bo military reason re- 
quiring it. 
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Retolvedy That it U due to the proper dignity 
of the Convention, that investigation ehould 
be had forthwith into the question as to 
whether Mr. V. Marmadyke has been guilty 
of such conduct as requires his expulsion, and 
therefore a Committee of three shall be ap- 
poioted^ whose duty it shall be to inquire into 
the facts and report the result to this body 
without delay. 

The last resolution, o^ered by Mr. Hitch- 
cock, admits the same proposition and an- 
nounces that the conduct of Marmaduke should 
be inquired into ; this, however, puts it in a 
practical form, and I offer it as an entire sub- 
stitute for the original. 

Mr. Hall of R. I desire to say that that 
hardly meets with my approbation as well as 
the original. My friend is one of the smoothest- 
tongued gentlemen in this House ; he gives it 
a better sugar coating, that is all the difference. 

Now, sir, I take these as the facts in the 
ease : that Marmaduke is arrested by the mill, 
tary authority, for what reason I know not ; 
and the Commanding General of this depart- 
ment knows of no military reason why he 
should not be here. Then, sir, why is he de- 
tained ? How, sir, do you and I come here ? 
Governor Gamble issued his proclamation or- 
dering us to come ; you and I and other gen- 
tlemen come here. Why is not Mn Marma- 
duke here ? Does not the proclamation apply 
to him ? Tou and I know of no reason except 
that he is under military arrest The Com- 
manding General tells us that he knows of no 
military reason why he should not be here. 
Then, sir, I say if the Commanding General 
knows of no reason why Marmaduke should 
Bot be here, he ought, as Commander of this 
Department, to release him and let him come. 
I can aee no other reason ) there can be no 
other reason than a desire to shift the respon- 
sibility ; and but for the purpose of obtaining 
an expressed wish on the part of this Conven- 
tion that Marmaduke should take his seat, no 
eommunieation would have been here before 
this body. It is too apparent-^too plain. 

I am not here for the purpose of trying Mr. 
Marmaduke, because there is no charge in this 
bedy against bim, nor am I disposed to enter 
any, and say whether he it or is not guilty ; 
but I am disposed to act upon the facts before 
me, that he is a prisoner, held by military au- 
thority, and that military authority says that 
he knows of no military reason why Mr. Mar- 
maduke should not be here ; then, sir, I say 
that those who hold him under arrest should 



release him. I am not going to say whether 
he is or is not guilty of treason. I never heard 
the man use such language as he is reported to 
have used, and therefore I am not going to act 
upon such an assertion until the case is fairly 
before me. I must insist that this body act 
upon that which legitimately comes before it ; 
act a« statesmen, and not dictate to the military 
authorit}' what it. shall do. I want the gentle* 
men of this Convention to attend to the wishes 
of their constituents ; and I want military men 
to do their duty as military men, and not inter- 
fere with the business of statesmen ; therefore 
1 oppose alike the substitute and the original, 
I am prepared to vote against all, and I shall 
certainly take great pleasure in doing so. 

Mr. HENDEmsoN. I desire to offer the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to the substitute of 
Mr. Breckinridge. Strike out all after ''Re- 
solved," and insert ** That this Convention is 
not informed as to the alleged causes for the 
arrest of Mr. V. Marmaduke, a member of this 
Convention ; and in the absence of any know- 
ledge on the subject, the Convention can see 
no reason why he be not permitted to present 
himself here, if he desires to do so, in order 
that any charges of dialo3ralty alleged against 
him may be considered by this body." 

Gov. Gamble. I will state something of the 
position occupied by Mr. Marmaduke in refer- 
ence to this Convention. Sometime since he 
made a written application to me to know 
whether he would be permitted to attend this 
Convention, and be protected while here. I 
neglected to keep his letter ; I made an endorse- 
ment upon it and returned it ; I can, however, 
state its general purport and my response. 
The object of the application was to know 
whether he would be permitted to attend the 
Convention, and be protected while in attend- 
ance upon it. I replied, by an endorsement 
upon it, that he was a citizen of the United 
States as well as of St. Louis ; that the United 
States authorities were dealing with him, as I 
supposed, for some alleged offences against the 
United States; that I had no control over those 
who had charge of him, and could not there- 
fore interpose any authority to order his at- 
tendance here, or protect bim while here ; that 
his application must be made to the United 
States authorities. 

Although Mr. Marmaduke is a member of 
this Convention, and a citizen of the State of 
Missouri, he is also a citizen of the United 
States, and is now under arrest by the United 
States authority. He thought I was in a posi- 
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tioD in which I could, to some extent, interfere 
with the United States authority ; but I have 
no power to do so ; he is entirely removed from 
the jurisdiction of the State authorities, inas- 
much as he is a prisoner of the United States, 
for certain alleged offences against its Govern- 
- ment ; and we, as citizens of the State of Mis- 
souri, have nothing to do with the question 
whether the United States authorities shall let 
him come here or not. If they are satisfied 
that, as a citizen of the United States, he is no 
longer dangerous, I suppose they will release 
him ; but it is not becoming in this body to ex- 
press a request one way or another as to his 
discharge. ^ 

I have no personal opinion to express con- 
cerning Mr. Marmaduke ; I care nothing about 
him or his views, although he was the first of 
the pack that have for some time been barking 
at my heels ; he was the first to lead off the at- 
tack upon me when he was here at the last 
session of this body. We are to bear in mind 
the single idea, that as a citizen of the United 
States he is being dealt with by the authorities 
of the United States for some alleged offences 
against its Government, and we have nothing 
to do with the question of his release or pun- 
ishment. 

Mr. Hall of R. Will the gentleman permit 
me to explain ? The Convention is induced to 
act upon the subject because the Provost Mar- 
shal General requested them to do so. He 
makes a statement to this Convention repre- 
senting that the Commanding General of the 
District bad no objection to extending the lim- 
its of Mr. Marmaduke's parole, and he ad- 
dresses this application to the Convention as a 
matter of courtesy, io preclude the idea of an 
attempt on his part to facilitate the introduc- 
tion of an improper member into this body. It 
was a courteous act, and all we have to do is 
to reply to it in the same spirit. 

Gov. Gamble. One of the resolutiotts seem- 
ed like a direct request to the military author- 
ities not to detain him. 

Mr. Hall of R. As to the first resolution 
reported by the committee, I satisfied myself 
and so did the Convention, that it was proper 
to let Marmaduke come here, and try him here. 
'^ If the military authorities had no objections to 
his coming, we ought not to interpose obstacles. 
I wrote the resolutions somewhat hastily, and 
I might, with more thought, have put them in 
another form, and I now prefer that of Mr. 
Henderson. But as long as the object Is at- 
tained — that is, to let him come, if there is 



DO good reason against it — the form is unim- 
portant.- 

Gov. Gamble. I rose simply to put this 
body in possession of the view I take 61 the 
matter — that we should submit to his being 
dealt with as a citizen of the United States ; 
but that could he, consistently with the inter- 
ests of the United States, come here, we have 
no objection. 

Mr. Howell. I nsove to amend the si^bsti. 
tute by striking out the second resolution. This 
question has been thrust upon this body by tl^e 
Commanding General of this Department and 
the Provost Marshal General, without any re- 
quest on the part of this body whatever ; never* 
theless it has been respectfully and kindly done, 
and now it is for this body to act, Mr. Mar« 
maduke's arrest was a military one, and doubt- 
less for wise military reasons, and those reasons 
still exist. But while it would be improper, 
in the estimation of Gen. Schofield, to discharge 
him, the reasons which led to his arrest and 
detention do not preclude the extension of his 
parole to this city. All, therefore, we have to 
do is to say that, if there are no military reft* 
sons to forbid his being here, let him come, and 
as for his political offences we will manage 
them. I think the resolutionB offered by Mr. 
Hitchcock, as well as those by Mr. Henderson, 
arrive at these conclusions exactly as we sbould 
do. 

Mr. Lbepbb. It appears to me that there 
are particular reasons why Marmaduke should 
not eome here at all. He is under arrest by 
the military authorities of the United States for 
treasonable conduct, and I am opposed to his 
coming here. Perm>nally, I have no ill feeling 
towards him at all. I think as much of hioiy 
personally, as I do of any rebel in the State. I 
even admire Marmaduke in one respect, and 
that is for his fratikoess. He is a rebel and h« 
says so, and that is better than professing to 
be a loyal man and to be a rebel at heart Bat 
when this matter comes up to the desk, I claim 
to know something about Marmaduke, perhaps 
accidentally, and I know he has been arrested 
for treasonable conduct. I therefore do not 
want Marmaduke here to sit in judgment upon 
the affairs of the people of Missouri, and shall 
vote against his coming into this body at all. 

Mr. Howell. The gentleman makes a state* 
ment of fact which might probably induce me 
to vote against Marmaduke sitting here ; but I 
object to our acting against any man as a civil 
body upon the motion of the military, which, 
I think, has shown a disposition to disconnect 
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y itMlf from its proper spbert of duty. I ^nk^ 
nr^ the motion I made should be adopted^ and 
if aoy member here hat sufficient facts in his 
possemion to authorize an inquiry into the fit- 
Bsss of Marmaduke's hokling^ a seat here, I 
will vote for an inquiry of that kind. 

Mr. Brbckinbidgs. Do I understand that 
file proposition of the gentleman from Monroe 
(Mr. Howell) is simply to strike out the last 
resolution ? 

Mr. HowklXm That is my proposition, sir. 

Mr. BRBCKiNRiDeB. Then the gentleman's 
object could have been accomplished just as 
well by asking for a division of the question. 
I hope the motion to strike out will not prevail. 
It seems to me, as the matter standfl^ that one 
resolution is the proper complement of the 
ether. 

The Commanding General of the Depart- 
ment, through the Provost Marshal Gciieral, 
advises us of the fact that one of the members 
of this body has been arrested on charges of 
disloyalty, and is now held under military re. 
straint. He does not advise us further of the 
grounds of his arrest and detention ; but being 
actuated by a desire not e?en to seem to be 
willing unnecessarily to interfere with the ac- 
tion of this body— considering it to be fully 
competent to deal with a question of this kind; 
and, on the other hand, not wishing to thrust 
upon it a man of suspected lojralty and already 
under military restraint— he simply informs us 
that there is no military reason why his parole 
ihould not be extended so as to permit him to 
take his seat in this body, if the Convention 
dioold so desire, or should have no objection. 
I think great courtesy is shown in thus sub- 
Bitting the matter to this body ; and certainiy 
it is due, not only to the Oeneral, but to our own 
dignity, that some resj^nse should be made. 

This being the state of the case, it is pro- 
posed in the first resolution to state as concise- 
ly as possible that the Convention has no de- 
tire that Mr. Marmaduke should be prevented 
by military restraint from attending its sessions 
if in the opinion of the Commanding Oeneral 
BO mUitary reesons require it We are not 
advised, wre do not know, what the cliarges 
against him are. There are decided imputa- 
tions upon his loyalty, and strong suspicion 
ezbts that he has l>een guilty of treasonable 
atterances and actions, and we know that he 
has been arrested ; still we do not know of any- 
ttiing which would ailbrd a proper basis for 
action la expelling him, nor can we possibly 
declare him innocent This body confident of 



its -own thorough loyalty, and intending to 
purge itself of any members who by their dia- 
loyalty have become unfit to occupy seats in 
it, still must assert its right to pass upon the 
qualifications and privileges of its own mem* 
hers, and does not need any extraneous aid to 
do this. 

So much for the first resolution. Now as te 
that which it is proposed- to strike oat 

That proposes simply the appointment of a 
committee, which shall investigate and report 
whether Mr, Marmaduke should be expelled 
for disloyal practices. As the case stands, 
one of our members has been publicly charged 
with treasonable conduct. We know that he 
has been so charged, and that he has been 
arrested by the military authorities. This is a 
matter of genial public knowledge. Surely 
we cannot properly refuse to investigate his 
conduct, and, if he is found guilty, expel him. 

First, we declare that we have no wish, un- 
less military reasons require It, that i|kilitary 
restraint should be exercised to prevent his 
coming to take his seat ; then, as it seems to 
me, we should accompany this declaration with 
appropriate action for ascertaining forthwith 
whether, if he should come, he shall be per- 
mitted to sit, er aball be expelled— self-respect 
absolutely requires this also. 

The two resolutions should be adopted 
together. The one declaring that we do not 
wish Mr. Marmaduke to be restrained from 
coming, except it be considered desirable for 
military reasons ; the other, that we will— as 
charges have been made which, if true, require 
his expulsion— immediately investigate them, 
and, if sustained, promptly and sternly punish 
him by expulsion. 

I hope the motion to strike out will not pre- 
vail, and that both the resoluUoDS will be 
adopted. 

Mr. HowxLt.. If the gentleman from St 
Louis will submit that resolution as an inde- 
pendent proposition to the one this body 
proposes to submit to the Provost Marshal 
Oeneral, or the authorities of the United States, 
and will state upon his responsibility that he 
has reasons for believing him guilty of dis- 
loyalty, I am willing to vote for a resolution 
that a proper inquiry be made into the conduct 
of Mr. Marmaduke. I am not disposed to 
interfere with the military affairs^f the State, 
and I protest against any and all interference 
on the part of the military authorities with the 
affairs of thU Convention, or with the stotoe of 
any member of It 
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Mr. Hall of R. PerHiit me to soggMt that 
the only purpose of our action now ie a response 
to the letter of the Provost Marshal General. 
The first resolution of the gentleman from St. 
I«oui8 seems to be a fall response^ and the 
tecond would be improper, as it proposes 
action upon a contingency that might never 
arise. 

Mr. BRKCKiNBiDaE. I htve tried to show 
why I thought it due to the proper respect of 
this body that these (wo resolutions, or some 
resolutions embodying the same ideas, should 
be adopted together. I think, too, if the mili- 
tary authorities are disposed to extend Mr. 
Marmaduke's parole, and if he is disposed to 
come, that a proper time should be given him 
to prepare his defence. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I shall oppose the striking 
out of this resolution, and shall support the 
tubstttute as offered by my colleague, (Mr. 
Breckinridge,) preferring its terms, on con- 
sideration, to the hastily drawn amendments 
suggested by myself to the resolution reported 
by the committee. 

Certainly some appropriate response should 
be made to the communication of the Provost 
Marshal General. 1 concur in the approval 
which has been expressed of the spirit and 
purpose of the Commanding General of this 
Department as manifested in that communi- 
cation, and as further elucidated on this ftoor 
by my colleague, the Provost Marshal General. 

The General commanding has not, it appears 
to me, avoided or sought to avoid any respon* 
aibility which belongs to him, nor sought to 
throw any upon this Convention. He has his 
responsibilities, and we have ours. He has 
acted in a very becoming and considerate 
spirit I and I desire that this body shall recog- 
nize and meet all the responsibilities which 
belong to it. 

I cannot agree with gentlemen who fear lest, 
in responding to that communication under the 
•abstitute now before us, we shall put oarselves 
in the position of 'Unviting^' or expressing 
anxiety for Mr. Marmaduke to take his seat j 
though, under the circumstances, I am not 
surprised at the feeling they express. I cer- 
tainly sympathixe with their feeling so far as 
it manifests an unwillingness on their part to 
•it in council with a disloyal man. But this 
•mbetitute contains no such *^ invitation,^' even 
a proof had yet been made before this body, 
which, it is admitted, had not been, of Mr. 
Murmaduke's disloyalty in fact. I do not 
tpeak now of the impressiont or belief of 



members, but of proof upon which thia body 
has a right to act. 

Geatlemen seem to me quite to misconeoiva 
both the purport and the propriety of these two 
resolutions. In my opinion, they should go 
together, and taken together they meet tJM 
whole case. The first is a proper response to 
the Commanding General. It states — and with 
reference, of course, to the amount of informa- 
tion now before the Convention— that this body 
has no desire that one of its members, who has 
signified his desire to take his seat, and for 
whose detention— or rather against the eulargo^ 
ment of whose parole to this city— we are 
informed no military reason exists, should be 
prevented by military force from attending its 
session. This much— not for Mr. Marma« 
duke's sake, but for its own, and for the sake 
of the people of Missouri whom in part he 
represents so long as he remains a member-* 
this body certainly ought to sayj and if the 
case were one involving any wrongful inter- 
ference with the privileges of any member, it 
ought to and would go further. But there is 
no such interference I on the contrary, the 
Commanding General states that he will not 
prevent Mr. Marmadulce's attendance, unleea 
there be objection to it by the Conventioa 
itself. And since it is admitted on all hands 
that no sufficient reason has yet been laid before 
this body to justify it in desiring that his at- 
tendance be prevented, it is exactly right that 
this response be made. 

But while it is true that we are not justified 
by anything yet before us in responding other- 
wise, yet the faet is before us that Mr. Mar^ 
maduke is under arrest for disloyalty, though 
permitted to go on parole. And it is precisely 
because this Convention is a loyal body, and 
bepause I share in the sentiment of those who 
oppose what they consider ''an invitation'' to 
Mr. Marmaduke to take bis seat, that I doaire 
the secofid resolution to stand. That fact, as 
I have said, is not of itself any proof that he 
is guilty of disloyal conduct, nor has any pro- 
per evidence been presented here that he is not 
enUtled to hU seat. This is admitted on aH 
hands i and this being so, this Convention can- 
not assume to treat Mr. Marmaduke as gniltj 
of disloyalty, either directly or indirectly, 
without — to say the very least — forgetting 
what is due to itself as well as to him. But 
that fact, thus officially laid before ue, as well 
as the statements made here to-day, do require 
this body to assert its own purity and dignity 
in examining for itself whether Mr. Marma- 
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dttke is in the position of a disloyal citisea of 
the United States. This Convention leaves it 
to the United States authorities to deal with 
eitizena of the United States charged with dis^ 
loyalty to their Government. But this Con- 
vention ought no less, while declining to con- 
demn or to exclude any member without due 
and impartial inquiry and proper proof, at 
the same tioM to recognize the gravity of the 
charge upon which this arrest has be€» made, 
and for its own sake to express its purpose of 
inquiring into the conduct and position of a 
member desiring to take his seat here under 
the circumstances of this case. . 

Mr. BiKOH. I desire to add to the first reso- 
lution — and it contains an explanation of my 
vote ^— "bat if the Commanding General of i 
this Military Department is in possession of 
any facts or circumstaxices which shall militate 
against his 'privileges' as a member of this 
body, as to reader it proper that they be in- 
qoired into> he be respectfully requested to 
communicate them accordingly." 

The F&ESiDENT. The question is upon strik- 
ing out the second resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for by Mr. 
DsAKs of St Louis, the result was — ayes, 89 ; 
noes, 34. 

Mr. CoMiiroo. I propose to amend as fol- 
lows: 

** Resched, That from present information, 
this body knows of no reason why Mr. Yin- 
cent Marmaduke should not take his seat as 
one of its members." 

Mr. D&AKX. I will state that since I came 
to this Convention I have had a conversation 
with Gen. Loan concerning Mr. Vincent Mar- 
maduke, and Gen. Loan stated to me that Mar- 
maduke was a- prisoner of war, and not a qaan 
arrested for mere disloyalty. He further 
stated, that when in this city, some time agov 
Mr. Majrmaduke had applied to him for an ex- 
tension of his parole, to attend the session of this 
Conyention, which he had refused. Gen. Loan 
stated that Marmaduke had said to him that 
be was a secessionist, and that he expected the 
Southejai Confederacy to establish itself, and 
that he was >ast waiting for that event. And 
mow, sir, if the Convention, after having these 
facta stated to it, can pass the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from Jackson (Mr. Comin- 
go^, they are welcome to do it, so fkr as I am 
concerned. 

Mr. CoMivao. The first resolution is a full 
and complete answer to the letter of the Pro- 
Toat Marshal Qeneial, and that is all we have 



to do with at peasent I withdrww the amende 
ment 

Mr. HBHi»BBaoir. I desire to ask tiie geO' 
tleman from St. Louis (Mr. Drake) if he sup- 
poses mere hearsay testimony from Gen. Loan 
sufficient evidence for this body to act upon in 
referenoa to the rejection of one of ita mem^ 
hers ? 

Mr. Drakb. I will say ta tba gentleman 
from Pike that I certainly should not consider 
it so; but that I should consider It enough to 
prevent tiiis Convention passing the resolntfcm 
of the gentleman from JacksoDi to wMeh alone 
I addressed myself, and which has now been 
withdrawn. But I will state further, for the 
infbrmation of the gentleman fttna Pike, ^lat 
the report of the Committee in the oaae of Y* 
Marmaduke, was based, as the chairman of 
the oommittee himself stated in the presence 
of the Convention, simply upon a conversaHen 
wiuch a member of the eommittae had in the 
lobby of this hall. 

Mr. Hai^i. of B. I told the gentieman that 
my conclusion w^s altogether independent of 
that It is on a natter of law, independent of 
the facts, and is simply this, that if the Con^ 
manding General has no objection to letting 
Mr. Marmaduke come here, and that is all ha 
undertakes to say ; that when he comes will 
be the proper time to make an investigation of 
this nature, or we may make it before, if we 
choose. The matter now before the Convene 
tlon is simply the response to the application 
of the Comnsanding General, tiutt if he haano 
objection, we make none. Although I stated 
what I did in connection with this thing as a 
reason for the course taken, yet, on reflectieii, 
I will state it was not a nuUter that had any- 
thing to do with our response in this case. I 
did state the conversation with Gen. Prke, and 
acting, as we did, somewhat hastily* I made 
that expUnation ; but I consider now that we 
are acting upon the question, aside from the 
merits of the arrest, and I am not now inclined 
to imdertake to pronounce judgment, or to give 
any Indication as to what conclusion I may «!• 
timately come to when the case is more fully 
investigated. 

Mr. DsAK*. I ask that tiie report of the - 
committee be read. 

The report of the oommittee having been 
read by the Clerk, 

Mr. Dbakb eontinned. Look at the case at 
it now stands before this body. The whole 
attempt to throw the responsibility for the de- 
tention of Mannadiike upon the Commanding 
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Oeneral or the Provost Marshal General is 
based upon that report of the committee, which 
•ays that, upon inTestigation, they can find no 
rsojon why Marmaduke should not be permit- 
ted to take his seat here ; and the chairman of 
that committee stated, when the report was 
made, that all the investigation that that com- 
mittee made was a talk with Gen. Price of Jef- 
ferson Ci^ about the matter. 

THE FBOYOBT MARSHAL OBKBBAL AND OBNB- 
RAL FRIOB. 

Mr. Hall of R. The Provost Marshal Gene- 
ral referred me to Gen. Price. The result of 
the conversation I stated to this body. 

Mr. Dbakb. From conversation with the 
Provost Marshal General, who was installed in 
office <Hdy one week ago, who knew nothing: of 
the previous circumstances, and who probably 
had not investigated the matter at all, and by 
referring him to Gen. Price, a resident in Jef- 
ferson City, who knows nothing about it at all, 
we are called upon to declare that there is no 
reason why Marmaduke should not be per- 
mitted to take his seat here ! Now, Mr. Presi* 
dent, I take leave to si^ that, if there was in 
the jail of St Louis a member of this Conven- 
tion, indicted for a high offence, and the jailor 
should send word to us that he was wiUing to 
•end that individual here to attend the sessions 
of tills Convention, sending a guard along with 
him so as to take care of him, we would be as 
much justified in sending a request to that 
jailor to bring him here, that we saw no reif- 
■on why he should not bring him here, as to 
•end such a request in the case of Marmaduke. 
The case is parallel ; for take It m any way 
you please^ the arrest of the man for disloyalty, 
and his being in the custody of the military 
authorities as a prisoner of war, is prima fade 
evidence that there is something against him. 
Now, you are going to pass by all this and dis- 
regard entirdy that apn'ma Jbieit case is made 
out against Marmaduke, and to send an invi* 
tation, couched in courteous language, and 
practically an invitation to Gen. Schoiield and 
Provost Marshal Broadhead to allow Mr. Vln- 
oent Marmaduke to come here and take his 
seat in this Convention, though he is now, as 
■ Gen. Loan declared to me, in custody as a 
prisoner of war. I refer to my first position. 
I will vote against every proposition which 
goes to do an act of that kind on the part of 
this Convention; particularly will I vote 
against it now, since the resolution of my col- 
leagae> based upon the fact of Marmadnke's 
baing in military custody, has been struck out 



and rejected by l^is body, and which admits, 
by that vote, practically, that before it will in- 
stitute any investigation into Blarmaduke's 
case, that somebody shall stand upon this floor 
and make an averment against Marmaduke, 
which shall be the basis of our acdon. 

Mr. Orr. Will the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. Drakb. No, sir, I will not. pEiaughter.] 
I have stood on this floor years before, in an- 
other body, and I know well the drift of the 
question to be asked. I do not allow questions 
to be asked of me while I am speaking. Now, 
sir, (addressing the President,) as one of the 
junior members of this Convention, I make no 
assumption to teadi my seniors in service here ; 
but, sir, due respect for the dignity of this body» 
representing as it does the entire people of the 
State of Missouri, demands that we should not, 
under any circumstances, call for the release 
of a prisoner of war firom the custody of the 
military authorities, that he may come here to 
attend this Convention. Why do not gentle- 
men go to Marion county, or send a request to 
the Provost Marshal General to send another 
member here from that county ? concerning 
whom I saw it stated in the papers that he was 
confined to Marion county by the terms of his 
parole, and therefore could not attend the Con- ' 
vention. And, sir, why do not gentlemen go 
farther South, or into the bush, and find even 
Southern rebels, and invite them to come here 
and attend the sessions of this Convention? 
You have 76 out of 99 members here — more 
than you have had since the first meeting of 
this Convention, if I am not mistaken ; and 
are there not enough here to do the work of 
the great State we represent ? Are there not 
enough here to kill emancipation or to smother 
it? Are there not enough here for all the ex- 
igencies of the State, or even of party, but we 
must send an invitation upon the Iightnin£^ 
wings of the telegraph to Mr. Vincent Marma- 
duke to make up the complement of the con- 
servators of the Interests of Missouri 1 Sir, I 
would die in my seat befbre I would do it 

Mr.' Sol. Smith; I think this matter may- 
be settled without any manifestation of pas- 
sion ; nothing was ever gained by that, that I 
ever knew. Whether Mr. Marmaduke is a 
rebel or a true and loyal man, is not for me to 
decide ; but one thing I know, and that is, that 
I never can be brought to vote for asking any 
military authority, or any other authority, to 
send him here. When I say that, I do not 
wish to prejudge his case, but simply that the 
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niftn's sentlnieBts, m ezpreM«d in thU bodj at 
f6nner lestioiii, were inch at to make hi« 
pretence here anything but desirable. I shall 
Tote against the reec^ution of mj colleague 
from St. Lonit (Mr. Breckinridge), for the 
tame reaton that I TOted for rejecting the re- 
solution offered by the gentleman from Jack- 
son (Mr. Comingo), torwit, that no action is 
required, in my opinion, on the communication 
of the Provost Marshal, except returning a re- 
qiectfril answer declining to interfere in any 
way with ^e matter of Mr. Marmaduke's ar- 
rest I expect to TOte against all propositions 
now before the CouTsntion on this subject If 
Mr. Marmadttke has conmiitted any offence 
cogniaable by the military authorities, let the 
military authorities deal with him ; and when 
tiie matter is settled, if he is acquitted, he will 
be allowed to come and take his seat without 
hindrance. One thing is certain, I shall never 
vote to invite him here, nor to invite the Com- 
manding General to permit him to come. En- 
tertaining the sentiments he does, expressed 
freely, and almost insultingly, at the last ses- 
sion of this body, he is not a member I should 
particularly desire to see in his seat; yet I 
would not lay a straw in his way if he should 
come and claim it He has a right, I suppose, 
to assert (as he did) that this Convention has, 
in nearly all its actions, gone counter to the 
sentiment of the people of the State. From 
his language, which is on record, though some- 
what modified by the kindness of the Beporter, 
we were not left in doubt^ at least 1 was not, 
as to his opinion of our actions here, the most 
important of which was deposing the traitorous 
(jov. Jackson and his pliant tools, the Legisla- 
ture. It was very plain to me that he con- 
sidered a majority of us usurpers of the worst 
kind, and that he wished a restoration of the 
deposed dynasty. Yet, if he were to come here 
and claim his seat, unless charges were brought 
against him and his disloyalty proved, he 
should have his seat 

Mr. President, it is not our province to in- 
terfere in any way with the arrest and deten- 
tion of Mr. Marmaduke by the military au- 
thorities. When they have done with him it 
will be time enough for us to inquire into the 
loyalty or disloyalty of that member, should 
charges be brought against him. If it shall so 
happen, in the course of these proceedings, that 
I can offer a resolution embodying my viewf, I 
propose to ,do so ; at present I shall content 
myself with voting against all action looking 
to interference on behalf of the absent members. 



I have drawn up a resolution which it would 
not be in order to offer now, but which I pro- 
pose to here read for information. [No objec- 
tion being made, the resolution was read :] 

"Re»olved, (in answer to the communication 
of the Provost Marshal concerning the arrett^ 
detention and paroling of YincentMarmaduke,) 
That this Convention iias no wish to express, 
nor any request to make, to the military au- 
thorities, touohing their action in the premises, 
preferring to leave the whole matter in the 
hands of the Commanding General of the Be- 
partment, where it properly belongs." 

Mr. Obs. I have no disposition to infliot a 
speech on this Convention ; I simply wish to 
stand properly before the Convention. I un- 
derstand that each member who is not excluded 
stands here upon an equality ; that all who are 
permitted to be here by the tender mercies of 
bayonets, are here unoonvicted and uncharged 
with any offence, and stiad here upon an 
equality ; and I will do this Convention the 
justice to say that there never has been a body 
of men assembled in this State that displayed 
a bearing and courtesy more admirable than 
this Convention. Notwithstanding this, I take 
the liberty of saying, and I hope it is no viola- 
tion of parliamentary rules, that a man is no 
gentleman who will ask any favor which he is 
not willing to grant to a fellow-member. I got 
up here to ask the gentleman from St Louis a 
question ; it was a civil question, and was asked 
for information. He said, " No, sir; I will not 
be interrupted ; " when but a few minutes be- 
fore he had interrogated another gentleman on 
several occasions, and yet objected to that gen- 
tleman's interrogating him. Why cannot I be 
treated with the respect that he was ? If I un- 
derstand the gentleman aright, he stated to this 
Convention and to the world that the simple 
fitct of a person being under military arrest 
was prima facit evidence that he was gull^ of 
some crime, 

Mr. Dbakb. I did not say that 

Mr. Orb. If the gentleman did not say that 
Vincent Marmaduke's arrest by Gen. T^oan was 
prima facie evidence of his guilt, then I misun- 
derstood him. 

Mr. Dbakb. In due time I will repeat what 
I said. 

Mr. Obb. I do not think there is a doubt 
about it I am under no obligation to defend 
Marmaduke ; but the Commander selected for 
taking charge of the defence of this department 
says there is no charge against him, and t^e 
Provost Marshal General says if there is a wr 
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ten charge Against him, he does not knoir of it 
It is, therefore, the duty of the Commanding 
General to let him come here, and, if there is 
any thing, against him, let his case be heard; 
and this Conyention has conscience enough 
and is willing to do its dnty in the case. This 
Conyention has been acting for the preserva- 
tion and laws of this ootmtry, and it has in it 
some of the best lawyers of the State of Mis- 
souri, and it is not exactly in accordance with 
its dignity to condemn a member of the body 
on a prima facie case of hearsay of something, 
that somebody told somebody else, when the 
accused might come here and defend himself. 
One said there were no charges against him ; 
another said ho was a secessionist ; and Oliver 
Cromwell Loan, the man who arrested me 
without charge, that he might strike terror 
into the hearts of the slave owners, he is a com- 
petent witness; let him come here upon the 
stand, and if he proves that Vincent Marma- 
duke is guilty of anything that prevents his 
acting as a member of this body, I should be 
in favor of turning him out by a prima Jacie. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. Dbakb. I beg leave to trespass one mo- 
ment on the patience of this Convention. The 
gentleman from Green has seen fit to use offen- 
sive language towards me personally. 1 beg 
leave to say that this is the first occasion, since 
I took my seat here, that anything of the kind 
has been done, and I wish the gentleman from 
Green, and every other gentleman, to under- 
stand that I shall take no sort of notice of that 
description of language when used concerning 
me. I shall endeavor, sir, to give no provoca- 
tion for using any harsh language towards me, 
and I shall, hereaf^r, make no response, under 
any circumstances, to any such language. 
Then gentlemen can go on ad libitum. So fkr 
as regards the manner of my response to the 
gentleman from Green, I have simply to say, 
that the manner of my response happened to be 
the manner in which I was speaking at the mo- 
ment. If in the impetuosity of the moment I 
responded to the question of the gentleman 
from Green in a manner that was deemed dis- 
respectful to him, I take great pleasure in beg- 
ging his pardon for it. It certainly was not my 
intention to give ofience; and if the gentleman 
had known me longer, or had seen me under 
circumstances of this kind, he would have 
known I had no such intention. As to the 
statement which the gentleman from Green 



gave of my remarks, I do not tblnk the Con- 
vention will bear ihe gentleman out that I said 
that the arrest of a man and his detention by 
the military authorities was prima fade evi- 
dence that he was guilty of some crime. I 
stated before, what I still consider to be the 
fact, that Marmaduke's being under arrest, was 
prima facie evidence of a ground for his arrest; 
and I say yon cannot deal with a military ar- 
rest on any other ground than that Tou must 
consider, if you sustain the autiiorities of the 
country, that when a man is under military ar- 
rest, it is prima fade evidenee that 'there is 
some ground for it ; not that he is guilty, not 
that he would be convicted before a nulitary 
commission, or before a general commanding, 
or provost marshal, or civil tribunal ; but there 
is prima facie evidence that he has been guilty 
of some off*ence. 
Mr. Orb. Is not that what I said t 
Mr. Drake. You stated that I said that his 
arrest was prima fade evidence that he was 
guilty of some crime. Crime is an offence, but 
every offence is not a crime ; there is a wide 
diff'erence. Believing that the subject has been 
fully discussed, and not knowing that any other 
gentleman wishes to discuss it, and believing 
that it is inconsistent with the dignity of this 
body to be spending time over a matter of this 
kind, I move to lay the whole matter on the 
table, and call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Orr. The gentleman said, if I under, 
stood him, that I bad used offensive language 
towards him. 

Mr. Drake. The gentleman from Green, 
in his remarks, said that no man was a gentle- 
man who would do that to others which he 
would not let others do to him ; and then point* 
ing to my colleague, said that I had questioned 
him while he was speaking, but would not al- 
low the gentleman frt)m Green to question me. 
I regard that as personally offenaive. 

Mr. Orr. I certainly said ibmt. The gmi- 
tlentan said he did not intentionally design to 
wound my feelings or to commit any wrong 
towards me. If that is the fkct, I say that b« 
or any man is incapable of ofl^ding me when 
he does not intend doing it 

The Convention refused to lay the matter 
on the table by the following vote : Ayes, 27 ; 
noes, 44. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned to 
8 o'clock p. M. 
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AFTBBNOON SESSION. 
Convention met at 8 o'clock. 

THE 0A8B OF T. IIABMABUKB. 

Mr. Bridge. I rite for the purpose of ask- 
ing that the vote objecting to the second reso- 
lution offered by the member from St. Louis 
be reconsidered. Decided in the negative. 

Hr. S. Smith. I beg to offer an amend- 
ment, striking out the first resolution, and in- 
serting the following in lieu thereof: 

*^ Itesoivedf In answer to the oommunica- 
tion of the Provost Marshal General con- 
eeming the arrest and detention of Vincent 
Marmaduke, that the committee has no 
wish to express nor any request to make to 
the military authorities touching their ac- 
tion in the premises, preferring to leave 
the whole matter in the hands of the Com- 
manding General of the Department, where 
it properly belongs.*' 

Mr. Stbwaxt. I call for the reading of the 
letter of the Provost Marshal General. I de- 
sire that letter to be read simply to satisfy 
this Convention that they were laboring under 
a mistake all the morning. It has been sup- 
posed, and has been stated here, that that com- 
munication states there is no military reason 
why Marmaduke should be in custody ; it says 
no such thing. There is not one word said as 
to whether he is guilty or innocent ; but it is 
merely a statement made to this Convention, 
that if they wish Mr. Vincent Marmaduke to 
take his seat in this body, the Commanding 
General has no objection, and that his parole 
shall, for that purpose, be extended to Jeffer- 
son City. 

Mr. Dbaks. I move to call the House; 
there are probably twenty members of the 
Convention not here. 

The House was called, and 72 gentlemen 
answered to their names. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of St. L., ftirther 
proceedings under the call were dispensed 
with. 

Mr. BiBOH. I should be gratified if I could 
vote for the amendment of my friend from St 
Louis, and that we could thus get rid of the 
sol^ect here and hereafter ; but, fr^m an atten- 
tive bearing of the last reading of the letter 
from Mr. Broadbead, it seems to me that Gen. 
Scfaofleld has very deferentially left the matter 
to OS. If we allow Mr. Vincent Marmaduke to 
oome and take his seat here again, suliject to any 
coarse this House may inaugoratei the Qem- 



manding General has no objection. It simply 
remains, then, for us to decide whether we 
will permit him to come amongst us and vin- 
dicate himself, if he can. I would therefore 
desire, at the proper time, to offer the follow- 
ing as an amendment : 

** If, however, the Commanding General of 
this Military Department is in possession of 
such fiicts or circumstances as to militate 
against his privileges as a member of this 
body, and to render it proper that they be in- 
quired into, he is respectfully requested to 
communicate them accordingly." 

As a friend— for I have known him and his 
family since manhood — I want him to have 
the opportunity of vindicating himself, of con- 
fronting his accusers face to &ce, as I once 
cUimed for myself; and if it shall be found 
that he has done anything whatever to impair 
his privileges as a member of this body, let 
him come here and stand, peer amongst peers, 
and vindicate himself, if he can. I shall offer 
this amendment at the proper time. 

The Prssidbnt. The question is on agree- 
ing to the amendment offered by Mr. Sol. 
Smith to Mr. Breckinridge's substitute. 

Mr. BusH^ in explanation of his vote. It 
would be strange if we should refuse to act as 
judges in this matter concerning the conduct 
of a member of this body. As the motion to 
reconsider it has been voted down, and as I 
deem it essential that we say to the Command- 
ing General that we have no objection to Mar- 
maduke coming here, that we may investigate 
the matter for ourselves, I shall vote no. 

Mr. CoMiNOO. If I understand aright, the 
substitute as offered by the gentleman from St. 
Louis, (Mr. Breckinridge,) the substance of it 
is that we have no desire to exclude Mr. Mar- 
maduke from his seat. If we refuse to past 
that resdution, or vote for the amendment 
ofllbred by his colleague from 8t» Louis, ( Mr« 
Smith,) we say that we have a desire to exclude 
Mr. Marmaduke frt>m hit seat, though* we 
have not sufficient cause for it. Believing it 
to be the fact that we have no legal cause for 
excluding him frt>m his seat, and that such a 
course would blacken the journals of this Con« 
vention, I vote no . 

Mr. FotTBB. I desire to say, that on a di^ 
rect vote I am prepared to vote no upon any 
proposition that squints at an invitation to Mr. 
Marmaduke to take a teat in this Convention^ 
knowing his proclivities at I do; but I like 
the substitute better than the original, and I 
shall therefore vote aye. 
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Mr. HiTOHOooK. There it no man more 
ready than I to vote upon any proper proof be- 
fore me, for the due punishment of any mem- 
ber who has forfeited his pririleges ; but it is 
not a proper disposition of this question to re- 
Aise to look into it, and throw it back upon the 
Commanding General. We ought to be the 
judges of our own members, and therefore I 
am bound to Tote tio. 

The vote was taken and the amendment re- 
jected. 

Mr. BiROH oflfered his amendment, which 
was read and agreed to. 

The question then was upon the substitute 
offered by Mr. Breckinridge as amended by 
Mr. Birch. x 

Mr. BsBOKiiTBiDGB. The resolution under 
consideration, Mr. President, is one of the 
two offered by me. I have already given my 
reasons for desiring both of them to be adopted, 
and I regret Tery much that it has been the 
pleasure of the ConTentlon to strike out the 
second. I have conversed with a number of 
the gentlemen who voted to strike it out, and 
find there were two prevailing reasons for 
their action. - Some objected to it because 
they thought it improper to incorporate into 
our answer to the communication of the Pro- 
vost Marshal General, a resolution looking to 
the investigation of charges against one of our 
own members ; others, who objected to it be- 
cause they deemed it desirable that Mr. Mar- 
mad uke should be present, or should have op- 
portunity to be present, when an investigation 
into his conduct is had by a committee of this 
body. 

Being assured by a sufficient number of 
those who voted to strike out, that they will 
support such a motion, if hereafter offered, as 
an independent proposition, and they being 
•atisfled that the Convention will raise a com- 
mittee to inquire into Mr. Marmaduke's con- 
duct, which I think, after all that has occur- 
red, the self-respect of thia body requires, I 
vote aye. 

Mr. Hitchcock. For the same or tnnilar 
reasons mentioned by my colleague^ I vote ay§. 

Result of the vote : Ayes, 49 ; noes, 24. 

Mr. Hitchcock offered fo amend by insert- 
ing after the word "desire'^ the following: 
** upon the facts yet properly laid before this 
body." This Convention is not, as a body, in 
possession of evidence which justifies it in 
expressing an opinion that Mr. Marmaduke 
ought not to have a seat here. I wish to draw 
a distinction between evidence of disloyalty 



and mere hearsay statements. The facts 
which have been stated here, by my colleague 
and others, have been hearsay statements} 
and it is in that view 1 wish to say that this 
body is not at present advised in such a manner 
as is due to its members, and as would justify 
it in expressing any other opinion than that, 
if no military reasons prevented, we do not, as 
at present advised, know of any reason why 
Mr. Marmaduke should not be allowed to take 
his seat in this body. 

Mr. Stewart. The proposition as it now 
stands suits me better than it did this hiorninf | 
but I consider that resolution and the report of 
the committee as a direct invitation for Yineent 
Marmadnke to come to this Convention and 
participate in its proceedings. It is an invita* 
tion to General Schofield to send him here; and 
that I consider beneath the dignity of this body. 
The most objectional feature of it has been 
struck out, but I shall nevertheless vote no. 

The President. The question is on the 
passage of the substitute, with the amendment 
of the gentleman from St. Louis, (Mr. Hitch- 
cock.) 
The result was : Ayes, 48 ; noes, 26. 
Mr. Gantt. Having voted eye, 1 now move 
to reconsider the vote just taken, and lay the 
motion on the table. Carried. 

Mr. BaECKiNRiDOB. I now offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Whereas, this Convention has been in- 
formed that Vincent Marmaduke, a mem- 
ber of this body, has been charged with 
disloyalty ; therefore, 

Resolvedy That it is dae to the proper 
dignity of the Convention that investi- 
gation should be had into the question as 
to whether Mr. Vinoent Marmaduke has 
been guilty of such conduct as requires hii 
expulsion ; therefore, a Committee of three 
shall be raised, whose duty it shall be to 
inquire into the fact and repoxi the result 
to this body forthwith. 

Mr. Hall of R. I shall not vote for that 
resolution for two reasons. In the first place, 
if Marmaduke comes here, I do not know that 
there will be any necessity to vote for it ; and 
in the next place, the fact that one gentleman 
has been charged by another witb disloyalty is 
not sufficient reason for the appointment ci a 
committee. Gentlemen use the words hyaltf 
and dUloyaUtf somewhat too freely on this 
floor ; and if we are bound to go into committee 
where one member ehai^ anotiMr with dis- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



7X 



loyalty — a wt>rd with to indefiDite a significa* 
tioD — the whole time of the Convention may be 
taken up with this kind of investigation. I 
shall, therefore, vote against this proposition. 

Mr. Gravsllt. I have during the whole 
time determined, for myself, to interfere in no 
way, by my vote, with the condition of Mr. 
Marmaduke as a prisoner in the hands of the 
Major Qeneral commanding this Department. 
I shall therefore vote no. 

Mr. Ork. I cannot vote for the resolution 
proposed by Mr. Breckinridge for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to investigate the case of 
Mr. Marmaduke forthwith, since I understand 
the resolutions just agreed to requires General 
Schofield to furnish this Convention with the 
charge against Mr. Marmaduke ; and since it 
is apparent that Mr. Marmaduke will be here 
soon, I want to see the matter investigated^ 
bat I want the charges from the General, and 
I want Mr. Marmaduke to have a chance to 
make his defence before this Convention. I 
therefore vote no. 

Mr. Gantt. I canoot vote for the resolution, 
because I think it is premature, until we get 
Mr. Marmaduke before us. When he is here, 
I will vote for an investigation as willingly as 
any man. 

The resolution was carried by the following 
vote : Ayes, 52 ; noes, 25. 

Mr. fiascKiNRiDOX. In accordance with 
parliamentary usage, I may be appointed 
chairman. I desire, Mr. President, that some 
other member may be appointed chairman 5 
not that I am unwilling to incur the labor, but, 
after the part I have taken, I do not think it 
would be exactly proper. 

Mr. HowxLL then moved a reconsideration 
of the vote just taken, which was agreed to. 

A motion to amend by striking o«l |he word 
"forthwith/* was offered by Mr. Howell, 
which was agreed to; the vote being: Ayes^ 
35; noes, 16. 

The resolution as amended was passed. 

WBSTMIIVSTBK 0OLL£OB TEUSTEBS. 

A petition from the Trustees and officers of 
WeslmiDster College, praying for an extension 
of the tone allowed for taking the oath of 
sHegiance, was pressnted by Mr. Fjlood. 

Mr. Flood. It will he recollected that the 
Legislature, on the 23d of March, passed a law 
requiring all Trustees of Inttitutiotts to take 
the oath of allegiknee. A knowledge of the 
fact did not reach the Trustees until the very 
day the term ezpiisd ; it reaehsd them on the 



Slst, and the time expired on the 1st day of 
April. They wish the time extended, so that 
they can grant diplomas to the students. I 
would suggest that a Committee of three be 
appointed to take the case into consideration. 

Messrs. Flood, Hitchcock and Yanbuskirk 
were appointed. 

ON XMANCIPATIOK. 

Mr. Baker introduced the following ordi- 
nance, which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Emancipation : 

AN ORDINANOB TO PROTIDB FOB CXRTAIK 
ABfSNDMBNTS TO THB CONSTITUTION, AND FOR 
THB BlfANOIPATIOM Of BLATB8. 

Whbbbas it is contrary to the spirit and 
genius of a free government for involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, to oontinae^ or to exist therein; 
therefore, 
Be it ordained by the People of the State of 

Missouriy in Convention assembled^ a$ 

followi ; 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude^ 
except for crime^ are abolished; and all 
persons who, upon that day, may be held 
in bondage in this State, as slaves for life, 
are hereby declared forever free. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the county 
courts of the several counties, on the first 
Monday of January, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four, to apprentice the children of 
such persons as may become free by the 
provisions of this ordinance, who may, 
upon that day, *be under the age of twenty- 
one years : Providedy that the owners of 
said children, previous to the first day of 
January next, shall have the preference 
over all others in taking such children as 
apprentices; said apprenticeship to con- 
tinue till such children arrive to the age of 
twenty- one years respectively. 

Sec. 4. The county courts apprenticing 
such children shall require parties apply- 
ing for, or who may be entitled to the in- 
denture, under the provisions of this or- 
dinance, of ehildrsa and persons to ho 
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apprenticed^ to give bond^ "with two or 
more good and sufficient securities^ sever- 
ally^ in the sum of one thousand dollars^ 
conditioned for the full and faithful per- 
formance of the obligations imposed 
upon them by such indentures, as well 
as by any future enactments of law, as 
the master or mistress of such indented 
persons. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of all 
persons holding indentures by virtue of 
this ordinance, in addition to feeding, 
clothing and humanely treating such per- 
sons during the term of their apprentice- 
ship, to teach them a practical know- 
ledge of some useful and laudable trade 
or calling, as well as to teach and edu- 
cate them to read and write : Provided^ 
such persons, after a sufficient trial, may 
be found capable of being so taught and 
educated. 

Sec. 6. Any person or persons to whom 
such indentures are made, or who may 
hold the same under the provisions of 
this ordinance, who shall remove such 
persons so apprenticed from the State, 
during the term of their apprenticeship, 
shall be guilty of a forfeiture of his or 
her bond ; and any person or persons 
who may remove persons so apprenticed 



from the State, without the will or con- 
sent of their masters or mistresses, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable 
with fine and imprisonment, at the dis- 
cretion of the court having cognizance 
of the case. 

Sec. 7. Indentures made under the pro- 
visions of this ordinance may be made as- 
signable by the party or parties to whom 
they were originally made, as well as by 
the assignees holding such apprentices, un- 
der 'the provisions of this ordinance, to be 
approved by the county courts of the coun- 
ties in which the same may have been 
made. 

Sec. 8. Children bom of persons during 
the term of their apprenticeship shall be 
provided for and taken care of, until the 
mother of such children becomes free from 
her indenture, by the master or mistress of 
such mother. 

Mr. Oaa offered the foUowing : 

'* Reaolvedy That the Committee on Emanci- 
pation be requested' to take into consideration 
the propriety of furnishing each negro, when 
freed, a poor white man to work for him.^ 

Which was afterwards withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, the Convention 
then adjourned till Thursday morning at 10 
I o'clock. 



FOURTH DAY. 



JxrFERSON CiTT, 

Thursday, June 18, 1863. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal of yesterday's proceedings read and 
approved. 

Messrs. How, Prewitt and Rowland were 
appointed by the President as the Committee 
on the resolution of Mr. Breckinridge, adopted 
yesterday. 

Mr. Flood offered the following resolution : 

RucHveA, That the following consideration 
should be embraced In any system of emanci* 
tion adopted in the State of Missouri. 



1. That no slaves should be freed over the 
age of 50 years. 

2. No slaves under fifteen years old should 
be freed (without the consent of the owner) 
until said slaves arrive et the age of twenty* 
five years. 

3. No slaves should be freed without the con- 
sent of the owner ]i>etween the ages of fifteen 
and forty years old, until they have served 
their owner or owners tea years. 

4» No slave over forty years old thould be 
freed (without the consent of the owner) under 
five years from the passage of any ordinance of 
esBancipatton. 

0. Noflt«reshouMbef)reed(SfaiMttiiewill 
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of the owner) withoatreasoDable compensation 
being paid said owner. 

Referred to the Committee on Emancipation. 

ON TU£ REPBCSENTATION OP TH£ 27tH SENA- 
TORIAL DISTRICT. 

The following preamble and resolution was 
offered by Mr. McClurg : 

Whbrias an election has been held by 
the people in the Twenty-seventh Sena- 
torial District for the election of a mem- 
ber to this Convention to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the ** removal from 
the State ^' of the Honorable J. Proctor 
Knott, and for the purpose of obtaining 
from the people an expression, in a quiet 
and an orderly manner, upon the .great 
qijestlons now agitating the public mind ; 
and whereas Dr. Bernard Bmns received 
not only a majority of, but all (nine hun- 
dred and fifty-five) votes cast at said elec- 
tion ; therefore. 

Resolved^ That a Special Committee of 
three be appointed to investigate and re- 
port upon the facts connected with said 
election, and the reasons why Dr. B. Bruns 
shoold or should not be admitted to a seat 
in this Convention. 

Mr. McCluro. Mr. President : X rise for 
the purpose of asktng this Convention the adop- 
tion of this resolution, in bebalf of thfe loyal 
constituency of the Twenty-seventh Senatorial 
District and of fhe State. 

I flatter myself that I shall receive an atten- 
tive, hearing as I have be^n a silent member 
through three of the sessions of this Conven- 
^on which. I have attended, and as I am per- 
sonally interested In this questiof) — I mean by 
that, sir, that some of thd St. Louis papers 
have been pleased to denounce in false and 
malicious terms those who have taken pirf in 
thiB etocCion. I took part in it, and snch a 
part that I deem H a duty I dwe to the Gler- 
manfs, especially, of this District, as well as to 
loyal Americans and to myself, td put them 
and myself right before this Convention and 
before ^bt loyal people of the State. If any 
are io be saerificed for going quietly, onferly, 
peaceably to (be polls, and ezpresulh^ X\iett 
seaftmentsby voting for a man advocSffng their 
principles, then I ask to be ^acrific^dtimong a 
few I and that the great mass of ioyat men be 
exonerated from all blame. 

TTie sovereign people of the Twenty^seventb 
District are not aUme io^erest^i ihltsiadeplioii, 
10 



but the people of the State at large. A mo. 
mentous question, or scheme of emancipation, 
is to be acted upon by this Convention at its 
present session, if we act upon the object of 
the call ; a scheme of grave importance, invol- 
viRg the prosperity of the State, in which every 
legal voter has an interest, as our decision will 
be, to some extent, for the' weal or woe of 
every man, woman and child, in the State, and 
will affect generations to come. For a great 
purpose, and at a most interesting and impor- 
tant epoch in the history of our State — when, 
if we act, it is to be determined whether Mis- 
souri shall place herself, by true and wise 
friends, in her destined pathway of prosperity 
and greatness, or, whether, by the infl«ience of 
blinded, supposed interest, the sun on her dial 
shall be made to stan^* still, or indeed turn back, 
until the work of bloodshed and carnage shall 
l>e complete — this Convention has been called. 
This Convention purports to be of the people, 
not in mass, but is supposed to be a full repre- 
sentation of the people by their chosen agents. 
At a time like the present the represent^ition 
should be full. If liberty be worth the price 
of eternal vigilance, and we certainly believe 
it is, we need as many watchmen as possible 
on the towers, true and brave ; who will not 
fear a scar in front, when battling in the cause 
of truth and justice. Sir, such a watchman I 
now present in the name and person of Dr. 
Berhard Bruns. Should any portion of the 
legal voters not be represented; through the 
neglect, inefficiency or mistaken view of any 
official, injustice Is done to that portion and to 
the whole body of loyal constituents. If, from 
any cause, injustice has been done, it is the 
duty of this Convention, representing the peo- 
ple, in the exercise of the primary, full, and 
complete power which it possesses, and which 
I presume no one will dispute, to remove that 
injustice. Should any portion of the people, a 
given district, have, by their own wrong, their 
neglect, placed themselves in the unfortunate 
condition of not being fillly represented, f, for 
one, wbuld say, let Ihem snffer for thefr own 
wrong, if no injustice be done io the remainder 
of the State. 

In this case, Mr. President, we will be able 
td show that, while the question, as #e have 
'stated, interests the whole State, the people of 
the Twenty-seventh -District have used not 
'only due, but unusual, diligence in first at- 
tempting to have an election ordered in the 
manner prescribed by law, and, having failed 
to 'succeed; in refeorthig at last to the only 
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alternative left them: the exercise of th? 
inherent right which they possessed of electing 
their representatives. They, the people, in the 
exercise of that right, after due public notice, 
went to the polls, at the usual place of voting, 
and elected representatives. 

The facts of this case, as I shall state them, 
1 presume no one will attempt to controvert. 
In February, 1861, the Hon. Thomas Scott, 
Hon. J. Proctor Knott, and the humble indi- 
vidual that now has the honor of addressing 
you, were elected from this, the Twenty- 
seventh Senatorial District of Missouri, which 
includes Jefferson City, by a large majority 
over influential competitors, and, it will not be 
denied, were elected at that early day, when 
members were first elected to this Convention, 
as unconditiomal Union men. The three re- 
ceived almost identically the saipQ vote. 
Whether the Hon. Thomas Scott and myself 
have been truly reflecting the will of our con- 
< stituents, agreeably to our professions when in 
the canvass, wUl be proved by the fact that we 
have not been requested to resign our present 
positions, and were| at the election, 4th No- 
vember last, honored by the people with other 
offices. Whether the Hon, J. Proctor ^pott 
truly represented a loyal constituency may he 
shown by the facts that his scrupulousness, at 
the commencement \>t the first session of 
this Convention! in taking the oath, under 
a resolution of this Convention, to support 
the Constitution of the United States and 
that of the State of Missouri, only indicated 
his abhorrence of those instruments, as after- 
wards proven by his refusal to take the oath 
of office required by this Convention ; that he 
refused to recognize the Provisional Govern- 
ment established by this body^ and preferred 
vacating the office of Attorney General of the 
State to taking the required oath ; that in con- 
tempt of the authorities he refused to take the 
oath> and without manifesting sufficient respect 
to tender his resignation of a seat in this Con- 
vention, removed from this State tp the State of 
Kentucky. More than a year since he re- 
moved with his family^ and leaving no taxable 
property. Were he to arrive here to-day, he 
would not be a voter. These facts are noto* 
rious. No one will venture to dispute them. 
My dwelling upon them is unnecessaiiy. Even 
the Governor, I presume, is familiar M^th 
them. 

In consequence of this state of facts, a 
Tacancy existed of one member in the repre- 
sentation to which this Twenfy-ssvsnih Senii* 



torial. District is entitled. A vacancy existed, 
and it did not require a declaration of the 
Governor or of the Convention. More of this 
after a while. 

After the present call of this Convention, 
the loyal citizens of this District, anxious to be 
fully represented, as it was their right, adopted 
a very rational and, it certainly seems, an all- 
sufficient plan for infoming the Governor of & 
fa&t which he had failed to recognize, that a 
vacancy existed. This plan is seen in an 
official letter written by Sheriff H. L. BruD8> 
as follows : 

jErrERSON City, Mo., ) 
April 30, 1863. J 
To the Hon. Hi R. Gamble, 

ProffMonal Ootftmor of MUsouH, 

Sta : As the seat of J. Pfoctot Knott, as a 
memberof the 'State Convention, has become 
vacant by his removal from this State to Ken* 
tucky, a great many of the citizens of this 
Senatorial District have suggested and re- 
quested that an election be held to fill the 
vacancy. As It, will be % verj important 
matter to the people to be fully represented 
in this Convention, I would request, in their 
name, that you cause an election to be held 
to fill the vacancy. ' I am, &c., 

H. L. Bruks, 
Sherif of CoU County, 

IVfr. President, here is an official request, at 
the- solicitation of a great many citizens, as 
stated officially in the ins^ument itself, made 
upon the Governor to order an e]ectioi\, based 
upon the inforn^^tion officially given that a 
vacancy existed| occasioned h^ the removal 
from the State of one who b^d been the in- 
cnmbent. Why Governor Gamble did not see 
proper to order an election to fill the vacancy 
is not for me to say; but the public, the sov- 
ereign p^opfe, will form and indulge their 
opinion. I will ifot say wrong was intended. 

Agreeably to tbe eighth seoCLon of the aotte 
provide for calliivg. this State Conventk)n, It is 
made the duty of the Governor to fill the vacan* 
cy in such cases* If he wer^ not willing to 
inform himself of his duty, the loyal constitu- 
ents qt this District should not be made tp 
suffsr while the remedy c€tn be applied by 
thia Qonxrf lotion. That eighth section ^eads 
thHS ; ^^ In case of vacancy occurring in ssH 
Convention^ by death, resignation, or otherwissi 
of any member, the same shall be filled in the 
same manner as now prescribed by law in. 
filling Tacanctes in the State Senate.'' By 
toraing tf iiwg^: %QZ^ of second volume of • 
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ReTiied Statutes of Missoqri, you will find 
what manner is prescribed by law f^r AlUng 
vacancies in the State Senate^ and, therefore, 
for filling vacancies in this Convention. . Sec- 
tion three is : " Whenever the Governor shall 
receive any resignation, or i^tice of vacancy, 
[observe, " or notice of vacancy,"] or when he 
shall be satisfied of the death of any member 
of either House, during the recess, he shall 
without delay issue a writ of election to supply 
such vacancy." We see, Mr. President, that 
vacancies occurring by death, resignation, or 
otherwise, are to be filled. 

We see further, that the Governor shall issue 
writs of election to supply such vacancies. 
Does the Governor wait, before issuing a writ 
of election, for the Legislature to declare a 
rerdoval from the State, and therefore a vacan- 
cy ? Did you ever bear of such a declaration ? 
No. Neither is it necessary for the Convention, 
for the law requires the Governor to act In 
a contest for a seat we may have heard of the 
fact of removal from the State being inquired 
into by the Legislature. We see that he is 
under his oaih to do so, when ? When he is 
satisfied of a death ? Yes. When he receives 
a resignation ? Tes. But does the law there 
stop and provide for no other case ? No. The 
law says ''whenever the Governor shall re- 
ceive ' notice of vacancy,' he shall issue a writ 
of election." Does this not cover the case in 
hand ? What was Sheri^ Brun's letter ? The 
Governor returned the official letter of SherifiT 
Bruns, with an endorsement^ which is an 
acknowledgement of the notice , having been 
received by him. That endorsement is in these 

words: 

St. X^uis, May 1, 1863. 

Respectfully returned, with the information 
that the Governor has no power to declare the 
seat of Mr. Enott vacant, and the Convention 
most, as it should, act upon the case. 

H. R. Gahblk. 

It cannot be contended that the notice of 
vacancy is not sufficient. The Governor did 
not reply that the notice -could not be recog- 
nized by him as a legal one^ or such as con- 
templated under the law. 

Here, Mr, President, I might dose, my re- 
marks by an appeal to the Iqy^fty of this 
Convention and their sense of justice, and ask, 
in the exercise of the power which it possesses, 
thikt Dr. Bernard Bruns be admitted to the seat 
made vacant by the removal of J. Proctor 
Knott from the State ; bat while I do so appeal 
to the sense, of jastice of this i>ody, dnd ask tlie 



exercise of the power they have of deciding 
upon the election of their own members, I 
conceive it is due to my constituents to make 
some further remarks, that it may not appear 
that we acted in a revolutionary spirit, but, as 
it were, under compulsion, in the only way we 
could act as freemen, justly jealous of our 
rights, and not willing to be deprived of them 
by the mere sweep of the pen of an official — a 
creature of the very sovereign people — a portion 
of whom the attempt was made, though it may 
have been unintentionally or with undue haste, 
to deprive of a sovereign right. 1 shall be slow 
to believe the Governor wished to deprive us of 
a right ; but I ask, with all due respect to his 
aere and acknowledged wisdom, to be permitted 
to say he comJiiitted at least a hasty mist^i^e. 
I do not say he did not state a truth when, in 
the endorsement upon Sheriff Bruns' letter, he 
stated 'Uhe Governor has no power to declare 
the seat^of Mr. Knott vacant." He did. state a 
truth, but one irrelevant to the case. It is not 
within bis province to declare any vacancy } 
but when a vacancy exists, it is his sworn 
duly, when informed, to issue a writ of election 
to fill the vacancy, and a duty clearly pointed 
out when he shall receive a notice of vacancy. 
He does not declare a vacancy in case of a 
death, but a death creates a vacancy^ and 
when he is satisfied of the death, he issues a 
writ of election. In case of a resignation, he 
issues a writ of election to fill a vacancy 
created l>y such resignation. The death or 
resignation creates the vacancy ; not the decla- 
ration of the Governor. So it is in case of 
vacancies arising from any cause, as the law 
says *^ by death, reaign^tion, or otherwise." 
The law-makers wisely presumed that vacan- 
cies would occur '< otherwise " than by death 
or resignation. But the most natural way-^the 
most liable to occur — of causing a vacancy, is 
by removal from the State, without a formal 
resignation in writing. Such was the plan 
adopted by the Hon. J. Proctor Knott j and 
I would a^k what kind of a resignation could 
be more effectual than removal of one's self, 
family and effects to auother State ? It is 
presumed by law-makers that vacancies will be 
made by. '* removal from the State" of th« 
incuinbentf . On page 705 of the first volume 
Revised Statutes of Missouri, section forty-nine 
of the law. regulating elections, you will read, 
<^ if any vacancy shall lisppen in the office of 
Judge of the Supreme Court, Judge of (he 
Circuit Court, Secretary of State, and other 
important officei^,(there designated,) by dtath. 
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resignation, removal from the Stale, or by any 
other ilisqualificatjon, ttic Governor, upon being 
satisfied that such vacancy exists, shall issue 
his writ of election to fill such vacancy.'* In 
the case before us, (he Governor was officittlly 
informed of the removal and vacancy, as has 
been shown $ and, at the sane time, the Gov- 
eraor, of his own personal knowledge, must 
have known what was notorious at the capital 
of the State, especially as he had appointed 
another to the office of Attorney General of 
the State, and as he must have known, what all 
the members on this floor know, that the Hon. 
J. Proctor Knott did not appear as a member 
at the last two sessions of this Convention. 
Neither is he now present. 

The Governor, in his endorsemeiit on the 
Sheriff's letter, says "the Convendon mast 
act." As all cases of vacancies are alike, in 
regard to filling them, under the law, if it were 
necessary for the Convention to have declared 
the seat vacant of the Hon. J. Proctor Knott, 
before the Governor could have issued a writ 
of election, then undoubtedly it is necessary for 
the Convention to declare the seat vacant of 
the *Hon. Littlebury Hendricks, deceased, be- 
fore a writ can be. issued by the Governor ; so 
in the case of the resignation of the Hon. Mr. 
Brown, of Cass ; so in the case of other Hon. 
members at the tine of their resignation or 
death. But the Convention has not acted hi 
any of these cases, and writs issaed and newly 
elected members are here present. They have 
b^en permitted io take seats ! It ii an admis- 
sion that writs of election were properly issued 
in their cases. Such will be a virtual decfaura* 
tion that the Governor did not do his dnty in 
regard to the oase now before us, as the law 
commands him, alike in all cases of vacancy by 
" death, resignation, or otherwise," and espe- 
cially when he shall have received " notice of 
vacancy." If the Governor, from any cause, 
failed to do his duty, shall the good people of 
this district suffer the effect of his wrong, while 
there is a remedy ? That remedy is witii this 
Convention. It has the same powers that thd 
people could exercise were they all together in 
a primary mass convention. 

Had the Governor doubted his authority, hfe 
might properly have ordered the election, that 
a loyal constituency might have been repre- 
sented, and have submitted the case to this 
Convention. Wh6 wouM have been injured 1 
While his (nnt language, in his argument on 
the powers of ihe Convention, at the July ses- 
sion,, 1861, should have removed any scruifles 



from his mind on the subject, he said, " it (the 
Convention) is a body assembled by the people, 
directed by the people themselves, in their 
original capacity." '* It is true," he says, ** that 
an act of (he General Assembly was passed di- 
recting tlie mode in which the people were to 
select the persons who were to be the represen- 
tatives here.'' But still, he says, ** that was 
only a direction, only a part of the machinery 
by which the people were to exercise their ori- 
ginal sovereign right of sending persons to an 
original, extra, and superior constitutional 
body ; of sending their delegates to this body 
with powers such as are not delegated by 
the Constitution — a body not mentioned in 
the Constitution, not contemplated in the Con- 
stitution — with powers that are not delegated 
according to the ordinary machinery, but which 
are delegated by the people in their original 
sovereign capacity, for the purpose of carrying 
out the will of the people." 

Mr. President, what can I say ? It is cer- 
tainly apparent to the members of this Conven- 
tion that an election should have been ordered, 
in the case before us. It was so apparent to 
the people, they felt that, by the refusal, their 
right of franchise was outraged. For a time, 
with the formidable words, " the Governor has 
no power to declare the seat of Mr. Knott va- 
cant," staring the people in the face, the inward 
feeling of disappointment burned silently in 
their breasts. After deliberation and an ex- 
amination of the subject which exposed the 
wrong, intentional or unintentional, this feeling 
of indignation manifested itself by a call of the 
people to the people, the legal voters, to go to 
the polls and vote for the people's candidate to 
represent them — " to delegate power by the 
people, in their original sovereign capacity, for 
the purpose of carrying out the will of the peo- 
ple." Pue notice of said election wa3 given. 
The following is a copy : 

"ELBCTIOW KOTICE. 

**An election is hereby called, to be held at 
t^e usual places of voting In the counties of 
Cole, Camden, Maries, and Miller, on Thurs- 
day, the' llth.of June, 1863, fn accordance with 
existing laws and ordinances, fbr one delegate 
to the Missouri State Convention, in the place 
of James Prodtor Knott, who had refused to 
recognize the Provisional Government — to 
take the oath of loyalty prescribed by the or- 
dinance of the Convention — ha« refhsed to 
attend its sessions, since the establishment of 
the Provisional' Government — and who has 
abandoned his constituents and fled the State, 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



71 



and who has been, for more than a year past, 
with his family, a resident of the State of Ken- 
tnchy. The ConYention is to assemble in J^- 
ferson City, on- June 16th/ under a call of the 
Provisional Government of the State of Mis- 
aoori, for the purpose of ' consulting and acting 
upon the subject of emancipation of slaves, and 
snch other matters as may be connected with 
the peaioe and prospenity of the State.' " 

Mr. President, the aleetion was held in pur- 
Boance oC such notice, given in the time and at 
the plaees required by law, and ii was conduct- 
ed with due regard to the forms and require- 
ments of the law, and in an orderly, quiet and 
peaceable manaer, with pdrfect freedom enjoyed 
by ev«ry voter to vote his own choice. SUec- 
tion returns have been made, and theresult is : 

Dr. Bernard Bruns reoetred. 

In Cole county *• ••-•^ 862 votes. 

" Miller " 888 " 

"Camden" 159 *' 

" Maries " 61 " 

Total.. 966 " 

One other name was announoed in some lo- 
calities, but he received no Tote. 

Short as the time was between putting up 
the notices and the day of election, a vote is 
g^ven that compares favorf^bly (very) with the 
rotes of other districts in'which the usual no- 
tice was given in accordaooe with the Qovem- 
ot'b writs, and in which two and three opposing 
candidates would be presumed to have caused 
interest and excitevaent, and draw out greater 
numbers. 

There was no at^en^pt at deception. There- 
fore circulars were distributed with the princi- 
ples, plainly emmciated, which constit^ted the 
platform : . - 

"1. Immediate emandpi^on with ai^ren- 
ticeship. 

"2. Immediate election to be ordered for 
Goremor and other Stale officers not elected 
hy the people. 

" 8. Declaring the ordinance disfranchising 
rebels permanent. 

'•4. The adjournment of the Convention 
without day." 

The very principles that now are being daily 
declared by the people at their mass meetings 
throughout the State, to be those which they 
demand should be regarded by their delegates 
here present, in their action in this body. 

Mr. President, I leave the case with the 
Convention. As I hare said, X appeal to the 
tfense of justice of the members, to extend to 
Dr. B. Brans what we believe, ii^ their sense of 



justice, they should — a seat as a member of 
this body ; and what the loyal roters of this 
district expect In all tr9th, loyalty has suf- 
fered enough in this State at the hands of its 
enemies ; let it not receire a stunning blow at 
the hands of its friends. 

Mr. President, I would now feel satisfied to 
take my seat, feeling thsit I had discharged my 
duty to my immediate constituents, and to the 
loyal and law-abiding citizens of the State, were 
it not that I am constrained to close by speak- 
ing to what I consider a question of privilege, 
and which I do with feelings of regret It is 
due to the Germans, to the Americans, and to 
myself. I shall read a portion of a communi- 
cation in the St. Louis DaUy Union of the 10th 
inst, over no signature except one star*— a lone 
star — which, however, is in the decline, and, in 
these latter days, has not appeared much above 
a clouded horizon. It represents one whose 
lone idea is that the aristocracy should rule, 
and common people should not be permitted to 
have a voice in ' Gro vernment afiki rs. After al- 
luding to the German papers — We$tliche Pott, 
and Neue Zeit — '< Lone Star " says : IReads 
from the Union.'] The caption of this blood- 
thirsty production is, "American Patience has 
a Limit'* I would more than thank the wri- 
teors of such conmiunicatiQns to give the pubUc 
their names, that they may be shown up in 
their true colon. I will venture the assertion 
that the writer of that article is not only a re- 
volutionist, but a rcbellionist (to make, in part, 
a word for the occasion) ; that he is a rebel, 
though not brave enough to take up arms and 
take the stand of a man, where he belongs, and 
therefore called a sympathizer. Let him disclose 
his name, and I have no doubt about the proof. 
What being, other than a depraved rebel, who 
desires to give aid to the rebellion, would at- 
tempt to cause divisions among loyal men by 
appealing to.national prejudices, and especially 
by the futile attempt to prejudice loyal men 
against the most loyal of all foreigners who 
have been invited and have found refuge and 
citisenship on bur hospitable shores — the Ger- 
mans, even more loyal, in proportion to num- 
bers, than the Americans themselves, so many 
of whom know not how to appreciate the bless- 
ings of their iree Government. I wish that 
writer was half as respectable, learned, intelli- 
gent, or loyal as Dr. Bruns, whom he pleases 
to call a revolutionist. If Dr. Bruns be a revo- 
lutionist, as charged, he is the kind of a one ^ 
that all truly loyal men of this State are. Does 
"Lone Star" know the meaning of the word 
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revolution 9 Does he Buppoise the loyal men can 
have their prgudices arouifed by the use of a 
word he thinks they do not understand ? The 
day for such demagogueism in Missouri is past. 
The day was when the people suffered leaders 
to think for them; now the people think for 
tiiemselves, and they are the leaders. 

Does he suppose they cannot distinguish be- 
tween a revolution and a rebellion ^ Does he 
suppose there are no moral revolutions effected 
except by rebellions in which brute force is 
used ? Cannot there be moral revolutions 
without rebellions ? Indeed, in the case of the 
present rebellion, a nK>ral revolution in our 
State is progressing and almost consummated, 
and caused directly by the rebellion. A revo- 
lution is a turning round ; on the subject of 
slavery, the rebellion has caused a turning 
.round — a revolving, a revolution, a change of 
sentiment and of action. Before the rebellion, 
to perpetuate slavery, the people were willing 
to let it alone in our State. Now they are de- 
termined to destroy it, in order to crush tiie 
rebellion and save the Government. That is a 
turning round — a revolution. But the rebels 
are rebels still. They have not turned round, 
changed in their intentions, and therefore not, 
after they took their unholy position, revolu- 
tionists. In that true meaning of the word. 
Dr. Bruns and the minority of the voters of 
Missouri have been forced by the rebellion to 
become revolutionists, to change round in thehr 
views and actions on the subject of slavery. In 
that sense I am a revolutionist. In tliat sense 
all the loyal men of this district and State are. 
Our force is reason, argument, moral suasion. 
The force of the rebellion is brute force ,* it is 
the bayonet. The bayonet broken, the rebel- 
lion will' cease. Our force, moral principle, 
will live forever. 

The " Lone Star " speaks of " accepting any 
challenge." No challenge has been offered, 
excepting open, manly, fair argument. A 
cause that cannot sustain itself by fair argu- 
ment, ever resorts to violence ; therefore, he 
speaks of '^violence and bloodshed." For the 
same reason that the advocates of sUvery 
could not sustain and perpetuate it by argument 
and morality, they resorted to violence and re- 
bellion. Now, " Lone Star " don't want to fight ; 
he would not go into a hogshead to fight an 
antagonist on this question, each armed with 
a bowie knife. To be brave a man must have 
his courage sustained by the moral conviction 
that he is engaged in a good cause. That Is 
the very reason the rebels could not whip their 



Vfive to one," but to have usually been whip- 
ped when our one to their two. ** Lone Star " 
says on tiie subject of " violence " that " the 
Americans are ready to gratify them " — ^mean- 
ing the Germans. This is spoken in allusion 
to the election in ifne district, and in reference 
to bloodshed. I defy him or any other rebel 
sympathizer to point to any expression from 
this district that violence is desired. That 
sympathizer manifests a total ignorance of this 
T wenty-seventh District and of its voters ; and, 
indeed, he knows nothing about the sentiments 
and feeling of the loyal majority- of the State, 
in this district the voters are thoroughly loyal, 
and the Grermana constitute about one-fourth, 
and are principally in Cole county. In Cam- 
den county but one German vote was given. 
It may be well enough, also, here to state a 
fact or two for the information of others and 
'* Lone Stai*," whd Is Ignorant as to this district 
About the last day of April last the subject of 
this election was talked about in Jefferson City, 
and I think I was present at the very first con- 
versation. I have no recollection of a German 
being present. The very first person that I 
heard suggest the election was a partner of 
mine, Capt. W. D. Murphy, a slaveholder, 
and, by the way, an immediate emancipation- 
ist. I favored the election ; other Americans 
of Jeflbrson favored the election ; other loyal 
Americans in Camden and Miller counties fa.- 
vored the election. The voices and votes of 
loyal Americans and Germans were united on 
the ground of loyalty. The Americans loyal 
to the free government of their native land, 
the Germans loyal to the government of their 
adopted land, the free institutions of which 
they are doing so ifiuch by their bravery to 
sustain, and the prosperity of whidi so much 
by their industry to advance. We respect and 
love all loyal meti, whether from Germany or 
Ireland, Russia or Poland, Italy or Mexico. ^ 
"Lone Star" says, "Who are these men?" 
and answers, " Foreign born citizens." I am 
not, for I was bom in Missouri. My partner 
is not, for he was born in Tennessee and has 
been in Missouri fifty-two years. Three* 
fourths of the voters in the district are not. 
But we care not where a man was bom, though 
in a stable ; if he be loyal we respect him, and 
by his side we will do all that was proposed 
in this election : exercise the right of fireemen 
and go to the polls and express our sentiments 
in a quiet manner. We proposed to. act in no 
other manner. This is our revolution, and 
the only kind of a revolution we have pro- 
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posed. We now propose nothing violent — 
nothing rebeUioas. We quietly ask our Rep- 
resentatire to be admitted to his seat. If the 
seat be refused, we intend to submit. We 
would "not attempt to have the seat by vio- 
lence, or to depose anybody by violence. But 
we will keep the ball revolving, and we will 
be found at the ballot box. There we will 
overwhelm all such as "Lone Star" and all 
who respect his cry. I say we propose no vi- 
olence, no bloodshed, but we might imitate the 
language of ** Lone Star " and say ; " Ameri- 
can loyalty may have a limit in forbearance." 
I say, no violence ; but, like the deep, silent, 
mighty river of the plain, swollen by ten 
thousand rivulets, our course will be onward 
and irresistible. 

Mr. BaoAnHEAD. I had intended to take but 
little^ if any, part in the debates of this Con- 
▼ention^ having come here for quick delibera- 
tion and speedy action on the question which 
has brought this body together ; but I caiinot 
let Ibis proposition pass without notice. The 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Cam- 
den deserves more than ordinary consideration, 
eoming^ as it does, from a man who has recent- 
ly been elected to a high position in the coun- 
cils of the nation^ and who exercises a large 
influence in the community in which he re- 
sides. 

It is a most extraordinary proposition, and 
I am astonishedi more than astonished, am 
grieved, to find such a proposition coming from 
iQch a man. 

The gentleman speaks of the momentous 
question which brought this Convention to- 
gether. The slavery question, the qnestion of 
efflADcipatlon> sinks into utter insignificance 
before that embraced in the resolution now be- 
fore us; it is the most momentous of all ques- 
tions which has been, or can be, submitted to 
the consideration of this body. 

This body, Mr. President, is not a revolur 
tionary body. It has been called into existence 
in pursuance of existing forms of law, and by 
virtue of the living principles of the Constitu- 
tioD; we have followed the beaten paths io 
which our fathers trod — the republican theory 
of government ; we have been guided by the 
American doctrine of oonstitutiooal liberty, 
which always has some landmarks to guide us 
in the road to progress. We have not travelled 
in the dark ; at every step in our pathway we 
have been guided by the light of established 
principles, embraced in the provisions of a 
written, fundamental law. This is the law of 



our political existence, the foundation of Amer- 
ican liberty. 

The great and distinguishing doctrine taught 
by those who established the theory of Repub- 
lican government on this continent was that 
the fundamental law governing our political 
societies in the different States of the Union, 
and in the Union itself, is to be found, not in 
the decrees of courts upon the unwritten law ; 
not in the customs of nations, nor in the breasts 
of princes } nor yet in the resolves of the peo- 
ple, expressed in mass meetings, or at irregular 
assemblages of individuals, but in vtritten Con» 
ititutiom. These Constitutions we must obey, 
even in changing them ; that is, we must obey 
the principle which lies at the bottom of them, 
or else we destroy the true theory of republi- 
can government, and become revolutionists. 
Those constitutions provide for their own 
amendment, and this Convention has been call- 
ed into existence in pursuance of one of those 
provisions. 

The Bill of Rights, which is a part of the 
Constitution, declares — 

*' That the people of this State have the in- 
herent, sole and exclusive right of regulating 
the internal government and police thereof, 
and of altering and abolishing their Constitu- 
tion and form of government whenever it may 
be necessary to their safety and happiness.*' 

In making these changes, in altering these 
forms of government, we must have reference 
to the provisions of the Constitution as a start- 
ing poin|, else we meet with insuperable diffi- 
culties at the very threshold. What people may 
thus make changes in their form of govern- 
ment? This question must be determined by 
reference to the provisions of the Constitution, 
else how are we to determine who shall exer- 
cise this sovereign power? If the Constitu- 
tion furnishes no rule, who shall say that per- 
sons of all ages, sexes and conditions of soci- 
ety may not participate in the proceedings? 
Why n^y not the blackf as well as the whites, 
aliens as well as the native-born and naturalized 
citizens, women and boys as well as men, take 
part in the proposed political movement ? But 
to solve all these difficulties the Constitution 
has declared who the people are. 

The preamble to the Constitution declares 
that <' We, the people of Missouri, inhabiting 
the limits hereinafter designated, do agree to 
iform,'' &c. This determines what people it 
referred to— *the people inhabiting a particular 
district of country, they ordain and establish 
the government for the State of Missouri. The 
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powers of this government are then divided 
into three departments, and are to be exercised 
by representatives chosen by the people. The 
same instrument then determines who may vote 
for these representatives 5 in other words, who 
the people are. It declares that— 

" Every free white male citizen of the Uni- 
ted States, who shall have attained the age of 
twenty-ooe years, and who shall have resided 
in the State one year before an electioD, tho 
last three monthd whereof shall have been in 
the county or district in which he offers to vote, 
shall be deemed a qualified elector of all elec- 
tive officers.'' 

So that the people who make the Constitu- 
tion, and the people who might alter the f un- 
dament£^ law, are none other than those who 
were at the time declared to be vested with 
political power, and such persons who shooM 
come after them, residing within the same ter- 
ritory, and professing the aame qualifications. 
This much we get from the Constitution $ and 
this much of that instrument we must ob^ in 
the first step toward political reform. 

But we get more than this from the Consti- 
tution. It is "the people of the Slate" who 
are vested with this sovereign political power \ 
not the people of a neighborhood ; not the peo- 
ple of Jefferson City or of Cole county, nor 
even of a Senatorial district, but the people of 
the State of Missouri. There is, there can be 
no certain or safe way of determining who the 
people are, or how their wishes may be ex- 
pressed in reference to a change or amendment 
to their system of government, except through 
the medium of existing forms of law. I may 
say there is no way whatever, except by revo- 
lution, and revolution has no rule except the 
rule of the strongest 

This Convention was balled together in pur- 
suance of the pro^sions of an act of the Leg- 
islature, passed on the 21st of January, 1861. 
That act provided for the election of delegates 
from the different Senatorial districts of the 
State. It fixed the (fialification of the dele- 
gates; it provided how the vote should be 
counted, and declared, in very general terms, 
the object and powers of the Convention ; and 
the eighth section of the act provided for the 
mode of filling vacancies. The people of the 
State acted upon the suggestion or call thus 
made by the Legislature, and, by the largest 
vote which has ever been polled in the State, 
elected delegates to the Convention. The peo- 
ple, in their primary capacity, and in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of the Constitution, have 



chosen, as their representatives, a body which 
may change, alter or amend their Constitution; 
and this law, thus sanctioned by the people, 
has become the charter, or power of attorney, 
by which the Convention may act It is bind- 
ing upon our action, not because the Legisla* . 
ture has passed it, but because the people have 
adopted it. Hence all the provisions of the act 
in reference to the qualification of the dele- 
gates ; the mode of their election ; the districts 
from which they are to be elected ; the rules 
which may be adopted for the government of 
the body ; the mode of determining contested 
elections and of filling vacancies, have become 
laws to this Convention, and no fractional por- 
tion of the people can change them or nullifjr 
them, or set them at naught, without revolu- 
tion. If we abandon these landmarks, what 
is to be our guide?. How can we say who 
shall vote, or from what districts the delegates 
are to be elected, or what is to be their quaK* 
fieatlon? 

But We are not plunged into this chaos of 
doubt and uncertainty, out of the darkness of 
which no man knows how we might emerge. 
We place ourselves upon the Oonstitotion, and 
from this stand-point we have undertaken to 
make important changes — such changes as we 
deemed necessary to protect «ar political insti- 
tutions from the havoc <^ rebellion and revolu- 
tion. If we fail in making other changes deem- 
ed necessary for the public good, we have the 
consolation to know that we have the old plat- 
form of the Constitution left to stand upon; 
but if we begin with revolution, with a break- 
ing up of the existing order of things, we may 
get something better, or we may get something 
worse than we had before, or we may get 
nothing that has the semblance of republican- 
ism about it ; we may be left in the darkness of 
anarchy, or find ourselves covered with the pall 
of despotism. 

The gentleman admits that the proceeding In 
the case of the election of Dr. Bruns was not 
in accordance with the law, but pleads that 
this was the only alternative left to the people 
of his district, because Governor Gamble had 
failed to call an election. He admits the at- 
tempted revolution and even accepts the name, 
but undertakes to dignify it with the name of 
progress — change. All revolution is change, 
but all changers not revolution. Change may 
be, and is, under our republican theory, orderly 
and peaceful ; revolution is without order and 
violent. A distinguished Frenchman, who him- 
self has passed through the scenes of two rev- 
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olutionsj tells us that the *^ brutalities of pro- 
l^ess are called revolution." The aspirations 
after progress^ which belong to civilized man^ 
and peculiarly to our own race, I would not 
repress in any people ; but let us b«^ saved from 
the brutalities of progress. The workman, 
who has laid his foundation deep in the solid 
earthy proceeds to erect his edifice ; if he finds 
the materials defective, he throws them aside 
to procures others in their stead ; he may change 
the plan of the building, but the foundation re^ 
mains unchanged. So it is with our American 
system of government Our forefathers search- 
ed the records of past ages^ and, gathering all 
the materials which the history of other na- 
tions could afford^ have laid the foundation of 
American liberty in written constitutions. 
Upon this they erected their political edifice. 
Those constitutions provide for their own 
amendment^ by peaceful, quiet, and orderly 
change. This' is progress^ but not revolution. 

The act of the Legislature to which I have 
referred^ provides for the manner in which va- 
cancies are to be filled in this body, and in no 
other way can they be legitimately filled. The 
Governor is required to issue his proclamation 
calling an election. This^ it is admitted, he 
has failed to do ; and a mass meeting, com- 
posed of some of the citizens of Cole county, 
have usurped the functions of the gubernatorial 
office and ordered an election ; and they mod- 
estly ask iis> the representatives of the balance 
of the State, to bow to their executive man- 
date. They admit, through their advocate here, 
the gentleman from Camden, that it is in vio- 
lation of law, but they say they are the people ; 
*< the Governor has failed to do his duty, and 
therefore we will take his place and perform 
his functions." 

Now, I should have been gjad to have seen 
an election for a delegate in the place of a man 
who I have no doubt is unfit to be a member of 
this body. I have not examined the question 
to see whether, from the facts as stated, the 
Governor ought to have ordered an election. I 
do not doubt, however, but that he has dis- 
charged his duty under the law, for he is a 
good lawyer, and an honest man. But, a.l- 
mittiog that he has failed to discharge his duty, 
does that vacate his ofi[ice and put in the people 
of Cole county to supply the vacancy ? The 
gentleman says the people of his district had 
no other alternative. I say they had no alter- 
native but either to obey the law or submit. 
He tells us there were nine hundred loyal voters 
for Dr. Bruns — about one-third, perhaps, of the 



loyal voters of his district — and the others may 
not have voted, and doubtless did not vote, for 
the simple reason that they did not believe that 
a mass meeting in Jefferson City, or the sheriff 
of Cole county, had the right to act as Gov- 
ernor, and paid no attention to their proclama- 
tion. What right, then, has he even to say 
that people of his district have made this elec- 
tion ? 

The gentleman has much to say about his 
lo^al constituents, whose claims he is advocating, 
while he is at the same time flaunting his pro- 
position in the very face of the law. This is 
a species of loyalty which, I confess, I do not 
understand. American loyally, he says, too, 
may have a limit I trusty Mr. President, that 
such loyalty may have a limit He does not 
intend violence, but if defeated here will keep 
the ball in motion. This, coupled with the 
declaration that American loifalty may have a 
limit, implies a threat which, I must say, I re- 
gret should have fallen from the gentleman, 
for I had hoped for better things from him. 
Our own beloved State has suflered already 
sufiSciently from this rebellion. I bad hoped 
that her wounds were beginning to be healed, 
that her citizens might once more resume the 
avocations of peaceful industry ; but here we 
have the threat of another revolution an^ the 
promise of new fields of carnage. 

Mr. President, I trust that this threat is lui 
unmeaning one"; I trust that our lacerated and 
bleeding commonwealth may be permitted at 
least a season of repose before she is plunged 
again into^the vortex of anarchy and revolu- 
tion. 

The spirit which inaugurated the present 
rebellion was the spirit of anarchy; it com- 
moneed its work of desolation by violating the 
Constitution and setting at defiance the au- 
thority of the Government and the laws, and 
every step in its progress hoji marked the char- 
acter of its origin. The conspirators wanted 
a new constitution of government with slavery 
aa its comer stone ; the loyal citizens of the 
country wanted no change, and least of all 
such change as this would bring them. To 
admit that there was an inherent defect in the 
Constitution, which could only be remedied by 
revolution, is to justify the rebellion, for it 
claims nothing more; and so to admit that 
there la a defect in our laws, or in the execu- 
tion of them, which can only be met by revo- 
lution, is, to say the least of it, a strange posi- 
tion for loyal men to assume. 

The gentleman has had much to say abont 
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a lone star, in regard to which I know nothing ; 
but there is one lone star which I am willing 
to worship— the star of constitutional liberty. 
It guided our fathers through the dark and 
troubled night of seven years' struggle; I 
trust it watches over us yet. When its light 
shall be blotted out— and I must confess that 
the signs of the times do seem to forebode such 
a catastrophe — ^who can say what may be our 
fate ! Tossed upon the troubled sea of revo- 
lution, what light shall guide us then? Mr. 
President, I hope that this ^Convention will 
put its foot upon this proposition. Let it come 
from what source it may, whether from Ger- 
mans or Americans, it matters not to me, it 
deserves our condemnation, and should re- 
ceive it. 

Mr. Stewart. I am one of those who ad- 
mit that we are in the midst of a revolution, 
and perhaps the greatest the world has ever 
seen, and 1 feel disposed, as I suppose many 
other gentlemen on this floor do, to take a 
hand in it myself I do not know but that the 
action of this Convention is revolutionary ; 
and when Jackson and his traitorous and in- 
fernal Legislature were kicked out, I think we 
were acting in a somewhat revolutionary way ; 
and who, I ask, can justify the sitting of this 
Convention one moment longer trhen we have 
no Governor elected by the people? When 
this Convention was called it was for no other 
purpose than to decide the relations of this 
State to the General Government, and whether 
the State of Missouri should remain in the 
Union or not — when foul traitors attempted to 
take the State out of the Union, backed up by 
as damnable a set of demagogues as the Al- 
mighty ever permitted to live. When this 
Convention decided that Missouri should re- 
main in the Union, its functions had expended 
themselves; and when it had effected the 
whole purpose for which it was assembled, it 
ought to have given its power back into the 
hands of the people. But how is it now ? Is 
there peace and satisfaction throughout the 
State? I do not pretend there is anything 
wrong, but It is the opinion of many people in 
this State that Missouri is worse off to-day 
than when the Provisional Government com- 
menced ; that there is more jayhawking and 
bushwhacking, and many people believe it is 
because the Provisional (Government is not an 
exponent of the will of the people. I regard 
the election of Dr. Bruns as much in accord- 
ance with the letter and spirit of the law as 
the calling and action of this Convention. The 



people now desire and are determined to be 
heard through their chosen representatives, 
and, my word for it, they win not be satisfied 
with less than their rights in this respect 

Gov. Gamble. I learn, Mr. President, on 
coming into the hall, that a member has thought/ 
proper to assail me for not issuing a writ of 
election to fill the seat of Mr. Knott, who is 
said to have removed to Kentucky. I hope I 
shall be excused, sir, in showing that the 
member who makes the attack knows nothing 
about the subject. 

This Convention was chosen under an act 
which provides that vacancies in this body are 
to be filled in the same manner as vacancies in 
the Senate. How are such vacancies to be 
filled ? The second section of -the act concern- 
ing the Legislature, in the Revised Code, 
provides that '^ if any member elected to either 
House of the General Assembly shall resign io 
the recess thereof, he shall address and trans- 
init his resignation in writing to the Governor; 
and when any such member shall resign during 
any session, he shall address his resignation in 
writing to the presiding officer of the House of 
which he is a member, which shall be entered 
on the journal ; in which case, and in all cases 
of vacancies happening or being declared dm'mg 
any session of the General Assembly, by death, 
expulsion, or otherwise, thie presiding officer 
of the House In which such vacancy shall, 
happen shall immediately notify the Governor 
thereof." 

The third section of the act then provides 
that " whenever the Governor shall receive any 
resignation or notice of vacancy, or when he 
shall be satisfied of the death of any member 
of either House during the recess, he shall 
without delay issue a writ of election to supply 
such vacancy." >, 

These two sections contain all the law on 
the subject. The Governor is to issue a writ 
of election in one of three cases : First, when 
a resignation is made in vacation or recess, it 
is to be addressed to him, and be is then to have 
knowledge of the vacancy ; second, when t 
resignation takes place during a session, it is 
communicated to the House to which the 
member belongs; and when a member dies 
during a session, or his seat is declared vacant 
on accotmt ofhU expulsion^ or othervfUe, in all 
such cases of vacancy the Governor receives 
notice of the vacancy from the presiding officer 
of the proper House j third, when the Governor 
obtains satisfactory information of the death 
of a member in recess. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



m 



Now, it is not said either that Mr. EDott has 
resigned, or that his seat has been declared 
vacant by this body, or that he is dead. It 
is not pretended that in any of the modes pro- 
vided for in this law the Governor has received 
■notice of a vacancy in the seat of Mr. Knott. 
Where, then, is any authority to be found for 
issuing a writ of election ? 

A sheriff of one of the counties of Mr. 
Knott's district sends a note to the Governor, 
inforniDg him that Mr. Knott has removed to 
Kentucky, and thereby vacated his seat. Who 
gave (bis sheriff any authority to declare the 
seat vacant? Suppose all the sheriffs of the 
different counties in tho district had united in 
notifying the Governor that the seat was vacant 
by the removal of the member, who gave them 
the power to pass upon the Question of such 
vacancy? l^is body alone can declare the 
seat vacant. 

Wliat questions are involved in the change of 
domlcil which Mr. Knott is supposed to have 
Bade, arnl by which it Is supposed he has 
vacated his seat ? First, then, is to be the fact 
of removal, and second, the purpose for which 
it was mad e. If the removal has actually taken 
place, we are to ascertain the intent of the 
party. If he has gone for a temporary pur- 
pose, although he toay be absent for years, he 
does not lose his domicil. I was absent from 
this State more than a year before I was elected 
to this' body, and all the members of my family 
were with me; but my purpose in going was 
to attend to the education of my children, and 
I claimed all the time to be a citizen of Mis- 
souri, intending to return to my home here when 
my object was accomplished. No person was 
itapid enough to pretend that I had lost any of 
my privileges as a citizen of this State. So a 
merchant might be absent at Canton for years, 
trading with the Chinese, without losing his 
domicil here. 

It may be a very proper question for this 
body to determine whether one of its members 
bas abandoned the State to take up his per- 
Bianent abode in Kentucky, but we will not 
allow the sheriff of Cole county to decide any 
such question, nor to declare the seat of a 
member vacant, when the law confers no such 
power upon him. 

There was, then, clearly no cause for the 
Governor to issue a writ of election^ and the 
proceeding of citizens to an election of a mem- 
ber of this body without such writ is a mere 
nullity, entitled to no consideration. 
I have nothing to do with the fact that the \ 



actors in this affair are Germans — the same 
rule applies to citizens of all classes. Nor 
have I anything to say about the revolutionary 
character of the proceeding. I view it as a 
mere question of law ; and I think I may say 
that the mere statement of the law sufficiently 
proves that the member who has assailed the 
Executive for not issuing a writ of election is 
totally i^orant of the subject upon which he 
has spoken. 

Mr. Drake. The question involved in this 
matter having been so fully discussed, I should 
content myself with voting for it^ but some cir- 
cumstances make it expedient that I should 
express my opinion about it. I regret, ex- 
ceedingly, the introduction of this matter here. 
When the subject was mentioned to me in St. 
Louis sometime ago, that it was in contempla- 
tion to bring the matter up here,I earnesUy ad-^ 
vised the gentleman who mentioned the matter 
to me, to prevent anything of the kind if possi- 
ble ; and since I came to this city, and learned 
that such a movement was contemplated as 
that now before us, I have, with every one 
with whom I have spoken in regard to it, urged 
that it should not be brought up. X can view 
the matter only in one light. I would rejoici 
very much, indeed, to see a representation here 
of the Twenty-seventh Senatorial District In 
place of Mr. Knolt, because I believe that a 
delegate elected from that district now would 
probably accord with me in his views with re- 
gard to the great questions which have come up 
before this body, particularly on the great ques- 
tion of emancipation. I would indeed rejoice to 
add one more to that, I fear, little band who de- 
sire that this great question should be brought 
to a successful consummation by this Convention 
at this time. But, as I said in regard to another 
matter that came up the other day, were I cer- 
tain that upon this question of emancipation 
this Convention would be equally divided, one 
half in favor of immediate emancipation, and 
the other half in favor of gradual emancipation, 
or of no emancipation, and that they stood in- 
exorable, without the possibility of a single 
member moving from one side to the other, or 
any other condition of things by which, by the 
admission of Dr. Bruns, I could carry out 
my most cherished desires upon this subject, I 
could not vote for his admission. [Cheers.] 

I cannot consent, Mr. President, to lay aside 
my conviction as to what is the law in this 
case, and our duty to uphold that law, to carry 
out any project, however I believe it would 
redound to the glory and good of Missouri^ for 
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all time to come. The g^entlemen who have 
spoken against this proposition— especially the 
Governor, who has set forth the law appertain- 
ing to this matter so clearly — ^seem to leave noth- 
ing further in the way of legal argument to be 
addressed to the Convention. I believe that this 
Convention might, if it saw fit, in the exercise of 
the sovereigo power that belongs to it, as a mat- 
ter of favor to the people of the Twenty-seventh 
Senatorial District, allow them to be represented 
by a member informally elected ; but though we 
have all the power with which the people can 
endow us, if we were to exercise that power 
in this case, I do not know where would be the 
dividing Hue over which we must not step. 
But even with that conviction resting upon my 
. mind, and with the earnest desire I entertain 
in regard to the subject of emancipation, I 
considtfr this matter so clearly in violation of 
the Constitution and law of this State, so en- 
tirely irreconcilable with the right way of ac- 
complishing results, and so dangerous in its ten- 
dencies, that if we allow this thing in favor to 
the people of the Twenty-seventh Senatorial 
District, where are we to stop in similar al- 
lowances to others ? I believe it so entirely 
wanting in any authority of law, and so entire- 
ly against all my views of a strict and firm 
adherence to constitutional and written law, 
that I confess, Mr. President, I canhot con- 
ceive of any instance in which I could be in- 
duced to vote for the admission of a member 
to this body elected in this manner. 

Mr. McCLuao. It may be a bold assertion 
for one who has not heretofore participated in 
debate, or been in the habit of addressing pub- 
lic assemblies to say j but I nevertheless assert 
that I do know, under the law, what was the 
duty of. the Governor in regard to ordering this 
election. It may seem ridiculous, I admit, for 
one of my age, and not a lawyer by profession, 
though my business has not been wholly un- 
connected with it) to differ with the Governor, 
one who has been on the bench ; but, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I believe I understand the English lan- 
guage, and I wish carefully to read section 2, 
(referred to and read by the Governor,} and 
if there is a member here, after a careful pe- 
rusal of that section, who will rise and say it 
does not apply to cases of vacancy during the 
sessions of the General Assembly, I agree not 
to open my mouth again in this or any other 
body. It applies only to vacancies occurring 
during the General Assembly, and the third 
section applies to vacancies that may arise 
when there is no session of the General As- 



sembly. *' If any member elected shall resign 
in the recess thereof, during any sessioa of the 
General Assembly, by death, expulstoo, or 
otherwise, the presiding officer of the House 
in which such vacancy shall occur shall im- 
mediately inform the Governor.'' And the 
next section refers to vacancies occuring dur- 
ing the recess of the General Assembly. 
'* Whenever the* Governor shall receive any 
resignation or notice of vacancy, or when he 
shall be satisfied of the death of any member 
of either House, during the recess, he shall 
without delay issue a writ of election to sup- 
ply such vacancy." It is not necessary to make 
any further comment; the thing speaks for 
itself. All I have contended for is, that the 
Governor having received a notice should have 
ordered an election. I say nothing of the mo- 
tires of the Goverppn My remarks were not 
correctly understood by Mr. Broadhead; be 
has taken them in a disconnected manner, and 
he therefore misunderstands me. My argument 
was that the election was not held in acco^ 
dance with the law, b^t that it toouli have been 
held in accordance with the law had the Gov- 
ernor issued the writ of election ; but the Gov- 
ernor having failed to issue that writ, the peo- 
ple resorted to the only alternative left them ; 
that after due notice th^ people T^ent to the 
polls and expressed their- sendments, by their 
votes, for the candidate whose principles were 
known to the peopl^ at large. . Having been 
thus elected, I insist it was the right of Dr. 
Bruns to come here and take his seat. He has 
not appeared, and I ask that the question of 
his election under the circumstances be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Credentials. 

Mr. Broadhbad. If there was any ques- 
tion of fact to be investigated in admitting Dr. 
Bruns to a seat in this body, I should vote to 
refer the matter to the committee ^ but inas- 
much as the gentleman has set out with a de- 
claration that there was none, that the election 
was not in pursuance of law, I conceive, sir, 
that it is not a proper subject either for this 
hotly, or any conunittee which could be ap- 
pointed ; and, therefore, 1 shall be compelled 
to vote against it f intending no disrespect to 
the gentleman by that vote, or fer the personi 
who have voted for Dr. Bruns. It is a sub- 
ject which does not legitimately come within 
the sphere of our action, and therefore should 
not be referred to a committee of investigation, 
because the facts submitted are insufficient to 
show that the matter should have been per- 
mitted to come before the Convention. 
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Mr. MrrcHcocK. I anderstood the gentle- 
man (Mr. McClurg) to say,— and if I mis- 
miderstood him I ask to be corrected) — that 
be admiMed the election of Dr. Bruns was in 
violalion of law ; that th* law required a dif- 
ferent coarse to be pursued to that which was 
actually adopted. That being the case, 1 can- 
not see why this body can be expected to sup- 
port a proposition based on a direct violation 
of law. I thould be much pleased, sir, to ad- 
Mk Dr. Bruns to h seat in this botly, if I could 
coDseientiously believe that he had been duly 
elected. I think this body may as well dis- 
poee of the question here. 

Mr. BcrsEf. IVlr. President, I do emphatical- 
ly object to the motion of the gentleman from 
Adair (Mr. Foster). This is not a resolution 
to admit Mr. Bruns to a seat, but merely to 
lay tbe papers and facts before a committee. 
And thus it presents itself to my mind as a pe- 
tition of nearly a thousand loyal citizens. If 
the proposition were to recognize Mr. Bruns 
ai a member — glad as I would be to see so no- 
ble and patriotic a gentleman, as I know him 
to be, in odr midst — I might vote against it, in 
deference to tbe higli judicial authority, which, 
contrary to the common sense interpretation of 
the statutes, as declared by the Hon. member of 
Congress from tbe Fifth Congressional District, 
considers his election as illegal. But, while I 
believe myself that the election held to fill the 
place of Mr. Knott was unauthorized by law, 
it is not quite so evident that we may not have 
the right to declare Mr. Bruns, after examining 
all the facts, entitled to a seat. " Conventions 
are assemblies of a special and peculiar char- 
aeter.*^ The meeting of the Lords and Com- 
mons which convened before the restoration of 
Charles II., without the King^s writ — the Lords 
by their own authority, the Commons by virtue 
of writk issued In the name of the keepers of 
tbe liberty of England — was named ^< the Con- 
vention,'^ probably b^ause they convened 
without (be assent or summons of the King. 
Is it not possible that a Convention might think 
proper to admit also as a member one who has 
been duly elected in all proper forms, though 
wlffaont a writ of the Governor, by virtue of 
writs Issued by the loyal PeopUy the keepers 
of the liberty of the Republic? 

Bnt suppose all this were not so, I view it, 
as I said before, as a petition of a thousand 
peaceful, loyal cftizehs, expressed by their 
vote instead of their signatures ; and whatever 
Its contents it stioold be received. Remember 
that this great rebellion commenced with the 



refusal to receive a petition in Congress for the 
emancipation of slaves in the District of Co- 
lumbia I I will vote, therefore, that the subject 
be referred to the Committee on Credentials. 

Mr. HiTCHoocK. I do not wish to delay 
this body, but I most enter my protest upon 
the construction sought to be put upon this 
vote. It is not a petition^ it is a resolution in- 
troduced by one gentleman proposing to refer 
to a committee of this body a subject which 
he has expressly admitted comes here without 
the sanction of law. 

Mr. 8. Smith, in explanation of his vote, said, 
I shall vote to refer this matter to a committee 
out of respect to those who have voted for my 
respected friend. I wish it understood, how- 
ever, that I do not think he has made out a 
prima facie case here that he is entitled to a 
seat in this body. But while I sit here to rep- 
resent a large constituency like that of the 
Twenty -ninth Senatorial District, I never will 
refuse to respectfully listen to any portion of 
the community on any subject they may choose 
to bring before this body. 

Mr. Stewabt. I express no opinion as to 
whether Dr. Bruns is legally entitled to a seat 
in this body, but I believe in the right of the 
people to be heard, and therefore I vote mye, 

Mr, J. Walker. I shall vote tot the prop- 
osition. The people of the Twenty-seventh Sen- 
atorial District did apply through their civil 
officers, informing the Governor of a vacancy 
in said district, and he refused to issue a proc- 
lamation ordering ah election. The people 
also bad some cause to think that tbfs Conven- 
tion had failed to guard their interests by neg- 
lecting to declare Mr. Knott's seat vacant after 
he had refused t6 take the oath enabling him 
to hold an office under the ordinance of the ' 
Con? ention. I hold that the people possess the 
right under the Constitution to assemble peace- 
fully for their common good, and to apply to 
those vested with the powers of the Govern- 
ment for a hearing of their complaint and a 
redress of their grievances. I siiall therefore 
vote aye. 

Mr. McTxa (in changing his vote). I voted 
no, understanding the Chair to rule that there 
would be no explanation of votes ; but as I no- 
tice that other gentlemen have been permitted 
to ex|ilain their votes, I wish to explain mine. 
I desire that this whole Subject be referred to 
a comniittee foi* investigation. It is not alone 
in reference to admitting Mr. Bruns to a seat 
that I jlesire it; I regard this as an expression 
of the opinion bt a large class of our citizens 
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a^inst whom charges of revolutionary designs 
have been made by St. Louis papers, and by 
gentlemen on this floor. If the charge was not 
direct, the language could not he misunderstood. 
That justice be done by this Convention to a 
loyal and patriotic people, I desire that the 
whole subject be referred to a Select Commit- 
tee^ to inquire into the facts, so that the people 
may vindicate themselves against the charge of 
being enemies of free government. I am a 
law-abiding citizen, and for that reason I wish 
to refer the matter, and therefore vote aye. 

The question on referring the application of 
Df* Bruns to a seat in the Convention being put 
to a vote, the result was — ayes, 9 ; noes, 72. 

BDLOOT ON THE HON. OKO. W. ZIMMERMAN. 

Mr. Henderson. Mr. President, at previous 
meetings of this body we enjoyed the presence 
and the counsel of several members whose seats 
are made vacant by death. Their names are no 
longer called by the Secretary, that they may 
be recorded on the questions presented for the 
consideration of the Convention. 

Among those removed from our deliberations 
by the hand of^ death since our last session, is 
an honored colleague from the Second Senato- 
rial District— I allude to the Hon. Geo. W. 
Zimmerman, of Lincoln county. 

Judge Zimmerman was born in Culpepper 
county, Va., in the year 1794. He removed, 
as I am advised, to Missouri about the year 
1817, and settled a short time thereafter in what 
>s now known as Lincoln county, then a part 
of St. Charles, where he continued to resiido up 
to the time of his death, which occurred in the 
early part of January last. 

Judge Z. was .twice married. His first wiJ(e 
was the daughter of Richard Wright, now de- 
ceased, long a respected citizen of Lincoln 
county, who at an early day emigrated also 
from Virginia. His second wife, who survives 
him, was the widow of Mr. Jas. Hamilton, who 
died some years since, after a long residence in 
the same county. He raised quite a large family 
of children, and reared them in such a manner 
as to have them command not only the respect; 
but the admiration, of those around them. 

For forty years before his death Judge Zim* 
merman was a member of the Baptist Churoh, 
and, amongst those who knew him best, it is 
often remarked that bo more purer man or more 
devoted Christian ever lived on ear.th. From 
my earlier years I koew him ;and no word of 
reproach have I ever heard against him as a man. 
He filled places of honor and trust, conferred 



upon him by confiding friends, and^tways 
brought to the discharge of the duties involved 
sound judgment, an earnest zeal, and undoubted 
honesty of purpose. In all the relations of 
life his purity and gej^Ueness of manner were 
manifest As a husband, he was affectionate 
and confiding; as a father, be was kind aod 
full of tenderness, teaching not alone by pre* 
cept, but also by good example ; as a neighbor, 
it is not enough to say he had no enemies, he 
was universally beloved ^ as a master, he was 
indulgent, perhaps to a fault To his slavfi, 
whilst he lived, emancipation would scarcely, 
have been a boon j it wouki have broogfat the 
name, the title of freedom, but the substance 
was already there. 

It is to be regretted that Judge Zimmerman 
was not permitted to participate in this, per- 
haps the last session of our Convention. Hb 
views may have differed fron mine on the sab- 
jects liitely to engross our attention ; but wbat^ 
ever may have been that difference, it couU Dot 
have weakened my confidence in his devotion 
to the Union^ and his adherence to the princi- 
ples that lie at the foundation of constitutional 
government 

The scenes attending the canvass for a seat 
in this body, during the months of January and 
February, 1861, cannot soon be effaced from 
miy memory. Though I bad known Judge 
Zimmerman long and favorably, it was only in 
the midst of those scenes that I came to knotr 
his true character. The infamous conspiracy 
against . our Government, now deluging the 
land in blood, was then becoming manifest in 
the open secession of some of the Southern 
States. The conspirators were thick among 
us. Some were bold and defiant ; while others, 
clothed with the livery of Unionism, came with 
sanctimonious air into the councils of tor 
friends, that we might be known and marked 
for future vengeance. The plan devised for 
overthrowing the loyalty of Mi^ouri, by in- 
terposing State allegiance and State pride be* 
tween the traitor and bis treason, was being 
rapidly developed. The pride of birth, of edu- 
cation* of family ties, and the power of sordid 
interest, were appealed to, and the meaner pas* 
stons of our nature were aroused and bidden to 
minister to local jealousies and sectional batrad. 
At such a moment Judge Zimmerman was a 
tower of strength. Born in the South, he yet 
loved the whole country. A slaveholder himself, 
be wanted no other guaranty tor slavery than 
the Constitution of our fathers. His exemplary 
chfiracter gave force to his words ; his purity 
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of Mte, biB admitted integrity and sincerity of 
purpose^ added to a'patriotic zeal in behalf of 
law and order> gaye him a right to be heard. 
Before these high qualities the demagogue stood 
abashed and the conspirator was awed into si- 
lence. Whatever of influence he had^ and it 
was deservedly great, he threw into the scale 
for the Government; whatever of abuse and 
personal danger it was necessary to incur^ he 
met with heroic fortitude. 

The people of bis district gave him a seat In 
this body, and, in doing so, they felt, as they 
yet feel, that the important trust was placed 
in the hands of an honest man. His intercourse 
with the members of this body, and bis con- 
tinued devotion to the Union of the States, dur- 
ing its several sessions, all will remember. 

Id after years, when peace shall be restored 
to our distracted nation, and the bUssin^s of a 
united country shall be better appreciated than 
now, it may be esteemed an honor to have 
served in the Missouri State Convention. 
Whatever its faults. It saved a State to the 
Union, and saved its people from miseries that 
must have been aggravated beyond human con- 
ception. 

When the storm of passion drove from their 
moorings, upon the reefs of civil war, eleven 
of the States, Missouri remained unmoved, be- 
cause this Convention was her anchor. Per- 
sonal feeling and party malice, during the ex- 
citement of a revolutionary era, may find much 
to condemn in our proceedings, and much per- 
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haps may be properly condemned ; but when 
peace returns much will be applauded that is 
now denounced. I have often thought myself 
that the Convention was too conservative 5 but 
who shall say that conservatism is a crime, 
when blind fanaticism, aroused by the passions 
of war, is seen on eVery hand, rushing madly 
to its own destruction ? 

Mr. President, the deceased was honored in 
his private life — he was honored in the fidelity 
with which he discharged hi| public trusts; 
and " to add greater honors to his age than znan 
could give, he died fearing God.'' 

I offer the following resolutions : 

Besolvedj That the CoDYen^on hfts re* 
oeiyed with the deepest sensibility the an- 
nounoement of the death of the Hon. George 
W. Zimmerman. 

Resolvedy That as an additional mark of 
respect to the memory of the deoeased, the 
members and pffieersof the Convention will 
wear the usnad badge of mourning dtiring 
its present sesdon. 

Mesolvedf That, as a farther mark of re- 
spect to the memory of the deceased, the 
Convention do now adjourn. 

Mr. Hall of B. moved that, in token of re- 
spect to the memory of the deceased, the House 
do now adjourn until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. The motion prevailed, and the House 
adjourned. 



»1PTH DAY. 



tarFVUos CxTT,. 
Friday, Jne 19, 18d& 

Conrention met at 9 a. m . ' 

President in the chair; 

Prayer by the Chapla&i. 

Journal read and approved. 

The credentials of Col. W. H. McLane hav- 
ing been examined by the committee and ftmnd 
correct, that gentleman was sworn in and took 
his seat 

IKCOHPORATSD INSTIXtTTIOKS. 

Mr. Woopsov introdaced the following : 



AN OBDINANOBOONCSKNINCl INOOBPO&ATID 
UTB&AET INSXIXimONS. 

Beitordained by the People 0/ the SUUe qf MU- 
mmri in Convention aseembUdf as follows : 
Section 1. That, in all cases where vacancies 
have occurred in the office of any instructor, 
trustee or curator of any incorporated literary 
company or institution in this State, by reason 
of such instructor, trustee or curator filing to 
file the oath prescribed by an act of the Gene- 
ral Asaembly of this State entitled "An Act 
relative to railroad directors or other officers, 
hank directors or other officers, or trustees of 
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any incorporated company or institntion/' ap- 
proved March 28, 1863, within the time re- 
quired by said act, such vacancy or vacancies 
shall be held as filled by said instructor^ trustee 
or curator taking and filing said oath on or be- 
fore the 1st day of August next. 

Sec. 2. The filing of said oath shall restore 
the delinquent or delinquents to all the rights, 
priTileges and immunities possessed prior to 
the expiration of the time within which said 
oath was required to be filed, viz., 1st day of 
April, 1868. 

Sec. 8. This ordinance shall take effect and 
be in force from and after its passage. 

Mr. Woodson. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
pose to make any extended remarks and to 
consume the time of this body on a proposition 
to just and so palpable. I regret exceedingly 
the necessity of pressing this matter upon the 
consideration of the Convention; and I cer^ 
tainly should not do so if I did not feel the im- 
portance of our entertaining the proposition, 
and granting to the corporations the relief for 
which the ordinance provides. I am assured 
by the President of the Christian Female Col- 
lege at Columbia, a most popular and flourish- 
ing school, that but one of the trustees had no- 
tice of the existence of 4he aot in question be- 
fore the time expired Ibr filing the oath, and 
that the college would suffer serious detriment 
for want of a board of direction ; that one trus- 
tee could not fill a vacancy, or do any other 
act officially. Judging from the embarrass- 
ment to the institution referred to, and suppos- 
ing that many others are similarly situated, I 
have made the ordinance general. 

I confess, Mr. President, I am unable to see 
why any member of this body should hesitate, 
for a moment, to act in the premisetf and ,to 
vote affirmatively, unless it be from a fixed 
purpose not to legislate about any matter what- 
ever which is cognizable by the Leginlature, 
let the neoetiiiy be ever so pressing, or the in* 
jury consequent upon such refusal ever so great 

It occurs to me, if any emergency could in- 
duce the Convention to relax the rigor of the 
rule, which I conceive proper in the main, this 
is that case ; for, you will observe, this appli- 
cation has not been superindnced by any fMt 
or negligence on tiie part of these corporatioxkB; 
birt for want of notice ; for I presume th^ Con* 
vention will agree with me that seven day! 
was not sufficient tittle to enable the whole 
State to know what was required by the act in 
qucatkm. ^ 



The cause of education has, in the last two 
years, sufibred serious detriment, and, I think, 
very unnecessarily. It is true the troubles 
of the country have been calculated to aflfbct 
education to some extent, but it seems that 
universitieB, colleges and academies have been 
sought, after as best suited for arsenals, bar- 
racks and headquarters for military operations. 
However proper, Mr. President, the principle 
adopted by this body may be in the main, in 
regard to legislation^ I am forced to the conclu- 
sion that it is our imperative duly to entertain 
the proposition now before us. tict us, so far 
as in our power lies, do all we can to check the 
downward tendency to vandalism ; let us save 
something, at least, that is valuable from the 
general wreck. 

I move the adoption of the ordinance at once, 
without printing or reference. 

Mr. Gantt. I am sorry that I shall be 
obliged to vote against that ordinance. It 
appears to me that^it will not only be goin^ 
beyond the necessary duties of this Convention^ 
but it will be attempting to apply a remedy by 
what might be called hasty legislation. I shall 
not hesitate to do anything that may seem 
appropriate to this Convention, but I think it 
is eminently proper to avoid doing anything 
that would seem like hasty legislation. As to 
the negligent remissness on the part of those 
who failed to take the oath^ I have nothing to 
say ; but I do not think it is a subject on which 
we should take action. 

Mr. Scott. It may be that the Legislature 
was rather short-sighted in not allowing m 
longer time ;. but if it laa fact that ihose officers 
did not become apprised of the passage of this 
law in time to take the oath within the pre- 
scribed limit, they now know that such a law 
exlslp ; an4» ilieref ore, why is it that the gen- 
tleman comes up here and asks that they shall 
have the time extended for taking the oath to 
the first of November next ? 

Mr. Woobiroir. Those-officers Were required 
to take the eath' or lose their seats. 

Mr. Scott. I understand so. Hie movement 
here is an admission that they Jcnow of the 
existence of such a law. If, then, the gentler- 
man only desires to give those officers who did 
not leerjD.of the^paf^ag^ of this act by the 
Legislatur/e in.iime, tp4&k^ the oath within the 
pr^cribed ,)iiniJ[i , <^) x>ppoi:tunity to reinstate 
themselves in office by taking the oath, why 
does he wish to give them to November next ? 
Mr. Woodson. I am willing to restrict it to 
'thirty days, or ten iwjt, * 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



m 



• Hr» SooTT* I tbiak sfx, or trnn i?« ds^Ti 
enough now, foc.ibey m»w wKlerttAn4 all U^e 
facU . A very jakmt time ooly ia ttecetsary to 
eoBiply viOi the iaw mi Uke the oatb^ If tboy 
tre loyal. enough io do it I would move the 
referoDGO of Ihal^ ordinanoe to & Seikct Com- 
mitteoof throe* . 

The motioB waa.ogroed ito^ and Mesara. 
WoodfOB, Dunn ood Allen wero taypoioted Ihe 
opmmittoe. . 

wsvTJiiNBTBn ooirson. - 

Mr. HtTcncocx, from a Special Committee, 
presented the following report i 

Mr. President : The undersigned, a ma- 
jority of the Special Committee to whom 
was referred the petition of the Trustees 
aB4 ^aonlty of Wootmwe^r Coll^ge^ in 
Fulton^ Mo«^ bog leOrYO ronpootf ally io re- 
port*— 

That upon * oavoftil oonndeiatioii of the 
prayor of itio petitioners thoy aire unable 
to find snffioient Reasons why the C^Veti- 
tlon ohonld now depart from the uniform 
rule of action heretofore adhered to hy it, 
under which this body has declined to &ct 
upon questions or propositions affecting 
local or personal interests only. They can 
find nothing in th^ facts iset forth bj the 
petitioners, however meritorious in them* 
selves their wishes may bovjor however free 
firom blame might appear to be the pereons 
iHio failed, to take the 09tth seq^ired by the 
aet of the General iuMembly relersed M>f 
whioh. entases them to any different aotkm 
on ike part of thto body to ^at heretetfore 
taken by it in snch oases. They therefore 
recommend that the pet! tioliers 'have leave 
to withdraw their petition. ' • - ' 

June 18, 18fl^. Henrt Hitchcock, 
E.* Vanbuskirk. , 

On —Mem, the report ef the edmmittee waa 
agreedto*, 

!▲•; VBooTom MMtrr^ 

Mr. fieoTT. I desire to ellbr a resolutioii ; 

WhbRxas the Honorable James Proctor 
Knott, Delegate from the Tf wen ty- seventh 
Senatorial District, has removed from the 
State^ and has not resided therein ^or more 
tkftn twelve months ; therefore, . 

Jtmoivedy TJiMtt,t|i^ jseat'of the Honorable 
James Proctor Knott, Delegate to the ^tate 
Ckmveftti^i&froM. ftha T]w^«ty:«eit]snthfi6»- 
.11 



'arterial Distriot, be and is hereby declared 
vao^t. 

At the suggestion of friends, I desire that it 
be referred to a Special Committee of three. 

Messrs. Scott, Gantt and Marvin were 
appointed by the Chair. ^ 

ON XMANClPATIOfr. 

Mr. WooLFOLK presented the following or- 
dinance, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Emancipation : ^ 

AN ORDINANOB TO PBOVna TOB SUBMITTIMa 
TO THE PSOPLB OF mSSOURI CERTAIN AHENB- 
MXNTS TO THE CONSTITUTION, AND A SCHKUB 
von THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE 
8XA19. 

Bt it -ordained by the People of Missouriy 
in Convention anembledy as follows : 
Section 1. That from and after the date 
'at^hichthis ordinance ^hall take effect, 
the first i^nd second clauses of the third 
arMoiepf the Constitui{ion be, and the same 
are, hereby abolished. 
. See..2.. ThM after thelomrth day of July, 
A* D< eighteen hundred and eeventy^six, 
slavery and involnntary servitude, except, 
for orhne, are abolished ; and all slaves on 
that day w4thin the State are hereby de- 
clared to be free: Provided, however, that 
nothing in this ordinance shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the owners disposing 
of, or removing their slaves from the State 
before the fourth day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six. 

Sec. 3. Th,at from the date at which this 
ordinance, shall take effeot, no slaves shall 
be brought into the Sta,te« 

S^4;. .That at Uie election of Stat^ 
offioere# ta he hdld on th^ Tuesdaj alter the, 
first Monday in November, A. D. eighteen 
htmdred and slxty^f oar, the several olerks 
ol the county oourts, br, in case said clerks 
fair, then the judges of the election, ehall^ 
iii preparing the* pollt-books imt election, 
enter thereon two columns, one headed 
'^^for the abolition of slavery,*' and the 
other '^ against the abolition of slavery;*' 
and if the majority of the legal votes given 
be for the abolition of slavery, then sections 
one^ two i^nd three of this ordinance shall 
take effect .and be in full force; bat i^ the 
nukjority of legal votes.given bo against the 
abalitieajQf ikiveiy> the» aeotioBB. one^ two;. 
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and three of this ordinance shall be null 
and void ; and when the result of the elec- 
tion shall be ascertained^ the Governor 
of the State shall, by. proclamation, an- 
nounce the same. 

Sec. 5. Beit further ordained^Th&thQre" 
after no Convention shall be called for 
the purpose of making amendments to the 
ConstitutioD of Missouri, without the con- 
currence of two- third 8 of the General 
Assembly in favor of such Convention. 

Mr. Vanbuskibk moved to take up the 
petition of certain citizens of Andrew county, 
presented at the last session of th? Convention 
and laid upon the table, praying that the seat 
of Prince L. Hudgens, a v^ember of this Con- 
vention, be declared vacant on account of 
disloyalty. Additional testimony as to his 
disloyalty was also introduced, which was re- 
ferred, without being read, to a committee 
heretofore appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
Marvin, Moss, ShankHn, Irwin, and McDow- 
ell. 

Mr. FosTBB. Mr. President, as a member of 
the committee instructed to pr^mre the report 
just read, permit me to renuurk that I am fully 
avare of the position of a great many members 
of this body, as being opposed to aoting in a 
legislative capacity. It is true, so far as I am 
concerned, that that has been my general 
course in this body ; but as our Legislature, at 
its last meeting, failed to recognize any plan of 
this kind, the subject presents itself to my 
mind with such force that I am now, sir, in- 
clined to take up the proposition ; and if it is a 
responsibility, I, as a member of this Conven- 
tion representing a generous people, am willing 
to assume that responsibility, believing that 
they win endorse my act in this' matter, as 
they have endorsed other acts I have carried 
out heretofore. 

Believing, sir, as I do, that whether or not 
this body endorses it, the report embraces a 
meritorious and deserving subject ; of this 
there can be.no question. I would be slow to 
believe that a single member of this body (al- 
though some may be adverse to the appropria- 
tion) would oppose the prosecution of the 
claims of our officers, soldiers, and their heirs. 
It may be contended by some that the appro- 
priation, or, in other words, the salary of the 
Commissioner, is too great. The committee 
had under consideration, sir, a lower salary for 
the Gommitsioner, and fbr him to employ a 
dflik; bat, after laTMtigat^g tiie whole mat- 



ter, we came to the eonohuion that perhaps he 
might g0t.ai6ng with osspioyfaig a <slerk a por- 
tion of the time ; hence we threw the salary to 
him, leaving him to employ a elerk if neoesa- 
rj. I have been informed by agentlsman who 
has been in the habitof staying at Washington 
for months at a time, that board would cost fh>m 
$700 to $800 per annum, and other expenses in 
proportion ; aad we found that a less snm than 
$8,000, after deducting the necessary expenses 
of the Commissioner and oierk, would be inad- 
equate to secure the services of . a competent 
man. We then advised the plan of putting the. 
salary of the Commissioner at $3,000, leaving 
hini to employ a clerk when necessary. This 
is all I have to say upon the subject of the sid- 
ary recommended. 

If I judge the futtnre by the past, I may ex- 
pect some opposition to this hill from gentle- 
men outside of those who might oppose it on 
the ground of ref^ing to act in a legislative 
capacity. I come to this conclusion from this 
fact; if I understood the gentleman firom C^n- 
ton (Mr. Birch) aright, when addressing this 
body, (and, as it is not my intention to misr^^ 
resent any ope, I will thank him to set me right 
if I am wrong,} he said that the time would 
soon come when the complexion of the Federal 
uniform would change to that of a riiore fitting 
one ; that State penitentiaries would soon be- 
come fashionable again, and that the Federal 
unifbrm would change from the blue to the 
striped one usually worn in our penitentiaries. 

Bfr. Biso&. I am i^e astonished and grati- 
fied, Mr. President, thai the genfleman from 
Adair should have alindad, as he has done, to 
that portion of my. remarks, tm Monday last, 
which had relation .to those who m^ht " b/ - 
and-bye wel^' the unifbrm of the couviet, foi^ 
having disgraced the uniform of the Ututm," 
Astonisl;Led, tibat I should have been understood 
by any member of ^is body as having made 
any remarks in derogation of the class of citi- 
zsflf 'Who ave dressed i6r the tiaae in that «iii- 
form ; yet gratified, that it afibrds me an sp- 
portunity to attude very fotiafly to my past and 
present relation to our citlien soldiisry, whioh, 
under almost any other circumstances, would 
be incompatible with either personal delicacy 
or conventional good taste. If, after, what I 
majr feel permitted to bring into view under 
the peculiar circumstances of this most astmk' 
iihing assanl^ any person shall suppose he can 
procure my assassiniction by the soldiery, lee 
him try U! < 

Hit47y thsQ, \pir, no member of thii bodj 
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who wtt pmeKt dnriof the deliresy of my re* 
marks on Monday can have forgotten how 
weduUm^jf I sought to discriminate between the 
upright men who were adorning their country's 
uniform at soldiers, and the unprincipled ones 
who were disgracing it as thieves and rob- 
bers — that being a distinction I have ever 
made, and shall continue to make, simply be- 
cause my homage for the brave soldier is in Che 
exact ratio of my abhorrence of \nh felon eotm- 
tafiHt. As I shall ask permission to write out 
the remarks thus unexpectedly demanded of 
me, and which I would 1^1 to be both egotisti- 
oal and inappropriate under almost any other 
circumstances, I may next be permitted to state 
that, so far from having tver been, in oa^ senM, 
the adversary or maHgner of the soldier, it hap- 
pened to me to have been the first man in my 
section of the State to fUmish him with a mus- 
ket — and this at a time (pardon me, gentlemen) 
when It requifed rather more of manhood and 
f sj^rellance to be a " Union man " than it now 
does. Contemporary with the massacre at 
Platte Kiver bridge, when the discreet direc- 
tory of the railroad from my county to St. 
Louis was sending through but a locomotive 
and a tender, bearing their dead conductor, I 
found strength suf&oient, even in opposition to 
te counsel of brave and true friends, to wrap 
myself in a soldier's blanket, proceed to St 
Louia, and, upon my own tond for $10,000, 
procure ftrom the Governor such arms and 
equipage as enabled me t6 supply the first sol- 
diers that were organised in my district, seve- 
ral companies of whom, in less than a week 
afterwards, obeyed the summons of Pope, and 
shared the disasters of his regiments at Blue 
Mills. It may as weU be added, that it was 
00I7 oa my way here that I was enabled to 
render a final act of justice and good will to 
these pioneer soldiers of the State, by making 
before the commission now sitting in St Louis, 
and of which the junioi* delegate fh>m Olay is 
a member, such a voluntary statement of what 
I happened to know of the accq>tanee of their 
•enricee by Gen. Pope as wiU probably secure 
for those who are living' and Ae representatives 
of ^oee wbo were slain their justly merited 



As widiin the privilege accorded to me under 
the stvraigiiment by which I am so strangely 
ooofronted, I may, of coime, advert to the br« ^ 
dlnance whidi I had the honor to introduee 
into tills body to provide for paying our 
''six months men ''-^ the best we could then 
do— and la the aiwiidaMnt to « svteeqiieQt 



ordinance whereby tiiose who had not been re- 
gnbrly mustered into the service were never- 
theless to be paid, " acoording to th» very right ** 
of their cases, whether technicaOy entitled to pay 
or not I may next advert (without modesty, 
of course, considering the prejudices which are 
sought to be invoked against me) to my volun- 
tary services as an lupald commissioner, to put 
their claims, and others, into proper shape, and 
tooertify them for adjustment — to which there 
may not inappropriately be added the additional 
and the crowning fact, that every drop of my Hood 
not ** muster fr^s" either ooniinues to wear the imi- 
form of " the Union,*' or has been expended in its 
^batties." 

As if even all this, however, might not hare 
been enough to exempt and exonerate me from 
so wanton and ui^just an aocusation as the one 
insinuated against me hy the member from 
Adair, it so happens that' my county was the 
first one in the State to make public response 
to the Governor's proclamation for enrolling 
and organizing the militia ; and that at its pub- 
lic meeting I was the author of its resolutions, 
and its only speaker. Still fhrther, Mr. Presi- 
dent, and as if utterly to confound the calumny 
into which the gentleman from Adair has been 
so strangely betrayed, there lies now before me 
the amendment which I have prepared to the 
ordinance, which he has himself introduced, 
with the view to fhmish his commissioner with 
a proper clerk, in order thereby to facilitate the 
adjustment of the claims of the very soldiers 
whom his most groundless and reckless accu- 
sation would exasperate against me 1 

Pardon me, gentlemen, as well for the weak- 
ness I may have betrayed as for the indigna- 
tion which T was unable to repress, in view of 
the fact, that one of •your number, with ante- 
cedents,^ associations and purposes such as 
these, and one, moreover, whose very nature 
would restrain him from speaking even a word 
in derogation of the true soldier, should, never- 
theless, have been reduced to the necessity to 
which I have thus yielded. . 1 will but reci^^- 
tulate, and then sit down until J qan ofibr my 
amendment *' in order," that while fw the true 
soldier I have no other words but tho^e of com- 
mendation and good will, so, on the other hand, 
I retract no word of reproach which I have ever 
uttered against the vandal or the thief, dressed 
though he be, for tlie time being, "in soldier's- 
clothes.'^ Whilst the forasefer is worthy of all 
honor, and should contiMie.to receive at. the 
hands of his ooontryihen all proper eonsldera- 
tiony we should mnlaaDj sontiame te spvn the 
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latter, not mekrely as unfit to wear bis- cowOnf^ 
onUbrm, but fitalone (as denoted in the reniarica 
60 distorted by the member from Xdair>) for 
"the uniform of the convict" Earing b^en 
myself a soldier just long enough to realize the 
sacrifices and discomforts to which he is sab* 
jected, in ezehanging the enjoyments of home 
fbr the biyooacks of the campaign, no sentiment 
or expression of mine can ever be so interpreted, 
by even a fiairpoliticaliuiverftxrjr) as to withdraw 
from me the reciprocal soldierly regard of all 
who are worthy to wear the uniform of " the 
Union " ; to which it is unnecessary to add more 
than a reaffirmance of every word cmd aenteitee 
upon which I have been so astonishingly ar- 
ndgned by the gentleman from Adair. Repeat- 
ing, also, from my speech ol Monday, the same 
exact expressions of "loyalty,'' I hare, of 
course, no fkvors io Mk> except to be judged 
of by my rteord, andnot by my ca/umnta^arsv 

[The following was the language of Judge 
B., as reproduced from the speech alluded to : 
** For one, I expect to continue in the Union 
as long as it even pretends to be **the Union " ; 
and have no more doubt (in that event) that 
oUr sUves now in Kansas will be restored to 
us under the coming Democratic Administra- 
tion, than that they have been stolen and with- 
held from us under the present Uepublican 
one — that being precisely the difference be- 
tween the upright men who will fiave the 
offices and " the guns " over there a couple of 
years hence, and of the associates and com- 
manders of our negroes, who top much control 
them now. Penitentiaries, too, will again come 
in fiuhion, as the receptacles of thieves and 
their abettors ; and the next Governor of Mis- 
souri will doubtless see men at work around 
the Capitol here, in the uniform of the convict, 
who have dishonored the uniform ; of " the 
Union,** as well by their agency in stealing from 
Union men, asirora all others w^o had anything 
to^teal."] , , 

Mt/Fostbh; ' 1 mdy be mistaken or misin- 
formed, buf tf so, itfli tbelanguagebf tile g^ti- 
tkman diat misled m'6. 1 am gkid fhiVbo tak^ 
it all back. 

Mr. BiBOH. I ask not to take it back. 

. JCr^ IV>8TMt. I repeit, sir, that I so under*-, 
sited the gentleman; bnt if he assetfU that lie 
dU net eiiy eo, I liaiTe nothing fhHhei' to re- 
nMriDky^zcept thatl ctm aaawiB him that many 
otkei'memberstof tUt body: mdertlood hiiii as 
"Lm^'wult Iww pieeafl tJmttto geottaaMi 



should have an opporttmi^ of imitiog himself 
Hght 

Mr. BtmoH. Will the gentleman read the 
paragraph t 

Mr. FotTBR. I am disposed to aceommo^ 
date the gentleman/ but I am not disposed to 
read his speeches. lil^eipect him as a gentle- 
osah, smd shall ewer treat hin as such so long 
as his oondttct towards me contaraes whait It 
has been. And now, sir, I have eaid aU that I- 
desire to say ; I wtenl^ hare said more, but 
that the impression that was on my nrind has 
been corrected. I woald like, however, to 
state what produced that impression : that, af- 
ter making each wholesale charges against the 
Federal forees, the gentieman ftt)m Clinton did 
not explaiii t^t he made no reference to the 
theusands and tcnsof thonsaods of ofleers and 
soldiers who wear tlwir vnlferm with credit to 
themselves and to their comHry ; aild also, that 
although he was ezceedin|fly severe npon the 
conduct of the Federid forces, he sud not a 
word about the jayhawktag, bnshwbackmg, 
thieving and murdering guerrillas that hare 
In^ted this 8Ute. 

i ain not going to impugn the motives of Mnj 
gentleman ; I do not intend to say that any 
man is a traitor, or a tory;'bmt I do intend, 
whenever an individual is arraigned in this or 
any odier body wilh n^ich I am ^ connected, 
then and there I wiii express my oplnioa' 
about it. 

I desire, sir, the adoption of the .ordinatice 
before the Convention, hecanee I regard it sm. 
bitt simple jnsttee to the oi&cees and soldiers 
who.have, from the firsts detodedthe flag of 
our country. I believe; sin, it is as little »S thia 
body can do ; I belicTe itae little as the Stftte 
of Missouri will desire^ tO'dow There is no pro* 
position tiiat wOnldreoenlilisnd Ittelf more to 
me than one iferllie doing of unything atod ot- 
ery thing* that is honeia^le fotf lAmerieto oiti- 
zets to do, fbr the goOdr Aid pnlsp^iiy of the 
men who have undertakenvto cmsh oni the 
merdless foes who arei a scourge 4of the State 
and a disgrace to hnmani^* ' liA.prepoeitiom, 
that wna a questioti b£ mere doUara and centa, 
that oouM ,^Dme u^ in this or any other body, 
would commend itself more fully to my oosi* 
sideiatiott/anfl, 1 ^1 aiaared, to the State of 
Missouri genecaUy: I stand heie^air^ leapoii' 
siUe for my words i-wmA I say, while'it'ts tm* 
that a* better or more noble and .gaUant set of 
Ameriean dtiaens never marched uhder a bn»*' 
ner, er facK^any^ bnttle^AeidY (Sian theMiasottri- 
traep^-^At' it* is; ft»aMer «f JMltand IWstoi^ 
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that no Missouri regiment upon liie l^^f^-fleld 
has tver tamed its-' back to thlB eDemsr*-*! re* 
gret to 8i^> for it is a stabbom twt% «nd well 
knoKrn to the country, thaltwMle Missoari 
troops hare bad less notice and attention paid 
them, they bare done as much hard fightings 
made as manj and as long marches, and hare 
tacrifioed as mnch as any troops firom any other 
State, it is a patent fact that less notice has 
been taken of them than oC other troops- Why 
this is, I can account for only by •i^)posing 
tiiat the dtiieas at home do not take that in- 
terest incomflKNi irith oar troops that has been 
manifested by the pefvple of other States: and 
the reason, sir, I take to. be that the msjerlty 
of the pe^le at heme do net endorse £rok'>the 
bottom of their hearts the cause tet the 
Missouri troops and the' Federal forces are en^ 
gaged in. It is true that while people in cer* 
tain portions of the State do, it da equally true 
that in many portions they do W3(t. When I 
^eak of the people, I mean fnigorities. 

I know it is the case in ray quarter, that st- 
ery indiTidual man is now prepared to iay, *' I 
am a law-abiding man— I am a constitutional 
man — I nerer riolated a law in my life.** They 
are all prepared to say this; and perhaps two- 
fifths of thttm\4re what I would denominate 
spike UmoA men-^-epiked by the foirce of dr* 
cumstances. i 

In this paMicular i.am a Methodisi;: if a 
man started out wroDg» I am willing te take 
him on protwtion, -and see whether he will do 
right or not ; bqt I can hare no oonfidence 
in a ma» of sound mind and mature years who 
deliberately determinee his OouBle u^Km this 
question, and starts out in opposition ito the 
Government of our fiithers, made for tliem-^' 
selree and ibr their posterity ; at the same time 
I admit thetmaay good men, ttnder' the influ- 
ence of designings |>6r^ons, have been led astray. 
But yet, sir, there is a^«ertain duss !tt my com- 
munity, and aH through Missouri, whom I h»ve 
always regatded as woree enemies to the Gov- 
ernment oi th^ United States than 'fiiose who 
h^ve had the manliaels Wtakc trp arms and 
declare themselves in opeft'^ rebellion ilgdinst 
their. gove^opietit;.^ I alladejto those, men who 
claim to p^ peaceable and la^-a]i>iding citlzens» 
who are alwtgu active Jn prpmulg^ting this 
opinion on the street; l?ut when, the cover of 
night 9ome» on. th^ gaU^er ifi secret cfiuci^ses,. 
and incite unsuspecting men to open rebellion 
to the United States. This class of men is in- 
significant in point of respectability, as com- 
pared with the man who shottldel*s his musket 



and marches out against the Hag of our coon- 
try, and makes a target of himself to be shot at 
for the cause he engages in. There is some<p 
thing manly about it, although his course is 
wrong ; but the man who makes himself to 
appear before the public as endorsing law and 
order, as never violating llhe law> and as hav* 
ing no desire to do so, and who yet brings all 
his wisdom to bear to conooct some plan by 
which he may Induce others to violate thelawj 
be is decidedly the most abominable and con* 
temptible man that we can behold. 

£xeuse me, sir, for such harsh expressions ; 
but 1 have been laboring in' the cause of my 
country during this whole struggle, and some* 
times I feel ^at fsrbearaace ceases to be a vir- 
tue. Permit me to say, sir, for I speak know- 
ingly, that in a Civil war like this of ours that 
ih raging all over a prosperous country, or 
wherever an armed body of men gees, there 
win be more ot less decr^dations committed* 
You may appeal ' to every ofllcer, I care not 
what his rank may be, and he will be prepared 
to say irflh a dear conscience, that he did ev- 
erything in his power to prevent the commis- 
sion of any wrQng or outn^e, and yet that offl- 
eer may have to Acknowledge that wrongs have 
bea) committed; and the man who believes 
tliat a thousand men, a brigade, or a division 
of an army, can l>e conducted through a coun- 
try and nb wrong be committed, has a very 
limited knowledge of an armed body of men. 
But, sir, admitting that many men and oflScert 
have committed wrongs, is that an argument, 
sir, that we should turn against aprinciple that, 
fVom a cahn cohsideration, we have endorsed? 
No, sit. And here I take occasion to say, that 
while I think a different policy should have 
been adopted in some departments, or even by 
the administration, yetuo officer lives upon this 
earth, let his conduct be ever so contemptible, 
that would cause. me to turn against the Gov- 
ernment. The course of President Lincoln has 
not been what I could have desired, but it has' 
ftuled to turn me against the Government 1 
do not wish to be understood td condemning 
the course being pursued, but I do believe, sir, 
that a different policy would accomplish the 
great end sooner. But I am not arguing that; 
if I "Welre, I have no views to conceal. 

This is 1k>w lukewarmness Is oreftted. Un- 
ion mien endorse the cause of their country to 
all intente and purposes ; yet, fiir, through pre- 
judice and passion, occasioned by the wrong 
doing of certain Fedeml officers or troops, they 
allow themselves to beezdted, abanlloa tlreir 
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oanse, and throw themselves into direct oppo- 
sition to tlie Government. This is not sufficient 
to justify a denunciation of our Government 
A man has no right to he against his govern- 
ment, legally, morally, or otherwise ; and the 
man that casts his influence against his coun- 
try in a cause like this, is no man for me. I 
can treat him as a gentleman so long as he 
treats me as sudi, but his cause is unworthy to 
be endorsed. These are among the reasons 
why our Missouri troops have been neglected 
as much as they have be^i. 

When it was the lot of your humble speaker 
to be connected with the army of the Missis- 
sippi, when the Governor, or a delegation from 
the State of Illinois, or Indiana, or .Wisconsin, 
or Michigan^ would come down and visit their 
troops, and inquire what they needed, why, 
their soldiers were all mad« alive by such at- 
tention and consideration. But how was it 
with our poor God-forsaken Missouriana 1 
They had no one to visit them that X ^ver 
heard of; they never were blessed with the 
presence of a single official or agent sent there 
for the purpose of inquiring into their-condi- 
tion and wants. No, sir ; they were simply 
thrown into the fleld, and if we got anything, 
all well ; but our destiny was to go on and fight 
anyhow. , 

X desire the passage of this ordinance for this 
additional reason. If you go over the country, 
sir, as I have done, you would find that the 
wounded soldier and the widows and orphans 
of our brave soldiers but too often fall a prey 
to some wretched, three cent picayuBe, jay- 
hawking lawyer that is to be found in most 
parts of the country. Here, perhaps, is. a poor 
widow whose husband has fallen in defence of 
our common country* perhaps at Corinth^ or 
Shiloh, or luka ; the widow presents her claim> 
says she believes she is entitled to some pen- 
sion, and she greatly needs help for herself^ and 
possibly her babes. "It is a very hard case," 
replies the lawyer, ''but it is. very doubtful 
whether I can do anything for you, vei:y doubt- 
ful indeed." "X am very poor," urges the widow. 
"X have nothing ; X have to work for the support 
of myself and children." " But it is a very dif- 
cuU case," replies the man ; " but as you have 
no money to pay me for pressing your qlaims, 
and as your husband was in the Federal service, 
and was killed, if X never get anytitiing X will 
not charge you for my trouble ; but if I suc- 
ceed, it wiU take a long time, and I shall have 
to charge you 25 or perhaps 60 per cent fbr 
pressing Ihe daUn" ; and perhaps this three 



cent pteayune disgrace to the law is so igno- 
rant as not to know how to make out \be ne- 
cessai^ papers, and wiU very probably have to 
go to some one for the requisite information. 

It is a very small pittance even if ten thou* 
sand men were to concur to raise it,. but for.Biis- 
souri it is but a trifle; and there is not a Union 
man in the State who will oppose it,^ that is, on 
principle; he may upon other grounds. Ee 
may oi^se it on the .ground tliat this body 
should not use legislative authority ; but for 
no other reason can any honest man oppose it. 
In my quarter, most of the loyal men have been 
engaged in the military' service ; atid the spec- 
ulattoain greenbacks, which has been rife sll 
over .the. country,, as far it has been carried on 
in my part of the country, has been by those 
citizens who are against us in this struggle; 
and if X had wisdom enough to mark the point 
of separation, I would make tlie sympathizers 
in Missouri pay for the claims. X want to make 
those men who say they are loyal and ibr the 
Union, and never violated a law in their life, 
assist to pay the exj^nses of ooUecUng the 
claims of those soldiers wheha.ve defended a^d 
fought for the flag of their country. 

Some say wait for the Legislature to take up 
this subject. There has been too much delay. 
The XiCgislature certainly ought to have passed 
an act last winter. I am not disposed to let , 
the opportunity, pechapfe the last in my lifei 
pass by. I am her^ to demand what X con- 
ceive to be the right of our offloek>s and sol- 
diers, and the widows and orphans of men en- 
gaged in iAk9 most holy oluse for which men 
have had' to fight sincie the days of the revolu- 
tioh. ' It v^as our forefiithers that established 
this Government; and it is fi^r you and for me 
to-day to act in our proper places tixr its main- 
tenance. X iso^d not discharge my duty to 
my people nor to my God wer^ I not to prose- 
cute this war for putting down the rebellion 
and restoring order; wheth^ as a citizen, a 
representotive of the people, or in any other 
capacity, until the ds^ of my death, or until 
this wicked war agaij^t the government of my 
country shall oease^ . . / - 

Mr. BiRou. I wilt how rdiS^ and offer an 
additional section to tlie report ot thef iCominit- 
tee to whom was referred the State Auditor's 
comipunicatiori on the establishment of an 
agency in Washldgtoti City to attend to the 
claims of Missouri soldiers : 

" Section 7. Be it further ordained, That 
that the 8aid€ommis9iouer shall be author- 
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iied to euxfioj a suitable olerk, at a salary 
not exoe«diiig $1,500 per amuim, 4o be 
AQcKted and paid as the salary of the said 
Commissioner.^' 

I hare been at Washington often enough to 
luiow that only a man of first class industry 
and intelligence would be fitted for this post, 
and I hav^e no doiibt the best discretion of 
the Groremment Fill be exercised in the choice 
of such a one. The offide will be no sinecure, 
bat will be one needing the greatest energy, 
industry and integrity ; for it will be possi- 
ble, even in this position to speculate upon 
the soldiers. And the duties of the clerk will 
not be less arduous. I think an appropriation 
of $10,000 will perhaps cover the expenses of 
both Commissioner and clerk. 

Mr. Ibwih. I desire to aak my colleague 
whether^ in presenting his report, he should 
not state to the Conyention that the commit- 
tee fixed the salary of the Commissioner at 
$3,000 to enable him to employ a clerk if it 
should become necessary. 

Mr. FosxBA. The committee bad under 
adrisement the appointment of a clerk— the 
Commissioner's salary to be $2,000, and that 
of the derk $1,200 or 11,600; but, as a mat- 
ter of economyj we thought it best to fix the 
Commissioner's saUry at $3,000,. leaving him 
to employ a derk only a part of the time. 
If it had been the intention of the committee 
to appoint a clerk, the salary of the Commis- 
sioner would hare been reduced, as I think 
it should be, by at least $600. 

Mr. HixcQOooK. X suppose there will be no 
difference of opinion, as to the io^portance, apd 
more than propriety^ of making some provis- 
ion by which the pUims of officers and soldiers 
shall be prosecuted at l^ashiogton. There is, 
undoubtedly, a great deal of truth in what has 
been said as to the danger th^t many of these 
claims of our deserving soldiers may possibly 
come into the hands of, nnscrupulous and de- 
signing per^Qi^ fil^^^ to profit alike by their 
necessities, and their ignorance of the necesaa- 

ly forma.. 

The Terj iact that the .oirdinance provides 
tdit these most deserving men, whos^ gallaoti^y 
and courage, we all appreciate, and ^ whon^ 
we are indebted Cor our owif safety, sugg ^^ts 
to me the necessity 9^ a very carefu), consider 
ration of i4^ . the ^o^cMres of the ordl^ian^e, 

I ana nQt.aiire that, the. ordtnfnoe.is pecfect. 
It appears now to be ^, if^t^i qtf^pme doubt 
whether it will no^ l^ adyis^^ tp fPPPint 1^ 



derk, in addition to the commissioner, and I 
agree with the gentleman from Clinton that it 
is extremely doubtfhl whether any .one man 
will be able to do properly ail the work that 
the office will necessitate. It is therefore es- 
sential that a -careful oonaider4tion should be 
given to that, as Well as to the amount of the 
compeaaatiQn. 

Great energy and unquestioned integrity 
must be united in the person of the commis- 
sioner, should one be appointed ; and the com- 
pensation should be such as to induce a proper 
man to undertake the work. There must be 
no nnwUUngnesa to |^y for the services of su<^ 
a man as ought tobe. employed. I hav,e often 
thought that in tbis» apd other States^ a wretch- 
ed^ false economy in this respect has cost far 
more in the end than the apparent saving. I 
am therefore inclined to think it may be better 
to have this ordinance printed. It occurs to 
me» «1ao, that it is evidently necessary to en- 
force* bj suitable penalty, the provision against 
the commissioner receiving anything from those 
whose claims were to be prosecuted. Of course, 
if a suitable man be appointed, this penalty 
will.neyw be enforced, but wise legislation 
takes no such risks. ., , 
. Mr. FosTBB. The ordinance declares, he 
shall not receive any con^>^isation. 

Mr. HiTO^^OQK. True; but it prescribes no 
penalty if he should ; and a law without a sanc- 
tion is no.law^ bittt merely good advice. There 
has beoA no set action, thus far, throughout the 
S^ts^ ifith regard to supplying our citizen sol- 
diers; but the inhahitan|s of St. Louis have 
d/one their partv as loyal citizens, towards, re- 
lieving the neo9ssitias of our soldiers ; and in 
qiany.pjirts of thet State loyal and noble spirited 
meoand women ha,y^ in self-sacrificing efforts, 
generously .contril^at^ ti^ir i^eansi time and 
jefibrts for the comfort of our soldiery; and I 
am sure my firiend from Clinton county did not 
intend to overlook them, and it i§ because his 
remarks might be construed to imply a neglect 
of our soldiers that I proposed to supply the de- 
lk»ency. I know from the newspapers and 
from ci»rentreportif that this ^ true all over 
jl^ State ; and I, as a member of the delega- 
tion from St Louis, must bear testimony to the 
noble lahQrs of the Sanitary Commission, and 
the Union Aid Sod^ties^ whose members have 
given their time and means without any reward 
but tluNt which the discharge, of a patriotic du^ 
brings with i^ But not only hfis St Louis thus 
assisted in those most poble and mostio^rtant 
lfVlEM>rs ; supB^es have^ l)een gathered, and th^ 
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meuis of diftribirtiDg them provided, and ge^ 
erous contributions have been made thrimghoift 
the county and city of St Louis for the relief 
of our soldiers' widows and orphans. 

I desire to move that the ordinance be print- 
ed, and that it maj be made a special order, 
that during the interral we may all oai^ftiUy 
consider what steps It ma^ be necessary to 
take. 

Oir BKJLNOIPATION. 

Mr. Allbk. Mr. President, I more that the 
Committee on Immediate Emancipation be or- 
dered to report. It is simply to make a remat-k 
or two with reference to this subject that I'rise. 
I am one of that class of men who endeavor to 
obey the instructions of their oonstitttents ; and 
1 off^r this resolntioni simply that the viewB 
and wishes of a portion of the constitaents 
whom I represent here may at least be consid- 
ered by the committee in making their report 
\ to the Convention. Ever since this question 
was first mooted in the State, I have held it to 
be one of great moment to the State and to the 
people. It is a matter requiring a great deal of 
thought and meditation ; It must not be hazily 
treated ; it afl^ts the interests not only *of the 
white, but of the black man. - 

' I am not disposed to urge my peculiar no- 
tions, or to consult alone my private opinions ; 
but white acting for the people I must carry it 
out, or resign my position as a public servant 
Although I admit there are difficulties fn the 
way of immediate emancipation, yet I ofibr 
that resolution, as before stated, to show the 
desire Of a portion of my constituents. I desii^ 
to act for die good of tiie whole oonntry ; tot 
the good of the black man as well as the white, 
in this critical question. It must be looked at 
dispassionately. The good of the whole coun- 
try should be consider^ by this Convention, 
as, indeed, I believe It haft been Arom the first 
assembling of this body. I believe, sir, that 
this Convention is as self-sacrificing and delib- 
erative a body as has ever assembled in the 
State of Missouri. I have been astonished at 
the self-sacrificing disposition that has mam- 
ftsted itself m this body since its orgaaitation, 
notwithstandinjg the Imputations Oast upon it 
by its enemies. We witnessed here kt session, 
a year ago, a disposition manifested by many 
members of this Convention unsurpassed by 
any assembly ever convened; we sat here and 
saw members who were former members of 
the Legislature, vote themselves out of oflice, 
exhibiting that kind of patriotism that should 
characterize the conduct of the citizens of '<3ifs 



country generally. And men who have been 
accaatomed ta slavery all their live»-*wedfled 
by custom to the institatian^perhaps a mnjoi- 
ity of the members of this Conveatioi^ have 
come up here as slave-owners, to act in reier* 
ence to the subject of emancipation, and, I 
have no doubt, with the determination to aclopt 
a system ot emanclpatlpn. They come here 
for the purpose of making that sacrifice, though 
opposed to their own pecuniary interests, be- 
lieving it to be for the best interests of the State 
of Missouri. . ' 

X wish, sir, to .^lude to a classification of the 
mem^rs of this Convention which i^peared 
recentiy in the Missquri Democrat, 1 do not 
suppose we shall ever see the time when we * 
shall please everybody, or that, the time will 
ever come when we shall see alike. I was 
classed amOhg the " copperhbads ; *^ and I de- 
mur to that, if t understand what is meant and 
what tlie people understand by ** cppperhead." 
If I had been called a copperbottom 1 should not 
object, because I should have understood that 
to imply that I had settled down firmly in the 
Constitution of the cotmtry, and In fhvorof the 
Union of these States. I am willing to support 
and uphold mjr Qovernmcnt so long as two 
States in it will hang together. That is the 
kind of copperbottom I aim. I do not want to 
be coupled wiih the copt^ctheiids, if I under- 
stand what is meant by that phrase. 

I have never been very tenacious upon this 
subject. I would have been verjr willing, at 
the last session of this Convention, for the or- 
dinance introduced by Mr. Breckinridg^ to 
have passed. ' It was taught. However, that 
the time had not lUitived ; that <he public mind 
was not pr^fpared for -the change, and in all 
probability the Convention acted wisely. Bat 
the time has now cohie, and I prenume we are 
self-sacrificing enough to 66 what we deem to 
be best for the wliolb country. I have but A 
small interest in that species of proper^, but I 
would sacrifice that, and a ^at deal mme, 
for ^e sake of resiaring^(ieacte ^tM quSetness td 
our country, and'fyiacitt^ thiWgs in such a Con- 
dition that law-abiding men can be ss^e in lift 
and pto^etty, aiidln the pursuit ^f happiness. 
If the emailcit>ation of the hist kfave in the 
country' will aid In restoring peace to our dis* 
tracted and bleeding country, let it be done, 
^rod knows W6 have, had trouble enough, mis- 
fortune enough, and crime enough Committed 
in our Bfait*r. Ilohg to 'seethe tfme when ev- 
ery man tl^t'^ft k tM^ will stand up hn defence 
of law, iaaSf jttMlc^, ind right ; but Anta tile 
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peoplfe iihaU a^e im ihcit wjtimij<9Xi^ enfbrce 
the lavs of ttMOOuotr^^ we 8hiJiiieT«r hare any 
peace. Tfaiavta and robbecsiafa tile, ovder of 
tkeday. Itiaa ■daCoprtonethat aftteikda and 
fofloira apoo tl» heck of war and rerolutioB. 
TIm wont pasakaia af hmnttn nature are stinred 
«p; and men, seeing that the dril law cannot 
be enforced, deatroj proper^, commit depre- 
datiooa of all aorta, aad rain man wko are 
peaoeably diapotedt It ii a state of tbinga that; 
iboald be avoided, if potaiUe, in the liitnre; 
and I tmat that every lorer of his e9UAtry will 
do what may be needed Id reatore peace to onr 
diitraeted laad. 

lir. Obju I more the adoptian of ihe reao- 
faition of the gentlenaa from Harrison, (Mr. 
Allen.) 

Mr. Allvk hartng been' iAfbrmed that the 
Gemmittee on Emancipation was about ready 
to report, asked leave to withdraw his motion, 
which was gracnted. 

Mr. Obb ofibred the following resolutions : 

WvaamAB this CoiiTeiitioR and the eoiar 
nmdty hAve been depiiTed <^ the aeryioes of 
Judge Littleb^rry Henvhrioka^ who died At 
Mb rCBidenoe/in Springfield^ on the 10th of 
January, 1863; 

Resolved, Thst in^the death of Judge 
Hendricks this Gonyention has lost a valued 
and able member^ whose intellectual and 
unyielding devoUon to the Constitution and 
laws of the country rendered him actable and 
efficient member of this body \ that by his 
death the najbion baa lost a devoted patriot 
in thi9 6»xk hour of l^or hiatQr^, tho society \ 
in wfaioh. ^ moved an osnameal^ and his 
family aa affectionate hiuba&d and la- 
ther. 

Aaolvedf That in teetiAiOny of onr ap- 
preciation of the deceas^ and from due 
regard to his memory, tiis Oovvention will 
BOW adjoom until to-ni<yrrow moming at 9 
o'clock, and that the members wear 'the 
usual hadge of mourning daring the pres- 
ent session* r 

Betolvedf That we tender the conddenoe 
of the members of this body to the famijy 
and friends of Judge Hendricks in their 
bereavement; that these resolutions be 
spread upon the jonmal of this Conven- 
tion, and that a oopy thereof be prepared 
by the Secretary and forwarded to Mrs. 
Hendricks^ the widow of the deceased. 



Mr. 0am than Mhrered the foHoningeiil^i^ 
on Judge Hendricks : 

It ia proper that I should^ in announciqg to 
this body, the death of our esteemed lellov 
Aeabpr, Judge Lrv^LEaaaaT HKNDaicMj.(be 
haviag been one of my oolleagves,) bear aeme 
testimony to his ^ihiracter and worth. 

I am not prepared to give a history of Hit 
deceased during his youth and early manhood, 
I have only known him ^Snce 1652. I learn 
from the journals of this Convention, that he 
was bom in the State of Yirgima, about'tfae 
eomneneement of the present century; se 
that Us earthly career, in asy eptfnioa, was at 
a time, and in a land, atfording f(rsatar hopeto 
the lewrs of cMI aqd religions Ubesty than 
any in thoUsloify'of/die worM. 

I learned from the d<Meased, that in the 
spring-time of lif^ he was ah bumble m^ehanle, 
a brick mason, gainlDg his bread, by lbs sweat 
of 1^ face. After being somewhat adraaced 
Jn life he studied the profession of the law, 
aader the tutorship of Jud|^ AMel • J^tOAatct 
for whom he ever after entertained the hi^ast 
regard. 

I knew him intimately aa a lawyer d«ring 
the last ten years 6t his life. He, was not aa 
•rator ; he was naturally timid and .unasanli- 
ing, but from his strodg intallsct, quick ps«- 
oe|>thMi %ad latentiTe memory, his )clisattfelf; 
assured whtt he placed his cause in the care 
of I.ittle^erry Hendricks he would have the 
beneit of all the^ law. I hazard nothing ia 
ta^ng he was tka irsMawyer ia our sectioa 
of the State, and the besi praetitioaef wi^ 
whom I. was ever acquainted. He had» ior 
many years an •extensive pra^tioe^ sofficitbt 4e 
have made naasl|r any oths^ ;maa rich. He 
was an iadiftrsnt'fiaaadier ;; neVksr sued a mia 
ia hii Ufsy and sddom .ever aiiked for:>tfait 
which was Us actual due. 

As a temperance man, I kntfW' Jac^e' Hs»> 
dricks wdl. Ha was nsiwr a drinkei!* He was 
a member of the old Washingtoniaa, Soelsly 
fefr*4MBg0ytecB:pnRriaos to the fordiaMofbef 
the society knows as the Sons of Tempnrance. 
When I first became acquainted with Mm, the 
town of Springfield was overrun with dram 
shops. The youth of the country were by 
them being allured from the paths of rectitude, 
and educated in every species of vice and 
crime, until the gray-haired father and broken- 
hearted mother were made to mourn over their 
darling boy that had once been the hope of 
their declining years, and to look upon their 
little bright eyed girls as doomed to become 
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t)M Wives df drunkards. At this gloomy period 
Judge Hendricks became a meml^r of the Sons 
of Temperance as well as the Good Templars. 
He took a bold stand in the temperance 
reformation ; lectured and Wrote^ and I am 
happy to know that the weight of his influ- 
ence^ witlk that of other gentlemen and ladies^ 
bad worked such a reformatioii in that locaU 
■ity^ that' when the present unhappy rebellion 
was inaugurated there was not a dram shop 
in our county^ and ten thousand dollars would 
not have procured one. But^ alas, how 
changed the state of moriis in that county 
now 1 The general crash that has ruined the 
bitfd earned fortunes of men of wealth- in the 
onee happy and prosperous land— that has 
caused suffering. Borrow, and deathr^is light 
when compared wMh the wreck of BM>ralB and 
of m«n4 that have followed in its train. 

When the fanatics north and south hurled us 
into this maektrom of destruction contrary to 
^e known wishes of the masses of the people, 
Littleberry Hendricks, though not a politidan> 
became a candidate for a eeat in this Oonven* 
tion. I canvassed the district with him. He, 
Judge Jamison, and 'myself, had all opposed 
the election of Mr. Lincoln } he had voted fot 
Mr. Douglas and we for Mr. Bell, bi^t when 
Mr. tim^ln was declared elected according to 
he forms of law, he, as well as we, used his 
influence to totlsfy the voters of our district 
that it was the duty of every good man to 
stand by Mr« Lincoln as long as he would 
stand by the Constitution and laws. I haw 
iotd yt« that he was not an orator, but I shall 
ne^^r forget the appeals -made by Judge Hen» 
drfelcs daring that canvass, in favor of tlie Con* 
stitutlon, tbe Ution, and the enforcement of 
the laws. If a prophet bad made his appear- 
ance on eariih he could not more clearly have 
foretold the state of affairs that would foUow 
an nttenipf to break up this, the best Oovem- 
mentin theknown world. He admitted that 
the people of the slave Statea had been badly 
tieated by kdividuala in to north,. bwMeoitd 



that any man bad ever been wronged by the 
Government— that for every wrong there was 
a remedy in the Uwiim and under the Constitu- 
tion and laws, and proposed to quit the caa^ 
vass if our opponents would point out one itol- 
itary evil without its legal rerafedy. He made 
a speech at GaHna, in Stone county, a few 
days before the election, one hour long, which 
for clear demonstratiMi, sound reasoning and 
forcible argument, in my judgment, surpassed 
any effort I ever heard by any man ; and as aa 
evidence of its appreciation by others, I be- 
lieve we got the votes of every voter la At 
county then present except one. He was 
elected by au/ almost unanimous vote. How 
he disebarged the ardneue duties devolving oa 
him after the Convention met, you are ap- 
prised. I have thor. pleasure of knowing that 
he and I uniformly voted and acted togethsr* 
When some of the friends of the Administra- 
tion commenced urging ra.dical measures, he 
then as earnestly contended that we be gov- 
erned by the Constitution and laws, as he did 
when canvassing the district He said Jeff. 
Davis and his followers had set out to break 
up the Government by breaking down the Con- 
stitution and laws ; that loe bad. set out to pre- 
vent it ; and unless we closely adhered to it 
we could not expect Union men of the South 
or misguided Secessionists to come back. 

At the time of his death he was Judge of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuity having been ap- 
pointed by Governor Gamble, and was giving 
universal satisfaction. 

He is buried amid the ruins of the home of 
his adoption, murdered, not by pistol and 
sword, but by the rack of mind caused by aa 
over anxt<Mis deeire for the pevt)eitttiity and 
welfare of, and dark foreboding f ean for, the 
destiny of bis beloved country. 

I believe he was trtUy the noblest work of 
God, an honest i;ian« 

The resolutions having been adopts, the 
Cooventiop adj»urne4 to Saturday^ 9 o'^Oock 
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S13tTH DAY. 



Sahirday^ J\uke20, 1863^ 

Convention met at 9 o'clock a. m. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal read and approved. 

Mr. Woodson^ as chairman of the committee 
to whom was referred the ordinance concern- 
ing incorporated institutions, made the follow- 
ing report, which, on bis motion, was laid upon 
the table, subject to be called up at any time : 

Hon. BOBBBT WlLSOK; 

PremdmU oftfu Convention, 

Your committee to whom was refened 
the ordinance concerning incorporated in- 
stitationS} having had the same under con- 
sideration, h>g leave to submit the follow- 
ing report : 

la order to avoid what might be re- 
garded unnecessary legislation, they hare 
so naodified said ordinance . aa to make it 
applicable to iacorporated literary institu- 
tions only ^ and have limited th^. time in 
which the curators, officers or trusteefl 
thereof shall be allowed to take the oath, 
provided lor in the act in question, to the 
Ist day of August, 1863> thereby restrict- 
ing legislation within the narrowest limits 
possible, and allowing no more time than 
what is reasonable to afford delinquents an 
opportunity for reinstating themselVes, if 
they shall so desire. ' 

Tour committee believe that the condition 
of many of such corporations, especially 
Columbia Christian Female College, Colum- 
bia Baptist Female College, and Westmin- 
ster College, (and from the limited perio^l 
allowed, seven dftyB onlyjiot. taking the re- 
quired • oath, 4t is fai4r > 4o suppose many 
otbet^^are ^thtrly situated,) render it 
hi^ly necessary knd proper that the Con- 
vention grant ihe relief provided for hy the 
ordinance. ! 

Your committee are aware of. the disin- 
clination on the part of this body to do 
anything that properly .belongs to the Lf^j^ 
iilatujr^'; but inasmuch as s^ delay pntil 
the next tneeting of the General. A^ss^bly 



would occasion much embarrassment, if not 
positive injury to the institutions named, 
they trust the Convention will forego such 
objections, and except this application from 
their uniform practice. If any interest, 
other than our edueational were likely to 
be prejudiced by the rule of the Conventioi^ 
the injury would prove less detrimental 
to the pubUoh' Let us foster and cherish 
education, by affording to it all the aid and 
facilities within the scot)e of our powers %6 
grant ; and especially, as in this instance; 
where the necessity for granting relief has 
not been superinduced by any fault or 
wilful negligence on the part of those cor- 
porations. 

Your committee therefore return to the 
body, of which you are the presiding offi- 
cer, the ordinance as modified, and respect- 
fully ask its adoption. 

W. WoopsoN, y 

J. S. Allen, . > Committefi. 

Georgb W. Dunk, S 



OBniNAKCE TO PROSECUTE MISSOUSI CLAIMS. 

. Mr. Foster asked leave to am^nd the er^i* 
qance for the appointment of a commission to 
prosecute the claims of Missouri soidiers. The 
amendments, which consisted of slight verbal 
altera^pns, were agreed to. 

Mr. Stewart desired to say that he should 
record his vote in accordance with his feelings 
in the matter. At the same tiine, he believed 
it to be improper for this Convention to enter 
upon any such special legislation as the ap- 
pointment pf this agency implies. He was 
opposed to any sinecures, but he believed it 
due to the soldiers ctf, the State to havo a fair 
represeutation at Wa«bingtoo,Kaad in the^Coli- 
grass of the United States^-SMaebody that 
wopld M^eod to their interests} but he wa^ 
pecfeetly satisfied that a eommisiAoiier, with a 
salary of $3,000 a, year, and said salary to be 
paid in advanc^^ w^iild not attend to ttie datiss 
required of him. He bad notioed that when a 
man was paid a big salary in advanse, upon the 
idea that he is a faithful .representative, be jm 
very apt to be remiss in his. duty. * He would) 
nsvertMlsssi, vote for tilie Wasbipgton Sta(0 
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Agwcj, baeaase he would pat himself upon 
the record as doing nothing to eonflict with 
what he conceived to be for thegoijd and 
interest of the soldier; but he should vote with 
a mental reservation that the commissioner 
would not do^his duty. Blissouri was willing 
and abundantly abl^ to pay a commissioner 
$3,000 to any one able and wilUhg to look afte^ 
the ^soldiers' interest; but from his present 
conviction of what would be effected by the 
Appointment, he Would not give much for the 
benefits resulting from it. If the report was 
*^ted, and It nestrit^d in any good to the 
soldier, be sboittd rej«ic«i hot his bdief was it 
#aB a caak huiBEbiig.^ut this wsithe vge of 
bimbugs. Bt.dloiiJdpiicfer.taTerer it toihe 
X«fi*liitare| but if the Coiivetttioh, during its 
fAort-UFfd BetsMin, thougl^ prop^ (o act, he 
wouW vote for th^ adoption cf the report. 

Mr. ItwiN* I doubt very mueh 4he propriety 
of attempting to UigislMe vpttn a unX^t whleb 
clearly does not come within our province* 
Had, there been ^o State , Legislature in exist. 
^ cnce, the case would be diffejeat j but we have 
a Legislature, and one elected long since this 
Convention was brought into existence; and 
that being the case, I think it is highly proper 
that this Copvention should not proceed in a 
matter of thisWd. ^ftbip riole we^e departed 
from in any Instance, I admit that it might be 
for the cjass sought to. be, be^^^fittf cj^^by. .this 
ordinance. The ordinance purports to. be for 
the benefit «f our brave sdrifers. » l^irtirft me 
to say, sh-, ihkt I stand heiie as the friend of the 
soldier— and i th!hk ^vely gentleman present 
•tands in a like posiffon— and it would afford 
me the greatest pleasure to do anything Ih^ my 
pow*, as a member of this COHVeirtiim, to aid 
the brave men who- haiw mad^ such stfcrfflees 
in the hour of IMr e»«ntry«s.need, but I am 
larlrom being cob>viiieifd> that this would bb 
^*ain«i by the passage of this iOfdtnMide. If 
tWs oommissi^ntii were :appointe^y il appears 
to me that all the jfteeessary papers '#o^ld«lU) 
ka«e ita be pre)>ared heve, «im} that m^t,« not 
all^'tbe 4xpebse«.now attending proceedings iOf 
thi» kind wwKid hav^ t6 b^ inoii^r«d b^ore the 
papers !re»€hed thebotamisfifiotter at Washing^.' 
ton I and if^al^ifs'tfere' c^ase, it is efear hy'my 
■itnd that tils «nlftiaifc# (w^Wd'be lat from 
eifoeting the ^pose for wtffch tt ii Intendeds 
I mustrc^ett^flirr, that this legishitlon is not the 
legittmate'busitiess of this Convention. It is 
truey sir, we have. per|>etuated our existeiic^ 
flrott time ta time, afnd this body has b^cri 
Wofed upottiwith suspicionf, Ifrowkig ©uf of thtf 



fact that they have assumed powers for which 
we were not elected 5 but I think, sir, we should 
not, hs ttiir case, take upon ourselves powers 
that belong only to the Legislature. 

Mr. Phillips. I do not rise for the purpose 
of urging upon thfe body its duty towards our 
soldiery. I preeume there is not here a patri- 
otic heart that does not throb with a desire to 
extend to them the hand of alleviation and 
charity. The hearts of us all must beat with 
exultant pride as we contemplate the fields 
upon which bur volunteers have illustrated 
anew our valor, vindicated our patriotism^ and 
made us the palladium of the Union. They 
command our admiration, as they deserve our 
liberality. But it occurs to me that there is in 
the minds of many a miscoBceptlon of the issue 
presented, in the ordhjanee ; and as to Its mer- 
its, from my relation to the army, I miij aot 
vatnly claim to speak of the Importance of the 
agency sought to be eetablished. 

Missouri has a l^rge army in the field, from 
which a large number' of soldiers are being 
daily discharged on account of disability and 
other causes incident to the hardships of the 
sfervice* These men are generally, frbm their 
vocations irir life, unacquainted with the process 
to be gone through to secure their claims 
Agaiirtt' the Government, and, **er neeessit4Ut 
nt,^* are compelied to procure the services of 
an aMoroey or agent} and as an evidenee of 
the- immense aoftount of business gtowing out 
of this neoesaity, there ma^^ be found at every 
military post in Missouri agenci^a and ^^ sharp- 
ers,^' who jare not pnjy m?iidng a living, but 
ire accumulating money by attending to these 
claims f and, yrhilst there naay be honorable 
exceptions, the great majorfty of these agents 
are most unscrupulous in. their charges, and 
fleece the soldier Out of a large share of his 
hard-earned money. 

The discharged soldier returns to his home 
with-flle peouniapy frtut of hti'lBervices in kis 
inal s^tement papers. He finds his faiaily in 
penury xnd wanW^their scantj^ dress and skeier 
ten jfffrms i^athetieiiliif pleaidil^; ^or the b4fA 
^^ces^ies of .11^^, The •QH!P|fdFP^tfi^t%tt|]ja|^ 
a ^d, of ,Uiiger^ng,4|8aaae, un^e> l<^ok after 
a c)aim>,|^fbapa made difficuU^of collection 
by reason of the positive inefficiency or neg^lU 
g^nce of his officers, dell vers, it over to an 
agent, an^ tl^ls avaricious monster, tating a4,- 
vantage of the extremity of the soldier, charges 
fite twenty 'or perhaps fifty per cehtM the 
coitection^ ^hlfeh costs' the Agent tbelabb^- of 
Writing tw6 or tttf^e letters. - 
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Xliese gro9s Impoflitteim mre boiag praoiiced 
tIroQKHoiit tha beoad eztcotof this Slate, and 
cry €f»t to tkiB CotttntUon for isaoc Ai^r^ ^ Shall 
wt not bear thU ery ? The ai^ vt t/to thou* 
sum) dollars propoaed ta be '«fipropnated hj 
thiaovdiaaiicefor the aoldien^ relief ia a small 
pittaneeyand wiU^aot be felt by the people i» 
tilt e^eiTftte. : Bat, tbr esaetioai made upam 
the tadiTidaal soldier is ja bdrdeh gdeffooa to 
be borne, espootallf when has wUe -and Httle 
ones are dependent upon his meagre iMrages for 
ths bare supfiliea of yfhw 

Another evil to be vemedlod by Hm as* 
Ubltshttient of Ifats agency, istheiiapodeat lo* 
fsrposittoD of a set of jo66ert, wboiafaengtged 
in seducinf from the sendee a tsertsctn'claae of 
soldiers. There are all over Missoari^iii al* 
nost a^Fery viHage, a set of legal' gentleawii 
whose lore of their prolesaiaii and -its emehiN ' 
nenti is stronger. than- thetriiralor and patriotV 
ita. Often tfieaeiyins-eyed xofaiidas of mam« 
isea get boM .ol a^ eoaiplaiaiDg aoMier, 
pvsuade him that he la pelrmaaeaftly dtaabled, 
andeagage.to aaeuEa hia diaeharjoe/jcotlaot hia; 
pay and his paaslon. I bare bad maa to de- 
sert tinir command, and otbers ^go' hotna On 
Airieiighs, and be sorprisad to reeeiTa letter* 
from loeal altomeys and agenta, aditng- ihait I 
weoM be so kind and obliging as tovhafefuT' . 
Dished tha diacfaarge and Anal akateminti 
paperrof avck a man, in order tbaf they might 
be eaabled to secure /or kkffmU^(t) pay dve> 
pensioo, Itc. And not nnfreqaently thaa^ 
oeddiesome fellofvrs wfll actually pe^aaade a 
mtathat be i» akh evaa aatd deaths daoaiog 
tterictira tof their lapaetty to hadg'lihd '^uXbt 
troond a haaptta), mntH the* Sorgeon, waRied 
islo the idaa that there aMst be aome otfoidt 
<iisease eating away tha bfe oi the deceiver, 
Wfitis him out acerttficste of diaahilitypcag- 
Qsotwirb all the4achnicalitiBS ottb&firoCeesian 
^ as long aa an authoress^a pc^ce to^a 
book. • 

I haye been unspeakably annpyed,.^. this 
pvticuUr I and no doi^bt but n^jr expei;ie|M^ 1$ 
tiiat of evary regimental eomoM^ndei; in ,tbe 
nnrice. JUet this wrong find its correction, in 
^ establiahfOAiit of tbia agency , at once pro- 
tsctiag the aaldser and ib^ service* ..^ , 

It 19 a/yoed by the gaatlamAV from B^ohan- 
aa» (Mr. Slewart,) . that this ia in srttempt te 
tttMe a aaara ainaaure,o&ae for somd geatle- 
Bia who will apond biatime in .feveUy, con^ 
^«e our monay U oj^er auppera^raad wholly 
Mgleet tbo mfarests of these soldi^nf. Now^ 
Mr. PraaideAiy if there ba:any.irkVM in thiaa»» 



gumaat, it w e al d apply wHh e^aal feme agfdaat 
any other offieial ioaumbaafb. Yea might upoi^ 
tha aame parity ol raaianingaagye agaiasttha 
ptapHaty. iOf aendiag to Waahington City a 
SanaloT Or Bapraaentative, if revelling and eat* 
iag oytdera arc inaorn^ettatable. objeotions* 
Tou might aa well refluae to send a delegate to 
this body if refelUBg>^ eating oyataesi or dxink* 
iag whildcy, are to work a disfjrattchisement of 
any part #f the^ people, la tha very neture and 
orgaaiaatioa of o«r GofaraaieBt wa are bouad 
to trust man iik a repreaentative and fiduciniy 
ca^adity y aadr aU tidat can be dona by thoio- 
so dekgatiig and fcniattng a man^ is* by p^A 
cattttonary legiskttoii ^nt cantiona oontaftiit^ tm 
thxo9^Mound thu agent all tha aaf egnaarda and> 
reetraints poasAhle. Tbisia^carefutty provided 
far iactbe londiilani^*, The temir^ of the Cam- 
naisaioaer'a offico ia ^ade . 4o depemd upon hia. 
int«egvijty> fidelity mA a^tivi^. He by pa 
meaJM is in^sted with/a^Ufe estate. He ia 
the appeijnt}ee of the Qover.iior, liable to have 
bia appointment revoked on the firs^ ooeaaioa 
of any dereliction, or deliaquenoy.' Added to 
which is M, atftoog; paaal^y attaebed by -the oi^ 
dinance to any malfeasAn^e in oilce. The ob- 
jection itv^ref ore of the gentleman is fully an- 
swerved in the proviaioMS of thelaw creating 
the oScfi. 

Again it is ftoatande4 that tl^re is aJrei^ly 
ample provisioi^ in jdielaw (9 p^otac^ theaol- 
dier agai|iA^. tb^ esacttona of 8el|*cofistituted 
agents, and officere at Washington City whoaa 
d^aty 11^ M ^ i^tWiid to aach claims. This may. 
be ti7ie.,..3u^, the ao,ldii$r is ignorant of these 
acts o£,(;bDgpesfr af^ be would have to pay ft^ 
lawyeciiye doUariito inform him about them |^ 
whereas Ibafact of a General Commissioner at 
Waabington wouldhe kn^wnin evisry tent i^^ 
the army, and for ikruc^iUif the. soldier $ould, 
get fall, tbfi nacfSfl^y inlormfttipA and. forma 
inblaivk,; It is tru^ tbar^ is a. Coinmifiiiynair 
of fPonaifins 4t, the national Qapitoit ^ but bi3 ia 
a national worki ,W||houtaome-pnf whose ea« 
peciaVdutjr.aad interest iX is- to ^(^ after indict 
vidual interests, to<,f9^ur. up t|»a department 
derkaand uig« o^.a paiitifiu^er claim, it y^iXk, 
lie theie foe lU^on^ Jl| not yoara« buried amid? 
the rabbish of^iaccunMiMted business, and tbO/ 
hand of ra^urrectipn would find th^ soldiei; and 
bis widow long a#leep in their gipavee befora 
thfse clajmft' would >e xai^cbed by the tardy 
band oS, an official who. lakes tbep up only in^ 
their ordeTf, 

Tha legalobjeotion taken to the passage of 
thiaopdinaflie aiaymet be without force. Itt 
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ptthtips maj iMrt hay« been coDlempliited in 
the organic act of ttae Convention that matterf 
of special legislation flhonld be acted upon by 
us. But the creative act of this body it to 
comprehensive and far-reaching, that I am not 
prepared to say that vre may not lawfully pass 
this ordinance. Certahi it is that the Conven- 
tion has often exercised power extraordinary^ 
ftvolved out of the very necessities of the case 
and the inexorable emergencies of the limes. 
Tlie incalculable amount of good to be accom* 
lushed by this action would be a sufficient jus- 
tification for the exercise of a doiibtf ul power. 
A persistence in this speciel of special legisia- 
tt6n must be entrusted to the vnsdom and pru- 
dence of tbm body to check and strangle when- 
ever it becomes pernicious or dangerous. 

Refer this question to the Legislature^ and it 
may sleep the sleep of death, or they may 
defer action upon it for months. In the mean- 
time the interests 6f your soldiery Are suffer^ 
ing and perishing, and these legal vampires 
throughout Ihe State are sucking away the 
very life substance 6t the widow and orphan 
of him who haerfallen in the war for theUuiou. 

Mr. McFsRRAK. I must enter' my protest 
against laying ' this matter on the table. I 
regard this ordinance as one of great importance 
to a large class of the people of this State. It 
is an OTdlnance, sir, for the benefit of. fee 
widows and orphans of thoSe who have been 
engaged in the service of their country; and I 
shull exceedingly regret if the CoUvention 
should postpone a matter by which s6 much 
good can be done at so small an outlay. It is 
to be regretted that the State of Mlsstmri, the 
State Legislature, and the Gcmventiob, hare so 
long delayed to do justice to the claims and 
wants Of her soldiers in this respect ; more 
especially as 6ther States have, by the appoint- 
ment of agents to visit the battle-fields, and by 
other means 6f relief, aided those of their own 
Stated who:^ve fought and suffered tn ^e 
cHuse of their country. It is unfortunate for 
the i^eputation of Missouri that nothing of this 
khkd has b<Ben <lbne by otir' State authorities; 
and now, >when it is proposed here to appro- 
priate a pittance for the benefit of that class to 
Whom we all owe so miich> olr io the widows 
or orphans of those who have fallen in the 
defence of their country; an attempt is made to 
postpone it, 6i^ to defeat the measute entirely. 
I trust, sir, it Will not be delayed, but that the 
ordinance will be passed unanimously. 

Mr. Samplk Oaa was opposed td the adop- 
tion of any such measure by the Oonv^tion. 



It was not their province to legislate upon 
sQch matters, of vote money for any such 
purpose. An attempt would be made, he folly 
expected, to pngxidice the soldiers sgainst those 
who did not vote for the adoption of tlie report, 
and as opposing the r%hts of the widow and 
orphan. The blood Of Missouri's eons bad 
been freely shed, and their bohes vrere whiten- 
ing every battle-plain $ and it )wa8 the duty of 
dlSzens to do anything and everything they 
could legally do to ameliorate the condition of 
the wounded and disabled soldier, and the 
widows and orphans of those who had fallen. 
But he toAtld tot vote for the proposition, even 
though he should risk being pointed out ts the 
soldier's foe, with a view to his assassination. 
He took the ground that they bad not the 
powers legally, to carry aut the recommenda- 
tions of the eoramitteew It was properly the 
duty of the Legislature,' which would assemble 
in a few months^ iand 4ie was quite willing, 
should it be tiiought desirable, to recemmoid 
the measure to the Legtslature ; and also the 
propriety of, voting ten or a hundred tlionsand 
doQars bo meet: the wants and neeessitiesof oqr 
soidiera.- Heivas adverse to the creation of more 
new officeO. The eountry was filled with 
Federal officers, newly appointed, and be 
hoped no more would bo appointed unless some 
better reiCson could be given tiian bad yet been 
advanced* He contended that the imposHioDS 
now praetiiied upon sotdiero would be little if 
at all abated by the appointment of a commis- 
sioner at Washington. With this commisdoner 
or agent at Washington, the necessary papers 
would still have to be made out here, and 
occasionally your ^ three eent pf«vf une law- 
yera'' would be' employed to prepave and 
forward them, aad ho doubted not that nearly 
if not the same amount of hnpoaition wotdd be 
practiced as was the ease at present. 

Mr. Gravxlly. I understand, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that nearly every State in the Union has 
done sbbething in the direction In which we 
are nOw asked to lefeisjaie. I think, therefore, 
the prbpoJjltion of the gentletean frolh Adair 
is, OH public grounds, eitiinently proper and 
deserving the consideration of the Convention. 
It was for that reason t moved its reference to 
a committee. That com mitt «e', which was 
appointed hy the President, bare ttnanlmonsly 
recommended the passsgo of the 'Ordinance 
now before the Convention. I am somewhat 
sorprltoed at the arguments sent 1 amen have used 
ia opposhoig this ordinance. The geotlemaa< 
from Greene says he is ia favor of aiding the 
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Midler md AjifvoprnMof mUntiy lor Us benefit, 
and doing all Ubrnt is poteiblo to •di'A&ce the 
iaterwtB ot the ditcharged solditf, abd the 
widowi and orphaDa of thofe who have f aUtn $ 
but be tbinka thia ia a note in the wrong 
directioo. Almoat every Slate baa made ar- 
raageaenta of this charactery and the reiaarka 
of the gaotkflian from Adak ought to aatiafy 
tbe Cooventioa that great ii^taUee is being 
d<»ae our aoldier% who are being diaebarged for 
woonda and lAclukeafi and the widows and 
orpbaos of those m^Uy who ate now allowed to 
fall a prey to the sp«eulation» of landHBharks, 
but which might be avoided by the appointment 
o/a commifdoner at Washington, whose duty 
it would be to attend exclusively to Missouri's 
daims. It is unfair, sir, to say that the claims 
of our soldiers would not be attended to by oar 
agent in consequence of idleness and dissipa- 
tion. It is unfair, sir, to suppose that so unfit 
a person wouM be. appointed | but if such a 
ihkg happened, it is equally unfair to assuH»e 
that he would not be instantly removed, and 
a mw faithful officer put into his place. 
Another reason urged against this measure, 
aod one deserving of more serious considers* 
tioo, is^ that it is the proper business of the 
Legislature, and should be left for them, and 
that it would be disorderly for \he Convention 
to interfere in the, rnatt^* But you must 
recollect that the Legislatvve does not convene 
till November^ while there pire thousands, and 
perhaps tens of thousands; of claima.of this 
character that need immediate attention* I 
have no doubt^ if tbe measure is defeated now, 
it will be passed by the next Legislature | but, 
^B view of 4 he pressing necessity of the cm^j I 
hope the Convention will adopt the proposition 
at this time. ; , 

Mr. Stxwabt. T%to«gh 1 am oppobed to 
special legislation by this body, I sball never- 
theless vote fMT this ordinanjse* This measure 
^res the soldier bis rights.^ and if there is one 
cbss of people asore entitled Coirespeet by this 
GoversnaeDt th»* anoihsr, it is the sokUer who 
has been in tbe field. But I hope seme man 
will be appointed who will prove to be a friend 
to the witk>w and orphan, aad who will help, 
to dry tbe tears that have been shed en acconnt 
of tl^ infernal rebellion. Some geatlemen 
leem to think we have no right to speed so 
aach MkOMBy for the soldier. You have spent, 
enough money to build two wide railreads to 
the Pacific i yom have spent money eaeugh to 
ihq» every nepo to his home beyond the Jtea, 
where he belen^s-^-aad . we have sympithhew 



enough to do it-«<Mtd here we are quarreling, 
and flying, as <with daggecs ia.our bauds, at 
eaeh other's throats, whIAe f ainilies are bxoksa 
up, husbands and wivee . separated, and* all 
because we are afraid to vote tUs pittance to 
the widows and orphans of our soldiers. It 
may not be exactly proper for us to leglslatu 
in this matter ; but I believe in that pulsation 
of tbe human heart, and I believe the great 
heart of the people is in this matter, and that 
it ought to be and will be respected. 1 should 
vote against this ordinance if. I did nottUnk- 
it as legitimate as any other that has been or 
that will be passed by this Convention. It is 
for a class of people who are to t>e respected } 
who have, by tbeir sacrifices, earned « title to 
our respect and gratitude. They have suffered, 
in solitude, cut tbeir scanty b^ead ubh^eded | 
and while devastation and misery have been, 
their lot, they have laid, down upon their pil- 
lows in full confidence that they would be 
protected. Whether they looked to Heaven or 
to us, I will i}ot say ) but as true as, there is 9M 
omnipotent power, we ^allbe held rctsponsible. 
if we do injustice ,to those whose blood has 
been poured out in defence of the institutions of 
our- forefathers. And, therefore, though I am 
opposed to special legislation, I shall vote for 
this ordinance above all others, inasmuch as it 
proposes to give justice to men wh^are entitled 
to it. i 

Mr. Yanbubki&k. I beg to offer the follow^ 
ing resolution : 

Betobfeti, Tbsjl the ordinance entitled **A& 
ordinance to i^point* a Commlsaioaer for the 
State of Missouri to proseeute: the dsdms/of. 
Missouri troops and militia* and others/' bece- 
ferredto the GleneralAssemblj, with the re*' 
comnoendation thut they investigate the subjeot 
therein contained, and take such action as may 
seem to that body necessary and proper to pro- 
tect the interest of Misoouii troops. 

4fr.FosTaa« If I understand the gentleman'* 
motion aright, its eiihct will be, ^ so far as the 
disposition of this question is c<nioerned, to lay 
the ordinance upon the table^ and tiius dispose 
of it before this body, Kow, sir^ 1 cannot re- 
gard Ais movement but in onelight : it issim- 
ply a dodge by members of this GouTttition to 
keep froi(i lottng .u)^ the direet questioa ; 
although, :sir, 1 Imve no idea that.the mover of . 
this proposition, intended any such. thing. He, 
ofEara it,! have no doaht^.en a ivery different 
ground, namely, that he is opposed to this body 
legislating upon a question that he thinks right*^ 
UMj belongs to ^he Le^islatare. Whefhes a 
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gentlsBum ▼otee Ibr or mgiAnat this ordhuoice 
!» no inround for me to impt^ his motives ; 
hot I oonceire liUs proposition embraces a sim- 
ple ^estion of jostioe to the soldier, and £or 
that reason I Mpe this body wiU act upon die 
proposition, and not leave it to the Legislature. 
The gea^maB from Greene is opposed to tliis 
measore because he does not want to see new 
Oflloes multiplied/ and I Understood him to in- 
timate that the introduction of such a measure 
into this body might be in anticipation of a seat 
in Cohgress from some particular part of tiiis 
State. I will just say to the gentleman ^t he 
Biay be at ease so for as I am concerned. The 
gentieman from Greene is a zealous man, and I 
hope and trust he had no other motive in view 
than to aid and comfort those whom this ordi- 
nance proposes to benefit ; and I am prepared 
Ht^ say of him, or any other man, that if he had 
any other motive^ it was not a pure one. The 
supporters of this proposition, I am inclined to 
think, have in view the good of the soldier, the 
widows and orphans; but if they have any 
dtber motives in view, I do not think they are 
pnre ones, and I am not here to defend them. 
I hope this motion to refer the ordinance to 
the General Assembly will be voted down, fbr 
if there is a member on this floor who is not 
willing to do everything in his power thkt is 
reasonable and just for an American citizen to 
do in behalf of the soldier and his family, I 
wacnt his vote recorded. If gentlemen who vote 
against this proposition do so because they do 
not desire to act here as legislators, to such 
metibers, if they can justify tiiemselves in that 
way, I Iwve not a word to eay. Others will 
vote 'Against this meatuse,' becansei in tiieir 
heart of heartsi they do not want to do anything 
t0 benefit the soldier, or to aid the cause of &e 
soldier's widow and orphan. I state here tikat 
tlierd aie nien who wiU vote against this meas- 
ure purely because they are opposed to doing 
aiiythiag for the defenders of their oountifr. 
B«t the gentleman firom Gfeene intimales that 
his opposition to this measure may lead to his 
b^g pointed out as ka enemy to the soldier, 
for the purj^ose of liaving him assassinated. 
Let me say to the gentleman from Greene, and 
to any others who may think with him, that I 
know of 00 American soldiers, wh« have been 
marching* under "the flag of their coentry, de- 
tetmined to carry it to victory or deatit, who 
ate disposed to assassinate peaceable, low- 
aliidiig dtixens. If' men, tmder any ciroum* 
stiittces, lUitf assas s i n ated, I venture to say, sir, 
that lilnety^nine .ovi of every hundred hat» 



brought the oalaaii^ about l^y t)ieir own oon- 
diict. I hope sfr, there is no member on tiiia 
floor who desires: to put any gentieman on the 
record as deeirous of having him assassinated. 
I am as muck opposed to assassi n ation, imder 
any possible oircuiMtaiieeBi as any member on 
this floor, and I am equaUy opposed to genlle- 
men so repeatedly waking such ehaiiges against 
the Federal soldiers and fHends of the Govern- 
ment that they are bent on sooh crimes as mur> 
der and assassination. It fhUs en my ear, Mr. 
' President, vrith «n ekeeedhigly bad grace; it 
has an unpleasantness that I cannot overcome 
If gentiemen conceive that they have a right to 
call the Federal foroee a band of thieves, rob* 
hers and assassins, tikey must do so; hut we 
have a right to demand of them. to make good 
their assertions. I never designedly bring up 
a personal oonffiot with any man; but when I 
hear such charges made against the defenders 
of our homes and country, I eannot, sir, ait 
quietiy in my seat and leav^ sudi calumnies to 
pass unrebuked. 

That there may be occasional wrongs com- 
mitted by our forces, I freelyadmtt; and those 
who suppose an armed body of men can make 
long marches through a eonnrtry and net com- 
mit some trifling offences, have little knowledge 
of the nature or requirements of a miHtarj 
fort^i But, sir, it is these wholesale charges 
made against the FedersI ^mmand, that its 
forces are thieves, tebbers and assassins, tiiat 
moves me to bifermy hnmhle but most solemn 
protest.' ' 

The tolls, Bufl^iln^, endurance and sacrifi- 
ces of our soldiers, Mr. President, demands 
this smalt measure of justice at our hands. It 
is in their behalf I demand action of this body, 
and I demand it now. 

Mr. HmoBOooKi. . I derire to ask a qnestidn 
of the gelBtleman in reference to the pnictioal 
working of this bill^whe&er, in the e^ventof m 
commissioner being iippointed at Washiagton, 
it would Dot stiik leave the main work of pte? 
paring the. soldiers' papers to be done here in 
Missouri? 

Mr. FoaTBS. I wHl answertha gentleman's 
question to the best of my ability. It may do4 
relieve the soldier of the entire diflealty, \mt tm 
a very ooasidmabie extent it wil. Ifacooq^^ 
tent commissioner be appohited, he wiU hiEw)^ 
such a set of bbukks prepiued, with instroetf one 
so ftdl and eomplete^aeeoospanying the bfamka, 
that the «sost ordinary bnsiBess man conld i 
ibekhmk and fiil'it up. That the oont 
measosejifill^ ralieve^the aoidier of Ae entlao 



Digitized by LjiOOQIC 



105 



work and dffflciiltjr, I do not belieyc^ ; bot the 
blanks to be prepared by the commissioner will 
be so simple and complet« that any business 
man, or the clerk of any coupty or circuit oonrt, 
or indeed any one having the right to adminis- 
ter an oath, would hare the qualifications, and 
be able to fill up these papers, and all that 
would liave to be done then would be to trans- 
mit it to Washington to the commissioner, who 
would take charge of it, and attend to the col- 
lection of the daim if correct, or return it in 
case it was not correct. 

Mr. DaAKR. If any case could be presents 
ed in which 1 would consent to have this Con- 
Tention go into matters of Ifgislation, this, 
probably, is the case that I would make an ex- 
ception over almost any other that could be 
presented. But, sir, with all the earnest de- 
sire that I have had since this war broke out 
to aid our soldiers in every possible way, I do 
not see how I can, consistently with my judg* 
ment as to our province here, go into this kind 
of legislation more than into any other. Were 
we in a legislative body, the gentleman from 
Adair would find me every way willing to 
promote his view.*, the very moment that he 
satisfied me that it would be for the benefit of 
the soldiers and their families. But, sir, if we 
are to go Into this kind of legislation, the next 
thing will be that other members of the €k>B- 
vention will have other matters of legislation 
which they will feel ought to be attended to, 
and we cannot tell where we are to land if we 
once undertake to resolve this Convention into 
a legislature. 

This Convention was elected under a law 
which dec^red that the condition of public af- 
&irs, two years and four mombs ago, demanded 
that a Convention of the people be called to 
take such action as the government and welfai^e 
of the State may require, and it was demanded 
of the Convention by that act to consider the 
then existing relations between the Govern- 
Bsent of the United States and the people of the 
Stale of Missouri, and to adopt such measures 
for vlodicatingthe sovereignty of the btate and 
the protection of its institutions as should ap* 
pear to them to be demanded $ and if it is 
worth while to recur to a fundamental law of 
flijs ConTention, I think it is worth while to 
eoBSfder whether the propositions put before 
the CoBTsntion is a «iatter that comes within 
the scope of the purpose for which this Con- 
Tentioo was elected. I am free to eay, Mr. 
Predkieiit, that I do not think it does $ I am 
free to aey tkai I do not think the other prop* 
12 



ositions of legislation now on the table of this 
body come within that scope. 

I can find among the ordinances printed in the 
former proceedings of this Convention no in- 
stance where this Convention has consented to 
go into matters of legislation. They have 
passed ordinances touching the condition of 
the State in its relation to the General Govern* 
ment and the conditien of the General Govern- 
ment with reference to the people of the State. 
But no instance can I find among the ordinan- 
ces of this Convention of attention to mere 
legislation; and I am informed that the Con- 
vention has resolutely set its face against any- 
thing of that kind through its whole sittings, 
and I must be permitted to say that I think 
they acted with eminent propriety. For these 
reasons, Mr. President,.on the score of the ex- 
ercise of power, I cannot vote for this ordi- 
nance. I mean to vote for the reiolution 
which has been presented to refer the matter 
to the liCgislature with a recommendation to 
them to iuquiie into it. 

It matters not to me, sir, that the gentleman 
from Adair chooses to apply contempt to my 
action in this respect, and which he has no 
proper right to apply. It does not matter to 
me that any Individual member of the Conven- 
tion may choose to say that I am dodging the 
question. It matters not to me that a meniF 
her of the Convention may choose to say that 
if I vote to refer this proposition to the Legis- 
lature I am voting against the soldiers' inter- 
est. It matters not to me, sir, that any gen- 
tleman mny choose to say that in voting for 
this proposition I am voting in company with 
members in this Convention who do not want 
anything done for the soldiers at all. I can- 
not help these things. Gentlemen may impute 
what they choose to me as the ground and 
principle of my action here. I mean to vote 
according to my conviction of the legitimacy 
of action on the part of this Convention. I 
am not afraid, sir, I am happy to say, of being 
assassinated for my vote on this question, nor 
am 1 afraid, sir, of my popularity; for yon 
know it was announced in a St Louis news- 
paper some weeks ago that I was confessedly 
the mobt unpopular man in St Louis. I am 
not afraid of the popnlar vou, for I have 
no4hii^ to ask of the popular vote. I am not 
afraid of the censure of my frienda in this 
Convention, for they know I act upon thit 
question simply vpon my conviction of duty 
in regard to the constitutionality of the Con- 
veatlon and ita proper IrasineBS} aad th^ 
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know, each one of them, friend or enemy, that 
if I believed it was our rightful province to 
adopt this ordinance here, 1 would vote for it 
in a moment, and the gentleman from Adair 
knowd it too. But, sir, independent of these 
considerations, I beg ieave to say to the Con- 
vention that it is doubtful in my mind, and { 
would wish that the g-ntleman from Adair 
v^ere enabled to give us^more full and more 
satisfactory information on this subject. It is 
doubtful whether the gentleman from Adair 
himself, with all bis earnest advocacy of this 
question, and the other gentlemen who have 
advocati'd it, would not find themselves ex* 
ceedingly mistaken as to the operations of this 
system when once introduced. Those who 
are not acquainted, as some of us are, with the 
condition of things in Washington ; those gen- 
tlemen are not perhaps acquainted with the 
fact that when men go to Washington City 
they find a great many other things to attend 
to besides their duties ; they find a great many 
things to occupy their time much more 
agreeably than to rummage through the de- 
partments there to carry a claim through 
the twelve or thirteen stages before it cumes 
to the last Perhaps they are not aware 
that there are glittering temptations all 
through that city, to confuse and bewikler 
men in the discharge of their duties, and 
temptations such as few men are entirely 
proof against 

But here, sir, is another point, which I would 
ask the gentleman from Adair, or any other 
gentleman in this Convention, to give me in- 
fbrmation about ; for I think this Convention 
needs information on this subject It is very 
proper and legal to appoint an agent to protect 
the interests of the soldiers and their families ; 
but 1 want to know, when an agent is appoint- 
ed for that purpose ostensibly, whether it viU 
efieotually accomplish the object that the party 
appointing him have in view. Now, if I un- 
derstand the matter, and I have obtained pen- 
sions and bounty warrants for numbers ot per- 
sons in time past, and 1 found that the depart- 
ment there who had charge of it sent out to 
anybody in the United States who applied for 
them blanks full and complete, and all the party 
bad to do was to fill op with the date, sign his 
name to them, pnt in the number and company 
ol his regiment, ^., authenticate them, and 
send them back, and, after comparing them 
with the roll, they would send him his land 
warrant in a little while; and I take it as a 
&ct^ which I call upon the gentleman from 



Randolph, the gentleman from Pike, and the 
gentleman from Platte, members of Congress, 
to state whether it is not true that in all these 
offices they have blanks there prepared for the 
express accommodation of persons who have 
claims of this kind. The gentlemen, I see, 
answer me with an affirmative nod. Very 
well, if this is the case, Mr. President, what ii 
the need that we shonld appoint officers to go 
there, call at the office, get a quire or a ream 
of these blanks, sit down and send them off to 
the soldiers who write about their back pay, 
when those soldiers can get the same thing 
sent them by the present arrangement ? And 
what use is it that we hare nine Congressmen 
there, representing each district, and two Sena- 
tors, representing the State at large, if these 
gentlemen cannot be called upon by our solr 
diers to attend to these matters in Washington! 
But, sir, there is no difficulty in the case at all; 
and I do verily believe that the soldier will get 
his back pay more cerUinly, and hie family get 
their pensions more directly, by application to 
the office at Washington, than they will if we 
have a special agent, particularly if it is tme 
that the applications for pensions are put on file 
and taken up in their regular order. If there 
are ten thousand of them, it only postpones the 
action ; the right time comes at last But what 
great injury can accrue to any soldier or his 
family by a delay in this matter up to the time 
the Legislature meets % I will stop that train 
of remark for a moment to look at the law of 
the case, which one of my colleagues hands to 
me, and which I deem it not only respectful to 
him, but proper, for the information of the 
House, to >ead. On the 14th of July, 1862, 
Congress passed "An Act to grant Pensions,** 
which I now hold in my hand, and from which 
I will read the sixth, seventh and ninth sec- 
tions, as follows : 

" Sec. 6. That the fees of agents and at 
tomeys for making out and causing to be ex- 
ecuted the pa|)er8 necessary to establish a claim 
for a pension, bounty, and other allowance, be- 
fore the Pension Office, under this act, shall 
not exceed the following rates : For making 
out and causing to be duly executed a dedarr 
ration by the applicant, with the necessary 
affidavits, and forwarding the same to the Pen- 
sion Office, with the requisite correspondence, 
five dollu^B. In cases wherein additional testi- 
mony is required by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, for each affidavit so required and execut- 
ed and forwarded, {except tlie affidavits of sur- 
geons, for which such agents and attomeyi 
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sliall not be entitled to any fees,) one dollar 
and fifty cents. 

" Sec. 7. That any sgent or attorney who 
shall, directly or indirectly, demand or receive 
any greater compensation for bis services mi- 
der this act than is prescribed in the preceding 
section of this act, or irho shall contract or 
agree to prosecute any claim for a pension, 
bounty, or other allowance, under this act, on 
the condition that he shall receive a per centum 
upon, or any portion of the amount of such 
claim, or who shall wrongfully withhold fk'om 
a pensioner, or other claimant, the whole or any 
part of the pennon or claim allowed and due to 
snch pensioner or claimant, shall be deemed 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, upon coo- 
victioQ thereof, shall, for every such offence, 
be fined not exceeding three hundred dollars, 
or imprisoned at hard labor not exceeding two 
years, or both, according to the circumstances 
and aggravation of the offence." 

" Sec 9. That the Commissioner of Pensions, 
on application made to him in person or by let- 
ter by any claimants or applicants for pension, 
boonty, or other allowance, required by law to 
be adjusted and paid by the Pension Ofl9ce, 
sbidl famish such claimants, free of all expense 
or charge to them, all snch printed instructions 
and forms as may be necessary in establishing 
and obtaining said claim ; and in case such 
daim is proeeonted by an agent or attorney of 
such claimant or applicant, on the issoe of a 
eerUficate of pension, or the granting of a bonn. 
1y or allowance, the Commissioner of Pensions 
shall forthwith notify the applicant or claimant 
that such certificate has been issued, or allowr 
i made, and the amount thereof." 



These provisions of the law, with which I 
was not familiar, but which have been placed 
in my hands, sustain the views which I pre- 
viously expressed. Now, then, the question 
resolves itself into this : If the authorities of 
the United States have by law provided every 
fiM^itity for the transaction of this business in 
the offices there, and it be the special duty of 
the officers of the Government t^ furnish every 
fiusilltj to the soldier in such matters, is there 
a demand upon us — supposing that we had 
the power, and it was proper for us to legis- 
late — is there a demand for us to do this thing 
becauae the soldiers choose to pUce themselves 
in the power of sharks all over the State to rob 
theoi ot their just rights, when they could go 
to the fountain head and get eveiy cent of 
tb^rp^? 



Mr. Hbndebson. Will the gentleman from 
St. Louis allow me to ask him a quest on ? 

Mr. Drakb. X will ani^wei^ if it is asked for 
information. 

Mr. Henobrson. Does the gentleman know 
that soldiers do pay more for tlie prosecution 
of their claims than is prescribed by the statute 
which he has read 1 

Mr. Drake. I have no doubt they do occa- 
sionally pay a great deal more, because I know 
men engaged in the business who I do not be- 
lieve would attend to it for that compewation, 
and I have no doubt the soldiers are often 
fleeced. But it is their own choice for the sol- 
diers to put themselves in tbe power of .the 
sharks, when they could go right to headquar- 
ters, or just write a letter of five.lines» and get 
the. whole tiling done for them there, with de- 
lays, perhaps, but with no more delay than the 
shark will cause them. 

Mr. Hemdbbson. Another question, for in- 
formation. Is it to be presumed that the sol- 
dier will know more about the statute than the 
gentleman from St. Louis, who seems to have 
been unacquainted with the very existence of 
theUwl ^ .. 

Mr. Pbakb. They, may be igqorant of it ; 
but is it our duty , as a Convention of ^e State, 
to step out of our appropriate sphere, to legis- 
late about a matter of this kind here, in the 
month of June, when the Legislature will legia* 
late upon the subject, if it requires legislation^ 
in the month of November ? J do not think, 
Mr. President, that it is. I would like, sir, if 
I could — [ assure the gentleman from Adair 
that I would be glad, if 1 could satisfy myself 
that it was proper for me to vote in favor of 
this ordinance ; 1 would be delighted to do it^ 
if it were to be a benefit to the sQldier. But I 
think we are going beyond our proper sphere 
when we begin to legislate upon matters that 
we cannot tell the end of. 

A suggestion is made by the gentleman on 
my right, that this discussioi^ will g:ve pub- 
licity to this matter of the law, and will bring 
it to the attention of the spldiers throughout 
the State, and the newspapers may also do 
much in checking this plucking game, which 
sharks, all over our State, . I am satisfied, are 
piractising upon .our soldiers. 

Mr. Birch. Having connected myself with 
this measure by offering; aresolution by which^ 
as I conceived, its purposes could be more 
eflectuaUy. carried ouX, I desire to saj, thai 
though 1 have listened with the greatest a^ 
tentio^ to the argji^ent» of the gentlemen who 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



108 



have spoken, fny views of the qaestf on remain 
wholly unchanged. I do not regard this ordi- 
nance as a matter of special legislation; we 
hope to pass it, as a just and desirable measure 
of relief to our gallant soldiers, and simply in 
good faith towards those who, in the service of 
this country, have made sacrifices tbat no 
measures of ours will ever fblly repay. 

Considering this matter practically, and with 
a little experience I have had in another de- 
partment of the public service, I may perhaps 
throw'a little additional light upon the subject. 
It is well known that lawyers who attend to 
land claims almost invariably charge an addi- 
tional fee towards the close of the proceedings, 
fn order to compensate the lawyer at Washing- 
ton. Now, I regard the appointment of a Com- 
missioner at Washington as an attorney, spe- 
cially appointed on behalf of all our soldiers in 
Missouri, to attend their claims ; so that when 
the papers are properly made out here, the 
Washington lawyer shalT not charge an addi- 
tional fee for attending to the just claims of our 
soldiers, their widows or their orphans. It will 
be very desirable to secure the appointment of 
a good and competent commissioner. If I had 
any misgivings in my own mind as to the dan- 
ger of an improper person being appointed by 
the £xecutive> I would insist npon an amend- 
ment, by which this Convention should ap- 
point the commissioner; and it is in no mere 
spirit of comt>liment, but from my intimate 
knowledge of the habits, the energy and the 
unswerving integrity of the gentleman from St. 
Louis (Mr. Drake), notwithstanding all that 
is said of his unpopularity, that I would desire 
that he, or some one like him, should be ap- 
pointed to this most responsible position. If 
we could have such an agent at Washington, it 
would be a most fortunate and valuable circum- 
BtAnce for the brave men who have perilled 
their all in this most terrible struggle. ' 

Mr. McFbrran. I beg of the Convention to 
bear with me a few minutes longer. It has 
been argued here that this Convention has no 
right to pass thrs ordinance. I reply, it is too 
late for gentlemen to say the Convention has 
no rfg^t to pass an ordinance of this character. 
A word a« to the practical workings of this or- 
dinance, and the benefits that will be likely to 
accrue firom it to l^dse whom it is designed to 
behest. The act of Congress, read by the gen- 
tleman ftom St. Louis, fixing the fees of attor- 
tteys for making application for pensiohs, boun- 
ty, and soldiers' claims generally, leaves an 
indelible impression on my mind that tbis or- 



dinance is absolutely nettessary to secure tbe 
soldier his rights, because there is no atto^ 
ney — and the gentleman from St Louis ad- 
mitted it — who will undertake to prepare these 
daims and secure the soldier his rights for fiie 
fees mentioned in the statute. In prosecuting a 
claim, an attorney has to be employed at Wash- 
ington ; but when the claim is filed in the de- 
partment at Washington, and it has receiyed 
its proper number, it may, by some little infer, 
mality, lose its turn ; and when the vast magni- 
tude of this war is considered, and when we 
consider the irregularity that has obtained ia 
the departments of the Government, it will at 
onee be seen how absolutely necessary It is, If 
-we wish our soldiers' claims to be promptly 
and honestly prosecuted, to have an efllcient 
agent at Washington to attend to this import- 
ant business. Something has been said aborU 
the dishonesty of lawyers who undertake to 
prosecute the soldier's claims ; when the shn- 
pie fact is, an honest attorney oannot afford to 
prosecute the soldier's claim for the fees fixed 
bji the statute. How, then, ia a soldier to get 
his claim through ? Why, he is almost com- 
pelled to put it into the hands of a man who 
fleeces him at home, and an attorney most be 
employed at Washington, who judges of the 
legality of the claim, and who tees that iti 
proper turn is not lost; for if once lost, it may 
take years, perhaps ten, perhaps twenty yean, 
ere it will be in order to press that particolar 
olaim. And who, I ask, are the sufiferers by 
all this delay ? The poor soldier, his wider 
or orphan children ; they may perish, or suffer 
all the inconveniences of pinching poverty, by 
the delays incidental to the present imperfect 
system. If the soldier's claims are legal, let 
us devise measures by which he can get what 
rightfully belongs to him, and it is such a 
measure of simple justice that is contemplated 
in the passage of tlds ordinance. 

Mr. Drakb. I ask for the reading of the 
resolution. 

Mr. Gravelly. I demand the ayes and 
noes. 

Mr. Shank t IN. I wish simply to name the 
reasons why I shall vote tbr the resolution* 
The arguments that have been advanced ap- 
pear to me sufficient to convince any man who 
regards the question dispassionately that It is 
a question that should be referred to the Legis- 
lature. If I could see any good that would 
result to the soldier by the passage of this or- 
dinance, I Would certainly rote for it ; but it 
seems to me a clear case, and it is, I believe, 
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admttte^l by the morers of the ordinance that 
the soldiera cannot be entirely relieved by this 
ordinance, and that their applications must be 
filled up at home, as at present, and that they 
must necessarily employ some one capable of 
doing it, and the law read by the gentleman from 
St. Louis regulating the fees in particular cases 
satisfies my mind on the subject; and T will 
venture to say that there are sufficient honest 
lawyers to do the work for the fees allowed by 
act of Congress ; 1 think, too, the whole mat- 
ter should be left to the Legislature, especially 
as it meets in so short a time. 

Mr. Welch. Although I regard the meas- 
ure now pending as having in it much to com- 
mend it to the consideration of the people of 
lidlasouri, affecting as it does that large class 
of her sons who are engaged in defending, not 
only our hearthstones, bi}t the very life of that 
Government which, by the favor of God, was 
erected by our patriot ancestors; yet it is so 
dearly within the peculiar province of the 
Legislature, involving as it does the expendi- 
ture of money, and believing that no serious 
loss will result from delay until the Legislature 
shall again assemble, I am constrained to vote 
for its reference to that Body. 

The question being on the resolution of Mr. 
Vaoboskirk to refer the whole matter to tbe 
Legislature, it was carried by the following 
vote: 

ArB8 — ^Messrs. Allen, Bartlett, Barr, Bast^ 
Bogj) Breckinridge, Bnshj Calhoun, Com- 
ingo. Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Douglass, 
Drake of M., Drake of St. Louis^ Dunn, 
Frayser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of Ran- 
dolph, Henderson, Hitcficock, Hough, How- 
ell, Irwin, Lindenbower, Linton, Long, Mar- 
vin, McCormack, Meyer, Moxley, Noell, 
Norton, Orr, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Baokin, Rfty^ Rowland, Sayre, Scott, Shack- 
elford of H., Shackelford of St. L., Shank- 
lin, Sheeleys Smith of L., Smith of St. L., 
Yanbaskirk, Walker, Woodson, Woolfolk, 
Waller, and Mr. President — 56. 

NoKS — Messrs. Baker, Birch, Cayce, Fos- 
ter, Gravelly, Holmes, Holt, How, Isbell, 
Jaekson, Jamison, Johnson, Leeper, Mo- 
Glarg, McDowell, McFerran, McLean, Mor- 
row, Phillips, Ritchey, Schofield, Stewart 
-22. 



Mr. Hbndbrson explained, on behalf of the 
Committee on Emancipation, that in conse- 
quence of the absence of the Governor, who 
was chairman, the committee would be unable 
to report to the Convention till Monday. 

The President laid before the Convention a 
dispatch received from General Schofield, in- 
forming the Convention that he had instructed 
General Brown, commanding at Jeffbrson City, 
to furnish the Tonvention all the papers in the 
case of Mr. Marmaduke, which are on file in 
his office, when the case was examined and de- 
cided by General Brown's predecessor, Briga« 
dier General Loan. 

Mr. RicHBT offered the following preamble 
and resolution : 

Whbrbas, a. S. Harbin, and «ther members 
of this Convention, from their respective Sen- 
atorial districts, havje failed to attend the seve* 
ral sessions thereof ; therefore, be it 

Besdved, That a select committee of three 
be appointed to inquire into the cases of the 
said members, and report what action, if any, 
should be taken thereon. 

The resolution was adopted, Messrs. Richey, 
Shanktin and Johnson being appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Birch oflfered the foTTdWing resolution, 
which was read and passed over informally : 

Resohed, That this Convention will proceed, 
at 10 o'clock, on Monday morning next, to 
elect and appoint a Provisional Governor of the 
State, in the place of the Hon. H. R. Gamble, 
resigned. 

Mr. MoCluro. I hold in my hand a paper, 
Mr. President, which I received last evening, 
containing the proceedings of a public meeting 
held at Lexington, Mo., held June 17th, and 
which I beg may be read for Information, and 
be referred to the Committee on Emancipa- 
tion. 

The account of the meeting was read and re- 
ferred. 

On motion of Mr. Sayrb, the Convention 
a4joumed to Monday, June 22, at 10 o'clock 

A. M. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 



Jbvfbrson City, 
Mondaj, Jane 22, 1363. 

Conrention met at 10 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prajer by the Chaplain. 

Journal of Saturday read and approyed. 

The proceedings of an emancipation meet- 
ing held in Andrew county, were presented by 
the President, whereby the delegates from Holt, 
Andrew and Nodaway counties were instructed 
to resign if they could not vote for immediate 
emancipation. 

Mr. Irwin, fi^m a special committee, pre- 
sented a report and resolution recommending 
the expulsion of Prince L. Hudgens, which was 
imanimously carried. 

ON THB ELBOTION Or OOYERNOR, BTO. 

Mr. Drakb. I desire, Mr. President, to of- 
fer a resolution : 

Jtesdvedf That a Committee of three be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to pre* 
pare, and report to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock, an o^diiRanoe providing for an 
election by the pepple on Tuesday^ the Gth 
day of October next, of a Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, and Secretary of State, 
who shall enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices on the 17th day of Novem- 
ber next, and continue in office during the 
remainder of the terms for which the 
present incumbents were appointed by this 
Convention. 

■ I beg leave> sir, to offer a few remarks touch- 
ing the proposition embraced in that resolution. 

It will be repiembered that, last week, the 
gentleman from Gasconade introduced an or- 
dinance providing for an election by the peo- 
ple of a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
other State officers, which ordinance was laid 
on the table by a small m^ority, before there 
was any opportunity for any interchange of 
opinion in regard to the matter involved in it. 
I desire now that the sense of this body should 
be tested again upon this most important pro- 
position. 

It is agreed on all hands, I believe, that wh^'n 
thi« Convention adjourns, it adjourns »i%€ die, 
and end.t its existence. I am of opinion that 
when Governor Gamble resigns and the Con- 



vention is brought to a close, the tenure of 
office by all appointees should be brought to a 
close an soon thereafter as the people can elect 
officers to fill their places. 

I am of opinion that it is unwise, injudicious>, 
tending to an unpleasant state of public feeling 
in the State, for the Convention to adjourn 
leaving in office high executive officers, with no 
possibility of the people reaching them until 
the regular election in 1864. It may very well 
give rise to the allegation that the Convention 
has imposed upon the people for a time when 
neither the people nor itself can have any power 
over th'^m ; and in making these remarks I de- 
sire it to be distinctly understood that I hare 
not the least reference personally to the hon- 
orable gentleman, who, at the close of our ses- 
sion, is to take the position of Governor. I 
have no desire whatever to allow the im- 
pression to remain upon the mind of a single 
member that, in making these remarks,.! 
wlih to assail him ; I simply stand upon the 
broad ground that it is not wise or expedient 
for this Convention to make a will and bequeath 
officers to the State who received appointments^ 
at their hands, and whom they cannot subse- 
quently control when they themselves go oat 
of existence as a bo4y< 

Moreover, we have elected a Legislature by 
the authority of this Convention, and there is 
no reason, in my judgment, why the peeple 
should not receive back from this Convention 
the privilege of electing their own executive 
officers, I wish to get rid of any question in 
the State in connection with these officers. If 
there should be a wrong administration of the 
executive department, let it be by an officer 
whom the people themselves have chosen, that 
the onut may rest upon the people, and not 
upon this Convention, of having placed the 
gentleman in office. 

But, independently of all questions of that 
kind, the people feel uncomfortable, and many 
of them are restive at the idea of a Governor 
being placed over this State for the remainder 
of the term in whose choice they would have 
no voice. For these reasons, anri believing 
that whatever may be the choice of the people 
in such an election, they will be better satis- 
fied with thit choice than wi'h any gentleman 
we could leave as Governor of the State, wheth- 
er it be the present incumbent, or the one vrho 
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would b« his sacceMor, I desire that these reso- 
lations should prevail^ and that ao election be 
ordered. 

And novr a word of explanation as to the 
dates I have selected. I do not think that 
there should be during the coming session 
of the Legislature a Governor of the State 
appointed by this Convention. I think that 
the Governor who co-operates with the Legls« 
latnre, should be a Governor elected as is the 
Legislature^ by the people. I have put the 
time of election at as late a day in the fall as 
it can well be put, to get in all returns before 
the Legislature meets on the lOch of November^ 
the time they adjourned to. The 6th of Octo- 
ber being the Tuesday after the first Monday 
of October, seems to me a fitting time, for it 
gives a month and four days to get in the re- 
turns before the Legislature meets. Then, 
- when the Legislature meets, it can proceed, as 
in the case of the regular election, to count 
votes, and declare who is elected; and the 
officer so elected can be installed one week 
after the day the ILiegislature meets. This plan, 
therefore, gives three and a half months, if 
adopted now, for the people to make choice of 
their candidates, and to vote with full infor- 
mation upon every point; and, moreover, it 
fulfils the constitutional requirement of three 
months' notice of the special election of Gov- 
ernor ; so that there seems to me to be a fitness 
in the dales fixed upon in the resolution, which 
could not be if a longer or a shorter period 
were selected. 

These are the reasons, Mr. President, first, 
why I desire that election should be ordered ; 
and secondly, why I ha^e framed the resolu- 
tion with the dates mentioned in it ; and I bopA, 
sir, that this resolution will receive the coo- 
videration of the liouse. If there are objec- 
tions to this proceeding, I hope they will be 
stated. We are not hurried for time, as I un- 
derstand that the Committee on Emancipation 
will not report until after the return of Gov. 
Gamble from St. Louis, which is expected 
this afternoon. We have nothing before us 
pressing upon us ; therefore, I hope that the 
gentlemen who may be opposed to this resolu- 
tion will take some other course with it than 
to move to lay it upon the table, if this mo- 
tion is made, I hope it will be voted down. I 
hope, if any gentlemen entertain objections to 
the resolution, they will make them known; 
and that those who are in favor of it will so 
express themselves. 

Mr. F08TBR. 1 desire to offer a substitute : 



JteMohedt That a Committee of three be 
appointed to take into consideration, and 
report to this body without onneoeesary 
delay, the propriety of holding an election 
in this State, on the Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, 1863, for a Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Registrar of Lands, and Attorney General. 

I only desire to say this, sir : that I am not 
disposed, if we are going to hold an election, 
that it shall be for a portion of the State officers. 
If we hold an election for Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, and Secretary of State, I desire 
that we elect Registrar of Lands and Attorney 
Greneral also. It is a fact known to all the 
members of this body, that the Auditor of 
Public Accounts is an officer elected by the 
people; it is known that he complied with 
every requirement, such as taking the oath re- 
quired by this body ; it is also known that the 
Treasurer did the same, but a vacancy oc- 
curred in that office by reason of resignation, 
and it was filled by an appointee of the Gov- 
ernor of the State. This I hold to be in ac- 
cordance with the Constitution and law. But 
the Governor and Attorney General are prop- 
erly creations of this body ; and, sir, if we 
raise a Committee for the purpose of Inquiring 
into and reporting on the propriety of holding 
an election for the Governor, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Secretary of State only, I am dis- 
posed to go clear through, and inquire into the 
propriety of holding an election for all the 
creations of the Convention. 

I desire the committee to take into consid- 
eration the propriety of holding an election in 
November, for this reason ; that it is a grow- 
ing evil throughout our country that bush- 
whacking is inaugurated again. Members of 
this body are receiving communications from 
various parts of the State which speak of its 
growing worse daily ; and if we are to judge 
of the future by the past, it will continue to 
grow worse as long as the foliage grows upon 
the trees of the forest ; but in November I 
think everybody will go to the polls. 

Mr. Drake. With r«'gard to the officers to 
l>e elected, we may embrace the appointees of 
the Governor as well as the appointees of this 
Convention. I will beg leave to explain why I 
did not embrace them likewise in the resolution 
I presented. Those gentlemen were appoint- 
ed by the Governor to fill vacancies created by 
the failure of the previous incumbents to take 
the oath prescribed by this Convention ; they 
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stand, therefore, in a different position alto- 
gether to ttiose gentlemen appointed by this 
Convention. A Oovernor, Lieutenant Gover* 
nor, and Secretary of State, were appointed in 
the first instance provisionally ; afterwards 
an ordinance was passed contlnuini; them in 
office up to the next election. The Attorney 
General, the State Treasurer, and the Regi&trar 
of Lands, were appointed by the Governor in 
pursuance of the Constitution, which author- 
ized him to fill vacancies. I will read section 
8 of article 4 of the Constitution : *' When any 
office shall become vacant, the Governor shall 
appoint a person to fill such vacancy, who 
shall continue in office until a successor be 
duly appointed and qualified according to law." 
This is the law as is well known to every gen- 
tieman who has had the matter brought under 
his consideration. Throughout the whole his- 
tory of our State, whenever a vacancy has 
taken place in any office for which no other 
provision was made, the Governor appointed 
' the incumbent to fill the office to the end of 
the term. In the case of the Judge of the Su- 
preme and Circuit Courts, there is an express 
constitutional provision. If a vacancy takes 
place within a certain period prior to the next 
election, the Governor shall not appoint ; but 
there is no provision with respect to the minis- 
terial officer at the head of the State Govern* 
ment. If a vacancy takes place In the office 
of Attorney General the day alter his appoint- 
ment, the appointment is held over to the next 
election; and so with regard to the State 
Treasurer and Registrar of Lands. Therefore 
it was I made the discrimination between those 
officers who have been elected or appointed 
under the Constitution, and those who have 
bHcn appointed by this Convention. The Con- 
stitution continues in existence ; the Conven- 
tion dies with this session ; therefore it is that 
I wish to remit back to the people the power 
and the authority which under the Constitution 
they are entitled to, and which this Constitu- 
tion would not have taken from them but for 
the exigencies of the time in which it held its 
sessions. Now that these exigencies are passed 
away, now that the people cum elect their 
officers, I do not feel disposed to withhold from 
them the right one hour beyond the time when 
they can properly and legally elect their 
officers. 

The PmsiDBiTT. The question is on agree- 
ing to the substitute. 

Mr. FoBfBR. I do not pretend to controtert 
the position taken by the gentleman of 8t. 



Lonis ; bat I contend, sir, that if it is oonsideped 
necessary that the acts and doings of this Con- 
vention be thrown back upon the people for 
their consent, it seems to me inconsistent 
to discriminate, to ask them to elect part and 
not all. It is quite true, sir, that the Governor 
appoints the Registrar of Lands, and Attorney 
General. But, I ask, how was the Governor 
himself elected ? It was by this Convention, 
or, as has been asserted, by the people of the 
State of Missouri speaking through this Con- 
vention. I say, tlierefore, that these two offi- 
cers are indirectly creatures of this Conven- 
tion, and for the reason that unless this Con- 
vention had elected the Governor, those two 
vacancies could not have been filled. If the 
people of Missouri demand the right at the 
ballot-box to elect a Governor, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Secretary of State, I insist that they 
equally demand the right to elect a Registrar 
of Lands, and Attorney General also. This 
Convention elected the Governor, and the 
power given him by this Convention enabled 
him to appoint these latter officers. All this 
power was derived from the people, and I de- 
sire that it should all be now returned to them. 
Mr. Stbwart. I suppose every member of 
this Convention and everybody else knows 
what brought it together : that it was for the 
purpose of deciding whether Missouri should 
remain in the Union or go out, and they de- 
cided that Missouri should stay in the Union. 
There was but one question to settle, and that 
was a big one. Now I am of opinion that, 
having done the business fOr which they were 
called together, they should have adjourned 
sifie die, I think the people of Missouri are 
able to manage their own affiiirs. I do not 
think they want this Convention to take their 
legitimate business off their hands, or will 
thank this Convention if it insists on doing so. 
I think the people of this State wish to appohit 
their own Governor and other State officers ; 
and I think they mean to do it I have the 
highest respect for members of this Conven- 
tion ; 1 respect them as honest and able, but I 
am not going to consent to their doing that 
which rightfully belongs to the people to do. 
The Governor was elected for a temporary 
purpose, as a provisional Governor. The ne- 
cessity for his appointment by the Convention 
having passed away, the power should revert 
again to the people. The appointment of a 
Governor by this Convention would be an as- 
sumption of power for which it would be held 
responsible by the people, i^id for which it 
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wouU be oalM to aceolM^« not bj gwit but hy 
bratBs. GeDtlenien do sot M«m to notice that 
^ reToiutloD in sentiment is going on in tbis 
3tftte. TweWe montbs ago thefe vere onlj 
nineteen votes in favor of emancipation— only 
nineteen votes against lajring the motion on 
the table. Where are we now ? The people 
demand -emaacipation by an overwhelming 
Tpice. So in the settlement of the question as 
fo the election of a Govern<tf . I do not car^ 
whether yon refer it to a special committee, or 
to any other comnuttee. I refer it to the peo^ 
pie, and, though gentlemen may sqjurm, that 
is where it will have to be referred apyhow. 

Mr. Welch, on leave, presented a commu- 
nication from R. A. Brown, late Delegate from 
the Fourteenth District, tendering his resigna^ 
tk>n as a member of the Convention,: which 
was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Hall of R. When this proposition was 
introduced at an early period of the session, I 
moved that it should be laid ppon the table, 
for the reason that I had come to this Conv^- 
vention with one and only one special ol^ect in 
view—and I supposed that was the general 
feeling of tbe Convention-* and I desired that 
our time should not be consumed for any other 
purpose. Had I perceived that the delays 
which hftve occurred would have taken place, 
I should not have moved to lay the proposition 
npon the table. When tbe Convention, under 
the most, trying circumstances, took the re- 
sponsibility of deposing the Qovemment elect: 
ed by the people of this State, they were as- 
sailed throughout tbe country by the charge 
that they were interfering with and subvert- 
ing tbe wishes of the people; that they were 
interposing themst-lves between the people and 
their Government, and wove, in short, hostile 
to our republican institutions^ And this sort 
of talk is again hinted at by gentlemen here 
to>day. It came then, however, from another 
quarter. The efforts of the loya^ men of Mis- 
souri at that time were turned to convincing the 
people that this Provisional Government was 
as rightful a government as that which they 
had deposed. The loyal men of Missouri 
were united in this effort. We did not then 
hear from the loyal men of Missouri that we 
were interfering with the rights of the people, 
and that the people should revolutionize and 
not submit to the usurpations of this Conven- 
tion. Now, sir, we hear this cry from anbtber 
quarter, and thus it is that extremes meet, and 
tbe revolutionary spirit on one side raises the 
flsuae argument and appeals to the same pr^- 



Qiples* which rey<4utionists did two years ago 
when we undertook to stop their revolutionary 
action. 

This Provisional Government is as rightful 
a government as that we deposed. It is now 
the rightful government of the people, and, as 
such, I have defended it, and as a Union man, 
have maintained it. I have never been in £ei- 
vor of this Convention assuming any powers 
that were not necessary or for whieb the ne- 
oessity was not apparent. I have often in this 
Convention voted against measures which had 
great merit in themselves, because I was un* 
willing that this Convention should be charged 
with a disposition to assume unnecessary pow- 
ers. When we established a Provisional Gov- 
emmmit in this State, we did not change the 
character or obligations of those officers. We 
simply substituted officers for those who had 
proved themselves faithless, and left them sub- 
ject to all the restrictiona imposed by the C<»i- 
stitution. /I propose that we leave them sub- 
ject to those restrictions and limitations ; that 
we shall not now, by an interference with oon- 
stitntional provisions, undertake to change the 
system established by our predecessors in wis- 
dom, and by which we should justly suliject 
ourselves to a charge of caprice. 

I have, Mr. President, respect for the will of 
the people ; I am in fkvor of the republicaii 
form of government^ but, sir, when I have as- 
sumed the responsibilities which I have in thi# 
Convention* I am prepared to stand up to 
them. When we assumed to depoae tbe gov* 
emment which was then in ezistenoe, did this 
Convention shrink from the fuU responsibility 
of the act ? And when it was proposed to sub- 
mit our action te the people ibr ^eir ratifica- 
tion, it was not with my concurrence ; I waii 
prepared to assume all the responsibility of the 
act' I did not shrink finom the danger then* 
and I do not shrink now. I was not deterred 
from following out the convictions of jpy best 
judgment by the threats of Secessionist^ ihen, 
and I certainly shall not be deterred by the 
threats of Radicals now. We have established 
this Government and maintained it through 
most trying circumstances ; we have convinced 
the people of its necessity, and that our action 
was both neoessaryand right, and I propose 
that we shall maintain the Constitutional Gov- 
ernment subject to aU the restriotions and lim- 
iUUions imposed by the law for the period pro- 
vided for by the Constitution. 

Mr. BiBOB. I may as well premise, in the 
few remarks I have to ofier, that there is no 
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necessary int^ferenee between tiie resolntioii' 
ofibred by ^e gentleman from St Louis « and 
my own, introdaced on Saturday, and which 
was disposed of by the adjournment of the 
Conrention. My resolution is now on the 
desk, and could be taken up should it be the 
desire of the House. My resolution was not 
intended to, nor does it reflect upon any per- 
son whatever. It assumes the simple respon- 
sibility of this body to elect the officers of 
State, and it in no way precludes our again 
decting the distinguished gentlemen who at 
present fill the offices of GoTemor and Lieut 
Qovemor. The question in this crisis is wheth- 
er we shall elect a Governor by the power with 
which we are invested, or whether we shall, 
under the peculiar circumstances of the times, 
submit that election to the people. 

I concur most heartily in the spirit of the 
observations made by the gentleman from 
Bandolph. I appreciate the feeling manner In 
which he spoke, when adverting, as he did, to 
the times when it took a little more to be a 
Union man tiian it does now. I stood by him 
then, and I will not forsake him now, what- 
ever may be the clamor raised to drive us 
from our duty. I think that the man who in 
the present hour Is disposed to shrink from 
bis duty and the responsibility attached to it, 
is not a man tiiat should be sent from any Sen- 
atorial District to ^is Convention ; and I am 
willing to assume any responsibility attending 
the election of a Governor of the State of Mis' 
souri by this body, until such time as the 
whole people shall be able, unawed by force on 
the one hand, or intimidation on the other, to 
exercise that right which it is the boasted priv- 
ilege of an American citifen to constitutioaally 
claim . 

I should be glad if we could avoid a final 
vote on the question until we see how the 
emancipation ordinance shall be finally dis- 
posed of. If the Convention should decide 
upon some such measure as is in contempla* 
tion by perhaps a mtgority of this bodv ; if that 
ordinance be submitted to the calm judg- 
ment of the people when we shall again be at 
peace, as I trust will be the case by the elec 
tion of 1864; if this Convention shall decide to 
annihilate forty million dollars' worth of prop- 
erty, and to dissever all the feelings that con* 
nect themselves with the most important so- 
cial interests of the State ; if they will give 
the institution of slavery no chance of exist- 
ence, (and I would here say, I hope they will 
bury it in a christian maimer ;) I trust if so mo- 



mentous a course on the part of the Conven- 
tion is to be submitted to the people for their 
ratification, that the question of the electioir 
of the Governor will Ukewise be submitted to 
them. We have now no people in the sense 
cotitemplated by the Constitution. I am io- 
dined to think that were an election held by 
the people at the present time, there would not 
be fifty thousand votes polled in the whole 
State. It might be that this number would 
make a better choice than a greater number, 
but that is not the question. The question is 
whether, in submitting an election to the peo« 
people now, a full, free and fair election it pos- 
sible ; and anything short of that is a fraud and 
a mockery, and to the last imaginable de^^ree 
leprehensible. 

Mr. Drakb. I think, Mr. President, it would 
be a great mistake if this Convention should 
withhold from the people, longer than there is 
any absolute necessity for, the choice of their 
rulers. Were the Convention necessitated to 
continue its existence beyond this session, I sm 
ft^e to say I should feel much less anxiety for 
an election by the people ; but the point of ob- 
jection with me is that if the Convention goes 
out of existence, as I suppose it will by com- 
mon consent at the close of this session, that it 
is not wise or expedient that it should leafe be- 
hind it a government which has not been elect- 
ed by the people. I claim further, that it is 
the fundamental principle of our society, and 
our repubKean form of government, in which 
we acknowledge the people as the source of 
power, that even the people's represenUtives, 
holding in their bands all the power the people 
delegated to them, should not place in power 
officers over the people who are to continue hi 
office longer than the exigency which calls for 
the existence of the body appointing them. 
The exigency which called this Convention, 
and which has continued it In existence thus 
fiir, has ceased ; then we should surrender the 
power that the people have entrusted to «• 
back into their hands. My action in this mat- 
ter is based upon the great f\indamental prin- 
ciple that whatever emergency may take power 
away from the people, whenever that emer- 
gency ceases their authority should be returned 
to them without one moment's hesitation. The 
agents to whom they delegated their power 
should not, in mv judgment, under any ci^ 
cumstance«, retain that power one momen* 
longer than the exigencies of the time requl^ 
ed ; and it is upon Ihat broad principle thatmX 
action U firamed. I desire the Convention to 
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note that my action here rests upon that prin- 
ciple, and if they do not consider that that prin- 
ciple is one which inrokes them to think and 
act as I do, I shall, of course, most respectAilly 
bow to their decision in the premises. 

The gentleman from Clinton assumed that 
the people are in no condition to hold an elec- 
tion. He says whenever the whole people can 
go unawed to the polls, and give a full and fair 
expression of their wishes through the hallot- 
hox, then he will rote for the election. In 
many counties of this State the people have 
held primary meetings in which they have de- 
manded, among other things, the cessation of 
the existence of this Convention, and the elec- 
tion of Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and 
Secretary of State. I think, Mr. President and 
gentlemen of the Convention, that the people 
are the best judges of the fitting time for them 
to hold an election ; and if they call for It, to 
return back to them the authority they gave 
us. But we sit here and say to them, " Tou 
are not in a condition to elect State officers ; 
you cannot elect them unawed." I do not re- 
gard such a course of proceeding as my duty, 
if other gentlemen do. But, perhaps the gen- 
tleman from Clinton had something else in his 
mind ; at any rate the language he used is open 
to that construction, whether the gentleman 
had it in his mind or not. Perhaps the gentle- 
man meant that when the time came when not 
only the loyal people of Missouri, but its rebels, 
its traitors, its guerrillas, and its bushwhackers, 
•honld come back and take possession of the 
polls all over the State, then the time would 
arrive when he would vote for an election. The 
gantieman may not have meant this, but his 
language is open to such a construction. When- 
ever that view is taken of this question, I de- 
sire to meet it with this simple declaration, 
that I want the election now, before these vil- 
lains can deposit a single vote in the ballot- 
box again. That is hiy position and doctrine, 
and I do not intend, so far ^ any agency of 
nine is concerned, as a delegate or as a citizen, 
over to allow one of them to vote in the State 
of Missouri while God permits it to be a State. 
[Cheers.] And if any gentleman,— I charge it 
not upon any, because I have not the evidence 
to base it opon,-^if aay gentleman in this body 
it looking forward, either in reference to this 
proposition, or the proposition of emancipation, 
to postpone either of them to the time when 
that olasa of the people of Missouri, now die* 
fhmohised by the sovereign power of this peo- 
ple, shall ever again be restored to equality 



with its loyal people, to vote down proposi- 
tSons which the loyal people of Missouri desire 
to see consummated in law, he will find himself 
grievously mistaken. 

The PfiBsiDBNT laid before the Convention 
a communication received from Gen. Brown, 
stating that there were no papers on file at the 
office of the Provost Marshal in reference to 
the case of Vincent Marmaduke. 

Communication referred. 

Mr. HowBLL. When the Provisional Gov- 
ernment of this State was instituted, I was op- 
posed to submitting our action to the people ; 
not because I was afraid to trust the people ; 
not because I believed that, ordinarily, it is not 
right to submit all questions of this kind to a 
vote of the people, but because I believed the 
tiling was impracticable, and that a fair ex- 
pression of the loyal citizens could not be had. 
There was at that time an almost unanimous 
conctirrence of sentiment in this body on this 
proposition. I took the responsibility of that 
matter in common with other gentlemen. At 
that time, it was broadly proclaimed by gentle- 
men who now insist that we do not represent 
the people, and ought not to act for the people 
in this matter, that we were the people ; that 
the sovereignty of the people in this matter had 
been confided to us, and that we had a right to 
act in the emergency as the sovereign people 
of the State. At the last session of this Con- 
vention, I introduced, upon my own responsi- 
bility, a proposition to suspend the election for 
a time, and until I believed that the people 
could hold a free, fair and untrammelled elec- 
tion in reference to the selection of officers to 
execute the laws, and to carry out the policy 
of the loyal people of the Sute. But, sir, this 
Convention diffl^red with me in my views on 
that subject, and assented to an election in No- 
vember last of members to the General Assem- 
bly, to county offices and other purposes. The 
mode and manner of holding those elections are 
nttw before the people ; they have become mat- 
tors of history, and they have satisfied me of 
the correctness of my position on the occasion 
referred to ; and I have been assured by many 
gentlemen Who differed with me tlien, thi^t the 
result of that election proved the correctness of 
my position, and that they were mistaken in 
the policy they then thought best to be adopt- 
ed. At that time, it was thought by some that 
the majority of the people of this State were 
disloyal. I did not believe ft ; nor do I believe 
that there is to-day anything like a miyority of 
the people disloyal. B«t it Is very evident that a 
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free iaiid full election of the people could not be 
had in November last We hare one hondred and 
sixty thousand Totes in th^ State, and I believe 
onlj a little over fifty thousand were cast on 
that occasion. The more recent elections afford 
additional proof that the sentiments of the loy- 
al peo|)le cannot be called out In St Louis, 
out of, I believe, twenty-flve thousand voters, 
on the election of the gentleman who has devo- 
ted himself with so much ability, and defended 
his views with so much skill and adroitness, 
only five or six thousand votes, I believe, were 
cast In other districts, the disproportion be- 
tween the real number of voters and the votes 
actually cast, is still greater ; and yet gentle- 
men are clamoring for an election by the peo- 
ple. A grave duty devolves upon us, sir, so 
long as we retain our position as delegates of 
the people, and that is to take such measures 
as will secure the safety of the State, the safe- 
ty of its institutions, and all its interests. I 
shall vote against this proposition now before 
the house, because I do not believe it will, in 
any way, tend to this imporUnt end. If at any 
future day of the session a proposition should 
come up to elect a Governor by this body, I 
expect to vote for it 

Mr. Thos. Scott. I desire to have the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of loyal citixens hekl in 
Miller county read for information. 

The following was read by the Clerk : 

At a meeting of tbt loyal citizens of Miller 
eointy, held at tke Courthouse in the town of 
Tu8cumbia,on the 18th day of June, 1863, John 
S. Franklin was called to the cbatr, and Corne- 
lins Lowe was appointed Secretary. 

On motion, the chair appointed A. B. Nix* 
darf, J. M. Goodrich, Capt W. Long, Gabriel 
Gotton, and Mr. Sterling, a committee to draft 
resolu^ons expcessire of the riews of the 
meeting. 

In the absence of the committee, on metion 
Judge Capps was callod to address tiie meeting, 
which he did in a clear and forcible manner, 
followed by Judge Allen in appiopriate re- 
marks; after which the following preambleand 
resolutions were presented by tbe committee, 
which were unanimously adopted t 

Whbbbas a rebellion exists in this country 
onparalleled in history for its infamy, and for 
which we have no sympathy, either with its 
fiendish authors, or Copperheads and rebel 
sympa^h leers, who, under the guise of conserva- 
tive Union men, are attempting tn '< steal the 
livery of Heaven to nrv9 the devil in j*' and 
whereas tbe StaU of Missouri has, by the 



wicked acts of political demagogues, been 
thrown into the vortex of rebellion and civil 
war, in which thousands of her loyal citizens 
have been slain, and our once prosperous State 
almost laid in ruins by the demon of secession ^ 
and whereas we believe that (be institution of 
slavery in this State has been the cause of all 
our troubles ( therefore. 

Resolved, That we are in favor of the State 
Convention (which has been convened at 
Jefferson City by H. R. Gamble, Governor of 
Missouri) passing an act of immediate emanci- 
pation of all slaves in this State, having due 
regard for loyal owners, believing that it would 
be for the best interest of Missouri. 

Retolved, That, in our opinion, it is the 
duty of tbe Convention, now in session at 
Jefferson, to expel all members of said Con- 
vention who are known to have been in the 
rebel service, or who are known to be disloyal 
to the Federal Government and this State, for 
said delegates no longer represent the interests 
and sentiments of the Union people of MissourL 

Retolved, That we look with abhorrence 
upon all traitors in arms, or in the difguise of 
conditional Union men ; and we hereby pledge 
ourselves to sustain and uphold the Govern- 
ment of the United States and its chief Execu- 
tive in all acts and policies for the suppression 
of the rebellion, and the overthrow and the 
full and complete annihilation of the so-called 
Southern Confederacy. 

Ruolmd, That tbe Convention is hereby re- 
quested by us to pass an act disfranchising 
every person in Missouri known to have been 
in arms, or to have encouraged the rebellion 
by giving aid and comfort to rebeln, and who 
still continue to sympathize with those in arms 
against the Government of the Unit<*d States, 
or the Provisional Government of the State of 
Missouri. 

Ritolved, That tbe loyal people of this State 
have the right to choose Uieir own rulers } and 
we hereby call upon the State Convention to 
order an election, without delay, for Governor 
and ether State officers who may have beea 
appointed to fill vacancies. 

Remdoed, That we consider those men hold- 
ing commissions, either in tbe Federal or State 
service, who denounce tke various measures 
adopted by the Administration to crush out 
treason, as unworthy to hold the position they 
now dl»grace ; and if they hare one spark ol - 
manhood left, we call npon them to tender 
their resignations, that their places nay h% 
filled by loyal men. 
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Rentlvtd, Tbat times like ^e prei^^nt derannd 
of all good citizens loyalty the most unflinching 
and outspoken, ever giving the most active 
sympathy and support to the Government 5 and 
we regard the men whose eflbrts are spent in 
condemning and denouncing the efforts of the 
Administration to crush Ibis rehellion, while 
they have no rebuke for those of iirip%raneled 
enormity perpetrated by the rebels, as traitors 
at heart, equally guilry,and far more mean and 
contemptible than those who have taken up 
arms against the Government. 

Rgtolved, That a copy of the proceedings of 
this meeting be sent to Thomas Scott, our del- 
egate to the State Convention, as expressing 
our views on the question involved in them. 

Bitolved^ That the proceedings cf this meet- 
ing be pablislied in the Missouri State Timely 
and other loyal papers be requested to copy. 

On motion^ the meeting adjourned. 

jNo. 8. FaAirxLiir, Chairfnan, 

CoaKKLius L^wB, Secrttary. 

Mr. Satrb. I desire to say but little at this 
stage of our proceedings ; but I particularly 
wish to bear my testimony in reference to the 
question under discussion, so far as it relates 
to the county from which I come, and to say 
that a fall and fair vote of the loyal people 
eould not be had. I believe I am correct in 
saying that not more than one in four, cer- 
^inly not more than one in three, could be 
hidueed to vote at the present time. The 
election would be carried by the military, as 
elections have been in times past. I hesitate 
not to say, Mr. President, that an election in 
that part of the State to which I refer, so far 
firom being a fi'ee expression of the will of the 
people, would be a forced, and therefore a 
fialse, expression of their wishes. 

One word, sir, in reference to the incum- 
bents of the offices who are sought to be dis- 
placed by this resolution. I ask, sir, if these 
officers do not hold their positions according to 
law 1 There have been times when we might 
hare deposed these officers, had their conduct 
jnetifled such a step; but I ask, what have 
they done to justify such action ? There were 
good reasons for deposing the former govern- 
ment — they were displaced for treachery ; but 
I would inquire, in what respect the present 
incumbents have failed ? Are we to treat them 
as traitors 1 These gentlemen hold their offices 
by law, and if we are to take some gentlemen 
who have spoken by their professions, they 
are opposed to breaking the law ; then why 
will they do it, and disturb society by such 



acts ? This is the place and this is the time 
for the exercise of a wise conservatism. What 
are the reasons which gentlemen give for the 
course they recommend? They would have 
us understand that there is a restlessness in 
the public mind in regard to the occupancy of 
these offices. Is this assumed restlessness in 
the public mind a matter which should influ- 
ence the action of this Convention V and espe- 
cially when it is known that this condition of 
the public mind is confined, for the most part, 
to small places that have been under the con- 
trol of the military, and that has found expres- 
sion at small meetings where twenty -five per- 
sons or thereabouts have undertaken to give 
expression to the sentiments of nearly as many 
hundreds. These opinions, sir, may be the 
views of a few persons, and of officers and sol- 
diers f I om other States perhaps, but they do 
not represent the opinions of the people. I 
know something of these so-called public meet- 
ings. They are not public meetings, though 
they are professedly held with open doors; 
they are, for the most part, such gatherings as 
could sit in a bed-room. Such meetings do 
not represent public i^entiment, and it would 
be ridiculous to admit such an assumption, or 
to deprive these officers of the Government of 
their positions on' the ground of such an amount 
of " restiessness " as these meetings repre- 
sent. 

This restlessness in the public mind is, to some 
extent, doe to the course the President of the 
United States has seen fit to take — a course 
not in accordance with the general opinion. 
But it serves as a basis of assault on all wh6 
do not wholly coincide with those views ; and 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Sec- 
retary of State, are assailed fbr wishing to 
pursue a policy contrary, as it is said, to the 
wishes of the people, and contrary to the de- 
sire of the Executive of the United States, but 
which, in my opinion, would be contrary to 
the wishes of the great bulk of this Conven- 
tion, which more nearly represents the wishes 
of the people than any body ever before elected 
in this State. For my part, Mr. President, I 
do not admit the exigencies which require us 
to interfere and turn these gentlemen out of 
office. They have been tried, and not found 
wanting, and no necessity exists for breaking 
our faith with them. And where is the neces- 
sity for taking the property which these gen- 
tlemen have in the offices away from them, 
and turn them out of office, untried, unheard 1 
There is no necessity and no reason for usto set 
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•Qoh an example of lawlestness to satisfy this 
"restlei^sDess" in the public mind. 

Mr. Qrayellt. I very much reg^t, sir, 
that it has been the pleasure of gentlemen in 
the Convention to assail those whom they are 
pleased to term radicals, and to declare that 
an attempt is made, bj threats and clamor, to 
deter members Arom their purpose. While I 
do not consider myself really radical, I know 
I represent a constituency essentially radical 
^on the subject of slavery, for they are in favor 
of unconditional and immediate emancipation; 
yet, if I understand the ^ntleman from Ran- 
dolph, the opinion of these very men who have 
stood by him through all the troubles of the 
past, he regards as revolutionary, and tending 
only to the overthrow of the Government. 
Now, the clamor of the loyal people of Mis- 
souri has its influence on my mind, while the 
clamor of those who would seek to destroy our 
Government has none. I voted with the gen- 
tleman to overthrow the government of Jack- 
son, because he was an enemy of the Govern- 
ment ; and when we were told it was revolu- 
tionary and wrong by men who sympathized 
with Jackson, I paid no heed to their clamor, 
nor did the gentleman from Randolph. But 
when the men of this State who have stood by 
the Union and voted for it are charged with 
preventing men from expressing their honest 
sentiments ; when we are told we cannot have 
a fair election, and these men are classed with 
the Jackson dynasty, whether directly or indi« 
rectly it matters not, I say it is, in my humble 
opinion, exceedingly uAJust I represent a 
constituency that is in favor of immediate 
emancipation, and who desire to be permitted 
to elect their officers of State, and their clamor, 
I say, does affect me, and I intend to represent 
their views here. And while I very much re- 
gret to hear my constituents, who have suffered 
so much, and who are yet willing to suffer for 
the preservation of this Union, regarded in the 
same light as Secessionists, I reply, that such 
assertions will not deter us from urging the 
emancipation of slaves in Missouri at a time 
when we believe the welfare and interests of 
the State demand it. 

I believe, sir, that a fair election could be 
held ; and I do not desire, as has been insinu- 
ated, by asking for an elect on, to cast any 
censure upon the present incumbents, for I am 
willing to vote for the re-election of these gen- 
tlemen. I have never distrusted them. 1 re- 
garn them as firm friends of the Government 
and true patriou, ai)d have not a word of cen- 



sure for them. But the people desire to eleet 
their own officers, and I contend that they are • 
only asking for that to which they have a pe^ 
feet right Every member of this Convention 
will remember that when we deposed Jackson's 
traitorous government, and inaugurated the 
present Provisional Government, it was the full 
understanding of the Convention chat an eleo- 
tioB by the people should take place at the ear- 
liest possible moment. That time, I believe, 
has arrived. 

I regard it as unjust to the military to ssy 
that they have interfered in elections in this 
State. So fkr as my own knowledge extends, 
I know the assertion to be ui\just. It is uniair 
to assume that there can be no fair election. 
Where is the military to prevent it? Is there 
no militia ? Are there citiaens in the counties 
that would prevent a fair election being held ? 
and, if I am correctly informed, nearly aU the 
soldiers to be found in the State are north of 
the river ; and I know, sir, there are no sol- 
diers in the southwest who would prevent citi- 
zens from expressing their honest sentiments. 
But, sir, the people in the southwest are radi- 
cal on the subject of slavery ; they desire no 
delay in the emancipation of the slaves ; and, 
further, they claim they have a right to vote 
for officers of their own choice, and I, for one, 
am ready to give them that opportunity. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. Mr. President, this being 
but a question of reference, it appears to ms 
rather too wide a limit has been allowed men* 
bers in debating it ; but as this is somewhat 
of a leisure morning, (waiting as we are for 
the report of the Committee on Emancipation,) 
I propose to notice some of the remarks of 
gentlemen who have joined in the discussion. 

The r(*port of the committee will not be final 
as to the action of the Convention ; I shall 
therefore vote for the reference, as I invariably 
do when an important proposition is brought 
before us. 

[ Mr. S. then read from the St. Louis R^* 
lican a paragraph, preliminary to a translated 
article from the Neue Zeit, in which the editor 
intimates that the Convention has decreed tbst 
an election shall not be held for Governor, fcc] 

I beg leave to say that the editor of the 
lUpublican is mistaken in this. The Conven* 
tion has decided no such thing, nor has it 
indicated by any vote what its course will be 
on this subject. Mr. Eitzen last week intro- 
duced an ordinance providing for such an 
election, and that resolution was laid on the 
table, which, as any Ohe in the least conversant 
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with parlUmentary usage knows^ meant noth- 
ing more than that it was not convenient to 
consider it at that particular time; but it can 
be taken up by a majority vote at any time, 
unless a special order intervenes and prevents. 
The " killing at first pop " of the emancipation 
ordinance introduced at the last session by my 
colleague, (Judge Breckinridge,) seemi to have 
imparted to members and others the idea that 
an order to table a resolution or an ordinance 
kills it. Tbe overwhelming majority for laying 
that ordinance on the table (52 to 19, 1 believe,) 
discouraged all from moving to take it up — 
and th**re it lies yet, not dead, but sleeping ; 
no one now so poor as to do it reverence. The 
ordinnnce introduced by the gentleman from 
Hermann may be /railed up at any time, unless 
the action on ihe propositions now before the 
Hou»e shall render it inexpedient to disturb it. 
Mr. President, it has been. said by speakers 
that a "clamor" has been raised — not by 
members of this body, but by outsiders-^to 
influence the action of the Convention on this 
and other matters. It is truly said. There U 
a clamor ; an unnatural clamor ; a false clamor g 
a clamor originating, as I believe, in a commit* 
tee in St. Louis, which has sent out a circular 
to various parts of the State, a coipy of which 
has been read here, recommending certain 
resolutiofis for adoption by public meetings to 
be called for that purppa^. My colleague 
(Mr. Drake) came very near saying those reso- 
lutions had been adopted by a majority of tbe 
counties of the State, calling on this Conven- 
tion to order an election for Governor and other 
officers; but he recalled the words in time, 
and escaped a dilemma. And this is called 
^ the public sentiment." A member said, not 
ten minute* ago, that in his county about fifty 
persons attended the meeting there, and not 
half of them lived in the county the public 
sentiment of which it pretended to represent^ 
The meetings are held wherever the circular 
reaches ; and nowhere else, that 1 can learn of. 
I trust, Mr. President, I am as ready as any 
member here to act in accordance with public 
sentiment, especially wben that sentiment 
accords with that of my constituents; but 
when a manufactured public sentiment is hel4 
up a guide for my action, 1 shall fall back upon 
my own judgment, and do what I think is right, 
regirdles&of the fals.e lights set up before. me. 
I now read the translation of the article re- 
marked upon by ^he Republican: , 

"who is to. BS GOI^BlirOB? 

^Mr. Eitzen, of Utrmann, has iatrodaetd 



an ordinance into the Conyention, appointing 
the first Monday in August as the day when an 
etectioD for Governor shall he held, and it Ib 
hoped that a majority will he gained for this 
ordinance, as its fairness it too evident In 
that case we hear even now, already the names 
of Col. B. Gratz Brown and Oen. Ben Loan as 
the men on whom the emancipation vote of the 
State could be best united, and who would 
exhibit the most energy in dealing with the 
secessionists' rabble, and the lukewarm gen- 
tlemen at Washington. Senator David Wagner 
has also been named. It is to be hoped this 
will not cause us to lose sight of B. Gratz 
Brown as candidate for the place of United 
States Senator. 

"P. 8.— The Convention has again killed 
the question of an election ^on the first pop,' 
as it killed last year the question of emancipa- 
tion. The ConveiUion wants no election.. The 
people are not to be permitted to have a voice. 
The Convention will, at the utmost, be gracious 
enough to throw a few crumbs to the people, 
believing that they must be satisfied with it. 
Damn the OonvmUion I " 

I beg pardon for repeating the last three 
words. They sound strangely to ears polite, 
end they look strangely in a newspaper. I 
remark, in regard to them, that they remind 
me of the criticism of an Irishman, who wit- 
nessed an encounter between a bull and a 
locomotive, in which the former came ofiT 
worsted, (wss killed, in fact,) which was this: 
^ Mr. Bull, I admire your eonrafe, but I can't 
say much for your prudence." So in this ease 
—one may possibly agree with you, Mr. Editor, 
in the sentiment, but it is quite Impossible to 
admire your language. Neither can we agree 
aA to facU. I deny that the Convention has 
indicated, in any way, that we want no election. 
So far as I can judge <he sentiment of the Con- 
vention it is in favor of an election, the time 
for holding it being the only question in which 
a difference of opinion may exist among thoM 
favoring it. 

I dd not wish, nor do I ssean to be driven or 
scolded into any actio* my judgment does not 
approve of ; and I take it for granted all ths 
members of this Convention will act in the way 
they believe to be right. We may be " anti- 
quated,*' "senile,'' and somewhat"t»ld fogy- 
iafa ;" I auppos^ some of vs are ; but I deny 
that we are usurpers, as has been charged, 
and insist upon it we have* so far acted in 
aceordaace with the will of the people. I hops 
w« shall eoMtiirae to do so to the end^ regard* 
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less alike of threats, blackgaardisro and clamor 
I now, sir, with a view of havinfr a report 
made on this subject, that we niaj decide fairly 
and jnstly, move the previous question. 
. Mr. Birch. I move that we now adjourn to 
8 o'clock. 

Mr. Drakc. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Birch. Raiher than subject the House 
to any inconvenience, I will withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. Hall of R. I move that we adjourn to 
1 past 2. 

Mr. Gantt. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The adjournment was carried by — ayes, 49 ; 
noes, 25. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Conrention met at \ past 2. 

Mr. BiRCH^ [Here followed a speech by this 
gentleman, but, not having been furnished the 
printer in time, it may be found at the end of 
the last day's proceedings.] 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I withdraw the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. The original reso- 
lution , offered by the gentleman from St Louis 
(Mr. Drake.) instructs the committee to report 
an ordinance providing fbr the election of cer- 
tain State officers. The substitute, offered by 
the gentleman from Adair, (Mr. Foster,) pro- 
vides that the committee shall consider the ex- 
pediency of electing these officers, and report 
aa speedily as possible to die Convention. In 
considering whether the substitute shall be 
adopted or not, we have to consider the original. 
In considering its merits, we have to consider 
the propriety of an election by the people, for 
if the original should be adopted, the commit- 
tee is bound to report in accordance with the 
Tiews expressed in the original. The gentle- 
man fh>m St. Louis, as I understand, considers 
that the Provisional Government expires with 
the Convention. Such is not my view of the 
Provisional Government. I consider, and have 
always contended, that it is as legal and valid, 
for all intents and purpoees, as that we deposed. 
The Convention providing for a government is 
a body of the same character as that which pro- 
Tides for the original government, and they 
have the aaroe right to provide for a govern- 
ment that the ori^dnal Convention had to pro- 
Tide for the original government. The Union 
Baen in thia State have always maintained that, 
for the tenure whidi thia OonventioQ fixed Ibr 



that government, it is, to all intents and pur- 
poses, a legal and constitutional goventment, 
and, if we depose that government, we depose 
a constitutional government ; we exercise ex- 
traordinary powers— the same powers that we 
exercised when we deposed the bold, bad gov- 
ernment headed by Jackspn. While the in- 
cumbents of the present offices have not, in all 
their acts, come up to my views of policy; 
while I object to some of their acts ; they have 
not been so objectionable that 1 am prepared to 
inflict upon them the sentence that we inflicted 
upon Jackson and the treasonable cabinet which 
we deposed. We have established this jrovem- 
ment up to the period of the next June election; 
we hesitated much as to the propriety of it; at 
any rate we concluded that we would give the 
government a limited tenure, and leave it to 
the people to change afterwards if they saw fit 
But, after being informed of the true state of 
the country, we met and changed that tenure 
to the usual period of elections in 1864 ; and 
until the expiration of this period it is as valid 
and constitutional as the government of C. F. 
Jackson. The question now is, whether the 
Conduct of this Provisional Government has 
been such, and the parties composing it such, 
that it is our duty to inflict upon the incumbents 
the sentence and penalty we inflicted upon trai- 
tors. Now, gentlemen, I am not prepared to 
do so. Gentlemen reasoned as though this 
government was to retire with the Convention { 
but the government is no more the agent of 
this Convention than was that of Jackson of 
the constitutional State authorities previously 
existing. We are not the government We 
fhime the government, but we do not constitute 
the government. Our acts will — at least some 
of them— continue years after this Convention 
ceases ; but will. I contend, either for good or 
evil, be valid and binding upon the people, and 
can only be changed in the way prescribed by 
the State Constitution. 

We have established a GJorernment here by 
law, and supported it by arms, and have come 
before the people to defend it in every way we 
were able to do. Shall we now set to work to 
pull down that which we hai^e been at such 
pains to erect ? The cry comes here that there 
is an imperious demand by the people that we 
shall do it. We have heard ^Is " imperious 
demand of the people" against deposing the 
government of Jackson, but did you shrink from 
your duty then 1 It was the opinion of many 
In this ContentloD at that time, that three- 
loarthi or four^flftht of the people of thia State 
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▼onld refuse to ratify that action, and under 
the influences then existing in this State — I 
mean more especially after tlie battle of Wil- 
son Creek, and after the administration of Fre- 
mont in this State had brought us nearly to the 
Terge of ruin, and his gross blunders had es- 
tablished Price in the heart of the State— had 
we submitted this to the people, not one in ten 
would have voted for it. But we were not dis- 
couraged ; we felt we were in the line of our 
duty. The measure may have been extreme, 
but we were prepared to adopt it as a necessity. 

The cry that is raised now, demanding that 
the election be submitted to the people, is the 
same as that for which I previously entertained 
the same contempt. It is a cry that no honest 
man can comply with, and that no honest man 
would ask. I say this as respectfully as I can. 
I wish to give no ofTence to any member of this 
body ; but I say that the principles which lie at 
the foundation of this thing of immediate 
emancipation, are utterly subversive of every 
principle on which society exists, and that no 
honest man can demand it. 

We have been told by gentlemen of intelli- 
gence and learning, whose speeches showed 
them to be men of marked ability, that the own- 
ership of slave property was confined to about 
twenty-five thousand individuals ; and should 
the welfare of twenty-five thousand citizens 
stand in the way of the prosperity of the State ? 
We are told that they should be deprived of 
their property at once, for the public good, for 
the good of the many, without compensation ; 
that those men who liave acquired that prop- 
erty, under the pledge of the Constitution, in 
the most solemn form in which the State can 
hind itself ; who have laid out their money, 
their labor and their lives in acquiring property 
for which stronger pledges were given than for 
any other, for it is the only property for which 
the pledge of the Constitution is fiiren, must 
now give it up; and you break your faith with 
that class of men because some of you would 
profit by it. 

Why, gentlemen, we owe twenty-seven mil- 
lions of dollars of public debt. The number of 
bond-holders may not be over five thousand. 
Some one might say, " This is but a small class 
hiterested in this large amount of debt ; it would 
be a great relief to the people of this State to 
have this burden of debt removed ; it would be 
to the interest of the people of the Sute, by a 
sacrifice of the few, to wipe out the debt and 
repudiate it." 

These gentlemen would shrink just now from 
13 



advocating that measure, for there is not a 
strong repudiation party in the State ; but the 
principle is identical, though the practice would 
not infiict as great injustice. 

And, geiulemen, when you get to that pointy 
do you suprpose that the men who are advocat- 
ing such principles are going to stop ? What 
will be the next step ? The next demand will 
be whether the property holders of the State, 
the wealthy men, who are but few comparea 
with the great body of the people, whether they 
are to ei\joy all the comforts and luxuries of 
life, while many others are in a state of suffer- 
ing and privation. Why should not the interest 
of the few yield to the good of the many 1 
Why should not the riches of the few be taken 
and divided among all? Gentlemen, you hav^ 
asserted the very principle that leads to these, 
things ; you are fostering a spirit which will^ 
in the end, destroy every vested right, utterly 
subvert society, and reduce us, step by step, to 
anarchy, and next to despotism. There are 
principles of justice lying at the very founda^ 
tion of society that you cannot violate with 
impunity. If you see a party that is defending 
and advocating these principles, I tell you thej 
are the enemies of society, and there is no 
compromise with them ; they have got to be 
met ; they have to be put down, or society will 
perish. There can be no compromise with 
such. It is because I have seen and felt that 
this spirit wasgrowinor, and more especially iQ 
times of trouble like these, that I have looked 
around to see if I could not unite elements 
strong enough to repress it. And, gentlemen, 
I thought I had seen them. When I have wit- 
nessed the gallant struggle of the gradual 
emancipationists in St. Louis against these 
radicals ; when I have seen these men break- 
ing the party associations and party ties, rathe^ 
than endorse doctrines so monstrous, I hav^ 
felt that they were allies in such a struggle i 
and when I have seen the friends of gradual 
emancipation in the Legislature endeavoring 
to stave off these moral enormities, I regar(]^ 
them, too, as allies. As for me, I am an anti- 
emancipationist in principle, feeling and sentl^ 
ment. 1 have done everything I could to stem 
every movement of the kind. I moved to layj 
the anti-slavery question on the table, when it 
was up in Congress, when it was proposed to 
compensate slave owners, because I thought it 
would defeat this emancipation movement. I 
profess no change of sentiment on this subject. 
But I liare seen another danger — an appalling 
danger — one that attacks not only slavery, but 
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every right, and I know not where to find the 
elements and the power to resist it. I am pre- 
pared to meet and extend the hand of fellowship 
to those men, who, while they desire emanci- 
pation, still respect right and justice, so that 
we may form a power in this State that shall 
put down this radicalism, that will, unless 
curbed, ruin our country. Now, gentlemen, 
who propose to bring this election before tie 
people, you have heard what the gentleman 
from Clinton has said here. Every man in the 
land knows that those things are occurring; 
there are few of us who have not witnessed 
excesses of that sort, and, where we have not 
seen them, we have had their authentication 
placed beyond doubt. We cannot get a free, 
full and lair expression of the people's will. 
"Why, gentlemen, in St. Louis, where you have 
securities that are not possessed elsewhere in 
the State, you have had an election, and the 
member elect comes in by about 6,000 votes, 
while perhaps not one of you who was not sent 
here by less than from 15,000 to 20,000 votes. 
There is no diminution of population that will 
Account for the difference. It is so all over the 
country. We are in no condition to have a fair 
expression of the will of the people ; and know- 
ing that, why do you, gentlemen, desire to sub- 
mit these things to the people ? Conservative 
men desire peace, the whole country over ; they 
seek to avoid danger, and the occasion^ that 
bring it about ; th^y are men who respect law 
and order. But gentlemen propose to go into 
this struggle, and they avow their intention to 
carry it through at every hazard. I am op. 
posed to the whole of it. This Convention has 
established a government which I believed at 
the time, and still believe, should live out the 
period for which the Provisional Government 
was established. If we reverence our Govern- 
ment, we do it in an extraordinay way ; on 
the contrary, we give good ground for a charge 
of caprice, in hazarding, by our unnecessary 
changes, dangers that we all should most care- 
fully avoid. 

Mr. Stewart. My honorable friend of Ran- 
dolph thinks slavery is a fixed institution. I 
Should like the honorable gentleman to tell me 
bow long he thinks it is going to live. We are 
living in revolutionary times, and I am not sure 
tliat the people are quite satisfied with the 
reigning powers in this State. For myself, I 
object to a perpetual runnint^ machine, as well 
as to a mutual ai-miration society, which the 
ruling party seems to resemble. We deposed 
the Jackson government, and we deposed the 



Legislature, and we brought the civilized world 
to understand that no traitor could hold office 
in the State of Missouri. That was right ; but 
it does not follow by any means that because 
some men got into office, that they have a right 
to perpetuate themselves. It has been said 
that we have sworn to support the Provisional 
Government. I took a solemn oath to support 
the Provisional Government; but that does 
not compel me to hold on to a dead carcass. 
Gentlemen say that for Messrs. Giunble and 
Hall to submit to be again put before tlie peo- 
ple is to inflict disgrace upon them, as they did 
upon Jackson and his crew. I do not think so. 
I think they should submit their claims to the 
people, and, if they can get a miy'ority vote, all 
well and good. You passed a resolution to 
that effect last session ; but they came to the 
conclusion that a bird in the hand is worth two 
in the bush, and they have run the machine 
ever since. I do not object to it particularly, 
but my constituents do. Some gentlemen seem 
to have a great horror of revolution. Now, 1 
have no objection to revolution in public senti. 
ment. And it lias been charged here that every 
radical is a revolutionist. To be a revolution- 
ist is not the worst thing in the world. If we 
had no revolutionists, we should have had no 
railroads or canals, and should have made no 
advance in knowledge or science. If you don't 
want revolution, you will have to take the back 
track, and keep railroads out of the way. 

My honoiable friend from Randolph has let 
the cat out of the bag. He is, be said, op- 
posed to emancipation in toto. If we don't 
keep the nigger here we shall go to d<*struc(ion. 
I take it that the nigger is the ciiuse of our 
trouble ^ that is, the disease. Now, if I want 
to get rid of the disease, I amputate the limb. 
For my part, I cannot see tbdt by getting rid 
of the n^gro we are going to uproot society. 
I think, that when we have got rid of this in. 
fernal rebellion, we can, even without the nig- 
ger, build up sdcielj again ; our farms will 
again be cultivated ^ the bupy hum of industry 
will again be heard ; the mechanic will again 
be seen in his shop, and the farmer at the plow. 

Mr. Hitchcock. The question before ihis 
body does not seem to me to be In a condition 
for a vote to be taken upon it. It is suscepti- 
ble of it, and I ask that a division be had when 
the vote is tsken. The resolution offered as a 
substitute proposes to change (he original reso- 
lution in three points^ neither one of which is 
important, and upon each one of which there 
are differences of opinion that would prevent 
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any member p^rbans from votiDg for all aUke. 
Tbe defects of the substitute invoWe a diseut- 
slon of tbe or%inal. 1 1 egret tbe kind of dis- 
eussioB^tbat bas been gone into by several gen- 
tlemen, wbo bave introduced topics tbat really 
bave no connection wlib this question, and 
which it is improper to introduce. We are 
Bot discussing tbe question of imnwdiate eman- 
cipation, but simply the propriety of bolding 
aa election for certain officers of the State next 
f^l. I say at once tbat I shall support the 
resolution to bold tbe election. Tbe gentleman 
from Randolph bas, I am sure unintentionally, 
done my colleague injustice in arguing that 
ttK>8e wbo art in favor of an election contend 
tbat with the adjournment of this Convention 
expires the right of the officers whom this Con- 
vention appointed to longer bold their seats. 
I do Dot understand tbat any such proposition 
bas been made { I certainly do not bold any 
•acb opinion. Tbe fact is, tbe present Govern- 
ment stands in force till next y^ar; so I con- 
tend, and my coHeaffue undoubtedly entertains 
the same view, unless this action should now 
be taken by Ibis body. If this Convention 
•boutd refuse to change the existing ordinance, 
it remains in force, and tbos^BOw in office will 
remain tbe rightful incumbents. I pay no re- 
gard to the allegations that have been made 
here, that we are a body of revolutionists. I 
deny it Aow, as I have denied it from the first. 
1 should greatly lament if tbe loyal people of 
this State wore to be led away by any sujch idea 
u that alleged to be entertained by tbe gentle- 
man from Randolph | that is, revolutionary, in 
tbe sense of doing tbat which is opposed to 
law. I contend that Ibe power exercised by this 
Convention, and the power which alone is sup- 
ported by the people, is not revolutionary j it 
is super-constitutional and coordinate with it. 
Tbe power which this Couvention exercised in 
deposing the rebel government is a sovereign 
power, but it is one expressed and provided for 
by tbe Constitution. Therefore, tbe idea tbat 
oar object here is to fill offices which it is sup- 
posed will become vacant because tbe Con- 
veotiun expires, and tbe idea that this is 
simpljr a revolutionary body, and not bound to 
regard the fundamental principles of tbe law 
in its every action, I wholly repudiate. 

Tbe gentleman seems to have forgotten the 
facta of our former action and present position. 
What have we done in regard to the Stuie 
Government? What has been the professed 
principle that has guided this Convent lou in its 
aetious ? la July, ISdl, it installed tbe provi- 



sional State officers. They were provisional 
because they were obliged to be put in office to 
meet the emergency. This body then resolved 
to submit tbe question to the people nnd pro- 
vided for tbe fall election of those officers. In 
October we met again, and on the ground that 
the emergency tbat we hoped would have ended 
by the fall still existed, we repealed that or- 
dinance, and declined submitting the election 
to the people, because it was known that such 
an election could not be held. A^ain this 
body subsequently met in June, 1862, and It 
must be in the memory of every gentleman 
that an ordinance was adopted to the effect 
that all ordinances passed by the Convention 
submitting its action to a vote of the people 
were repealed. The present officers, therefore, 
it was determined should continue to be tbe 
incumbents till tbe expiration of the term for 
which their predecessors were elected. What 
was the ground for such action ? Clearly that 
we did not know what the future might bring 
forth ; and though we bad provided by strin- 
gent oaths — such that the gentleman from Clio, 
ton objected to,, but which we hoped were 
sufficiently binding — it was not thought wise 
to take for granted that those safeguards were 
sufficient, and therefore, with every conrid- 
eratiou of S^ate necessity and policy,' while 
they provided for tbe election of a State Lcfris- 
lature, this body deemed it wise to postpone 
action in reference to tbe State Government by 
which they might have risked and possibly lost 
all. I heard no other argument seriously 
urged ; but whether there was force in tbe ar- 
gument or not, it was deemed sufficient to de- 
cide their course at the time. From what I 
have said, it seems to me tbat the feeling of 
ttiis body at tbe time was, tbat while we were 
competent, in sustaining tbe laws and the Con- 
stitution, to depose a traitoroua executive and 
supply their places with provisional officers, 
yet the principle that und/erlaid such action 
was that we had no desire to exorclM tbat 
power longer than the extraordinary emergen- 
cy required it. I can see no other ground upon 
which tbat question should be discussed now. 
i can see no other ground npon which we are 
called upon to decide whether it is proper or 
not that tbe election of State officers should be 
held at any time earlier than that on which 
they will vacate their offices by law. It may. 
be a;>ked why tbe present incumbents f-bould 
bold their offices after tbe present Convention 
•hall have adjourned. It may be aaked why 
this body adjourned over from the last session. 
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This body would hare adjourned last sumtner 
tine dUy bad it been considered safe to h-ive 
done 80 K^ut it was deemed the widest plan, in 
view of all possible exigencies, to meet a^ain. 
They were not willing to risk all the State 
offices, and it was believed that by continuing 
in existence, and by retaining a State Govern- 
ment known to be loyal, the State would be 
safe, and there would be no real danger even 
in the event of an election of a disloyal Legis- 
lature, if such should be possible. 

It strikes me th^t the question really before 
us is whether this body shall proceed to the 
election of a new Governor by the Convention, 
or whether there shall be an election by the 
people. For assuming, as I do, that this body 
will adjourn before the first of July, I am 
su< prised that no gentleman has noticed the 
fact, (though it has been spoken of in private,) 
that, under the constitutional requirements, an 
election for Governor will be ordered by the 
Lieutenant Governor. I am therefore surpris- 
ed that it has nor been recognized by the Con- 
vent Ion that the question is whether this Con- 
vention shall elect, or whether the election 
shall be ordered by the Governor to be held by 
the people. 

If it be argned that the State of Missouri is 
in such a condition now that it does not per- 
mit of an election, and if gentlemen on that 
ground feet called upon to elect a new Gover* 
nor, I have nothing to say. This is the only 
explanation, as it seems to me, and the. only 
thing that remains is to say whether an elec- 
tion can be held. Perhaps I am not able to 
ipeak positively, but so far as St^ Loiiis is con- 
cerned, tliere can be no ques'ion that a free 
and fair election can be held. Members of the 
Legislature were elected, and Congressmen 
were elected, and I see no reason for doubting 
that an election of State officers rould be fully 
and fairly carried out in that city. That force 
may have been employed, and Illegal mea«>are« 
resorted to in some parts of the State, I am 
ready to admit; but I submit that the only 
question now is, recngnixing as I do the im- 
portance of the election by the people, that if 
it can be held it shduld be so determined by 
this Convention, and the only thing we have to 
decide is whether we shall hold the election, or 
whether it shall be submitted to the people. 

There is another point to which I desire 
briefly to refer, and which I have much re- 
greted to bear introduced in this discussion ; 
it is that officeholders have a property right 
in their offices. I caDnot, Mr. President, sub- 



scribe to any snch principle. I regard tucfa « 
doctiine as a most d<>grading and ruinous pro- 
position. No office is the property of any 
man ; every office in the gift of this Govern- 
ment is a high and sacred trust, committed to 
thif) or that man when the office is bestowed, 
with the full understanding and belief that bs 
will honestly and faithfully discharge the du- 
ties he is sworn to perform ; and the idea that 
any man should claim that he has been in- 
ve<»ted with such a trust in ihe light of having 
it bestowed upon him as property, and that it 
would be a breach of faith to deprive him of it, 
it'fseemv to me, if generally admitted, wooM 
rob the incumbents of all the ho«or and digni- 
ty which a faithful discharge of the dutios of 
their office entitles them to. 

I am sorry to hear gentlemen speak of the 
election as depoiing the present inciimbeuts. 
As far as the Governor is concerned, his resin- 
nation disposes of that. We ceriaiitly shaU 
not depose Governor Gamble. In receiving his 
resignation and remitting the question to the 
people, we shall only be acting in conformity 
with his views of the best course to pursue in 
the present condition of affairs in th« State. 

Mr. Hall of R. In discussing this question, 
I discuss it purely as a question of principle. 
I f^lt that possibly there might be some indel- 
icacy in my speaking of it, in consequence of 
my relation to the Lieutenant Governor, but I 
desire to express my opinion on the principles 
involved, and I thought it proper to do so not- 
withstanding that relation. 

Now, so far as the sentiments of the Lienten- 
ant Governor are concerned, as the subject has 
never been mentioned between us, I do not 
know what his views are ; I have not considered 
it right or proper to ask him. I act in this 
matter as I would if it referred to any other 
individual. I have thought it propef to amy 
this much, that the interest [ take in this snb- 
ject may not be considered partial or of a per- 
sonal character. 

I know this, that both Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor accepted their positions with 
reluctance and after much solicitation, and 
during their occupancy of ofBce have expressed 
a desire to eet rid of it. I have remonstrated 
against their resigning. 

There is one suggestion that I have omHted 
to make before ; I will make it now. The laat 
two years have been a period of great vicissi- 
tude. Whatever our action has been, or mxy 
be, we know very well that the results of «a 
election would be much inflsenced by military 
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poftsesaibn. Now, sir, I reooHect that when 
▼e met last Jane, I was rery much in fayor of 
elections by the people at the regular election 
tune in August ; I was in ^ror of it from the 
assonince I had that there was no danger of in- 
torruption. I went immediately to Washing- 
ton, and returned home in July. The day I 
got home the military were driven from my 
oonnty, and, in less than a week, there were 
1,500 rebels in possession of it Now, sir, it is 
a bare possibility, a painfhl thing to contem- 
plate, but we must look things in the face, and 
anticipate all changes if we would act wuely. 
It is barely possible that tlie Confederate army 
may take Washington ; it is barely possible that 
we may not capture Vickshurg; we may expe- 
rience reverses at these points, and especially 
if we ikil to tAe Vickshurg it would produce 
a Tery material change in the aspect of things 
in this State. We may be invaded again, and 
again in possession of the enemy ; and if the 
election comes on at that time, we should 
again have a disloyal government. The gen- 
eral impression seems to be here that this is 
the last session of this Convention — ^that, upon 
adjournment, it will adjourn sine die. I ques- 
tion the prudence of this, for, gentlemen, we 
should have a disloyal government without a 
Convention to depose it. It is well to look at 
all contin^ncietf-*to consider everything that 
may arise. How often have we been disap- 
pointed 1 How often, when the restoration of 
the Union seemed to be within our grasp, have 
we been disappointed I The rebellion has 
grown in magnitude, and the reverses of our 
arms have totally changed the aspect of affairs 
in the country, and made the hearts of patriots 
sink within them. 

Mr. President, when we deposed the former 
Governor I avowed my determination that I 
would not live under a government that 
was separated from that of our fathers, and I 
made up my mind that f would do an act that 
would drive me from this State if ever it be- 
aonie part oif the Southern Confederacy ; and 
I expeet to live and die under the stars and 
stripes, the beloved emblem of our nation. 

Mr. Brboktkridob. With regard, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to the question brought before this body 
by the resolution providing for an election, I 
wish to say a few words. I came hero, sir, 
after having very carefully considered the sub- 
ject, with my mind definitely made up not to 
▼ote for an etectlon for Governor and other 
State oAoers, nnlese some great ebange in the 
pMtnre of nflWrs ■faooM oeomr. Thai was my 



purpose, changed only by the fact that Gov. 
Gamble has thought proper to resign. I greatly 
regret that he has done so, because it adds to 
our difficulties, and tends to complicate troubles 
already great enough. I should have advised 
against it earnestly, if I had known it was the 
intention of the Goverbor to resign. 

The resignation is to take effect on the last 
day of our session. Very probably the Con- 
vention will adjourn before the first day of 
July. The Legislature to be elected in the 
fiiU of 1864 will assemble on Uie last Monday 
of December in that year. The Constitution 
provides that if the office of Governor shall 
become vacant more than eighteen months be- 
fore the expiration of the term for which the 
Governor shall have been elected, it shall be 
the duty of the officer exercising the powers of 
Governor for the time being, to cause an elec- 
tion to be held as soon as may be, giving three 
months' previous notice thereof. The Secre- 
tary of Slate is by law required to lay before 
the General Assembly, within two days after 
the meeting of each House, an abstract of the 
vote given for Governor, and the two Houses 
are required without delay to ascertain and de- 
clare the result. 

So that if this body shall adjourn prior to 
July 1st, it would probably be the duty of the 
Lieutenant Governor (depending on the date 
iu/December, 1864, on which the fourth Mon- 
day falls) to order an election. 

If, on Uie otlier hand, we should not adjourn 
before the first of July, certainly we shall very 
soon after ; and even if this should bring the 
date of the Governor's resignation within 
eighteen months of the expiration of the term 
for which he was chosen, it is easy to see that 
the Lieutenant Governor would be pla«»d in 
a most embarrassing position, since in the 
present state of the popular mind in many sec- 
tions of the State, an imperfect knowledge of 
the law, as I have just stated it, would oer* 
tainly tend to increase the restlessness and dia- 
content of those who now desire an election, 
and might give plausibility to the allegation 
of an usurpation of authority by the acting ex- 
ecutive officer. Now, sir, I say tliis Conven- 
tion cannot properly place an officer chosen by 
itself In a position so embarrassing, when it 
shxU no longer be in existence to aid, advise 
and support him ; nor have we any right to 
add to difficulties which are already great 
enough, or to do anything thai may create, of 
leave undone anything that may prevent, U^ 
tnse trottUe. 
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rt seems to me, sir, in Tiew of -all the facts, 
to be the duty of this ConTention, either to 
elect a Governor itself for the remainder of the 
term, and instal him in office, which it has 
an undoubted right to do if necessary, or to 
appoint a time when a Governor shall be elect- 
ed by the people. 

If this last conclusion is reached, it follows, 
I think, that at the same time the offices of 
Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of State 
ahould also be filled by popular election. 

It is hardly necessary for me to say that I 
intend nothing derogatory to the gentlemen 
who now hold those offices. For them I en- 
tertain the highest personal regard, and in 
their ability and patriotism I have entire con- 
fidence. 

I claim that this Convention had full power 
to elect the incumbents of these offices for tlie 
whole remaining period for which their prede- 
cessors were chosen ; still I have always con- 
tended, as my fellow-members will bear me 
witness, that we should return to the regular 
and ordinary methods of election at the very 
earliest moment consistent with public order 
and tranquillity. 

Now, sir, if an election is to be held, I desire 
to postpone it as long as it can be properly 
done. I admit there are difficulties existing in 
tiie State which render an election unde«irable. 
No perfectly satisfactory election can be held 
unless absolute peace and tranquillity prevail ; 
yet, under present circumstances, I think it 
best to risk an election rather than adopt the 
alternative of electing a new Governor by this 
body. And it is satisfactory to know that the 
Legislative and Congressional elections, held 
under our ordinance, though no doubt some diffi- 
culties occurred and some outrages were perpe- 
trated, were, in the main, properly conducted. 
Desiring, however, to secure as peaceful and 
orderly an election as possible, I shall, at the 
proper time, seek to amend the original reso- 
lution by substituting the Tuesday after the 
first Monday of November for the 6th of Octo- 
ber, as now proposed. That would seem the 
best date, for the additional reason that it is 
the season of the year at which, under our 
Constitution, our regular elections are held. 

I desire now, sir, to notice very briefl^some 
of the remarks of the gentleman from Randolph 
(W. A. Hall). 

I cannot aoppose that that gentleman intend- 
ed to say anything personally offensive to me, 
Ibecante \^ prefaced and aocompaaied his re* 
marks with the expression of his desire sod 



purpose to avoid saying anything which would 
be disrespectful to any member of this body ; 
but I think it due to myself to say, in reference 
to his remarks upon the subject of emancipa- 
tion, that if that gentleman supposes that I am, 
or ever have been, allied to any par^ in tiiis 
body, or elsewhere, which is, in its doctrines 
or its tendencies, revolutionary, he greatly 
wrongs me. If that gentleman would consult 
the people whom I have the honor, in part, to 
represent, he would find that I am, and always 
have been, pledged to conservatism— to the 
preservation of justice, truth and right — and 
whenever, in that community, associations 
have arisen giving the least intimation of rev- 
olutionary, unjust or unconstitutional proceed- 
ings, I have, in my humble way, attempted, 
with whatever force I could, to resist and over- 
throw them. In the recent contests in that 
community, of which the gentleman speaks 
with eulogies upon tliose whom he styles grad- 
ual emancipationists, I would have him to know 
that I stood shoulder to shoulder with them ; 
and while I felt bound by the proprieties of ray 
judicial office not to take active part in merely 
political contests, I have acted, from first to last, 
with those who are reckoned conservatiye as 
against 4hose who are reckoned radical. I de- 
sire to have this clearly understood, becftuse, 
greatly to my astonishment, I find that that 
gentleman attributes to me, because of a prop- 
osition oonceming emancipation which I had 
the honor to submit the other day, doctrines 
which he thinks revolutionary. 

I desire, sir, that he should understand this, 
which I believe the loyal slaveholders of 'Mis- 
souri will now, or, if not now, will soon per- 
ceive, that the proposition I had the honor to 
submit was conceived with an earnest desire 
— meeting the exigency wisely — to consult 
the best interests oi the slaveholders them- 
selves. And I confidently anticipate from the 
loyal slaveholders of the State, when time has 
been allowed them to learn and consider our 
action here, a verdict declaring that such a 
proposition, under the actual circumstances of 
the case, was more likely to promote their best 
interests than that which it is understood tlie 
gentleman is willing to support, and whiclx 
contemplates simply the prohibition of slavery 
after the first of January, 1876. 

These, sir, are matters about which the wiseat 
men may well difibr ; but the ol^ects wliichL I 
have sought to accomplish are these : to secore 
to the sUvebolders of the State, as far as po«^- 
ble ooosisleutly with pesos and order, aU their 
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rights ; to secure the peace, quiet and tranquil- 
btj of the State in which I live, whose people 
have honored and trusted me, and whom I 
love ; and hy sucli action as would promote both 
these ends, to demonstrate, once and for all, 
the inflexible loyalty of our people, and our 
fixed determination to abide by the Union, and 
labor for its preservation. And am I, sir, while 
seeking these ends by the means which seem 
best adapted to secure them — am I, sir, to be 
arraigned as one who seeks by revolutionary 
methods is destroy the rights of any man in 
this State unnecessarily ? Am I here to be ac- 
cused, arraigned and required to defend myself 
against the charge of yielding to popular clam- 
or, when the best years of my life have been 
spent in resisting it? 

I have tliought it just to myself to say this 
much. I find that an overwhelming migority 
of the loyal people of the State have come, by 
various routes, and for various reasons, to the 
same conclusion, that, situated as we are, 
slavery must be removed from Missouri. Hav< 
ing reached this conclusion, they look to us to 
solve the problem and ascertain the method, in 
the spirit of justice and sound statesmanship. 
After careful examination and anxious thought, 
I see no plan that will, in my judgment, ac- 
complish this result with so perfect a regard to 
the rights of slaveholders, with so sure promise 
of giving peace and tranquillity to the State, as 
the one I have had the honor to propose. In 
this I may err; and certainly the whole sub- 
ject requires, at the hands of the representa- 
tives of the people, full, careful, calm, unpre- 
judiced consideration. Doing what I can 
to promote this end, and earnestly desiring to 
consult the wishes of the people, I shall still 
resist, in the future as in the past, any attempt 
to do any wrong to any portion of the people ; 
I shall resist, God helping me, mere popular 
damor, and shall allow myself to be moved by 
no such influence. But I shall hope that, as 
wise men, we shall show that we are willing 
to consider all the circumstances that should 
dictate and guide our action. 

Mr. Drake. If Ibere is no other gentleman 
who wishes to make any remarks, there aie 
two or three poiiits that have been intioduced 
in the debate to which I desire to reply, and 
which will not take more than a minute or two 
to dispose of. As I believe it is proper that 
the mover of the resolution should close the 
debat(», I will defer these remarks till all who 
wisb to debate the question shall have had the 
floor. 



\Mr. Phillips. I desire* to call the attention 
of (he Convention to one of the rules it has 
accepted for its guidance, and which is as 
follows: ^<That no member shall speak more 
than twice on the same question without leave 
of the Convention, nor more than once till 
every other member choosing to speak shall 
have spoken." I do not raise this question to 
prevent the gentleman of St. Louis from speak- 
ing, lam always interested in his remaiks, 
for he speaks wt-ll 5 but it has occurred two or 
three times that this rule h»s been violated^ 
and I think the attention of the ConventioD 
should be called to it. 

The Pkesident. I have had this mie In 
view, and I do not think it is applicable to the 
gentleman from St. Louis. 

Mr. PnrLLiPs. The gentleman from St. Louts 
sp 'ke once upon the resolution, and has already 
spoken twice upon the amendment. 

The President. If so, the rule would apply. 

Mr. Leeper. I have voted in every ca$e, as 
the journal will show, against submitting an 
election to the people^ when I have believed 
that it was impossible, in certain localities, to 
obtain a full and free expression of the will of 
the people. The same objections hold good 
to-day in some comities of South-east Missouri^ 
where one-half of the entire adult population 
is to-day in the Southern army. Now, gentle- 
men, it strikes me, that while we can have no 
election there, from the fact that the people are 
no lting:er in the State of Missouri, but in the 
Southern army fighting against this Govern- 
ment, that that is no reason why an election 
may not be held in other counties where this is 
not the case, and where a free and fair election 
can be held. I cannot .agree with the gentle- 
man from Clinton, who would have us wait 
till all those now in the Souhern army have 
returned, and give men who have been fighting 
against their country and the Government a 
voice in the afl^airs of Missouri. While I have 
been steady in my course in voting against an 
election of officers for the reasons ^tatfd, I shall 
now vote for the proposition to bring the elec- 
tions before the people at the earliest practica- 
ble period, believing that in the greater portion 
of the State we can have a free and fair election. 
I am nnwilling to waU for the return of men to 
exercife the right of the franchise, or indeed of 
those men ever being allowed fo exercise that 
privilege, who have enrolled tbem«elves against 
th* Government of the United States and the 
Government of the State of Missouri. It has 
been said on this floor that <* the people of the 
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State who are in favor of the election have 
consisted merely of squads of ten or twelve 
persons/' and that these are "the people*' who 
have demanded that ihe election of State officers 
be held. But I would ask where are the squads 
pf ten and twelve who have met together and 
demanded that the elections should not be held ? 
I have heard of no such meetings anywhere in 
the State. I shall therefore vote for the propo- 
sition to bring this matter before the people at 
the earliest convenience. 

Mr. pREWETT. Mr. Presidenti I am opposed 
to this whole matter. I prefer the substitute 
offered by the g*»nt1eman from Adair to the 
ori^iiial proposition of the gentleman from St. 
Louis. I prefer it to the other — 1 oppose bo'h* 
I prefer the substitute for two reasons. FiTbt, 
because it only orders the committee to inquire 
into the propriety of introducing an ordinance, 
instead of ordering it to do so^ and second, 
because if any of the officers of the Piovisional 
Government are to be deposed, I would prefer 
to make a clean sweep and order an election of 
all, which the substitute does in a greater 
measure than the original proposition. But I 
am opposed to both. The gentleman from bt. 
Louis (Mr. Breckinridge) says became here 
determined not to make any change in the 
Government. Because the Governor has re- 
signed is no reason why he should change his 
mind and expel from office, and thereby censure 
all the other executive officers ; for no matter 
how much the gentleman may disclaim it, the 
world will say and believe that they were 
deposed as unfaithful servants, and that tne 
Governor would have shared the same fate if 
be ha4.not resigned to escdpe censure. 

The ordinance under which they hold pro- 
vides that .they shall hold until August, 1864, 
and until their successors are duly elected and 
qualified. This provision is now part of the 
Constitution of this State, valid and binding as 
any other clause in ic. The Legislature cannot 
Repeal, alter or annul it, or expel from office 
the incumbents. We can do so only by virtue 
of the extraordinary power placed in our bauds 
fo alt^r or amend the Constitution, as the 
representaUves of the people of the State in 
Convention assembled. Now, if there was 
treason in these high officers, or if they had 
been guilty of any great dereliction of duty, 
tbe case would be different, and we might be 
justified in expelling them as this Convention 
did Jackson and his treasonable crev , But no 
charges are made against these officers, and 
gentlemen admit that they have discharged 



their duties with fidelity. I am, therefore, 
opposed to the exercise of this extraordinary 
power, believing there is no cull for it. 

It is said that the Lieiiterant Governor will 
be required, under the law, to order an election 
for Governor. This may be so. I care not 
whether it is so or not — all I want is that the 
law shall take its course, that the Cousritutioo 
shall not be tampered with unnecessarily, and 
that imputations shall not be cast by this body 
upon deserving officers. 

I do not desire to reflect in any way upon 
the officers of the Provisional Government 
They may have committed errors. No mun— 
no matter how gifted, how pure in heart, bow 
elevated in intellect, or how patriotic he may 
be— can avoid committing errors. But this I 
do say. These officers accepted their positions 
in the midst of perils, such as would make the 
boldest quail. When a d/irk cloud of treason 
was hovering over us, and the storms of war 
were closing around us, they risked all Ibey 
had on the issue — they took the helm, and have 
guided us thus f ir safely through tbo&e dat gers ; 
and for all we have left us of ptosperity, law 
and order in this State, we are indebted in a 
good measure to them. I should be glad if 
Governor Gamble would withdrajnr his resig- 
nation. But whether he withdraws bis resig- 
nation or not, I believe these officers deserve 
the respect, confidence and gratitude of the 
country ; and I am not willing to make a black 
mark against them. 

Mr. Irwin. Mr. President, it is not my 
purpose to consume the time of the Conven- 
tion by indulicing in any expended remarks 
with reference to the question now under con- 
sideration. I ask, however, that I may be 
allowed to say a few words, before the vote is 
taken, in dischdrge of what I conceive to be 
my duty as a member of this Convention. 
Until recently 1 have been opposed to any in- 
terference, upon the part of this Convention, 
with the present Provisional Government of 
the State, so far at least as a change in its offi- 
cials is concerned. I disapprove of the policy 
of holding a new election, from the fact that, 
in my opinion, there was quite enough to ex- 
cite the public mind, without adding thereto all 
the agitation that would necessarily grow out 
of the election indicated. But circumstances 
have changed. The Chief Executive of the 
State has signified his fixed determination to 
resign his position at the close of the present 
session of the Convention, and his place mast 
be filled by the Convention, or an eleetioa bjr 
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the people be ordered, unless, indeed, the 
Lieut Governor, acting upon a doubtful con- 
struction of the Constitution, shall feel himself 
authorized to continue the exercise of the func- 
tions of the office of Governor until the expi- 
ration of the term. I piesume the Convention 
will not undertake to fill the vacancy. If, then, 
A necessity exists for holding an election to fill 
said vacancy, and the excitement incident there- 
to will not be enhanced by the election of other 
State officers, I shall favor the proposition in- 
troduced by the gentleman from St. Louis (Mr. 
Drake). The people are calling loudly for a 
new election, and the Convention, I hold, 
should listen to that voice. It must be rem<>m- 
bered that the powers exercised by this Con- 
vention have been extraordinary, the ex^^rcise 
of which can only be justified upon the ground 
that there existed in our State an extraordinary 
state of things, with which all present are fully 
conversant Who can suppose for a moment 
that this Convention would, in ordinary times, 
have undertaken to depose one Governor and 
to elect another to fill the vacancy thus created ? 
Tet this power was exercised by this Conven- 
tion, and rightfully, too, upon the principle 
above a Haded to. But at the time our present 
Provisional Government was inaugurated, and 
since that time, the idea has been prominently 
held forth to the people of the State, that, as 
soon as it should be practicable, they should 
again have a voice in making their own rulers. 
The journals of this Convention will bear me 
oat in this statement. The people say that 
time has arrived, and, under existing circum- 
stances, I, for one, am willing to give them 
the opportunity of choosing their own Gov- 
ernor and other State officers. I (>ha11 vote for 
the original proposition, in preference to the 
substitute, simply because it will attain the 
object in view with more certainty and with 
less delay. 

Mr. CoMiNGO. If any gentleman could have 
heard this discussion without knowing what 
the resolution was that was under considera- 
tion, he might be in doubt whether we were 
discussing emancipation, or the propriety of 
electing a Governor and other State officers, so 
wide has been the range this discussion has 
taken. I presume the original question we are 
to consider is, whether the Convention shall 
elect a Governor, or whether that election shall 
^ submitted to the people. If we adjourn 
before the 2d of July, it will be the duty of the 
Lieot Crbvernor to order an election some time 
between this and the month of November. 



There has been, T conceive, Mr. Prertdent, 
great misapprehension existing in the minds of 
the people in regard to the will of this Con- 
vention. We have, I think, labored faithfully 
to serve the people ; as to the amount of good 
we have done, that is for the people themselves 
to determine. But we have been denounced 
as usurpers, and the cry has come up, ** Down 
with the Convention !" ** Down with Gamble P* 
and, " Down with everybody else ! >* Now, 
men who talk thus must think we are a bad set 
of men. BuS sir, I do not feel disposed to act 
upon their suggestion at this time. I think I 
have from the f.rst acted conscientiously ; and 
if I have committed errors, they have, I trust, 
been those of the head rather than of the heart. 
I shall certainly vote against the proposition 
now before the House, though I prefer the sub- 
stitute to the original ; for, sir, I feel It will be 
as impos>ible now for the people of Missouri 
to eUct a Governor, or any other officer, by a 
free and unfettered vote, as it was in October 
of 1861. It is true we have more armed men 
in the State, and are better prepared to resist 
invasion than we were then ; but so far as a 
full and fair expression of the people of the 
State is concerned, I believe it is no better now 
than then. I understand that in the county of 
Jackson — and I take that as affording a fair 
criterion of that section of country — It is im- 
possible to leave the towns of Canton or Inde- 
pendence, though ihey are held by Federal 
soldiers, on account of the guerrillas that in* 
fest that connty. And I understand that this 
is the condition of things to a much greater 
extent in other parts of the State than gentle- 
men here imagine. I contend, therefore, that 
an election held in the month of August, Sep- 
tember, or October, or at any time before the 
frost drives these guerrillas to their homes, that 
could be regarded as a full, fair and free ex- 
pression of the people*s will, would be utterly 
impossible. In this county an election eould 
be held. On thU side of the river a free ex- 
pression of the views of the people can be 
had J but west of Jefl'erson City, in not one 
county in ten can this be said to be the case. 

But, I ask, is there any necessity for holding 
this election ? It is only one short year before 
we will have a Governor elected for this State 
in the orderly manner prescribed by the law. 
Blections have been held too frequently in this 
^tate ; they certainly should not be held more 
frequently than is prescribed by the law and 
the Convention, if it is possible to avoid it I 
cannot see why this Convention cannot fill the 
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office of Governor now as well as in 1861. I 
trast the members of this Convention have not 
become demoralized. Have we not the band 
of he roes, who stood side by side in the hour 
of Missouri's peril, still among us? I pre- 
sume we are as well qualified to act for the 
honor and good of the State now as then. If 
we are not, I am much mistaken. If, as I said, 
the people could go to the polls and give a fair 
expression of their views, I would be the last 
man to raise my voice against their doing so. 
In some localitien, where the peo|>le have ex- 
pressed their wit>h to vote, I know they could 
do so I but in other localitiea, where they are 
just as much interested in having peace re- 
stored, a fair expression of tl^ir views would 
be utterly impossible. Thousands of loyal 
men, who long for peace and tranquillity, 
would be in danger of losing their lives if they 
dared to vote contrary to the dictates of the 
ruling clique of the neighborhood. I desire 
peace for Missouri ; but I believe that the State 
is in danger of again being convulsed with the 
strife and disorders through which we have 
already passed ; and believing this, I cannot 
consent to vote for a measure that would, in 
my judgment, aid in briuging about so lament- 
able a result 

Mr. ScHoriXLD. Mr. President: Having 
been but recently elected to a seat in this 
Convention, I have remained a silent but an 
attentive observer of passing events during the 
present session, up to this time. On the reso- 
lution now pending before this body, I am 
bound by instructions from my constituents, as 
well as by considei ations of principle and 
self-respect, to offer reasons to the Convention 
that will control my vote, when the proper 
time comes for me to act on the important 
resolution now under consideration. Sir, ob- 
jections have been raised, by gentlemen opposed 
to the election of Governor and other State 
officers by the people, various in their nature 
and character, some of which I propose to 
briefly notice. 

It has been asserted by gentlemen on this 
floor, that any act of this Convention favoring 
an election of St^ite officers by the people before 
the terms of office expire for which the ap- 
pointees of this body had been called to fill, 
would be an assumption and use of arbitrary 
and extraordinary powers, and besides dan- 
gerous and revolutionary. My reply to this 
kind of argument against the resolution offered 
by the gentleman from St. Louis (Mr. Drake) 
is, that the power this Convention uses in the 



appointment of State officers is the extraordi- 
nary, dangerous and revolutionary power now 
existing, and now exerting itself in our Stale. 

The Convention itself is extraordinary, being 
called to meet and provide for extraordinary 
emergencies; hence, all the power it has u«ed, 
and all it may use hereafter, is extraordinary 
in an eminent degree, while its action in com- 
mitting the direction of the ship of State to the 
people again would be but the use of ordinary 
power. And so it is fair to conclude that all 
the acts of this Convention are extraoidinary ; 
but when its power is remanded back to the 
people, their action in the election of their 
rulers is but the exercise of ordinary power, it 
being conferred on them by legal and constitu- 
tional authority. But another objection to the 
passage of this resolution is based on the 
assumption that the unsettled state of affairs in 
the country is such as to preclude the idea of 
holding an election, and of obtaining a fair 
expression of the people at the ballot-box for a 
Governor and other officers. 

I reply to this argument by asking how it is 
that a fair expression of the people can be had 
in the election of State Senators and Repre- 
sentatives and Jud|i:es, while no fairness of 
expreosion can be had from them, according to 
the reasoning of certain genllemen here, on the 
question of the election of Governor? 

The mind so discriminating as to be able to 
perceive a difference here, must have a mag- 
nifier to aid genius, of no ordinary powers. 

Sir, I conceive that the excited fears of 
gentlemen are induced more from appieben- 
sions of a fair expression of the people, if an 
election for Governor is submitted to them, 
than from any honest convictions that unfair- 
ness would be the result. 

It was decided last year by this Convention 
that the people were competent then to meet 
and choose, by their own vote, their repre- 
sentatives in the State Legislature, To ordi- 
nary minds it would seem to follow, as an 
unavoidable consequence, that the people are 
now as well qualified to elect a Governor as 
they were a year a?o to elect legislators. 

Such efforts as are being made here, are made 
only to cover up the real cause that Induces 
gentlemen to oppose the election of Governor 
by the people. 

But it is asserted that the electors of the State 
are in danger of belrg menaced by the soldiers 
at the polls, and thereby a fair expression of 
the people will be defeated. Are such decia- ' 
rations true ? Are Union soldiers, all of whom 
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in this State are under the direction of Governor 
Gamble as Commander-in-Chief, dispersed over 
the State and allowed to intimidate loyal men 
<^ election days? 

' Such reproaches against the Governor for 
laxity of discipline of the soldiers under bim, 
and a miadirection of the military power, I can 
only sanction wben those who make the charge 
verify It by substantial testimony. I might 
here ask- why soldiers are quartered in almost 
every locality in this State? Why were they 
called to arms at all? There must have been 
a reason, or. at least a supposed one, in the 
mind of the Governor that justified him in 
calling them to arms; and that reason must 
still remain, or he would not continue such a 
vast body of men in active service at the ex- 
pense of the State in its present embarrassed 
condition. 

And have those causes that justified the 
calling out of the militia at the first been 
leraoved? Let the representations of the 
■lembers of this body, as they have made them 
in the debates to-day, answer the important 
question. 

Gentlemen opposed to the resolution have 
drawn arguments to justify them in opposing 
the ordering an election of Governor by the 
people, on the score that, now, as they affirm, 
there is more jayhawking and bushwhacking 
in thn Sute thsn there was one or two years 
ago. 

If these statements are rtUable, (and I do 
not que«tioD the reports,} the facts speak vol- 
umes, and may have some influence to produce 
in the public mind what some gentlemen on 
this floor are pleased to characterize a clsmor 
from radicals, that demands of this Convention 
the privilege of b^ing allowed to elect by their 
own votes the officers of State* 

The assumption that the class of citizens in 
our State, who are asking of this Convention 
the privilege of being allowed to elect their 
own Governor, are nothing but radicals, and 
to allow their demands would be to put in 
jeopardy all the great and substantia] interests 
of the State, is simply fallacious. 

The fact is, no better men, none more true 
to the Governmenf, or to State and individual 
interests, can be found anywhere than sre 
found in that very class of men so much opposed 
to this Convention, and to the arbitrary power 
it proposes to exercise when it acts for the 
people longer in the appointment of their 
officers. The opponents of the resolution peek 
to degrade the character of the. paity calling 



for an election by the people, in order the more 
certainly to defeat the measure. 

In regard to the question whether or not the 
parties asking for an election are entitled, by 
virtue of their loyalty, to be heard, I am satis- 
fied to refer that decision to the soldiers in the 
field, and to that clas^ of men now at home 
who would be the first to respond to the call 
of the Governor if a rebel army were to invade 
the State. Are there more soldiers of the self- 
styled conservative order now In the Union 
.army than there are of that class of men called 
radicals? The resolutions of soldiers in the 
field, that have been published to the world, 
answer the question. Is it right, is it just, to 
taunt the soldier, who is defending his country, 
with vulgar epithets, and praise and lionize 
conservatives, who never did and nevpr will 
take up arms to fight rebels? I am gratified 
that Ibis occasion offers a favorable opportu- 
nity to defend the Union soldiers against the 
attacks of those who seek to malign them. 

Let those who please denounce me as radi- 
cal. Black Republican, or whatever else they 
may desire to call me, and otherwise do their 
worst, yet none of these things will divert me 
from my duty in performing all my obliga- 
tions to my country and to its honest and earn- 
est defenders. The game of intimidating men 
in this country, or seeking so to do, for the 
purpose of forcing them into measures against 
their choice, has lost much of its power within 
the last century, and such kind of stock will 
scarcely reach par again in this State. 

So far as I am individually concerned, I 
have never voted with the Republican party as 
such, but am now ready to vote with and for 
all such as are opposed to the rebellion, and 
in favor of the Union, whatever may have 
been their political complexion heretofore. 
At the last Presidential election I voted for 
Stephen A. Douglas ; but when I found that 
Mr. Lincoln was elected as the Chief Magls* 
trate of the nation, I quietly submitted to tHe 
decision of a majority of the people, as on all 
former occasions. 

Mr.. President, the fact cannot be disguised, 
that the masses of the Union men in this State 
do ask that this Convention grant them the 
privilege of electing their State officers. And 
will a request so reasonable be denied? 

What 1 ask is more natural than for a peo- 
ple accustomed to all the enjoyments of civil 
and relifriims liberty, to ask, after having been 
debarred from electing their own rulers for 
two or more years, to be enfranchised again 
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with that right? If such aspirations were not 
to manifest themselves after freemen had been 
bound for years, the absence of such demon- 
strations would create a greater marvel in my 
mind than the living, active element. Liberty 
is a part of the \ ery nature of f reeroen, and the 
privitftge of enjoying it is as indispensable to 
the h'lppiness of an American citizen as the air 
we breathe is necessary to perpetual vitality. 

Sir, I understand by the mesitage of the Gov- 
ernor of this Convention that be resigns, and 
that his resignation t:ilces effect at the adjourn- 
ment of this body, which I trust will be at an 
early period. 

Without any action of this Convention, the 
Lieu'enant Governor, as I understand the ques- 
tion, becomes the Governor of the State until 
the vacancy is filled, ugreeabty with piovisioiis 
of Uw. I bold General Hall, the Lieutenant 
Governor, a gentleman of ability, cap^icity and 
fidelity, capable in all respects to discharge 
the high functions of Governor as satisfdctory 
to the people of the State a? those obligations 
have been perfoimed by Governor Gamble ; 
and yet with all such feelings of respect and 
appreciation of ability, I shall support the 
resolution calling for an election by the peo- 
ple, for the rea(8on, first, that my constituents 
have instructed me so to vote; and besides, I 
cannot entertain the opinion for a moment, that 
tile power to elect Governors was ever delega- 
ted by the people to this Convention. 

I was not elected and sent here by the peo- 
ple of the Twelfth Senatorial District to elect 
for them officers of State ; but, on the contrary, 
they instructed me to use my best effort to pre- 
vent an election by this body, and I intend to 
obey the order to the letter, and ketp the faith 
entire. 

Gentlemen have reaso;ied against the order- 
ing of an election by the people, from prem- 
ises that can only be valid, after those who 
have drawn arguments from them to defeat the 
resolution have shown that the passage of the 
resolution prohibits the election, by the peo- 
ple, of Mr. Gamble and Mr. Hall both. Can 
not either or both of those gentlemen^ if they 
please, enter the race for Governor ? Why, 
then, do f^entlemen rea>on that the passage of 
the resolution precludes the idea of the possi 
bility of either of tho.<e gentlemen being Gov- 
ernor, after the ordering of an election by the 
people shall have been affirmed by this body ? 
Such indications cast their shadows before, 
ftn4 point unmistakably to the mainspring of 
ftetion. 



Gentlemen who choose, may treat with scorn 
and contempt the voice of the people, when it 
asks to have restored b^ck to th^m by this 
Convention the powers it derived from th«»m | 
but for one, I shall heed that voice, and, so 
far as my action goes, bow to the mandate. 

We are told, sir, that the public meetings 
frOm which orig:in4te8 the resolution before 
the Convention are all inferior and unimport- 
ant as regards numbers and the representation 
of property, and therefore may be passed b^ 
without consideration by us. 

While it may or may not be true that the 
public meetings in que-ition w^re inferior, oo« 
fact is established — that more of (he people are 
in favor of an elerHon than ^^gahist it, for, up 
to the present time, not the first petition, not 
the first resolution, coining from a public meet- 
ing, has been presented here opposing an elec- 
tion by the people. The truth is, the opposi- 
tion to the measure is confined mainly to the 
circle of this Convention, so far as the loyal 
people of the State are concerned. If the 
class of people who passed the resolutions that 
are flowing in from all quarters do not repre- 
sent the majority of the true loyalists in this 
State, let those who m;ike that claim give some 
proof more authoritative and tangible than the 
bare ipte dixit of individuals, many of whom 
are badly falsified, or they nay be classified 
with the office banters and nnscrupnlous dema- 
gogues. 

In conclusion, si^, I would remark that, in 
my belief, the public good and safety, as well 
as the quiet of the State, may each and all be 
served by conceding to the people the right and 
privikire of electing for themselves a Gover- 
nor. And being impressed as I am on that 
subject, I shall vote in favor of the resolution 
of the honorable gentleman from St. Louis. 

Mr. Foster. Mr. President, I will ask, for 
information of the House, that the original 
resolution of the gentleman from St. Louis, and 
the substitute, be read. It Is tnie that I drew 
the substitute up in haste, and, it is possible, on 
a loose rail. 

I desire to say that I am not disposed to en- 
ter into the wide scope through which this pro- 
position has been argued. I am willing to keep 
to the proposition. Now, sir, undoubtedly the 
first thing to be inquired into is the condition 
of the country. I cannot possibly see how the 
emancipation of slaves cuts into the question 
now before this body. Admitting, sir, for a 
moment, that slaves are to be emancipated im- 
mediately in Missouri, is that to prevent the 
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people of MiMoari from having an election 1 
Admitting that they are never to be emancipa- 
ted at all, will that prevent the people of Mis^ 
•euri having an election 1 When the question 
it simply whether or not to hold an election for 
certain officers, I should like co know what has 
the emancipation of slaves to do with it? 

I desire to remark, Mr. President that no 
threat that may be made, with a view to deter 
me from the dischar^^e of my duty, will have 
any eflect upon me, no matter from whatever 
iooroe it may come. I remember when, in a 
day gone by, I was among the Ifirst uncondi- 
tional Union men that North Missouri knew 
anytliing about, it was thrust upon me and my 
friends that I was an abolitionist; I was de- 
Skonnced as a thieving abolitionist because it 
was said I would not vote for an ordinance of 
secession. I believed it to be my duty, as an 
American citizen, to ask the people of the Sev- 
enth Senatorial District to elevate me to the 
position of delegate to the Convention ; and I 
declared my views in the roost unmistakable 
terms. For doing so, I was denominated by 
some a thieving abolitionist; but I heeded not 
their slanderous attacks. So, to-day, when I 
am taunted with voting with the radicals, I am 
equally indifferent; I care not for such charges. 
I have a duty to discharge, sir, towards the 
people of the Seventh Senatorial District, — I 
mean the loyal people, and not anybody else. 
I was not sent here by a disloyal vote ; I have 
never represented a disloyal person in this 
body, and I never intend to, so help me God I 

It is argued that we should not enter into an 
election this fall. The condition of the country 
will not admit of it, says one iientleman, (Mr. 
Hall of R. ) He does not think that an election 
can be held with safety. 

Allow me to undertake to account, in a rea- 
sonable way, for the small vote in the last elec- 
tion — for the great ditference between it and the 
general election in 1860. In November, 1860, 
we had a general election, something like an 
election ; everybody could go up and vote his 
sentiments. Soon aAer that election took place, 
rebellion was inaugurated in our State ; and 
what was the result, sir ? In the election of 
November, 1860, one hundred and seventy 
thousand votes were cast in the State of Mis- 
souri ; but how was it last November? What 
had become of the people 1 From the unfortu- 
nate condition of the country, a great many had 
lef^ the State, some to parts unknown, others 
had migrated South — moved their goods and 
chattels, and were no longer citizens of this 



State, Hundreds, thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of these very same men have gone into 
the rebel army. Hundreds and thousands of 
the voters of 1860, who went into the Federal 
army, now rest beneath the clods of the valley. 
Many, however, are still spared, and are march- 
ing on in defence of their flag and their coun- 
try. There is a class of individuals in Mis- 
souri who will not vote because of the oath 
prescribed ; they declare they will not take that 
detestable and damnable oath prescribed by the 
Convention. All these causes combined to de- 
crease our votes at the last November election. 
Can any gentleman account for it in any other 
way ? I defy successful contradiction. I re- 
peat, sir, that of the one hundred and seventy 
thousand votes cast at the fall election of 1860, 
thousands have gone to the Confederate States, 
and are in actual rebellion — in arms against the 
Government of the Union— hence they are not 
here. Many thousands, too, sir, of another el- 
ement, are in arms in defence of their Govern- 
ment ; many have passed from the stage of ac- 
tion ; and many of the present citizens of Mis- 
souri will not take the required oath. Thus we 
can readily account for tlie manner in which 
our popular vote has decreased. 

My friend from Lewis (Mr. Sayre) says there 
can be no election held in his portion of the 
State. I am very sorry to hear it; but I know 
that it has not long been in the deranged state 
we are told it is now in. I do not see why the 
people could not eo up to tlie polls there and 
vote. I think that wherever the civil laws of 
Government can be carried out by holding 
courts — wherever the ordinary business of the 
courts can be conducted, every man can go up 
to the polls and vote for the man of his choice. 
You may talk to me as much as you please 
about Government bayonets. Doubtless, it it 
the case in some localities that some men, con- 
scious of wrong-doing, have been deterred from 
going to the polls or voting, because if they did, 
though they might vote for what, from the bot- 
tom of their hearts, they endorsed, they might 
be arrested by individuals who were the sup- 
porters of Government bayonets. I say this 
may have been the case in some localities, 
(and for aught I know Government bayonets 
may have been used for wrong purposes,) but 
I do not know, of my own knowledge, that 
Government bayonets have, in any place, been 
brought to bear to keep any one from voting. 
It may have been the case, Mr. President, that 
certain orders, issued by some military officers, 
have tended to deter a certain dass from going 
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to the polls ; bat does that afgue that we shall 
not have an election by the people ? 

Now, sir, in regard to the past actions of this 
Convention, I have only this to say. During 
the first three sessions of tliis body, I was re- 
garded as a tolerably fair Union man, at least. 
Whether I am called a very good or a very bad 
one to-day I am not very particular, because I 
am one of those good humored men who do 
not care what their enemies may say against 
them. But, sir, when I have met in session 
with this body, my actions have been such as 
to reflect the will of the people who sent me 
here, and I believe in my soul that they endorse 
the course I have taken ; and, sir, believing as 
I do that, whether I succeed or not in the 
position I have taken, I have endeavored to 
reflect the will of the loyal people of the Seventh 
Senatorial District, and I sha^l leave them to 
be the judges of my endeavor to take the 
responsibility of acting for them in a capacity 
in which it is not convenient for them to act 
themselves. 

As on former occasions, I believe to-day, sir, 
that the loyal people of the Seventh Senatorial 
District demand that they shall have an elec- 
tion for the State officers appointed by this 
Convention. In my district, sir, so far as I 
know, there has been but one public meeting 
held, and it is a matter of indifference to roe 
whether one was held or not, for we represent 
a generous people ; and if when we come here 
we endeavor to reflect their will, they will 
justify us ; but if not, they will condemn us. 
Therefore 1 but speak the views of my people, 
in common with those of other gentlemen repre- 
senting an equdlly generous people, when I ask 
that they have an election for Governor, Lieu- 
tenant Governor, Secretary of State, Registrar 
of Land?, and Attorney General ; and I shall en- 
deavor to vindicate and carry out their desires. 

Now, sir, the reason that I prefer the propo- 
sition offered as a substitute is not because I 
introduci'd Lt, but because it strikes at a prin- 
ciple, which is this, and which was so ably 
presented by the gentleman from Howard (Mr. 
Prewitt, I believej — that it is right, if we uo* 
dertake to elect a Governor, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Secretary of State, that with equal 
force of aigiiment it is right that we should 
also elect a Registrar of Lands and an Attor- 
ney General J and why? In the fifst place, 
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Secre- 
tary of State, are the appointec^s of this Con- 
vention, and the Governor appoints the two 
other officers. 



The inquiry may arise, why do you not pro- 
pose to go through and elect a Treasurer and 
an Auditor of Public Accounts ? The present 
incumbent, Mr. Moseley, was elected by the 
people ; be has taken every oath, as required 
by this Convention, and I can see no reason at 
all for his removal. Then why do we not pro- 
pose to elect a Treasurer f The late Treasurer 
took the requir.ed oath ; but, sir, in the coarss 
of human events, he concluded to resign; be 
tendered his resignation, and the office became 
vacant in consequence. I am not disposed, 
therefore, to interfere with that, becaose tbe 
office did not become vacant by reason of any 
act of this body. I only propose, sir, if wt 
enter into an election at all, that we shall pur- 
sue the even tenor of^ur way, and supply tbt 
places, if you please, of all those officers thit 
hold position by act of this Convention. My 
people say this, Mr. President : « We expect 
you to adjourn sine die; but we did not desire 
you to adjourn until you had a legislative body." 
The people have now a legislative body, and 
we are expected to adjourn } but with that ad- 
journment we are expected to inaugurate sach 
a system as will permit the people to re-estab- 
lish government upon the old foundation, and 
launch the ship of State afresh. That is what 
my people insist upon ; and I believe, sir, that 
niueteen-twentieths of the people that are true 
and loyal demand an election. 

In regard to the election of Governor, or in 
the election of a constable, or any other ofi- 
cer, I do not want a man who has been in arai 
against my Government to come up and be 
equal wiih my vote at the poll«. In the exer- 
cise of the elective franchise, sir, I never want 
to be reduced to an equality with the man wbo 
has been guilty of the high crime of treason; 
I am just as much opposed to that as I am to 
being degraded to an equality With the negro. 
I do not want the vote of such a man put into 
the ballot-box with mine. 

But I must insist upon the restoration of their 
privileges to the people at the earliest practica- 
ble moment, and that is, I think, on the Toes- 
day after the first Monday In November. I 
would just as soon have one time as another ; 
I would say the first Monday in August if I 
believed the ballot-box would be free to every 
loyal man — and I do not think it should be 
free to any one else j but, judging the future 
by the past, and a? bushwhacking is inauga- 
rated again, I prefer November, because by 
that time the forei>t will have abed its foliage, 
bushwhackers will disappear, and loyal man 
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can go np to Jtfae polls and vote for the man of 
their choice. 

Mr. Drake. There are two or three points 
apon which I wish to make a few remarks, but 
if geattemen will give way I will move an ad- 
journment. 

Mr. Hall of R. The Committee on Eman- 



cipation has been unable up to thia time to re- 
port ^ in consequence of the absence of Gov. 
Gamble ; I think it likely, however, that the 
committee will be prepared to-morrow to bring 
the matter before the Convention. 1 would 
suggest, therefore, that we now adjourn till 
Tuesday, at 10 o'clock a. m . Carried. 



EIGHTH DAY. 



jEPPXaSON CiTT, 

Tuesday, June 23, 1863. 

Convention met at 10 o'clock. President in 
the chair. Prayer by the Chnphin. Journal 
of yesterday read and approved. 

THS SMANOIPATION BKPOBTS. 

Gov. Gamble introduced the following 
Majorily Report, 

As Chairman of the Committee on Eman- 
cipation, I am instraoted by a majority of 
the committee to report the ordinance 
DOW presented. A minority of the commit- 
tee do not concur in the report^ and who 
feel themselves at liberty to support amend- 
ments to the ordinance reported, although 
they do not concur in a minority report. 
One member of the committee will make a 
minority report. H. R. Gamble, 

June 23y 1863. Chairman. 

AS OSDINAJf CB TO PBOYIDl FOR CBRTAIN AMEND- 
MSNTS TO THB CONSTITUTION AND VOBXMAN- 
CIPATION OY 8LAY£S. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Missouri in Convention assembled : 
Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary 
servitude^ except for the punishment of 
crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seTenty-six ; and all slaves within the 
State on that day are hereby declared to be 
free. 



Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter brought 
into this State, and not now belonging to 
citizens of this State, shall thereupon be 
free. 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed by consent of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or ordi- 
nance of secession, and hereafter brought 
into this State by their owners, shall there- 
upon be free. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

Mr. Bush then presented the following 

Minority Report. 

Mr. pRssiDBNT : The undersigned feels 
it to be due to this honorable body, to him- 
self, and, above all, to the true emancipa- 
tionists whom he desires to represent, that 
he should explain the reasons which have 
made it impossible for him to agree with 
the Majority Report of the Committee. 

He has earnestly desired to unite with 
aU emancipationists, to yield his prefer- 
ences, to sacrifice his favorite plans and 
ideas, and to submit, to a great extent, to 
the views of other members of the commit- 
tee, in what they would regard as a better 
policy ; but it is most difficult to compro- 
mise principles. And it is on principles^ 
also, that the majority of the committee 
unfortunately differ with him. 

The undersigned will state only the prin- 
cipal points of difference : 

1. The position of our national affairs^ 
the preservation of the Union^ the pros- 
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peritj of this State, its future peace and 
Beonritjy aud the interest of the slave- 
owner, as well as humanity to the slaves, 
imperatively demand speedy emancipation, 
followed by apprenticeship for a limited 
period. It is this system which alone 
could temporarily secure to the present 
slave-owner that labor, to secure which 
all laws against fugitives from labor are 
now inefficient, and which, at the same 
time, would gradually prepare the slave 
for full freedom. But as this' point may 
be regarded by some as one of policy, and 
not of principle, this point might be yielded, 
provided the time adopted for the continu- 
ance of slavery were short, and the condi- 
tions attached thereto not in conflict with 
the principles of humanity. 

2. The committee, however, have agreed 
not only on a time which the undersigned 
considers far too remote, but they have also 
refused to attach to this long extension of 
the present system, the humane principle 
of prohibiting the sale of slaves and their 
children out of this State; thus continuing 
to consider slaves as herds of animals, 
rather than as human beings. 

To this the undersigned, for one, could 
not subscribe. 

3. The ordinance reported by the com- 
mittee does not provide for submitting it 
first to the vote of the people. This is an- 
other essential point of diflferenoe. Un- 
limited as the powers of this Convention 
are, an Ordinance of Emancipation passed 
by this Convention would have no vitality, 
or, at least, no sufficient guaranty for the 
future, without a ratification by the people ; 
especially, in view of the fact, that the ma- 
jority of this Convention did, on the 14th 
day of June, 1862, adopt the resolution de- 
claring that they have not felt authorized 
to take action with respect to the grave and 
delicate questions of private right and 
public policy, presented by the joint reso- 
lution of Congress, respecting the gradual 
abolishment of slavery. 

Having thus briefly stated the reasons 
from which he has been unable to agree to 
the report presented by the committee, the 
undersigned desires to present, for the con- 
•ideration of the Convention, an ordinance 



which, while it entrusts to future legisla- 
tion the passing of such laws as the change 
of system will require, is to go into effect 
immediately after the people have given it 
full force by their vote, and which he be- 
lieves would receive the sanction of a great 
majority of the loyal people of Missouri^ 
would cement the Union, and would result 
in great and material advantages to our 
State. 

IsiDOR Bush. 
June 23, 1863. 

AN OaniNANOB TO PROYIDl FOR OBRTAIN AMBRD. 
MBNT8 TO THB C0N8TIT0TI0N AMD VOB THl 
BMANCIPATION OF 8LAYB3. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State 

of Miisouri in Convention aseembled, as 

follows ; 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. From and after the first day of 
January, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, 
slavery and involuntary servitude, except 
for crime, or as hereinafter provided^ are 
abolished, and all persons who on that day 
may be held in bondage in this State, as 
slaves for life, are hereby declared for- 
ever free : Provided^ however^ that they and 
their issue thereafter born shall thereupon be 
and become indentured apprentices to their 
former owners, their assigns or representa- 
tives, and as such held to service and labor 
from that date until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy, and no* 
longer. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature to pass laws, regulating the relations 
between said appreptices and their masters 
and mistresses respectively ; to secure the 
services of said apprentices to their respec- 
tive masters, and humane treatment to the 
apprentices ; to provide, as far as necessa- 
ry, for the education, apprenticing and 
support of those who shall become free 
under the operations of this ordinance, and 
against the importation of any negro or 
mulatto. 

Sec. 4. No future assessment of alaya 
property shall be made in this State» and 
taxes now assessed against said proper^ 
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^li not be collected, nor shall ihe right 
to the services of apprentices under this 
ordinance be subject to taxation. 

Sec. 5. That at the election to be held on 
the first Monday of Augast, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-three, the sevenU clerks of 
the county courts, or, in case said clerks 
shall fail to do so, then the clerks of the 
electioo, shall, in preparing the poll-books 
for the election, enter thereon two colamns, 
one headed ^'For emancipation^' and the 
other '^ Against emancipation ; ^^ said elec- 
tion to be held by ballot and to conform 
in all respects with the laws now in force 
regulating elections. And if a majority of 
the legal votes or ballots given be *^For 
emancipation,'^ then this ordinance shall 
take effect and be in full force ; and if a 
majority of the legal votes or ballots given 
be ^^ Against emancipation," then this or- 
dinance shall be null, void and of no effect. 
And when the result of said election shall 
be ascertained, the Governor of the State 
shall^ by proclamation, announce the same. 

Got. Gamble moved that the majority and 
minority reports be laid upon the table, and 
made the special order for 9 o'clock Wednes- 
day morning. Carried. 

The Prbsidemt. The special order will 
now be taken up — Mr. Drake's resolution, and 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Adair. 
The resolution and substitute were then read. 
Mr. Smith of Linn. I desire to offer an 
amendment to the substitute, as follows : strike 
out Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, 
Attorney General, and Registrar of Lands. 

I desire briefly to offer a few remarks re- 
specting the amendment, and to notice briefly 
some of the arguments introduced by gentle- 
men yesterday. 

When I came to this Convention, it was with 
a determination to oppose all propositions hav- 
ing in view any change in this Provisional 
GovemnienL I have seen no reasons why this 
Convention should undertake at this time to 
depose any member of the Provisional Govern- 
ment elected by this body twelve months ago; 
but the resignation of the Governor has made 
it Beceaaary that some action should be taken. 
I prefer, however, that this Convention should 
flot legislate, even after the resignation of Gov. 
Qsmble. I prefer that things should be per- 
14 



mitted to remain under the law, as they would 
have remained and proceeded if this Conven- 
tion had not convened ; but I discover, by the 
action of some of the members of this Conven- 
tion, especially of the gentleman from Clinton, 
who oflfered a proposition the other day that 
we should proceed to elect a Governor to HXL 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of Gov. 
Gamble ; and on yesterday a proposition was 
introduced by the gentleman from Adair, not 
only to fill that vacancy, but proposing to make 
other vacancies, and to fill those vacancies by 
the people. 

Of the two propositions, I prefer the latter. 
If the vacancy occasioned b^' the resignation 
of t^e Governor is to be filled at all, I prefer 
that it shall be filled by an election of the peo- 
ple. I shall oppose any attempt on the part of 
this body to fill any vacancy now existing, or 
which maj hereafter exist, that can be filled 
by the people. 

I regret, Mr. President, very much to wit- 
ness the coarse and range of the debate of yes- 
terday in regard to the proposition before this 
House. The question of emancipation and 
other questions were, in my opinion, unneces- 
sarily dragged into the discussion ; and I re- 
gretted very much the spirit in which the 
debate was conducted. For my part, I can 
discover no cause for agitation in regard to 
this question. I see no reason why excite- 
ment should prevail, and harsh words be used 
in discussion. I regretted to notice tiie ab- 
sence of that courtesy and kindness heretofore 
extended by members towards each other, and 
which have characterized the proceedings of 
this Convention heretofore, and during this 
session until yesterday. It occurs to me that 
if there ever was a time when the members of 
this Convention should act dispassionately and 
kindly towards each other, now is the time. 
When storm and faction rage without ; when 
we have heard so much said in reference to 
the determination of the peoi^e, and the pas- 
sions and prejudice existing amongst them, it 
appears to me that this is not the time, nor is this 
the place, to Ibster and enoonrage such a spirit 
It is in the spirit of kindness and concession that 
we should act; endeavoring, if possible, to 
come to some conclusion in reference to this 
great question for which we have been con- 
vened. Let us act in such a manner as will 
not only satisfy ourselves, but that our oon- 
Btitoents may acquiesce in, and sustain the ac- 
tion of the Convention ; let us use every effort 
to quiet and still Uie anger and passions of tlw 
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people, instead of encouraging them, and then 
not only sliaU we ha^e nothing to fear from 
them, hut much good, in my judgment, might 
be accomplished. 

But, sir, wliat are the principal reasons 
vrged in favor of the original proposition 
and the substitute, in reference to the elec- 
tion proposed? It is urged by the gentle- 
man from St Louis, (Mr. Drake,) that in- 
asmuch as the QoTemor has resigned, and 
inasmuch as the Lieut Governor and Secre- 
tary of State were appointed by this Conven- 
tion, and inasmuch as it is believed that this 
Convention will acfjoum without date, that it 
should leave none of its appointees in office 
when it surrenders to the people again the 
power conferred upon it by them. I confess I 
cannot fully appreciate this argument. I have 
believed from the beginning that this was a 
eoBstitutional Convention ; that this body had 
power to depose Gov. Jackson and the Legis- 
lature, and that it had full power to fill the va- 
Tandes occurring in consequence of die action 
of this body ; that those officers held their po- 
sition as legitimately, and with all the rights 
and privileges appertaining thereto, as any 
other officers under this govc^rnment; and I 
cannot see any good reason, at least none sat- 
isfiustory to mj mind, why we should depose the 
Lieut. Governor and Secretary of State. I have 
heard no charges preferred aga'nst those gentle- 
men, nor of any dereliction of duty on their 
par^ and consequently I cannot consent now 
to undo what was done in tliis body a year ago 
with so much harmony and unanimity, and 
thereby commit an act which some will natu- 
rally suppose superinduced in consequence of 
prejudice against these gentlemen, or on ac- 
count of dereliction of duty. Hence I have 
oifered this amendment I propose to strike 
out the names of all contained in the substi- 
tute except that of Governor. I am willing to 
refer this matter to the people ; and that tliey 
•half, as speedily as is convenient, elect a Gov- 
ernor. I am in favor of that proposition be- 
eanse I believe the election of a Governor 
rightly belongs to the people; and I believe 
they are capable to-day of electing a Governor, 
and that an election can be held to-day that 
will reflect the will of the great mass of the 
loyal voters of the State of Missouri. 

But one of the ol]ject»ons against referring 
this matter to the people is tliat our country is 
yet filled with the soldiery ; that the bayonets 
are here, and that imtil these are removed, a 
lUl and free rote oannot be had; a&d that the 



people should not be permitted to vote on any 
question involving such rights and such inteiv 
ests as the election of Governor, until the bay- 
onets are removed from the State. 1 was much 
surprised to hear such arguments yesterday 
from gentlemen who, twelve months ago, on 
this floor, declared they believed that the 
patriotism of the State of Missouri was in the 
soldiery, in the army, and that the soldier 
should be entrusted with Ihe high privilege of 
voting, not only in his camp in Missouri, 
but wherever he might be on the day of eleo- 
tion. This proposition, Mr. President, I was 
unfortunate enough to oppose at that time ; but 
I find, upon looking over the journal, that a 
gentleman who was in fovor of that same pmp- 
osition, now urges the pos^nement of this 
election because the soldiers are here. To my 
mind, if it is safe to trust the soldier with the 
bayonet to defend our lives and our property, 
I think it is entirely safe to trust him to vote. 
Is it to be supposed, sir, that because a man 
has a gun in his hand — because he is entrusted 
with the high privilege of defending us against 
the enemies of the State, he is not to be per- 
mitted to vote for a Governor ? 

Great complaints, I am aware, were made 
of the actions of the soldiers at the election last 
fall ; but, so far as I have any infocznation or 
knowledge upon tliat subject, and so flu* as 
their action in my district is concerned, there 
was no cause of complaint In my county I 
was at the polls on the day of election, and I 
never, in my life, witneseed a more quiet and 
peaceable election. I have been in the State 
of Missouri eighteen years, and never was 
present at as quiet an election as was held in 
my county on that day. It is not to be ex- 
pected that a general election for officers of 
State can be held anywhere without creating 
some excitement, or producing some manifes- 
tation of feeliDg. I will not deny that some 
soldiers acted badly at particular phicea ; bat^ 
as a general thing, in my judgment, the ele»> 
tion was free, and it was fiur ; and I know no 
reason why we cannot expeet a fUll and fiU» 
election next fall. 

It was urged by others that if an election ia 
ordered this full, while the soldiers are here, 
with bayonets in their hands, and wliile they 
are under the influence of Radicals, it would 
iigure the whole election. All I have to sajF 
in regard to this matter is, that, acoordin^^ to 
my judgment, radicalism is on the increase im 
the state of Missouri ; and if you desire to 
check it, the sooner yoa hold an election the 
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better. In my opinion, there never wHl be 
1m8 RadioaU than now, until the soldier, as 
well as every other person, is free to TOte for 
ttke man of his choice for ruler. 

If Got. Qamble had not resigned, sir, I 
would have resisted every attempt to refer this 
matter to the people, believing that they would 
acquiesce in the action of this Convention, as 
they have hitherto done; for in public meet- 
ings they have passed resolutions approring 
and heartily endorsing the proceedings of the 
ConTention last year. 

At no place in my district hare the people 
demanded an election of Governor, Lieut. Got- 
ernor, Secretary of State, or any other officer ; 
they acquiesced in the appointments of the 
ConTention, and I believe they would be op- 
posed to interfering with the incumbents of 
offices against whom there is no charge ; but, 
if you refer the matter to them, I think they 
will discharge theur duty in regard to it faith- 
taily and honestly. 

I haTe no fear of a Badical, or any other kind 
of man being elected, who will be dangerous to 
the interests of Missouri. If the Radicals are 
in the ascendancy, they ought to have a man 
according to their choice at the head of affiurs, 
and I, for one, am ready to yield to the Rsdi- 
cala if they have a migority ; if they have not, 
Aey will be beaten. By some gentlemen I am 
elaased as a Radical, by others I am placed 
among the rebel sympathizers ; but I claim to 
be a truly loyal man to my GoTemment, and 
I think my action in this Convention and else- 
where shows it. 

It occurs to me that all we shonld attempt 
lo do now is to elect a Governor to fill the Ta- 
eancy caused by the resignation of Gov. Gam* 
Me. If we do that, I feel sore that we shaU 
fiiUy discharge our duty in this matter, and 
we can then proceed to the other business for 
which we were summoned here. Another reason 
why I prefer the election of Governor this fiJl 
is this : I take it for granted that an ordinance 
of emancipation will be adopted by this Con- 
Tention ; and whatever is adopted, I take it for 
granted will be referred to the people, and I 
prefer that an election of Governor shall take 
place at the same time. And, gentlemen, I 
am willing that a Governor should be elected 
who agrees with this ConTention upon the 
tmaacipation question. If we haTe anything 
fike a onanimons Tote upon the question, and 
refer it to the people, I haT« no fears of the 

VMUlt. 

Tiie FsB8ii>BHT. The question is upon tbe 



amendment ofifered by the gentleman from 
Linn. 

Mr. Sat ax. The gentleman from Adair 
(Mr. Foster) took occasion to misrepresent 
me twice during his remarks yesterday — once 
in reference to a point of fact, and another 
time in reference to a point of law. The gen* 
tieman says he practices law in my county. 
He may remember on one occasion he was 
endeavoring to obtain indictments against some 
persons who had taken some prisoners out of 
the hands of the sheriff and were protected in 
so doing. X hope he will be able to remember 
whether he succeeded in indicting them or not. 
During the time he was there a body of 8ol« 
diers gained possession of the town. The 
judge at whose court and in whose district the 
indictment was sought for, and who had held 
court at other places where soldiers had b«»en, 
told them that they must leave the town, or be 
would. He did not believe the soldiers were 
necessary ; but it seems there were some per- 
sons there at that time who entertained a dif* 
ferent feeling, and had some apprehension! 
that the soldiers were needed. So the soldiers 
were kept there, without provisions, without a 
commissariat, without quartermastet's stores, 
and were quartered upon the people without 
authority of law. A short time before a large 
portion of our people, all loyal men, had at- 
tempted to sell some of their slaves, or were 
taking them to Howard county for safety. 
These soldiers had in several cases taken the 
negroes from their owners, and had arrested 
the men who were taking them away, holding 
them in custody, and making poor white women 
do the cooking for the soldiers, and all without 
the authority of law. These things took place 
while the gentleman from Adair was there | 
but he has forgotten all about it These peo- 
ple, tyrannized over as they have been by the 
soldiers, will, in my opinion, have but little 
disposition to go to the polls to vote, when the 
expression of their wishes may be opposed to 
the views of the military. How, I ask, did it 
happen that these soldiers were in onr county, 
unlodged and uncared for, and without orders? 
And here I will remark that there has been a 
policy pursued — though, 1 am happy to say, 
it is changed now — to enroll only those who 
will carry into effect a certain policy $ others 
may enroll themselves, but, on asking for arms, 
they are refused i and arms are only given to 
those who will carry out the ideas of a parti- 
cular party. 

Now aa to tlie point of law. It has arooied 
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considerable feeling, and 0Ytn rise to expres- 
Bions of surprise, that I should say there waa 
property in offices. It is some time since 1 
read anything in reference to the subject ; but 
I cannot rf^call a single authority that treated 
of the principles of property wherein offices 
were not set down as one of them. Do we not 
invariably speak of offices in the same terms 
that we apply to other kinds of property ? Do 
we not speak of the tenure by which offices are 
held — that they are granted for a longer or 
shorter period, and some by special contract? 
Does not all this indicate that offices are prop- 
erty ? The idea that there is property in office 
does not seem preposterous to me. The mim 
who gets 9t thousand dollars a year by his office 
does not think so, anyhow. These are my 
▼iew9, and 1 put (hem before the Convention, 
quite willing for the world to decide be- 
tween us. 

Mr. FosTEB. The gentleman from Lewis 

Mr. Phillips. Mr. President, I insist upon 
the observance of the rule with respect to 
limiting debate. 

Mr. Gantt. I should like to know what 
that rule is. 

. Mr. Bboadhead. The rule limiting debate 
applies to each distinct proposition j and as 
every amendment contains a distinct proposi- 
tion, I can see no reason why the gentleman is 
not in order. 

. Mr. Foster. There is an amendment upon 
which 1 have not spoken at all ; but the truth 
is, sir, I do not intend to speak to the amend- 
ment in aigument; I do not intend anything 
but a rejoinder to the gentleman from Lewis. 

The President. If the gentleman desires, 
he can speak to the amendment. 

Mr. Foster. • I do not intend to enter upon 
a discussion of this amendment ; but as the 
gentleman from Lewis has rather brought in 
question my veracity-— 

Mr. Satre. The gentleman contradicted 
me, and I gave him the facts. 

Mr. Foster. I desire to make a statement, 
and for what I say I am responsible, in regard 
to my duties as a circuit attorney in the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit. The grand jury of Lewis 
county may have had under consideration the 
case of certain individuals for resisting the 
sheriff of that county ; or they may have had 
under consideration the question whether it 
was necessary to have preferred an indictment 
against citizens of Lewis county for robbing 
peaceable and law-abiding ciizens ; if ao,that 
ts & matter on vhich I lutve nothing to lay. 



But I will make a statement, in which the 
loyal people of Lewis county will bear me 
out, and that is, that when I arrived at Monti* 
cello, the county seat, on the first Monday in 
April, about 10 o'clock in the forenoon, there 
were some of the enrolled militia there, tht 
number I did not then know, nor do I now ; I 
saw twenty or thirty, and I saw one captain and 
one first 1 ieutenant. On Tuesday or Wednesday 
they left for the town of Legree, and some time 
during the second week the captain and lieu- 
tenant returned to Monticello in a hack and 
remained there a day or two. I particularly 
remember that Mr. Sayre told me, while I was 
there, that the enrolled militia had committed 
outrages, by making sick white women cook 
for negroes and enrolled militia ; but 1 h^ve no 
remembrance of any gentleman whom I regard 
as a loyal citizen of the United States ever ut- 
tering anything of the kind to me. Though I 
regard no man in Northern Missouri as a mora 
perfect gentleman than Mr. Sayre, yet he 
knows, and I cannot help it if I were to per- 
ish for it, 1 have never looked upon him as a 
truly loyal man. 

It may have been the case that the enrolled 
militia of Lewis county had done wrong ; but 
I know nothing of it. We held a term of the 
Circuit Court there for two weeks, uninter- 
rupted, and 1 have heard of no disturbance in 
that county since, and I know of no good rea- 
son why a peaceable election could not be had 
in that county. 

In justification of the gentleman, and because 
it is due to him, I would say that, as a citizen, 
a gentleman and a neighbor, he stands high in 
that community | but loyal men do not regard 
him as truly loyal. There is no man in the 
county towards whom I entertain more kindly 
feelings than 1 do towards Mr. Sayre i but yet, 
if I think what he advocates is wrong, I deal 
with him candidly, as I would with other gen- 
tlemen. If I think a gentleman advocates a 
cause or doctrine that will not promote the 
welfare of my Government, I tell him so; and 
I tell him, therefore, to-day, that I look with 
distrust upon any individual who is eternally 
casting epithets upon those brave men who are 
engaged in the preservation of the flag of our 
conntry, and yet keeps his lips sealed about 
those desperadoes who go through the country 
thieving, murdering, and committing all sorts 
of depredations. He may make ever so broad 
a statement of loyalty when I get through, 
but I believe as much as I please, and bo 
more. 
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Mr« Satre. I would like to say one word 
at to my using epithets against the United States 
soldiers. The gentleman has made a statement 
which I regard as untrue. He has never heard 
me, neither can he tell of any one who has 
ever heard me, make use of any epithets. As 
to my loyalty, I am willing to compare records 
with him ; T serve my country as well as he. 

Gen. McNeil, Major Rogers, Major P , 

asd Captain Firth, trusted me, and will hear 
testimony to my loyalty ; yet this gentleman 
comes here and says he thinks me disloyal ; 
but, with a smooth tongue, he adds that he 
thinks me an honorable gentleman — in return 
for which, I must say that I do not know which 
most to admire, the grace of his person, his 
mellifluous voice, or the kindness of his heart. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. Drake. I think, sir, that in some way 
or other we should endeavor to bring back the 
minds I'f the members of the Convention from 
the lorg and tangled maze which the discussion 
has assumed to the matters that are really be- 
fore it. 

It is due to myself and to others on this floor 
that I should take some notice of the strain of 
remark which the gentleman from Randolph 
chose to indulge in yesterday ; and I i-hall not 
notice it in the way that my friend and col- 
league. Judge Breckinridge, did. I shall never 
ondertak^ to vindicate my honesty nor my 
conservatism ; biit I would just inquire of the 
gentleman from Randolph, who has been in 
this Convention from its first week through all 
its sessions to the present time, what he would 
think if J were to rise from my place and say 
that no man who is against emancipation is an 
honest man ? or that no man who in in favor of 
emancipation in the year 1900, or in the year 
1876, is an honest man ? Perhaps the gentle- 
man would find what it is to have an imputa- 
tion of dishonesty flung into his teeth in that 
way. 1 say no such thing, however. If I 
were to go a little further and say that the man 
who comes here into this Convention to pre- 
serve and protect the institution of slavery in 
Missouri, in defi'tnce of the interests of Mis- 
souri, of the people of the United States, and 
of the Union cause, is a dishonest man, the 
gentleman might perhaps find something to 
disturb bis serenity. I say no such thing. If 
I were to go a little further and say that a roan 
coming here to this session of the Convention, 
who acted in direct defiance of the known will 
of the majority of his constituents upon this 
emftocipation question, neither could be nor is 



an honest man, perhaps, sir, there are gentle- 
men here who would take offence at it 1 say 
no such thing. 

I do not mean to defend my honesty of char- 
acter here or elsewhere. If my life does not 
defend it, then I have no character for honesty 
that is worth words in its defence. 

The gentleman from Randolph is a conser- 
vative, and I, and others who act with me 
here, are radicals | and there is an attempt 
made to fill this Convention with a great fear 
of radicals. The gentleman is a radical, and I 
am a conservative; he is a conservative, and 
I am a radical. We are all conservatives, and 
all radicals j but we are conservative of differ- 
ent things, and we are radicals to different 
things ; so that all of us, though ranged under 
the very same titles, we are ranged on different 
sides. I am conservative, first, of the Union, 
which slavery assails this day ; he is conserva- 
tive of the slavery that assails it— a world-wide 
difference, sir — a difference as between light 
and darkness. I, sir, am conservative of the 
great interests of the people of Missouri to*day, 
and in all future time $ he is conservative of 
the slavery that wars against their interests in 
the present and in the future. I am a radical 
in the proper sense and meaning of the term, 
to cut up by the roots, till the last fibre of it 
shall be removed. That which assails our 
country and all its people in Missouri and 
elsewhere, he, sir, is for keeping that thing 
standing, with not a root touched, from now 
till the year 1900— which is equivalent to saying 
from now to eternity. And this is the differ- 
ence between the gentleman and myself in our 
radicalism and our conservatism. You will 
bear me witness, gentlemen of the Convention, 
that in the remarks I offered to this body in 
support of my resolution on the election, I 
did not bring in this subject of emancipation 
at all. The gentleman from Randolph takes a 
different course. Does he suppose we do not 
know what is meant by lugging in that slavery 
question ? It is the crack of the pro-slavery 
whip. The question is whether the people shall 
be allowed to elect certain officers; but that 
was not allowed to remain the question before 
the Convention. The pro-slavery element in> 
this Convention was to be arrayed here upon 
this question to defeat it and the principle, the 
Republican principles which underlie the reso- 
lutions which I offered, to wit: the great 
principle that the people shall elect their own 
rulers. And now I wish it understood, now 
that we are on the eve of engaging in the dis- 
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cussion of emancipation, I wish it to be 
understood by the gentleman from Randolph, 
and by every other member of this Convention 
who is a pro-slavery man, that I do not intend 
to permit my oppontton here to be changed 
into that of defenc€» This Convention was not 
called to defend slavery. It was called to- 
gether to attack, to kill, and bury it. That is 
what the Governor called ns together for ; and 
I intend, so far as my action is concerned on 
the subject of slavery, that it shall be from the 
first to the last, without one moment's cessa- 
tion, an action of attack upon that institution 
which the gentleman here is pre-eminently the 
defender of, and nothing that he or any other 
can say or do shall change my attitude in that 
particular for one instants I defend nothing 
but my country and my flag; he shall defend 
slavery to the very last hour. If there is to be 
an attack here, it is slavery we are invited to 
attack ; the gentleman comes to defend it ; he 
may even praise it, but the majority of this 
Convention will bury it. 

With all respect to the Convention, I beg 
leave to say that the course which I consider it 
my duty to take, I shall follow from first to 
last, without any imputations of the motives 
or character of any gentleman here, and with- 
out giving any gentleman any occasion to 
impugn my motives or my character. 

Thus much for the remarks of the gentleman 
from Randolph. In bringing hack ihe mind of 
the Convention to the real matter involved in 
the question before it, and endeavoring to 
enable them to draw the line of discrimination 
anew, I beg leave, before the vote is taken, to 
call their attention to the framework of the 
different propositions before them. First, the 
resolution which I offered, which calls for an 
election of Governor, Lieutenant Governor and 
Secretary of State. I offered it in that way, 
gentlemen, simply because those officers do not 
derive their authority from the Governor under 
an appointment to fill vacancies according to 
our Constitution, nor do they derive it from the 
people, but simply from this Convention. 
Now, I beg leave to reiterate the declaration 
made by so many gentlemen — as they regard 
this Convention as perfectly legal and consti- 
tutional, so do I. Not one word from me has 
ever been uttered questioning that. I regard 
their action in deposing the former Government 
and providing another, as eminently wise, 
judicious, and proper in every way ; and I hold 
that the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and 
Secretary of State are as much and as legally 



Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Secretary 
of State as if tbey had been elected in I860, 
and held office to this time. 

But I object to giving a persona] tarn to this 
question. I said that ray views on this subject 
had no relation to our excellent Lieutenant 
Governor. I endeavored to plant myself upon 
a principle, and I asked the Convention, in the 
first instance, to notice that I did so. This 
Convention came here as the agents of the 
people, to act in a given emergency ; they rome 
as the representatives of the whole authority 
of the people ; and I can perceive no reason in 
the world why an exception should be made to 
the universal principle of law, that agents can 
appoint no sub-agents who can hold ofiSce one 
hour after their own agency ceases. You may 
do it, gentlemen ; I believe it is constitutional^ 
I believe it is lawful for you to do it I do not 
appeal to you because I claim that it is un- 
lawful or unconstitutional) but I say this: 
when you give back to the people the powers 
they have given you, why do you not surrender 
the offices to them ? Why withhold the officee, 
and give them back the barren sceptre of their 
power? That is the principle upon which I 
place it. You ought not to hold this power 
through others after your existence has ceased, 
and you have given back all else to the people. 

Now, gentlemen of the Convention, I ask 
each one of you simply this question: If there 
were nothing else mixed up in this matter ; if 
there were no question of emancipation before 
us; if there were no division of sentiment 
here — pro-slavery and anti-slavery — are there 
ten men in this Convention who would say that 
my principle of action is not the right one ? I 
would ask each one of you, as an upright and 
thinking individual, which I believe every 
member of this Convention to be, would yoa 
vote against the proposition referring this 
matter back to the people if there were no 
slavery question before you ? My impression 
—only an impression — is, that not ten members 
of this Convention would vote against it I 
cannot command your respect, nor that of any 
individual, if I do not act upon prine^tle. 1 do 
act upon principle, and I will not swerve from 
principle in my action. If the majority of the 
Convention, however, view the principle in a 
different light to what I do, it is thf ir privilege 
to decide, and I must bow to their wilt 

It was for the very same reason, sir, that I 
left out the officers that the gentleman frosa 
Adair mentioned in his substitute, (hat we 
would return back to the people simply those 
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efices that we had filled ; and therefore I am 
not able to discriminate between those officers 
and saj, with the gentleman from Linn, that 
we would elect a Governor, bat not a Lienf en- 
ant Governor or Secretary of State. I thinic 
the principle covers all ; and I beg leave to 
say to the gentleman from Linn, that by his 
proposition he gives this matter a turn which 
perhaps did not occur to him — it is rendered 
personal in its bearing upon the Lieutenant 
Governor and Secretary of State. He says we 
will let the vacant offices, but not those that 
are filled, go before the people, because that 
Would necessitate a df position, a turning out of 
tbe Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of State. 
How do we know that the people would elect 
liiem ? They are simply remitted back to the 
popular tribunal, that the people may select 
tb«ir own men ; and all this argument about 
deposition of officers and taming them out — 
about doing the same thing with them that was 
done with Jackson and bis officers — ^is based 
•pon the supposition that the people will reject 
the Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of 
State. 

Gentlemen object to this election on the 
ground that no fair election can be had. I wish 
•imply to say in regard to that, that it is no 
criterion whether a fair election can be had or 
not, because the vote now in special elections 
ia very small. I will state why. As my friend 
from Adair said yesterday, a large portion of 
oar voting population, many thousands, are in 
the army of the Union at distant points, so that 
when yoa hold a special election in St. Louis 
or here, or in any district, there is no possi- 
bility of those Missouri soldiers at Vicksburg 
taking part in it Then, again, there is the 
Tast number of men in Price's and other armies 
tliat have recruited in this Mate s and there are 
&« secessionists in the bush, numbering tbou- 
saruis, who do not trust themselves to come to 
the polls. Then, again, there is a large masa 
of those whose consciences, defiled as they are, 
cannot stand the oath you have prescribed for 
them. Now take out all these, and I venture 
to say that, with the deaths that have taken 
place in the army, and the removal from the 
State of those that have been driven from their 
habitations by the bushwhackers and guerril- 
las, and poll a vote of all the loyal men in 
If issDuri this day who will take the oath and 
eDtille themselves to vote, and you have not aa 
Biany votes as in 1860 by 100,000. This 
accounts for the smallness of the votes. It 
Aows where the loyal people of Mietoori are 



now. It shows how many of oar people have 
become dislojra), and how many there are under 
the flag of our Union fighting for it 

But some outrages have been perpetrated 
somewhere. Why I do not know that I have 
ever seen an election where there would not be 
outrages committed. I remember when I used 
to stand about the precincts of the ballot-box 
in Kentucky and see the horrible outrages that 
men perpetrated on each other in the three 
days' election in the first week in August. 
And because there are outrages committed in 
certain localities, is that a reason why the 
great mass of the people throughout the State 
should have no voice in the choice of their 
rulers ? 

The gentleman from Randolph, if I remem- 
ber aright, drew a parallel between the 
surrendering of these offices to the people and 
the deposition of Jackson and his officers, and 
thinks it casts the same stigma upon the present 
officers that the Convention put upon hit 
officers. I deny it There the very element of 
the stigma was their expulsion from office; 
here it is not expulsion } they remain in office 
till the people choose to elect others. There 
tbe expulsion waa to be succeeded by the 
appointment by this Convention of their suc- 
cessors; here we give the appointment to the 
people, the fountain-head of all our power. 
There the action was accompanied with the 
well known reason for doing it, to wit, the 
treason of the men, who were disloyal ; here 
no whisper is breathed against the integrity or 
the loyalty of the two gentlemen who are to 
submit their claims to the people. 

And now, gentlemen of the Convention, 
having occupied your time and attention upon 
this subject more than I desired to do, and 
more than 1 would have done had I not believed 
it to be a matter of great importance \o oar 
State, I beg leave simply to say in contusion, 
that while I have from the first admired the 
dignity with which this body has conducted its 
proceedings, and the wisdom which has char, 
acterized the conduct of its members, and the 
steady adherence to principle which they have 
maintained from first to last, I shall profoundly 
regret if the members of this body, in this its 
last session, see fit, for special considerations, 
or considerations connected with anything than 
the topic under our immediate consideration, 
suffer themselves to lay aside the primcipU 
which, it seems to me, ought to govern us, and 
refuse to the people an election by them of 
their own executive officers. 
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Mr. Hall of R. I wish, Mr. Pmident, to 
make a few remarks now, simply because the 
remarks of the gentleman from St. Louis seem 
to call for it. Tf I said that no honest man 
would go for immediate emancipation, I was 
unfortunate in the use of my language. I did 
say, I presume, that my own convictions are 
that it will be a most dishonest act. Honest 
men sometimes do dishonest acts ; honetit men 
sometimes err in their judgment, are some- 
times miserably blinded by prejudice or pas- 
sion, and do very wrong things ; but this does 
not go to demoralize the man. A good man 
may do some wrong act, he may be misled, 
and his moral character is not corrupted by it. 
What is meant by a dishonest man, is a man 
who is demoralized and corrupt in his moral 
character. Such I did not mean in my remarks. 

Gentlemen are astonished that I should speak 
with feeling upon this subject ; and they are 
arguing on abstract principles, philosophizing 
upon matters of which they do not see the prac- 
tical operation. They illustrate the truth of 
the remark of the French philosopher, that it 
is remarkable with what equanimity we can 
bear the misfortunes of others. What these 
gentlemen are reasoning upon, comes home to 
my neighbors, to men I have known for twen- 
ty odd years, that I have seen toiling year 
after year, and investing their little means in 
a property for which a pledge is given to the 
people of this State that they shall be protect- 
ed in ; and these gentlemen propose to reduce 
these men to beggary, and their families to 
want, and they expect me to witness this, and 
to speak as though it was a matter of ordinary 
concern, a matter that might be jested about I 
Why, gentlemen, I conld not be true to my 
country, if I did not feel indignation at such 
a thing. And I will give expression to it, and 
say that if you do rob those men, you are doing 
a dishonest act. If you do rob my neighbors 
of the property for which that solemn pledge 
was given, you are, I say, doii g a dishonest 
act; and you can with the same reason rob 
the bond-holders of this State; you can, with 
the same reason, rob the rich man of his prop- 
erty ; you can tear f i om a man every right in 
which he is protected by the law. And gen- 
tlemen talk about this Uilng as though I could 
be quiet. I cannot be quiet under it Why, 
sir, if my constituents were to come and ask 
me to rob the humblest individual in the land, 
the most remote from me ; if th^y were to ask 
me to strip him of his property by my vote 
here, I would not do it. If every constituent 



I had were to demand it of me, I would not 
do iL If they want to select an instrument to 
carry out their purposes, they must get some 
one else. I am here for an honorable purpose 
— tf serve them in the discbarge of honorabla 
duties. 

There are, as I have said, principles that 
you cannot violate without sapping the foun« 
dations of society, creating disquietude, and 
tending to the destruction of every right, lead- 
ing on to and encouraging a spirit which will 
end in the subversion of society, unleas tho 
strong arm of a military despotism interposal 
to protect the community from it. Your vio* 
Idtion of these principles affects the humblest 
individual in the land. Gentlemen, with all 
the force that you can give to the act ; with all 
the moral weight that you can give it, aod 
which from your past conduct you are eiiti« 
tled to give to the act, you are setting a prece- 
dent which will be used to your ruin as well as 
to mine. It may strike down my fellow citi- 
zens now, but it will reach you in the end. I 
stand here on a question of right The gen- 
tleman from St. Louis, (Mr. Drake,) speaks of 
its being a measure of defenoe. The President 
has not thought so. Why the gentleman and 
those with whom he has acted have been urg- 
ing the President to do this thing ; and with 
all his sentiments adverse to slavery, desiring 
exceedingly its extinction in the United States 
and in this State, being a sworn defender of 
the Government and bound to do that which is 
necessary for its defence, they have urged it 
there, and urged it in vain. And now does 
that gentleman pretend to tell me that to 
go and rob my constituents, my fellow-citi- 
zens throughout this State, many of whom 
have been loyal to the Government through- 
out, who have been willing to peril every- 
thing they had on earth in its defence, who 
have stood up and faced dangers before which 
men of nerve have quailed, does he pretend 
to tell me that it is a measure of defence 
to the State, to restore peace and quiet to the 
country, that he would tear from them their 
property ; and that by practising such an out- 
rage as this, he is going to produce a loyal sen- 
timent in the State; an outrage that strikes 
down every principle of justice that holds so- 
ciety together. The gentleman knows it if 
not so. No man can believe that the way to 
make men attached to their Government is to 
persecute them, to tear from them that which 
you have pledged your honor and faith to main- 
tain. Why the gentleman liimself would not 
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do this thimgp as v\ individuftl — not to save his 
tight arm. He would not, after having tempt- 
ed a man to invest his property in a certain 
way, and pledged his solemn faith for its pro- 
tection, he would not try to take it from him. 
And yet he wants this body of m<>n to do that 
which each individual member would refuse to 
do, what an honest man would shrink from. 
It would reach, sir, two-'hirds of my constitu- 
ents. Gentlemen, I have come here prepared 
to yield all my prejudices and prepossessions 
CO this subject, prepared completely to reverse 
my whole coarse if a regard tor consistency 
in a matter of this sort could influnce me, this 
would not be the case ; but there is not a man 
in this State, whose course in this Conveution 
at this session will present a more glaring in- 
consistency than will mine. I make no secret 
of my views. I believe the negro is better off 
jn a condition of slavery than in any other. I 
believe that we cannot get rid of slavery ; it is 
too great an undertaklt g. I believe that we 
cannot get rid of the negro, and that not only 
is he better off as a slave, but that we are 
better off than when be is likely to become a 
pauper or a criminal. This is my conviction. 
Tet i have come to the terms here of agreeing 
that slavery shall be extinct in 1876 } and that 
if any man remains with his slave property in 
this State after this time, he shall be deprived 
of it And how can I reconcile this with a 
sense of justice? It is hard to do, and I go 
home with a heavy heart if I shonld accom- 
plish it ; go home, to warn my constituents, to 
place their house in order, or leave their homes 
where they have lived with profit and comfort 
for years. But why do I do it ? I do it be- 
cause I want, as I said yesterday, to get a pow- 
er to fight against a great danger, this spirit of 
radicalism. The principles which are advo- 
cated in this State now, and by gentlemen 
whose position and influence give a dignity and 
force to their advocacy, that men who ^ould 
before have shrunk from uttering such senti- 
ments will now uphold them, I believe to be 
fatal to the very existence of society ; and I 
feel that, as a measure of defence, it is neces- 
sary to unite the whole moral worth of this 
State. 

Kow, this question of emancipation has been 
a hone of contention among the Union loyal 
men — and by loyal I mean those who respect 
law ; I do not call a revolutionist a loyal man. 
I regret that the subject was introduced till the 
rebellion was quelled. I opposed its introdnc- 
tion on that account I knew I was acting 



with gentlemen who diflbred with roe on th!< 
subject; but we acted in harmony because this 
question was never raised. When it was thrust 
in, it divided us. A determination has grown 
up among the loyal men of the State to resist 
every attempt to bring upon us this terrible 
evil ; but they have been divided and denounc- 
ing each other, when all their united powers 
were necessary to defend themselves. This 
question would come up; I tried to stay it 
hack, but it has come ; and I feel the necessity 
of this union. Therefore, as they have not, or 
could not, or would not yield, I yield. I come 
to them ; I seek terms. I have made terms ; 
and I have sought to persuade others, who 
agreed with me in sentiment to come to these 
terms for the purpose of uniting all the moral 
worth of the State in resisting this radical, rcT- 
olutionary element 

I tell you, gentlemen, that the course pursued 
by the gradual emancipationists in St Louis 
has done more for the cause of emancipation in 
this State than all the workings of the radicals. 
The fact that the gradual emancipation party 
of St. Louis stood up and resisted their party 
associates, and were unwilling to accept party 
success at the expense of justice and right, has 
reached the heart of every man in this State 
who respects right and justice, and has caused 
a desire that we should act in concert with 
them ; and a similar action of the gradual eman- 
cipation party in the legislature has done much 
to bring about this st&te of things. 

I, myself, have no fear of the radicals. I am 
prepared to resist them, and in any way they 
choose to assail us ; but I do want to act with 
the truly loyal men of the State. To do that, 
I am willing to make any sacrifice on my own 
part The sacrifice that I have made is great; 
you may not appreciate it; but I will try, if the 
power is within me — I will labor during this 
session — to make you feel it. 

Mr. Drake called for the question, and de- 
manded the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Gantt. Before the vote is taken, I pro- 
pose to give the reason for my vote. I am op- 
posed to an election by the people for Oovemor, 
but not, by any means, for the reason stated 
by my colleague. It has nothing to do with 
the slavery question. 

I believe that there are i^lly twenty chances 
to one that Yicksburg willfktl. That event wifl 
give perfect security to Missouri ; it will place 
the war at a distance from us. Anything like 
an invasion of the State will be out of the ques- 
tion. But when this Convention met in June, 
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1862, the conidcnce that Richmond would fall 
▼ithin a month was greater than that Vicks- 
borg will now ML within the tame time ; yet 
Richmond did not fall ; aad it may come to pass 
that Vlcktbarg may not, at least not within the 
time anticipated. There may be one chance 
in twenty or thirty that Vicksburg will not fall, 
aad that our armies before Vicksburg may suf- 
fer a disaster. It is unsafe to rely upon uncer* 
tainties ; but, improbable as the case may be, 
I do not think it would be wise to entirely put 
It away fh>m us. There is a possibility of even 
a large force coming up with the army of Oen. 
Grant If that should be so, it does not require 
much military science to see in what position 
the army of Gen. Grant would be placed. It 
would be exposed to the chances of a great ca- 
lamity. Now, supposing that the chances of 
war should turn against us, that the siege should 
be raised, and a blow Inflicted upon Grant's ar- 
my. Now, everybody must know that if Grant's 
army should be defeated, the army of the fron- 
tier will share its fate. Then, without an army 
fbr the defence of Biissouri, should the State be 
hiraded, and without any power to stop the 
election, we should hare the scenes reproduced 
which we remember in the months of Septem- 
ber and October of 1861. Should such an event 
occur, I think that all who have insisted upon 
submitting the election to the people would re- 
gret their agency in bringing it about, for it 
would expose us to the extteme hazard of the 
election of men not in the least in harmony 
with this Convention, or with the Government 
of the United States. There may be such a 
state of things. I admit the chances are remote ,* 
but still, while there is the chance tliat no Un- 
ion man could go to the polls without risking 
his life, I choose to incur all the odium, and all 
the unpopuUrity, of doing all I can to avoid the 
risk. I am well aware that by the machina- 
tions of the few, there will be great odium and 
unpopularity incurred by refusing to refer this 
election to the people. 

Something has been said about the rights of 
the people, and of the long time they have been 
pining for a popular election. It would really 
aeem tliat those who use this language have 
forgotten that, in I860, at the appointed time, 
the people did have the chance of electing a 
Governor, and did exercise that power; and 
that the time, according to the constitution and 
laws under which we live, for the regrular elec- 
tion of Governor, will again occur next year. 

1 have stated my reasons for not voting for 
the eleciioa of Governor being tabmitted to the 



people ; that is my controlling reason. I am 
not sure that I should vote differently were 
these reasons absent, by the fkets stated by the 
gentleman fh>m Clinton, and others, of instan- 
ces where the freedom of election was prevent^ 
ed in November lastinmany parts of the State. 
The gentlemen who say there was absolute 
freedom of election at that time of course be- 
lieve it. I am bound to believe that they do be- 
lieve it; but when I make that concession, they 
must permit me to wonder at, and admire, the 
credulity that possesses them. 

The President. The question is on the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Linn. 

The amendment was lost, the vote being as 
follows : ayes 84, noes 46. 

Mr. Orr was excused from voting on account 
of being one of the office-holders included in 
the resolution. Mr. Welch was also excused 
for the same reason. 

The PttBsiDBNT. The question is on the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Adair. 

Mr. HiTOROOCK. I ask for a division of the 
question. The substitute offered by the gen- 
tleman from Adair proposes to modify the res- 
olution ofi^red by my colleague, ( Mr. Drake^) 
in three distinct and essential particulars: 
First, it proposes to change the duty of the 
committee from that of reporting an ordinance, 
as proposed by my colleague, to that of taking 
into consideration and reporting on the pro- 
priety of holding an election. Second, it 
proposes to provide for, or inquire into the 
propriety of providing for, an election fbr five 
instead of three officers. Third, it proposes a 
different term (November) for holding an elec- 
tion from that (October) proposed by my col- 
league's original resolution. I know that dif- 
ferent gentlemen entertain different opinions 
as to these several points, and think, therefore, 
that the question is not only susceptible of di- 
vision, but ought to be divided in order that 
an intelligent and unembarrassed vote may be 
given as to each. 

The President. It is still in order to strike 
out any part that is objected to. 

Mr. BusH^ I offer to amend the substitute 
by striking out the words " take into consider- 
ation," and insert in lieu thereof " whose duly 
it shall be to" ; also strike out the words " the 
propriety of," and insert in place thereof ** aa 
ordinance providing for." I suppose the gen- 
tleman from Adair will have no olQection. 

Mr. FotTBB. I will accept the amendment 
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Mr. Birch. That being accepted, I propose 
to amend the substitate by offering an addi- 
tional resolution : 

Resolvedy That the said committee be 
further instructed to report such a modifi- 
cation of the oath required of voters as 
shall concede the right to all who will 
pledge themselves to future peace and 
loyalty. 

Mr. FosTBR. That seems to involve some- 
thing of an entirely different character. 

Mr. Birch. It is for the Chair to decide 
that There is not a man here, I suppose, who 
has not a neighbor who was unfortunately in- 
volved in the original complications of this re- 
bellion, and who cannot therefore conscien- 
tiously take our present oath; and there are 
gentlemen in this Convention who have kin- 
dred of their own, who, having experienced 
the folly and crime of this rebellion, have re- 
turned, as fully determined as any man here 
to live a life of loyalty and peace ; and I wish 
to concede the right to all such, to every man 
who will swear that in the future he will be 
peaceable and loyal to the United States, and 
to the Government of this State, and not take 
i^> arms against either, nor in any respect give 
aid or comfort to the enemy. Such a man 
ought to be allowed to vote, unless you intend 
to perpetuate amongst us a class of Jshmael- 
ites, whose hands shall be against every man, 
and every man's hand against them. I ask 
you, gentlemen, to bring it home to your 
neighbors, whether it be not better to admit 
such men to an exercise of their privileges 
again after a pledge of future loyalty, than, 
by excluding them from the rights of citi- 
zenship, to keep them as enemies. I propose 
to restore no man to the right to vote who 
is willing, in any respect, to furnish aid or 
comfort to the enemy ; but those who have re- 
pented, who come back amongst us, willing to 
swear that they will live the life of loyal men, 
and, if they violate their oath, to incur the pen- 
alties prescribed, should, I think, be restored 
to society again, and vote with us at our elec- 
tions, marry with our children, and all that. 

Mr. Moss. I move to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I do not think that is the 
way to get out of the question. 

Mr. Most. I insist upon my motion. 

Mr. Drakk. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The vote resolted as follows : Ayes 89, 
48. 



The Prbsidbkt. The question now is on 
the amendment of the gentleman from Clinton. 

Mr. Gravbllt. I would request the gen* 
tleman from Clinton to modify his resolution, 
merely referring the matter to the committee, 
that they should make such a report as they 
might deem desirable, that they may, if they 
choose, place restrictions upon rebels and sym- 
pathizers, and prevent them from ever roting. 

BXPLAJ7ATI0NS OF VOTES. 

Mr. DoKiPHAir. It is well known here what 
position I occupied in reference to those re- 
strictions, when the oath was agreed upon; 
but, having adopted them, I now go fbr retain- 
ing them to the close of the war, as they are. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. We have author- 
ized the Legislature to restore the privilege 
whenever they shall find it proper to do so. I 
propose to leave it just where the last Conven- 
tion left it. 

Mr. Moss. I am unwilling to deprive any 
man of the privilege of voting, who repents of 
his sin ; who, in sincerity, says that he is for 
peace, and is willing to support the Federal 
Government from this day forward. To such 
a man I will extend the right hand of fellow- 
ship. I vote aye, 

Mr. Orr. Mr. President, it will be remem- 
bered by the members of this Convention, that 
when a proposition was up to disfranchise 
voters at the last session, I proposed an amend- 
ment similar in effect to the amendment now 
proposed by the gentleman from i linton: 
That in all future elections he that would come 
up and swear that he would support, protect 
and defend the Constitution and Government 
of the country, should be allowed to vote. 
I supported that measure then, as I will now, 
because I thought it my duty. I don't care 
whether a man went into the rebellion igno- 
rantly or wickedly ; if he desires to lay down 
his arms and return to his allegiance, I hold 
that both policy and duty require us to let him 
return. Suppose he went into rebellion to as- 
sist Jeff. Davis and his associates to override 
the Constitution and destroy the Government, 
and has found out, if you please, that he got 
more than he bargained for, and desires to quit, 
is it not best to permit him to do so ? Sup- 
pose we confiscate his property, reiiise to re- 
cognize him as a freeman, and hang him for 
treason, I ask what inducement has he to re- 
turn ? I gave it as my deliberate opinion tljen, 
as I will now, that such a course will protract 
this war beyond the life of any member on this 
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floor. I would, for the purpose of stopping the 
shedding of blood, shake hands with the mean- 
est rebel in the South, who would, in good 
faith, return to his allegiance, and assist us in 
restoring law and order. I cannot see the fit- 
ness in prerenting the man fh>m Toting who 
has rebelled against the Constitution and laws 
and steals horses, and permitting the man to 
yote who has rebelled against the same Consti- 
tution and laws and steals negroes. I shall 
Tote for this proposition, not because I think 
it will carry, for it is already erident that it 
will be rejected. I vote for it because T think 
it would shorten the war, if adopted, and hasten 
peace to my distracted country. I vote aye. 

Mr. Ross. I know, sir, very many young 
men that were led astray in the early part of 
tl^is rebellion, became bushwhackers, and were 
taken prisoners. They have returned home, 
have taken the oath, and now they are good 
and loyal citizens of the State of Missouri. I 
know of others who have engaged even in 
bridge-burning, who have turned back, and 
have even joined in these radical meetings, 
and have instructed me to vote for immediate 
emancipation ; others have returned and writ- 
ten letters urging immediate emancipation ; 
and I want all those who are willing to take 
an oath to support the Government of the 
United States, from this time forth and forever, 
to have the privilege of voting. 

Mr. Satrb. I believe that it would be very 
desirable for us to have Jeff. Davis' army re- 
duced in number; 1 believe he has more fight- 
ing men than he should have ; and that it would 
be very desirable to have our own force in- 
creased as much as possible. Every step we 
take in the direction contemplated by the 
amendment of the gentleman from Clinton 
strengthens ourselves and weakens the enemy. 
While our soldiers, with devoted heroism, are 
engaged in destroying the treacherous and 
fiUthless, I believe it should be our policy, if, 
indeed, it be not our duty, to offer such induce- 
ments as will win back those who are at present 
against us, to come and help us, to strengthen 
US and weaken the enemy ; I shall therefore 
vote aye. 

Mr. Stewart. When a man commits wil- 
ful perjury, he is not entitled to a vote, nor 
could he be admitted as a witness on the stand. 
Some gentlemen say, bring them back^very 
liar from tlie bush, just upon a simple oath, 
which is nothing to them— and let us take them 
by the hand. The gentleman from Greene 
eounty (Mr. Orr) says he does not care how 



mean a man is, he would take him by the 
hand and let him come back. I had thouglit 
that kind of stuff was nearly worn out. 

Mr. WooLFOLK. At our last Convention we 
were pretty fully satisfied that no secessioniat, 
or any man who had been In the rebel army, 
could return and vote while the military were 
in the State. It is useless for us to pass an 
ordinance to that effect, when the military 
would not tolerate it I prefer not to make a 
law that could not be carried out. 

Mr. Birch's amendment was lost by Ae fol- 
lowing vote : Ayes, 28 ; noes, 69. 

The Convention then acljourned till 8 p. m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Prbsidbnt laid before the Conventioa 
a communication from Charles W. Adama, 
Secretary of the Methodist Sunday School, 
asking for the use of the Hall on Thursday 
evening next, for the purpose of a Sunday 
School exhibition and concert. 

Mr. Gaktt. I am opposed to granting the 
Hall, for the reason that this Convention has 
no right to do anything of the kind. 

The question being upon the adoption of 
Mr. Foster's substitute, 

Mr. Com iNGO moved to amend as follows : 

"That the resignation of his Excellency 
Hamilton R. Gamble, tendered to this body, 
be returned to him, with the request that he 
continue to exercise the powers and discharge 
the duties of the office of Governor of &it 
State until the first Mot day in November, 
1864, and until bis successor is elected and 
qualified." 

I am aware^ Mr. President, that the propo- 
sition contained in the amendment I have just 
offered excites a good deal of surprise, and is 
dii^tasteful to many on this floor; btit when I 
took my seat in this body %b one of its mem- 
bers, J alf o took an oath faithfully to discharge 
the duties that might devolve upon roe ; and, in 
presenting this amendment, T am conscientious- 
ly discharging a duty which I believe I owe to 
my State. The resignation of Gov. Gamble 
came unexpectedly to me, and was received, I 
donbt not, with surprise and regret by a large 
majority of this body. 

Consulting the best interests of my State, 
and desiring faithfully io discbarge f very duty, 
I offered the amendment now before the House. 
It may, perhaps will, interfere with the plaoB 
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of Others ; but I ain> I trust, actuated by higher 
Biotivea than a mere desire to defeat the plans 
of a party organization. I sincerely believe 
the propositiou, if cordially and strongly sup- 
ported on this floor, would be more beneficial 
to the people of oar State than any of its 
friends now suppose. I am impressed with 
the belief that her peace is in extreme jeopar- 
dy, and that it would but increase her perils 
to attempt to hold an election at the present 
time. It is manifest to my mind that a full 
and free election just now is impossible, and 
that it is not to be expected that a state of af- 
fairs will exist at any time within the next 
eight or nine months that will enable the peo- 
ple of the Stale to express at the polls the 
▼lews they really entertain. This subject has 
been already so thoroughly discussed, that I 
do not propose to enter upon it again to any 
great extent. Feeling, however, that this is 
BO time for holding a general election through- 
out the Statp, I am constrained to reiterate 
some of the arguments already used, and to 
urge the Convention to consider the impending 
danger. 

The gentleman from St Louis (Mr. Grantt) 
pointed out very forcibly the extreme danger 
we would incur by ordering an election in 
November next. Admitting that the State is 
sufficiently quiet at this time, which is by no 
means a fact, the possibility that Yicksburg 
may not fall is one of the many circumstances 
to be considered. Although I entertain but 
little fear fiom that point, still it is within the 
limits of possibility ) and if it should not f aU, 
and Gen. Grant should have to raise the siege 
of that rebel stronghold, it would have a very 
important and dangerous influence upon the 
future peace of the State of Missouri. If we 
can credit the journals of to^ay, he is now in 
danirer of being attacked in the rear by a force 
of from 60,000 to 90,000 ; therefore, the possi- 
bility of which 1 have spoken assumes almost 
the aspect of probability. I regret this ex- 
ceedingly, and hope the unfavorable news of 
to-day may prove untrue, as is so often the 
ease with newspaper reports ; bat it may not i 
and whether it should or not, the posnbUityy if 
not the probability, exists, and we should guard 
against It. Another fact to be considered is 
the condition of our entire country. When we 
bear of the painful rumors that come from the 
banks of the Potomac and the Rappahannock, 
and the probability of terrible battles soon to 
take place tb^re} when we hear that Hooker 
is falling back upon Winchesttr, and that it is 



perhaps within the bounds of possibility that 
our capital may fall before the desperate and 
perhaps superior force that is marching upon 
it, we should consider the effVct that such un* 
fortunate events would certainly have through- 
out our entire State. Not only so, but we must 
remember that many of our citiiens are at this 
time absent from the State, being soldiers in 
the various regiments that have marched to 
remote seats of the war, to take part in the des- 
perate struggle in their countiy's cause. The 
number thus AbM«4.must be very considerable. 
Under all these circumstances, should the 
election come off in November, no one can 
tell upon whom it would devolve, nor what 
would be the probable result Possibly by 
that time our State may be in such a condition 
that an election cannot be held, or a fair elec- 
tion at all events, in half the counties, and pos- 
sibly it mi^ht not be held in a doxen. 

Besides, Mr. President, I canuot see what 
objection can be made to the proposition as it 
now presents itself. If we were about to act 
as I proposed on yesterday, that is, to vote upon 
the question whether irs would elect another 
Governor, the question might be more difficult ; 
but now we propose simply to express our 
desire that Governor Gamble should withdraw 
his resignation ; and is there any reason why 
we should not, or why he should not, comply 
with the request if made ? Is there any gen- 
tleman on this floor who is so greatly alarmed 
by this popular clamor of which we have beard 
to much that he will shrink from the discharge ' 
of a manifest duty? Or do the meetings that 
we hear have been held in one part of the State 
and another strike us with so much terror that 
we will bow to the dictation that comes from 
those sources, though we believe and know that 
in so doing we are driving our bark upon 
breakers, and will endanger her safety? I 
hope not, Mr. President Again, sir ; is there 
any reason why we should not entrust the duties 
of the gubernatorial cffice still in the hands of 
Governor Gamble? He has faithfully dis* 
charged those duties since he came into power) 
and I am as willing to risk the destinies of 
this State in bis hands to-day as when be was 
first chosen Governor by this Convention. For 
two years he has managed the affairs of this 
State in a more successful manner than perhaps 
any other man in it could have done ; and ara 
we now afraid to trust him with tbem for 
twelve or eighteen months longer? U thert 
any reason why we should not ask Governor 
Gamble, or even demand of him, that he maka 
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ttie sacrifice for another year? I know that 
gentlemen have great deference for the opin- 
ions of the people, and seem to how to the 
resolutions that have heen read on this floor, 
and others they have read in the papers ; but 
they have all been of one character, apparently 
have had the same paternity, and are, as I 
verity believe, the expression of the real senti- 
inents of a very few men; and these few, 
acting (not all, it is true) unwittingly in 
obedience to the dictates of a central power 
speaki^ig through the infaiMtis circular refer- 
red to by the gentleoMui from St Louis, (Mr. 
Smith,) and also by the gentleman from 
Clinton, (Mr. Bush,) in some remarks on this 
floor. Notwithstanding the doubtful authority 
of these resolutions, to say nothing of their 
lack of wisdom and justice, those who are 
opposed to our action come to us and say the 
people are becoming restless, and we must 
heed their potent voice. I know I have as 
high a regard for the rights of the people as 
any one, and am as anxious to see them 
enjoy them as any one; but I do not feel that 
I am doing the least violence to those rights by 
the proposed action with reference to our 
worthy chief Executive and bis resignation. 
Less than three years ago they exercised the 
right of electing a Governor $ and why should 
they be so exceedingly clamorous for that 
privilege just now, between the periods at 
which regular elections oecur ? Why is it that 
this terrible thirst for the privilege of voting 
exists in the great public mind just now ? Is 
it because they feel that their rights are 
trampled under foot, and they are the victims 
of lome insupportable tyranny? If so, how 
is it ? What particular interest is suffering or 
has been neglected ? If Jackson had not been 
deposed, and had remained at his pott in the 
discharge of his duties, there would not have 
been an election for Governor before 1864 ; but 
he having been deposed as Governor, the dear 
people are shamefully oppressed in not having 
the privilege of going to the polls and deciding 
(the few for the many) how the State shall be 
governed, or rather who shall govern it for the 
residue of the term for which he was elected. 
If I thought Governor Gamble would prove 
recreant to the high trust reposed in him, and 
would not as faithfully discbarge the arduous 
duties of the office in the future as in times 
past, I would say we ought not think of adopt- 
ing such a resolution as I have offered; but 
believing, as I do, that he is eminently quali- 
fied to the positions—knowing that he possesses 



a thorough knowledge of the affairs of the State, 
having closely investigated them for the past two 
years — i would greatly regret to learn that any 
gentleman on this floor would refuse or hesitate 
to request him to reassume bis post. I know 
the situation has been an exceedingly unpleas- 
ant one to him ; that its honors and emoluments 
were small considerations to him ; that it has 
been a heavy cross ; and that, inst(;ad of having 
been a source of pleasure, it has been as a bed 
of thorns. It will be remembered that when he 
accepted it, he said he would rather give a 
check on his banker for $10,000 than do so ; 
and that he now tells us it has never been more 
desirable than it was at the time he first entered 
upon his duties. These, I have no doubt, are 
still his feelings; but that high sense of duty 
that impelled him two years ago may induce 
him to undertake to serve his State another 
year. He may shrink from accepting the 
proposition, however strongly urged ; he may 
positively reject it, but I hope not. Under the 
circumstances, I feel that we almost have a 
right to demand the sacrifice at his hands. 

Mr. President, if I did not think there is 
impending danger that our State may again 
become convulsed from centre to circumfer- 
ence, and that the danger would bo greatly 
augmented by the holding of a popular elec- 
tion, I would not feel so much solicitude about 
the matter ; I would not so zealously advocate 
a measure like this, and thereby incur the dis- 
pleasure of dominant cliques in my own county 
and elsewhere, and bring upon myself their 
anathemas without measure. 

There are, I know, in my own county and 
elsewhere, numbers who are exceedingly anx- 
ious to get rid of our Executive and other 
State officers ; and they doubtless have special 
reasons for this, but what they are I know 
not. I think, however, it would be safe to 
assume that they are to be found in a desire to 
serve party interests, rather more than in a 
noble purpose to benefit the State of Missouri. 
These gentlemen cry loudly, lustily and bitterly 
against the Governor and other State officers, 
curse the Convention, and even murmur against 
the President of the United States. Why is 
this the case? Why does the cry come up 
from certain quarters, ^ Down with Gamble ; 
damn the Convention, and to the devil with the 
whole of them if necessary '' ? The conclusion 
is Irresistible that there is something in the 
background ; that their ulterior and ostensible 
objects are not the same; that some purpose 
lies concealed in the deep darkness that will 
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vltiaiatelf bunt upon aa and awake us from 
our slumbers like fire-bells at night j and that, 
when we least expect it, we may find ourselves 
in tlie midst of civil eonvubions from which 
we shall never recover. Let us b«ware. 

Mr. Drakb. I rise to a point of order. The 
question as etated by the President was upon 
the substitute offered to my resolution by the 
gentleman from Adair. The gentleman from 
Jackson now offers a substitute for a substitute. 
Mr. CoMiKGo. I otkdf to amend the substi- 
tute. 

Mr. Drakb. No» sur. I Inquire if it is in 
order to offer a substitute for a substitute ? 

The Prbsidbnt. The gentleman from Jack* 
•on may ofter to s^ke out what he desires. 

Mr. Drakb. It would still be a substitute 
for a substitute. 

The President. The gentleman from Jack- 
ton cannot offer a substitute for a substitute ; 
but he would be in order to offer to amend the 
substitute by striking out and inserting. As 
no amendment is pendingi the gentleman is in 
order. 

Mr. Stbwabt. I have heard it asserted here 
that» because Grov. Gamble has performed his 
duties so weU ; that, being a man of such dis- 
tinguished abUity, a man of such literary at- 
tainments, and a judge of sueh unquestioned 
uitegrity, that he should be asked to retain his 
present position. Now, I have always noticed 
that whenever a man wants an office he pro- 
fesses to be heartily sick of it. Now, Mr. Pres- 
ident, I am here to represent my constituents, 
to whom alone I am responsible, and I assert 
that there is a deep ftnd settled prejudice in the 
minds of a great many people against this Pro- 
Tlsional Government. It matters not to me 
whet Jier it is ill or well founded ; I simply say 
it exists. If Gov. Gamble is tired of his office. 
In God's name» let him retire. The question 
is, have we a State Government, or have we 
none t The peo^ want to have a government 
of their own cboioe. We have principle and 
Uw on our side ; and, if necessary, the guns 
too ; but we do not want to threaten with any- 
thing beyond the force of public sentiment. 
What DecessitF is there for asking a man who 
has resigned to retain bis seat— after he has told 
this honorable body that it has been at a great 
•acrtflc^ of his private interests 1 It has been 
•aid that he would rather have given ten thou- 
sand dollars than accept office. Then, I say, 
let US accept his resignation. All this ery 
about poblio olamor, and the posMble subjuga- 
tfoBLof the National armies, has nothinf to ^ 



with the case before this Convention. I know 
that Vicksburg will be taken, and that we shall 
cross the Rappahannock ; but dispatches of any- 
kind do not affeet the question whether we are 
to elect a Governor or not. Suppose the rebels 
should take Washington; suppose England 
should league with France to interfere in our 
struggle, I suppose it would not have verj 
much influence on our minds in appointing a 
Governor of this State. But, sir, there is no 
power on earth, nor in Tophet, civilised or sar- 
age, that need give us one moment of real un» 
easiness. We have something nearer home to 
deal with. It is the nigger question — the cause 
of all our difficulty ; the pretext for nullification, 
and now for disunion. I believe the people of 
this State understand that, and mean to act ao* 
eordingly. I shall vote for the original pr(^M>- 
sition. 

Mr. Irwih. It seems to me, sir, that there 
has been some disposition manifested to em- 
barrass the action of the Convention on the 
original proposition by tacking on amendments 
that stood little chance of being carried. The 
gentleman from Clinton introduced aa amend- 
ment which he must have known that this 
Convention would not permit to pass. If a man 
has been in open rebellion against his Govern- 
ment, and, after doing all that he could to de* 
stroy it, finds that its destruction cannot be ac- 
complished, says, ostensibly, that though he is 
in fovor of the so«ealIed Southern Confederacyi 
he Is weary of the war and wants peace, are we, 
I ask, to permit such a nun to go to the polls* 
and make laws for the loyal men of Missouri 1 
So far as I am concerned, I am not willing to 
give the right of suffrage to any Secessionist. 
I would favor the removal of such a man to 
Dixie. 

I respect Gov. GamUe as a man, a gentleman* 
a statesman, and a christian patriot I have a 
special reason to respect and love hlm« as well 
as his father before him. I sat at his feet in the 
Sabbath school; and it was his father and 
mother who- first directed my thoughts to the 
realities of the brighter world. I respect Got. 
Gkimble too much to vote for the proposidon 
now before the House. The Governor, I fully 
believe, has made up his mind in regard to re- 
signing the position he has held with so much 
credit to himself. It has been no hasty coa* 
dttsion, but a matter of mature deliberatioa» 
Snoh being my views, I shall vote against the 
proposition. 

Mr. Drakb. I think the resdndon of the 
gentleman from Jackson* if adopted, and if 
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acted upon by Oot. Qamble fATorably, brings 
upon him, in the minds of vast multitudes in 
this State, an imputation which I should be 
rery sorry to have cast upon a friend of mine, 
namely, that he had sent in his resignation 
merely to withdraw it if the Convention asked 
bim to do so. But this is not the consideration 
Ihat moves me. This resolution is an endorse- 
ment, from beginning to end, of Qov. Gamble's 
administration of the government, and, while 
I do not intend to assail that administration 
here, I take leave to say that, while Gov. Gam- 
ble and myself have been, for a quarter of a 
century, intimate friends, and while I have 
great respect for his character as a man, as a 
lawyer, and as a judge, I have seen too much 
in his administration as Governor which did 
not meet with my approval for me now, as a 
member of this Convention, to give a vote 
which declared an entire concurrence in his 
whole administration. 

Mr. Breokinridob. I came to this body 
with the fixed purpose not to vote in this Con- 
▼ention for an election of Governor unless 
some extraordinary circumstance should arise 
which seemed to require it. The circumstance 
which seemed to require it— the resignation of 
the Governor— was entirely unexpected by me 
up to the moment of the announcement con- 
tained in the message of the Governor. I have 
no means of knowing what will be the action 
of Gov. Gamble on this resolution, should it be 
carried. But I wish to offer some reasons wby 
it should be adopted. Yesterday the altema* 
tive was presented of a choice of a Governor 
by the Convention, or an election of one by the 
people. This substitute gives another choice, 
or it seems to give one, that the present incum- 
bent may be induced to retain his office and 
act fbr the brief remnant of the term for which 
he was chosen. I feel bound by my convic- 
tions, by fidelity to the purposes for which I 
am here, to support the substitute. I think it 
proper to say in reference to a remark by my 
colleague and friend, {Mi, Drake,) that I do not 
think that in voting eye on this proposition, 
tills body would vote a perfect endorsement of 
everything done by Gov. Gamble In his office. 
My opinion is this, Mr. President; it is simply, 
on our part, if adopted, the expression of a con- 
viction that, in the present condition of the State, 
in view of the droomstanoet which surround 
at, if Gov. Gamble can be induced by the re- 
spectful invitation of this Convention, to with- 
draw hit resignation, it is the best thing that 
can be d<me. I have no doubt that if aay dt- 



izen of the State of Missouri should narrowly 
examine the actions of the Bxecutive, he would 
find, now and then, things done which, if his 
own judgment had been exercised, would not 
have been done ; and perhaps I might find many 
things that, with my limited knowledge of 
the circumstances, I should not have done ; but 
I still say, that in view of all the thronging 
difficulties which have surrounded him from 
the first moment he took office down to the 
present, the Governor has manifested a wisdom, 
a patriotism, and a courage, which entitle him 
to the thanks of all loyal men in this State. 
I have tried briefly to express my views, and 
upon them I shall vote. 

Mr. Gravelly. Is it in order, I would beg 
to inquire, to offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment to the substitute ? 

The President. No, sir. 

Mr. Gravelly. I give notice, then, that al 
the proper time I will introduce the fbllowing : 

"That Gov. Gamble be requested to hold 
the office of Governor until the 17th of Novem- 
ber, 1863." 

I came here with the intention of carrying 
out the wishes of my constituents in regard to 
the election of Governor, Lieut Governor, and 
Secretary of State. All of us understood when 
these officers were appointed, that when we 
could safely do so we would submit our acts to 
the people, and allow them to elect State offi- 
cers of their own choice. When in June last» 
when we assembled here, and a motion was 
made and an ordinance presented to bring on 
the election in November, I voted for it It 
was adopted by a m^ority^ but on the next 
day it was reconsidered, and the Governor was 
requested to remain in office. It is not neces- 
sary for me to say in this Convention, or out of 
it, that I endorse the action of the Hon. H. B. 
Gamble as Governor of this State. Such a 
declaration is not needed from me. But I must 
be permitted to say with respect to my friend 
from Jackson, that his endorsement was necea- 
sary. He had no agency in putting these gen- 
tiemen in office; and when an attempt was 
made to turn them out, he was not present 

I shall, Mr. President, carry out my purpose 
of voting against the resolution, and J do so 
without intending in the slightest degree any 
imputation upon the conduct <^ the Governor. 
The loyal people of the State, whenever a 
voice has come up here, are in favor of an eleo* 
tion at the earliest prscticable moment 

Mr. Howell. I see no reason whj tiie 
Qovemor should be requested to reconsider ham 
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resignation. I fuppote the gentleman who has 
faitrodoced the amendment has no emphatic 
•pinion tiiat the Gorernor wonld resume office 
after the resignation which has been tendered 
to this Conrention. There have been some 
things in the administration that I do not en- 
tirely agree with ; but, upon the whole. I think, 
•tr, especially when we consider the circum- 
stances now pressing upon the country, that if 
Got. Gamble could be induced to resume office 
as Governor of the State, it would be the best 
dioice that could possibly be made. Got. 
Gamble, it is true, is not the choice of the rad- 
ieal, antt-slavery party in the State, nor of the 
radical secessionist party in the Slat<*. I re- 
gard him, sir, a'^ one who, by his wise and ju- 
dicious coarse, may be considered an interme- 
diate man — a man for the Constitution and for 
the Union. I believe, sir, that a great minor- 
ity of the people of the State occupy that po- 
sition. Certainly the substantial men, the men 
•f worth in the State, whose opinions arc en- 
titled to serious consideration, are not far from 
the position occupied by Gov. Gamble. Under 
all circomstances, I believe the best possible 
compromise that true, loyal men can make— 
men who desire the best interests of the coun- 
try, and who desire to put down radicalism of 
all kinds — will be to adopt the suggestion of 
the amendment For these reasons I shall 
Tote for the amendment that has been pre- 
smted, not knowing whether, in the event 
of its being carried, the Governor will respond 
flrrorably or not I believe, sir, that Gov. 
Gamble is the choice of nine out of erery ten 
men in my section of the country, eschewing, 
of course, radicals of both kinds. After this 
Convention has resumed the administration of 
ttte affiiirs of State,' and after we have so long 
gone in the right direction, I think it would be 
most unfortunate were we to risk all by a 
change of policy which thus far has worked so 
well, and with which the people g*^nerally are 
satisfied. 

Mr. BiBOH. I wish to show, Mr. President, 
how exceedingly uncharitaMe the gentleman 
from Shelby (Mr. Irwin) proved himself to be 
in his recent remarlcs. Allow me to read from 
page 28 of the journal of the proceedings of our 
lut session, seventh day : '* And I do further 
solemnly swear (or aA*m) that I have not, 
since the 17th day of December, A. D. 1861, 
mlfolly taken op arms, or levied war against 
flie United States, or against the I^visional 
Government of the State of Missouri, so help 
m% God.'' 

15 



My amendment, introduced this morning, 
was simply to get rid of that part of the ordl* 
nance which was put upon us by the distin* 
guished delegate from St Louis, (Mr. Breok* 
inridge,) and which was passed by amigority 
of only three or four in a House of sixty* 
six members. Here we have ninety, and I 
suppose it might possibly be carried. If wt 
are to indulge in this kind of unfkimess, when 
a member proposed to undo that which was 
done at our last session ; if a member is to be 
loaded with prejudice, and be marked as a fit 
subject to be bufibted in the streets, it is indeed 
time that we adjourn. 

Mr. iawiN. Our experience in my section oi 
• he country has been that those persons who 
have been in the r^el service, or engaged in 
bushwhacking, on returning home may have 
shown i*igns of penitence, and in some cases 
even brmigfat forth fruit meet for repentance | 
but no sooner did another opportunity occur, 
no sooner was another raid gotten up, than 
those very persons, in nine cases out of ten, 
engaged in it. 

Mr. PmawiTT. The Provisional Government 
of the State of Missouri is entitled lo the re- 
spect and confidence of this Convention. They 
undertook to fill those offices, sir, in times of 
trouble, and they have exercised the functions 
of those offices from that time till now with 
such satlsi actory results that they have brought 
the State of Missouri out of the diffieultiea 
which then surrounded it, and allowed tha 
State to take its place as one of the States of 
the Union. That the flag of our country Is 
still flying over us, is in a great measure due 
to the exertions of those gentlemen. It may 
b«*, sir, Ihat some of the actions of these gen- 
tlemen may be considered objectionable by 
certain members of this Convention $ but I 
never saw the man, no matter how powerful 
or noble his position, or elevated his intelleet, 
who could please every one. Should Gover^ 
nor Gamble see fit to withdraw his resigiia* 
tion, it is well ; but I am not one of those who 
profeas love for the Governor, and sliow it by 
turning him out of office. I would rather sea 
those geotlamen who pi of ess so much regard' 
and respect for the Provisional Government, 
«how it by their vote for the resolution asking 
the Governor to reUin office till 1864, and til 
his successor is duly elected. 

Mr. Haix of R. I am one of those that have 
not always been satisfied with the action of Gov. ' 
Gamble | but when I reflect upon the difficul- 
ties of his situat^oBf I feel satisfied that it was 
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impossible for any man so to have adminis- 
tered the affairs of this State as to have ^iven 
perfect satisfaction to all. When I reflect 
upon his whole course, the difficulties be has 
encountered, the trials and troubles we have 
all had, justice requires me to say fhat I be- 
lieve he has z<>alou8ly administered the affairs 
of the State accoidingto his ideas of their best 
Interests, that they have been ably adminis- 
tered, and tliat be has >hown himself to be a 
patriot, and a man of high administrative abil- 
ities. Governor Gamble accepted his office 
under the most trying circumstances. The 
Convention that deposed the Government then 
in existenc, and called upon Governor Gam- 
ble to accept it. Fat here on the most tryini:^ 
occasion I have ever experienced. It was the 
first day of the session, 1 believe, that we beard 
of the defeat at Manassas — our first defeat. 
It was- before the close of the session we heard 
of the advance of Price, who would destroy 
Lyon unless lie could be sustained, and that 
was doubtful. It was, I say, under circum- 
stances the most trying, in which every man 
felt at the time that he might be doing an act 
that would exlU him from the State, or cause 
his own death, that Governor Gamble was in- 
duced to accept that position. 

We all know, too, his has been a most labo* 
rioiis office ; but when be comes to consider 
the consequences th'it will ensue on our thi ow- 
ing ibis question before the people, I believe 
he may, on our application, be induced to re- 
consider the subject. What the people want 
at this time is repo^^e ; we have beeu iu a t^tate 
ot commotion for two years. Society is now 
begiuing to set'le itself) the people are begin 
ing to realize their condition ; their eyea are 
being opened to all the consequencei', and there 
is a desire, a settled, universal desire for re- 
pose. The very idea of opening up this ques- 
tion in the form of an election, isgoii g to pro- 
duce an anxiety and alarm as to the conse- 
qi«ence8 that will make everv one regret that 
he should have come to this determination. If 
we can induce Governor Gamble to continue 
in office, he will add to the favors which I be- 
lisve h^ has conferred upon the State by ac- 
cepting it'befoie. 

Mr. Bush. I regret, deeply regret, the gen- 
tlemen Cdnnot treat the question on principle, 
and on principle only, devoid of personal 
grounds. A year ago, the question of continu. 
ing the Provisional Government was l>efbre us. 
I voted then that it should not be continned 
upon the same principles, as I will now vote 



against any resolution tending to a continu- 
ance of the same. Then no voice was raised 
against Gov. Gamble, neither from what yoa 
call radicals nor fW>m others ; and it is not now 
in consequence of any clamy or censure that I' 
vote against this resolution. " On the long list 
of champions of human freedom there is not 
one name dimmed by the reproadi of advocat- 
ing the extension of executive authority. On 
the contrary, the uniform and steady purpose 
of all such champions has been to limit and 
restrain it." If this is not your purpose, it 
shall be mine at least ; if this sounds radical 
in your ears, I will name the radical who laid 
it — it is your great Daniel Webster. In this 
spirit I acted a year ago ; and now, when the 
people loudly express the demand to give them 
back the right to choose their own rulers, and 
ask you to act in the spirit of constitational 
liberty, will you refUse it? The Governor 
may or may not have committed any of the 
acts charged upon him by many of my friendi 
and constituents ; he may or may not have de- 
served their displeasure or disapproval— it 
matters not I do not join in the clamor of tbe 
press, but I do join tliem in their just demand 
to return to the people their legitimate right— 
the right of selecting their executive offlcen 
themselves. 

But objections are made on the groond of 
policy. It is claimed that a fair election cannot 
be ht-ld. This objection, coming from gentle- 
men who have themselves been candidates for 
office under the same restrictions and difiknl- 
ties which now surround the ballot-box —com- 
ing from the gentleman from Clinton, who only 
last year complained Jhat "this Convention had 
voted him out of the canvass for Governor," or 
from the gentleman from Baudolph, who wu 
returned to Congress by such an unfair elec- 
tion — have but little weight with me. But 
my honorable colleague from St Louis (Mr. 
Gantt) fears that it may be dangerous to order 
an election to be held in November next, when 
it might be possible — though the chances were 
only one in fifty -• that Gen. Grant's army be* 
fore Yicksbnrg would be defeated, and our 
State be imperilled in consequence thereot 
While I trust that the wish is not father of that 
thought ; nay, while I myself admit the possi- 
bility of such a calamity, I will remind the gen- 
tleman, that, after the defeat before Richmond, 
to which he alluded, important elections were 
nevertheless held by the people in Maryland 
and Kentucky, and that we are about to hold 
in this State a general election for the Judi* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



165 



ciiirj. I am sanguine of the final fall of 
Vicksburg, and I am fearless of any serious 
military interference, or of any other disturb- 
ance, in our midst. Part of tliese complaints 
have already been refuted by others who 
addressed you before me, and there is rea- 
son to l)elieye that they will not recur. Fur- 
thermore, I cannot believe that the wisdom 
of the present Executive would permit him to 
yield to the wishes expressed in this resolution 
against the vote of some of his truest friends, 
and Against the almost unanimous desire of the 
people. I consider this resolution, therefore, 
at variance with our duty as their representa- 
tives, at variance with the principles of liberty, 
and at variance with good policy. 

Mr. Broadhbad. Though I am well satis- 
fied that Gov. Gamble will not assent to the 
request contained in that proposition, I never- 
theless intend, as it had been introduced, to 
Tote for it. It is a question whether this Con- 
vention will or will not endorse the adminis- 
tration of Gov. Gamble. Now, sir, taking into 
consideration the troubled times through which 
we have passed, I am willing to say that there 
is no man within the limits of the State who 
could have given such general satisfaction as 
Gov. Gamble has. He has performed his du- 
ties, during these trying times, as became a 
true patriot and an honest man. He assumed 
tlie gubernatorial function at a time when we 
did not know whether the force of circum- 
stances, following the disaster at Manassas, 
would not throw Missouri into the power of 
tha secessionists. It was under such threaten- 
ing danger that Gov. Gamble assumed the dis- 
charge of his duties ; and it is a fact tliat should 
secure for him the gratitude of every loyal 
man, that he has, in the administration of the 
a£birs of the State, divested himself of all pre- 
judices, as fkr as it is possible for intelligent 
humanity to do. 

Mr. CoMiHOO. It would doubtless be highly 
complimentary to Gov. Gamble to get the vote 
contemplated ; and it is possible that, after the 
expression of a desire of that sort on the part 
of the Convention, he may resolve not to ac- 
cept the position again ; yet if the wishes of 
the Convention were urged upon him, together 
with the reasons which have been advanced 
here, he might, on sober second thought, con- 
clude to accept it. I have no doubt myself 
that Gov. Gamble may have committed errors ; 
if he had not, he would have a better head and 
heart than any man it has ever been my good 
fortune to meet with ; and if we wait till we 



meet with the man incapable of committing 
errors, we shall never give a complimi>ntary 
vote to any man, whatever his services to his 
country may have been. 

I offer it, in furtlier view of the absolute ne- 
cessity of his retaining his position, if he would 
avoid the risk of seeing our State convulsed 
with civil strife. 

Mr. Drake. Do I understand the gentle- 
man from Jackson to say that Lieut. Gov. 
Hall would be unable to prevent civil commo- 
tion in this State 1 

Mr. CoMiNGO. No, sir. What I intended 
to convey was, that an election in tlie State 
would produce convulsion, which Lieut Got. 
HhU could not prevent. The people of the 
State are now, to a considerable extent, quiet ; 
but if an election is ordered, and some ar« 
excluded from voting, it is likely to produce 
convulsion throughout the whole commu- 
nity. 

Mr. Foster. The journals of this Conven- 
tion show that I assisted in the election of 
Governor Gamble, Lieut. Gov. Hall, and the 
Secretary of State. Now, sir, upon a proposi- 
tion to compliment Gov. Gamble, I could will- 
ingly do so; but when it comes to compU- 
roenting the Governor at the expense of the 
people of Missouri, then I am not disposed to 
do it I differ with the honorable gentleman 
from St Louis (Mr. Breckinridge). I admire 
the generalship of the enemies of an election, 
but I do not admire the object they seek to 
accomplish — that is, to pass a »ub$iituiefir a 
substitute. I do not belive, Mr. President, that 
the mover or supporters really intend it as a 
compliment to Gov. Gamble, but simply to kill 
the substitute. If this is carried, of course it 
disposes of the substitute ; and what comes of 
the proposition to submit the election to the 
people ? Of course tliat is the end of it I 
repeat, I respect Gov. Gamble ; but I am not 
dbposed, sir, to compliment him, when, by so 
doing, I deny the people the right of election. 
Gov. Gamble, I suppose, deliberately comes to 
the conclusion that he cannot serve the State 
any longer in the capacity of Governor. I do 
not see, sir, how I can consistently ask him to 
withdraw his resignation. 1 did not a»k him 
to resign ; I am not going to ask the Lieut. 
Governor, or any other officer, to resign ; but 
if they do resign, I shall not ask them to with- 
draw their resignation. As I am in favor of 
the election being submitted to the people at 
the earliest practicable moment, I feel it to be 
my duty to oppose eyei^thing that propoaef 
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to thwart that measure, and this is one means 
of beating it off, if it can be beaten at all. 

I am not going to argue whether Gov. Gam- 
ble has performed all his duties well or not 
Were I disposed so to do, I should perhaps en- 
dorse his course in the main. I do not feel that 
I am called upon to pass upon that n6w. The 
question for us to determine is whether this 
election shall go to the people or not ; and I 
cannot regard it other than an unfair waj of 
disposing of it, on the part of this body. It is 
a dodge, instead of a vote upon the main ques- 
tion. I am desirous of putting the question 
square, and having a vote for or against hold- 
ing the election. I do not desire any side issues 
to be lugged in. Let gentlemen stand before 
the country and before the whole world upon 
tliis question either for or against an election. 

Mr. Shackelford. I cannot remain silent 
when my colleague is assailed, as is being done 
at the present time. I feel I owe a duty to him 
and his constituents, and to the western portion 
of the State of Missouri, not to allow him to be 
tried here, and condemned for inability,' or in- 
capacity, or unfaithfuiness to the government 
of the State of Missouri, by the passage of such 
an amendment to the resolution as that now 
before this body. It as much as says ** Lieut. 
Govei nor Hall is not competent to fill the office 
of Governor between this period and that which 
intervenes till election day." I do not believe 
it, sir. I have the fullest confidence in the 
ability of Lieut. Governor Hall, and in his in- 
tegrity, and that for the length of time he may 
serve into his term, I believe that Lieut. Gov. 
Hall is as well qualified to fill the position as 
the Hon. H. R. Gamble himself. lam unwill- 
ing to have him thus indirectly impeached. If 
gentlemen here wish to vote in favor of this 
proposition ; if they wish to indirectly say that 
Lieut. Governor Hall is not capable of filling the 
office of Governor, and of executing the laws, 
and acting as Commander-in-Chief of the Un- 
ion forces of this State, let them do it, and take 
the responsibility. I shall not do so by my 
vote. 

Mr. HiTOHoocK. In view of the remarks of 
one or two gentlemen, t desire to state why I 
vote against the resolution. First, it Is argued 
that it is necessary that Gov. Gamble should 
change his position, and therefore the Conven- 
tion ought to ask hinr lo do it; and, secondly, 
it is argued by gentlemen who take that ground 
Ihat, unless this resolution is voted for, it is 
equivalent to a vote of censure on Gov. Gam- 
ble. Ab to the first, I am peribctiy satisfied 



that Gov. Gamble will not withdraw his resig- 
nation ; and therefore I shall not go through 
the empty ceremony of doing that which I know 
beforehand will be useless. In the second place, 
I greatly condemn that style of argument based 
on *' personal" motives. I have before ezprest- 
ed my conviction of the utter impropriety of 
that style of argument upon this floor. I shall 
not fear, when there are sufficient reasons to 
justify, to censure the seeming injustice of «ny 
man ; nor shall I, on a like occasion, withhold 
my, praise. I am not here, however, to praiae 
or censure any man; but I object to, and I 
shall certainly vote against, this side issue, 
which does not mean what it purports to l>e. 

One gentleman has expressed, by something 
more than insinuation, that any one who votes 
against this resolution, — no matter what hit 
professed reasons may be, — was, in an under- 
hand manner, disparaging Gov. Gamble's ad- 
ministration. I deny it I desire to say, from 
my knowledge of him, that I know no man so 
fitted to be Governor of Missouri as the Hon. 
H. R. Gamble. I am willing, from the sin- 
cerest conviction, to pay him the highest and 
warmest compliments for his unswerving loy- 
ftlty, guided by an uncommon wisdom in his 
administration ; but J am unwilling to give a 
vote that will be but an empty compliment, and 
I will not be drawn into side issues, and shall 
therefore vote no. 

Mr. Sayrb. The gentleman from St Louis 
has indulged in very positive remarks; but I 
presume it is only an opinion he expresses 
here. He does not think Gov. Gamble will 
withdraw his resignation; but 1 am of opinion 
he has no ground for saying anything of the 
kind. Gov. Gamble owes a duty to this Com- 
monwealth ; and, although he has tendered his 
resignation, I believe he would withdraw it if 
earnestly requested, in view of the troubles 
with which we are now threatened. I shall 
vote for the substitute. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. There is no one 
more ready to protect and vindicate the repu- 
tation of any officer of the State than I am ; 
and the Lieut Governor I esteem as highly as 
one brother can another, and would protect 
him, when necessary, with all zeal. I will 
state, however, if Willard P. Hall were now 
consulted, I know he would earnestly wish that 
we should adopt this resolution. 

Mr. Sol Smith. I suppose there is not a 
man in this Convention that has a higher esti- 
mation of Gov. Gamble than myself ; but I am 
not in the habit of paying compliments ; and at 
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I conceiye this yote, if carried, would be noth- 
ing but an empty compliment, and as I know 
the GoTernor is not fond of that article, I vote 
no. 

The Prbsidbnt. It is well known to this 
body that T hare been a member of this Con- 
vention from its commencement ; that I con- 
curred in the deposition of Jackson from office, 
and that I voted for Gov. Gamble and Lieut. 
Gov. Hall ; and I have approved of their ad- 
ministration from the flrst to the last, in the 
main, on all the great principles on which they 
have been called to act from time to time. My 
constituencs, however, have instructed me to 
go for an election, and if T give this vote I sub- 
•tantially say that T am opposed to an election, 
and thus disobey their instruction ; because, if 
this amendment is adopted, there will probably 
be no election. It is with very great regret I 
give this vote, because it may be misconstrued ; 
bat I have undertaken to serve my constitu- 
ents at this session of the Convention, and to 
lay aside personal feelings where it conflicts 
with my duty to my constituents. My indi- 
vidaal opinion is that there ought to be no 
election at this time; but under the circum- 
stances I have explained, I am compelled to 
Tote no. 

Upon the question of the adoption of Mr. 
Comin^o's amendment, the ayes and noes were 
as follows: 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Bartlett^Bass^Bast, 
Breckinridse, Calhoun, Cayce, Comingo, 
Deal, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., 
Dunn, Duvall, Frnyser, Flood, Gantt, 
Gorin, Hall of R., Holmes, How, Howell, 
Jamison, Johnson, Lonj?, Matson, McDow- 
ell, McFerran, Moss, Moxley, Norton, Phil- 
lips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ritchey, 
Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford of II., 
Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, Vanbus- 
kirk. Waller, Welch, Woodson, and Wool- 
folk— 47. 

Nobs — Messrs. Baker, Birch, Bogy, 
Bridge, Bushu. Drake of St. L., Eiizen, 
Foster, (Jravelly, Hii^choock, Holt, Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, 
Linton, Marvin, McClurs?, McCormack, Mc- 
Lean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Rankin, Ray, 
Sohofield, Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Stewart, Walker and Mr. 
President— 34. 

The amendment was therefore adopted. 

Mr. Drake. 1 move that the whole subject 
be lai i upon the table. 

Mr. Yahbuskirr. If a vacancy does occur 
for Governor, I am in favor of an election by 
the peopi**. In my judgment it would be well 
for Governor Gamble to continue in office for 



the term for which he was appointed, that is, 
to November, 1864; and if he can be induced 
to exercise the functions of his office till that 
time, I am in favor of his doing so. 

On the motion to lay the whole matter on (he 
table, the vote resulted as follows: 

AvES — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bast, Bo^y, Bush, Deal, Drake of St. L., 
Dunn, Eit'zen, Hitchcock, Holt, Irwin, Is- 
bell, Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Lin- 
ton, Marvin, MciMurg, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Noell, Rankin, Ray, Schofield, 
Scott, Shackelford of St. L.. Smith of L., 
Smith of St. L., Stewart, find Walker — 34. 
NoEK — Messrs. Bass, Birch, Breckin- 
ridge, Brortdhead, Bridge, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Comingo, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of 
M., Duvall, Frnyser, Flood, Gantt, Gorin, 
Gravelly, Hall oIF R., How, Howell, Jami- 
son, Johnson, Long, Matson, McCormack, 
McDowell, McFerran, Moss, Moxley, Nor- 
ton, Phillips, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, Sajre, Shackel- 
ford of H., Shanklin, Sheeley, Yanbuskirk, 
Waller, Woodson, Woolfolk,'^and Mr. Pres- 
ident — 46. 

Mr. Gravcllt. I propose to amend the 
RubstitTite by striking out ** 1864," and insert- 
ing "1863 '» 

Mr. Drake. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The vote on adopting the amendment resulted 
as follows : Ayes, 34 5 noes, 47. 

The President. The question now is on 
the adoption of the substitute. 

Mr. Drake. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The vote on adopting the substitute resulted 
as follows: Ayes, 51 ; noes, 29. 

Mr. Vanbuskirk. I beg to offVr an ordi- 
nance entitled "An ordinance to appropriate 
$14,000 to defray the expenses of the Conven. 
tion.*' In reference to the amount, I desire 
to state that the appropriation made at the last 
Convention of $12,000, lacked about $1,500 of 
the amount needed to pay the members. I 
have spoken with several members, and it is 
thought that the appropriation asked for will 
be about the proper amount. 

The ordinance was read a first time, when, 
the rule being suspended, it was read a second 
and third time and adopted. 

Mr. Moss. I desire to offer -the following- 
resolution : 

Resolved^ That this Convention will pass 
no ordinance of Emancipation without first 
obtaining a pledge from the President of 
the United States that in the event of the 
passage of such an ordinance it shall be 
respected and carried out in good faith by 
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all Federal aathorities in Missouri and 
elsewhere. 

Mr. President, I offer this resolution in ad- 
vance of any action of the Convention upon 
the repoit of the CommiMee on Emancipation, 
for the reason that the object to be attained by 
said resolution is preliminary to any action 
upon that subject. I feel that, under ordinary 
circumstances, it would be considered as un- 
becoming the representatives of a free people 
in a sovereign State, assembled for the purpose 
of determining great questions of State ptflicy, 
to be asking for a guarantee from the President 
of the Federal Government to insure a respect- 
ful observance of the action of the State by 
the Federal authorities. Yet, Mr. President, 
such is the condition of affdirs brought about 
by this revolution, that without the full and 
faithful co-operation of Federal and State 
authorities in the effort to carry out the work 
of this Convention for any system of gradual 
emancipation, the whole affair will prove a 
disgraceful farce, a practical nullity ; and, sir, 
since the President has felt it to be his duty 
not only to recommend, but to urge this ques- 
tion of emancipation upon the people of 
Missouri, it is highly proper that be should, in 
an authoritative form, give them an assurance 
that any ordinance of gradual emancipation 
shall he faithfully carried out by the Federal 
authorities. 1 am not an emancipationist; 
and among my constituents there are but few, 
if any, emancipationists. In regard to the 
theory of emancipation without compensation, 
whether it be immediate or gradual, the 
principle is the same. It is wrong, and can 
only be defended upon the giound of necessity; 
and this argument is now used by the friends 
of the gradual system to induce men repre- 
senting slave owners to come to its support. 
We ate told that we will by this means restore 
peace to the State, and give permanency to the 
institution of slavery during the limited period 
fixed by the ordinance of emancipation. If 
this be true, Mr. President, it would be some- 
thing saved from the general wreck which 
must inevitably be made of the institution of 
slavery in Missouri, if the destroyers who ai e 
now making war upon it are to be left unre- 
strained in their work of destruction ^ and 
whiNt I believe, with my constituent!!!, that the 
proper ttai%u of the negro, when be comes in 
contact with the white man, is slavery, and 
that any system of emancipation without full 
compensation is wrong, and nothing short of 
robbery, yet, firmly impressed with the belief 



that the institution will be utterly overthrown 
without some change in the administration of 
aff^airs in Missouri, I should like to see some 
plan suggested which would give security to 
slave property even for the limited period of 
thirteen years, the time recommended by the 
report of the committee. But, sir, I must be 
pardoned by the advocates of emancipation for 
insisting upon having the whole programme 
fully understood and agreed upon before I can 
think about giving my support to the measure. 
Let us analyze this matter — go into the de- 
tails — ^and see what difficulties are to be sur- 
mounted. In the first place, if an ordinance of 
gradual emancipation is passed, are we to have 
the active, aflarmative aid of the Federal sol- 
diery in defending and protecting our rights to 
slave property? The object and purpose of 
an army is to give protection to the persons 
and the property of the citizens. Now, when 
a slave runs away from his master, and takes 
refuge in the camp of the Federal army, is he 
to be enlisted as a soldier, or returned to his 
master ? In other words, is the entire Federal 
programme to be altered in Missouri ? Are 
the Provost Marshals, and straggling soldiers, 
passing tlirough the country, to be permitted 
to pass upon the loyalty of the slaveholder, and 
rob him of his slave property, if they decide 
him to be disloyal? Or, are we to have these 
questions settled by regular trial before a legal 
tribunal t We are told by the friends of the 
measure that the slaveholder will be permitted 
to remove his property from this State, and 
dispose of it. That, sir, will be a great change 
in the programme, as I can state of my own 
personal knowledge. I had occasion, some 
weeks since, during the administration of Mar- 
shal Dick, to apply for permission for a loyal 
friend to take his slaves from Missouri to the 
State of Kentucky. After the evidence of loy- 
alty had been introduced, and the Assistant 
Provost Marshal had heard the statements of 
the owner and other gentlemen present in re- 
gard to the willingness of tlie slaves to go with 
their master; the owner was informed that the 
testimony was not sufficient, and that the Pro- 
vost Marshal must have an interview with the 
negroes. I did not see the permit, or pass, made 
out ; but if one was given, from what 1 heard 
and saw, I presume it was a written permissioa 
for the negro to take his master to Kentucky. 
The impression made upon my mind in regau*d 
to the policy of the late military government in 
Missouri, on the negro, was that the fortunes 
of that individual were in the ascendant ; that. 
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in the great game of chance goiog on between 
him and his master, the negro was holding all 
the face cards, and would soon show out by 
honors. I am told that there has been a change 
under the new dynasty, and that the honors 
are now easy. It is true that a few irregulari- 
ties are still practised, such as permitting the 
slaves of loyal owners to enlist in the army, 
&c.; but the friends of gradual emancipation 
insist that if their programme shall be adopted 
all this will stop, and we will haye perfect con- 
trol and possession of our slaves for the period 
fixed; and that a gentleman will actually be 
permitted to order his boy Sam to black his 
boots, without first inquiring whether it will be 
convenient for him to do so. But, sir, my two 
radical friends from St. Louis (Judge Breckin- 
ridge and Mr. Drake) take a very different 
Tiew of this question ; and Mr. Drake especial- 
ly notifies us that he intends to make uncom- 
promising warfare on slavery until it shall be 
destroyed, root and branch ; and further gives 
ns the information that this Convention was 
not called to deliberate upon the expediency of 
emancipation, but to make war on slavery. If 
snch is the fact, I would like to know it. Gov. 
Gambit called the Convention. He and his 
fiends are the advocates of gradual emancipa- 
tion; but if they are in league with Mr. Drake 
and his friends, and if this gradual emancipa- 
tion scheme is but part and parcel of the grand 
programme of operations for the immediate and 
ntter annihilation of slavery, I should like to 
know it. But perhaps my friends Breckinridge 
and Drake are not authorized to speak author- 
itatively on this question. I see from the pa- 
pers that they are announced as having, polit- 
ically speaking, departed this life; and as I 
have a superstitious awe of ghosts, I will not 
attempt to raise the dead by any further inter- 
rogatories ; but if I should desire to have fur- 
ther counsel with them, I will get friend Bush, 
through the medium of spiritual influence, to 
resurrect their political shades. 

Mr. President, I have been urged to support 
this emancipation movement as a Union and 
peace measure. I, sir, am a Union man, be- 
Kering that its preservation or restoration can- 
not be purchased too dearly. No sacrifice with- 
in the boands of honor and reason can be de- 
manded of me that I will not grant to procure 
that end. But, sir, I do not believe the destruc- 
tion of slavery to be necessary to that end ; but, 
on the contrary, that a continued warfare upon 
the institution will procrast'nate, and, I fear, 
defeat the possibility of accomplishing the de- 



sired end. But, sir, while these are my views, 
and whilst I differ widely with those who are 
now administering the affoirs of this Govern- 
ment in regard to matters of civil and military 
policy, yet I do not expect to desert the Got- 
ernment and become a traitor to my country. 
No maladministration on the part of public of- 
ficers can drive me to this. I will bide my 
time, in the hope of rescuing the Government 
from their control at the ballot-box. And, sir, 
I will state, whilst on the sul^ectof Union and 
peace m^a«ures, that a vigorous prosecution of 
the war, with one million and a half of soldiers 
in the field, accompanied with offers of protec- 
tion to Southern institution'^, with a full resto- 
ration to the citizen of all his rights of property 
and person, will accomplish more than all your 
acts of emancipation, and will finally end in a 
a restoration of the Union. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, I will just say 
to the friends of g^dual emancipation, if tliey 
have a proposition which has any merit in it, 
and the President of the United States will 
give vitality to it by his pledge to see it carried 
out by those under his control, we who repre- 
sent slaveholders can go home and try and re- 
concile them to their fate. This pledge of the 
President must come officially and publicly. 
He has thought it to be his duty, in an official 
address, to urge emancipation upon our people ; 
and it 's just and right that we should know 
what aid we are to expect from him in the ef- 
fort to preserve and maintain our right to slave 
property during the limited period at the expi- 
ration of which we are to part with it forever. 

Mr. BaoADHEAD. If the gentleman seriously 
desires the President of the United States to 
pledge himself to any definite course of acMon 
in connection wi'h the state of afi^airs in Mis- 
souri, then he has taken the very course to 
prevent it. I can assure the gentleman from 
Clay, that when he orders Sam to black his 
boots, and he don't do it, the military will 
scarcely force Sam to perform the job. I move 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. Hall of R. Will the gf ntleman with- 
draw his motion, or move to refer the matter 
to a committee of five ? 

Mr. BsoADHEAD. I cBunot withdraw it for 
that purpose. The question is that unless cer- 
tain pledges are made, certain gentlemen will 
not vote for gradual emancipation. I think 
such a rourse is not proper. 

Mr. Dbakb. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The result was — ayes, 43; noes, 29. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of R., a committee 
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consisting of Messrs. Hall, Allen^ and Shank* 
lin, were appointed to wait upon the Governor 
and inform him of the passage of the resolu- 
tion iDTiting him to withdraw his resignation. 

[Mr. Gantt offered here "An ordinance 
on the subject of the election of Judges of the 
Supreme Court/' accompanying it with some 
remarks, but the MSS. failed to reach the piint- 
er in time for insertion.] 

Mr. Sayeb. I wish to give notice of an or- 
dinance I propose to introduce to-morrow, en- 



titled ^^ An ordinance appropriating $dO,000 
for the relief of the sick and wounded soldiers 
of Missouri.^ 

Mr. fiRECKiNmiDOB called the attention of 
the Convention to the request of the h'ecretary 
of the Methodist Sunday School, for the use of 
the Hall for the purpose of a concert and ez- 
hlbttion, which, after a few words of explana- 
tion, was put to a vote and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Breckineidoe, the Con- 
vention adjourned to Wednesday, at 9 o'clock 

A. M. 



IN T H DAY. 



Jefferson City, 
Wednesday, June 24, 1863. 

Convention met at 9 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Booy, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. Stewart presented a resolution to the 
efibct that the Convention do adjourn without 
day, but, on leave, withdrew it. 

Mr. WsLOH presented a petition from the 
loyal citizens of Johnson county, asking the 
Convention to reinstate Gov. Gamble until 
the reguUr election of 1864, or until such time 
as a fair el^on could be held throughout the 
State. 

Mr. Bogy presented a petition from citizens 
of St. Fran9ois county, asking the Convention 
to provide by ordinance for payment of the 
enrolling officers of the State, no provision 
having been mad** by the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Boov, the petition was 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Bogy, Smith of St. L., and Scott. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the regular or- 
der was suspended, and leave given to pre- 
sent tlio report of the committee appointed 
to take into consideration the case of James 
Proctor Knott, as follows : 

^^ The committee appointed to take into 
oonsidoration the resolution offered re- 
specting the vacating of the seat of the 
Hon. James PrQotor Knott, Delegate to this 
body from the 27th Senatorial District, re- 
spectfully report — 



^^ That it appears to be true, witbout any 
doubt or contradiction, that the Hon. James 
Proctor Knott attended the meeting of this 
body held in July, 1861, and has attended 
no other held since tha^ time ; that two ses- 
sions of this Convention have been held in 
that interval ; that due notice was given of 
each session, and that Mr. Knott was not 
charged with any public duties which 
could furnish an excuse for his absence; 
that he was in Missouri in October, 1861; 
that shortly thereafter he removed to Ken- 
tucky with his family, avowing his purpose 
to return to Missouri when peace should be 
restored, but not before. 

^^Your committee are of opinion thut 
such conduct is a virtual abdication on the 
part of Mr. Knott of his duties as a Dele- 
gate to this Convention, and that his seat 
ought to be declared vacant, and report 
back the resolution recommending its 
adoption.^' 

Mr. Stewart. I agree with the sentiment 
of the resolution, that Mr. Knott's seat should 
be declared vacant Mr. Knott was a man of 
genius and ability, and the highest offices of 
the State might have been open to him. 

The report was agreed to» and the resolutioa 
adopted. 

Mr. Shith of Linn presented an ordinance 
entitled "An ordinance establishing the County 
of Lyon," which, on his motion, was referred 
to a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Smith of Linn, Marvin, and Rowland. 
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Mr. Doniphan offered the following rep- 
amble and resolution on the subject of the 
school funds of the State : 

*^ Whbrbas the moneys belonging to the 
cause of public education were taken under 
the direction of the late Claiborne F. Jack- 
son for the purpose of arming such portions 
of this State as he could induce to join in 
the rebellion^ for the sole reason and with 
the desire that Missouri should be recreant 
and join the so-called Southern Confedera- 
oj ; and whereas the cause of education of 
the joong is all-important, and as ignorance 
of the laws is no excuse for crime under 
them ; therefore, 

« Resolved, That it is the duty of the 
State to return to the General Superintend- 
ent of Puhlic Schools the moneys so taken 
as speedily as possible, and with this view 
only we recommend that the next Legisla- 
ture pass the necessary laws for this pur^ 
pose.'* 

The resolution was passed over informally. 

The special order for this morning, namely, 
the report of the Committee on Emancipation, 
was here ordered to be taken up. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I beg to offer an amend- 
ment. I move to strike out " 1876," and insert 
" 1870." 

I came here to assist in passing an act of 
emancipation, but I grant it cannot be done 
without thb manifestation of a spirit of com- 
promise. 8ome gentlemen here have fixed 
their minds on 1876, others on 1864. I take 
the medium between those dates. Unless we 
can agree upon a date, we cannot agree upon 
anything. It is with a view of ascertaining 
tlie sense of the Convention, in respect to the 
possible date at which emancipation can be 
consummated, that I introduce the motion at 
this time ; and I deem it eminently proper to 
have an expression of the Convention on the 
subject. 

Mr. Drake. Would it be in order, Mr. 
President, to offer to amend that by striking 
oat " 1870," and inserting the ''first of Jan- 
uary, 1864"? 

The Prbsidbnt. I think not, sir. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. Would it not be better to 
ascertain the sense of the Convention, by tak- 
ing a vote on the earlier period named, and lett 
other dates be voted on afterwards ? 

The Pbbsidbnt. The gentleman from St. 



IfOnis may reach his object by offering to amend 
the amendment. 

Mr. Drakb. Not exactly. I do not think 
it will do any harm to allow the earlier dates 
to be passed upon first. I ask my colleague to 
withdraw his motion temporarily, in order that 
we may try an earlier date. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. If an ordinance of eman* 
cipation is to be passed at all, 1 believe we 
shall come, eventually, to the date I have 
named. I think if the vote were taken now, 
we might, in a spirit of compromise, agree on 
this date. I go in for giving and taking, and 
so I have been advised to do by other gentlemen 
in whose judgment I have great confidence, 
who, I know, have this object at heart as 
much as I have. I will not, however^ stand 
in the way of my friend and colleague from St 
Louis ; at the same time I must say, without 
intending anything personal or offensive, thai 
there are radicals here who seem determined 
not to give their assent to any date I call rea- 
sonable. Now, I want it understood tliat if I 
consent to withdraw my amendment tempo* 
rarily, for the purpose of allowing an earlier 
date to be introduced, I do it in the spirit of 
compromise,' and that the work we have set 
for ourselves may be accomplished without 
unnecessary delay, and with the understand- 
ing that I shall vote against all dates that are 
offered until we come to that which I can con** 
scientfously adopt 

Motion withdrawn. 

Mr. Dbakb. I propose to amend the second 
section of the report of the Committee on 
Emancipation, by striking out " 1876," and 
inserting the /* 1st of January, 1864." 

I desire to state to the Convention that it is 
not my purpose, after receiving such courteous 
and patient attention on the morning of the 
second day of the Convention, upon the gene- 
ral aspects of this question of emancipation, to 
trespass upon their time now with a repetition 
of my views. 

I oflfer that amendment, sir, I confess, with 
little anticipation of its being adopted, after 
what I have seen and heard ; but I wish that 
every stage and step of this great transaction 
should be recorded, that it may be known who 
it is hce that desires to bring this matter to 
an end at the earliest possible moment, and 
who it is that labors to prevent it. I will 
simply repeat, sir, my conviction of the infinite 
importance to the people of Missouri, in the 
present and the future, of adopting an ordi- 
nance of emancipation in this State at the ear- 
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liest practicaUe moment I submit the amend- 
ment to the Conrention, and desire, sir, when 
a vote is taken upon it, that the ayes and noes 
max ^ recorded. 

Mr. BiKCH. To a correct appreciation of 
the reasons upon which f shall continue to op- 
pose the adoption of any measure which sbaU 
divest the people of their slave property with- 
out their "consent" or without paying them 
therefor the fair and full " equivalent " which 
is guaranteed in the Constitution, it will be suf- 
ficient to inquire, firstly, wliat it is that has 
been handed down to us by our ancestors or 
purchased with our toil ? And, secondly, have 
we so misdemeaned ourselves that we should be 
driven into other lands if we would continue 
to eigoy it ? I am of course aware how irk- 
some and inefifective all argument may become 
to those who would destroy whatever is as- 
1 omed to stand in the way of political combina- 
Ham which look to the fruitions of political 
ambition; but upon the eve of a decision which 
I no longer expect to* change, it may at least 
be pardonable to recur to the fundamental con- 
siderations upon which I shall rely to justify 
the record of all my votes. I shall do this in 
no factious spirit— with no expectation, as al- 
ready denoted, of averting the "doom" which 
it has become fashionable to concur in with re- 
spect to an institution which we were elected 
to "protect" — but in the hope which now alone 
remains to me, and which is, that so fiir as it 
may depend upon our action here, it shall be 
at last decentijf entombed for the sake of what it 
has been, instead of being falsely epitaphed for 
what it has not been. 

Arraigned here in debate as " the great crim- 
inal which has caused the rebellion," and 
which should therefore be consigned to ** im- 
mediate execution," if I shall be able to dem- 
onstrate that this count in tlie anti-slavery in- 
dictment is the very reverse of truth, the extinc- 
tion of the institution must needs be predicated 
upon other ground<« than those of "immediate 
necessity. My argument will consequently be 
" in order" upon the pending amendment, and 
my references will be appropriate to my argu- 
ment. 1 proceed, therefore, to reply to my 
first inquiry in the light of the Constitutions 
we have all sworn to support, reading, for that 
purpose, from the first article of the ninth sec- 
tion of the Constitution pf the United States, as 
follows : 

Sec. 9. — Art. 1. The migration or importa- 
tion of such persons as any of the States now 
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not 



be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 
one thousand eight hundred and eight, bnt a 
tax or duty may be imposed upon sucli importa- 
tion not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

It is thus seen, that whatever difference of 
opinion may have existed amongst ''the (a- 
thers," it was finally and formally agreed that 
during the succeeding twenty years (from 1787 
to 1808,) the States should retain the right to 
supply themselves as they had previoaily done 
— paying a tax or duty (should Congress enact 
one) upon such importations as were necessary 
to supply the institution of slavery, just at 
they might have to pay upon the property 
deemed necessary for other institutions, or (if 
you please) coming into competition with other 
institutions. It is of course sufficient to add, 
that out of the " persons " thus and previously 
imported, has g^own the present population of 
more than four million of slaves; and that 
whatever of immorality or of wrong may be 
alleged against the origin of the institution, 
the framers of the Constitution were either un- 
able to perceive it, or regarded its abolition as 
Involving a greater li\)ury than its oonservatum. 
For the sake of " the Union," therefore, they 
may be said to have compromised with it upon 
such terms as to expand it to its present dimen- 
sions ; and that in this State, in order to render 
it secure against such temporary ebullitions of 
popular clamor as might otherwise be brought 
to bear upon it, it was constitutionally guaran- 
teed, as follows : 

Sec. 26.--Art. 2. The General ^ssembly 
shall have no power to pass laws, 

First f For the emancipation of slaves, with- 
out the consent of their owners, or without 
paying them, before such emancipation, a full 
equivalent for such slaves so emancipated ; and 

Second, To prevent bona Jide emigrants to 
this State, or actual settlers therein, from br ng- 
ing from any of the United States, or from any 
of their Territories, such persons as may there 
be deemed to be sUves, so long as any persons 
of the same description are allowed to be held 
as slaves by the laws of the Sate. 

If I have comprehended aright the postulate 
involved in the remarks of the distinguished 
delegate from St Louis, (Mr. BreckinridgeJ 
it was that the patriotism of the sUve owners 
themselves must be relied upon to bear the 
losses incident to emancipation, as well ia 
view of the necessity which existed for putting 
down the institution as an abettor of the rM- 
lion, as because it would so greatly augment 
the revenues of the State to have it at once 
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*Jfree,*^ Now, I suppose, sir, that the yery re- 
verse of this was the theory of our fachers who 
made the CoostitiitiOD, which we propose to 
disregard. I suppose it was intended by them 
to at least so far putranty the institution of do- 
mestic slavery to those who then were, and to 
all who might thereby be induced to become, 
slave farmers, (as many of us are,) as that we 
should never be divested of such property, un- 
til it came to be seen that a change to the ex- 
clusive "free labor" system would sufficiently 
promote the tax-paying capacity and prosper- 
ity of the State, to render it able and willing to 
pay a " full equivalent for the slaves so emanci- 
pated." So much, Mr. President, for the dif- 
ference between us in respect to the constitu- 
tional guaranties under which slave owners 
have helped to erect the Capitol in which we 
are now assembled, to deliberate upon its un- 
compensated annihilation I Upon this ques- 
tion, however, as well as upon the inhibitions 
and guaranties of the organic act under which we 
were elected, (Sees. 5 & 10,) it is perhaps suffi- 
cient to add that there will still remain to us 
the final recourse of the courts — and I hence 
pass on. 

So far, sir, as I have authority to speak for 
the class of citizens thus alluded to, their pat- 
riotism has been in no sense overrated. Were 
the mere money value of their interest in slave 
property demanded of them, with the reasona- 
ble assurance that it would be sufficient to re- 
store " the Union as it was," I undertake to 
affirm that there is no class of citizens in the 
State who would more promptly essay iheir 
utmost to respond to the requisition. It is far 
otherwise, however, when placed upon the 
ground it has been, in the arraignment of the 
institution ma criminal; and as that is the only 
point of view in which we can here consist- 
ently take cognizance of it, I shall proceed to^ 
rqjel the calumny of its outlawry, and leave the 
record of our votes to stand as mementoes, re- 
spectively, of our justice or our ii\justioe. If, 
in the language of the no less distinguished 
delegate from St Louis, (Mr. Drake,) it has 
been " the cause " of the desolation which yet 
•o deeply and despondently afflicts the country, 
it ought to die ; but if, on the contrary, the war 
owes not only its origin, but its continuance, 
to influences the exact rcwrs«— to on/i-slavery, 
instead of ** slavery " — so should the judgmtnt 
which we are called to pronounce be the exact 
reverse of that which it most probably will be. 
To the testimony, therefore, which will con- 
fist mainly in the reproduction of the historical 



authorities or reminisoencea with which I felt 
constrained to conflront the same assumption, 
when originally put for^ in the celebrated 
lecture of the same gentleman, more than a 
year ago. 

It will be unnecessary, however, as replying 
to anything which has been reiterated by that 
gentleman, or by others here, to go further 
backward in the political history alluded to 
than the celebrated "Wilmot Proviso"— that 
having been the germ of which the subsequent 
political platforms at Philadelphia and Chica« 
go were but natural culminations — furnishing 
at least the main element of that inadequate 
reason for the present rebellion, In which we 
all concurred at our first session. What was 
that « Wilmot Proviso V^ And what were the 
subsequent platforms by which it waa set up 
as the very f^ospel of the dominant party in the 
dominant seption of the Union ? Our armies 
bad conquered from Mexico an empire of ter- 
ritory on the Pacific-^tba Southern States and 
people, having furnished (as usual) more than 
their fair proportion of the blood and the treas- 
ure expended in its acquisition. Even South 
Oarolina, now so earnestly and uncompromis- 
ingly in rebellion, had furnished a regiment 
from Charieston, of the gallantry of which it 
is sufficient lo repeat, that having g^ne into the 
contest upwards of 600 strong, it came out of 
it with les^s than 200— its daring and intrepid 
leader having been numbered among the slain. 
Would you not think, Mr. President, that the 
widows and orphans of such a regiment should 
have had perpetu«ted to them the ««old time*' 
right to carry (A«ir property, and locate </keir land 
warrants, upon the territory thus watered with 
the blood of their husbands and their sires — or 
was it righty as early as the year 1849, to at- 
tempt by this "Proviso" to Tprohihit the slave- 
holding section of the Union from expanding 
with Us industrial system to such portions of 
the com lion domain as might fall to its share 
or be suitable to its necessities? As that 
question is answered, sir, so must the quesMoA 
which involves the tr%iM cause of the rebellion 
be answeri-d } for had it not b»-en that this 
great injustice was aghln menaced in the Phil- 
adel)>bia platform of 1856, and still more In 
the election of the Chicago nominee, in 1860, 
the Southern leaders could not have "fired the 
Southern heart,". even into incipient rebeUinn. 
Sir, it was ai^ainst the injustice thus originally 
menaced by this "Proviso," which passed one 
hoii«e of Congress as early as the ^easion of 
1849, that in an address which I had the honor 
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to deliver, upon inTi'atiAn, before the two 
bouses of the General Atsembly on the 8th of 
January of that year, I premonlehed those who 
then listened to me from the stand ?oq now oc- 
cupy, that, <'in the fatal cycle of human pas- 
•lon^ <hu8 aroused, wrong would be answered 
but fry wrong until at laft, having realized that 
bellnm plmquam civile — that wor$e than civil 
war, in which a man's worst foes might be- 
come those of his own botisehold — this fair 
fabric ot American self-government, hewn out 
and reared amid the commingled b^ood and 
tears of millions, and grown up to be the 
woDd^r and the admiration of all the earth, 
would obey what would then be written as <'a 
common destiny." 

Drawing from a printed copy of the speech 
which, well nigh a year ago, I delivered upon 
the s ime subject, it may be repeated with com- 
mingled sensations of despondency and of grat- 
itide that that cop war permitted to pass. The 
statesmen and patriots of that day averted the 
portentous gathering of those calamities; but 
when their sun was set, and from that period 
to the present, either every man knows for 
himself, or every man's /a/Aer knows, what 
has been the conduct of the more prominent 
ant(.9lavery partisans, who were then foiled, 
but not silenced. Observe, I do m>i say 'Hhe 
North"— of the great body of whom I shall 
continue to speak in the spirit of a congenial 
brothf^rhooH — but I put the question to the t«c- 
tio*ali9tt of the North, to the men who are now 
faldt*ly charging that "t/aoery" has been the 
cause of the present rebellion — and demand to 
know of them, through their friends upon this 
floor or elsf where, what ha^ been the line of 
their conduct, even «p to the present honr t I 
am not, of course, about to argue that the 
South hnd ^'adequate cauye'* for doing what it 
did. B-fore all my people I have argued that 
they had not, and I so voted with eighty-nine 
of the original members of this Convention at 
oar first session. We, nevertheless, conceded 
ia our report and resolutions that they had 
eome cause, and that that was aali-slavery 
and not "slavery," which we then assiim»»d to 
be a "constitutional righty^' unjustly aggressed 
upon. As the issue, thus fairly stated, be- 
tween the original members of this Convention 
and those who have so imperiously assum**d 
the opp«»8ite position, is my issue here to-day, 
may I not bespeak your patience and indul- 
gence, should I seem a little tedious in agnin 
collahng the testimony in the case? I shall 
act upon that presumpion. 



I have not before me the ^'personal liberty 
bills" of such Northern States as attempted 
thereby to defeat the reclamation of our slaves 
under the "Fugitive Slave Law," but as the 
gentleman from St. Louis himself admitted in 
a correspondence with the gentleman from 
Randolph, that at least four of them bad passed 
very unju4 laws in that respect, it is respect- 
fully submitted that that was at least four too 
many, especially for a gentleman who now 
sa)ps that "slavery" (and not a»<t -slavery) 
was the cause of maddening the people into re- 
bellion. Observe : The possession and re- 
clamation of slave property was and is a con- 
stitutional right : and the South had a right to 
complain, as she did complain, of the exasper- 
ating injustice thus briefly alluded to. Let it 
be conceded and repeated, therefore, that whilst 
neither these nor the additional indignities and 
exasperations to which I shall allude in con- 
tinuation, constituted either an "adequate 
cause" or a sufficient justification for rebeUion^ 
it was nevertheless the insufficient cause, and 
the only cause> so far as the negro was the 
cause at all. I but obey, therefore, the in* 
stincts of a Southern manhood, (as it should 
be of all other manhood) when I pronounce 
the new dogma to be untaub, and proceed to 
paovE it so. 

The first witness I shall summon for this 
purpose is Joshua R. Oiddings, long a member 
of Congress from Ohio, and now a Consular 
R**presentative of the Government abroad. In 
the course of his speech in the House of Rep- 
resentatives in May, 1854, be had the ex- 
asperating audacity to denote to the white 
people of the South the hopes he entertained 
of their extermination by the knife and the 
torch of their slaves — led by whom t Listen : 

"I look forward to the day when there shall 
be a servile insurrection in the South, when 
the black man,- with British bayonets, and com- 
manded by British officers, will rage a war of 
extermination against the white man ; when 
the master shall see his dwelling in fl «roe8, and 
his hearth-stone polluted $ and though I may 
not mock at their calamity, nor laugh when 
their fear cometh, yet shall I hail it as the 
dawn of a political roillenium." 

What had the South then done to provoke 
so demon-like a menace from the leader of the 
anti-Alavery fanatics of the North ? Had she 
ask'-d for anything then but to be "let alone" 
— leaving h<>r citizens, with their property, to 
the j»ame chances in the common territories that 
was accorded to the people and the property 
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of the North* My St Louis friend it respeqt- 
fally defied to make anyihing more oi»t of 
^'slavery'' daring thU period than that some 
•repieseatative of the Sooth may have so far 
forgotten bis true dignity, under the promptings 
of an irrepressible indignationi as to have un- 
wisely said sometbing back to Giddings, which 
(like the chastisement of Sumner by Brooks) 
may now be so used as to give a seeming color 
to the otherwise wholly unsupported allegation 
that '< slavery'' was the cause of the rebel- 
lion. 

The next evidence I shall adduce is the anti- 
slavery platform of the Republican Convention 
at Philadelphia^ which for the first time in our 
history nominated both the Presidential and 
Vice Presidential candidates (Fremont and 
Dayton,) from the non- slave States, and who, 
on the 18th of June, 1866, ^ 

^^BM9olvedy That the Constitution confers 
upon Congress eovereign power over the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, for their govern- 
ment ; and that, in the exercise of the power, 
it is both the right and duty of Congress to 
prohibit in the Territories those twin relics of 
barbarism, polygamy and slavery." 

It need scarcely be added that the Chicago 
Platform was, if possible, still more emphaikcdly 
sectional ; and that its nominee (the present 
national Executive) had publicly assumed, in 
his opening speech at Springfield, when ac- 
eepdng the Senatorial nomination the year be- 
fore, that the Union could not continue part 
sfatve and part free, but must ultimately become 
all one or all the other. But, to recur to the 
period of the first Republican Convention in 
Philadelphia, as denoting the concurrence ot the 
party in the doctrine of the ** irrepressible con- 
flict" — now unhappily undergoing the test of 
realization in this capitol, as well as elsewhere. 
In that Convention the present Republican 
Chairman of the Military Committee of the 
Senate said : 

*' I tell you here to-night, that the agitation 
of this question of human slavery will continue 
while the foot of a slave presses the soil of the 
American Ropublic." 

Gen. James Watson Webb (now a foreign 
Minister,) remarked : 

** On the action of this Convention depends 
the fate of the country ; if the Republicans fail 
at the ballot-box, we will be forced to drive back 
the tlaveocracy with fire and sword." 

Rof us P. Spaulding spoke as follows : 

" In case of the alternative being presented, 
of ^e continuance of slavery or a dissolution 



of the Union, I am for dissolution, and I care 
not how quick it comes." 

Hon. Erastus Hopkins said : 

" If peaceful means fail us, and we are driven 
to the Ust extremity, where ballots are useless, 
then we'll make bullets eflfective." 

Similar sentiments were expressed by a large 
minority of the Convention, and, like their sec- 
tional resolutions, were responded to with 
" tremendous applause," and the sectional fires 
ignited in that Convention rapidly increased, 
and spread over all the Northern States. 

Benjamin F. Wade, Senator from Ohio, in a 
speech delivered in that canvass, said — 

"That there was but one issue before the 
people, and that was the question of Amerii an 
slavery. He said the Whig party is not only 
dead, but stinks. It shows signs occasionally 
of convulsive spasms, as is sometimes exhibited 
in the dead snake's toil, after the head and body 
have been burned. There is really no union now 
between the North and South, and lie believed 
no two nations upon the earth entertain feel- 
ings of more bitter rancor towards each other 
than these two nations of the Republic. The 
only salvation of the Union, therefore, was to 
be found in divesting it entirely from all taint 
of slavery." 

Nathaniel P. Banks, then Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, (now wearing the 
double stars of a Major General in Louisiana,) 
spoke as follows : 

" Although 1 am not one of that class of men 
who cry for the perpetuation of the Union; 
though I am willing, in a certain state of cir- 
cumstances, to let it ' slide,' 1 have no fear for 
its perpetuation." 

Coming next to the canvass of 1860, I read, 
firstly, from the speech of the Hon. Anson Bur- 
lingame, then a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and now a foreign Minister, as 
follows : 

" If asked to state specifically what we would 
do, he would answer: First, repeal the Nebras- 
ka bill ; second, repeal the Fugitive Slave law; 
third, abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia ; fourth, abolish the inter-sUive trade ; next, 
he would declare that slavery should not spread 
to one inch of the territory of the Utiion ; he 
would then put the Government actually and 
perpetually on the side of freedom." ♦ ♦ * 
** He would have judges who believe in a high- 
er-law, and an anti-slavery Constitution, and an 
anti-slavery Bible and an anti-slavery God." 

As late as the 5th of April, 1860, Mr. Love- 
joy, of Illinois, the same who was subsequently 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



166 



an aid to Fremont, during hit "hundred days" 
of folly and crime in Missouri, paid his compli- 
ments to us thus : 

" Sir, than robbery, than piracy, than polyg- 
amy, slaveholdtng is worse — more criminal, 
thof^ ibjtiriotis^ man, and consequently more 
offensive to fjk>d. 

*' Slareholding has been justiy designated as 
the sum of all villainy. Put every crime per- 
petrated among men into a moral crucible, and 
dissolve and combine them all, and the rstn^- 
tant ana/gam is slaveholding. It has the vio- 
knee of robbery" — 

"A Member. You are joking." 

" Mr. Lovcjoy. No, sir ; I am speaking in 
dead earnest, before God, God's own truth. It 
has the violence of robbery, the blood and cru 
elty of piracy ; it has the offensive and brutal 
lusts of polygamy, all combined and concentra- 
ted in itself, with aggravations that neither 
one of these crimes ever knew or dreamed of." 

Mr. Fogg, the New Hampshire editor, who 
has also been rewarded with a foreign mission, 
delivered his views, through his paper, as fol- 
lows: 

" The cure for slavery prescribed by Redpath 
is the only infallible remedy, and men m*ust 
foment insurrection among t :e slaves in order 
to cure the evil. It can never be done by con- 
cessions and compromises. It is a great evil, 
and must be extinguished by still greater ones. 
It is positive and imperious in its approaches, 
and must be overcome by equally positive 
forces. You must commit an assault to arrest 
a burglar, and slavery is not arrested without 
a violation of law and the cry of fire." 

Senator Sumner "eased his conscience" by 
promising to ditobeif the Fugitive Slave Law — 
thus: 

" The good citizen, as he reads the require- 
ments of this act, is filled with horror." ♦ * * 
" Here, the path of duty Is clear. I am bound 
to disobey this act. ♦ * * •' Sir, I will not 
dishonor this home of the Pilgrims and of the 
Revolution, by admitting — nay, I cannot be- 
lieve — that this bill will be executed here." 

This was in a night speech at Boston, where 
his colleague, Wilson, chimed in as follows : 

" We shall arrest the extension of slavery, 
and rescue the Government from the grasp of 
slave power. We shall blot out slavery in the 
national capital. We shall surround the slave 
States with a cordon of free States. We shall 
then appeal to the hearts and consciences qf 
men, and in a few years, notwithstanding the 
immense interests combined in the cause of 



oppression, we shall give liberty to the miUioos 
in bondage." 

The venerable Josiah Qoincy, (the same, I 
believe, who moved the resolution in the Mas-- 
sachusetts Legislature that it was " unbecom- 
ing a moral and religious people to exult over 
our victories" during our last war with £ng> 
land,) thus proposed to ease hu conscience : 

" The obligation incumbent on the free States 
to deliver up fugitive slaves is that burden, and 
it must be obliteraled from the Constitution at 
every hazard.** 

The Hon. Horace Mann, of the same '^ Mas- 
sachusetts school" to which Mr. Seward avowed 
his fealty, in one of his electioneering speeches 
in that State, thus invoked the alternative of 
disunion rather than to permit the slaveholder 
to go, with his property, even to the territoiy 
he had helped to win with his sword : 

<' 1 have only to add, under a full sense of my 
responsibility to my country and my God, I 
deliberately say, better disunion, better civil 
or servile war, better anything (hat God in 
His providefice shall send^ than an extension 
of the bounds of *lavery.'' 

On the 26th of March, 1800, the following 
resolution (by Mr. Blake) Wiis actually voUd 
for by sixtv Republican members of Congressy 
several others dodging the vote : 

** Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary be, and the same are hereby, instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill giving freedom to every human being, and 
interdicting slavery wherever Congress has the 
constitutional power to legislate on the sub* 
ject.>> 

In the main, these sixty were the same set 
who endorsed the infamous book of Helper, 
from which I read the following as a sample 
of the whole : 

'' The slaveholding oligarchy say we cannot 
ahotish slavery without infringing on the right 
of property. Again we tell them that we do 
not recognize property in man. 

<* For the services of the blacks from the 
20th of August, 1612, up to the 4th of July, 
1860, an interval of precisely two hundred and 
forty-eight years, ten months and fourteen 
days, their roasters, if unwilling, ought, in oar 
judgment, to be compelled to grant them their 
freedom, and to pay each one of them at least 
sixty dollars cash in hand." 

What next ? Mr. Conckling, of New Tork» 
the same, I believe, who spoke and voted 
against the resolution of one of the memben 
from this State, to even tnqtiire into the rob- 
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WiM and ofber TandaliMDS of Laot and 
JenDisoD on tbe loath sido of the MiMonri, 
thus menaetd us with tueh a roorganiaation of 
the Supremo Coort aa to deprive us of the 
<< sheltering'' of even that august tribunal.' 
Hear him : 

*^A reorganisation and reinrigoration of the 
Court; with just regard to^ commercial and 
political comiderationsy is one of the auspicious 
promisee of Republican ascendancy. • • • 
" With this reform accompliahed, the vam- 
pire of slavery, now flitting among the shadows 
of a sheltering tribunal, will spread its wings 
once more over that hospitable domain where 
Its ministrations are considered essential to the 
full developssent of * the highest type of white 
civilisation.' ** 

In the Senate, Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, 
was no less insullirg and specific, faying: 

'< We shall change the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and place men in that Court 
who believe, with its pure and immaculate 
Chief Justice, John Jay, that our prayers will 
be impious to Heaven while we sustain and 
support human slavery.'' 

Wendell PhilKps, who was egged by the 
Democracy of Cinelnnati last year, for the 
brazen avowal that he had been an anti-slavery 
dtsunionist for twenty years, spoke briefly, but 
to the point, as follows : 

** We confess that we intend to trample under 
foot the Constitution of this country." 

Speaking mainly for the purpose of grouping 
together a summary of the record by which the 
institution of slavery was so menaced as to but 
naturally create the demand for such guaranties 
as would avert the destruction tnus undisguis- 
edly confronting it, failing to proenre whidiy 
dUnnion -woe known to 6e inevitable^ a few ex- 
tracts from the Rochester speech of the subtle, 
yet chaste and stately Seward, will close t)iese 
readlrigt, irksome under any other cireum- 
stancea than the present, and which I would 
gladly l^ave never revived, had not the course 
of tbe name party devolved upon me the 
neeeseily of thus reverting to the pasty in order 
to diaprovo the specious misrepresentation 
■pon which they hope to make proselytes in 
! the present and to fix the fatnre. Senator 
Seward ep<^e thus : 

^^Onr country is a theatre, which exhibits in 
full O(>eratioft two radically difierent political 
syetema— -the one resting on the basis of servile 
or slave labor, the other on the basis of volin- 
tary labor of freemen. 
^ The two systems are at once perceived to 



be incongruous. Both never have permanently 
existed together in one country, and they never 
cam #•••••• 

<' Hitherto the two systems have existed in 
the difl'erent States, side by aide with the 
Amerfcsn Union. . This has happened bees use 
the Union is a confederation of States. But in 
another aspect, the United States constitute 
only one nation. Increase of population, 
which is filling tbe States out to their very 
borders, together with a new and extended 
network of railroad and other avenues, and an 
internal commerce, which daily becomes more 
intimate. Is rapidly bringing the States into a 
higher and more perfect social unity or con- 
solidation. Thus tb> Stf two antagonistic sys- 
tems are continually coming into closer contact, 
and collision ensues. 

<< Shall I tell what this collision means ? It 
is an irrepressible conflict between opposing 
and enduring forces, and it means that the 
United Statee must, and will, sooner or later, 
become entirely a slaveholding nation, or 
entirely a free labor nation. Either the cotton 
and rice fields of South Carolina, and the sugar 
plantations of Louisiana, will ultimately be 
tilled by free labor, and Charleston and New 
Orleans become marts for legitimate merchan- 
4ise, or else the rye fields aiid wheat fields of 
Massachusetts and New York must again be 
surrendered by their farmers to the slave culture 
and to the production of slaves, and Boston 
and New York become once more markets for 
trade in the bodies and souls of men." 

This was spoken at Rochester, pending the 
canvass for the Presidential nomination, and 
although out- generated at Chicago by Mr. 
Lincoln, who had previously taken tbe same 
ground in his speech at Springfield, many 
heliitved that the <' irrepressible conflict" was 
upon them, and were so maddened to despair 
and to blindness as to combine to fight it out 
instead of vote it out. Does all this look like 
*^t/«oery" had been tbe cause of the rebellion 
—or anli-slavery f To those who may be dis- 
posed to argue that Mr. Seward had not apoken 
with sufficient sectional directneee at Rochester 
to furnish a text upon which the demagogues 
and disunionistsof the South could successfully 
pi each rebelUon, I present a single additional 
extract from his Senate speech directly after- 
wards. Having heard that speech, I have not 
wt*ndered that it and others like it so maddeiied 
men as good as I was, that they would no 
loiger reason^ for at one time my own reason 
was well nigh overwhelmed with a desponding 
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indignation. Mr. ^ward Taunted the advemt 
of bis partv to tupreme dominion, notwithstand* 
ing all '* eotutittUional cheek$^' to the cootraf y, 
in these wordi* : ' 

** A free Republican GoTernment lilce this, 
notwithstanding ali its constitutional obecfcs, 
cannot long resist and counteract the progress 
of society. 

" Free labor has at last apprehended its rights 
and its destiny, and is organizing itself to as- 
sume the government ot the Republic. It will 
henceforth meet you boldly and resolutely here 
(Washington); it will meet you eTerywhere, 
in the Territories and out of them, wherever 
you may go to extend slavery. It haa driven 
you back in California and in Kansaa ; it will 
invade you soon in Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, Missouri and Texas. It will meet you 
in Arixona, in Central Amesiea, and even in 
Cuba." 

Need it be added, Mr. President, that all this 
and a thousand fold naore, was so caught up and 
ampliOed by kindred agitators, and even those 
who were not *• willing" agitators at the South, 
as to have but naturally "flred the southern 
heart" into a combined demand for such ad- 
justments and guarantees as at our first session 
we alt concurred they were entitled to, and 
without wliich I did not then believe — nor do 
I now believe— the Union can possibly be re- 
atored? As this is not only undenied, but 
provable by our oum record, it is but necessary, in 
order to complete the demonstration that this 
was not a " slavehoklers' war," but the exact 
reverse, that I appeal, in conduaion, to the tes- 
timony of the illustrious Douglas — ( ** O ! for 
▲N H'lUR OF DchdkbI") — who, U^CB tofaco 
with hifl Republican colleagues of the Commit- 
tee, bore public testimony that the representa- 
tives of the '* slaveholding" interest were ready 
agtUn to bow to compromise, and thua avert the 
war; and public accusation, neither then or 
aince denied, that "the only diifloulty in the 
-way of an amicable adjustment was with the 
Republican party." When oIKsring his own 
proposition of compromise. Senator Doaglas 
spoke thus : 

'* I believe this to be a trdr basia of amicable 
adjustment If you of the Republican side are 
not willing to accept this, nor the proposition 
of the Senator ttom Kentucky, ( Mr. Critten- 
den,) FBAT TBLL U8 WHAT TO0 ARE WILLI KQ 
TO DO? 

" / address this inquiry to the RfpuUieans only, 
fir the reason tMat in the Committee of Thirteen^ a 
few days ago, every member from the Stmlh, ittekuU 



Mg thoee fiom the Cstion States, (Messra^ Tomnba 
and Davia, ) expressed their readimess to accept tA« 
propomtion of my vemeretbk friend fiom Ksnivdty, 
(Mr. Crittenden,) as afiml settlement of the cm^ 
trover^, if intended attd smskjuned by the ReptdtU* 
can members. 

** Hem» the $oU retponmbiliSy of am dsmgrecmcHl, 
and the only difficulty in the taajr of an amcable ad* 
jfutwiCHt, is unih the lOpublioan party.*' 

Is it not thus established, Mr. Preaident, that 
it waa the polilioal combinationa of ofift-alavery, 
and KOT " alavny," which brought about thia 
most ruinooa war, and does it not thence re- 
ault, as inevitably as inextricably, that the Re- 
publican party (and not their adveraariea) are 
primarily resposible for the witel of every wife 
whom it has widowed, and of every child whom 
it haa orphaned. Aye, sir, for ali the blood 
which has been shed or whidi may be ahed; 
for ali the treasure which has been expended 
or which may be expended; in abort, for all 
the desolation and ruin of the paat; for all the 
sorrowing depressions of the present, and for 
all the gloomy forebodings of the ftiture, the 
party so graphically sketched by the Sage of 
Ash<and more than twenty years ago, must 
stand responsible in time and eternity I Of 
the party upon whom I have eaaayed to hurl 
back the charge which they now so peraiatently 
attempt to fix upon " slavery/' the ilinatrioua 
stateaman to whom I have sufficiently alluded 
spake thus : 

" With them, the rights of property are nodi- 
ing ; the deficiency of the power/s of the Gen- 
eral Qovemment is nothing; the acknowledged 
and incontestable powers of the Statea are noth- 
ing ; civil war, a dissolution of the Union, and 
the overthrow of a Government in which axe 
concentrated the fondest hopea of the civilised 
world, are nothing. A single idea has taken 
posa^sion of their minds, and onward they 
puraue it, overlooking all barriera, reckleaa and 
regardless of all consequences." 

Let the consequences, therefore, attack to the 
unrelenting radicalism of that party, who bar- 
ing at least precipitated the present deplorable 
rebellion, seemed determined to make either 
mockery or merchandise of the associatioiit 
and sympathies of all other partiea, and hence 
prqfhne ** the Union," by demanding now in ita 
name the extinction of an institution which 
they have heretofore avowed the rigtit and 
the purpose to abolish at its expense! LiS'Wi 
for but a moment, gentlemen, to a single addi- 
tional reminiscence of political history, in Hev 
of the book UOL, which might Jttst as retfddty 
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be adduced, in demonstration of what has con- 
stituted the burden of these remarks; and 
with that, so fkr as it may depend upon myself, 
I shall trust that this most unpleasant discus- 
sion ma J nerer be resumed. 

Shortly prior to the annexation of Texas it 
was declared, by concurrent resolution of the 
Legislature of Massachusetts, that such annex- 
ation would be such a riolation of the Conj^tL 
tution as to Justify a dissolution of the Union. 
The Legislature of Vermont did something of 
similar import; but as ! promised to limit my- 
self to a single prominent reminiscence, ! will 
read from the Congressional address, which 
was cotemporaneously issued "to the people 
of the Free States," the following paragraph : 

** We hesitate not to say that the annexation 
of Texas, eif^ed by any act or proceeding of 
the Federal Qorernment, or any of its depart- 
ments, would be identical with dissolution. It 
would be a violation of our national compact, 
its oljects, designs, and the great elementary 
principles which entered into its formation, of 
a character so deep and fundamental, and 
would be an attempt to authorize an institu- 
tion and a power of a nature so unjust in 
tiiemselves, so injurious to the interests and 
abhorrent to the feelings of the people of the 
Free States, as, in our opinion, noi only tnevita- 
hbf to resuU m a dissolution of the Union, but 
FirnT TO JUSTIFY IT ; and we not only assert 
that the people of the Free States ' ought not 
to submit to it,' but we say, with confidence, 
tiiej would not submit to it." 

This address was signed by John Quincy 
Adams, Seth M. Gates, William Slade, Wm. 
B. Calhoun, Joshua R. Giddings, Sherlock J. 
Adams, Nathaniel B. Borden, Thos. C. Chit- 
tenden, John Mattocks, Christopher Morgan, 
Joshua M. Howard, Victory Birdseye, and 
Hlfamd Hall. Without saying more of the right 
of secession thus openly adranced in faror ot 
the OHft-slaTery party of the North, than that it 
was almost identical with the subsequent and 
l^eeent assertion of the same right, in the in- 
terests, if you please, of the pro-slavery people 
of the SoMih, I may of course rely upon it, not 
only to sustain the allegation already proven 
with respect to the primal authors of all our 
woes, but that the very doctrine of the pestilent 
right about which we have gone to war is of 
aafi-alavery origin, alleged to result, in the 
knguage of the address from whidi I have 
Jast quoted, from ** a violation of our National 
Oompad,** Need H be added, Mr. President, 
that from iiidi elem^its will agahi but natu- 
16 



rally be formed a Northern disunion party, 
whenever (if ever) they shall abandon the 
hope that the war now raginir can be so wield- 
ed as to eventuate in the destruction of slavery. 

Of oourse, sir, were I a mere partisan, or 
were I speaking for effect as a partisan alone, 
such texts as I have thus hastily thrown to* 
gether might be as indefinitely and as exasper- 
atingly elaborated here as they have been in 
the South, and produce, here as there, the 
same malefic alienations — the same bitter 
fruits. Not as a partisan, however, but in a 
relation the exact reverse, have I thus far ad- 
dressed myself to the intelligence, the moderiL 
tion and the patriotism of this body, and I 
shall so continue to the end. Having attempt- 
ed such reply as was deemed appropriate — and 
which, if not already conclusive, will presently 
be rendered so— to the unjust and exasperating 
assumptions that slavery was the cause of the 
war, and should therefore be ''immediately'' 
eradicated, my remarks will be concluded with 
such a reference as to at least command the 
assent of those who continue to recognize in 
the founder of the emancipation party in this 
State the wisdom and sincerity with whidi 
they once accredited him. Of course I am 
alluding to General Francis P. Blair, in con- 
currence with whom, and with the witness 
from whom I shall presently quote, my own 
poor testimony is spread upon all your records, 
that, so far as the status of the negro has en- 
tered into the question of "the great rebel- 
lion," it received at least four-fifths of its momeii' 
turn from those who owned no slaves, but who were 
impressed to believe by such and similar 
speeches, resolutions and writings as those I 
have grouped together, that it was the purpose 
of the party in power to so bring about the 
freedom of the laboring slave as to render him 
the equal and the rival of the laboring white 
man. From the speech delivered by General 
B., in the House of Representatives, on the 
23d of May, 1862, 1 will read such portion as 
is pertinent to my present purpose, as follows : 

" I believe, Mr. Speaker, that this is the 
method by which we can find the best ground 
of pacification with the great nonslavehold- 
ing masses of the Southern people — who, 
I assure you, have been driven into this 
rebellion, not by any love of slavery, not 
by any desire to perpetuate or extend it, 
but by an apprehension which has been, from 
year to year, cultivated and widely spread 
among them, that it was the design of certain 
men in this country to emancipate the slaves, 
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and to put them on an equality with the white 
men. I believe, as fully as I beliere anything 
on earth, that this is the very animu$ of the 
rebellion, so far as the great mass of the South- 
em people are concerned; certainly with re- 
gard to the ' ranlL and file/ who alone should 
be conciliated. 

** In confirmation of this view, I give an ex- 
tract from a letter which I have just received 
from Mr. Arnold Krelcel, of St. Charles, Mis- 
souri, a German Republican, one of the ablest 
and most discreet men in the State of Missouri. 
He states facts within his own knowledge, 
whidi are confirmed by the experience of 
every man who has any knowledge on the 
•ulyect He says : 

" * In order to do anything with slavery in 
Missouri, it is absolutely necessary to place 
the separation of the races in the foreground. 
I have had, during the last six months, pecu- 
liar means of ascertaining tlie views of the 
noQ-slaveholding class engaged in the rebel- 
lion. I must, as Provost Marshal, have exam- 
ined at least one thousand persons, four-fifths 
of whom were not the owners of slaves, nor 
did they feel any interest in the institution, 
except that they did not want to become the 
equal of the negro, thus justifying their acts, 
and alleging that the object of the Government 
was the liberation of the slaves, which, more 
than any other class, would affect the laboring 
part' 

** 1 believe that the infiuence which the few 
slaveholders have exerted for the perpetuation 
of that institution would not have availed to 
support this rebellion through one campaign, 
and could have been suppressed by two divi- 
sions of our army. I wiU not repeat what I 
have heretofore said in the House on that sub- 
ject, but it is my conviction that on the basis 
of that separation of the races, and their re- 
moval to some country congeniMl to the or- 
ganization of the African race, is to be found 
the ground of pacification between lo^^al citi- 
zens and the masses of the people of the South ; 
an object certainly not less desirable to us than 
the weUare of the negro race, wliich will also 
be best subserved by this plan. We have great 
motives for desiring that pacification. I do not 
mean pacification with the leading traitors; 
not with any of tliose conspirators who, with 
the oath to support the Constitution, have had 
their hearts festering with rebellion and hatred 
against the Government; not with any of that' 
class of people. Sir, I have confronted them 
in my own State. I know what anguish and 



suffering they have brought upon nt. I am aa 
ready and as willing as any man to mete out 
to them the full punishment of their treason. 
But I do not believe that it would be either for 
tlie interest or for the honor of the country to 
carry it further." 

I add nothing, Mr. President, nor need any- 
thing hereafter be added, either in disproof of 
the calumny upon which slaveholders have 
been held up to public and to military v€a- 
geance, or as confirmatory of the opponU theory, 
that AMTi -slavery, and not "slavery," has been 
in the past, as it is to-day, the great disunion 
"criminal." Having brought about that 
"brothers' war," which, in an opening speech 
at our first session, it was so devoutly implored 
might be averted by the *• God of our fathers," 
it has seemingly sought to prosecute it with 
the same disregard of the principles and the 
guaranties of the Constitution which would 
"let the Union slide*' rather than relinquish 
even a tithe of its malevolence or of its aspira- 
tions to supreme dominion. In other words, 
and in conclusion of what may more appropri. 
tttely be denominated a text book than a speech, 
it has stood in the past, as it stands here to-dayi 
actuated by the same un fraternal and malevo- 
lent spirit — the same utter disregard of the 
civil and social equality in which the " States " 
formed " the Union " of States, and in which 
relation alone can it be hoped the Union may 
ever be restored or reconstructed. It is thus, 
sir, that the demand for "immediate emanci- 
pation," as an adjunct of " Union," is but to 
repeat the clamor of those who have dissolved 
the Union, and in the counsels of whom it can 
never, never be restored. 

Mr. Stewart. I will not yield to the gen- 
tleman from ( linton, nor to any other man, in 
my respect for the memories of Clay and W^eb- 
ster, but I cannot see the utility of referring 
all the momentous questions <'f the present day 
to those able men. The people of Missouri 
treasured their memory, but would scarcely 
be guided by them in the emergencies of the 
present time. 

I obje<!t, Mr. President, to this rebellion be- 
ing called a Northern war to put down Southern 
rebellion. Virginia was just as loyal at the 
beginning of thi<> rebellion as Missou> > was, 
and North Carolina went to the polls and gave 
an ov<>rwhelmiiig vote against the damnable 
treachery that was being attempted. I only 
recognize two classes of persons; those who 
are loyal to the Constitution and the Union, 
and those pestilent traitors who would destroy 
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both, and who hare brought onr fair land to 
soflTer all the miseries, horrors, and bloodshed 
that devils alone delight in. Some gentlemen 
insist that the negro is the cause of all our 
trouble. Then 1 saj, if the negro is in the 
way of our peace and prosperity, let us get rid 
of him. And, gentlemen, too, had a good deal 
to saj against the military. For my part, I 
think that Missouri is safer in the hands of the 
soldiers than it would be in the hands of the 
bushwhackers. 

Mr. CoMiNOO. Mr. President: But little 
more than a year ago, when we were called to 
Tote upon an ordinance presented by the gen- 
tleman from 8t Louis, (Mr. Breckinridge,) 
providing a scheme for the gradual emancipa- 
tion of slavery in this State, I felt it to be ray 
duty to vote against a proposition similar, in 
some respects, to that which we are now con- 
sidering. I then greatly regretted that I could 
not support the ordinance to which I have al- 
luded, without utterly disregarding the unmis- 
takable will of a large majority of the people 
whom I have the honor to represent, in part, 
upon this floor. My own views of the inter- 
ests 9nd duty of the people of this State, in 
relation to thh question of emancipation, were 
then just what they are now : that is that both 
required them to adopt some scheme that 
would ultimately, and at no very distant period, 
rid the State of slavery. But being satisfied, 
beyond a doubt, that in this I differ from the 
masses of those whose views it was my duty 
to represent, I could not do otherwise than as 
already indicated, without violating a rule 
which I have ever believed should govern in 
the exercise of delegated power. I am happy 
in believing that I can now act in conformity 
with my own views, or more nearly so than on 
the occasion alluded to, and at the same time 
have a due regard for the will of all my truly 
loyal constituents. 

I am by no means prepared to state, how- 
ever, that were the status of the institution of 
slavery in this State the same that it was one 
year ago, the people of the Fourteenth Senato- 
rial District (composed of the counties of Jack- 
son. Cass and Bates) would approve the passage 
of the ordinance now under consideration, or 
of any other ordinance similar in its nature. 
But the last year has witnessed great events, 
among which a radical change in the minds of 
the people with reference to the Importance of 
adopting some system of emancipation in our 
State is not the least. To the minds of many 
this #ft9 at apparent twelve months ago as it 



is to-day, and was as ardently desired ; but 
the masses could not realize the fact, and it 
was postponed, most unfortunately for the best 
interest of our State, as the sequel plainly 
shows. At that time none of those who, from 
a sense of impending necessity, advocated 
emancipation, nor even of those who did so 
from principle, presented, or thought of pre- 
senting, any scheme except of a very gradual 
character. Now we feel it is essential — nay, I 
may say, absolutely indispensable — to our fu- 
ture well-being that we adopt a speedy plan — 
far more speedy than has been adopted in any 
oth^r State of the Union, if my recollection of 
history is correct ; and members in our midst 
strenuously urge immediate emancipation with- 
out compensation, and threaten to ignore our 
action unless we adopt this extreme, and, as I 
regard it, upjust, unwise, and ruinous policy. 
A greater revolution in public opinion, upon a 
subject of such magnitude, has never been 
wrought in so short a period. I will not at- 
tempt to account for it; it is sufficient to know 
that it has taken place. Knowing this, and 
knowing too, or at least having every reason 
to suppose, that it will be governed by the 
general law of revolutions, and not ^o back- 
wards, it becomes our duty to determine what 
the best interests of the State require at our 
bands. To this end we have been convened, 
and to the work before us I trust we have all 
addressed ourselves, fully impressed with a 
sense Of its importance, and firmly resolved 
that reason and justice shall control our action. 

From the momentous responsibility thus de- 
volved upon us, well might we shrink. And 
as there are those all over our State who seem 
to covet our position, to think we are unfit for 
the great work before us, (if we may judge 
from their clamor,) that they are the men, and 
that " wisdom will die with them," I can but 
regret that we have been called to discharge a 
duty, for which they are, in their own opinion 
at least, so preeminently quaKfled. But re- 
grets are unavailing, and having put our hands 
to the plow we should not, we cannot, look back. 

I may safely venture the assertion that not 
one of the original ninety-nine members of this 
body even dreamed, while a candidate, that he 
would be called upon to deal with the subject 
of slavery in any way whatever ; much lest 
did it occur to his mind that he would be 
called to vote upon such a proposition as the 
one we are now considering. Nor was it, at 
the time of our election, supposed that our 
body would have an existence beyond the ad- 
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journment of its first session. Tet both these 
events hare occurred, and, by reason of other 
events that transpired subsequent to our elec- 
tion, they have become inevitable necessities. 

Called into being, as we were, by a disloyal 
and traitorous Legislature, at the bidding of 
an equally disloyal Executive, to take a part in 
their infamous and treasonable conspiracies, it 
is gratifying to know that the result of our ac- 
tion i)as been exactly the reverse of what they 
expected and desired, and equally gratifying 
to know that it has contributed in a large 
measure to the well-being of our State and 
the overthrow of the conspirators. Although 
our State has suffered terribly, and many of 
its fairest portions have been reduced to a des- 
olate waste, and although civil war has raged 
and left its blighting footprints in almost every 
county, who will pretend to say that the con- 
dition of our State would not have been im- 
measurably worse than it is, had our existence 
as a body terminated with our first session 1 
Who will pretend to say that by far the greater 
part of our State would not to-day be a melan- 
choly waste, of which our bleeding border and 
southwestern counties are but the type ? 

It is useless, however, to attempt to show 
what migfit or might not have been our condi- 
tion had matters been differently ordered. I 
am satisfied that we have labored to promote 
the best interesU of the State and Federal 
Governments ; and that, when we go hence, at 
the close of this our last session, we will bear 
with us an intensified devotion to our country's 
cause, and a renewed determination to uphold 
her glorious old banner and emblem of liberty. 
This we will do despite the perils of honora- 
ble warfare with an armed, powerful and des- 
perate foe, and with a feeling of proud and 
burning contempt for the mere political bush- 
whackers, who have for OAonths past assailed 
us, and doubtless will for months to come con- 
tinue to assail us, fW)m many quarters, with 
missiles poisoned with passion, pr^udioe and 
falsehood. 

But before we suffer ourselves to be driven 
from our post by these guerrillas, before we 
succumb to the assaults from their masked and 
exposed batteries, we have a duty to perform, 
and if I am not mistaken in the spirit and tem- 
per that pervade this body, and do not over- 
rate the patriotism of its members, they have 
entered upon the work before them with a de- 
termination to perform it, regardless of the 
angry howl that has been raised against them 
by a few desperate political malcontents. That 



work is the adoption of some wise and, as far 
as may be, J ust system of emancipation. Upon 
that proposition I trust I shall be permitted 
briefly to present my views, and give tome of 
the reasons that control me in my support of 
the ordinance reported by the committee. 

No subject that has ever claimed tlie atten- 
tion of the American people has been environed 
with greater difficulties, nor has been more 
fruitful of evil, than African slavery. Keither 
its enemies nor friends appear of late to have 
exercised moderation, fairness or wisdom in 
the support of their favorite views of this 
much vexed question. The clergyman in the 
pulpit, the demagogue on the rostrum, the au- 
thor in his study, the editor in his easy chair, 
and the artist in his studio, each, according to 
his peculiar pr^udices, has tried to outvie the 
others in his effort to convey to the world hit 
ideas of the transcendent excellencies, or un- 
speakable atrocities of the system. The dis- 
cordant spirit that has been thus aroused, has 
found its way into the most saored and secret 
recesses of society ,* it has insinuated itself into 
our family and social circles, into the church, 
the school room, the council-chamber, the legis- 
Utive hall, the forum, the jury-room and the 
ballot-box ; and now poisons all these once port 
fountains of happiness, and weakens these 
strongholds of liberty. So great has been the 
influence of slavery on the minds and hearts 
of men, that many believe it to be the caiue of 
the terrible rebellion which has cost our coun- 
try so many precious lives, and which yet so 
obstinately resists the authori^ of the Govern- 
ment. Although I have never believed this to 
be true, I have never doubted that but for the 
plausible pretext slavery afibrded the traitors 
of the South for resisting the anthority of the 
Government under the administration of Mr. 
Lincoln, it would have been impossible for 
them to have rallied the masses to their sup- 
port As a means to an end, this pretext was 
all-powerfuL But whether my views as to 
this are right or wrong, is a matter of little or 
no consequence. We know the rebellion ex- 
ists, and we have both seen and felt the effect! 
of this terrible reality. Whether it was pro- 
duced by this, that or the other cause, is a 
question, it occurs to me, of little praeikal im- 
portance to usy so fiir as our present duties are 
concerned. 

It appears to be the opinion of a large m^or* 
ity of this body that the best interests of our 
State demand the adoption of some scheme of 
emancipation, and diacassion is» therefore, 
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more properly directed to the mode in which 
this end may be attained, than to the cause of 
the rebellion, or the evils and excellencies, ad- 
Tantages and disadvantages of slavery. 

Endless discussion must ensue if once we 
enter upon these broad fields of debate. On 
either side we will encounter extreme views 
which tend to confiise the mind and excite ill 
feeling. One will argue that slavery is an un- 
alloyed blessing, and will trace the genealogy 
of the African back to Ham, and find in the 
curse pronounced on that unfortunate son of 
Koah. authority for enslaving his supposed de- 
scendants four thousand years thereafter ; and 
another, closely analyzing the mind and char- 
acter of the negro, will show, to his own 
satisfaction, that they are such that he was 
manifestly created to be a slave, and that he 
must remain the "servant of the white man or be- 
come the servant of the devil." And on the other 
side of the question we would encounter views 
equally absurd and odious. 

Although my own views of the moral char- 
acter of slavery have long been settled, I will 
here take occasion to say they have exerted 
but little influence in bringing me to the con- 
duaions I have reached with reference to the 
necessiiy of emancipation in our State; and 
that I therefore deem it unnecessary to men- 
tion them at this time. Long before the rebel- 
lion became manifestly irreconcilable, by the 
commencement of active hostilities, I felt satis- 
fied that if that state of affairs should be iuau- 
gurated, slavery would be doomed in Missouri, 
and would disappear like the early dew. It 
(hen struck me with surprise that there were 
such numbers of our citizens who appeared 
tmable to realize the fact; and I am amazed 
that there are any at the present time who can 
so far mislead themselves as to hope, much 
less believe, that a different result is possible. 

There are, however, Mr. President, some on 
this floor, and numbers in various parts of the 
State, who deem it their duty to oppose all 
schemes of emancipation, and who are very 
decided on this point. They of coiu*se believe 
that the institution of slavery yet rests on a 
firm foundation in our midst ; is in no way 
dangerous to our present or fViture peaoe and 
prosperity; that the present supply of slave 
labor is adequate to the demand ; that its fu- 
ture increase will keep pace with future de- 
mands for labor; and a system of slave labor 
u better adapted to the wants of our State 
than any other ; in all of which I think they 
are mistaken ; though I presume they as con- 



fidently believe they are not; for they would, 
I think, as wise and patriotic citizens, at once 
accept the alternative of emancipation if they 
did not maintain the affirmative of the propo- 
sitions just stated. 

Notwithstanding I deny that slavery is the 
cause of the war, (and am sustained in this 
by the declarations of more than one of the 
prominent members of the South Carolina 
Convention, made in debate while that body 
was in session in December. 1861, and also by 
the opinion of Mr. Yancey, contained in a let- 
ter to the liondon Daily News, January 26th, 
1862, in which he states that the real object of 
the South is to secure for itself the develop- 
ment of its own resources unhindered by pro- 
tective laws,) yet, as already admitted, it is so 
intimately connected with it from inevitable 
necessity, growing out of the character and 
aims of the rebeMion, that it is regarded by 
many as its proximate cause. Owing to this 
fact, the slave Interests have suffi'red, and will 
continue to suffer, more than any other, while 
the war lasts. The hostility that existed against 
slavery before the war began has been intensi- 
fied by this idea, entertained by thousands, that 
it is the cause of the terrible rebellion that has 
deluged the land with the blood of their sons 
and brothers ; and the further idea that to pre- 
serve the Government and put an end to the 
war, it is necessary to destroy its cause. 

No one, I presume, will deny that this feeling 
exists and is rapidly increasing. I ask, then, 
whether this single fact does not, in connection 
with the history of the last two years, show 
that the institution of slavery in Missouri is in 
a toppling condition, and is dangerous to our 
present and future peace 1 To my mind, it 
does ; and unless we, or some other body pos- 
sessing like powers, can do something to avert 
the impending danger, I fear the history and 
condition of our desolated border will become 
the history and condition of our whole State. 
But, admitting, for the moment, that I am 
wrong as to this ; that my painful experience 
during the past year is worth nothing in deter- 
mining the question I have asked and answered, 
another subject of inquiry is whether the pres- 
ent supply of slave labor in our State is ade- 
quate to the demand, and whether its future in- 
crease will keep pace with the future demand. 

This branch of the general question has al 
ready been so fully and ably discussed by the 
gentleman from St. Louis, (Mr. Breckinridge,) 
that I will dwell upon it but for a few moments. 

Of the 114,981 sUves that were in the State 
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in 1860, accordiDg to the Eighth Census Re- 
port, it is impossible to tell how many are now 
remaining ; nor can we approximate the number 
with any reasonable degree of certainty. It is 
well known that very few, if any, hare immi- 
grated, and that vast numbers have emigrated 
since 1860. During the spring, summer, and 
fall of 1861, in anticipation of the future inse- 
curity of that kind of property, many of the 
heaviest slave owners in the western part of 
the State emigrated to Arkansas and Texas, 
and many others that did not feel disposed to 
go themselves, sent their slaves with their sons, 
or got their neighbors to take them to places of 
supposed security. How many have been re 
moved to Arkansas, Texas and other seceded 
States, in this way, we can only determine by 
conjecture. I suppose, however, that the num- 
ber will not fall far short of ten thousand. If 
to this we add the probable number of fugitives 
from all parts of the State, whicli I think we 
may safely estimate at thirty-five thousand, we 
have a total of forty -five thousand. It may be 
insisted that this is certainly an over-estimate, 
but when we remember that there has been an 
almost continuous stampeu^f slaves for more 
tlian eighteen montlis past from one of the 
most densely slave-populated districts in the 
State, (the counties of Valine, Lafayette, Jack- 
son, Cass and Johnson,) and when we take into 
consideration the fact that this same hegira has 
been kept up in many other parts of the State, 
along our western and south-western border, 
along the upper and lower Mississippi, along 
our railroads, and elsewhere, it would seem 
probable it is rather an under than an over es- 
timate. Supposing it to be correct, we then 
have seventy-four thousand nine hundred and 
thirty -one remaining. Taking it for granted 
tliat these will remain with their owners ; that 
tliey have no desire to leave, and cannot be in- 
duced to do so, the question then recurs, is this 
supply adequate to the demand for labor in our 
State ? No one, I presume, will so far stultify 
himself as to say it is ; and I will not tliere- 
fore occupy time by attempting to show that it 
is not. Even before the commem.'ement of the 
war, there was a scarcity of labor. To satisfy 
our minds on this point, we have but to recall 
the enormous prices then paid for common farm 
hands and house servants. Ordinary plow boys, 
from fifteen to eighteen years old, would hire 
for from eight to ten dollars per month ; able- 
bodied men, from fifteen to twenty dollars; 
nurses and house girls from four to six dollars, 
and cooks and wash-women from seven to ten 



dollars. In addition to this, the hirer was gen- 
erally required to furnish clothing, and pay 
medical bills and taxes. 

If, in answer to this, it be stated there has 
been a decrease in the actual demand for labor 
since the beginning of the war, it may be re- 
plied that there has been more than a corre- 
sponding diminution in the number of laborers, 
and that that diminution is still going on, and 
is likely to continue going on unless we can do 
something to arrest it It is indispensable to 
the well-being of Missouri that her slumbering 
resources be developed as speedily as possible. 
Unless this can be done to a considerable ex- 
tent in a very few years, her already impaired 
credit will be ruined, and the hopeless bank- 
ruptcy of our State and people is inevitable. In 
order to avert this calamity, we must draw 
upon the inexhaustible resources that are lying 
dormant in her fertile fields and rich mines. 
To do this, we must secure laborers, and 
from immigration alone may we hope for a sup- 
ply. Is it probable tliis will come from the 
South ? If we expect to supply the demand of 
which we have spoken with slave laborers, we 
will have to get them from other slave States, 
or not at all ; and the bare suggestion that this 
is within the limits ot possibility is so preposter- 
ous that I will venture to assert you cannot find 
a sane man in the State of Missouri who will 
admit that such an idea ever crossed his mind. 
These things being true, and surely they can- 
not be successfully controverted, it follows thai 
our future supply of labor must oome from the 
free States, or not come at alL 

To comprehend the magnitude of our de- 
mands in this particular, we have but to con- 
sider the vastness of our territory, and the lim- 
ited prof^ress that has been made in the devel- 
opment of its immense and varied resources. 

Our State contains 43,128,200 acres of Und, 
of which, I assume, 26,000,000, at least, are 
susceptible of cultivation, and are of unsur- 
passed fertility ; and the remainder of which is 
filled with inexhaustible supplies of coal, iron, 
lead, and perhaps other treasures. All these 
sources of wealth have hitherto yielded noth- 
ing compared with what they will yield when 
properly developed. Of the 26,000,000 acres 
arable land which I have supposed within our 
limits, there were under improvement in 1860 
only 6,246,871 acres, leaving unimproved 
19,753,129 acres, or nearly four-fifths of the 
whole. 

If we glance, fbr a moment, at the progress 
that has been made in the development of our 
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mineral resoaroei, we will diacoTer aa madi 
inattention to this interest as is apparent in tlie 
department of agricolture. 

In 1860, Missouri prudnced only 22,000 tons 
pig iron, while Pennsylvania produced 568,660 
tons, Ohio 94,647, New York 68,145, and New 
Jersey 29,048. This same jear, Missouri pro- 
dneed only 4,678 tons of bar and other rolled 
iron, while Pennsylrania produced 259,709, 
New York 88.275, and New Jersey 25,006. 
Missouri produced only 97,000 bushels of coal, 
while PennsyWania produced 66,994,295, Ohio 
28,889,900, and lUinois 14,258,110. In the 
production of lead, Missouri excelled. During 
the year just mentioned, she produced 366,660 
tons, while Illinois produced only 72,958, Iowa 
160,500, and Wisconsin 825,868. 

I presume no one will Insist that the excess 
which I have pointed out in each of these cases, 
grows out of superior natural resources in the 
State in which it occurred. Coal, I believe, in 
some of these States, abounds to a greater ex- 
tent than in Missouri, but with tliis exception 
her natural resources are superior to those of 
an J of the States mentioned. If from tliese 
Ikcts we can draw any practical conclusion 
whatever, it is that we need vastly more labor 
than we can at present command, to render 
available our exbaustless stores of mineral and 
agricultural wealth. 

This work once faurly begun, Missouri will 
enter upon her career of progress, and in a few 
short years will repair the desolate places with- 
in her border. And, having come up through 
great tribulation, having her robes dyed with 
the camag^ of many a hard fought battle, *^ in 
freedom's cause," she will take a proud stand 
among the great sisterhood of States, ever 
watcliful at the shrine of Liberty — ever willing 
to offer her sons a sacrifice upon her sacred 
altar. 

I have been endeavoring, Mr. President, to 
show that facts and figures, as well as the his- 
tory of events in our State during the last two 
years, sustain me in assuming that emancipa- 
tion in Missouri has become an inevitable ne- 
oeseity. Although I may have utterly failed 
to sustain the assumption, I do not entertain a 
moment's doubt as to its correctness, and will, 
therefore, briefly present my views frith refer- 
ence to the plan that has been recommended 
by the Committee on Emancipation. It is pro- 
bable there may be somt* other plan more com- 
patible with justice to the slaveholder, and bet- 
ter calculated for the attainment of the desired 
end. If so, no one will regret its adoption in ! 



lieu of the scheme reported by the committee. 
The question of greatest difficulty with ref- 
erence to any plan, is one of time. This fact 
will become apparent to any one who will com- 
pare the various plans presented to the Con- 
vention, and referred to the committee ; and it 
was rendered even more obvious in the com- 
mittee room by the wide and seemingly irre- 
conciUble differences of opinion entertained 
and expressed by the members at their first 
sessions. But, with a spirit of kindness and 
forbearance, and, I may add, devotion to the 
peace and best interests of Missouri, they la- 
bored at the task befbre them, from day to day, 
until they agreed upon the plan proposed in 
their report. It is the result of concession on 
the part of all that concurred in its adoption; 
and is, in ^ct, a compromise report. I devoutly 
trust that the generous spirit that pervaded the 
deliberations of the committee will manifest 
itself on this floor with equal, if not greater 
power, and will keep down all passion and dis- 
cord. 

The age in which we live, and the circum- 
stances with which we are surrounded, differ 
so widely, in many respects, from the past that 
its history may not throw much light on our 
pathway. I have, nevertheless, thought it not 
wholly improper to collect a few facts touching 
the action of other States that, in years gone 
by, while Reason and Justice yet maintained 
the throne, dealt with the subject of emanci- 
pation. 

** In 1774, the Legislature of Rhode Island 
interdicted the importation of slaves into that 
colony, and the next year enacted a law of 
emancipation, by declaring the children of all 
slave-mothers to be bom free. Massachusetts 
abolished slavery, by her bill of rights, in 1780. 
In 1784, Connecticut barred the introduction 
of slaves, and declared all bom after the 1st of 
March of that year free at the age of twenty- 
six. Pennsylvania, in 1780, by law, prohibited 
the introduction of slaves, and declared firee all 
children of slave-mothers bom thereafter. New 
Hampshire abolished slavery in 1792; New 
York in 1799; New Jersey in 1820." 

Two interesting points of inquiry arise right 
here with reference to emancipation in these 
States. The first is as to the schemes adopted, 
and the second as to the number of slaves 
emancipated. 

Although I have not had access to any books 
containing the acts of emancipation adopted by 
these several States, I think I am warranted in 
saying that the systems adopted were all, with 
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the exception of that of Massachusetts, gra^ 
dual — rerj gradual, indeed — and that the 
number of slares emancipated in all of said 
States together was not more than equal to 
two-thirds of the number now in Missouri. 

It will be remembered Rhode Island inaugu- 
rated her system in 1776. In 1790 Just fifteen 
years later, the number of free blacks in this 
State was 8,469, and the number of slaves 952. 
I presume the sum of these numbers would show 
more than the number of slaves in this State 
in 1776. We will, however, take it as the ac- 
tual number. It then follows tliat it took little 
Rhoda just sixty-five years to rid herself of 
4,421 slaves ; for we find she had five in 1840. 
Connecticut emancipated her slaves in 1784. 
According to the census returns for 1790 there 
were 2,801 free negroes, and 2,759 slaves in 
the State. Supposing all these to have been 
slaves in 1784, the number m the State at the 
latter period was 5,560. In 1840 there were 
seventeen slaves still remaining. It therefore 
took fifty-six years to accomplish her work of 
emancipation. In 1780 Pennsylvania com- 
menced her work of eifaancipation. In 1790 
her free negro population numbered 6,587, 
and her slaves 8,787. The two combined 
amount to 10,274. In 1840 there were sixty- 
four slaves remaining in the State; showing 
that it required sixty years to accomplish for 
less than 10,000 what we propose to do for 
75,000 or more in thirteen. In 1790 New 
Hampshire contained 158 slaves. She com- 
menced the herculean task of emancipating 
them in 1792. £ight years thereafter she had 
eight remaining. The great State of New 
York began the work of emancipation in 1799. 
In 1800 there were in the State 20,848 slaves. 
This, it will be borne in mind, was one year 
after* the passage of her emancipation act 
Under the system that was adopted it took 
her forty -one years to get rid of this compara- 
tively small number. In order to show the 
workings of her plan, I will give the census 
returns from 1800 down to the time the insti- 
tution became extinct. In 1800 she contained 
20,848; in 1810, 15,017; in 1820, 10,088; in 
1880. 75; and in 1840, 4. In 1820 New Jersey 
adopted an emancipation act, having within 
her border at the time just 7,557 slaves. The 
census returns for 1860 show she then had 18 
still regarded ah slaves. 

Thus we see that the six States mentioned 
did not have within their limits, all told, ex- 
ceeding 48,818 slaves, that could have been 
effected by their act of emancipation. But, so 



fto as I can learn from the authorities to whicli 
I have had access, not one of the slaves fai 
being at the time Pennsylvania passed her 
emancipation act was set free ; and I believe 
the same assertion true with reference to sU 
the others. 

If these States, containing respectively such 
a very small number of slaves, thought it wise 
to adopt plans of emancipation that required 
from forty to sixty^five years to bring about 
the desired result, it certainly will not be con- 
sidered as unwise in us to take thirteen yean 
to fully emancipate 75,000, some say 90/)00. 

Mr. President,. I would ask gentlemen who 
vociferate so loudly and earnestly for immedi. 
ate emancipation, how they can, in view of the 
past history of emancipation io the United 
States, reconcile it to themselves to inaugortte 
a system which, it appears, has never been 
thought expedient, even in States in which the 
slave population was less than a tenth part of 
what it is in Missouri? 

Could we give full compensation to the 
owner, and were the slaves of this State fully 
prepared and qualified for their freedom, the 
question might bear a different aspect; but 
when we remember that we do not propose to 
pay a solitary dollar to the owner, and that 
the negroes, as a class, are wholly unprepared 
for enjoying full and unrestricted freedom, the 
proposition appears both inhuman and un- 
human and unjust — inhuman to the negro, 
and unjust to the master. 

Although I labored to change some import- 
ant features of the report of the committee, 
and earnestly desired success, I will state I 
accepted it as a compromise, and as such I in- 
tend to support it. Should it be adopted by 
this body, I shall confidently hope for many 
beneficial results, one of which, and perhaps 
not the least, will be a cessation of the ever- 
lasting clamor about the negro, and, conse- 
quently, a more healthy state of morals among 
a very large and respectable class of our citi- 
zens known as politicians. 

Mr. President, I hare thus endeavored, 
calmly and fairly, to express my views on 
this great and, to the people of onr State, 
roost momentous question. lam not unmind- 
ful of the fact that in them others will fiod 
much to condemn, and perhaps little to ap- 
prove i but they are the result of my own re- 
flections, and, as far as they go, present my 
conscientious convict'ons with reference to 
the subject under consideration, and my views 
of duty under existing circumstances. 
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And DOw^Mr. Prtsidtnt, I leave the subject 
in the bands of the ConveotioD, believing that 
each member will give to it in the future* as in 
the pasty that careful consideratioa which its 
importance demands, and hoping that a spirit 
of kindness and conciliation may pervade our 
body, that we may do nothing to occasion fu- 
ture regrets, and ihat the result of our delibera- 
tions may contribute largely to the future 
peace and prosperity of our State. 

Pending: the consideration of the motion, Mr. 
HouoR moved an adjournment of the Conven- 
tion to half-past 2 o'clock. Carried. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met at half-past 2 o'clock and 
resumed the consideration of Mr. Drake's 
amendment, pending at the time of adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. WooLFQLK. Mr. President : I ask the 
indulgence of this body, while I give the rea- 
sons which will influence my action upon the 
questions now before the House. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from St. Louis, ^Mr. 
Drake,) providing for the abolition of slaveiy 
on the first day of January, 1864, has already 
been fully discussed, and I rhall therefore only 
bestow upon it a passing notice. In my opin- 
ion it 19 plainly unconstitutional, unjust to the 
slaveowner, and disastrous to the industrial 
interests of the State. The slaveowner who 
bad removed to our State with his property, 
induced by the pledge in our Constitution that 
it would be protected, could justly complain of 
a breach of faith if this amendment is adopt- 
ed, while it violates the Constitution also by 
taking private property for public use with- 
out just compensation. We all know that it 
is impossible for the slaveowner to send his 
property from the State at this time. Military 
lines prevent its shipment south, and orders 
exist which prohibit its exportation from the 
State without a permit from a Provost Mar^ 
sbal, which, I am informed, is rarely given. 
The owner then cannot remove his property 
from the State before January 1st, 1864, and 
the amendment of the gentleman from St. 
Louis thus robs him of his property without 
any compensation. But I object to it, also, 
for the reason that it forever retains the ne 
groes in the State. No one has any interest 
in removing them from the State when once 
they become free. I desire such an ordinance 
as will make it the interest of the owner to 



remove his slave property from the State, 
and which will allow him sufficient time to 
do so. 

The ordinance introduced by the majority of 
the committee, providing for the abolition of 
slavery in 1876, does not meet my entire ap- 
proval, yet in a spirit of concession I will give 
it my support if I can secure its submission to 
the people. At the proper time I shall offer 
an am<*ndment, providing for its submission on 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November, 1864. This is the time fixed for 
our next general election for State officers, and 
our various candidates can then discuss the 
whole matter before the people. 

I must confess, sir, that I have not changed 
my sentiments upon this question of emanci- 
pation. I have always regretted this slavery 
agitation during the continuance of our trou- 
bles, and I regret it now. I will briefly refer 
to the causes which have induced me to give 
this ordinance my support, hoping that they 
may also influence other gentlemen who are 
opposed to emancipation. In giving these 
causes, it will be necessary to briefly trace the 
progress of this emancipation movement. I 
will not, however, go back funber than one 
year ago, when the Histinguisbed gentleman 
from St. Louis, fMr. Breckinridge,) intro- 
duced into this body an ordinance for the grad- 
ual emancipation of slaves in Missouri. Al- 
though the ordinance was thoroughly conser- 
vative in character, and its adoption was urged 
with all that persuasi\e eloquence for which 
the gentleman is distinguished ; yet this Con- 
vention refused to act upon the question of 
emancipation. We refused, too, in spite of 
oth<>r and greater influences which h ere brought 
to bear upon us. The radicals throughout the 
State had suddenly raised a simultaneous howl 
in favor of emancipation, and many who had 
hitherto been regarded as conservative added 
to the numbers and influence of that party. 
The President of the United States bad also 
chosen to interest himself in the domestic af- 
fairs of Missouri, and had urged eman«*ipation 
upon us*. He had talked largely of Congres- 
sional aid in furtherance of this object — aid, 
however, which was never rendered. He had, 
too, in the most officious, yet friendly spirit 
fbrewarned us of the danger of refusing to fol- 
low his sugirestions, and bluntly told us that 
we could not he blind to the <*signs of the 
times." I looked, sir, to see these **signs of 
the times," and I saw that a Repiibli«*an Con- 
gress bad applied the Chicago Platform to all 
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the Territories, that they had aholished 8la- 
Tery in the District of Columhia, and taxed the 
people of the United Statea in order to huy the 
freedom of the negroes in that District I saw, 
too, that Republican politicians were every- 
where clamorous for a proclamation abolishing 
slavery in the Southern Stages. I turned, sir, 
in disgust from these ''signs of the times" — 
turned from the polilicians to the people, and 
I saw other and different signs. I saw these 
fanatical Abolition Jacobins overwhelmingly 
repudiated by a majority of the Northern 
States. I saw, too, the existence of a restless 
and growing opposition everywhere, to a sec- 
tional and arbitrary policy, disregarding alike 
the restraints of law and the pledges of the 
past. But, alas ! to Missouri, prostrate and 
bleeding at the feet of Power, these "signs of 
the times" have proved but hople^ s harbingers 
of good. 

Sir, after our refusal to act upon this ques- 
tion of emancipation, we returned to our homes, 
and conservative men everywhere endorsed 
our action. They understood that we were 
opposed to negro agitation during the continu- 
ance of our troubles, and they were satisfied. 
We had let this slavery question alone when 
slaves were valuable, when the owner could 
have shipped this property south and obtained 
a full equivalent, and there was no propriety 
in its agitation now. Before this revolution 
emancipation could have taken place without 
injury to the slaveowner or to the State. Then, 
however, many of our emancipation friends 
boasted especially of being *^sound on the 
Jackson Resolutions." But when this pro- 
perty had greatly depreciated — when milita- 
ry lines prevented its shipment south, and 
military orders prohibited its removal fiom 
the State without a permit, which was rare- 
ly given — when, in other words, the slave- 
owner could neither get anything for his pro- 
perty at home, nor send it irom the State, then 
it was that the scales suddenly fellfiom the 
eyes of these pro-slavery gentlemen, and they 
beheld the wonderful beauties of free soil and 
speedy emancipation. Ob, consistency 1 thou 
art a jewel. 

Sir, in my opinion, this Convention acted 
wisely when it refused to consider ttte Eubject 
of emancipation, and the conservative maraes 
were ri|eht when they endorsed our action. 
We wanted peace in Missouri, and the part of 
wisdom was to agitate no questions which 
would divide the Union party, and add new 
embittermeots to the numerous causes of strife 



already existing. No system of emancipation 
could bring emigration and prosperity to a 
State wasted by civil fends, where property 
and life were insecure. All we needed was 
peace. When we had settled the Union ques- 
tion, and trade was reopened with the slave 
States, we could very soon have disposed of 
the negro question also. 

After our adjournment the fall election came 
on, and the Union party generally voted for 
candidates without regard to this question of 
emancipation. The all-absording theme was 
the Union question. Emancipation in many 
localities was not discussed at all. Where it 
was discussed, the great mass of the people 
supported those candidates opposed to slavery 
agitation in Missouri during the continuance 
of the war ; but many of these candidates 
wilfully deceived the people. Many elected 
simply as Union men, proved to be simply 
abolitionists. Many elected asanti-emancipa- 
tionists, turned up emancipationists in the Le- 
gislature. By means of this species of legerde- 
main, and be tArro'ism of bayonets, the eman- 
cipationists succeeded in obtaining majorities 
in both branches of the General Assembly. 

But, after the election, these " conservative" 
gentlemen threw off their disg^se. Our can- 
didates opposed to negro agitation — our very 
gradual emancipationists — forgot the principles 
on which they were elected. Recreants to all 
their pledges, many of them advocated imme- 
diate emancipation. Regardless of the indus- 
trial interests of the State, they proposed to 
turn loose upon us one hundred thousand fVee 
negroes to pollute society, and fill our prisons 
and poorhouses. But they desired to make a 
show of compensating loyal owners, and they 
asked of Congress an appropriation for that 
purpose, which, thank God, they did not get. 
Tes, sir, notwithstanding the fact that the na- 
tion was already staggering beneath the weight 
of an immense debt, which was daily increas- 
ing, these "conservative" gentlemen, these 
negro philanthropists, demanded that millions 
should be added to that debt ; that increased 
taxes should be wrung from our impoverished 
people — ^from the widows, the orphans, and the 
blood-bought pittance of the soldier — in order 
to buy freedom for the negroes of Missouri 1 

Mr. President, like all men who wilfully for- 
feit their pledges, these " conservative" gentle- 
men soon learned to disregard and despise the 
people tliev deceived. They found that, in the 
midst of bayonets, power was one thing and the 
people another thing. They boasted much of 
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anconditional loyalty — ^not to the people, but 
to the President, the commander of armies. 
Inflated by the giddy height to irhlch they had 
been elevated, they grew self-important; they 
talked largely of the necessity of a Dictator — 
a Dictator to be lifted over the heads of a free 
people, under the pretence of " saving the Un- 
ion 1 " — and each of them doubtless felt himself 
the man for the times. In the sweet delirium 
of power, visions of thrones, sceptres, palaces, 
flitted before the eye of imagination, and min- 
gled with their dreams of glory. 

'* Oh, but man, proud man, 
DreM6d in » lUfcle brief anfehorlty— 
Most ignoimnt of what be's moat aacvTed— 
Plays such fuitaatfo tricks befbio high haftven 
As make the angels weep." 

After a stormy session of seyeral months, 
daring which emancipation was the principal 
topic of discussion, this ** Rump Parliament" 
of Missouri ac^oums without doing anything 
on the subject I suppose they concluded to 
prolong the existence of slavery for the pleas- 
ure of keeping up negro agitation a while 
longer. Like the cat, when it has the mouse 
securely in its clutches, they wanted the pleas- 
ure of torturing their victim before they de- 
Toored it. 

I said they did nothing ; but they did succeed 
in arousing the demon of slave agitation through- 
out Missouri, which has brought the " irre- 
pressible conflict" to every hearth-stone, and 
added fuel to the fires of passion which had be- 
gun to slumber. Sir, that agitation is now 
upon us. The wildest spirit of fanaticism has 
been aroused upon this question of emancipa- 
tion. The flood-gates have been opened, and 
the stormy tide of revolution threatens, not 
only to sweep away slavery, but law and order 
with it. Action upon this question has become 
necessary. It is a necessity which all feel — all 
admit. One year ago, the conservatism of this 
Convention caused it to imitate the example of 
Kentucky, and refuse to agitate this question 
of emancipation during the continuance of our 
troubles. It would have t>een fortunate for the 
peace of Missouri if she could have continued 
to imitate Kentucky, but tliis agitation has been 
forced upon us by partisan politicians within 
and without the State, and now action has be- 
come as much the duty of conservatism as non- 
action was a year ago. Nearly all admit the 
necessity of action, and the only question is, 
what shall be the character of tliat action. In 
order to determine the remedy for our present 
ills, it is necessary to appreciate thoroughly the 



elements without and within the State which 
render action necessary. 

First, then, we And a mighty element beyond 
tlie State which is determined upon the de- 
struction of slavery in Missouri. This element 
has the control of the Government with its 
power and bayonets. This party are in faror 
of emancipation in Missouri, both upon anti- 
slavery principles and because they believe It 
will aid the cause of the Government in sup- 
pressing the rebellion. Taken as a whole, this 
is not a lawless element. They are not for rer- 
olutionary action in IMQssouri — ^for immediate 
emancipation by the bayonet, unless forced to 
adopt such a policy in consequence of Missou- 
ri's refusal to adopt some system of gradual 
emancipation. I think I might safely say that 
the mass of this element would prefer the ex- 
tinction of slavery in Missouri by legal means, 
and by the action of our own people. They 
only ask that it shall be phiced in a condition 
where the public mind would rest secure in the 
consciousness that it is in a state of ultimate 
extinction. It is idle, sir, to deny the fact thai 
it has become necessary to propitiate this ele- 
ment They have frequently, through official 
sources, manifested their desire or determina- 
tion that slavery should be extinguished in 
Missouri. Their reveille of flreedom is beating 
upon our borders. To spurn their overtures ; 
to throw ourselves back upon our reserved 
rights — our State sovereignty — would but re- 
sult in driving them into the arms of the law- 
less, rerolutionary party who favor immediate 
emancipation by the bayonet, without regard 
to loyal owners or the industrial interests of 
the State. The President of the United States 
may be said to represent the great mass of the 
anti-slavery element of the North. He has 
never urged upon us the adoption of anything 
but a gradual system of emancipation. He is 
now represented to favor only such a system ; 
and, true to his reputation fbr honesty and 
conservatism, he is said to be opposed to the 
radicals in Missouri, who compose the imme- 
diate emancipation party. To propitiate this 
element in the free States — to make them the 
friends of the conservative emancipationists, 
and friends to the best interests of Missouri — 
is one of the objects to be accomplished by ac- 
tion upon this subject 

But within our State limits there are ele- 
ments which render action necessaiy. A brief 
glance at the different parties in the State will 
best satisfy us of the necessity and the remedy 
required. The traveller over Miasouri will 
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find three classes of sentiment — three well- 
defined and distinct parties. The Secessionists 
compose one of these classes. They are men 
who still fondly cling to the delusion that Mis- 
souri is a part of the Southern Confederacy j 
that the Federal Government haft invaded the 
State, and that the Provisional Government is 
a usurpation, erected over the heads of the 
people by an ^Abolition'' Convention and the 
power of Federal bayonets. This class feel 
that their only allegiance is due to the rebel 
Governor R«»ynolds and the Government of the 
Conf<*derate States. Many of , them still re- 
gard it ao their duty to war on the Government 
of the United States^ and thus manifest resist- 
ance to what they regard as military occupa- 
tion of the State by the enemies of Missouri. 
It is eratifying to know that this class is ex- 
ceedingly small, and daily diminishing in num- 
bers. Time has eooled the wild^ fevered pas- 
sions which plunged them into rebellion. The 
Government of the Unitf'd States has always 
maintained its power in Missouri, and it is na- 
tural for men to yield allegiance to the '^powers 
that be." No Confederate flag has ever floated 
over any considerable portion of Missouri soil. 
When it has wandered to our State, it has al- 
ways come as the forerunner of storm, briefly 
floated amid battle-clouds, and then, tattered 
and torn, has been borne back to a more con- 
genial clime. The Missouri Secessionist has 
waited patiently, very patiently, for the com- 
ing of his friends. Never did lover list more 
eagerly for the footsteps of his mistress. His 
longing eye has often turned towards the south, 
and grown dim in seeking to discover his cho- 
sen banner floating on a southern sky ; but it 
came not, and " hope deferred maketh the heart 
flick." A few lingering enthusiasts still re- 
main, but their delirium has reached that crisis 
in the disease where the patient either dies or 
entirely recovers. A little skill now on the 
part of our physicians ; a little just severity, 
mingled with proper discrimination, will, lam 
flatlAfied, entirely eradicate the disease. A few 
of this class persist in their delusion, for the 
reason that Bfissouri is a slave State ; but pride 
of opinion, and the difficulty of effacing their 
past record, has more to do with perpetuating 
this remnant of a party than either the exist- 
ence or nonexistence of slavery in the State. 

Another of these classes call themselves 
Radical Union men. While professing a most 
bitter antagonism to the Secessionists, (here is 
yet a wonderful similarity between them. I 
presume it is upon the principle that extremes 



often meet The Missouri Secessionist de- 
nounces the Provisional Government, and th« 
Missouri Charcoal denounces it for the same 
reason, and in about the same language. The 
Missouri Secessionist Is exceedingly hostile to 
this Convention; the Missouri Charcoal bor- 
rows the bitter epithets of his Secession brother 
in order to hurl them at us. The Missouri 
Secessionist calls himself a revolutionist. The 
Missouri Charcoal adopts the language of his 
great leader, and boasts that ''we are the 
revolution." The Missouri Secessionist says 
there are but two parties — Secession and 
Abolition ) the Missouri Charcoal endorsee 
the statement, and denounces every man as a 
Secessionist who is not an Abolitionist One 
of these parties is radical pro-slavery, the other 
radical anti-slavery. If the Apostle Paul should 
return to earth, and a^ain proclaim, '< servants, 
be obedient to your masters,'' the Missouri Chmr^ 
coal would desire to crucify him as a Copper- 
head and a traitor ; while the Missouri Secee- 
sionlst would regard such a proclamation at 
the best evidence that he was inspired of God« 
Both of these parties are really opposed to any 
gradual and equitable system of emancipation. 
Many persons, in both parties, would prefer to 
see the institution abolished by violence, hoping 
that such a lawless policy would again provoke 
another bloody conflict in Missouri. 

Like the Secessionists, many of these Radi- 
cals are honest men, even enthusiasts. Bat 
many of them are animated by the basest mo- 
tives. They desire to disturb the quiet of the 
State, hoping that in the midst of hostilitiefl 
they can gratify their private malice, and pil- 
lage from their neighbors, under the pretence 
of putting down rebellion. They fully appre- 
ciate the maxim, that '^ in the midst of arms, 
the laws are silent." Neither of these extremes 
could live but for the existence of the other. 
Outrage upon one side provokes similar out- 
rsge from the other, and thus bad men, pro- 
fessing to belong to both parties, involve the 
State in constant warfare, and drive from our 
mid»t many of our best citizens. 

There is also a third party in the State, Mr. 
President, who value peace, law, and order, 
more than they do the existence or nonexist- 
^ce of any particular institution. They re- 
cognize the right of the people of Missouri to 
abolish or retain slavery, as the majority of our 
people may desire. While they would not 
provoke the pro-slavery party to madness 
by unnecessary outrage and wrong, neither 
would they madden the anti-slavery party 
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by obstinate perstfltency in clinging to any 
institution, sliould the majority of our peo- 
ple desire its removal. This class is com- 
posed of the good men — the law-abiding men 
of all past political parties. Many of them 
are Republicans, many Democrats, and many 
pro-slavery men. They feel that the State 
needs peace, and they are disposed to sacrifice 
all past prejudices in order to obtain it. They 
feel, too, that their surest guarantee for peace 
is in the Union and under. the Constitution) 
and by whatever name they call themselves, 
they agree in desiring the old order of things — 
^ the Constitution as it is, the Union as it was." 
The hope of the State is iu this class, and I 
may add that they are the best hope of the 
nation. 

It is evident, sir, from this brief survey of 
parties in the State, that action upon this ques- 
tion has become necessary. The law-abiding 
men in the State, both pro-slavery and anti- 
slavery, are perfectly willing to vote this ques* 
tion out at the ballot-box, submitting to the 
will of the majority. The revolutionists of all 
parties are opposed to any practical legislation 
upon the subject, and prefer non-action, as this 
keei>s alive the passions aroused by slavery 
agitation^ and fans into flame the' smouldering 
enit>ers of civil war in Missouri. Non-action 
would drive many conservative anti-slavery 
BOD into the arms of the revolutionary party. 
This party would be their last resort, if they 
failed to accomplish emancipation by legal 
and peaceful means. The revolutionary party, 
swelled by the strength and influence of the 
conservative anti-slavery men, would be em- 
boldened to abolish slavery by violent and 
revolutionary means. This unjust policy might 
drive thousands of loyal pro-slavery men into 
resistance, perhaps rebellion, and thus non- 
action upon this subject might again plunge 
na into the horrors of civil war. 

Appreciating then, sir, the necessity of ac- 
tion, our next inquiry is, what shall be the 
character of that action ? Shall we endeavor 
to conciliate the Secessionists, or shall we en- 
deavor to conciliate the Radicals, who demand 
immediate emancipation, regardless of the 
rights of loyal owners, or the industrial in- 
terests of the State? Sir, if gentlemen are 
aetaaied by any desire to conciliate either of 
these elements, they had best banish them at 
once. There are three distinct parties in the 
State — a Secession, a Democratic, and an 
Abolition party. You cannot harmonize tbece 
parties. You might as well attempt to mix oil 



and water. The Democracy and the Aboli- 
tionists are unable to harmonize in the Free 
States, and you cannot harmonize them here. 
To conciliate either of these parties you must 
place yourself squarely upon their platform. 
In doing this you abandon the other two. liCt 
gentlemen choose their ground. The Radical 
party are determined on slavery agitation. 
Concessions will but make them more violent, 
while it will alienate conservative men. If 
this Convention has resolved to make itself the 
tool of the Radicals, I would advise them to 
adopt no half-way measures in their efforts at 
conciliation. To be the tool of this party, 
without yielding fully to its demands, will but 
render this body contemptible in the eyes of 
the men it s^eks to propitiate, and forfeit at 
the same time the respect of the true conserva- 
tive seniiment of the State. No, gentlemen ; if 
you have determined to become the slaves of 
this party, go a little further and you may be- 
come their masters. Put yourselves squarely 
upon their platform ; write on your banners, 
^< We are the Revolution.*' Lead the van ; 
don't limp in the rear. Call upon the Presi- 
dent to apply his proclamation to Missouri and 
free the slaves of loyal and disloyal men. 60 
further. Require the owner to pay the slave 
for the time he has worked for him while in a 
state of servitude, and, in default of such pay- 
ment, compel the master to work for his negro 
just as long as his negro worked for him. But do 
not stop here. If you are for immediate emanci- 
pation — if you desire to turn loose a hundred 
thousand free negroes upon the State, making 
no provision for deportation, then you must 
prepare for a war of races, or else amalgama- 
tion. I tell you, sir, two distinct castes cannot 
live together peaceably on terms of equality. 
If the white man dont enslave the negro, the 
neg^o will ultimately enslave the white man. 
We tried it with the Indians. The red chiefs 
welcomed the pale faces to the hunting grounds 
of their fathers; welcomed them as friends 
and brothers. There was much to harmonise 
them. The wild forests of America seemed 
large enough for both races. The white man 
was a Christian, fleeing from religious perse- 
cution. His heart was filled with peace and 
good will towards all men. Abandoning the 
civilization and luxuries of the old world, he 
had sought the wilds of the Western Hemis- 
phere, merely for freedom to worship Qod. 
To the rude Indian the white man seemed an 
angel visitor. He brought with htm tidings of 
the Great Spirit, the arts and sciences, the re- 
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finements and conveniences of civilization. 
But notwithstanding all these harmonizing in- 
fluences, the descendents of Shem and Japhet 
could not live together In peace. The meek 
and patient Christian of the old world soon 
became an Indian fighter in the new. Hardly 
was the white man's foot firmly planted on the 
Western Hemisphere before a war of races 
began — a bitter, relentless war, which has 
continued, and will continue till the last red 
man is driven into the Pacific. 

Sir, this is the history of the white and the 
red man 5 but if the Abolitionists accomplish 
their purposes, the history of the white and 
black man is yet to be written. What will be 
that history ? Can you expect it to be peace- 
ful ? Can you expect the black race long to be 
content with personal freedom and political sla- 
very ? Cannot the negro well claim, that, if fit 
for private liberty, he is fit also for political 
equality? Can he not well assert, that, if 
taxed to support Government, he should have 
a voice in ihe control of that Governmeul? 
Otherwise you would have taxation without 
representation, and the negro could well point 
to our own revolutionary strug^l^s with Eng- 
land to show that freemen would never submit 
to such oppression. Sir, we cannot turn loose 
these negroes in our midst, and keep them a 
distinct and inferior race. The spiiit of liber- 
ty, once aroused, would phinge them Into re- 
sistance to 8««ch iiijusiice. The memory of past 
wrong?, past degradation, the master's lash, of 
unrewarded lab ^r, would Itself nil their hearts 
with burning hate to the white man, and pre- 
pare them for a war of races. Tpon this 
American continent the struggle of 'he white 
and the led man would again be re-enacted ; 
but this time, sir, it would b« a moie fierce 
and bloody struggle. We would no longer 
contend wi'h a savage eneroj, but with an In- 
tellii'fnt, embittered foe, wlmm our own Gov- 
ernm^-nt had organized, dnlleil, and taught the 
art of war. I tell you, sir, these Radicals are 
nursing a thunderbolt in the bosom of their 
country. If not satisfied with the example 
taken from our own country, let them turn to 
England — let them trace there the long em- 
blttert-d contests between the Norman and the 
Saxon — a war of ca.«tes — a war which never 
ended until amalgamation finally melted and 
mineled the hostile races into one. 

Yes, sir, If this Convention desires to concil- 
iate the radicals let them act wisely and go a 
step further. I^et them elevate the negro to 
the full rank of an American freeman ; open to 



him the bal1oMx>x and the honors and emola- 
ments of official station. It is either this or a 
war of races in the end. But, sir, this is not 
all. In the East, where the people are nearer 
the sunrise, the amalgamationists have appre- 
ciated the fact that this is not all. If the ne- 
gro is made your equal in personal and politi- 
cal privileges, he soon becomes your social 
equal also. It springs naturally fipom a recog- 
nition of his other claims. He mingles in your 
public meetings, meets you upon 'change, and 
in the various avenues of trade, and soon he be- 
comes a participant in your social gathering^. 
He is a guest at your feasts, is invited to your 
parlors, escorts your daughters to church, and 
soon color and caste are forgotten, and amal- 
gamation results,— first among the lower classes 
and afterwards among all. The Anglo-Saxon 
blood degenerates by a mixture with the Afk-i- 
can. We lose those noble characteristics which 
made the American Union the greatest nation 
on this continent, the first in the world ; and 
we sink to a level with the Mexican and South 
American races. 

Are gentlemen prepared for this? Sir, in 
the language of another, " shield me and mine 
from that philanthropy which would b'end the 
crystal eye, the elevated feature, the ambrosial 
and waving curl, the rosy skin — all the striking 
and glorious attributes which mark the favor- 
ites of nature, exhaling fragrance and redolent 
of beauty and of bloom— with the disgusting 
peculiarities, the wool, and grease, and ftetor of 
the blackened savage of the Southern deserts. 
The Saxon and the Celt, the Norman and the 
Pane— even the Tartar and the Hun, the Turk 
and the Saracen— the races of Shem and Japhet, 
may compound and melt and mingle into one 
people, when met upon the same soil, but the 
race of Ham must serve or separate." 

Assuming, gentlemen, that you will be 
prompted by higher, nobler motives than a 
mere desire to conciliate either of the extremes, 
let us proceed to investigate the remedy for our 
present evils. If we are correct in our defini- 
tion of the three classes in the State, the real 
issue to-day Is not slavery or no slavery, but 
law or no law. We have two parties in the 
State who call themselves revolutionists, and 
but one party who profess any respect for the 
Constitution and Uiws of Missouri or the United 
States. 

I tell you, sir, this negro question is but a 
pretext for revolution, first used by the Seces- 
sionists and now by the Abolitionists. In many 
cases, your radical Abolitionist who desires im- 
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^mediate emancipatioii, is also in &yor of ma- 
rauding, theft, arson, murder, and all the cata- 
logue of crime. Wherever in the State this 
element has control, unrestrained hy the mili- 
tary, you find lawlessness prerailing, and 
property and life insecure. Your radical Ab- 
olitionist desires to abolish, at once, the laws 
protecting slave property, because it is a step 
toward agrarianism. If he can destroy owner- 
ship in this kind of property at one fell blow, 
he can as easily destroy it in all other property. 
My title to my stock and my lands is protected 
by the same laws that protect my tide to my 
negro. Revolution is often a great leveler. If 
once this destruction of vested rights is begun, 
God only knows where it will «nd. Sir, the 
object of this Convention should be to nnite 
the law-abiding, conservative men of every 
party against the lawless men ; the honest men 
against the thieves. How shall we do it? The 
way is plain. There are thousands of good 
law-abiding men who are opposed to emandpa- 
tioo, and thousands also who are in favor of it. 
The latter class have seen the rapid progress of 
Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa in wealth and 
population, contrasted with Missouri. Mis- 
souri suffers by a comparison, and they regard 
slavery as the evil which has retarded our pro- 
gress. They naturally desire to eradicate the 
evil, bat they would do it as Pennsylvania, In- 
diana and other States have done it — in a legal, 
peaoefiiL gradual manner, without wrung to the 
slave- owner, or injury to the industrial inter- 
ests of the State. They know that a system of 
gradual emancipation inaugurated, will have 
all the beneficial effects of emancipat on accom- 
plished. It would have just the same effect 
towards bringing emigration to the State. The 
conservative emancipationist and the conserva- 
tive pro-slavery man differ upon this question 
of emancipation, but agree in their readiness to 
submit to the will of the majority of our peo- 
ple, constitutionally expressed. Let us, then, 
unite honest, conservative men of all parties 
by passing an act of gradual emancipation, and 
submitting it to the people. I would prefer an 
ordinance of emancipation similar to that of 
Pennsylvania, leavng all slaves now in exist- 
ence slaves for life, their posterity to be free 
at the age of twenty -eight. I appreciate the 
fitct, however, that such a system is better 
adapted to a state of peace than to revolutiona- 
ry times like these. While I have several ob- 
jections to the ordinance as reported, yet I shall 
vote to submit it to the people. 
I regret to find that gentlemen diflR^r as to the 



PIppriety of submitting our action to the people, 
fn my opinion, this ordinance will only derive 
its vitality and efSoai^ from the popular ap- 
proval. This Convention has outlived the issues 
which gave it birth. It has long since fulfilled 
its mission ; and on this question of emancipa- 
tion it cannot claim to be the latest expression 
of the popular will. To reftise to submit our 
action to the people would be an assumption of 
power always dangerous and always odious, 
because it indicates distrust of the people them- 
selves. In this case the assumption would be 
particularly odious, as this Convention cannot 
cUiim to have been elected with reference to 
this subject Such a policy would defeat the 
very object the Convention has in view — the 
pacification of the State and the suppression of 
slavery agitation. The odium of our conduct 
would attach to the ordinance itself, and in the 
end, perhaps, secure its defeat, thus throwing 
back this whole emancipation movement into 
its original chaos. Sir, we already find the 
Charcoal party clamorous for the submission 
of our act to the people. To ref\ise to do it^ 
will but continue this slavery agitation, mingled 
with clamorous charges of usurpation, an at- 
tempt to fasten slavery on the State, and God 
knows what besides. The conservative pro- 
sUvery party desire its submission at some fu- 
ture day, and our refusal to gratify the popular 
demand will but embitter our enemies and 
alienate our friends. 

Sir, for one, I am not afiraid to trust the peo- 
ple. They sometimes err, but they speedily 
get right again. Let us submit our act on the 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 
A. D. 1864— our next general election. Our 
candidates for office can then fully discuss the 
whole question before the people, and they will 
have had ample time to consider it. 

It is to be hoped that before that time peace 
will be restored, and a fair, full vote can be 
taken. Then, with all the lights of time and 
reflection flung around this question — with all 
the mysteries of the great future folly re- 
vealed, the people can decide whether they 
will accept or reject our ord nance. 

But many of my friends, Mr. President, o^ject 
to taking any action on this question of eman- 
cipation, because they do not regard it now as 
a question of State policy, but a partisan mat- 
ter. They regard it as but a part of Uie great 
anti'Slavery programme of that party which at 
present controls the destinies of the nat on. 
The watchword of that party is emancipa- 
tion for the Border States, the proclama- 
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tion for the Sonth. Tbej tell us that tii&re^ 
fhouM be abolished in Misaoari because it is an 
element of weakness, and in the South because 
it is an element of strength. If slarery in the 
South is an element of strength to the rebel- 
lion, surely in Missouri it is an element of 
strength to the Government. Here the entire 
produce of the slare goes to the support of the 
GoTernment. Our Abolition firiends, perceiv- 
ing the inconsistency of this mode of argu- 
ment, fall back upon another position. They 
urge that slavery is the cause of the rebellion, 
and therefore it should be abolished. They 
urge further, that it keeps up the rebellion in 
Missouri, and therefore immediate emancipa- 
tion is necessary. I iras not aware, sir, that 
any rebellion existed in Missouri ; but if there 
does, I would ask if it is not carried on by 
, white men and not negroes 1 I hear of no ne- 
groes in the State engaged in the rebellion. I 
tell you, sir, this rebellion in Missouri has been 
kept up by white men. True, the existence of 
slavery in the State may have induced many 
of our citizens to engage in this rebellion, be- 
lieving this to be ** an Abolition war,'* but to 
make it an Abolition war will not convince 
them of their error. Sir, do you believe it 
would give us peace if you were, to-day, to 
ttee every negro in the State by violence ? No, 
sir, but it would make rebels ten times more 
numerous tfian tibey now are. Wrong and 
outrage may keep up rebellion in Missouri, 
but it will never put it down. 

Mr. President, it is time for the Abolitionists 
to learn that white men, and not negroes, con- 
tinue this rebellion in Misouri. If they want 
peace, they must learn to respect the rights of 
white men. Why, sir, if such men as Jenni- 
Bon and Pennlck were stationed in Massacfau- 
estts, they would stir up rebellion if tbey acted 
as they have done in Missouri. Wherever the 
blood of freemen courses in the veins of Amer- 
icans, they will resist men who pillage their 
property, bum their houses, and turn their 
families out to starve* It is natural for all 
men to resist oppression, but it is a lesson 
which Americans have learned even in their 
cradles. 

Sir, the allegation that slavery is the cause 
of this rebellion is but a miserable pretence for 
abolition outrage and wrong. I deny, sir, that 
it is the cause. I deny that this institution is a 
nursery for treason, as the Abolitionists would 
have us believe. Have our Abolition friends 
forgotten that slavery existed In the South 
long before this Government was estaUished, 



and that prior to these dlfilculties the men of 
the South were the most patriotic citizens of 
the Republic ? Have tbey forg<men that the 
Washingtons, the Henrys, ti>e Jeffersons, the 
Sumpters and Marions of the Hevolutioii were 
from slave States, and mostly slaveowneni 
Have they lost sight of the fact that hi the war 
of 1812 the South poured out Its blood Uke 
water In defence of the flag, while our New 
England patriots were figuring in Hartford 
Conventions and refushig to send their troops 
beyond their respective States? Sir, have 
they forgotten that the Abolition party were 
opposed to the war with Mexico, and that it 
was chiefly Southern patriotism and Southern 
valor which planted our banner upon the Cap- 
itol of the Montezumas and dictated a peace 
which added California, Texas and New Mex- 
ico to ttie Stars of the Union % 

Sir, I can assert without fear of suecessfol 
contradiction, that for eighty years prior to 
these troubles the patriotism of the slave Ststei 
was without a blot or blemish. Why this sad- 
den change ? Is it not strange that the patri- 
otic South, the home of Washington, Jefiersoo, 
and Jackson, have suddenly become a brood of 
bitter, uncompromising traitors, merely be- 
cause African slavery existed among them, ai 
it has always done? Will our Abolitkn 
friends tell us that six millions of freemen, for 
no other reason, suddenly forsook the Govern- 
ment of their fathers, plunged into a fierce 
struggle for separate existence, with an enemy 
four times their numbers — ^havc endured fern- 
ine and hardships, and yet fearlessly fling their 
banners to the breeze, and talk not of submis- 
sion although overborne by superior numbers ? 
Is there no cause for this but African slavery? 

The gentleman from Jackson^ (Mr. Comin- 
go,) showed in his speech this morning, that 
many of the Southern leaders had admitted that 
their principal motive for rebellion was to ob- 
tain free trade. But this motive alone coold 
never have precipitated the Southern States into 
rebellion. I would ask, sir, if our Abolition 
friends are entirely guiltless, who in times past 
have sent petition after petition to Congress 
praying for a dissolution of the Union ? Have 
these Abolition Union -savers forgotten their 
own burnli g denunciations of the Constitution 
and the Union ?— forgotten their ''irrepressible 
conflict?** — their resistance to the execution 
of the fugitive slave law? Have our Aboli- 
tion Christians forgotten how, in times past, 
they refused longer to hold any fellowship 
with thek southern brethren, and, regardlesi 
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of their entreatiea, tpunked them from every 
Northern Chorcbi if I remember rightly, ex- 
cept the CatlM>Iic and iron-side Baptists ? Can 
they wonder that the Southero Christian, 
spvned and despised hy his Northern brethren, 
shouid 1>egin to think of dividing the political 
Union, alter he had besn taught how to sunder 
the more endearing ties of christian fellowship 
and brotherly love ? Sir, I am no apologist 
for secession. It is a heresy for which I find 
no authority in the Constitution of my country ; 
but I do believe, sir, that it is a heresy first 
(aught by the Abolition party of the North, 
and instilled by them into the Southern heart 
I believe, sir, with that sagacious statesman, 
Horatio Seymour, that this rebellion was caus- 
ed, not by slavery, not alone by Abolitionism, 
but in consequence of a growing disregard for 
the Constitution and laws, both at the North 
and South. I repeat, sir, that, I am no apolo- 
gist for secession. Neither, am I deluded by 
that more ingenious and artful plea that seces- 
sion is revolution. A revolution is defined to 
be : A material or entire change in a form of 
Government.'' The design of violent revolu- 
tion is to eradicate some evil in the Govern- 
ment which cannot be accomplished by legal 
and peaceful means. Can we then call seces- 
sion truly a revolution which does not seek to 
eradicate any evil existiog in the Government, 
but would oveiihrow and destroy the Govern- 
ment itself ? There, sir, was the fatal mistake 
of the 8 outhem leaders. They sought to eradi- 
cate no evil in the Government They did not 
distinguish between Abolitionism, Democracy 
or Republicanism, but at one fell blow they 
sought to strike down the Government itself, 
burying Republicans, Abolitionists and Demo- 
crats beneath the ruins of a common country. 
Sir, true revolution never seeks the destruction 
of a country. Its object is to purify, regener- 
ate ; to save, not to destroy. Like the lightning 
and the storm, though it ruffles for a time, it 
leaves the sky calmer and more serene, the air 
more balmy than before its existence. If our 
Southern friends were really revolutionists 
they should have unfurled the old flag^and bat- 
tled under it for their Constitutioaal rights. 
If they regarded Abolitionism as an evil which 
threatened to subvert the Constitution and the 
Union, they should have hoisted the standard 
of revolution, and proclaimed warfare In iht 
ViniiO% upon the men who denounced the Con- 
stitution and resisted the execution of the laws. 
This, sir, would have been revolution. Had 
they done this, thousands of noble, patriotic 
17 



men everywhere would have united with them 
in the destruction of. a common enemy. But 
when they unfurled an alien flag, and pro- 
claimed themselves the advocates of a separate 
nationality, they placed themselves in antagon- 
bm to the country itself, forfeited the sympa- 
thy of their friends, and nerved the arm of 
every patriot against them. 

I repeat, sir, that I am no apologist for se- 
cession, and neither am I an apologist for abo- 
litionism. If I regarded this ordinance as a 
concession to (hat party, I should vote against 
it. With my proposed amendment added, it 
is not a concession to them. We will then 
simply submit our ordinance of gradual eman- 
cipation to our own people, to be voted upon 
by them. I do not believe this slavery agita- 
tion will ever end until the people can have a 
full, fair vote upon the question of emancipa- 
tion. Yet, sir, so bitter is my antagonism to 
the Abolition party — a hostility engendered by 
early prejudice and intensified by the convic- 
tions of maturer years— that if, at the time of 
the popular vote on this ordinance, I think that 
its passage will give aid and comfort to that 
party, I shall vote against it So help me God, 
I shall do nothing to ^encourage a revolution- 
ary, destructive policy, which I fear will bury 
in the same bloody grave American institu- 
tutions and American liberty. All sectional- 
ism is bad enough ; but Abolitionism is aggres- 
sive sectionalism, the most hateful of all. Like 
the fanaticism of Mohammed, it seeks to propa- 
gate its tenets by the sword— to force its own 
Northern civilization, habits and customs upon 
the more tropical regions of the South. Deaf to 
the voice of history, our abolition friends will 
not learn that such attempts have always re- 
sulted in unmitigated evil. The policy they 
desire to pursue towards the South, was tried 
with Poland— with Ireland. Chained to the 
conqueror's car they passed under the <^Cau- 
dine forks.'' Their subjugation seemed com- 
plete — yet generations have passed away, and 
still in sympathy, in unity of sentiment, in all 
the elements which make a people one, Po- 
land has never become a part of Russia, nor 
Ireland a part of England. The restless spirit 
•f liberty— of unconquered hate and unforgot* 
ten wrong— still bums unquenched iu the hearts 
of their descendants, and like the volcanic fires 
in the bosom of the earth, the flame of rebel- 
lion bursts forth at every favorable opportu- 
nity. 

Sir, our Abolition friends call tiiemselves 
Union men, but they act as though they were 
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the enemies of (he Union. In addition to pur- 
suing a policy which seems designed to/make 
the war perpetual, they have added new and 
herculean labors to the task of saving the 
Union. Unwilling to simply suppress the re- 
bellion and restore the supremacy of the Con- 
stitution, they seek, also, to overturn and revo- 
lutionize the whole social system of the South — 
to free the slave and subjugate the free— a task 
far more difficult than that of merely suppress- 
ing the rebellion. Yet, sir, if slavery is the 
cause of the war, and it were possible for its 
destruction to save the Union as it was in all 
but slavery, our Abolition friends are right in 
saying it should be destroyed. I value no in- 
stitution above a good and noble Oovernment, 
for which I have perilled my life. But, sir, 
even the President of the United States does 
not seem to agree with the gentleman from St. 
Louis, (Mr. Drake,) in the opinion that sla- 
very is the cause of the war. He has refused 
to abolish slavery in Kentucky, Maryland, 
Missouri and Tennessee — in fact, has refused 
to abolish it wherever he had the power to do 
it, and only proposed to destroy it where he 
had not the power. Surely if the President 
regarded slavery as the cause of the war, he 
would not permit the institution to exist where 
he had the power to destroy it He would cer- 
tainly not allow General Banks to return slaves 
to their former owners, in Louisiana, even as 
hired servants, as he must know, that if the 
Union is restored, and Louisiana remains a 
State, those slave-owners will again become 
law-makers, and will re-enslave their negroes. 
It is plain, sir, that the President does not re- 
gard slavery as the cause of the war ; but 
merely attacks the institution within the re- 
bel lines, as a war measure, in order to weaken 
the rebellion. Tet, sir, iptfhile I differ with the 
gentleman from St. Louis as to the cause of 
the war, I will admit that the conflict between 
Abolitionism and slavery has become so em- 
bittered, that they can never again peacefully 
exist in the same Government. One or the 
other must perish. If we would save the 
Union, we must put down Abolitionism or 
destroy slavery. I would prefer, sir, to put 
down Abolitionism, because it could be done 
peacefully at the ballot-box. It could be done 
without wrong, violence and bloodshed-^with- 
out the annihilation of our countrymen or na- 
tional ruin. 

It may be true that there would have been no 
rebellion had there been no slavery ; but it is 
equally true that there would have been no 



rebellion had there been no abolitlMiiam. This 
Union was loved, venerated by all sections. It 
cost the Southern heart many a bitter pang to 
abandon it. It had been a benefit to the South 
as well as to the North. Under its broad shield 
both sections had grown in wealdi and power. 
Let us brush away the antagonisms that sepa- 
rate US) let us hurl these abolitionists from 
power, and I believe this Union would Booa 
be restored. I believe, sir, it would soon re- 
store itself, even if we made no further effort 
to save it by force. 

But if, sir, we are to save the Union by de- 
stroying slavery, instead of putting down abo- 
litionism, let us bare our arms for the work. 
Burn the Constitution, for it will condemn our 
policy. Overthrow the Judiciary, and suppress 
the freedom of the press, for their teachings 
will corrupt our people and make them Cop- 
perheads. Let us have no half-way measures. 
Depose Mr. Lincoln, and make some Missouri 
Charcoal military dictator. Let our columns 
of invasion sweep down upon the South like 
the hordes of Attila, and let not a blade of 
grass grow upon their track. Let us have no 
more talk about constitutional rights and the 
claims of loyal men, but destroy slavery every- 
where. True, our destructive policy will ne- 
cessitate the extermination of six millions of 
Southern people. The blood of Europe's no- 
blest chivalry courses in their veins, and they 
will die, bravely die,iu defence of their altars, 
their firesides, and the institutions they inherit- 
ed from their fathers. But what of that, sir ? 
We have four to one. Unfurl the black ban- 
ner, and clean up as we go. Leave no houses, 
for they will shelter your enemies and protect 
their families. Spare not the women and chil- 
dren, for they will produse subsistence for the 
men. Steel your hearts against the cry for 
mercy, even though it gushes forth from ihe 
rosy lips of beauty ; aye, spare not even the 
infant at the mother's breast, for the memory 
of the wrongs of his race will be a pledge of 
eternal hate between him and you, and, if he 
lives, he will live but for revenge and rebellion. 
Pursue this radical policy, gentlemen, and when 
you have finished, your work will be thorough 
and complete. True, you will have left the 
South a ruin -r- a wilderness, peopled only by 
the African savage. Ttue, you will have de- 
stroyed the market of the Great West, and its 
cattle, grain, breadstnffs, beef and pork will 
be a drug, for which there will be no demand 
in future. Eastern vessels will no more do a 
prosperous carrying trade for Southern ex- 
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portsy and no more will a revenue of two hun- 
dred and seventy-five millions of dollars per 
annum, from the cotton and sugar of the South, 
flow into the coffers of the nation. Tou have 
but to turn to Jamaica, to Hayti, and the other 
free nef;ro Islandis of the West Indies, and you 
will find that where the negro has been freed 
production has ceased. The labor of the slave 
must be compulsory. Freedom with him means 
simply freedom from work. Tes, gentlemen, 
pursue this radical policy, and when you have 
finished your ta^k you will have struck a death- 
blow to the cause of American progress and 
civilization. But what of that? You will 
have saved the Union, or rather you will have 
annexed Africa to the Union. And you will 
have peace. It may, perhaps, be the peace of 
fhe graveyard ; but it will be a most profound 
peace — unless, perchance, like England's 
bloody Richard, yon are haunted by the 
ghosts of your victims, who may rise upon 
your visions of the night, to curse and to 
condemn you. But I am wandering. 

There are also many gentlemen who object 
to taking any action on this question of sla- 
Tery, because they have no hope that good 
results will flow from any policy which we 
may inaugurate here. They very truly assert 
that' our action will not satisfy the Radicals, 
who are determined to continue this agitation 
until slavery is destroyed by revolutionary 
violence, and feeling that they can do no good, 
they would not make a concession which will 
avail nothing. But we have been informed by 
gentlemen, who have the best means for infor- 
mation on the subject, that the military au- 
thorities will respect our action, and will no 
longer permit Abolition thieves and jayhawk- 
ers to steal negroes and pillage the State, as 
they have hitherto done. But in any event, 
sir, we have over fifty thousand militia in this 
State who have sworn to support the Consti* 
tntion and laws of Missouri. The Governor 
of the State is Commander-in-Chief of this 
militia. Under the laws of this State the 
stealing or running away of slaves is a peni- 
tentiary offence. Will these militia disregard 
their oaths and permit thieves and red-legs to 
violate the laws of Missouri, which they have 
sworn to support ? Sir, this militia should be 
taught their duty. The men are well dis- 
posed, if properly ofilcered. Bad men get into 
high positions, and corrupt their soldiers. It 
makes my blood l»oil, sir, when I read such 
incidents as the following, published in the 
Missouri Republican a few weeks ago : 



" Some seventy-five negroer, fifteen or twenty 
of them men, the balance women and children, 
lately left the neighborhood of Lexington, in 
this State, for Kansas, taking with them eight 
or ten wagons, two or three buggies, and lorty 
or fifty horses and mules. The property was 
taken indiscriminately from loyal and disloyal 
men. As soon as it was ascertained, Judge 
Tutt, of the Circuit Court, telegraphed from 
Lexington to Colonel Penick, at Independence^ 
requesting him to stop the negroes and retake 
the stolen property from them. To which the 
Colonel replied as follows : 

<' ' To John A. S. Tutt : If I take the horses 
from them, they will take others here. We 
have no more to furnish jour negroes. 

W. R. Penick, Colonel.'" 

And this man, sir, was in the service of the 
State, and sworn to support the laws of Mis- 
souri ! Could he imagine that the laws of 
Missouri tolerated thoft or robbery, that he 
would allow seventy-five negroes to pillage 
loyal men, and refuse to arrest them or retake 
the property ? Did it matter, sir, whether the 
thieves and robbers were white or black ? All 
such men, who wilfully disregard their oaths^ 
should be disgracefully dismissed from the 
service. When our militia are properly offi- 
cered by honest men, who will not perjure 
themselves, then, sir, we may expect negro- 
stealings robbery, and general license, to 
cease, but not till then. Let our Chief Execu- 
tive bare his arm to the work, and see that the 
laws are enforced. Tes, gentlemen, let us 
give honest men a fair opportunity to vote on 
this question of emancipation at the ballot-box, 
and we must rely upon the military to put 
down the bushwhackers, negro thieves, and 
red-legs, that infest our borders. 

Like the gentlemen to whom I allude, I have 
deprecated the lawless spirit abroad in the land. 
I have deeply deplored the numerous outrages 
perpetrated in the name of the Union— deplored 
them, not for themselves alone, but because 
they were portentous of greater evils to come. 
I regret them, for the reason that they indicate 
failing vitality in the Union ranks— because 
they show that the Union party is fast losing 
the law and order characteristics which were 
its crowning glory in its early struggles with 
rebellion. Sir, anarchy and lawlessness are 
always the accompaniments of failing life. If 
our Union falls, we may expect that Pandora's 
box will be opened, and that robbery, murder 
and rapine will stalk kbrdad> bare-faced, in the 
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light of day. When a nation dies bj Tiotence 
these bloody spectres always gather about 
its grave. 

It may be, sir^ that the gloomy, starless night 
will yet grow darker, and that the spirit of 
lawlessness will continue to increase in our 
midst. Qod only knows 1 But let us, at least, 
do our duty, our whole duty, as Missourians 
and patriots. Let us sacrifice every prejudice, 
exhaust every effort, to avert the fiery tempest 
s of desolation that now lowers above us; but 
if all is vain — if Abolition red-legs, thieves 
and jayhawkers shall still be turned loose upon 
our devoted State, to pillage and murder our 
defenceless, unhappy people — if this is to be 
the reward of Missouri's patriotism, her sacri- 
fices of her thousands of gallant dead, bleach- 
ing upon her country's battle-fields, be it ao, 
sir ; be it so ! But let Missouri still cling 
closely to the Constitution, claiming its pro. 
tection 1 Let her stretch her arms in invoca- 
tion upon the altar of her country, even though 
her life blood shall stain that altar j and if fall 
she must, let her fall with the banner of her 
fathers over her, in all the freshness and vigor 
of her young life, and in all the glory of un- 
tarnished patriotism. But when she has fallen, 
and the bloody arm of sectional fanaticism is 
brandished in triumph over her, fling upon her 
bier the faded garlands of her hopes, and 
wreath around her, for a winding-sheet, the 
proud old flag she loved so well. But when 
all is over, and posterity in other and better 
days shall gaze upon her mangled and bleeding 
bosom, she will need no nobler epitaph than, 
<' Here lies Missouri, the victim of her own 
patriotism— murdered, murdered in the house 
of her friends 1" 

Mr. Stbwart. I liare listened with a great 
deal of attention, and a great deal of respect, 
to the ebullition of patriotism coming ftom my 
ardent iHend from Cbillicothe. I have heard 
it all, and J have attempted to digest it all. 
But the gentleman does not seem to realiate the 
fact that there haa been a radical (diange in 
public sentiment in Missouri, a revolution ef- 
fected not by guns but by brains ; and it is a 
revolution, Mr. President, that we are bound 
to respect, whether Coppertieads can see it or 
not 

[Some disturbance h&e occurred in the gal- 
lery, whether laughter or applause, the reporter 
is unable to determine.] 

Mr. Gahtt. I move that the galleries be 
deared. 

Mr. Bboadbxad. I hare no idea that waj 



demonstration will occur again, and I do not 
see that the disturbanoe warrants our clearing 
the galleries. 

Mr. Stbwabt. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Ayes 2, noes 78. 

Mr. Qravsllt. I oflbr an amendment, to 
be decided after the amendment of the gentle- 
man from St Louis shall have been voted on, 
as follows : 

"It shall be the duty of the General 
Assembly, at its first session after the pas- 
sage of this ordinance, to devise means for 
ascertaining the number of slaves belong- 
ing to loyal citizens, and to appropriate the 
sum of three hundred dollars for each slave 
made free by that ordinance belonging to 
Buoh loyal owner, to be paid to said owner." 

The Pbbsidbmt. The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from St Louis 
(Mr. Drake). 

Mr. B ush. Mr. President, the ordinanoe 
which nmd the honor to submit was not of- 
fered by me as a substitute for the ordinance 
reported by the majority of the Committee, for 
the obvious reason that such a proposition 
would have been defeated at once. Thisbodj 
expects to agree on some ordinance based on 
the minority report, and I desire to promote, 
not to delay, its action. I merely reserve to 
myself the right to present the ordinance com 
tained in the minority report as a substitute at 
a subsequent stage of the proceedings. 

The first amendment offered, and now under 
consideration, proposes to change the jetr ^ 
1876 to 1864. Those who vote for this amend- 
ment will place themselves on record as being 
in fiivor of the principle embodied in the mi- 
nority report I beseech all those who have 
emancipation at heart to vote for this amend- 
ment ; it does not even necessarily involve im- 
mediate emancipation, as provisiiras for ap- 
prenticeship may be attached thereto. Ap- 
prenticeship is a system of labor difierentfrom 
slavery in so fiir only, that it recognizes the 
full right to labor in place of property in man. 
It elevates the chattel to a human being, the 
slave to a servant ; it prepares him for free- 
dom, it does not make him a free man, much 
less a citizen or equal of the white man. If it 
were simply a question of time, a question 
whether slavery should cease in this State in 
1876,.or in 1864, 1 might not feel strong enough 
to resist the warm and eloquent appeal of those 
members of this Convention who speak on be- 
half of the slaveownen. Although convinced 
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tlyU «b«j do not oorroeUj nndeitteiid the trae 
interett of the akveownen, nweh less of this 
State ; although holding that the interest of the 
whole is Uat more important than the Interest 
of any part or class of dtixens, howerer influ- 
ential, I might, under different circnmstances, 
admire and praise the liberality of those patri- 
ots and statesmen around me, irho seem ready 
to sacriflce an institution so valuable in their 
opinion, without a cent of compensation, though 
it be twelve years hence. But I can neither 
admire nor praise a liberality which is fruitless 
alike to the grantor and the recipient. 

The real question is not whether slavery shall 
cease in 1876 'or in 1864. /nvoluntary has in 
fiust disappeared in 1868 ; it is now a mere vol- 
untary servitude. The slave frees himself 
when he i^easeth, and the roaster is glad when 
bis slave goes off without taking a horse or 
mole* along; and, unless you adopt a very 
early period of emancipation, your ordinance 
will find but very few slaves to emanci- 
pate. Mr. President, I doubt whether I am 
strictly in order in thus enUrging on this sub- 
ject at the present moment ; I will therefore 
await another opportunity to discuss this ques- 
tioEi, and for the present merely vote <^e. 
. Mr. EzTZSM . I have been instructed by my 
constituents to vote for immediate emanclpap 
tion. 

Mr. HiTOBOOCK. In voting for this amend- 
ment I wish it understood that 1 vote for it as 
an indispensable branch of the ordinance, but 
which I regard as being far from what it ought 
to be. I vote oys. , 

Mr. Lin TOM. I shall vote for compensation 
to loyal slaveowners, and I now vote for this 
amendment. 

Mr. Monaow. I wish to state in explana- 
tion of the vote which I shall give upon the 
amendment now before this body, that I am of 
opinion that the sooner we get rid of slavery 
the better for our State. But to vote for eman- 
cipation at as early a date as the first of Janu- 
ary, 1864, without first providing some means 
to pay loyal men for this speciej of properly, 
would be doing them great isjustice. 

Mr. Stswakt. I vote tqfe because I believe 
in keeping the proposition up, subject to fur- 
ther amendments. 

The amendment was lost by^the following 
vote : Ayes, 18; noes, 66. Sick — Mr. Leeper. 

The following members voted aye : 

Messrs. Alien, Baker, Bush, Drake of St. 
Louis, Sitsen, Gravelly, EUtchcock, Isbell, Lin- 
denbower, Uatoa, McClurg^ McDowell, Mo- 



Lean, Meyer, Noell, Scott, Stewart, Shanklin, 
and Walker. 

Mr. Brbokinkidob. I desire to offer the 
following ordinance as an amendment to the 
mi^'ority report of the Committee on Emanci- 
pation. It is tlie same which I had the honor 
to introduce some days ago. I offer it by way 
of amendment, as it introduces a new element, 
namely, that of apprenticeship. I move to 
amend by striking out all after the ordaining 
clause and inserting the following : 

Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the Constitution are hereby abol- 
ished. 

Sec. 2. From aiid after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
except for crime, or as hereinafter provided, 
are abolished, and all slaves on that day 
within this State are hereby declared to be 
free : provided, however y that they and their 
issue thereafter bom shall thereupon be and 
become indentured apprentices to their for- 
mer owners, their assigns or representatives, 
and as such held to service and labor from 
that date until the fourth day of July, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and seventy-.six^ and no 
longer. 

Sec. 3. No apprentice of the class pro- 
vided for in this ordinance shall be removed * 
from this State during the term of his or 
her apprenticeship ; and it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, without delay, to 
pass laws with appropriate penalties to pre- 
vent the same. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the Legis- 
lature, without delay, to pass laws.: To 
seoure the humane and proper treatment of 
said apprentices by their masters and mis- 
tresses respectively ; to seoure the return 
to service of any such apprentice who shall 
abscond or depart from the service of his 
or her master or mistress ; for the punish- 
ment by fine or by imprisonment, or both, 
of every person who shall counsel, persuade, • 
entice, or assist, any such apprentice to 
run away or absent himself or herself from 
the service of his or her master or mistress ; 
and of every person who shall entertain, 
harbor, or conceal, any such apprentice, 
knowing him or her to be a runaway, or to 
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have absented himself or herself, without., 
leave, from the service of his or her master 
or mistress ; to provide for the creation of 
a fund by taxation or otherwise, and for 
the proper distribution and application there- 
of, for the support of all free blacks who shall 
become free under the operation of this 
ordinance, and who by reason of extreme 
youth or age, sickness, insanity, idiocy, or 
other cause, are unable to maintain them- 
selves. 

Sec. 5. The right to the services of any 
such apprentice may be relinquished by his 
or her master or mistress, by deed duly ac- 
knowledged and recorded in the office of the 
recorder of deeds of the county in which the 
grantor resides, and thereupon the said 
apprentice shall be free from all claim of 
service. 

Sec. G. No future assessment of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assessed against such proper- 
ty shall not be collected, nor shall the 
right to the service of apprentices under 
this ordinance be held for any purpose to 
be the subject of taxation. 

Sec. 7. Section one, section two, and 
section thre^ of this ordinance shall take 
effect and be in force from and after the 
first day of January, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-four ; sections four, five, 
and six, shall take effect and be in force 
from and after their passage. 

I trespassed so long upon the very kind indul- 
gence of the House some days ago, in advocating 
this ordinance, which I thought it my duty to 
submit, that it is unnecessary I should now speak 
at any length. I desire simply to say that I 
voted against the amendment introduced by 
my colleague (Mr. Drake), providing for eman- 
cipation on the Ist of January, 1864, because I 
have such a dbtinct conviction that it should 
have been coupled with some provision for ap- 
prenticeship that I was not willing, in the 
absence of any such provision, to seem to 
approve it, being satisfied that very great evils 
would result to the whites as well as blacks, 
and indeed to the whole of society, by immedi- 
ate emancipation not connected with any con- 
ditions to secure the welfare of those emanci- 
pated. 

The proposition T now make is not for im- 
mediate emancipation. It is immediate in this. 



that it fixes an early date for the partial enfhoi. 
chisement of the slave ; but it attaches certain 
conditions to qualify him for absolute freedom; 
and I think, sir, tliis may be done in perfect 
consistency with the peace, order, and tranquil- 
lity of society. I think this is as near an ap- 
proach as can be made to a compromise be- 
tween the convicting views of those who desire 
a longer period to elapse before emancipation is 
consummated and those who prefer that it 
should be immediate. 

I discover by private conversation,— and I 
am very sorry to make the discovery,— thst 
considerable prejudice exists in the minds of 
some gentlemen owning slaves against any 
system of apprenticeship. I greatly regret it, 
because I apprehend it may lead to the rejec- 
tion of any such measure of emancipation si 
might otherwise be adopted. I have eaniesdy 
sought from the more candid of these gentle- 
men with whom I have conversed, some state- 
ment of the ground upon which that objection 
was predicated; but I am compelled to say, sir, 
that while I have earnestly sought to be ad- 
vised if I had fallen into error, I have yet to 
hear the first intimation, or the smallest reason, 
why it will not answer, except the somewhat 
vague statement that " it won't do." It is with- 
in the knowledge of the Convention that no 
answer whatever has been made before it to the 
arguments made in support of it. I shall be 
delighted, if, during the progress of the debate, 
gentlemen will enlighten me with their reasons 
for their opposition, and the g^unds of their 
opinion that a system of apprenticeship will 
not prove a benefit to the master as well as to 
the slave, and is not a method admirably suited 
to our present condition. I sought to show, the 
other day, and I still adhere to the opinion, 
that tumult and disorder were not to be antici- 
pated as the result of its adoption ; that, instead 
of creating dissatisfaction on the part of the 
slave, it would introduce an element which 
would tend to induce content and cheerfulness, 
and make him willing, aAer his prolonged se^ 
vitude, to remain a laborer who would prove 
valuable. I find no gentleman who is willing 
to express the opinion that such a feature in- 
troduced into the ordinance of emancipation 
would make the class idle, because the machin- 
ery is contained in the ordinance by which 
he can, however disposed to idleness, be made 
to labor as he did as a slave. I only express 
my regret that this prejudice oxists ; and my 
earnest desire that if there be any rations 
foundation for it, it should be italed. 
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There is, Mr. President, a rery commenda- 
ble disposition on the part of members of the 
Convention to dispatch the Inisiness before the 
House withont any unnecessary delay. But 
we should be careful to avoid too great haste. 
While properly anxious to bring our session to 
a dose as speedily as possible, we should be 
willing, in dealing with a subject so difficult 
and important, to grant the widest latitude of 
debate to members ; and I trust that the con- 
Tiction entertained by me, in common with 
other members, as to the course which should 
be adopted, will receive such deliberate consid- 
eration as the magnitude of the question re- 
quires. 

What fovor this ordinance may meet with I 
.do not know. I have made no effbrt to ascer- 
tain, in private; nor do I know how many 
gentiemen will support such a plan, however 
modified. I have endeavored to make it as 
complete and efficient a plan as I could ; and I 
endeavored, as it was my duty to do, in my ar- 
gument at length, some days ago, to com- 
mend its adoption by all the reasons that pre- 
sented themselves to my mind. I only hope, 
if this body shall, in the exercise of its wisdom, 
determine to reject it, that tlie lapse of a year 
may not show it to have committed just such 
another error as gentiemen now admit they 
committed one year ago in refusing to take any 
action on the question of emancipation. I cer- 
tainly do not desire tiiat any superior wisdom 
of mine should be demonstrated, by the lapse of 
year, which shall show thattiiis body did wrong 
in rejecting it. Whatever is done — whether 
my views as to the best method should prevail 
or not — I trust the result will prove it to have 
been wisely done. 

I do not think, Mr. President, that any dis- 
cussions as to the origin of this rebellion are pro- 
fitable here, or likely to aid in a wise solution 
of this question. I have a very distinct opinion 
as to that ; but 1 think we have nothing to do 
with it here. The necessity for action on our 
part, in dealing with the local trouble, is ad- 
mitted, and the question is, wliat is the reme- 
dy? among the many possible methods of 
emancipation, which is best for us ? We need 
not go back', as the gentieman fW>m Clinton 
(Mr. Birch) has done with such care, for 
twenty, thirty or forty years of national 
difficulty, searching for the causes of our 
trouble, when the fact is admitted that here 
is the difficulty with which we have to 
grapple. 
I am profoundly convinced that emandpa- 



Jion is a necessity for the State of Missouri. I 
came to the Capitol with the purpose of doing 
all I could to induce the adoption of some sys- 
tem of emandpation. I came pledged, in con- 
sonance with my oath, to endeavor to secure 
the adoption of that plan which seemed best 
adapted to the emergency. Having done that, 
sir,— having discharged my duty, — ^if it shall 
please the majority to reject the method which 
I think best, I shall still endeavor to secure the* 
best plan that can be obtained ; and I do not 
intend to leave the Capitd, God willing, with- 
out voting for some emancipation ordinance 
which shall be adopted ; if not the best accord- 
ing to my convictions, still one that will secure 
the great end desired. I take occasion to say 
this now, because I have learned that, among 
the friends of emancipation, and even among 
those who reckon themselves the most earnest 
and decided friends of emancipation (though 
I yield to none of them in the earnestness of 
my advocacy of it)— among whom I number 
some of my most valued friends — there are those 
who avow that if they cannot secure the adop- 
tion of some chosen scheme, they will refbse to 
support any. I desire to say to them, in all 
kindness, as a friend wishing as eamestiy, but 
not perhaps more eamestiy than they do to 
promote the best interests of Missouri, that 
such a course is not, in my judgment, consist- 
ent with their avowed convictions, just to the 
people, or wise in itself. Let us endeavor to 
secure from this body that plan of emancipation 
which is the best it is the will of the mfyority 
to give. Let us endeavor so to modify it as 
that it will most nearly approach the plan we 
prefer. Let us then trust the consequences, 
feeling assured that we, individually, have done 
our duty ; for, if the plan adopted be one which 
we think is not likely to secure the best re- 
sults, still this grand result will have been ac- 
complished : that, in a State wedded heretofore 
to slavery — sufibring from slavery,— in a State 
dying, as it were, from its burdens, and from 
the strife and agitation it entails, we have 
at last, by our fundamental law, recognized 
the fact that slavery is an evil — a source 
of trouble and evil only — and have provi- 
ded for its eradication, by the adoption of 
some wise plan for its extinction, we may se- 
cure peace and quiet ; we shall certainly lay 
the foundation, broad and secure, of future pros- 
perity. This is what we desfre ; what our con- 
stituents demand, and what, in justice to our 
suflbring State, we are bound, if possible, to 
secure. 
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Mr. BoHHtriBLD, delegate elect from the 
Ninth SeDatorUl District, (in the place of R. 
A. Brown, reti|^ed,) pree^nted hia credentials 
through Mr. Sheeley, and was sworn in a« a 
memher of the Convention by the Hon. G. W. 
Miller, and took his seat 

Mr. ScHorisLD asked and obtained the leave 
of the Convention to change his vote from no 
to aye on the vote on Mr. Drake's amendmejit. 

Mr. GiAVBLLT. i gave notice that I would 
at the proper time offer an amendment for com- 
pensation to the slaveholders of this State. I 
shall vote for the amendment of the gentleman 
from St. Louis, and therefore avail myself of 
the privilege of offering this amendment to his 
amendment. I simply desire to state, that 
while I shall vote for immediate emsncipation, 
Ii am not willing to do so without voting for 
compensation to loyal slave owners. I would 
never vote to take property from a loyal Union 
man without making due compensation : 

<< It shall be the duty of the General Assem- 
bly, at its first session after the passage of this 
ordinance, to devise means for ascertaining the 
number of slaves belonging to loyal citizens, 
and to appropriate the sum of three hundred 
dollars for each slave made free by that ordi- 
nance, belonging to such loyal owner, to be 
paid to said owner." 

Mr. DaAKB. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Pbk WITT. I conceive, sir, if this amend- 
ment to the amendment is to be of any advan- 
tage to the slave owner, that provision for 
raising the money ought to be made before the 
slaves are liberated. 

Mr. Jackson. I have the honor, sir, of rep- 
resenting the Eighth Senatorial District, but it 
has. not been my good fortune to circulate 
much among my constituents of late. My 
duties have taken me to another part of the 
State ; but I have taken pains to familiarize 
myself with their views. The people are ex- 
pressing their sentiments, through public meet- 
ings, and requesting their delegates to go for 
emancipation $ and i think I am not mistaken 
in saying that the prevailing sentiment favors 
9pe»dy emancipation. I would prefer to vote 
for an ordinance of emancipation to take effect 
in 1865, with apprenticeship. I am fully aware 
that without concessions nothing effective will 
be accomplished ; but I trust that the united 
wisdom of the Convention will result in an 
ordinance that shall give general, if not uni- 
versal, satisfaction. 

Mr. BmBeKiNRiDOB. It seems to me that 
this amendment to my amendment ought not 



to have been offered at present ; it leaves my 
amendment in such a condition that it will be 
inconsistent with itself. Tlie compensation 
clause, as introduced, does not seem to me to 
be in such a form as, if adopted, to be of any 
practical value. If any practicable scheme of 
compensation can be adopted, I shall be happy 
to vote for it, but it is a matter that will have 
to be devised with great care. 

Mr. GnAVSLLT. The amendment I propose 
to add to the second section, and I do not think 
it would destroy the sense of it I frankly con- 
fess that I regard apprenticeship as a mere 
matter of paper law, and that nothing ^will 
come of it. Compensation I regard as a more 
practicable thing ; I have been in favor of it 
from the first, and am still. 

Mr. Hall of B. The question, I understand, 
to be on the amendment of Mr. Gravelly to the 
amendment of Mr. Breckinridge. I vote ojfe, 
inasmuch as I am imperatively instructed so 
to vote by my constituents. 

Mr. RiTCHST. I shall vote ayt upon this 
proposition, with the understanding th%t I ahaH 
vote no upon the next 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I feel great embarrass- 
ment how to vote upon this question. I should 
ce^ainly be very willing to give three hundred 
dollars for each slave to every loyal owner ; 
but the difficulty is, where is the money to 
come from 7 1 endeavor to make it a ruling 
principle not to promise money unless I know 
where it is to come from. I think, too, the 
amendment may have the effect of embarras- 
sing the passage of the resolution under con- 
sideration, i must vote no. 

Mr. Stkwabt. I shall vote no. I would 
like to know where the money is to come 
from; besides, I prefer to leave the whole 
thing to the people. 

The ayes and noes being taken, the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Ates — Messrs. Bass, Bast, Bogy, Calhoun, 
Comingo, Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Doug- 
lass, Drake of M., Dunn, Frayser, Flood, 
Gorin, Gravellv, Hall of B., Hall of R., 
Holt, Hough, Howell, f shell, Jaokson, Jami- 
son, Johnson, Linton, Marvin, Matson, Mo- 
Cormaok, Morrow, Moas, Moxley, Norton, 
Pipkin, Prewitt, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, 
Shackelford of H., Shaokelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Walker, Welch, and Woodson — 43. 

Noes — ^Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Bonni- 
field, Bush, Cayce, Drake of St. L., Eitzen, 
FostefpGamble, Gantt, Henderson, Hitoh- 
oook, Holmes, How, Irwin, Lindenbower, 
Long, McCloi^, MoDoweli, MeForran, Mc- 
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Lean, Meyer, Noell, Orr, PhilUps, Pomeroy, 
Schofield, Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. Louis, Stewart, Vanbuskirk, 
Waller, Woolfolk, and Mr. President — 40. 

Sick — Messrs. Rankin, Sajre, and Leeper. 

Excused from voting — Mr. Birch. 

Mr. Foster. I desire, Mr. President, to 
offer an amendment to the amendment provld- 
iDg for the abolishment of slavery on the Ist 
of Janaary, WO j the Legislature to provide 
for maintaining the destitute, and to provide 
for apprenticing all under the age of twenty, 
one years; no negro or mulatto to exercise 
the elective franchise ; slaves from other States 
excluded s and the ordinance to be submitted 
to the people, for their ratification, in August, 

ises. 

Before I enter upon the discussion of the 
merits of the amendment which I have just in- 
troduced, I desire to say that I do not intend, 
by any remark of mine, to cast any reflection 
upon any gentleman of this body, but shall, in 
my feeble manner, speak of the measures and 
the peculiar institution we are now called to act 
upon, and perhaps, to some extent, of the sur- 
rounding circumstances. Mr. President, I do 
not believe that the people of this State desire 
the proposition of the gentleman from St. 
Louis (Mr. Breckinridge), for this reason: 
In my opinion, immediate emancipation is not 
deeired j nor do I believe that it is for the in- 
terest of the loyal slaveholder; nor is it, in 
my judgment, for the interest of the State at 
large. Mr. President, in a change of the labor 
syptem of any State, we must expect some of 
its citizens to suffer a serious loss ; hence some 
of its people cannot be remunerated, as justice 
seems to dictate they should be. But as I con^ 
eeive our financial embarrassment as a State is 
■uch that it is futile to talk of compensation to 
loyal owners in any other way than by a gra- 
dual or future abolishment of slavery, giving 
to the owner the service of his slave for a term 
of years, and an opportunity, if one should 
present itself to the loyal owner, to remove bis 
slave property to some State where slavery 
does and will exist, or an opportunity to con- 
vert his slaves into other property, I desire 
to be distinctly understood that no act of mine 
will ever deprive such men of their property 
without giving them a chance of an exchange 
of property. Mr. President, I am opposed to 
this proposition for immediate emancipation, 
with apprenticeship, for another reason, which 
is this*- it seems to me to be a proposition 
whose object is simply the freedom of the ne- 



gro, and not the removal of the institution ; in 
other words, it is a veil from behind which 
almost every Abolitionist in the State is peep- 
ing out and saying, " It is well devised ; now 
we will be able to deceive the masses.'^ But, sir> 
the people are not to bfe deceived in that way. 
This question has been thrust upon the peo- 
ple prematurely. The calamity of the war 
was all-sufficient to excite the people without 
the agitation of this subject But it has been 
forced upon us, and now let us meet the emer- 
gency like men ; this I believe to be our duty, 
and the amendment which I have just intro- 
duced I consider to be, in its tendency and in- 
tent, fair and just. And allow me, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to say that I regard it as a compromise 
measure between the two extremes, and I as- 
sure you that I intend it as such whether it is 
so regarded by the Convention or not ; for I 
am desirous that this body shall act upon this 
question, and not being an extremist myself, I 
do not expect to act with either of the two ex- 
tremes, to wit: for the proposition for 1864, or 
that for 1876. I cannot support the former, 
for the reasons already given, and I will not 
support the latter, because I am of the opinion 
that the force of circumstances requires that 
Missouri should be a free State, and that eman- 
cipation should take place at a much earlier 
date than 1976. I believe further, that the 
pedple who desire the institution of slavery re- 
moved from our statute book desire it at a 
much earlier time ; and if it cannot be accom- 
plished by the year 1870, it cannot affect in any 
way, or assist in the settlement of our national 
troubles, and in this view I concur. It cannot 
now be denied that the negro is brought up in 
every public matter in our country ; hence it 
is continually agitated for political purposes, 
and not for the settlement and suppression of 
this unholy and widced rebellion, which has 
prostrated our State, and laid in waste iU pro- 
ductive farms. Yes, even worse; thousands 
of Missouri's noblest sons have perished in the 
strugs^e, defending their firesides and their 
homes. Yes, even worse, if possible ; hundreds 
and thousands of widows and orphans are al- 
most upon the point of starvation in conse- 
quence of the acts of those who endorse the 
doctrine ef secession : and whatever may be the 
&te of the institution of slavery in this State, I 
am prepared to charge the immediate and direct 
cause of the destniotion of not only that property 
but all other, to this accursed doctrine and its ad- 
vocates. I cannot come to any other conclu- 
sion, because, without this doctrine and its ad- 
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Tocates, we would not hare had this war; 
hence all this loss of life and deetrnotion of 
property wonld hare been obviated, and we 
would be a happy and prosperous people to-day. 
Mr. President, riewing this matter as I do, 
then, it is not to be thought strange that I am 
willing to divest myself of all my former pre- 
judice in fkvor of this institution, and pursue 
the course that seems to me to be the interest 
of the State and the welfare and happiness of 
its people. I confess I cannot, from our em- 
barrassed condition, deal with this question 
as I should if our condition were difibrent. 
But, representing a generous and magnani- 
mous people, as I do, I feel fhlly satisfied that 
they will take a reasonable view of this ques- 
tion in all its bearings, and deal with me for 
my acts as their representative as they may 
think proper, and therewith I am satisfied. 

Mr. President, it is contended by some that 
this body has no power to deal with this ques- 
tion, and they argue that it would be robbery 
to take away slaves without compensation. 
But I regard such as mere statements, without 
any auUiori^ to warrant their assertion. 
They are unmindful that under our system of 
government all power emanates fVom the 
people, and that tbe people through their dele- 
gates made the Constitution, and the Consti- 
tution provides in express terms bow that in- 
strument may be altered or amended ; the first 
is by the General Assembly to propose the 
amendment and the next General Assembly to 
ratify ; then such amendment becomes and is 
a part of the Constitution. The second is by 
a Convention elected by the people. Now, 
Mr. President, I presume it will hardly be de- 
nied that this body was elected by the people ; 
hence, if that be true, I cannot believe that any 
one, OI^lEl sober second thought, will deny the 
authority of this body. I admit that the exer- 
cise of such authority might be questioned ; in 
my judgment, however, the power is clear. 
But this species of argument, if it is entitied to 
that term, is used as a kind of threat to awe 
gentlemen, and make them fear the threat that, 
if they support an emancipation scheme, they 
will becbme the robbers. 

Sir, such threats as these are entitled to the 
same weight as the assertion of the Secession- 
ist, that, if a man is a determined Union man, 
and would not fiilter firom the defence of our 
country, such a man comes to be a thieving 
Abolitionist. All such threats come to me as 
equally gratuitous, knowing, as I do, all such 
to be mere assertions, not sustained by reason. 



or even supported by truth. Others, again, 
say that they would support a proposition of 
emancipation, if the President would give ad- 
ditional guaranties during the term of years 
to elapse before emancipation shall take place. 
Mr. President, I do not ask any such thing 
of the President of the United States. I have 
no doubt that if this body passes an amend- 
ment to the Constitution for the emancipation 
of slaves, he will do what is right toward the 
people of this State. 

Sir, I am one of those who believe that this 
whole question belongs purely to the people of 
the State of Missouri, and that no other people 
upon God's green earth have any right to be 
heard or consulted in regard to the institution 
of slavery in this State. If the institution has 
been a blessing, they alone reap the benefits ; 
and if it is a curse, they alone have brought 
the, evil thereof, and must suffer the loss and 
destruction of the same. Mr. President, I can- 
not support the proposition of compensation, 
for several reasons: First, because of the 
financial condition of the State being so em- 
barrassed that in my judgment such a proposi- 
tion is futile and idle ; second, because 1 look 
upon an investment of means in slave property 
as I do upon an investment of means in any 
other property in which the investor is gready 
the loser by some unfortunate force of circum- 
stances beyond his control. The force of cir- 
cumstances by which we are surrounded are 
such that slave property has become almost 
entirely worthless to the owner, and so it is 
with many other chattels within our State; 
the force of circumstances has reduced the 
cash value of them to a mere pittance. In re- 
gard to real estate, the force of circumstances 
is such that so far as its cash value is con- 
cerned, it is nominally nothing ; and yet no 
one thinks that any one ought to be remimera- 
ted for the loss or depreciation. All these va- 
rious kinds of property have been depreciated 
in value by the same force of circumstances, 
the result of the present rebellion, all of which 
I regard to bo unfortunate, to say the least; 
but I could not levy a tax upon the people 
to make good the losses sustained by rea- 
son of the rebellion, in real, or personal, or 
slave property, for I regard them all as stand- 
ing upon the same footing. I could give 
other reasons to support this view, but will 
not pursue this branch of the subject flirther. 

Mr. President, there are some other features 
in my amendment that I like better tiian the 
amendment to the original proposition, which 
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I will not argue; but pennit me to remark 
that I would not fupport any proposition tbat 
ia not submitted by tliis body to the people. 
There are other provisions in my bill tliat, in 
my judgment, are equally meritorious, but I 
will not trespass upon the CouTention by 
speaking of them now. I may do so on some 
ftitore ooeasion. I beg the Convention to ex- 



cuse me for trespassing longer on their time 
than I had intended. 

The amendment was lost by the following 
vote, the ayes and noes being called by Mr. 
Meyer: Ayes, 2; noes, 76. 

Mr. Hbhdbrsoh took tbe floor, when, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Hitchcock, the Convention adjourn- 
ed to Thursday, June 25, at 9 o'clock ▲. m. 



TENTH DAY. 



JSFVBRSON CiTT, 

Thursday, June 25, 1868. 

Convention met at 9 ▲. m. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

On motion of Mr. Isbbll, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

By permission, Mr. Lbbper recorded his 
vote in favor of Mr. Drake's amendment to the 
ordinance presented by the Emancipation Com- 
mittee, as he wished it to be distinctly under- 
stood that he was not afraid of the people, and 
should vote for no measure that was not to be 
submitted to them. 

An ordinance was presented by Mr. Linden- 
bower, entitled **An Act to amend the ordi- 
nance providing for the organization and gov- 
emmentof the Missouri State Militia," approv- 
ed October 18, 1862 ; which was referred to a 
committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Lin- 
denbower, Shackelford of Howard, and Bogy. 

A motion was made requesting the commit- 
tee appointed to wait on the Governor and re- 
quest the withdrawal of his resignation, to re- 
port to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Dbakb. I suppose there will be no con- 
troversy on this. 

Mr. Hall ot R. There will be some contro- 
versy. I should be very glad to explain, were 
it in order to do so. I wish to state, however, 
tbat the Qovemor will be called upon to decide 
upon a matter of great importance to the in- 
terests of the State ; and this Convention de- 
sires that he should act with deliberation upon 
the subject ; and that we are not inclined to 
press a hasty decision. I have informed the 
Qovernor tbat the committee would wait upon 
him after he had maturely considered the 
matter. 



Mr. Sol. Smith (who.fipoke from the Secre- 
tary's desk) said: I ask the consent of the 
House for a personal explanation. It has been 
my misfortune not to have been correctly re- 
ported in the few remarks I made the day be- 
fore yesterday on the subject of the public sen- 
timent of the State ; and although I have no 
complaint to make against the reporter for the 
brief notice of these remarks, yet it leads to a 
long article in the Democrat, containing charges 
which I think I do not deserve. I ask leave to 
read the article, and to make a few remarks 
thereon : 

"thb sbntimbnt or bhssouri. 

" From the debate on Drake's resolution for 
an election of State officers, it appears that sev- 
eral members of the Convention have been in- 
dulging in remarks respecting the people of 
Missouri which can be regarded in no other 
light than as grossly slanderous. In charging 
upon them an inability to properly and fairly 
elect their own officers, they accuse them of a 
want of capacity for self-govemment. It seems 
not to be enough for these gentlemen to deprive 
the people of a privilege which, in all free 
States, they are supposed to eiyoy, but insult 
must be added to injury. It is a noteworthy 
&ct, that the gentlemen indulging in the strain 
of remarks aUuded to, appear to be perfectly 
consistent in conforming their actions to their 
words; for scarcely one of them but is now 
representing a constituency that would do al- 
most anything before it would vote him into 
office ; and several of them have been instruct- 
ed to resign. For parties to continue in office 
under such circumstances, signifies a decided 
contempt for the people. 

" Among others, we notice that Mr. Smith 
of St. Louis—' old Sol. Smith,' as he is iamil- 
iarly called— fielt moved to speak, and indulged 
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in some remarks about^ ' mannfiMtnred pob- 
lic sentiment/ implying, we suppose, that the 
expression which has oome up from all parts 
of the State, from pablic meetings numeronslj 
attended, and exhibiting an unmistakable unan- 
imity of feeling in favor of the freedom of the 
State and of distrust of the Provisional Gov- 
emment and its head, is fictitious, bogus, and 
not an honest public opinion. From what ev- 
idence such a conclusion is derived, this ' Sol' 
fails to enlighten us, or at least the report of 
his remarks does. 

" We suppose the results of the three last 
elections in St Louis do not, in Mr. Smith's 
judgment, indicate the state of feeling existing 
in this city. We suppose they merely prove 
'a manufactiured public sentiment,' and Mr. 
Smith feels no compunction in occupying a seat 
fbr which, if he had been a candidate at the 
last election, when Mr. Drake was chosen, he 
would have been beaten by from three to four 
thousand votes. It will do for parties thus 
misrepresenting public sentiment to sneer at 
it as ' manufactwrtd,* 

" But because gentlemen, who disregard pub- 
lic sentiment like Mr. Smith, choose to brand 
its manifestations with epithets of derision, it 
does not follow that the indications of a great 
movement of the public mind all over Missouri, 
betokening one of the profoundest revolutions 
of modem times, are not real. Politicians who 
laugh at and defy them will find, right speedily, 
upon how much of reality they rest The sen- 
timent of Missouri to-day, whether 'manuiko- 
tured' or not, in fiivor of a thorough change of 
institutions and rulers— of getting rid of the 
men and measures which have held her back, 
when neighboring States have been advancing, 
and which have deluged h^ in blood while 
they Ihive eiyoyed peace, will be found so real 
and so strong, that tlie men who despise it and 
seek to deny the people their constitutional 
rights, will be buried so deep, and damned so 
eternally by it, that they will find their present 
lease of power very nearly at an end. 

" There is something almost ludicrous in fos- 
silized politicians, preserved in public life by 
tiie Convention, attempting to justify a flagrant 
disregard of the public will by such flimsy ex- 
cuses as that ofiered by Mr. Smith, that, after 
all, it is only ' manufactured.' Who, we would 
like to know, has had the opportunity of getting 
up a fictitious show of radicalism in Missouri 1 
Have the Radicals enjoyed power, and place, 
and public patronage which they could use for 
the purpose of buying up leaders, and newspa- 



pers, and olber manv&cturers of public opin- 
ion f If so, we would like to know who the 
fortunate parties have been. Is the GoTemor 
of the State a Radical f Is the Commander of 
the Department a Badioalf Wba* Generals 
have the Radicals left in Missoori whoee heads 
have not been taken ofi*? What patrmiage, of 
any kind, do they eqjoy % They have not even 
had a State organization, and yet radicalism 
has progressed with a power and a rapidly 
which not one of us is yet fully able to realize. 
Under the circumstances, the public meetings 
and the elections — which have displayed such a 
wonderful growth of radical sentiment— are the 
most unmistakably genuine indications of the 
true spirit of the times which have yet iq^ipear- 
ed. This fact is displayed, not merely in the 
number and the enthusiasm of these meetings, 
and the triumphant minorities of the Radicals 
in nearly all elections, but in the absence of all 
counter demonstrations. Whoever hears of a 
pro-slavery public meeting now-a-days % When 
and where have the people, in convention as- 
sembled, passed a vote of confidence in the 
'• Gamble dynasty ? " Nothing of the sort has 
occurred. And why, let us ask, in conclusion, 
if Messrs. Smith, Birch, Sayre, and the other 
'conservative chaps' of the Convention, who 
oppose the :dea of an election of State offioen 
so violently, really believe radicalism does not 
exist among the people, are they so averse to 
letting them choose their own rulers? The 
ballot-box will best settle the question of wheth- 
er the radical sentiment of Missouri is 'mann- 
fiMJtured' and fictitious, or not" 

la the few remarks I made the day before 
yesterday I distinctly stated that I was ready 
and willing, and always would be^ to obey 
public sentiment, and that I would, as far as 
in me lay, represent the opinions and senti- 
ments of my constituents. And a9 to whether 
1 would be elected or not, though I do not 
think it is of the least consequence, I will 
mention that, when Mr. Drake was elected, 
that gentleman received something like 5,000 
votes, whereas I had the great honor of receiv. 
ing 15/)20. Certainly public sentiment ikt% 
(1861) was in favor of my election and the 
election of my colleagues. There were tiiir- 
teen of us elected by about that vote. Two, 
our present Governor, and the late Uriel 
Wright, who has since been expelled from the 
Convention, received about d5,000, having 
been nominated on both tickets. There were 
two tickets, both professing to be Unioa 
tickets I but one was '< Unconditional,'' and 
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fhe other was <^ Coostitutiooal *^ Union. The 
Ifttter was pot out first at & <' ConstHntional 
Ticket,^ and afterwards changed to ^* Consti- 
tutional Union Ticket,'' with the word ^* con* 
ttitutional '' very small at the top, and *<Unioii 
Ticket '' rerj large, so that to a person read- 
ing without spectacles it passed for <^ Union 
Ticket," All on that ticket professed to be 
Union men then | some have proved to be 
Union men since. Now, it appears there was 
one Judas among those fifteen that were elect- 
ed — I refer to Uriel Wright— and it became 
necessary to elect a person in his place | this 
was done last month. 

It is proper to mention that there has been a 
division between the Union people in St. Louis, 
much to my regret I do not belong to either 
party, Ciaybank or Charcoal ; I never have 
belonged tO the Republican party even. It 
was my hope that we might elect to fill the 
place of Wright an Unconditional Union man, 
and I hoped that this split in the Union party 
might be healed in that election. 

I nominated Mr. Drake ; that is, 1 was the 
first to put his name before the public in a 
newspaper, and I nominated him with the dis- 
tinct understanding that he should be the can- 
didate of the Union party, and not of the Clay- 
baoks or Charcoals ; and I said in that article, 
that if it was to be made a party test as be. 
tween Clay banks and Charcoals, I should 
withdraw his name. But the Charcoal clique 
or party, knowing that he was a popular man — 
for notwithstanding he has been denounced, as 
he says, as the most unpopular man in St. 
Louis, he is, and he deserves to be, a popular 
loan — took him up and made him their can- 
didate. Of course I had no right then to with- 
draw him. He accepted the nomination, but 
with the distinct understanding that it was on 
the platform of his speeches heretofore, which, 
I say, were not radical in any sense of the 
word. Mr. Drake was known as an Old line 
Whig for many years. It was '-sported in the 
newspapers, with what truth I do not under- 
take to say, that he was afterwards a Know 
Nothing I he was elected to the Legislature ,as 
a pemocrat — 

Mr. DaAKS. I should like to know if the 
gentleman is going to preach a sermon upon 
Mr. Drake this morning. 

Mr. Smith. When the Amen ^omei the 
gentleman will know. [Laughter.] That Mr. 
Drake had been a Democrat, I know from his 
speeches in this House, while a member of the 
Legislature, elected to fill a vacancy. He bad 



been an anti-Sunday beer^irinktng man, that is 
certain | bnt, so far as I know, he had always 
been a true Union man| I never heard him 
accused of being an3rthing else ; and, from my 
knowledge of him from a boy up, I feel assurwi 
he will never be anything but an unconditional 
Union man. If he had not been made the party 
candidate of the Charcoals, I should have voted 
for him, believing him to be a conservative 
Unionist, which no vote he has yet given here 
disproves. The vote then given was no test 
whatever of my popularity, or of the popu* 
larity of my colleagues elected two years ago. 
I know of hundreds who did not go to the polls 
at all, who were perfectly willing that Mr. 
Drake should be elected, or Mr. Yeatman 
either — it made no difference. There was no 
interest taken in the election, except by fhe 
Charcoals ^ therefore they polled the largest 
vote. If the full vote of St Louis had come 
out, I do not doubt he would have been elected, 
because, as I say, he is a good Union man ; 
but, at the same time, it will not do for news* 
papers to disparage those who were not candi- 
dates, by saying that they would have been 
beaten by two or three thousand* Not more 
than about a third of the vote of our county 
was polled at this special election. 

Mr. Teatman had been instrumental In get* 
ting up the Constitutional Union ticket in Feb- 
ruary, 1861, and many voted for Mr. Drake in 
preference to Teatman on that account. But 
Mr. Teatman is a good Union man now, if he 
was not then, and has shown his loyalty by 
acts and deeds, not words, as all know who 
are familiar with the proceedings of the West- 
ern Sanitary Commission, of which he is the 
President. 

The last three elecnons are referred to. In 
the first of \he three, when the Legislature was 
elected, the Charcoals did not receive a ma* 
jority of the votes, they received a plurality $ 
so I do not think there is much to brag of. 
There were three tickets, and theirs received 
the largest number of votes. The other elec* 
tion was between the two illleys, and they 
were both good Union men, as good as Mr. 
Drake or myself, or any other man, and there* 
fore there was not much interest taken in that 
election s it made little difference which was 
elected. We felt sure of having a good Mayor, 
however the election might terminate. 

In regard to the manufacture of public sen* 
timent I said it was a false sentiment, manif- 
factored for the occasion i and if what I said 
had been fully reported in the DmoertUf it 
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would have appeared that I gava a reason for 
■aying this. I said that a circular had hoenj 
•ent round, and, at far as thU circular reached, 
those meetings had been fi^utten up to order. 
In that circular it was said that arrangements 
were ma (e to have meetings of that Irind in 
every county of the State. That is tlie basis 
of my assertion. And now we, who prefer 
not to be carried away by tins false sentiment, 
are not only to be buried very deep, as has 
been threatened here, but we are to be damned, 
according to the extract I read the other day 
from the Oerman paper. 1 have not much 
fear, however, of being damned for what I 
have done here ; hsd I been afraid of that, I 
should have left this Convention two years ago. 
I have been threatened that if I did certain acts 
I should never reach home alive. I was told 
in the post-office at St. Louis, and in the pres- 
eace of forty or fifty people, that if I voted to 
depose the traitor Claib. Jackson and the trea- 
' sonable Legislature, that I should go to h — 11 1 
This was told me by a friend of thirty years' 
standing. But I never minded those threats. 
I was not deterred from doing my duty then, 
and I shall not be deterred by this threat now 
from the discharge of the duties I have been 
sent here to perform. I do not thiok they 
have the power to damn me ; no one but the 
Pope of Rome can do that, and he has no 
power over me, for I am not a Catholic. We 
are called *< fossilized politicians.'' I am no 
*^ fossilised politician," for I am no politician 
at all. I never have been one, and never 
expect to be I therefore their curies don't 
raach me. I don't object to being called a 
oonservative, for that is what I am. 

It is said in this paper that we are opposed 
to the will of the people, and that we object to 
their choosing their own officers. In my re- 
marlrs, which are there misrepresented, (not 
wtlfnlly, I hope,) I said, that although I might 
concur with the sentiment of the article which 
I read (from the German paper), I did not ad* 
mire the language in which it was couched — 
^that is, that the Convention would be damned. 
That was the amount of it 

The vote requesting Governor Gamble to re- 
consider and withdraw his resignation I con- 
sidered but complimentary. If he complies 
^th the request, I think it will be for the 
good of the State I but if Governor Gamble 
adheres to his intention of resigning his office, 
then Hhlnk that the other executive officers of 
the State elected by this Convention should 
resign gracefully together, following the ex* 



ample of their chief. I have been anxious all 
the time to give back to the people the powers 
they gave as, and have intended to give theoi 
the election of Governor the first opportunity 
that offered. I think, now that the cap-stone 
of the building is off, the people should be 
allowed to build the edifice anew. I do not 
say this because we are threatened witli the 
guillotine, nor from threats uttered on this 
floor, but from an innate belief that it is oar 
duty to restore the powers we hold to the peo- 
ple. I expressed these views to several of my 
colleagues in the morning, before I made the 
remarks which have been so severely criticised 
by the Democrat, If the Convention will par- 
don me I will mention, that, to Mr. Hitchcock, 
Mr. Long, Mr. Holmes, and others, I express- 
ed the belief that we should give back to the 
people the powers that belong to them. 

I thank the Convention for indulging me 
with this personal explanation, and will con- 
clude by saying, that, ^ conservative chap " 
as I am, '< old fossil " as I may be, I am as 
anxious to get through with the great du- 
ties we are called on to "perform, and to re- 
store the power which fifteen thousand of my 
fellow-citizens gave into my hands, as tfaie 
editors of the Democrat can possibly be to get 
rid of me. I did not seek the position I now 
bold, nor have I ever sought any office. I 
have endeavored to do my duty always, here 
and elsewhere I and while I possess the con- 
sciousnees of having honestly carried out the 
will of my constituents, the threats of party 
newspapers and radical politicians 

*< Pms by me as the Idle wind, 
Whieh I VMpeet not." 

Mr. Phillips. I desire to give notice to the 
Convention, so that all parties may be duly no- 
tified, that to-morrow morning, if I obtain per- 
mission, I will offer a resolution restricting de- 
bate hereafter to thirty minutes. 

Mr. Hitchcock. With the consent of the 
House, I desire to give notice that I shall, at 
an early opportunity, introduce a resolution 
that a select committee of five be appointed to 
take into consideration so much of the Govern- 
or's message as refers to the appointment of 
some tribunal for trying guerrillas. 

Mr. Ohr. I suppose there should be no ^ 
pointment of tribunals contrary to the Consti- 
tution. 

Mr. HsifDBRsoK. Mr. President, I shall not 
trespass long on the time of the Convention. 
What I have to say, after a few words personal 
to myself, will be directed to the Issues before 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



199 



118. For nearly two jean I haye labored to 
accomplish what I hope is now on the eve of 
consummation. I have labored for it in season 
and out of season, and by so doing have incur- 
red the enmity of former political friends, and 
the hatred of former opponents. Some of my 
friends, opposed to emancipation, mistaking 
individual exertion for the '* irresistible logic" 
(^events, have reproached me as being respon- 
sible in some measure for the necessity of eman- 
cipation now forced upon the State. What I 
have done toward securing the general result 
is but a drop in the ocean. I hoped only to 
shorten our sufferings by hastening on to our 
destiny. When civil war had ouce begun, no 
human power could have delayed for a great 
period emancipation in Missouri. It followed, 
as an inevitaUe consequence, the organization 
of the Confederate Government. If the rebel- 
lion proved to be a success, Missouri must be a 
border State, whether she retaiAed her relations 
to Che Union, or became a member of the new 
Confederation. In either event, slavery was 
doomed. But, whether the rebellion succeeded 
or not, after the secession of eleven States con- 
taining all the elements of warlike power, with 
a larger population than was ever subdued 
upon the same extent of territory, it yet had 
sufficient vitality to force upon the country a 
long and exhausting war, the end of which is 
yet in the future. 

In such a struggle, with our own population 
divided, and civil war raging in our midst, the 
rebels, basing their disloyalty upon false charges 
of bad fiuth in the Government, on the subject 
of shivery, thereby inflaming the passions of loy- 
al men, who had been previously anti-slavery, 
and disgusting the friends of law and order, 
who had previously been without prejudice 
against the institution, nothing could be more 
certainly predicted than the downfall of slavery 
in Missouri, sooner or later. 

At a very early day, this conviction forced 
itself upon my mind ; and whatever of error or 
offence I have committed results from political 
action based on that conviction. It was this 
that induced me, a few days after taking my 
seat in the Senate, to vote for the resolution 
adopted by a large majority of both branches of 
C<mgTe8B, declaring " that the United States 
ought to co-operate with any State which may 
adopt gradual abolishment of sUvery, giving to 
such State pecuniary aid to be used by such 
State in its discretion, to compensate for the 
inconveniences, public and private, produced 
by such change of system.'' In transmitting 



this resolution to Congress, the President had 
intimated his belief that in case the war should 
conUnue much longer the institution of slavery 
could not be preserved in the Border States. 
In the discussion springing up on the adoption 
of the resolution I took part, and I now beg 
leave to read an extract from the remarks on 
the subject, made on the 27th March, 1862 : 

"Looking, then, to my own State, and I 
speak for it alone, I am not disposed to take 
issue with the President in regard to the fu- 
ture results of the war. I regard his expression 
as a prophecy, and not as a threat — a prophecy 
that I feel will be realized if this war continues. 
" In this view of the matter, sir, I am per- 
fectly willing that the proposition may go be- 
fore the people of my State, without at present 
expressing an opinion as to what course they 
should pursue. It is a new pledge of faith by 
the representatives of the people that this vexed 
question shall be left with the people of each 
State. It comes not in the spirit of arrogance, 
demanding conformity with the views of others, 
but with humility, acknowledging if slavery be 
an evil it is a sin for which we are all responsi- 
ble, and for the removal of which we are will- 
ing to come with practical benevolence. It 
means more than all this. It intimates to the 
States that the nation would prefer gradual to 
immediate emancipation, and that the measures 
now pending in Congress, looking to such re- 
sults, should be superseded by one of concilia- 
tion and good will. 

" If this spirit bad been more largely cultiva- 
ted in days gone by, we would not this day be 
forced to witness a ruined South and a deeply 
oppressed North. Why, sir, ninety-six days of 
this war would pay for every slave, at full value, 
in the States of Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, 
Delaware, and the District of Columbia. Nine 
months of the expenditures of this strife would 
have purchased all the slaves in the States 
named, together with those in Arkansas, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Louisiana, thus pre- 
serving in peace the whole of the Mississippi 
to the Gulf. Less than two years of these ex- , 
penditures would have paid for every slave that 
treads the soil of the nation. If Northern men 
had treasured these things, and learned that 
kind words can accomplish more than wrath, 
and if Southern men had resolved to look upon 
slavery as upon other questions of moral and 
political economy, and both had determined to 
examine this as all other subjects, in calmness 
and deliberation, we would have been spared 
the evils that now oppress us." 
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It was this conyictioii, connected with an 
earnest desire, on my part, that the loyal men | 
of the State should not he deprived of the yalne i 
attached to that species of property, that in- ; 
duced me, twelve months ago, to travet from I 
Washington to this Capitol to attend the ses- 1 
eion of the Convention. Had an ordinance then j 
been adopted, in response to the action of Con- 
gress, I believe that a liberal appropriation 
would have been made before the acljoumment 
in July last. If not then made, I am satisfied 
that, as unfinished business, it would have been 
perfected and passed during the last session. 

It was the same feeling that actuated me in 
the canvass of last summer and fall. I did not 
want to agitate the slavery question. For the 
good of the country, I would have silenced it if 
I could. A gigantic war, however, In the in- 
terest of human slavery, threatening to tear 
down the Government of our fathers, had al- 
ready commenced the agitation. It wanted no 
aid of mine. In a speech delivered at Hanni- 
bal, in August last, I expressed my regret at 
the defeat of the Emancipation proposition in 
the Convention, my fear of continued agitation, 
and suggested what I regarded as the proper 
remedy. The following extract is quoted : 

" Then, instead of a simple proposition in- 
Tolving no personal loss, in which self-interest 
as well as the better feelings of our nature com- 
bine to prevent agitation, we are now liable to 
have it in every shape in which the negro 
question can be presented. Emancipation may 
be brought on without compensation. 

" I am free to admit that, in my opinion, the 
best thing the people of Missouri can do, is to 
ask the Convention again to meet, and to submit 
an ordinance, such as I have indicated, to Con- 
gress at its next session. This is no Abolition 
scheme — the Abolitionists will not vote for it. 
They will not tax themselves to pay for that 
which is so rapidly destroying itself. They 
say, let it alone for a year longer, and its own 
follies will end its reign. They prefer to de- 
stroy it by the military power. It is possible 
that Congress would accede to the proposition 
of one or two States, or perhaps more, if speed- 
ily made. It may act favorably at the next 
session, but after that period I expect no such 
thing. 

" The Convention may be called togeUier by 
the Governor, but he will not be inclined to do 
to unless it seems to be the wish of the people. 
They can express their wishes at public meet- 
ings. They should not neglect to do so. 

" The slaveholders themselres should see to 



it that such expression should be given. They 
have a double interest in closing with the prop- 
osition. I have every confidence ttmt their sa- 
gacity will teach them the right The path of 
interest is plain — ^the path of duty is equaUy 
plain. If these be abandoned to satisfy caprice, 
let no complaint be uttered if the casualties of 
the strife shall disappoint them." 

The Convention was not caUed, but a Legis- 
lature was elected, a mtgority of whose mem- 
bers were supposed to favor emancipation. 

Immediately upon the assembling of Con- 
gress, and before the meeting of the Legisla- 
ture, one of my colleagues in the h>wer House 
brought in a bill, which was subsequently ^ 
passed through the House of Representatives, 
in such shape as entirely to forbid my support. 
The objections to it were numerous, but when 
it comes to be understood that it only promised 
an issue of ten millions of bonds in the IViture, 
whilst it realli/ did not appropriate a cent, there- 
by making it certain that the teti millions of 
bonds would not have realized ten cents in the 
stock markets ; and when it is further under- 
stood that the bill required immediate enaand- 
pation, a thing which the General Assembly, 
under the Constitution of the State, had no 
power to do, without first paying the owners a 
" full equivalent '' for the slaves emancipated, 
no one having any regard for the forms of law 
will candidly say that I should have l«it it 
my aid. 

From the beginning I had acted in good faith. 
I did not doubt tlie power of Congress to grant 
the necessary aid to the State. I did not doubt 
the ultimate loss of slave property, and being 
without that foolish prejudice against the slave- 
holder which would induce the weak and un- 
thinking to convict him of disloyalty without 
a hearing, I thought it but just that the public 
should remunerate him for what he was forced 
to sacrifice to the public good, or lose by the 
casualties of the strife. The bill to which I 
allude did not answer the purpose. It de- 
manded his property and gave him nothing in 
return. In this connection, it is but just to 
the memory of Gen. Noell, by whom the bill 
was Introduced, to say that he was not satisfied 
with it as it passed, and entertained hopes af 
securing amendments, on the final agreement 
between the Senate and the House. Not satiB- 
fied myself with this measure, I had introduced 
into the Senate a new proposition, making an 
absolute appropriation of twenty-five millions 
of bonds, to be issued by the President and de- 
Mrered to the Governor of the State, on condi- 
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tion that a ralid act or ordinance of emandpa- 
tioD should be passed, whereby slaTery should 
be determinated on or before the fourth daj 
of July, 1865. This act, after a long debate, 
irhich unfortunately degenerated into a par- 
tisan controversy, passed, with some modifica- 
tio^is. As modified, it appropriated twenty 
millions for emancipation on or before July 
fourth, 18G5, and ten millions for emancipation 
completed by the fourth of July, 1876. It is 
true that just before the passage of the bill an 
amendment was adopted by a rery small ma- 
jority, to the efi*ect that the bonds in their ag- 
gregate amount should not exceed the sum of 
two hundred dollars per head for each slave 
emancipated; but this limitation could easily 
have been removed in Committee of Confer- 
ence, where it would have finally gone, to set- 
tle disagreements between the two Houses. 
But if the provisions had been retained, and 
the bill had become a law, we couI^Tto-day 
have passed an act emancipating by the fourth 
of July, 1865, with a system of apprenticeship 
for five, ten, or twenty years thereafter, and 
tiiereupon the State would have been entitled 
to the twenty millions of ddlars. With this 
money we might have paid the slaveholders, 
reduced our public debt, or completed the 
railroads of the State. If thought preferable, 
we might have adopted the act now before us. 
emancipating by 1876, receiving therefor the 
■nm of ten millions, and using it in our own 
discretion. In other words, if the bill had 
passed the lower House, we might now eman- 
cipate on terms as favorable to the slaveholders 
as the pending proposition presents, and have 
money enough left to complete the Southwest 
Branch railroad to Springfield, the Pacific to 
Kansas City, and the North Bffissouri to the 
Iowa line. In this way our State would have 
been largely compensated for the inconvenien- 
oes, public and private, produced by " a most 
beneficial change of system." The bill went 
to the House, but, owing to causes over which 
I had no control, and which I do not now 
dhoose to discuss, it " slept the sleep that knows 
no waking." During the discussion m the 
Senate, I endeavored to state frankly the rea- 
', tons influencing my course. Whilst no meas- 
ure holding only fiilse promises to the people 
of Missouri could have received my support, 
yet, in my judgment, the material interests of 
the State demanded the ultimate extinction of 
slavery, and, with or without compensation, 
this result must be arrived at. Whilst the na- 
tkm would have profited by the expenditarej 
18 



in securing comparative immunity from inva- 
sion for a large part of its loyal domain, its 
faiiore thus to profit will not exempt us from 
the duty we owe to mankind, much less will it 
relieve us firom obligations to consult our gen- 
eral and local welfare. 

Hence I declared myself in favor of gradual 
emancipation, in case the appropriation should 
fail. I refer to the Congressional Globe of last 
session : 

"If you vote $10,000,000 it is an utter im- 
possibility for us to emancipate immediately, 
and I shall say to the Legislature, ' Gentlemen, 
I am in favor of emancipation anyhow, for our 
own good ; then let us adopt a gradual system 
of emancipation. But we cannot accept the 
donation of Congress, because it is conditioned 
that we must emancipate immediately. We 
must reject the proposition of Congress, and 
adopt gradual emancipation ourselves. We 
cannot take $10,000,000, unless we emancipate 
immediately, and we cannot emancipate imme- 
diately, because the Constitution of the State 
is in the way. That is all. It is a plain prop- 
osition.' "—[See Cong. Globe, 8d session 87th 
Congress, page 618. 

FaiUng to accomplish what I desired in Con- 
gress, I endeavored to secure action of the Le- 
gislature, calling a new Convention, the mem- 
bers to which were only to be elected on con- 
dition that this body should not again assem- 
ble and pass an act of gradual emancipation. 
SUve property was rapidly disappearing. We 
were in the midst of revolution — the rights of 
person and property ceasing to be sacred in 
the eyes of men who are known to be emi- 
nently just in times of peace. Hence my de- 
sire to revive respect for the forms of law — to 
vindicate the justice and efficiency of the civil 
authority of the State, as well as to assert its 
supremacy over the military in working local 
reforms, that legitimately belong to the reason 
and judgment of a free people. However the 
evils of slavery might oppress for the time 
being, I would not have violence usurp the 
place of peaceful administration, lest the evils 
of that violence ** which knoweth not the law " 
might be tenfold greater. 

The General Assembly was witiiont power to 
pass an act of enumdpation. • I wanted eman- 
cipation, but not against the law. Hither the 
dd or a new Coavention must possess the 
power. Its action would command the respect 
of the people, for, after all/the dignity of tiie 
magistnU» awM aoore than the tramp of the 
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aoldier. Violence begets yiolence, but the law 
apeaks peace to all. 

From causes, most likely of a partisan char- 
acter, of the nature of which I am not advised, 
the measure failed, and at the adjournment of 
the Legislature we were left where we began. 
Perhaps I am wrong in saying we were left 
where we began. Two years before we began 
in peace, we were now in war. At that time 
the State was prosperous, and its people con- 
tented. Now its fields were abandoned, its 
dwellings charred, its inhabitants arrayed in 
deadly strife. Then we gathered in peace the 
fruits of material wealth, and rejoiced in the 
blessings of social progress ; now those fruits 
had turned to ashes on our lips, whilst fierce 
passions and fiendish bate had supplanted the 
virtues of civilization. 

The Grovernor, believing that some good 
might be accomplished by a call of the Con- 
vention, and being clothed with the power to 
do so, has convened us, and we are now assem- 
bled to consider again what is best for the State. 
It is argued by some that the Convention has 
discharged its functions, and is now dead in 
the eye of the law — that its acts will be void 
and not entitled to the respect and considera- 
tion of the people. I have not time to discuss 
this question, but feel it my duty to say that 
he who sits in this body is estopped from deny- 
ing the legality of its existence. Admitting 
its existence, its jurisdiction over the subject 
matter will not be denied. If it be a legal 
body, and its jurisdiction complete, its decrees 
are entitled to the respect of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, to which it has ever been loyal, as 
well as the obedience of our own people, whose 
rights it has carefully guarded in the past. 

The question now to be considered is, what 
shall we do ? 

They who oppose emancipation in every 
shape have suggested that we adjourn the Con- 
vention and go home — that the Legislature 
cannot emancipate without paying the own- 
ers—that they dare not levy a tax on the peo- 
ple for that purpose, and that having already 
fiiiled to call a new Convention to consider 
emancipation, they will not likely be able to 
agree at the adjourned session. It is hoped 
that by the time of another election a re- 
action will have come in the public mind, 
and the dream of emancipation will be dispelled 
forever. Whether this class of men ever for- 
get anything I do not know, but, like the Bour- 
bons, they certainly learn nothing. 

To them the experience of the past is lost. 



They seem to be without reason, or, possessing 
it, too perverse to exercise it. Belies of the 
post, they seem to be imbedded in the present, 
but retain their individual characteristics like 
fossils in more recent formations. They do 
not move, and because of their own inertia, 
they would willingly believe that the world is 
without motion. With such men the steam 
engine has been a curse; steamboats and 
railroads have corrupted the public morals ; tbe 
electric telegraph is the vehicle of lies, and 
Faust, the printer, was the agent of the devil. 
Such men would not only have refused to pur- 
chase the Sybylline books until at least two- 
thirds of them had been destroyed ; their folly 
would have rejected the remainder, even at the 
original price. They cling to slavery as tbe 
poor inebriate clings to the glass l^t has 8ha^ 
tered his frame and debased his soul. To 
such men it matters not that the civilization 
of enlightened Europe has cast slavery aside. 
It matters not that the united voice of Christen- 
dom has spoken against it, and it seems with 
them a less matter that the experience of ihe 
world attests even the superior economy of 
free institutions over those of slavery. Thirty 
years ago the subject of emancipation was dis- 
cussed in the Virginia Legislature, not only 
with freedom, but with distinguished ability. 
The popular voice of the State at that time 
was perhaps favorable to emancipation. Dur- 
ing that discussion, a representative from the 
county of Buckingham used the following lan- 
guage : 

" The day is fast approaching when those 
who oppose all action upon this subject, and 
instead of aiding in devisihg some feasible 
plan of freeing their country from an acknowl- 
edged curse, cry * impossible * to every plan sug- 
gested, will curse their perverseness and la- 
ment their folly." 

Another member, one of the purest and 
ablest of Virginia's sons, then representing the 
county of Kanawha, speaking of slavery, said : 
" The evils of this system cannot be enumer- 
ated. It wiU be unnecessary to attempt it 
They glare upon us at every step. When the 
owner looks at his wasted estate he knows and 
feels them.'' 

Many of those to whom this language was 
addressed, having witnessed for thirty years 
the gradual decline of Virginia's greatness, yet 
live to see the fires of war consuming their 
substance, and doubtless ** curse their perverse- 
ness and lament their folly." 
Mr. President, these men may remember 
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that, twelve months ago, hut nineteen voiceB 
were raised in this body against tahling a prop- 
osition that gare a lease of seventy years to 
slavery, and compensation to posterity, when 
it died. They should remember that during 
the month of March last, within one hundred 
days of the past, a lease of thirty-seven years 
was rejected by the opponents of emancipation 
in the Missouri LegisUture. It is now reduced 
to thirteen years, and a refasal to dose with 
terms now offered may possibly result in the 
total loss of the entire institution. 

To such men, I would say that slavery has 
ceased to be of pecuniary value. As a power 
of party machinery, it may work evil, but 
scarcely any good. This is an inauspicious 
period for the organization of party. We need 
but one party, and that should combine all 
men who look to the preservation of the Union, 
with the ancient rights and privileges of Amer- 
ican freemen ; a party built upon the Consti- 
tution, frowning upon the rebellion against 
constituted authorities, come whences it may ; 
a party devoted to the maintenance of law and 
order, determined upon the integrity of the 
nation, and equally determined to resist ag- 
gression upon those rights for the protection of 
which the Oovernment itself was established. 

The few slaves, we have cannot supply the 
demands of labor. I adopt some statistics, 
compiled firom able papers, based on the last 
census : The area of our State is 67,000 square 
miles, larger than England, with a population 
of nineteen millions. It is larger than all the 
New England States put together, and capable 
of sustaining three times as much population. 
It is, I believe, larger than New York, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and DeU- 
ware, and destined, perhaps, to equal them all in 
the number of its inhabitants. It has at present 
a greater white population than South Caro- 
lina, Georgia and Florida together, and greater 
than that of Florida, Arkansas, South Caro- 
lina and Louisiana. Great as our State is, 
she is being rapidly outstripped by the free 
States around her. In 1820 Missouri was in 
the advance of Illinois in both population and 
wealtii. The area of Illinois is nearly 12,000 
miles less than that of Missouri. The cash 
value of farms in Illinois in 1860, however, 
was $482,681,072, whilst that of Missouri &rms 
was 280,682,126, making a difference of over 
$200,000,000 in fisvor of Illinois. 

The incmse in the value of real and per- 
sonal property in Illinois from 1850 to 1860, 
-was $716,696,276, being near ibS per cent., 



whilst the increase in Missouri, during the 
same period, was $868,966,691, being only 265 
per oent It will be seen that at the same rate 
of increase from 1860 to 1870 the total wealth 
of Illinois will then be $3,993,000,000, and that 
of Missouri will be $1,329,000,000, making a 
difference against our State of $2,664,000,000, 
which of itself would pay for all the slaves in 
the Union. The population of Missouri in 1860 
was 1,182,817— that of lUinois was 1,711,768. 
The unoccupied lairds of Illinois are worth $6 
per acre more than ours, at which rate the in- 
creased value of even unimproved land would 
amount to $188,000,000. This of itself would 
pay five times for all our slaves. 

I am not prepared to say that the institution 
of slavery has thrown on the side of our fa- 
vored sister all this vast excess of population 
and wealth ; but that the diflJerence is attribu- 
table in a large degree to the presence of sla- 
very here, I have but little doubt. In an ag- 
ricultural point of view, we should be at least 
equal. Our lands are as rich as those of Illi- 
nois, and then we have seven and a half mil- 
lion acres more then she. Whilst ours is the 
richest State in the Union in iron ore, Illinois 
has none. Illinois has but little lead, whilst 
Missouri possesses it in unlimited abundance. 
With equal natural advantages for wealth, we 
have succeeded in building only 817 miles of 
railroad, and have a debt of $28,000,000, whilst 
Illinois has built 2,867 miles, and has compara- 
tively no debt. She has 102 miles of canal, 
and we have none. 

I deprecate as much as any one the exist- 
ence of an ineradical prejudice on the part of 
northern laborers against the institution Of 
slavery. We are not responsible for it in Mis- 
souri. The causes usually alleged for its ex- 
istence are almost unknown among us; but 
we cannot satisfy the northern mind that such 
is the fisujt. We need labor to develop the hid- 
den resources of our State. Nature has show- 
ered its blessings upon us in richest profusion. 
Nothing is warned but the labor of man. Our 
slave population furnishes comparatively no 
labor at all. If no commotion existed— if our 
slaves were at home and contented — we should 
have not exceeding ten or fifteen thousand la- 
borers among them — one laborer for every six 
or seven square miles of territory— one to till 
each four thousand acres of our rich land, and 
none to unearth the mineral wealth that lies 
beneath the surfiu^. 

Whatever may have been antieipated from 
Sootbera immigration and the introduction of 
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slave labor before the rebellion, circumstaDces 
are now such that do sane man can reasonably 
expect it in the future. Our climate, our ideo- 
graphical positions, the productions of our soil, 
the increasing anti-slavery tendencies of our 
people, all forbid the importation of slaves. 
Whatever may be the future of our nation, 
whether the States be united or dissetered, the 
demands of labor in Missouri must be supplied 
from among the freemen of the country. Free 
labor shrinks from contact with slavery. Hence 
Illinois has bounded beyond us in its onward 
march to imperial greatness, while Iowa and 
Kansas receive thousands of emigrants and 
millions of wealth that would gladly rest upon 
our soil. With too many slaves for a free 
State, we have not enough for a slave State. 
With the evils of the one, we do not enjoy the 
advantages of the other. We must be one or 
the other, if we would consult the material in- 
terests of the State or the quiet of the people. 
It is doubtful whether we could have a slave 
State if we would. Then let us accept our 
fate. It is well known to us, that, owing to 
our peninsular situation in the ocean of free 
soil about us, slavery at best is bat nominal. 
The relation subsisting is scarcely that of mas- 
ter and slave. The service is voluntary ; the 
labor not only precarious, but far more expen- 
sive than free labor can possibly be in the 
course of a few years after the obstacles to its 
introduction are removed. The argument 
founded upon icgustlce to the slaveholder, 
however strong it might be, if directed against 
an act of sudden emancipation, dissolving at 
once the ties that are supposed to bind the 
slave to his owner, producing temporary con- 
vulsion in the industrial interests of the State, 
and coming into immediate conflict with long 
standing prejudices of an entire people, is de- 
prived of its force when urged against an act 
such as is now under consideration. The 
owner, under the report of the committee, has 
thirteen years within which to sell his slave, 
or the choice of retaining him for his labor 
here. The war cannot last much longer. Its 
wonderful proportions are such as soon to ex- 
haust the energies of any people on earth. 
Many years will be left to the owner, after its 
termination, to choose between alternatives. 
Interest and humanity will likely combine to 
prsTtnt a sale beyond the limits of the State, 
bat still the choice is left If slavery perish 
in the seceded States, that fact of itself is a 
most effectual ordinance of emancipation in 
Missouri. In that avent the slava is without 



value, and this problem will be solved before 
the period fixed for freedom. 

To that class of men who interpose objec- 
tions to emancipation in every form, there is 
one other consideration that may be properly 
addressed. The war in which the country is 
involved by the action of the seceded btates 
continues yet to be waged, and, until peace 
shall be declared, Missouri will continue to 
suffer. Already the property destroyed in our 
State would have been sufficient to pay doable 
the value of our slaves in times of peace. That 
destruction will go on until we put on record 
a declaration, that, in spite of Southern idts- 
sion, we intend to stond by the Union. The 
principles underlying the government of the 
Confederate States totally forbid, in my judg- 
ment, the incorporation of a non-slaveholding 
State into its system. Missouri, as a free 
State, would not be desirable to them | but her 
present position, without a fixed policy, strug- 
gling to maintain slavery against the current 
of events, constantly invites to afrgresaion. 
Divided among ourselves, we yield to the vio- 
lence of the hour, forget the ordinary teach- 
ings of common sense, and soon drift upon an 
angry sea of passion. The usual restraints 
imposed by the law are forgotten. The con- 
stitutional guaranties thrown around the person 
and property of individuals, if remembered at 
all, are disregarded. The maddened factions 
call for vengeance, and fiendish brutality be- 
gins its work. Each party calls for outside 
aid — the one for Confederate troops, and the 
other for Federal troops* Armies must be 
supported. Discipline is hard to preserve. 
Both parties suffer. The slaves of loyal and 
disloyal leave, the homes of their owners are 
burned, their farms are abandoned, their sona 
are murdered. We emerge from the strife with 
the poor consolation that our enemy, perhaps 
a former neighbour and friend, is likewise 
ruined. Then, to complete the picture, thieves, 
brigands, and murderers, come with double 
uniform, lisping patriotism or treason, as may 
best suit their purposes } some with the torch 
of the incendiary, and others with the weapons 
and daring for highway robbery ; some with 
the implements of burglary, and others with 
the poniard of assassination. 

In all this carnival of fiendish hats we are 
the sufferers. The law-abiding men of the 
State should unite upon a common platform, 
sacrificing all that is necessary to bring back 
to its throne the violated law and restore peace 
to a distracted country. 
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If by making this record in favor of emanci- 
pation we can free ourselves from another in- 
vasion by the Confederate authorities, would 
not the immunity be cheaply purchased with 
the loss of every slave in the State ? Many of 
us believe that such would be the effect of this 
public record. But whilst the general i^ood 
would thus be promoted, we deem it unfair 
that the few slaveholders should be subjected 
to immediate loss, when the record itself, fol- 
lowed by early emancipation, accomplishes all 
we need. 

Our peace is best secured by adherence to 
the Union. To the Federal Government, then, 
we must look for protection. Looking to it 
for succor and support, we must turn our backs 
against the rel>elliou8 government of Rich- 
mond. To do so most effectually is to declare 
nonconformity to the essential principles of the 
rebellion. On this ground, therefore, I appeal 
to all lovers of peace, whatever their former 
views in reference to the merits of emancipa- 
tioUy to support some measure that we may 
have the record and secure future repose. 

To the slaveholders themselves, who suppose 
that too heavy a sacrifice is demanded of them 
for the public good, it may be suggested, that, 
in case an act of emancipation shall be passed 
by this body, and acquiesced in by the people, 
the whole power of the Federal Government 
will be exerted to uphold it and to protect the 
rights reserved under its provisions. I, of 
course, am not authorized to pledge the faith 
of the Administration to any particular action } 
but that the President is convinced of the loy- 
alty and good faith of this body, I am fully 
assured ; that he will entertain a high degree 
of respect for its action, I am also assured ; 
that he prefers gradual to immediate emanci- 
pation, believing it is best for the owner and 
the slave, he has declared in his official mes- 
sages to Congress, and that he repeats it on 
every suitable occasion, is known to you all ; 
that be is an earnest anti-slavery man, believ- 
ing the institution a curse, which should be 
removed, and that the races should be separat- 
ed, is known to the whole country ; that he is 
m just man, desiring the supremacy of the civil 
authority everywhere, and deprecating^ any 
violent interference with the established insti- 
tutions of any State, I firmly believe; that 
every effort by military authority to usurp the 
powers of the judiciary, meets hJs condemna- 
tion^ I also believe. 

Judging, therefore, from these premises, I 
cftonot be in eiTor when I ezpresa the opinion 



that the military officer whose impatience urges 
him to hasten emancipation by violence or 
fraud, in defiance of our action, will be dis- 
missed the service. If not dismissed, he will 
be sent to other fields of duty, more congenial 
possibly, but at least better adapted to his 
views of " vigorous prosecution '* in the con- 
duct of the war. 

Mr. President, my remarks have been ad- 
dressed to those supposed to be friendly to the 
Union, but opposed to emancipation. If there 
be any here who cling to the institution of 
slavery, as a lever with which, in the future, 
to break the tie which binds Missouri to the 
Union, to such I have no argument to present. 
If the past will not deter them, the future must 
bring its punishment. 

Now, sir, a few words to those who favor 
what is termed immediate emancipation, and, 
failing in that, reject every other scheme, and 
threaten renewed agitation. 

In the first place, immediate emancipation 
is not desirable. No one has yet proposed it 
without coupling with it a period of appren- 
ticeship. 

The proposition to apprentice the slaves bark 
to their owners admits one of two facts, either 
of which is fatal to immediate emancipation. It 
admits, first, that it is unjust to deprive the owner 
at once of the services of the negro without 
compensation ; or, second, that the slave is not 
now prepared for the enjoyment of rational 
freedom, and that his apprenticeship will the 
better fit him therefor, whilst the white popu- 
lation is in the meantime protected against the 
effects of his licentiousness. 

I may assume that those of us who faror 
emancipation are divided into two classes — 
first, those who wish to fix a day, say, from 
1870 to 1876, beyond which slavery shall cease 
to exist, leaving the relation of master and 
slave in full force up to the day of its extinc- 
tion ; and, second, those who desire to fix an 
earlier day, say 1865, for emancipation, leav- 
ing the relation during this short period to ex- 
ist, with apprenticeship thereafter, for five, 
ten, or twenty years. 

To distinguish between them, the first will 
be called gradual, and the second immediate. 
The bill reported by a majority of the commit- 
tee adopts the plan advocated by the first class 
named. The danger to the cause of emancipa- 
tion consists in the fact that the friends of either 
scheme, failing to secure their wishes, may 
abandon the other, and be found in the com- 
pany of those opposed to any plan at all. 
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It may be well, at this point, to inquire with 
what view we propose to emancipate. What 
are the objects to be obtained? Why do we 
stop in the midst of war and consider an act 
of legislation that might be adjourned until the 
war is over? Why take the risk of dividing 
the Union sentiment of the State upon a sub- 
ject which, under ordinary circumstances, is 
one purely of local concern ? 

I do not understand that this is any humani- 
tarian scheme, prompted by fanaticism, or ad- 
vocated especially on moral grounds. Whilst 
we may be unwilling to deny that strict justice, 
as well as humanity, forbid slavery, yet it will 
generally be found safer to leave such questions 
to the religious and moraHeachings of the coun- 
try. Christ himself, while on earth, taught 
doctrines at variance certainly with human 
slavery, but he did not demand of the lawgiver 
its removal, though he daily moved in its midst. 
So the moralist, the teacher of the Scriptures, 
now speaks against the principles that enter 
into and make up the wrong of slavery. His 
teachings are equally against the use of intoxi- 
cating drinks ; yet we, admitting the truth of 
the teaching, would scarcely deem it necessa- 
ry now to pass an ordinance against the manu- 
•f acture, introduction or use of alcoholic spirits. 
Why, then, shall we touch the slavery ques- 
tion ? In my judgment, two objects only press 
its consideration upon us. The one concerns 
the present, and demands immediate attention ; 
the other might be postponed, but is better 
secured at once. 

The first object to be attained by emancipa- 
tion I have already referred to. It is to notify 
the people of the seceded States that we are not 
of them, and, under no circumstances, will we 
be with them. By this we hope to escape fu- 
ture efforts to drag the State from her position. 
The same act accomplishes the second object. 
It is to give notice, by solemn ordinance, to 
the people of the non-slavebolding States, that 
Missouri is destined soon to become a free 
State, so that the stream of emigration may be 
poured in upon us. The one object is present 
peace } the other is future prosperity. If I am 
right in stating the reasons for emancipation, 
then ^ gradual scheme will be fully as efficient 
to attain the ends desired as if immediate in its 
character. 

The record itself will satisfy the South. It 
is not the existence of slavery merely in a State 
that would fit it for association with the se- 
ceded States. The tone and temper of the 
people must give assurance of its permanent 



existence. Ohio, with Vallandigham as Gov- 
ernor, would not be received into the Southern 
Confederacy; nor would Illinois be received 
by a vote of fifty thousand majority against 
the further prosecution of the war. Neither 
of these States would assimilate to the institu- 
tions of the South. They will not be invaded ; 
nor will Missouri be invaded after the passage 
of an ordinance of emancipation, unless that 
ordinance be so unwise in its provisions as to 
produce wide-spread dissatisfaction among the 
people of our State. Gradual emancipation 
will be much more willingly acquiesced in, 
and, in that view, should be adopted. 

For every purpose connected with immigra- 
tion into the State, I insist that the record of 
gradual emancipation is as potent as if it were 
immediate. 

I propose to terminate slavery in Missouri on 
the first day of January, 1878, leaving the coun- 
ty courts, after that period, to apprentice them 
to their former owners, or to any other persons. 
If the former owners have been kind and in- 
dulgent, the slaves will prefer them to stran- 
gers. In order to insure this, an incentive to 
kind treatment operates from the present day, 
and continues to operate tlirough all time. 

This is not quite so speedy as emancipation 
in Great Britain by the decision of Judge 
Mansfield, in the Somerset case ; nor yet so 
speedy as its termination in Massachusetts, af- 
ter the decision of the Supreme Court of that 
State, that property in man could not exist; 
but I propose to show that no State of the 
American Union, among those legislating upon 
the subject, ever adopted an act terminating 
slavery so suddenly as the one under conside- 
ration. 

[ have before me the acts of several States 
abolishing slavery, compiled by Judge Doolit- 
tle of Wisconsin, and appearing in a speech de- 
livered by him in the Senate last winter, on the 
Missouri appropriation bill, from which I will 
read an extract. (See Congressional Globe, Sd 
Session, 87th Congress, 1 vol., p. 620) : 

" We ought to gain a little something from, 
the history of the past. Rhode Island is a good 
free State ; Connecticut is a glorious free State ; 
so are New York, and Pennsylvania, and New- 
Jersey. How have all these States conducted 
themselves on this troublesome question of 
emancipation of the slaves within their limits t 
Rhode Island enacted, in 1784, ' that no per- 
son born within this State, on or after the first 
day of March, A. D. 1784, shall be deemed or 
considered a servant for life, or a slave ; aad 
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that all serritude for life or slayery of children 
to be born as aforesaid, in consequence of the 
condition of tlieir mothers, be and the same is 
hereby taken away, extinguished and forever 
abolished.' 

" Sec. 9. That every child born on or after 
the said first day of March, A. D. 1784, whose 
mother is or shall be a slave, shall be supported 
and maintained by the owner of the mother un- 
til such child arrive at the age of twenty-one 
years : Provided^ the owner of the mother shall, 
durini? that time, hold her in slavery." 

This was the law of Rhode Island. What 
was the law of Connecticut ? Connecticut pro- 
vided, about the same time, by an act passed 
in 1784: 

'< That no negro or mulatto child that shall, 
after the first day of March, 1784, be born with- 
in this State, shall be held in servitude longer 
than until they arrive to the age of twenty-five 
years, notwithstanding the mother or parent of 
such child was held in servitude at the time of 
its birth ; but such child, at the age aforesaid, 
shall be fVee, any law, usage or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding.'' 

It was provided, also, in 1792, that certain 
slaves, not less than twenty-five years of age, 
nor more than forty -five years of age, might be 
emancipated, under certain provisions of tlie 
statutes in the State of Connecticut. This was 
the system adopted by that State. And, sir, 
what was the act of the great State of New 
York on this question of emancipation ? New 
York provided, in 1799— 

" That every child bom of a slave within this 
Stafe after the fourth day of July, in the year of 
our Lord 1799, shall be free, but shall remain 
the servant of the owner of his or her mother, 
and the executors and administrators of such 
owner, in the same manner as if such child had 
been bound to service by such overseer of the 
poor, and shall continue in such service, if a 
male, until the age of twenty-eight years ; and, 
if a female, until the age of twenty -five years." 

The State of New York entered first on this 
system in 1799 ; but in 1817 it passed another 
act. In which it declared that all slaves born 
prior to 1799 should be free in 1827, and upon 
the year 1827 arriving, all the slaves of New 
York were free. This was her system of 
emancipation. Now, sir, if we look at the ac- 
tion of the great State of Pennsylvania, in that 
act of her Legislature which was drawn by 
Benjamin Franklin, the author and founder, 
they say, of the first abolition society in the 
United States, it it provided in that act^ 



'' That all persons, as well negroes and mu- 
lattoes as others, who shall be bom within this 
State, firom and after the passage of this act, 
shall not be deemed and considered as servants 
for life, or slaves ; and that all servitude for 
life, or slavery of children in consequence of 
the slavery of their mothers, in the case of all 
children bom within this State firom and after 
the passing of this as aforesaid, shall be, and 
hereby is, utterly taken away, extinguished, 
and forever abolished ; Provided alxcaysy and be 
it further enacted^ That every negro and mulatto 
child bom within this State, after the passing 
of this act as aforesaid, who would, in case this 
act had not been made, have been bom a ser- 
vant for years or life, or slave, shall be deemed 
to be, and shall be, by virtue of this act, the 
servant of such person, or his or her assigns, 
who would in such case have been entitled to 
the service of such child until such child shall 
attain unto the age of twenty-eight years." 

The act of Pennsylvania was passed March 
1, 1780. 

Now, sir, what was the action of the State of 
New Jersey ? In 1820, an act was passed " for 
the gradual abolition of slavery, and other pur- 
poses respecting slaves," wherein it was pro- 
vided— 

" That every child bora of a slave within this 
State since the 4th day of July, 1804, or which 
shall hereafter be bom as aforesaid, shall be 
free, but shall remain the servant of the owner 
of his or her mother, and the executors, ad- 
ministrators or assigns of such owners, in the 
same manner as if such child had been bound 
to service by the trustees or overseers of the 
poor, and shall continue in such service, if a 
male, until the age of twenty-five years ; and 
if a female, until the age of twenty-one years." 

It will be seen by examining the census ta- 
bles that Pennsylvania had sixty -four slaves as 
late as 1840. 

New York, in 1790, had 21,824, and in 1840 
had only 4. New Jersey, in 1800, had 12,422, 
and 236 in 1850, the institution disappearing 
between 1860 and 1860. There were five sUves 
in Rhode Island as late as 1840. 

He who will take the pains to examine the 
rapid advancement of these States in wealth 
and population during the period when slavery 
was in process of gradual extinction, will 
scarcely argue that immediate emancipation is 
necessary to give impetus to the desired im- 
migration. It will come as rapidly as it is 
needed. 

I desire to show that this idea of immediate 
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emancipation hae not been tolerated nntil yery 
recentlj, by eTen the most radical and-tlayerjr 
men of this country. In June or July, 1862, a 
committee of the lower branch of Congress, 
composed chiefly of actiTe and thorough Re- 
publicans, reported a bill, the object of which 
was to carry out the recommendation of the 
President, and inaugurate a system by which 
slavery might be terminated in the loyal States. 
That bill, I learned at the time, met the con- 
currence of a large migority of the dominant 
party in Congress. It not only proposed to 
make ample compensation to the owners, but 
conceded the fact that, for the good of white 
and black, the day of emancipation should be 
postponed. That measure was intended for 
tiie very purposes designed by this. It was 
ofiered after fifteen months of war, and with 
f\ill knowledge of the influence of slavery on 
the present contest. I desire to read several 
sections of the bill : 

" J3« a enadedy tfCy That whenever the Pres- 
ident of the United States shall be satisfied 
that any one of the States of Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, or Mis- 
souri, shall have emancipated the slaves there- 
in by law within and throughout such State, it 
shall be the duty of the President, assisted by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, to prepare and 
deliver to such State, an amount of bonds of 
the United States, bearing interest at the rate 
of five per cent, per annum, and payable at 
thirty years from the date thereof, equal to the 
aggregate value of all the slaves within such 
State, at the rate of three hundred dollars for 
each slave, as the same shall be ascertained by 
an enumeration to be made by the Federal au- 
thorities designated for that purpose, at the 
time of emancipation ; the whole amount for 
any one State to be delivered at once if the 
emancipation shall be Immediate, or In ratable 
instalments if it shall be gradual." 

What was the gradual emancipation provid- 
ed for in the bill referred to, and which was 
reported unanimously by the committee only 
twelve months ago ? I again quote from the 
bill: 

^-That the benefits of this act shall only en- 
ure to such State or States as may pass such 
act or acts of emancipation, as aforesaid, with- 
in five years from the date of the passage of 
this act, and shall provide for the complete and 
entire emancipation of the slaves therein with- 
in the period of twenty years from the date of 
the passage of such State act or acts." 

That measure provided also for colonization. 



whilst we propoae in tliis ease to meet the pre* 
judices of our people, retaining our freed slavei 
and asking nothing from the Government to 
remove them. The following is the section on 
that subject : 

^ That for the purpose of deporting, coloniz- 
ing and settling the slaves so emancipated, ai 
aforesaid, in some state, territory or domiaioi 
beyond the limits of the United States, the tta 
of twenty million dollars is hereby approprit- 
ted, out of any moneys in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to be expended for the 
purposes aforesaid at the discretion of the 
President.'* 

As a further evidence of the prevailing mb- 
timents of the day on this subject, I may refer 
to the admission of West Virginia into the 
Union during the month of December last 
The conditions imposed, being embraced in ai 
amendment offered by Gen. Lane of KaostS) 
provided for emancipation much more gridaal 
than proposed in the bill of the committee now 
before us. The provision adopted in the ad- 
mission of West Virginia was that slaves un- 
der ten years of age should be free at twenty- 
one ; those over ten and under twenty-one to be 
free at twenty-five. 

But we are told by these gentlemen that im- 
mediate emancipation, defeated here, can be 
easily secured through a new Convention. In 
the first place, the Legislature may fail to call 
a Convention ; in the second place, wo nay be 
beaten at the polls in the election for dele- 
gates ; and in the third place, the delej;ate% 
when assembled, may have the same diiSeul- 
ties to contend with that we have now. In the 
face of all these contingencies, wise men, 
looking to the accomplishment of a great end, 
will yield preferences and sacrifice party or 
personal considerations. 

It should be remembered by them that Vir- 
ginia failed to emancipate in 1802, simply be- 
cause they could not agree on a plan. Twenty 
years thereafter the divinity of slavery wai 
acknowledged throughout that State. The Le- 
gislature of Missouri, in January, 1861, eote^ 
tained no doubt that this ConventioB woold 
no doubt pass an ordinance of secession, when 
it should be elected and convened. Instead of 
doing so, we hurled from power those that 
called us into existence, and are now prepared 
to abolish the insUtution we were called to 
perpetuate. The past is full of such political 
blunders j the present should avoid then. We 
are told that Charles L, in the exercise of 
doubUul power, arrested the vessel that wti 
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about to sail to America, bearing^ to voluntary 
exile some of the liberal leaders of a subse- 
quent day, and amongst them Oliver Cromwell. 
Many years of bloody toil and ceaseless anxi- 
ety before he was brought to the block may 
have satisfied the King of his error. But I 
have often heard it said — not, I am glad to 
know, by members of the Convention, but by 
violent men outside — that^emancipation must 
be immediate, or slavery shall be destroyed by 
the military authority. The argumentns this : 
that our own people know not their true inter- 
ests ; political Oenerals from other States, to- 
gether with a selfish brood of our own, know 
them better. It is assumed that they not only 
know our interests, but that the war powers of 
the Government clothe them with ample au- 
thority to lop off political evils by the sword, 
to purify the moral atmosphere, and, by remov- 
ing the cause of evil, secure the future against 
dlstarbance. 

It will be readily admitted that political, 
moral and social evils should be removed ; but 
the world has always differed, and will con- 
tinue to differ, as to what constitutes such 
evils ; and, that being settled, it will differ as 
to the mode of removing them. If the princi- 
ple of republican government be correct, these 
questions must always be settled by the repre- 
sentative authorities of the people interested. 
If military authority, called into existence 
for the purpose of restoring the law can le- 
gitimately interfere with the relation of mas- 
ter and slave in one of the States, it may with 
equal propriety Interfere with the relation of 
parent and child, guardian and ward, and 
husband and wife. It may imprison judges 
for issuing the writ of habeas corpus ^ may ar- 
rest Governors and State Legislatures for the 
simple exercise of the reserved rights of the 
States, on the ground that the doctrine of 
''State rights" is the cause of our national 
troubles. It may even go farther, and lay 
hands upon the very foundation principles of 
our government. Why cannot it say, when 
slavery is extinct, that freedom of speech and 
of the press is the origin of the rebellion — 
that it must be put under restraint for the 
future repose of our people ? Can it not say 
that the Puritan fanaticism of abolition has 
brought our troubles, and thereupon proceed 
to try its votaries by military commission, or 
dispatch them, without trial, by the bayonet 
or bullet of the soldier ? He who encoura- 
ges violence often becomes the victim. '*He 
that takes the sword, falls by the sword.'' 



He that places power beyond his reach that 
his enemy may suffer, too frequently calls in 
vain for protection in his own case. The 
Jacobin spirit aroused by Robespierre to se- 
cure the death of Danton, soon sent him to 
the guillotine. 

But it is urged that the laws of Congress 
confer upon the military authorities power to 
interfere with this institution of slavery. This 
I deny. At the session before the last, a new 
article of war was adopted in these words : 

''AH officers or persons in the military or 
naval service of the United States are prohib- 
ited from employing any of the forces under 
their respective commands for the purpose of 
returning fugitives from service or labor who 
may have escaped from any persons to whom 
such service or labor is claimed to be due, and 
any officer who shall be found guilty by a 
court martial of violating this article shall be 
dismissed from the service." 

This did not require the officer to declare 
freedom to the slave or to try the question of 
ownership. It only required him to proceed 
to the discharge of his duties — the overthrow 
of armed force against the Government — with- 
out stopping to meddle with the slavery ques- 
tion in any way. 

The act, however, from which the power is 
usually deduced, is what is generally termed 
the '^confiscation law" o^ July 17, 1862. This 
is a law changing the punfshment of treason, 
freeing the slaves of those convicted of treason, 
and providing for confiscation of rebel prop- 
erty by regular proceedings to condemn it, in 
the courts of justice. So far from giving the 
military authorities ])Ower to pass upon the 
question of treason or to interfere with the 
rights of property in slaves, it is expressly de- 
clared that "no person engaged in the military 
or naval service of the United States shall, un- 
der any pretence whatever, assume to decide 
on the validity of the claim of any person to 
the service or Isibor of any other person, or 
surrender up any such person to the claimant, 
on pain of being dismissed from the service." 

It is not the business of the military authori- 
ties to hunt up, deliver or "surrender," volun- 
tarily, persons claimed to be slaves, for they 
have no power to try the question of slavery. 
This is a question for the courts. Where the 
laws are in force, as in Missouri, the military 
authorities should obey them. In the seceded 
States there is no civil authority demanding 
obedience of the soldier. The civil authority, 
estabUshed by the insurgents, is a part of the 
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power organized against the Government We 
should not respect it. But if civil authority in 
Missouri, Ohio, New York, and Kentucky, 
shall he spurned and wholly disregarded, there 
is danger of new collisions with the Federal 
Government, which, spreading in their in- 
fluence, may bring upon us universal anarchy. 

The Federal Government cannot afford to 
take counsel from violent revolutionary men, 
who close their eyes to the dangers around us ; 
monomaniacs, who press an idea to the over- 
throw of all order ; or adventurers, who seek 
notoriety or plunder in the woes of others. 

Mr. President, I have alluded to this subject 
for the express purpose of stamping my con- 
demnation upon the lawless usurpation of 
power by the late administration of military 
affairs in this department. So far as the mere 
loss of slavery was concerned, I cared nothing, 
for I regarded it of little or no value. I had 
attempted to secure full compensation to the 
owners for its loss, and had been denounced as 
an Abolitionist for my pains. But, sir, to the 
extent that such policy undertook to give free 
papers to slaves, either by the head of the de- 
partment or its subaltern Provost Marshals, 
on the ground of disloyalty of their owners, 
generally leaving the owners to run at large 
after being stripped of their property ; and, in 
so far as it attempted by military force to col- 
lect the penalty of bonds taken to secure fu- 
ture allegiance of the obligors, it deserved the 
condemnation of every honest man. 

It was calculated to corrupt those in power; 
to bring upon the country an age of tjrranny 
and oppression ; to make slaves of freemen, 
and to render our Government odious. One 
violation of law leads to another ; the people 
soon become subservient to military rule ; the 
land becomes filled with spies and informers ; 
while the cowardly become the executioners 
of vengeance, to save themselves. Such was 
Sicily under Verres, such was India under 
Hastings. 

The people of Missouri are able and willing 
to maintain their position in the Union. They 
will do so in spite of the secessionists, and in 
spite of those who would transfer their per- 
sons and property into the hands of the mili- 
tary, which, by the very nature of its organi- 
zation, is incompetent to pass upon their rights. 

Sir, the period once was that slavery must 
be worshipped as a God. He who refused to 
bow was groaned and hissed, and his efiigy 
suspended before him, as a gentle intimation 
that he might soon follow. Under the bold 



pretence of protecting the sacred institutioD, 
the State was thrown into revolution, the mili- 
tia called out to uphold the action of a traitor- 
ous Governor, bridges were burned, and the 
country filled with men of desperate fortunes, 
called bushwhackers, who cared nothing for 
slavery. They had the same feeling that 
prompts the incendiary to fire a city. Whilst 
good men quench the flames, he plunders and 
steals. The Union men of Missouri were not 
deceived by this pretext of slavery in the be- 
ginning; they will not be deceived now. I 
admit it an evil. If it had no other objection, 
the fact that it could be used to shelter the 
enormities of the last two years, condemns it. 
I sometimes fear, however, that the blindness 
produced on both sides by slavery agitation^ 
may lead to national ruin. 

Good men should remember, that as bad 
men ranged themselves on the popular side of 
slavery in 1861, in Missouri, when the institu- 
tion was in the zenith of its power, now that 
it is in its decline, the elements of violence 
may gather on the other side. Good men may 
be anti-slavery for good purposes, but the 
vicious may be anti-slavery with different 
views. The law has been our shield in the 
past, let us stand by it in the future. 

As it was dishonorable in 1861 to denounce 
and intimidate anti-slavery men, so is it now 
dishonorable to persecute those who may diflTer 
from us in opinion. If they commit treason^ 
punish them to the extent of the law— not be- 
yond. 

As time has proved that all true courage and 
chivalry did not abide with the South, as -we 
were formerly told, let us not suppose fqr a 
moment, on the other extreme, that Fremont 
is a Napoleon because of his proclamation in 
Missouri ; that Hunter is a Wellington be- 
cause of his abolition letter to Mr. Davis, or 
that General Curtis is a Scipio because of hia 
carrying a "vigorous war into Africa." 

This Convention, during the stormy period 
that preceded hostilities, had the boldness to 
declare for the right, and during the war thej- 
have vindicated their character, by maintam- 
ing a proper respect for the people of the State, 
whilst upholding the Union. Their task h&s 
been a delicate one. It may be truly said that 
the vessel of State had to pass between Scylla 
and Charybdis. Unmoved by the taunts and 
threats of secessionists, we have discharged our 
duty. The State is now secure. Its destiny is 
with the Union. 

Many who cowered befbre the mobs of 1861 
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and gave up the State as lost, and even some who 
joined in the fierce cry of rebellion, have now 
come forth with denunciations against the rebel 
proclivities of the Convention. They now find 
that we are too tame for the times. Such men 
grow fierce as danger recedes. Some men are 
Jacobins, with a revolutionary mob at their 
heels, who basely fly from the face of peril. 
Some wretches, ungrateful for the safety which 
our prudence has given them, may have even 
contemplated driving us from the capital of the 
State, so that the last good act for peace might 
be defeated. If so, they will have cause, in 
the future, to be thankful that we saved their 
unprofitable lives by removing the temptations 
to violence. 

Mr. President, as hsretofore, this Convention 
shoold fearlessly discharge its duty, irrespec- 
tire of the schemes of political Generals, the 
cowardly assaults of demagogues, or the wails 
of those whose grasp upon plunder may soon 
be broken. In doing so, we may trust the 
patriotism of an honest people, willing to con- 
cede everything for peace. 

Whilst we are seeking to rid our State of one 
evil, we should not sufier others of equal mag- 
nitude to go without our protest. Whilst we 
rid the State of slavery, we should not silently 
permit military officers to thrust upon us the 
freed slaves of the cotton States. Whilst Illi- 
nois, Ohio and Indiana, in the exercise of in- 
disputable right, have closed their doors against 
this population, it is forced upon Missouri by 
military rule, in defiance of her laws and against 
the fixed prejudices of her people. If this 
thing continues, one of the objects contempla- 
ted by emancipation — ^the introduction of a free 
white population, with its wealth and skilled 
labor — will be defeated forever. In after years, 
the negn*o question will bring us commotion 
and agitation, more violent perhaps than any 
brought by the slavery question. When we 
consent, for the public good, to make fVee ne- 
groes of eighty or one hundred thousand slaves, 
and if necessary, to keep them in our midst, 
we have some right to ask that the freed ne- 
groes of the South should be shared by our 
sister States. 

1, for one, desire to make the protest, confi- 
dent that it will be respected. If the negroes 
of the South must be removed from the cotton 
States, let the loyal States receive them in 
equal proportion, or let them be colonized upon 
the soil of one of the seceded States. We have 
a right to protect Missouri firom the blighting 
effects of the corse about to be entailed upon 



us by this policy of Mtgor General Curtis, and 
it behooves us to speak. A word now will save 
years of trouble. 

Mr. President, on this subject of emancipa- 
tion we must act with equal decision. What 
we do should be done boldly and promptly. 
On one side, it is said that unless we emanci- 
pate at once tlie opponents of emancipation 
may repeal the ordinance before the day fixed 
for freedom. To that I answer, if they can cut 
ofiT the inchoate right to freedom fixed by our 
ordinance, they have the same right to declare 
apprentices slaves for life. If they will act in 
the one case, they will act in the other. But I 
have no fears of either. There is no instance 
on record of a backward step in such reforms. 
The first move is the difficult one. What we 
shall agree upon here will, in my judgment, 
become the fixed policy of the State. 

Again, it is urged that humanity revolts 
against this power of sale reserved in the own- 
er up to the day of freedom. I think, myself, 
that the power amounts to but little, for the 
larger portion of the slaves fit for residence 
here at all will be kept. But they who make 
this objection should remember that perhaps a 
m^'ority of the people of this State would pre- 
fer to be rid entirely of this population. I am 
perfectly certain that the owners of slaves will 
regard it as no favor to them, after emancipa- 
tion, to apprentice back the negroes. To them, 
it will be regarded as immediate emancipation, 
and the county courts would soon be called 
upon to apprentice again. 

They who urge, therefore, this immediate 
deprivation of the right, should vote to levy a 
tax to compensate the owner. It is no answer 
to say that slavery is wrong, and that the slave- 
holder in conscience should release his bonds- 
man. The whole community is responsible 
for the wrong. Our law has protected it. The 
public vote has sanctioned it. If a sudden 
change in public sentiment declares it a nuisance, 
and demands its removal, let the public pay the 
owner, or give him a reasonable time to remove 
it himself. I frankly admit that my feelings 
favor compensation, for the benefits belong to 
all ; but the condition of the State, in my opin- 
ion, forbids. If I gave compensation being 
just, I could well affbrd to be humane, and for- 
bid the owner to make sale of his slave. 

By some, it is insisted that the ordinance 
must be submitted to the people. Mr. Presi- 
dent, the people have made up their minds to 
acquiesce in emancipation. They look to this 
Convention for a reasonable system. They 
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are tired of slavery agitation. If it be eubm it- 
ted, the guerrillas will be in arms before the 
day of election. The agitators, who live upon 
excitement, the plunderers, whose occupation 
is destroyed by peace, will, if possible, plunge 
OS again into strife, and the verdict at the polls 
will be no eridence of popular wilL 

What we want is an ordinance terminating 
sUvery from 1870 to 1878, and it should be 
made the law of the land. To its support, when 
once adopted, let the lovers of law and order 
rally, and the Union men of Missouri may be 
once more united in defence of the nation's flag 
and the peace of the State. 

Mr. Orr. Mr. President, I would rise with 
somewhat more confidence, in the hope of in* 
teresting the audience and the members ofi»this 
Convention, could I have obtained the floor 
before the delivery of the speeches of my 
friends, the gentlemen from Livingston and the 
gentleman from Pike ; but after these address- 
es, distinguished alike for eloquence and argu- 
ment, 1 shall, of course, make no attempt at 
oratory ; if I did, it would be a failure. But, 
being a representative from the people, and 
having been called here by the Governor of the 
State to take into consideration the most im- 
portant measures that have ever agitated this 
republic, I shall endeavor to use such argu- 
ments as I have at hand to convince this Con- 
vention of the correctness of the views I en- 
tertain. 

This is a subject requiring to be handled by 
statesmen, not by passion, feeling, or preju- 
dice. It is a subject that, such men as Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Franklin, Clay, and Web- 
ster, were unable to settle. It is a question 
that the greatest men of the nation have 
shrunk from. Those men had their peculiar 
views ; I have mine. 

I opposed the proposition on the subject of 
emancipation presented a year ago by' the gen- 
tleman from St Louis (Mr. Breckinridge), not 
because I was unwilling to meet any issue that 
can be brought before the people of Missouri, 
but because we were then engaged in quelling 
a rebellion such as the world never before saw. 
I told that gentleman that it would require the 
whole energy of the Union party to put down 
the rebellion, and that if he thrust upon the 
consideration of the people of Missouri the 
slavery question, it would divide the Union 
party. It has divided it: I used what little 
influence I had to prevent the Governor from 
calling this Convention together, for the same 



reason. It is, however, called ; and we must 
now take things as they are, and not as we 
would like to have them. 

** The subject of emancipation has now for 
some time engaged the public mind, and it is 
of the highest importance to the interest of the 
State that some scheme of emancipation be 
adopted" — that is the opinion of the Governor 
of the State and nothing more. 

" The General Assembly, at its late session, 
being embarrassed by constitutional limitations 
upon its power, failed to adopt any measure 
upon the subject of emancipation, but clearly 
indicated a wish that the Convention should 
be called together to take action upon the sub- 
ject." The General Assembly being embar- 
rassed by the constitution, the Governor of the 
State has called this Convention together to do 
that which he says the General Assembly could 
not, clearly indicating that we would not be 
embarrassed by the constitution | notwith- 
standing every member here to-day has taken 
an oath to support the constitution of Missouri 
and of the United States, he seems to' take it 
for granted that we should not be embarrassed 
by it or bound to support it. 

I shall endeavor to show that the constitu- 
tion of Missouri can neve^ be changed but in 
one way, that is, by the Legislature ; although 
some of the best lawyers of Missouri, who are 
here, may take different ground. I am respon- 
sible for my own opinions. "Therefore, I, 
Hamilton R. Gamble, Governor of the State of 
Missouri, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Convention, do hereby call the said 
Convention to assemble at the Capitol in the 
city of Jefferson, on the fifteenth day of June 
next, then and there to consult and act upon 
the subject of emancipation of slaves, and sndi 
other matters as may be connected with the 
peace and welfare of the State." 

Now, I think it is unfair that men should be 
called together to consult upon a subject, when 
I fear there has been leave given to consider 
one side only. A man has been at liberty for 
the last twelve months to consult upon one side 
of the subject of abolition, but it is a danger- 
ous thing to take the other side into considera- 
tion. It is known that some members of this 
Convention are not here to-day because they 
are not abolitionists, because they are opposed 
to emancipation. I may point to myself for a 
moment in illustration of the fact that we are 
only allowed to consider one side of this ques* 
tion. I have been a prisoner of war for eight 
montha ; I reported every day for three months 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



218 



to a Provoft Marshal, was tried for treason 
about three weeks ago by a military eomniis* 
sion, ( I have not yet been informed with what 
result,) and yet the remarks for which I was 
arrested were not half so strong as some of tbe 
statements made by my friend upon my right 
(Mr. Henderson). I only contended for the 
constitution and law. I do not care how lofty 
a man may be in his patriotism, how indepen- 
dent he may be, he is afraid to do or say that 
which will degrade him or cause his arrest. 

I have been tried for treason, and why ? Be- 
cause at a public meeting I spoke freely my 
convictions. I have a little character at stake. 
It is due to my wife and children that it should 
be defended ; but I have not been able to get a 
solitary line in any of tbe public papers in de- 
fence of my character ; therefore 1 have to 
coma before you, all these things staring me 
in the face, branded as a traitor, without the 
power to show yon now that 1 am innocent. 

In talking about the war and the slavery 
question, it will be necessary to speak of the 
conduct of President Lincoln, Gov. Gamble, 
and those in authority in the State of Missouri 
and tbe United States ; but for doing so I may 
be sent to the Dry Tortugas or to some other 
place of exile ; but, be tlhat as it may, I must 
perform the duty I owe to my country. 

There are but two parties in this country. 
We hear various parties spoken of every day, 
as Clay banks, Snowflakes, Charcoals, Nullifi- 
ers, Jbc. ; but there are but two parties in the 
country : one is for sustaining the constitution 
and laws of the country, and the other is for 
overriding them. I belong to the party that is 
for the Constitution, the Union, and the enforce- 
ment of the Laws $ and every other individual 
that is not for this, I do not care whether he 
is northern or southern, whether he glories in 
Abolition or Secession, — belongs to tbe oppo- 
site party. I want to say to this Convention, 
that notwithstanding we come here to consider 
the gravest question that could be thrust upon 
QS— ^notwithstanding we come here in the same 
predicament as the Legislature, consisting of 
three classes, one for immediate emancipation, 
one for gradual emancipation, and the other, 
respectable in point of numbers, against any 
kind of emancipation, this Convention has act- 
ed with more discourtesy in selecting a Com- 
mittee on Emancipation than it has ever done 
before. It utterly refused to let a solitary man 
go on that committee wbo was not an aboli- 
tionist I for no man can be in favor of abolish- 
ing slarery without being an abolitionist 



I am for no scheme for the abolition of sla* 
very that will not pay the loyal slaveholder for 
his slaves, or have his consent for tbe emanci- 
pation of his slaves. Now, what sort of a 
proposition does that gentleman (Mr. Breckin<* 
ridee) bring up here to-day ? It is for imme- 
diate emancipation, with apprenticeship to be 
controlled by the county courts. But the 
county courts have no right to take the labor 
of the slave from its owner and give it to some- 
body else without his consent 

I am opposed to emancipation in every fash- 
ion and form ; I want the gentlemen from Pike 
and St. Louis to understand this. When the 
great varieties of opinion on this subject are 
seen, I hope this Convention will be charitable 
enough to allow me to honestly entertain the 
views I do. The gentleman from Pike, the 
Governor of the State, the gentlemen from St. 
Louis, and all members of this body who are 
in favor of abolition to-day, stand up here and 
admit their views upon the subject to have 
changed. A year or five years ago they were 
zealous proslavery men. It consequently shows 
these are but their opinions, and may be wrong 
at last. Five years hence they may discover 
that they were committing a blunder that may 
bring us to death and destruction. 

And how is it with the Government to-day ? 
Political blunders have been committed till we 
are now at the verge of ruin. We are in the pre- 
dicament of a hearty, hale man who is taken 
a little sick, calls upon a physician, who com- 
mits blunder after blunder (as is often the 
case), till tbe poor man is brought into that 
condition that one more blunder will land him 
in the other world. So the political doctors 
have committed blunder after blunder, and in 
their zeal have applied the wrong medicine, 
until we stand just ready for the last dose, 
given blunderingly, that will ruin this govern- 
ment — *' I call upon you who desire to abolish 
slavery to save the nation 'M Think before 
you leap. « Be certain you are right, and then 
go ahead." 

I propose now to notice some of the argu- ' 
ments of the gentlemen who are in favor of 
emancipation, or, in other words, who are ab- 
olitionists. They tell you that slavery is the 
cause of the war ; every man who is an aboli- 
tionist will tell you it is the cause of this war. 
I shall try to show that they are mistaken. 
The gentlemen from Clinton and from Living- 
ston have clearly demonstrated that other 
causes had something to do with it; and If 
they had not shown it, posterity will see that 
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the agitation of the negro question to get dem* 
agogues into office has caused the difficulty. 
It was the negro question, as has heen said by 
Oen. Blair, and not the slavery question. In 
the south, a candidate would get up and tell the 
people, his constituents, that 'Mn the north 
they were stealing our negroes, persuading 
them to run away," and such like means were 
used to gain support; while in the north we 
are told that <^in the south they brand the ne- 
groes like mules, and inflict many other cruel- 
ties on them" — although, as a general thing, 
they are well fed, well clothed, and properly 
cared for. By these means a continual agita- 
tion was kept up, which put men in places of 
power who never would have got there in any 
other way. Slavery, therefore, has been used 
at a meaiUy not as a cause. 

Suppose I am mistaken, and that it was the 
cause of the war. What has that to do with 
the duty of President Lincoln or Gov. Gamble? 
Would not their duty be the same, whatever 
caused the war ? Would not every man who 
loved his country first try to put down the re- 
bellion, and not cry out what was the cause of 
the war ? If I inform a man that his house is 
on fire, do you think he would say, << I don't 
want to do anything till I know how my house 
caught on fire" f If sane, he would say, ^Mash 
on the water"; and when it was out he might 
inquire as to the cause of the fire, so as to avoid 
the like in future. Is not our house on fire at 
each end ? 

This is not the first rebellion we have had. 
Oo back to the whiskey rebellion in Pennsyl- 
vania, when Washington was President of the 
United States. Congress had laid a duty on 
whiskey and stills, and the Pennsylvanians re- 
belled against its collection. The President of 
the United States went at the head of a suffi- 
cient army; (I believe Mr. Lincoln has not 
headed any army yet to put down the rebel- 
lion ;) but Washington was a man, and when 
he got into Pennsylvania he issued no order 
that the stills should be knocked to pieces and 
the beads of whiskey barrels knocked out, and 
that no more whiskey should be made. Had, 
he done all this, you would have said he was 
an old imbecile. He told them they must and 
should submit to the law of the land ; and when 
they yielded, he protected the whiskey and 
stills, as well as their dollars and cents. 

And this is the duty of Mr. Lincoln and the 
party in power. Instead of declaring before 
the world that slavery was the cause of the 
war, and most be destroyed : it should have 



been protected, and the rebellion would have 
been put down long ago. But Mr. Lincoln 
undertook a little too much. He undertook to 
keep the Republican party in power, to destroy 
American slavery, and to put down the rebel, 
lion. It is a hard job to do all that. It never 
can, and never will all be done. Those three 
things can never happen at once. The rebel- 
lion should have been put down at once. We 
should have protected every man who was 
loyal to the Government In my opinion, if 
slavery and other property had been protected, 
and those who were not in arms against the 
Government permitted to remain at home un- 
til called into the service, if wanted, without 
being arrested, sworn and bonded, the rebel- 
lion would have been put down long since. 

When Mr. Lincoln was elected, what did we 
hear ? Those who afterwards became seces- 
sionists said, ^* Mr. Lincoln was elected on a 
sectional platform, and would now try to de- 
stroy the institution of slavery, to equalize the 
negro and the white man." We said. No, sir. 
I suppose every man elected to this Conven- 
tion two years ago made pledges to his con- 
stituents to stand by those in authority as long 
as they stood by the constitution and laws of 
the land. I did, I am sure, and said, ** I had 
no doubt that Mr. Lincoln would execute the 
fugitive slave law, and enforce the laws gene- 
rally, as Millard Filmore bad done." But how 
has it been in Missouri ? Go back to the cam- 
paign of Gen. Fremont He marched a well 
equipped army to Southwest Missouri. When 
his army left Springfield, he. Hunter and Jim 
Lane took away some three hundred negroes 
from loyal as well as disloyal men, and not a 
solitary man could get one of his negroes back, 
notwithstanding they and their sons had their 
bosoms bared to the enemy's guns in many in- 
stances. Soon Mr. Fremont issued his negro 
proclamation, declaring all the slaves of rebels 
free. Then I was asked, ^^ what do you now 
say about Mr. Lincoln enforcing the law and 
protecting loyal citizens ?" I could only say 
that I did not believe that he would ever ap- 
prove any such outrages as those committed 
by Fremont Honest, loyal men all over Mis- 
souri pronounced the proclamation a base for- 
gery. Soon Mr. Lincoln added much to his 
character for integrity amongst the conserva- 
tive men of the nation by revoking said proc- 
lamation, as well as those of Phelps and Hun* 
ter. Men who had once doubted what course 
the President would take, now took courage 
from this act, added to the declaration in hia 
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Inaag^ral^in which he said, ^<I have no desire 
to interfere with slavery where it exists^ and 
DO constitutional power to do so if I desired.^' 
It was then thought that Mr. Lincoln had 
determined that his country was to he pro. 
t^ted even if his party went down. What 
was the result? Six hundred thousand vol- 
unteers rushed to the rescue of their distract- 
ed country. Such an array of volunteers had 
never been witnessed on earth before. Two 
million could have been obtained without a 
draft They rushed forward until an order 
bad to be issued that no more would be re- 
ceived. - 

What followed? Congress has abolished 
slavery in the District of Columbia, and made 
the negro a competent witness against his mas- 
ter I they have abolished it in all the Territo- 
ries ; have recognized the independence of 
Hayti and Liberia, so that we now send white 
Ministers to those governments and receive 
black ones at Washington j Mr. Lincoln has, 
by proclamation, declared the negroes in re- 
bellious States free ; they have endeavored to 
do every solitary thing the secessionists said 
they would do. It has divided the North and 
nnited the South. If Mr. Lincoln had at the 
start declared that all this should follow as 
soon as we got a large army, he would never 
have raised one, in my opinion. He never 
could have got a Northern army to organize 
for the purpose of overriding the law of the 
land. 

Bat we are told that since slavery is the 
cauae of the war, it should be destroyed. I 
again say, that is no reason for its destruction. 
To illustrate: I knew an old man to have a 
fight with a young man who had contracted 
marriage with his daughter, a beautiful girl 
about sixteen, contrary to the father's wish. 
All will admit that in this case the daughter 
was the cause of the war; but I hope none 
will come to the conclusion that the father 
should have killed his daughter, or set her 
free, without guardian, protector, or home, 
merely to get rid of the cause of the war. 
No, sir ; his duty, toward his, perchance, err- 
ing child was still the same. We hear a great 
deal about State sovereignty and the author- 
ity of the General Government. There is no 
such thing as sovereignty in oar form of 
government. Ours is a government within a 
government — each sovereign in its proper 
sphere ; and there is no conflict Those pow* 
ert properly belonging to the State can no 
more bo exercised by the General Govern- 



ment than can the State exercise the peculiar 
powers of the General Government The in- 
stitution of slavery is conceded to belong to 
the State ; and Mr. Lincoln has no more to do 
with slavery in the State of Missouri than 
Queen Victoria. It is travelling as far out 
of his duty to recommend its abolishment as 
anything can be. But he has done it. If he 
had not thrust the slavery agitation upon the 
American people, and especially the border 
States, you and I would not have been called 
here to-day and asked to do violence to the 
fundamental law of Missouri. He has said, if 
the border States would abolish slavery that 
peace would immediately follow; that we 
should abolish slavery, to show to the South 
that we were unalterably fixed in the Union. 
I think such a demand made on the border 
States after they have thrown themselves into 
the breach of their distracted country — after 
the bones of their patriots have whitened and 
their blood reddened every battle-field from 
Wilson's creek to the last bloody battle on 
the Rappahannock, in defence of the stars and 
stripes— can be looked on as nothing short of 
an insult. Had the slaveholders of the border 
States went with the seceded States into rebel- 
lion the fate of this nation would have been 
sealed long ere this ; and yet we are asked to 
give up our slaves for the purpose of show- 
ing that we are loyal.(?) It will look to the 
future reader of history as if Mr. Lincoln had 
never had an idea above that of freeing the 
negroes. In my opinion, the abolition of sla- 
very in Missouri at this time will lessen the 
probability for ever restoring the Union. Tou 
say slavery was the cause of the war. I deny 
it. But admit, for argument sake, that it was, 
and that the South, for fear that the North 
would make war on slavery, went into rebel- 
lion, what then is the duty of a Union tnan ? 
I understand a Union man to be in favor of a 
union, not only of all the States as heretofore, 
but of all the American citizens aa heretofore. 
If that is true, it is our duty to show to the 
South that they were mistaken ; that we are, 
and always have been, ready to protect them in 
their persons and property, whenever they will 
sabmit to the law of the land ; and not demon- 
strate that we intend to role them with a rod 
of iron. 

Tes, we must show them that they were mis- 
taken. Virginia has been cot in two— whether 
in the middle I cannot say. They have a suf* 
ficiently large piece to call it a State, and each 
State is entitled to two Senators. Then abolish 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



216 



Blavery in MUsoari, and add two more Sena* 
tors to the dominant party, and tell me if it 
will not lessen the chance for peace and union. 
Add to tbis^ Mr. President, the fact that a 
law has been passed since the war commenced 
requiring a test oath from every man who pre- 
sents himself as a Member of Congress, to the 
effect that he has never given aid and comfort 
to the rebellion, and tell me if it doea not look 
like we desired to prevent the last glimmering 
hope for the restoration of this Union. We 
have declared to the world that no State has 
the right to secede ; that our government is a 
contract, that it was made by mutual agree* 
ment, and that one party has no right to break 
up that contract. But I see that a court of the 
United States has decided, in a prize case, that 
the Southern States have thrown off their alle- 
giance to the General Government: this was 
necessary before they could take private prop- 
erty as tiiat of a public enemy. It proves a 
little too much. If the rebellious States have 
thrown off their allegiance to our Government, 
we have no more right to interfere with them ; 
and it is murder to kill them in an aggressive 
war. But I will dare to differ with the court, 
and again declare that it is the duty and privi- 
lege of every American citizen to return to his 
allegiance, and claim protection of the Federal 
Government in every constitutional right It 
is a duty we owe to the country and to pos- 
terity, to do nothing that will lengthen this 
struggle. 

I have alluded to the conduct of Fremont, 
Jim Lane, and Gen. Hunter, in taking our ne- 
groes out of Missouri contrary to the law of 
the State. It is true that Congress passed an 
act since then, giving to the President power 
to use any number of negroes he might choose, 
and in any manner he thought proper, to put 
down the rebellion ; but no officer or soldier 
in the army had any right under that act to 
use a slave for any purpove until so ordered 
by the President. The President did issue an 
order to the army instructing them to use as 
many negroes as were necessary for teamsters, 
ditchers, Ate., excepting at the same time Mis- 
souri and other border States from the opera- 
tion of said order, which order is in force and 
unrevoked up to the present time. And I give 
it as my opinion that every man, in or out of 
the army, who has taken slaves from their 
owners in Missouri, whether to use in the ar- 
my or to run off and sell, are subject to be put 
in the penitentiary as soon as civil law can 
be enforced. 



I voted for Governor Gamble when he was 
chosen to his present position, because I 
thought his age, character, and standing as a 
many and a lawyer, fitted him more eminently 
for the crisis than any other man in the State. 
I yet think that no other man could have gives 
so much confidence and respect to the Provis- 
ional Government as he did ; and what I now 
object to is not prompted from a belief that he 
is disloyal, as some would insinuate. 1 know 
that to be a slander. 1 object to him because 
he has not done what he promised. He had 
put himself on the record, that '^ under no cir- 
cumstance could he belong to an anti-slavery 
party." Had he stated previously to his elec- 
tion that, during the time he would be execut- 
ing the office of Governor, he would recom- 
mend to the Legislature, or to this Convention, 
the propriety of abolishing slavery in Missou- 
ri, he would not have received twelve votes. 
But he expressly said after his election that 
to the extent of his executive power he would 
protect it. That was nothing more than his 
duty under the constitution, without any pledge 
except the oath of office. 

It is the duty of the Governor of Missouri 
to see that the laws are faithfully executed. 
The law guarantees protection to slavery in 
Missouri, as well as to all other property. I 
hold it to be the duty of the Governor to use 
the whole strength of the State to assist the 
President to enforce the constitutional laws of 
the United States, and equally bis duty to use 
the whole force of the State in endeavoring to 
protect the citizens of Missouri in their per- 
sons and property against unlawful seizure by 
any body of men, whether sent here by Mr. 
Lincoln or Jeff. Davis. It is equally the duty 
of Mr. Lincoln to assist the Governor to en- 
force the laws of Missouri. There can be no 
conflict between the laws of the State and 
^Nation. While I am a citizen of the United 
States, I am also a citizen of Missouri ; and 
have no use for Governors or Presidents, but 
to see that the laws are faithfully executed. 

If men are allowed with impunity to col- 
lect together the property of the Union aa 
well as disunion men ; if they are allowed to 
uniform, arm and equip the buck negroes of 
the country, and send them round to take, by 
force or persuasion, all the slaves in the coiiii- 
try, and we cannot have protection from State 
or National Government we will be forced 
to the conclusion that our Government has 
proved a failure. Heretofore we have gloried 
in the determination of our Qovemment to 
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protect the most humble citizen^ whether na- 
tive or foreign born^ whatever the cost. If 
there is any one thing that gave more respect 
than all other acts of Mr. Pierce's adminis- 
tration, it was his approval of the act of 
Commander Ingraham in protecting and res- 
cuing Martin Kosta at Smyrna. Kosta was a 
foreigner, had only filed his intention to be- 
come naturalized, had returned to his native 
land, and was seized under the plea that he 
was liable to military service when he left 
his native land ; but our Government thought 
it a duty to protect him as well as every other 
American citizen. The glory of the stars and 
stripes is, that whoever can point to them as 
his, has the assurance that he is sure of pro- 
tection. 

On motion of Mr. Hall of B., the Conven- 
tion adjourned till i past 2. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met as per adjournment. 

Mr. Orr resumed. It is said, emancipate 
the slaves in Missouri, and we will never have 
any more agitation on the negro question. Be 
not deceived. I feel as sure as I do of my own 
existence, that if the negro is freed and turned 
loose among us agitation will then naturally 
follow, a thousand times more dangerous and 
alarming. Will not those who have agitated 
the slavery question for political purposes 
heretofore, and for peace to-day, then demand 
that the negro hold office and vote ; that their 
children and yours go the same common school, 
since the negro and you are common taxpay- 
ers? Will not they demand that you and the 
negro sit together on the same jury and fight 
together on the battle-field? Are not aboli- 
tionists in Europe and in the free States of this 
Union contending for all the above items? A 
year ago the emancipation party in Missouri 
were for a system of gradual emancipation, 
with compensation and deportation ; now 
they are for immediate emancipation without 
compensation or deportation. Do you think, 
Mr. President, such men will ever stop agi- 
tation? What was the principle upon which 
the Revolutionary war was fought? Taxation 
without representation. The negro is to be 
freed and turned loose ; he will own property, 
much or little ; he will be protected ; because 
of the protection he must be taxed, and be- 
cause he is taxed he must have all the privi- 
leges that other taxpayers have, or else the 
19 



Revolutionary war was fought upon a false 
issue. 

The difficulty is just beginning to loom up 
before us. Mr. Stanton says, '' he that votes 
must fight.'' Governor Yates says, "he that 
fights must vote." The conscript law and Mr. 
Lincoln say the negro shall fight; consequent- 
ly the next clamor will be for him to vote. 
Then my friend from Pike and the gentlemen 
from St. Louis, who are taking such a bold 
stand for Sambo, will naturally expect Sambo 
to remember them at the ballot-box ; and Sam- 
bo will no more vote for me than the foreigner 
used to vote for the Know-Nothings. Do not 
take it for granted that peace will overspread 
our country as sf on as the negro is made free. 
The abolitionists say that if we abolish sla- 
very we shall soon be as prosperous as Illinois. 
I defy those who talk thus, to point to a State 
in this Union, or to any state or nation on this 
globe, where the people, generally, were more 
prosperous, happy and contented than in Mis- 
souri three years ago. It is true that we had 
not built as many railroads, nor as many fine 
houses, nor had we as dense a population as in 
some other states and countries. But, I ask 
you, where is the most happiness ? Is it where 
the country is most densely populated? Go, 
if you please, to St. Louis — a city that will, in 
my opinion, be the first commercial city in the 
Union one day. There is a den^e population ; 
there are very few negroes, and you will find 
there more wealth, more paupers, wretched- 
ness, degradation, crime, and human suffering, 
than in all the balance of the State. This is 
not for a want of enterprise there : but, in all 
densely populated cities and countries, pau- 
pers, crime and taxation increase. The pros* 
perous citizens of St. Louis pay nearly as much 
taxes as all the balance of the State, much of 
which is to support her unfortunate inhabit- 
ants. If you can urge nothing better than the 
promise of a dense population in favor of eman- 
cipation, you can never convince the industri- 
ous, thinking taxpayer that it will promote his 
interest to free the negroes. The history of 
the world shows that as population becomes 
dense, taxation, crime and pauperism more 
than keep pace with it. But, sir, I do not ex- 
pect that we, in Missouri, will have a better 
state of things than we enjoyed when the war 
first broke out. We were then an Independent 
people — paying our just debts, and enjoying, 
at least, all the necessaries of life. The masses 
of our people were as well fed and clothed as 
any other people ; and our children were be- 
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ing liberally educated, mentally and morally. 
I believe the poor man lived better in Missouri 
than in any other nook or corner of the world. 
And yet we are told that we have been ruined 
by slavery. I think I hazard nothing in assert- 
ing that the negro was never so happy, con- 
tented and free as the slaves of Missouri were 
when the abolitionists commenced decoying 
them from their masters since the war broke 
out, and I doubt whether they will ever be in 
as good condition again. 

As an original proposition, I suppose there 
is not a solitary member of the Convention who 
would favor the introduction of slavery into 
this government. It is not your fault or mine $ 
nor is it the fault of the unfortunate negro that 
he is here. Slavery was entailed on us by the 
English and Dutch without our consent. We 
must meet the difficulty like statesmen, and not 
shrink from it because we do not like it. I 
regret that there was ever a black man on this 
continent. I am sorry that, in the nature of 
things, there must be human suffering. I could 
never see why we could not have got along 
better without rattlesnakes and copperheads; 
but 1 am not prepared to say they are of no 
use, and I am still farther from saying that the 
Almighty did not create the negro in wisdom. 
But I am satisfied that socially, intellectually, 
and morally, he is not the equal of the white 
race ; and if the abolition party could have 
been willing to submit to a dispensation they 
cannot understand, they might find that Amer- 
ican slavery has been ordered in wisdom : and 
that the negro may yet go back to his native 
land, and elevate and christianize his race, that 
are to-day eating each other up. The negro 
may possibly have been a curse to the white 
man : he is said to have been the cause of the 
war I certainly American slavery has not been 
a curse to the negro. The black man has never 
been so elevated, mentally, morally, and phys- 
ically, as in American slavery. So-called 
liberty may prove a curse to him. They are 
daily induced to leave their owners and seek 
protection in the Federal army; where they 
are crowded into huts, fed and clothed at the 
expense of the taxpayers of this government, 
contracy to law, and in their filth and indo- 
lence are daily dying from every disease inci- 
dent to camp life, by scores, hundreds and 
thousands. Their freedom has been of little 
use to them thus far. 

As to the argument that Missouri has not 
kept pace with Illinois and the other free 
States, there are other reasons than the absence 



of negro slavery there and its presence here. 
Lands in Illinois are worth more than in Mis- 
souri, and, take the State of Illinois as a whole, 
I understand the land is better than in any Stare 
in the Union. Illinois lies between Missouri 
and the old and wealthy States. The commerce 
of the eastern States must pass through Illinob 
in seeking a western market before reaching 
Missouri. As a matter of course the eastern 
capitalists would assist Illinois previous to 
helping Missouri. In addition to that, the abo- 
lition party have done every thing in their pow- 
er for the last thirty years to make arguments 
that would show the free States more pros- 
perous than the slave States. It is a fact that 
men of wealth will give enormous prices for 
land in an old settled country, already enjoying 
the conveniences of life, rather than remove 
west : that is another reason why land is higher 
in the east than here. We are told that the free 
States outstrip us, and that their land improves 
while ours is exhausting because of slave labor. 
I deny that that is the cause. The free States 
have as a general thing done the manufactur- 
ing, whilst we have produced the raw mate- 
rial ; that will exhaust our land and improve 
theirs. Take two farmers with farms adjacent, 
equally fertile, and of the same size. Let one 
produce hemp or cotton, and the other manu- 
facture it, and raise stock and retain the ma- 
nure on his farm ; the one would ultimately 
become exhausted, and the other become more 
and more fertile. Suppose all were to farm 
and none manufacture, we weuld simply have 
no market | should all engage in manufactur- 
ing, we would then have no persons to produce 
the raw material, and all would necessarily 
fail. But this is no argument against negro 
slavery ; but if an argument at all, it is against 
our mode of farming. This only shows the 
necessity for the Constitution as it is and the 
Union as it was — with a South happy and 
prosperous, producing the cotton, and a North 
growing rich and commercial by the lighter 
and more refined, though no more honorable, 
pursuit of manufacturing it into useful and 
ornamental goods. 

As truly as the gentleman from St. Louis 
(Mr. Drake) says that negro slavery is the 
same all the world over, so I say the negro is 
the same all the world over under the same cir- 
cumstances I and if he would not work in the 
British colonies when he was freed, neither 
will he do so here. I take it that 

"A negro li a nagro ; you may do him as yon will: 
PreM him up in Inotdoloth, and he's a negro stlll.'^ 
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It seems to be a principle of their nature that 
they will only work when they are compelled ; 
and I feel sure the best that can be done with 
them while they remain among us is to keep 
them in slavery^ and treat them humanely and 
make them work. As to elevating the negro, 
and raising the price of land by taking away 
compulsory labor, I wish to read an extract or 
two from a work entitled " The Slave Trade, 
Domestic and Foreign, by H. C. Gary": 

^^How it operated in South Africa, where 
the slave was most at home, is shown by the 
following extracts from the work of a recent 
traveller and settler in that colony; — "'The 
chain was broken and the people of England 
hurraed to their hearts' content. And the 
slave ! what in the meanwhile became of him? 
If he was young and vicious, away he went — 
be was his own master. He was at liberty to 
walk to and fro upon the earth, 'seeking whom 
he might devour.' He was free : he had the 
world before him where to choose, though, 
squatted beside the Kaffir's fire, probably 
thinking his meal of parched corn but poor 
stuff after the palatable dishes he had been 
permitted to cook for himself in the Boor's or 
tradesman's kitchen. But he was fain to like 
it — he could get nothing else; and this was 
earned at the expense of his own soul, for it 
was plundering his ancient master. If in- 
clined to work, he had no certainty of employ- 
ment ; and the Dutch, losing so much by the 
sudden Emancipation Act, resolved on work- 
ing for themselves. So the virtuous, redeemed 
slave bad too many temptations to remain vir- 
tuous : he was hungry — so was his wife — ^so 
were his children ; and he must feed them. 
How? No matter.' 

'' How it has operated in the West Indies we 
may next inquire, and with that view will take 
Jamaica, one of the oldest, and, until lately, 
one of the most prosperous of the colonies. 
That island embraces about four millions of 
acres of land, ' of which,' says Mr. Biglow, 
'there are not probably any ten lying adjacent 
to each other which are not susceptible of the 
highest cultivation, while not more than five 
hundred thousand acres have ever been re- 
claimed, or even appropriated. It is traversed 
by over two hundred streams, forty of which 
are from twenty-five to one hundred feet in 
breadth; and, it deserves to be mentioned, 
famish water power sufficient to manufacture 
•Terytbing produced by the soil, or consumed 
by the inhabitants. Far less expense than is 
uauAlly incurred on the sanM surface in the 



United States for manure, would irrigate all 
the dry lands of the island, and enable them to 
defy the most protracted drought by which it 
is ever visited. Such/ says Mr. Biglow, ' are 
some of the natural resources of this dilapida- 
ted and poverty-stricken country. Capable as 
it is of producing almost everything, and actu- 
ally producing nothing, which might not be- 
come a staple with a proper application of 
capital and skill, its inhabitants are miserably 
poor, and daily sinking deeper and deeper into 
the utter helplessness of abject want.' 

** It is impossible to read Mr. Biglow's vol- 
ume without arriving at the conclusion that 
the freedom granted to the negro has had little 
effect except that of enabling him to live at 
the expense of the planter so long as anything 
remained. Sixteen years of freedom did not 
appear to its author to have 'advanced the 
dignity of labor or of the laboring classes one 
particle,' while it had ruined the proprietors 
of the land ; and thus great damage had been 
done to the one class without benefit of any 
kind to the other. 'From a statistical table 
published in August last, it appears,' says the 
New- York Herald, 'that since 1846 the num- 
ber of sugar estates on the island that have 
been totally abandoned amount to one hundred 
and sixty-eight, and the number partially aban- 
doned to sixty-three ; the value of which two 
hundred and thirty-one estates was assessed in 
1841 at £1,655,140, or nearly eight millions 
and a half of dollars.' 

"'There is but little heard of,' says Dr. 
King, ' but ruin. In many dlbtricts,' he adds, 
' the marks of decay abound. Neglected fields, 
crumbling houses, fragmentary fences, noise- 
less machinery^-these are common sights, and 
soon become familiar to observation. I some- 
times rode for miles in succession over fertile 
ground which used to be cultivated, and which 
is now lying waste. So rapidly has cultiva- 
tion retrograded, and the wild luxuriance of 
nature replaced the conveniences of art, that 
parties still inhabiting these desolated districts 
have sometimes, in the strong language of a 
speaker at Kingston, to seek about the bush to 
find the entrance into their houses.' 

" ' The finest land in the world,' says Mr. 
Biglow, ' may be had at any price, and almost 
for the asking. Labor,' he adds, ' receives no 
compensation, and the product of labor does 
not seem to know how to find a way to mar- 
ket. Properties which were formerly valued 
at £40,000 would not command j£4,000, and 
others after having been sold at six^ eight or 
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ten per ceot. of their former value, have been 
finally abandoned.' 

*' The following is from a report made in 
1849 and signed by various missionaries : Of 
Guiana generally they say^ 'it would be but a 
melancholy task to dwell upon the misery and 
ruin which bo alarming a change mast have 
occasioned to the proprietary body ; but your 
Commissioners feel themselves called upon to 
notice the effects which this wholesale aban- 
donment of property has produced upon the 
«olony at large. Where whole districts are 
fast relapsing into bush, and occasional patch* 
«s of provisions around the huts of village set- 
tkm are all that remain to tell of once flour- 
ish ing estates, It is not to be wondered at that 
tile most ordinary marks of civilization are 
rapidly disappearing, and that in many dis- 
tricts of the colony all travelling communica- 
tion by land will soon become utterly imprac- 
'ticabl«.* Of the Abary district — ^ Your Com- 
missioners find the line of road is nearly 
impassable, and that a long succession of for- 
merly cultivated estates presents now a series 
of pestilent swamps, overrun with bush, and 
productive of malignant fevers.' 

*^ Under these circumstances it is that the 
London Times furnishes its readers with the 
following paragraph, and as that journal can- 
not be regarded as the opponent of the classes 
which have lately controlled the legislation of 
England, we may feel assured that its informa- 
tion is to be relied on : ^ Our legislation has 
been dictated by presumed necessities of the 
African slave. After the Emancipation Act, 
a large charge was assessed in aid of civil and 
religious institutions for the benefit of the en- 
franchised negro, and it was hoped that those 
colored subjects of the British crown would 
soon be assimilated to their fellow-citizens, 
from all the information which has reached 
us, no less than from the visible probabilities 
of the case, toe are con$tratned to believe that 
these hopes have been falsified. The negro has 
not obtained with his freedom any habits of in- 
dustry or moraiUy, His independence is little 
better than that of an wicaptured brute. Hav- 
ing accepted none of the restraints of civiliza- 
tion, he is amenable to few of its necessities ; 
and the wants of his nature are so easily satis- 
fied, that, at the present rate of wages, he is 
called upon for nothing but fitful or desultory 
exertion. The blacks^ therefore, instead of be* 
coming intelligent husbandmen^ have become 
vagrants and squatters ; and it is now appre- 
hended, that wUh the faihre of culHvatton in 



the island wiU come the failure of its resources 
for instructing or controlling its populcUion, 
So imminent does the consummation appear, 
that memorials have been signed by classes of 
colonial society heretofore standing aloof from 
politics, and not only the bench and the bar^ 
but the bishop, clergy, and the ministers of aU 
denominations in the island, without exceplfon^ 
have recorded their conviction that in the absence 
of timely relief the religious and educational in- 
stitutions of the island must be abandoned, and 
the masses of the population retrograde to bar- 
berismJ 

*' That the English system in regard to the 
emancipation of the negro has proved a fail- 
ure is now admitted even by those who most 
warmly advocated the measuses that have been 
pursued. The Falmouth (Jamaica) Post, of 
December 12, 1852, informs us that <' the land 
owner has been ruined and the laborer is fast 
relapsing into barberism, and yet in face of 
this fact the land owners of the Southern 
States are branded throughout the world as 
^tyrants' and ^ slave breeders' because thej 
will not follow in the same direction. It is in 
face of this great fact that the people of the 
North are invited to join in a crusade against 
their brethren of the South because they still 
continue to hold slaves, and that the men of the 
South are themselves so frequently urged to 
assent to immediate and unconditional eman- 
cipation. In all this there may be much phil* 
anthropy, but there is certainly much error.' " 

Mr. Hitchcock. What is the title of the 
work ? . 

Mr. Ohr. It is a work by H. C. Gary on 
the slave trade. It is a work ostensibly writ- 
ten to get rid of American slavery, but tells a 
few facts as it goes along. [Laughter.] 

Then it has been said, that abolishing sla* 
very will raise the price of Missouri land. 
Suppose it does 1 It may be an advantage to 
some speculators, but will it always be an ad- 
vantage to the farmer ? Suppose a man has a 
farm which he cultivates in order to support 
his wife and children; suppose it is at Spring- 
field, one hundred and fifty miles from navi- 
gation and fifty miles from anywhere else, 
[laughter,] what advantage, in this time of 
high taxps, will it be to him to raise the price 
of his land unless something is to enhance the 
price of his corn ? I do not see that the ad- 
vance in the price of his land would be any 
advantage at all to him. The simple truth it, 
the abolition of slavery will do no such thing | 
but when you have introduced improvemetitSy 
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and built railroads, and brought Spring^field 
coDtiguous to good markets, you will raise the 
price of both corn and land. 

In some of the West India islands the whites 
have been taxed to help support the negroes. 
Machinery has been sent to them, and every 
meant made use of to raise the inhabitants ; 
but it has all been without effect, and they 
have been abandoned to their fate. We think 
that by turning the negro loose we benefit him. 
Foolish I We are going contrary to the law 
of nature if we think that in twelve or thirteen 
years we are going to make him fit for the 
privileges and responsibilities of citizenship 
God Almighty has not done it in six thousand 
years ; and your abolition scheme is going con- 
trary to God and nature. 

Now it may be said that the extracts I have 
read refer to the negro in the British colonies j 
but the same will be the case here when he 
comes to take care of himself, and everywhere 
else on this globe, unless he is kept in bond- 
age and treated as humane and educated white 
men ought to treat him. And thus it was and 
would have continued had it not been for the 
infernal outrages of the abolition party in at- 
tempting to stir up the passions of the slave 
population against their masters; but, contra- 
ry to the expectations of the negro-loving 
party, they could not get up a negro insurrec- 
tion. That party would now have us believe 
that the negro is prepared for self-government. 
We know it is not so, and every free roan who 
has not the capacity to govern himself is a 
curse to the government under which he lives 
and to the community in which he resides. 

We are now told that with slavery abolish- 
ed — slavery that has hung like a millstone 
jound our neck, though we have not felt it — 
Missouri will advance to peace and prosper- 
ity. I do not think bo. The getitleman from 
Pike admitted that something besides slavery 
had brought trouble and evils upon our coun- 
try ; that the liquor traffic had been a little 
drawback to the peace, happiness and pros- 
perity of our country. There is no individ- 
ual who does not know that the liquor traf- 
fic has entailed a thousand fold more curses, 
blight and mildew upon us than the negro and 
abolition questions put together. As to the 
possibility of emancipation bringing peace, 
prosperity and population to Missouri, I de- 
ny it altogether ; and if it were so, I would 
ask you in the name of God to leave it alone 
till we get out of our present great difficulty. 
Besides, when you talk of the negro being 



capable of self-government, I ask you to wait 
until the white man demonstrates to the world 
that he is capable of self-government. We are 
now but trying the experiment. Should we 
by injudicious action bring anarchy and de- 
struction on this Government, once the hope 
of downtrodden millions, we will be held re- 
sponsible by unborn generations that will come 
after us, for not securing to them the blessings 
we have enjoyed of a free and republican gov- 
ernment. 

The Eastern States have become free, not by 
the emancipation of their slaves, but by selling 
them: now they are insisting that to own 
slaves is wicked, cruel, and anti-cbrlstian, and 
demand that we shall emancipate ours without 
compensation, or that Mr. Lincoln shall do it 
as a military necessity (the argument of a ty- 
rant). What do we hear the anti-emancipation 
party say? I mean those who say they are 
going for emancipation as a matter of policy. 
They tell us that slavery is doomed in Mis- 
souri, and therefore it is the duty of the 
friends of the institution to take the abolish- 
ment of it in hand to keep the Radicals from 
abolishing it. In other words, that we must 
abolish slavery, or the Radicals will ; that we 
had best control it. Now I understand from 
the reading of an old book called the Bible, 
that mankind is doomed ; that " Adam eat 
the forbidden fruit, and because of that, 
man is doomed to die'*; the decree has 
gone forth, "dust thou art, and unto dust 
shall thou return''; that "death has passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.'' 
Then, I conclude, if the friends of slavery 
should take its destruction into their own hands 
because it is doomed. The same parity of rea- 
soning would make it your duty to call in 
your family and friends, and thrust a dagger 
to your heart. Since you have to die, and may 
be murdered by an assassin, or die out in the 
cold, it is a' duty you owe to yourself and fam- 
ily to control the matter now, while you can, 
and in such a manner as to afford your family 
and friends an opportunity to bid you a long 
farewell, and then bury you decently. Is not 
the one argument just as logical as the other ? 

We are told by the abolitionists that slavery 
don't pay in Missouri, and therefore it should 
be abolished. In answer to that, I believe, so- 
far as dollars and cents are concerned, there is 
very little pay in Canary birds, fine carriages, 
or pianos; but we claim the right to choose 
for ourselves whether we will ride in splendor^ 
hold in captivity the little sweet singers, or 
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purchase a piano for our daughters fo amuse 
the children with ; and no person has a right 
to complain as long as we pay our taxes and 
dehts. We hear it asserted that ''any man 
who is opposed to emancipation in Missouri^ 
thinks more of slavery than of his govern- 
ment.'' I think more of the constitution of 
my country than of the negroes and abolition- 
ists both together. 

Slaveholders sometimes declare that when- 
ever it comes to the alternative of giving up 
slavery or the government^ they will give up 
slavery. To such nonsensical declarations I 
have only to remark, that no such duty can 
ever devolve on any man in this government 
as long as the government exists. It is the 
duty of every citizen of the United States, not 
only to give up his negroes, but every species 
of property, in proportion to what he is worth, 
and as long as he has a dollar's worth, to raise 
revenue to sustain the government in accord- 
ance with the constitution and laws : I mean, 
when taxed as others. But I deny that it is 
or ever can be his duty to free his negro, or 
abandon any species of property, to quiet the 
whims of any class of citizens because it may 
be distasteful to them. Slavery being recog- 
nized by the constitution and laws of the Uni- 
ted States, it is the duty of every citizen in the 
government to assist to protect it in any State 
where it exists, until abolished in a legal way 
by the people of the State. We may own them 
or not as we choose, and may use all our in- 
fluence in a legal way to have the institution 
of slavery removed from the State ; but until 
that is done we can no more ask a man to give 
up his slave than any other property. 

When the government was formed, slavery 
existed in every colony out of which it was 
made ; and the government would never have 
been made had not slavery been protected, nor 
would it have been agreed to without a consti- 
tutional provision for the continuation of the 
African slave trade until the year 1808. That 
may have been a blunder, but is nevertheless 
a fact. Slavery entered into the formation of 
the government, and while it exists is a part of 
the government I understand the Government 
of the United States to be — the Constitution 
and laws made in accordance with said Con- 
stitution. In apportioning representation, five 
slaves have been allowed by the Constitution 
of the United States to equal three white 
men. It has ever been protected by law 
as no other property has, and it is not a mat- 
ter of choice, but of duty, for every law- 



abiding citizen to still protect it. The anti- 
slavery party have a perfect right to have 
the State constitutions changed where sla- 
very exists, and abolish it, if they can, in 
accordance with the provisions of said consti- 
tutions. If they cannot do that, they have the 
right to emigrate. 

We are told that not more than twenty-five 
thousand citizens of Missouri are slaveholders, 
and that the property of that small number 
should not stand in the way of the welfare of 
the State. I understand it to be a principle in 
government that the property of minorities and 
individuals is to be held sacred ; and if major- 
ities desire to get rid of any species of proper- 
ty for the public good, it is their duty, morally 
and legally, to pay for it. You have no right 
to ask one citizen to give up one dollar more for 
the public good, than every other citizen is re- 
quired to give who is worth or owns the same 
amount of property. As to abolishing slavery 
as a military necessity or peace measure, if I 
thought it to be my duty to take such a posi- 
tion as that, I would desire to accomplish it 
this evening, and not put it off seven years. I 
hope the war will not last that long. 

I understand loyalty and protection to go 
together. I am foKthe Government of the Uni- 
ted States because it is for me. We love and 
support it, not because it was made by Wash- 
ington and his compatriots, but because ure 
think it the best government in the world; be- 
cause up to this war those who have adminis- 
tered the government have thought it their duty 
to protect property of every kind, whether 
they were in favor of every species of property 
or not. Should Mr. Lincoln and the abolition 
party persist in the destruction of our property 
because somebody else has done wrong, i^ 
strikes me that that will hardly increase oar 
loyalty. Suppose there is a gentleman teach- 
ing school in Jefferson City, where all oar 
children attend. The teacher has certain rules 
and regulations, but among the students there 
is a certain Toung American who decides for 
himself that he will not submit to the laws of 
the school, and proceeds to take charge of a 
portion of the school himself in one comer of 
the building, and doggedly resists the author- 
ity of the teacher. When my son comes home 
he tells me just what Young America has done, 
and how the teacher has tried everything be 
could to induce him to submit I say to my 
son, '^ When you go back, you stand by the 
school teacher, submit to his authority and to 
the laws of the school, and as far as you can 
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induce others to do the same.'^ But it is found 
that the dispute cannot he settled, and at length 
the schoolmaster and Young America come to 
hlows ; hut the teacher, finding he has more on 
hand than he Supposed, gets a switch and com- 
mences whipping right and left, friend and foe 
alike, those who stood hy him as well as those 
who rehelled. What would you he likely to 
do under such circumstances ? Tou would go 
and kick him out of the schoolhouse for his 
sujpidily and hrutality. But President Lincoln 
and Governor Gamhie are now asking the loyal 
people of Missouri to aholish slavery and give 
up their property as a peace measure, because 
some citizens of the United States have rebel- 
led against the law, and you propose to acqui- 
esce ! 

What has become of all the negroes taken out 
of this State, one hundred and fifty going on 
the cars at a time ? They are flocking to the 
Federal army, and you and I taxed to feed and 
clothe them. I read of hundreds of northern 
ladies being sent down South into Hunter's 
Colony to teach the young ideahow to shoot, and 
they too are paid by the Government contrary 
to law. The gentleman from Pike stated here 
last year that ships were filled with negroes 
on the eastern shores, under the mouths of the 
cannons, and sent to Cuba to sell. That is not 
done by slaveowners, but by the Abolitionists. 
I saw an article in the Missouri Democrat the 
other day stating how men managed to get ne- 
groes through St. Louis to sell in Kentucky. 
From the above evidence and many other facts 
that I could give, I come to the conclusion, 
that while some are armed and equipped as sol- 
diers, others are sold and the proceeds put in- 
to some anti-slavery man's pocket. Mr. Stan- 
ton ordered many a one sent to Chicago at 
public expense for servants for citizens there. 
Some member has said that ''reformations 
never go back," but it is not everything that 
goes by the name of reform that is really such. 
There was a reformation commenced in this 
country some years ago, called the Main Liquor 
Law Reform, promising to dry up the liquor 
traffic and rethove from the youth and the un- 
fortunate inebriate the temptation that was 
cursing, withering, and blighting the country ; 
but I believe the Main Liquor Law Reform has 
gone back, and if so, it shows that reformations 
do occasionally go back, and that philosophers 
sometimes make blunders. 

I think that the Government of the United 
States in attempting to advise us what we 
should do with our negroes, travels out of its 



proper line of duty ; it is an acknowledgment 
of the principle of centralization ; but for my- 
self I do not think it Is the duty of the President 
of the United States to dictate to us in this mat- 
ter. But the gentleman from Pike said if we 
had acceded to the proposition made by Con- 
gress at the proper time, they would have fur- 
nished the money. I am juAt as well satisfied 
that Congress would not have furnished a sin- 
gle dollar. They wanted us to change our 
Constitution and abolish slavery, and then we 
should have been left to take care of ourselves. 
The gentleman from Pike asked Congress for 
twenty millions of dollars If we carried out 
emancipation immediately, and ten millions if 
we put it off for a time ; but I cannot see why 
we should not want as much if emancipation 
were deferred a few years as if it were to be 
consummated sooner. 

If we desire to abolish slavery In Missouri 
we have the undoubted right to do so, by 
changing the Constitution and law. That can 
only be done in one way. The Constitution 
of Missouri makes provision for Its own 
amendment : '^he General Assembly may at 
any time propose such amendments to this 
Constitution as two-thirds of each house shall 
deem expedient, which shall be published in 
all the newspapers published in this State, 
three several times at least twelve months be- 
fore the next general election ; and if at the 
first session of the General Assembly after 
such general election, two-thirds of each house 
shall, by yeas and nays, ratify such proposed 
amendments, they shall be valid to all intents 
and purposes, as parts of this Constitution : 
Provided, that such proposed amendments 
shall be read on three several days, in each 
house, as well when the same are proposed, as 
when they *are finally ratified." Any other 
mode of changing the Constitution I hold to 
be revolution. No man can support the Con- 
stitution of Missouri and propose to change it 
in any other way than that pointed out by it- 
self. A member of the General Assembly can, 
in accordance with his oath taken to ''support 
the Constitution of Missouri," propose to 
change every section of the Constitution, as 
above prescribed, but it will require two ses- 
sions of the Legislature, and men cannot wait 
so slow a process. Hence they argue that the 
Declaration of Rights declares '*that the peo- 
ple of the State have the inherent, sole and ex- 
clusive right of regulating the internal govern- 
ment and police thereof, and of altering or 
abolishing their constitution and form of 
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government whenever it may be necessary to 
their safety and happiness." I admit that to 
be true, and should ref^ret to have to live in a 
government where it was not true, and con- 
ceded to be true By the masses of the people. 
But I deny that that clause in the Declaration 
ol Rights gives to this body any right to change, 
alter or abolish the Constitution. I have heard 
it proclaimed, scores of times, that we were the 
people ; but I deny it— and assert if every voter 
in the State were here in person this evening, 
and were to sign their names to an ordinance 
changing the Constitution, or abolishing slavery 
without compensation, or the consent of their 
owners, it would be a nullity, and would be so 
declared by any court that was not a political 
machine. 

We the people do have the right to change 
the Constitution ; and we the people of Missouri 
have made a Constitution in which we have 
designated how we will amend or change it. 
There is a maxim of the law that " the express 
mention of one thing excludes all other things." 
Our Constitution, having expressly and specifi- 
cally pointed out one way by which the people 
are to change it, clearly prohibits its change in 
any other way, manner or form. Hear what 
George Washington says : 

'*lt, in the opinion of the people, the destruc- 
tion or modification of the constitutional pow- 
ers be in any particular wrong, let it be cor- 
rected by an amendment in the way which the 
Constitution designates. But let there be no 
change by usurpation ; for, though this in one 
instance may be the instrument of good, it is 
the customary weapon by which free govern- 
ments are destroyed. The precedent must al- 
ways greatly overbalance in permanent evil 
any partial or transient benefit which the use 
may at any time yield." 

We are told that ours is a Government of 
compromise, and that we ought to pass this 
ordinance, and abolish slavery in this State, 
without compensation, deportation, or consent, 
as a matter of compromise. Our Government 
i$ one of compromise; but the compromises 
were all made at the formation of the Govern- 
ment. I should regret to see any member of 
this Convention willing to compromise the 
Constitution of Missouri, or the oath he has 
taken to support it. The Constitution of Mis- 
Bomri, and her admission into the Union, was a 
compromise on the slavery question, made by 
a body of statesmen unsurpassed for talent 
and patriotism by any body of men ever as- 
sembled, in my opinion. Missouri was admit- 



ted with her slavery clause, and with the clause 
showing how amendments were to be made, and 
the balance of the Louisiana Territory was to 
be free. If there is any stability in contracts, 
or any binding force in constitutions, then we 
have a right to expect that the Constitution of 
Missouri will remain as it is until changed ac- 
cording to the contract made with the Congress 
of the United States and the people of Mis- 
souri. Before I left Tennessee, I read and ap- 
proved the Constitution of Missouri, and have 
come here, as other slaveholders have done, 
fully relying on the integrity of the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the State to protect me, for all 
time, in the legal right to hold and own slaves ; 
and that no eflbrt would ever be made to abolish 
slavery without the consent of the owners, or 
first paying a full equivalent for them, until the 
Constitution is changed by a two-thirds vote of 
two consecutive Legislatures. Knowing that 
two-thirds of botli Houses of two Legislatures 
was hard to obtain, I chose Missouri as my 
adopted home, and moved here, as thousands 
of other slave-owners have done, perfectly con- 
tent to support tlie Constitution as it is, or sub- 
mit to any change it might undergo in accord- 
ance with its own provision. I suppose every 
anti-slavery man in the State, whether from 
Europe or from another State of this Union, 
came here as I did,- to submit to the law as he 
found it, until it could be changed in accord- 
ance with the Constitution. 

It is perfectly legitimate for the Abolition 
party to obtain a change of the Constitution as 
prescribed in Article XIL, whenver ^Ao/ can be 
done fairly ; but I liave a right to expect pro- 
tection under the law as it is until so changed. 
Constitutions were made to protect minorities ; 
m^'orities can always protect themselves. 
There is no safety but in a strict adherence to 
the Constitution and laws of the land. I know 
that men claiming to be loyal, and for the Un- 
ion, are denouncing men as traitors who are 
contending for the Constitution and laws. I 
know that I have been held as a prisoner of 
war for eight months, and tried l^ a military 
commission, for no other crime than avowing 
that every American citizen, from Mr. Lincoln 
to the most humble citizen, were bound by the 
Constitution and laws of the land, in war, as 
well as in peace. I still stand by the Constitu- 
tion, the Union, and the enforcement of the 
laws ; and now give it as my opinion that the 
present rebellion never will be put down, and 
the Union restored, unless it is done in accord- 
ance with the Constitution and laws of the 
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United States. Still, we hear men cursing the 
Constitution, and declaring that it was never 
made for war but for peace. 

When I was a candidate for a seat in this 
Conyention, I had an opponent (Mr. N. F. 
Jones) who, in a circular, declared that the 
" Union is dissolved ; the Constitution is bro- 
ken up ; the Government has proved a failure." 
I said to him, ** No, sir ; I am in the Union ; I 
have a Constitution and (Government prepared 
for any and every emergency." But if it is, as 
some Union men now declare, that the rebellion 
cannot be crushed in accordance with the Con- 
stitution and laws, he was right when he said 
the Government had proved a failure, and I 
was wrong. But I still aver that our Constitu- 
tion has made provision for both war and peace; 
we only desire to see the law enforced. 

We have heard much said as to the power of 
this Convention. I will briefly give my views 
as to its power. I have heard and read the ar- 
guments for and against the legal power of this 
body to change the Constitution and laws of 
the State made by the best lawyers and writers 
in the State, and have examined carefully for 
myself, for two years and a half, and now feel 
as sure as I do of any proposition, that it, or 
any otlier Convention that can be called by the 
I/egislature of Missouri, or the people of the 
State, has no more legal power to do either 
than the Supreme Court has. My friend from 
St. Louis, (Judge Breckinridge,) and many 
others, refer, as the best they can do, to the act 
of the General Assembly calling the Covention, 
in search of power to change tlie Constitution 
and abolish slavery by this Convention. There 
was no such a proposition thought of by the 
members of the Legislature when the act was 
passed ; but I will admit that this Convention 
has just as complete power to revise the Con- 
stitution, and pass an emancipation ordinance, 
as a new one called for the express purpose 
would have. The Legislature can, in one legal 
way, change the Constitution, but can neither 
do it in any other way nor delegate the power 
to. any other body. As well might the General 
Assembly pass an act delegating to some other 
body the right and power to pass all the laws 
of Missouri — a proposition too absurd to con- 
sider for a moment, and one that has been de- 
clared unconstitutional and void in every State 
where such a law was ever attempted to be en- 
forced. I have heard it argued by members 
of this body '' that our Constitution prescribed 
one mode of changing it ; but does not say it 
may not be changed in any other mode, or in 



many other modes." The Constitution of the 
United States declares each State " shall have 
two Senators, chosen by the Legislature there- 
of;" but does not say they may not be elected 
or chosen in any, or many, other modes. Now, 
since the Legislature has failed to elect two 
Senators for Missouri, as the law directs they 
shall, suppose we elect them by this Conven- 
tion. 

What do you think Congress would do when 
they present their credentials and ask to be 
sworn in as Senators from the State of Mis- 
souri? They would simply kick them out? 
saying, " Depart from us ; we know you not." 
I am astonished to see good men willing to 
overleap the prescribed mode of changing the 
Constitution, to form a precedent that will un- 
settle the very principles of all human govern- 
ment. If the Legislature of Missouri can, to 
avoid the safeguards thrown around minorities, 
call a Convention by a mere majority of both 
branches of the General Assembly, and that 
Convention, when so called, can, by a mere 
majority, change the Constitution and abolish 
slavery in the State, any succeeding Legisla- 
ture will have just the same power, and can 
call another Convention, change the Constitu- 
tion to suit some other political excitement, 
and declare that every "American citizen of 
African descent" in the State shall be a slave 
for life. It was never intended by the framers 
of any constitution that mere majorities should, 
directly or indirectly, have the power to change 
it. It has ever been the policy of statesmen to 
so frame their constitutions, that it would re- 
quire time and afford reflection before the fun- 
damental law could be changed. There is not 
a member of this Convention who would vote 
to ratify a constitution of the United States or 
of the State of Missouri in which a provision 
was made for its change by a majority of either 
the people or the Legislature; for such a prop- 
osition would be equivalent to a government 
without any constitution, and by the whims of 
whatever party could raise the biggest excite- 
ment. Take, if you please, the thirty-four con- 
stitutions of the States of this Union, (I will 
not insult the good sense of the members of 
this Convention by supposing the revolution- 
ary, seceded portion of country, called West 
Virginia, has a Constitution 5 but take all the 
balance,) and no one that I have ever met with 
has ever provided for its amendment by a ma- 
jority, and no two are changed in the same 
manner. The Constitution of the United States, 
and some of the State constitutions, may be 
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changed either by the Legislature, or by a Con- 
vention cailed for that purpose^ in accordance 
with their own provisions; but this is the second 
time I ever knew an attempt made to change 
a constitution by any other mode than the one 
pointed out. The people of Rhode Island^ 
living under a charter from the British Gov- 
ernment that made no provision for its amend- 
ment whatever, did in 1841 change their con- 
stitution by a Convention called by the people, 
and ratified by a large majority of the male 
citizens over twenty-one years old in said 
State. They elected a Governor, Legislature, 
and other civil officers. The Legislature met 
and remained in session two days; and the 
Governor was tried, convicted, and sent to the 
penitentiary for life, but was afterwards par- 
doned. That convention had just as much 
legal power to change the constitution as this ; 
but its acts were ever after treated as a nullity. 
In making our Government, we gave or dele- 
gated certain powers to Congress, certain other 
powers to the State Legislature, and retained 
certain other powers to the people. Those 
powers delegated to Congress or to the State 
Government are not retained to the people. 
Having delegated to the Legislature of Mis- 
souri the power and right to change the con- 
stitution, no other person under Heaven can, 
in a legal way, assume that power. I have 
been often tauntingly asked, when contending 
that those in authority under the Federal Gov- 
ernment should adhere to the Constitution and 
laws, whether Jeff. Davis and his followers 
were sticking to the Constitution and laws. I 
answer, no. They never set out to sustain the 
Constitution and laws of the United States; 
but we did. 

Tou assume that you have the power to 
change the Constitution of Missouri and abol- 
ish slavery without referring it to the people 
for their ratification or rejection ; in other 
words, that this Convention is above the Con- 
stitution, and above the people. And I give it 
to you as my opinion that the people will show 
those who vote for such a proposition that they 
have heard of the old abolition higher-law 
doctrine that was higher than people or Consti- 
tution before ; and that the party voting for 
such a proposition will never be known by the 
people in future elections. We are told that 
the people do not desire that we should thrust 
such an agitation on them at this time as the 
ratification or rejection of this ordinance would 
cause— (l^<, I am satisfied is true to the let- 
ter, but not for the reason given j) that they 



have confidence that we will re6ect their will 
(but because they are not for emancipation at 
all). I canvassed the State three years ago, 
and have been in a position affording as mauy 
facilities to ascertain the wish and desire of 
the people of Missouri on the slavery questioa 
up to the present time as any man in the State; 
and I have no idea that the legal voters of a 
solitary county in the State of Missouri are in 
favor of any scheme of emancipation that is 
at all practicable.. A majority of the people 
would likely, under the circumstances, vote 
for a proposition that would pay for the slaves 
and send them out of the State ; but to tura 
them loose amongst us without paying their 
owners for them, I tell you now the only safe 
way is to do so without consulting the people, 
for they would vote it down. Every good 
man who is a lover of law and order will ad- 
mit that the people of Missouri have the per- 
fect right to change the Constitution of the 
State in accordance with its own provisions, 
and then abolish slavery, and no danger of re- 
sistance being offered. But I tell you, that if 
you abolish slavery violently, and by over- 
riding the Constitution, you will settle the sla- 
very question about as the Missourians settled 
it when they went into Kansas and voted sla- 
very into that territory ; that was, as you know, 
with a vengeance. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman from St. Louis, (Mr. Breckinridge,) 
proposes to raise a specific fund to support the 
negroes thus emancipated who are not able 
from any cause to support themselves, or at 
least provide that the Legislature shall, and 
shall also provide for the proper treatment of 
the slaves apprenticed. Now the law makes 
provision for the care of white paupers, but it 
seems he is not content that the negro gets his 
equal share of that fund, but must have a spe- 
cific and peculiar one in addition. As to what 
the Abolitionist would call proper treatment 
of a slave might be for their owners to give 
them their best wagon and team and send them 
off, or it might be demanded to leave himself 
and give the negroes the farm. 

Mr. President, I now propose to strike out, by 
way of amendment, the first section of the ordin- 
ance which proposes to amend the Constitution. 
I desire to see how many gentlemen are willing 
to override the Constitution of Missouri, and 
d I in a few minutes what the framers of the 
Constitution contemplated would require at 
least three or four years. Some member ac* 
cused the gentleman from Clinton the other 
(lay of offering a proposition that he knew 
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would not pa«8. I hope no member will come 
to the coacIuBion that I have not a right to 
suppose my amendment will pass ; that I 
have not a right to expect that every member 
here will think before he overleaps the Con- 
stitution. 

In conclusion, let me say that I hope this 
Government will not be broken up; but if 
the South gains one solitary State^ I hope they 
may get it all ; I want it all to remain together. 
I can see no hope in separation. I think I see 
a conservative element in the North, headed by 
Horatio Seymour, in which there is hope for 
the restoration of peace and union. I believe 
that man and his party will be able to save 
this Government from wreck, and I expect to 
help him do it, let me be called Democrat, 
Copperhead, or whatever appellation may be 
applied. Those who have known me can tes- 
tify that I have done but little for the Demo- 
cratic party in Missouri ; but to save this Gov- 
ernment I will act with any party who adopts 
my platform, "the union, the oonstitv- 

TIOK, AND THE ENFOBCBM BNT OF THE LAWS.'' 

As to the term Copperhead when applied to a 
party, I don't know what is meant. If it is 
intended as a comparison to the little snake of 
that name, that defends itself by endeavoring 
to bite whatever crowds on it, I believe I 
would rather be a Copperhead than a Black 
Snake, the loathsome reptile that has no other 
means to destroy its victim but to slime it over 
and endeavor to swallow it whole. 

I cannot support any proposition to change 
the Constitution, or abolish slavery, by this 
Convention, as long as I revere the Constitu- 
tion of my country, or regard the obligation of 
an oath. 

Mr. HouoH. Mr. President : there has been 
much said in regard to the power of this Con- 
vention. A large majority have indicated by 
their speeches and votes that its power was 
alone limited by the Constitution of the United 
States. Acting under that view of supposed 
authority and duty, the Convention has as- 
sumed and exercised every power of State sov- 
ereignty. While I readily admit the actions 
of the Convention to be the result of honest 
convictions and patriotic motives, I have not 
been so fortunate as to come to the same con- 
clusions a majority has, in regard to the legal 
propositions which have been presented to our 
consideration. 

The powers of the Convention, in my opin- 
ion, are limited by the act of the Legulature 



which authorized the election and meeting of 
this body. 

All power is inherent in the people. They 
can delegate their whole sovereign power to a 
Convention, or only a portion of it. If they 
delegate the whole power, the Convention 
would act as a general agent of the people^ 
and could do every thing the people could do^ 
as fully as if they acted themselves in a col- 
lective capacity. If the people only delegate 
a portion of their sovereign power to a Con- 
vention, it would act as a special agent, and 
all its acts within the scope of the delegated 
powers would be binding ; all acts outside of 
that authority would be void unless they ^ere 
subsequently ratified by a vote of the people. 
The people is the principal and the Conven- 
tion is their agent, and the law governing the 
transactions of principal and agent in the or- 
dinary affairs of life is properly applicable to 
illustrate the powers of this Convention. 

This body was selected by the people for 
certain purposes, which were specified in the 
act of the Legislature which authorized its ex. 
istence. The objects which the Convention 
were required to act upon, when it met, were 
the relations existing between the State of 
Missouri and the General Government, and 
the relations existing between the State of 
Missouri and the other States of the Union ; 
and we were especially required to protect the 
sovereignty of this State and its institutions. 
I do not quote the words of the act referred to^ 
but content myself with stating its substance. 
Slavery was the very institution to which the 
Legislature referred. We were elected for the 
purpose of protecting and preserving that in- 
stitution, and not to destroy it Sir, I was 
amazed when I read the Governor's proclama- 
tion to convene the Convention for the purpose 
of emancipating slaves. It was distinctly un- 
derstood, I suppose, by the constituents of 
every member on this floor, when we were elect' 
ed, we were to protect slavery. It appears to me 
to be an egregious breach of public trust to d(^ 
otherwise. The ordinance reported by the Com- 
mittee on Emancipation provides for abolish- 
ing slavery without compensation to the own- 
ers. I deny the power of this Convention to 
abolish slavery. From what source do you 
claim the authority? From the act of the 
Legislature? No, sir. That requires us to 
protect slavery. 

Do you claim the authority from any fair 
expression of the people since our election ? 
No, sir. There has been no such expression, 
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nor can there be while the public mind is so 
much inflamed. The power attempted to be 
exercised, in my opinion, is alarming in the 
highest degree. The provisions of the ordi- 
nance, to take private property for public use 
without compensation to the owners, is a start- 
ling proposition, at war with the Constitution 
of the State and the United States. It is a 
deadly blow at the vitals of our republican in* 
Btitutions. We ought to show the world, by our 
words and acts, that we abhor such radicalism. 
No king in Christendom would endanger his 
crown by such an act of flagrant injustice to 
his subjects. To illustrate the enormous 
wrong proposed by the ordinance which the 
Committee has reported : Suppose a propo- 
sition was presented to this Convention to sell 
all the real estate of St. Louis to pay our State 
debt, complete our internal improvements, to 
sustain common schools and establish semina- 
ries and colleges. I think it can be clearly 
shown that this would be for the public good ; 
it would invite population and capital from 
other countries. We could pay our State debt 
without taxing the people. We could extend 
our railroads to every desirable part of the 
State, and build up educational institutions 
that would shed a lustre upon the name of 
Missouri in all time to come. 

If such a proposition were made, the learned 
gentleman from St. Louis would not be slow in 
finding arguments to show its injustice and il- 
legality. I think they could show that the 
provision of the Supreme Law of the land, (the 
Constitution of the United States,) which de- 
clares private property shall not be taken for 
public use without compensation to the owner, 
was violated. I know it might be said that 
provision was only applicable to cases where 
the General Government took private property. 
Even if that be so, I think the spirit of the 
Constitution and the genius of our institutions 
might be successfully invoked to shield pri- 
vate rights from such grievous infringements 
of blind power. Any law is void which de- 
stroys rights and principles, the protection of 
which induced men to form a government. 
The protection of persons and property are 
the chief objects of a good government. Nei> 
ther right can be violated without bringing 
shame upon our institutions. 

It would be no greater wrong to take the 
real estate of St. Louis for public use without 
compensation to the owners, than it would be 
to take the slaves from their owners without 
compensation. The principle is the same in 



both cases. I never would give sanction to 
such a wrong by my vote under any circum- 
stances whatever. 

It is said slave owners will receive some re- 
muneration for their freed slaves in the in- 
creased value of their real estate. If that were 
true, it does not satisfy the law. The payment 
must be in money. Indeed, I doubt whether 
lands will be increased in value by reason of 
emancipation. Surely they will not be in any 
reasonable time. A large portion of the valu- 
able improved farming lands are owned by 
slaveholders. Farms have been made and ar- 
ranged with a view to employ sUve labor to 
work them. They are not fitted for the tenant 
system, as they are in the non-slaveholding 
States, and cannot be so arranged without a 
great outlay — a greater amount than most 
farmers will be able to command after they 
are deprived of their slaves. Farmers gene- 
rally make their farms on one side of their 
tracts of land, and have their timber altogether 
on the other side. If they have to sell their 
lands, as most of them will doubtless be com- 
pelled to do if they are deprived of their slaves, 
they cannot divide them in small lots, so as to 
have tillable land and timber together. Unless 
this could be done, their lands would not be 
salable in that way ; and it is not likely that 
many sales could be made of large tracts, such 
as the hemp, tobacco and grain growers gene- 
rally have who use sbive labor. There are too 
many farms, and too few purchasers. Instead 
of emancipation enhancing the value of real 
estate, it will doubtless — for a time, at least — 
have a tendency to diminish its value. I can 
see nothing in the future for slave owners bat 
ruined fortunes. 

No argument or sophistry, however ingeni- 
I ous, will be sufficient to satisfy plain, practical 
men that they are benefitted by giving up the 
earnings of a lifetime without compensation. 
The gentlemen from St. Louis, Mr. Drake and 
Judge Breckinridge, pass over that part of the 
proposition which disturbs vested rights with 
a softness and an address of experienced rheto- 
ricians, and attempt to enchant us by an im- 
posing picture of the prosperity and grandeur 
which is to follow in the wake of emancipation. 
If gentlemen would allow their imaginations to 
visit Mexico, the South American States, and 
the West India Islands, where the abolition of 
African slavery has done its work of ruin, I 
think they would become slightly sceptical 
about its practicability in Missouri. We find 
no evidence in these countries that either the 
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white or black races haro been benefitted by 
the change emancipation has wrought ; but we 
have evidence that it has produced the most 
deplorable results — physical, moral, and intel- 
lectual. I shall not stop now to contrast the 
condition of those countries with slavery and 
without it. I cannot see how the white race, 
where slavery exists, is to be benefitted by 
emancipation, and I am sure the black race 
cannot be. 

Nowhere on the ikce of the earth has the 
negro race given any satisfactory evidence of 
their capacity for self-government or the at- 
tainment of civilization. When left alone to 
govern themselves, they are indolent, thriftless, 
and brutal. They seem to hare no elevating 
inspirations of soul, nor any capacity for the 
eigoyment of intellectual luxuries. I speak of 
them as a race; there are exceptions, I am 
sure, to the general rule, which are exceed- 
ingly gratifying to the philanthropist Judg- 
ing them from our standpoint of civilization, 
and taking into consideration their natural 
proclivities and habitudes, they appear to be 
designed by the all-wise Creator of the Uni- 
rerse to occupy a subordinate position among 
the other races of men. Whether their en- 
slavement has the Divifie sanction or not, is 
a question which I leave to theologians to dis- 
cuss and settle. I may be permitted, however, 
by way of passing remark, to state that, wher- 
ever the black race is found, they are either 
slaves, vagabonds, or savages. 

I feel sure if the black and white races live 
together the relation of master and slave ought 
to exist. I admit the system of slavery, like 
almost everything else, has its evils, but I fancy 
those evils are not beyond the reach of wise 
and humane legislation. I do not oppose eman- 
cipation because I have anything against the 
poor slave. I am willing to do everything I 
can, consistent with the good order and inter- 
est of society, to ameliorate his condition and 
promote his happiness. 

Ton cannot bring the white man down to the 
level of the black man, nor raise the negro to 
the level of the white man. There never can 
be any homogenity of feeling between races so 
dissimilar in their moral and intellectual capa- 
cities, tastes and habits. If tliis ordinance is 
adopted, in my opinion, instead of the tremen- 
dous influx of intelligent white men from the 
Kastern States and Europe, our State will be 
OTerrun by swarms of black, brutal negroes, 
who have obtained their freedom in the South- 
em States under the President's proclamation. 



Many eminent jurists, among them the Attor- 
ney General of the United States, are of opin- 
ion that a free black man, born in this country, 
is an American citizen. I do not concur in 
that opinion; yet the judicial mind of the 
country seems to be drifting in that direction. 
I have reason to believe that construction of 
citizenship will be established by the courts. 
If timt be so, we cannot prevent them from re- 
siding in the State ; they will remain here in 
all time to come. If the negroes are emanci- 
pated, I do not see how we will get clear of 
them ; but I think I can see that they will be 
placed on an equality with the whites. I have 
no idea that will take place immediately; it 
would be too great a shock to the public feel- 
ings ; it will be accomplished by gradual inva- 
sions upon our thoughts and habits. The future 
of Missouri, with slavery abolished, does not 
present a fascinating picture to my view. I 
fancy I can see a mongrel population control- 
ling its destiny ; I can see the land overrun by 
paupers and lawless vagabonds, and a civiliza- 
tion on a level with the Mexicans. 

I know there are a great many persons op- 
posed to slavery. I do not doubt but they are 
honest in their opinions ; it is mainly, I suppose, 
the result of education. They adduce plausible 
arguments to show it is wrong in the abstract, 
but they wholly fail to point out any means by 
which we can get clear of it without inflicting 
a greater evil upon society than is removed. I 
want to let the institution alone. There are 
silent causes in operation which will certainly 
accomplish, in a quiet way, what gentlemen 
on this floor are trying to accomplish by bold 
and dangerous strokes of policy. Whenever 
hired labor becomes cheaper than slave labor, 
masters will be governed by economical con- 
siderations, and will dispense with slave labor. 
A dense population will produce that result 
If gentlemen will be patient and wait, the pop- 
ulation will come. If immigration should cease, 
the increase of the present population would 
drive out slavery in a few years. That is the 
best way to get clear of it. It would be a . 
peaceable operation, and would not inflict any 
injury upon private rights. We would show 
the world, too, that self-governing Americans 
can accomplish great social revolutions peace- 
ably, with decency and dignity, and without 
departing from the path of rectitude. 

The falUcy of the assumption that slavery is 
the cause of the war has been so fiilly demon- 
strated by the unanswerable arguments of the 
gentleman from Clinton (Judge Birch) and 
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from Livingston (Col. Woolfolk), that I shall 
not pause to make any additional remarks upon 
that subject. 
Sir, I belieye a majority of the members of 
^ this Convention are pro-slavery men, yet I 
think many of them are disposed to vote for 
emancipation in some shape. They are inclined 
to do so to secure slaveholders in their rights 
for a few years longer and to quell slavery agi- 
tation. Sir, I have the most profound respect 
for the motives of such gentlemen. I would 
ask those gentlemen, however, what guarantee 
or assurance have they that their hopes will be 
realized ? No one, I suppose, has authority to 
bind fanatics and agitators by any compromise. 
It cannot be done. They have an insatiable 
appetite for mischief. They will war upon 
slavery as long as it exists, and when it is over- 
turned, they will become as troublesome on 
some other dogma as they are upon slavery. I 
tell gentlemen it will never do surrender the 
very principles which sustain society to pro- 
pitiate the feelings of men blinded by passion 
and prejudice. Sir, come what may, I will 
never give countenance to such a thing. For 
one, I stand upon my constitutional rights, and 
will oppose emancipation in all its phases ; and 
if I am overwhelmed in the conflict, I will have 
the consolation which the smiles of an approv- 
ing conscience afford that I did my duty in re- 
sisting the radical measures which have brought 
ruin upon my country. 

Mr. Stewakt. As this may be the last time 
I shall offer any remarks upon this floor, I beg 
to say that my opinions are unchanged in one 
respect, and that is as to the impropriety of 
this body deciding either on the question of 
emancipation or any other question affecting the 
interests of the State of Missouri. Gentlemen 
argued that the emancipation of the negro was 
wrong— a wrong to white as well as black— a 
violation of the rights of citizens, and a viola- 
tion of the guaranties offered by the Constitu- 
tion of Missouri. Though I do not believe it 
is the proper work of this body to do, I pity 
the man who does not see that slavery in Mis- 
souri is doomed. If Missouri sticks to slavery, 
Missouri must go South. Missouri cannot go 
South. Well, what then? Why, Missouri has 
to go with the Union — ^with this great and glo- 
rious Union — and she has to get rid of slavery 
to enable her to do this. You may call this 
revolution, gentlemen ; I do not deny it ; and 
I do not deny that I have had a hand in bring- 
ing it about. I think that school-houses and 
railroads have something to do with revolu- 



tions ; I have had a hand in these too. Gen- 
tlemen may frighten themselves about radicals 
and revolutions, but they cannot stop revolu- 
tiouB brought about by the growing thought of 
the people, and the only revolution that I see 
is one of brains, not of guns. 

Mr. Dbake. Under a sense of duty to a 
gentleman not here to defend himself, I have 
a word to say on a single point contained in 
the speech of the gentleman from Pike (Mr. 
Henderson). The extract from the gentle- 
man's speech is as follows : 

" I have alluded to this subject for the ex- 
press purpose of stamping my condemnation 
upon the lawless usurpation of power by the 
late administration of military affairs in tliis 
department. So far as the mere loss of slavery 
was concerned I cared nothing, for I regarded 
it of little or no value. I had attempted to se- 
cure fall compensation to the owners for its 
loss, and had been denounced as an Abolition- 
ist for my pains. But, sir, to the extent that 
such policy undertook to give free papers to 
slaves, either by the head of the department or 
its subaltern provost-marshals, on the ground 
of disloyalty of their owners, generally leav- 
ing the owners to run at large after being strip- 
ped of their property; and in so far as it at- 
tempted by military force to collect the penalty 
of bonds taken to secure future allegiance of 
the obligors, it deserved the condemnation of 
every honest man. It was calculated to cor- 
rupt those in power ; to bring upon the coun- 
try an age of tyranny and oppression ; to make 
slaves of freemen, and to render our Govern- 
ment odious. One violation of law leads to 
another ; the people soon become subservient to 
military rule ; the land becomes filled with spies 
and informers ; while the cowardly become the 
executioners of vengeance, to save themselves. 
Such was Sicily under Yerres, such was India 
under Hastings." 

There can, I suppose, be no doubt that the 
gentleman from Pike intended to refer to Gr^i. 
Curtis? 

Mr. Hendbbson. Of course I did. 

Mr. Dbake. It is no part of my purpose, 
in introducing this portion of the gentleman's 
speech, to enter upon a vindication of General 
Curtis's military administration, while he was 
in command in Missouri, for two reasons; first, 
because I am not in possession of the informa- 
tion necessary to enable me to do it ; and se- 
condly, because I do not consider that in this 
body, which has nothing to do with General 
Curtis's military administration — which can- 
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not arraign nor try him, if we were ever so 
much disposed to do so — ^which could pass no 
judgment upon him that would reach him, — I 
do not consider that in this body Gen. Curtis's 
administration should become the subject of 
discussion. Gen. Curtis was and is accounta- 
ble only to his military superior. I now desire 
to inquire whether the gentleman did not, while 
in Washington as a Senator, or afterwards, 
make special complaints against Gen. Curtis 
with a yiew to his removal. 

Mr. Hbndbrson. I am not upon the wit- 
ness stand ; but I will state, however, that I 
did present petitions both for and against his 
removal. 

Ifr. Drakb. It has been stated in papers 
that the gentleman from Pike made special ef- 
forts since the adjournment of Congress for the 
removal of Gen. Curtis, and that he went to 
Washington for that express purpose. 

Mr. Hbndbrson. I asked the President 
since the adjournment of Congress to remove 
Gen. Curtis. He removed him, and I thank 
God for it. 

Mr. Drakb. In justice to a gentleman who 
is absent, I beg leave to state as a reply to the 
charges made against him, that, on the 8th of 
June, the President in a letter to Gen. Curtis, 
in reference to the change of command in this 
department, said : "/ did not mean to cast any 
censHTt upon you, nor to endorse any of the charges 
made against you by others. The presumption is 
still in your favor that you are honest, capable, 
tmd patriotic." That is all I have to say. I 
make no defence of Gen. Curtis's administra- 
tion — I make no attack on the gentleman from 
Pike. 

Mr. Henderson. Because we (referring to 
Mr. Broadhead and himself) had the temerity 
to ask for the removal of a military officer who 
was distasteful to the people, we were denoun- 
ced by papers, par excellence loyal, as being 
Copperheads. Nothing shall prevent me firom 
raising my voice, as long as I have the power, 
against tyranny and oppression. I made char- 
ges against Gen. Curtis last December. Mr. 
Broadhead came to Washington and assured 
me that I was mistaken, and I took my name 
from the petition asking for his removal. Sub- 
sequently, facts, that were never denied, came 
upon me so strong, that I asked the President 
to remove Gen. Curtis and appoint Gen. Sum- 
ner. It was done, and after the death of Gen. 
Sumner I was appealed to by the firiends of 
Curtis to let him remain. I could state to the 
gentleman from St Louis things connected 



with Curtis's administration that would appal 
even him. I never have stated them and will 
not unless driven to do so. I refer to those 
things that are notorious — that he has taken 
property from Arkansas and Missouri and ship- 
ped it to his private residence in Iowa. I could 
refer also to the &ct that military subordinates 
gave flree papers to slaves, deciding upon loy- 
alty and collecting bonds that had been taken, 
judging of the crimhiality of the party, selling 
their property and pocketing the proceeds. If 
such tests are to be applied my property will 
not be safe, because the Democrat has denoun- 
ced me as a Copperhead. If all these things 
can be done, and men shot in cold blood upon 
the mere denunciation of the military authori- 
ties ; if their property can be advertised by 
the decree of a provost marshal, and money 
collected, and no restraint placed over it, how 
long may it be before those who now sustain 
this course of conduct will fall as Robespierre 
did and Danton ? I don't want to wound any 
one's feelings ; but from the day that man 
was removed, a bold, daring, fraudulent, mean 
course of policy has been pursued against me, 
attempting to raise a spirit which, in these 
revolutionary times, makes a man's life in dan- 
ger. Are the people of this country so low and 
degraded that they dare not appeal to power 
for the removal of a military commander ? I 
feel excited when I refer to this because of the 
systematic course of vilification that has pur- 
sued me since he was removed. When the 
secret history of this war shall be written, and 
the little petty oppressions brought to light in 
that man Curtis, even my friend from St. Lou- 
is will recognize the will of a Hastings. When 
what I have stated is made to appear untrue, 
then will be time enough to make good the 
truth of them. 

Mr. Drakb. I wanted to know whether it 
was through the agency of the gentleman fW)m 
Pike, or firom representations he caused to be 
made, that the President removed Gen. Curtis. 

Mr. Hbndbrsok. Gen. Curtis never was 
replaced in command after his removal in Feb- 
ruary, and retained the command by permis- 
sion until his successor should be appointed. 
He was to have been superseded by Sumner, 
but death cut him off. 

Mr. Drakb. That was a reinstatement of 
Gen. Curtis, ad interim. My purpose in calling 
attention to this sulject is not to vindicate 
Gen. Curtis, but to lay it before this Conven- 
tion and the country. Up to as late a day as 
the 8th of June, in spite of all representations 
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made to the President during a period of six 
months, he wrote the letter from which I hare 
read the extract, the President was the recipi- 
ent of all the charges made against Gen. Cur- 
tis. It was to him that application was made 
for his removal. If Gen. Curtis could be com- 
pared to Verres and Hastings, the ground of 
that comparison should have been laid before 
the party in Washington to whom the applica- 
tion was made. All I have to say, is that the ver- 
dict of the President upon the charges against 
Gen. Curtis is summed up in the extract which 
I have made. If the President could have said 
more than that of General Curtis, or could say 
more to-day in regard to any officer in the ar- 
my, I don't know how he could do it. I have 
done for Gen. Curtis what my heart will leap 
to do for my friend from Pike when assailed 
and unable to reply. 

Mr. Hendersox. Yes ; you are very kind. 
I am thankful to you. 

Mr. Drake. I will vindicate a friend if I 
have it in my power. 

Mr. Henderson. I have answered several 
questions ; will the gentleman be so kind as to 
answer me one ? Does he endorse the giving 
of free papers to slaves by the military com- 
manders, and the collecting of bonds by tlie 
provost marshal? 

Mr. Drake. I do not know that my opinion 
on this point is a matter of consideration here 
at this moment. 1 told the gentleman from 
Pike that I did not intend to controvert his 
allegations, or arraign him for the course he 
has taken, and he knows I do not undertake to 
do any such thing ; and I am not therefore to be 
interrogated about the merits of this question. 

Mr. Hbndbeson. I thought my friend was 
vindicating General Curtis. I understood that 
the charges which have been made against him 
are being investigated by a military court of 
inquiry. Does he endorse the course of Gen. 
Curtis ? If so, let him vindicate him. 

Mr. Drake. I endorse nothing in the prem- 
ises. I simply maintain the position which I 
took when I brought this mattM* up, and which 
I will maintain to the end. I will not be in- 
volved in a discussion of Gen. Curtis's acts ; 
yet I give him simply the vindication of the 
President, who does not endorse the charges 
which have been made, but declares his con- 
viction of the honesty, capability, fidelity, and 
patriotism, of Gen. Curtis. 

Mr. Henderson. When did you get that 
letter anyhow? 

Mr. Drake. Never mind that 



Mr. Broadhbad. I wish to say in defence 
of the action of the President of the United 
States in this matter, that he is a warm-hearted, 
honest man, and, obeying the instincts of his 
nature, he has given Gen. Curtis the benefit of 
the presumption which belongs to every crim- 
inal who may be arraigned at the bar of public 
justice ; and that is all the letter does — it gives 
him tlie benefit of a presumption. The gen- 
tleman from Pike statecl that I was in Wash- 
ington City last January, and requested him 
to withdraw his application for the removal of 
Gen. Curtis. I did, sir, in the presence of the 
President himself. I had not At that time 
heard any of these charges against Gen. Cur- 
tis ; and I had heard, up to tliat time, no par- 
ticular complaint coming from tlie citizens of 
Missouri, and I was not aware to its full extent 
of the conflict and mutual want of confidence 
between the Missouri State Government and 
the commander of this military department 
I had nothing further to do with the matter 
until after Curtis was removed, and Gen. Sum- 
ner appointed in his place. I afterwards, how- 
ever, learned many things which induced me 
to join in the application to remove Gen. Cur- 
tis after the death, of Gen. Sumner. The first 
fact that opened my eyes in regard to the 
character of the military' commander of this 
department was tliis : I saw from one of the 
public prints in St. Louis, that Gen. Curtis was 
charged with having made a request to the 
President to apply his emancipation proclama^ 
tion to Missouri. I thought I knew that Gen. 
Curtis was in favor of the proclamation — at 
any rate, a large portion of the people were led 
by him to believe that he was in favor of it — 
though of the truth or falsehood of liie charge 
made, that he desired to apply it to Missouri, 
I knew nothing. Just after this charge was 
published, I saw and read a letter under Gen. 
Curtis' sign manual, in which he distinctly and 
unequivocally declares that he was and had 
been opposed to the President's proclamation. 
Having acted so as to make the people of 
Missouri believe up to that time that he was 
in favor of the proclamation, then, for the 
purpose of relieving himself from censure 
cast upon him, on the ground that he had 
asked for that proclamation to be applied to 
Missouri, that letter was written, stating that 
he was opposed to the proclamation ; and the 
result of that letter was the taking back on the 
part of the editor the declaration he had made 
a few days before, and (made) an exculpation 
of Gen. Curtis of the charges that had been 
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preferred against him. That was the first 
thing that led me to believe that he was play- 
ing a double part in the drama which was being 
enacted in Missouri. I satisfied myself from 
facts which I learned afterwards that he was 
not a proper man to administer the military 
afRura of this department, and I joined in the 
application to bare him removed. I say this 
much in justice to myself, as my name has 
been coupled with this matter. 

Mr. 8oi/. Smith. I think this discussion 
has gone far enough. 

The Prbsidbht. The debate has digressed 
considerably, •but I could not see the point at 
which an intervention could have been sooner 
efiected in justice to the parties concerned. 

The Frbsidbut laid before the Convention 
the following telegram : 

" St. Louis, June 26. 

Hon. R. Wilson, President Convention : I 
have the honor to inform you that, after a per- 
sonal examination of Mr. Vincent Marmaduke, 
I have Ojrdered him to be sent beyond the 
lines of the United States forces, for disloyalty. 
(Signed) 

J. M. SoHOFisLD, Mai, Gen.'' 

Mr. BBECitiirBiDGB. I beg to move the 
adoption of the (bllowing resolution : 

" Besoivedf That the Committee on Accounts 
be instructed to allow Mr. Benn Pitman, offi- 
cial reporter for the Convention, mileage and 
$15 per diem during the session of the Con- 
vention, to be paid in the same manner as the 
pay of the officers and members of the Con- 
vention." 

It will be remembered that at the first ses- 
sion of the Convention a committee was ap- 
pointed, who entered into a contract with two 
gentlemen to make a phonographic report of 
the proceedings of the Convention. After the 
first session one of these gentlemen died, when 
Mr. Walbridge — whose unremitting industry 
and admirable reports all will remember — suc- 
ceeded to his place and performed the able 
duty, the Convention paying him the price it 
20 



had contracted to pay both. Mr. Walbridge is 
ngw unable, firom extreme debility, to attend 
the present session, and his place is supplied 
by Mr. Pitman from Cincinnati, who is now 
here, faithfully recording the proceedings of 
this Convention, constantly assisted, as I un- 
derstand, by his wife, in transcribing the pho- 
nographic notes for the press. Mr. Walbridge 
was paid $12 per diem and mileage, but inas- 
much as it takes three or four days to tran- 
scribe the proceedings of one day, the remune- 
ration is not deemed sufficient. Reporters in 
the cities of the East are paid $25 per day, 
while legal and government reporting is paid 
for at the rate of twenty -five cents per folio of 
one hundred words. The compensation asked 
for in the resolution is extremely moderate, 
and when the amount of labor it represents is 
borne in mind, I think the assent of this body 
wiU not be withheld. 

Carried. 

Mr. RiTCHET, Chairman of the Select Com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the case of A. 
S. Harbin, charged with disloyalty, reported 
in fkvor of his expulsion. 

The report was agreed to, and a resolution 
expelling him adopted. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I beg to ofier the follow- 
ing resolution : 

"Resolved, That a Select Committee of five 
be appointed, whose duty it shall be to take 
into consideration so mucli of the Governor's 
message as relates to the propriety of estab- 
lishing some tribunal for the trial of persons, 
belonging to the armed bands of guerrillas, or 
bushwhackers, and to report thereon by ordi- 
nance or otherwise." 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Hitchcock, 
Comingo, Douglass, Doniphan, and Ray, on 
said committee. 

Leave of absence was, on the request of Mr. 
Schofield, granted to Mr. Hall of Buchanan. 

On motion of Mr. Ritohib, the Convention 
acyourned to 9 o'clock, Friday morning. 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 



JXFVBRSOK CiTT, 

Friday, June 26, 1868. 

Conrention met at 9 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The proceedings of Thursday having been 
read from the journal and approved, 

Mr. How, on behalf of the committee to 
whom was referred the resolution in regard to 
"Vincent Marmaduke, of the Sixteenth Senato- 
rial District, said that the committee had de- 
ferred his examination till his arrival here, 
which was daily expected ; but the communi- 
cation received yesterday from the Command, 
ing General, informing us of Marmaduke's 
having been sent South, in consequence of his 
diAoyalty, warranted the committee to ask the 
passage of the following resolution : 

^^ Resolvedy That the seat of Yincent 
Marmaduke^ a Delegate from the Sixteenth 
Senatorial District^ be and is hereby de- 
clared vacant." 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Phillips. I rise for the purpose of 
offering a resolution, of which I gave notice 
yesterday morning: 

^^ Resolved, That hereafter no member 
shall be allowed to speak longer at any one 
time, on any subject^ than thirty minutes, 
without the unanimous consent of all the 
members present.^' 

We have now been in session ten days, and 
the subjecl of emancipatiou has been very fully 
discussed, until, I presume, the mind of every 
member of the Convention whose judgment 
can be influenced at all by discussion is fully 
-made up. It occurs to me that thirty minutes 
is sufficiently long for any gentleman to ex- 
press any and all the views he may entertain 
upon any topic introduced here. I do not offer 
this resolution for the purpose of gagging de- 
bate, but only to expedite business. I think 
the largest and fullest latitude has been given 
to the debate. 

Mr. Drakb. I have no desire, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to discuss this resolution; but having 
taxed the time and attention of the Convention 
on the second day of the session with a full 
expression of the views I entertain on the sub- 
ject of emancipation, and also, in the progress 



of the debate, necessarily taxed their time and 
patience to a still greater extent, and consider- 
ing that it is but once, probably, in the whole 
life of a State tliat its people have an opportu- 
nity, through their delegates, to deliberate upon 
so important a matter as is now before us, I, 
for one, cannot consent to shut down upon any 
gentleman who wishes to express his views 
on tills great question to the fuliet t possible 
extent. * 

Mr. Oaa. I cannot consent to vote for any 
such proposition. I think the question before 
the House is of too much importance to permit 
any such rule to be ad<^ted. I hope this Con- 
vention will not restrict debate so long as mem- 
bers keep within the rules of order. 

Mr. CoMiNoo. I move to amend, by strik- 
ing out " thirty minutes," and inserting '' one 
hour." 

The amendment being put to the rote, it 
was lost. 

The question being on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

Mr. BiBOH. I certahi^y am as anxions as 
anybody to go home, but I cannot consent to 
the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. Stbwabt. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The result of the rote was — Ayes, 28; 
noes, 56. 

Mr. JoHNSOV. I beg to submit the fol- 
lowing : 

" Wherbas on the 25th day of May, 1863, 
an election was held in the Twentieth Sena- 
torial District for a Delegate to this Con- 
vention; and whereas, from the election 
returns, it appears that one Mr. Baker re- 
ceived twelve votes over and above the 
vote cast for one Mr. Devin ; and whereas, 
from the poll books and evidence that can 
be had from a member of this body, that 
some twenty votes or more cast for said 
Baker are illegal, by reason of the said 
voters not being citixens of said district ; 
therefore, 

^^Resolvedy That a committee of three be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire 
into all the facts, and to report to this body 
at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning as to who 
is entitled to a seat in this body by reason 
of said election.'' 
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Mr. Bakeb. Ab I was admitted on a proper 
certificate, I think the Convention should take 
no notice of the resolntion. 

Mr. Brbckinridob. The act of the Legis- 
lature which called this Convention provides 
that, in case of contested election, it shall be 
governed by the same rules that govern the 
General Assembly. This being the case, the 
request of the gentleman from Putnam county 
is not in regular order. 

Mr. Drakb. I move to lay the resolution 
on the table. Carried. 

Mr. Marvik. I desire to call up the ordi. 
nance introduced a few days ago by the gentle- 
man from St. Louis (Mr. Gantt), providing for 
the time of the election of Judges of t)ie Su- 
preme and Circuit Courts. 

No objection being made, the ordinance was 
taken up. 

Mr. Marvin. I ask leave to offer the fol- 
lowing substitute for the ordinance : 

▲N ORDINANCB TO CHAMOB THB TIMB FOR 
HOLDING BLBCTIONS VOB BUPBXHB AND OIB. 
CUIT COURT JUDGBS. 

Be it ordained by the people of Missouriy 
in Convention assembled, as follows : 
Section 1. That so much of the sixth and 
Beventh articles of the amendments to the 
Constitution of this State, ratified at the 
session of the Legislature of 1850 and 1851, 
as provides that the elections of Supreme 
and Circuit Court Judges shall be held on 
the first Monday in August, 1851, and on 
the first Monday in August every six years 
thereafter, is hereby abolished. 

Sec. 2. The first general election for Su- 
preme and Circuit Court Judges hereafter to 
be held under said amendments to the Con- 
stitution shall be on the Tuesday next after 
the first Monday in November, 1863, and 
on the first Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November every six years there- 
after, any law, constitution or ordinance of 
this Convention to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

The question being on agreeing to the sub- 
stitute, it was carried by 47 afl^mative votes. 
Noes not called. 

The order of the day, to-wit, the report of 
the Committee on Emancipation, was then 
taken up. 

Mr. Hitchcock said : I understand the ques- 
tion now pending is upon the amendment of- 
fered by the delegate from Greene (Mr. Orr) 



to the ordinance offered by my colleague fMr. 
Breckinridge), as a substitute for the Minority 
Report of the Committee. This amendment 
proposes to strike out the first section of tlie 
ordinance. — the section abrogating those pro- 
visions of the State Constitution which protect 
slavery in Missouri, — and the mover of the 
amendment bases it expressly upon his denial 
of the authority of this Convention to amend 
the State Constitution. I shall of course op- 
pose any such amendment. 

Even the ordinance o^ered by my colleague 
I cannot support since the adoption of the 
amendment of the delegate from Cedar (Mr. 
Gravelly). For, although the ordinance as in- 
troduced coincided, in the main, with the re- 
sults of my own reflections, as expressed in the 
resolutions which I submitted a few days ago, 
yet I consider this amendment — requiring com- 
pensation to be made to slaveholders, by a tax 
to be laid, at the next session of the present 
Legislature — wholly impracticable. I will glad- 
ly support any feasible plan for compensating 
loyal slave-owners. I confess I have not been 
able to devise one which the State could carry 
out ; and I shall not sustain one which strikes 
me as impracticable and inefficient. The con- 
dition of the State now is such that, in some 
portions of it, the Legislature has remitted even 
the ordinary taxes. It is idle to talk of impos- 
ing such new ones as this. 

I shall now ask the indulgence of the Con- 
vention in presenting some remarks upon the 
general question in debate. Until yesterday, 
I had not intended to take part in this discus- 
sion. Two of my colleagues (Messrs. Breck- 
inridge and Drake), at the opening of the ses- 
sion, presented able arguments in behalf of a 
plan of emancipation at a very early day, with 
a system of apprenticeship. There are certain 
additional features, indicated in the resolutions 
which I presented, which I think ought to be 
included in any scheme of emancipation. Still, 
I was not desirous of protracting the discussion. 

But, since this debate began, its real import- 
ance has grown upon my mind. I am convinced 
that, upon this most important question, there 
ought to be a frank and earnest interchange of 
sentiment; for, in all the history of this State, 
there has been no such epoch as this. The 
question before us to-day, whether considered 
as to its social or its political bearings, is mo- 
mentous, and the difficulties which surround it 
are vast. For our own sake, we may well take 
counsel together. And it is due to the people 
of Missouri that whatever light the delibera- 
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tions of this Convention, representing them in 
their sovereign capacity, can throw upon the 
yet dark and troubled sea of the futare, shall 
illumine its heaving and angry waves; that 
the reasons for whatever action is proposed 
here, and for whatever action may finally be 
taken, shall be laid before them, so that they 
may know how great were the difilculties in the 
way of any one conclusion ; and so that what- 
ever is done shall be seen and felt by them to 
be the result of earnest and since^ effort, and 
of anxious thought— perhaps of mutual con- 
cessions, whose grounds and whose necessity 
they ought thus to be fairly made acquainted 
with. 

Still another consideration, sir, in respect to 
these deliberations, has strongly impressed my 
own mind. Not only the people of Missouri 
are interested in the solution of this the great 
question of the day. A like problem lies be- 
fore our brethren in Kentucky, in Delaware, in 
Maryland ; and who can say how brief a time 
shall bring it face to face with the loyal men of 
every Southern State, consulting for their own 
highest welfare ? To our own people it has 
come first of all. Here in Missouri, from whose 
borders more than forty years ago, amid the 
birth-throes of a great Commonwealth, went 
forth that fierce and boding cry which, in the 
words of Mr. Jefferson, rang through the land 
" like a fire-bell in the night," — here first, in 
the mysterious orderings of Providence, the 
attempt is made by her own people to solve 
that problem for themselves. We may well 
believe, sir, that the example of Missouri will 
not be lost upon those who are yet to follow in 
her path. God grant that every member of 
this Convention may profoundly feel and justly 
weigh all the responsibilities that rest upon 
him ; that each one, laying aside every preju- 
dice, forgetting every desire, save only to find 
% the truth, however it may conflict with his 
opinions or associations in the past, may clearly 
know and do that which is wise, and true, and 
just ; and that in its counsels, as in its action, 
this whole body may rise to the migesty of the 
great occasion. 

The general question presents itself, of course, 
in a two-fold aspect : first, whether this Con- 
vention should act at all upon the subject of 
emancipation in Missouri; and, secondly, if it 
appear that some action should be taken, what 
that action should be. And, of course, upon 
the very threshold lies— or would lie, if it were 
ftt this day a debatable proposition — die in- 
quiry as to the power— that in, the rightM au- 



I thority^f this Convention to act at all in tl^ 

: premises. 

There is not, in my mind, sir, the shadow of 
a doubt that this Convention has at this time 

I full rightful authority to act upon the subject, 

I and to act finally, «nd to take any action which 
for the best interests of the State " shall appear 

, to them to be demanded," not being in confflct 
with the Constitution of the United States. I 
was amazed at the position taken yesterday by 

I the delegate from Greene (Mr. Orr) on this 
question. Why,>8ir, that whole subject — as he 
well knows, for he took part in it — was thor- 
oughly examined and completely disposed of 
at the proper time — at the time when we were 
first called upon to exercise any of the extra- 
ordinary powers confided to us by the people. 
And not till it had been firmly established upon 
the clearest principles was any such power ex- 
erted. I need only appeal to the record of that 
debate, and to the terse but overwhelming ar- 
guments by which my distinguished colleague 
(Mr. Gamble) destroyed the specious sophistry 
of his chief opponent, my then colleague, Migor 
Wright. Acknowledging, or rather insisting, 
as he then did and as we now do, that the pow- 
ers of this Convention were in no sense derived 
from, or granted by, the Legislature which 
provided for its election, yet the unprecedented 
aggregate vote cast at that election, and the un- 
paralleled mfyority given for its members were 
justly claimed — especially in the then condition 
of public afiairs — as a clear expression of the will 
of the whole people that the Convention should 
meet, and consult, and act for their best inter- 
ests in any manner consistent with the terms 
of the act, which*, under the popular rote so 
given, became the charter of its powers. And 
Uien, looking into the provisions of that char, 
ter, drawn up, if you please, by the Legislature, 
but ratified and made effectual only by the pop- 
ular voice, it appeared that the Convention 
were required, ( I quote from section five of the 
act)— 

" To consider the existing relations between 
the Government of the United States, the peo- 
ple and Government of the different States, and 
the Government and people of the State of 
Missouri ; and to adopt such measures for vin- 
dicating the sovereignty of the State, and the 
protection of its institutions, as shdU appear to 
them to be demanded.*^ 

And it farther appeared, by the tenth secdon 
of the act, that in one event, and but one, was 
the ratification of a popular vote required to 
•anction any act or ordlnaxice of this body ; and 
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that, I need not say, was the contingency of its 
adopting an ordinance of secession. 

Upon these grounds, it was demonstrated at 
that time, as the published debates clearly show, 
that this Convention was a body clothed by the 
people of Missouri with what my distinguished 
colleague correctly described as ex/ra-constitu- 
tional powers, entrusted to, and which were to 
be exercised by it, for the safety and welfare of 
the State according to its own best discretion. 
It was indeed a most weighty and extraordina- 
ry trust, and to be administered as such ; but 
of its true nature there was no room left for 
doubt 

But the rightful authority of this Convention 
to amend or abrogate the provisions of the 
State Constitution was not only thus estab- 
lished de jure ; from that day to this it has been 
accepted and acted on de facto by the people 
themselves. The loyal people of Missouri 
everywhere sustained its action in deposing 
their traitorous public servants, and annulling 
their treasonable acts. And ever since that 
session the whole fabric of social and political 
order in the State has rested upon the founda- 
tions then laid by this body according to its 
own best judgment of its duty. Under4ts firm, 
though cautious guidancci and with the new 
safeguards which it provided from time to time, 
the whole machinery of State and local gov- 
ernment has been set in motion anew. The 
measures which it adopted for the removal of 
disloyal office-holders, for the exclusion of 
rebels from the polls, for the holding of elec- 
tions at a more convenient season, for carrying 
on the ordinary legislation of the State — all 
these have been heartily acquiesced in by the 
loyal people. Ko man in this State to-day holds 
an office, or administers a public trust, or assists 
in the administration of justice as juror or attor- 
ney, or exercises as an officer any corporate 
right, who has not recognized, by solemn, vol- 
untary oath, the rightful authority of this Con- 
vention, and of those whom it has placed in 
office. The present Legislature of the State, 
elected under the new conditions which this 
body prescribed, and coming ft-esh from the 
people, again, in March last, expressly recog- 
nized its existence and authority, by the final 
action of one branch, and the plainly expressed 
concurrence of a large migority of the other, 
upon a bill providing ibr its re-assembling, at 
this time, for the very purpose now before us. 
The Government of the United States, both 
through its Executive and the National Legis- 
lature, have officially recognized the validity 



of its acts, and the rightful tenure of those 
appointed or elected under its authority. In 
short, nothing of argument or of action is 
wanting to demonstrate, upon every principle 
known to American jurists, the existence of 
that rightful authority which I have claimed 
for it : and even those who — ^for purposes easily 
understood — would gladly prevent its dispos- 
ing of the great question now before us, con- 
fess its power to act by their very demand that 
it shall content itself by simply removing the re- 
stricttoTU imposed upon the Legidatwre by the Con- 
etUtUion ofUie Stale — a demand which concedes 
the whole question of its powers. I need not 
discuss this question further. If the gentleman 
from Greene could succeed in his new enter- 
prise of attacking the rightful power of this 
Convention by its ordinances to amend the 
State Constitution, he would at the same time 
be overturning the very foundations of private 
and public right and social order as they now 
exist in this State. 

Ladeed, so far. as merely answering the gen- 
tleman from Greene (Mr. Orr) is concerned, I 
might refer him to the past votes and speeches 
given by himself in this body on this same 
question. I might well leave *^ the gentleman 
from Greene " to ask Judge Orr to explain to 
his own satisfinction bow his name came to be 
recorded among those voting cu/e, on pages 20 
and 21 of the official journal of this Conven- 
tion, at its July session, in 1861 — 

Mr. Orb. What was the proposition ? 

Mr. Hitchcock. The gentleman will lind, 
by referring to the journal, that he then voted 
in favor of adopting the several divisions of the 
ordinance by which Governor Jackson, the 
then Lieutenant Governor, and the Secretary 
of State, and both Houses of the General As- 
sembly, were turned out of office, and provi- 
sion made for filling their places ; and that by 
its very title it purported to be "An Ordinance 
providing for certain Amendments to the Consti- 
tution." And on the following day, July 80, 
1861, on page 22 of the journal, the gentle- 
man's vote is recorded in &vor of the final 
passage of "An Ordinance concerning the 
Repeal and Abrogation of certain Laws, and for 
other purposes." Nor are we left in doubt as 
to the grounds upon which he so voted. On 
those two days, July 29th and dOth, 1861, there 
was a most earnest debate as to the rightful 
authority of this Convention to exercise any 
such power. In that debate GU)vemor Gamble 
took the leading part in support of its right to 
I do so, and Major Wright opposed it with all his 
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well known ingenuity and eloquence. Judge 
Orr also took part in that debate, and I have 
not forgotten, if he has, the sharp passages be- 
tween him and Bifigor Wright; nor that the 
gentleman from Greene used such language as 
this, referring to the power of the Convention : 

"As for the potoer of the Convention to take 
the steps proposed in the report of the commit- 
tee, it has been so very well argued by the 
gentlemen who have preceded me, that I need 
not say a word about it" * * * And 
again : ** We have the right to turn every man 
in Missouri out, if we think it necessary for 
certain purposes." * * * # And again : 
" There is no authority to order an election for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, excepting 
this Convention." (See pp. 84, 86, Debates, 
July, 1861.) 

I need not multiply quotations. I leave it to 
the gentleman from Greene himself to reopncile 
the views he now urges with the opposite con- 
victions he then expressed. It is painful to me 
to find him now adopting those which Miyor 
Wright then advocated, in the interest of seces- 
sion, and which he then opposed. I do not say 
that he does so from any disloyal motive ; I do 
not believe that of him. I do deeply regret that 
his hostility to emancipation should drive him 
into such a position. I recommend him, and 
all other men who are willing to be or to de- 
clare themselves loyal, to consider seriously 
what must be the inherent weakness of a cause 
which forces its defenders to draw their weapons 
from the same arstoals which have heretofore 
furnished forth none but for rebels and their 
supporters. 

And now, sir, the main question is before us. 
In what form, under what conditione, shall this Con- 
vention ordain Emancipation fob Missoubi ? 

I assume, at once, that in some form or other 
it will be done. I have a right to assume it, 
notwithstanding the adverse action taken here 
a year ago. It is needless now to allude to 
that. Since that day many and momentous 
events have given a force and a direction to 
public opinion, equally among loyal and dis- 
loyal men, which few then dreamed of. Ideas 
then barely entertained have become convic- 
tions. Warnings then uttered are already 
fulfilled. On this floor, in this debate, avowals 
are made even by the opponents of emancipa- 
tion, and arguments are put forth by those not 
formerly its friends, which justify the assump- 
tion. 

I was much interested, Mr. President, by the 
elaborate speech made here a day or two since 



by the delegate from Livingston : not less by 
its earnestness, its frequently • felicitous lan- 
guage and illustration, than by the avowed 
opposition of the speaker to emancipation, ex- 
cept as a " necessity " — tohich he declared it to 
be. I differ with many of his views ; but I pro- 
pose not so much to attack as to develop them. 
I ask that gentleman, and all who think with 
him, candidly to join me in carrying out, to 
their legitimate conclusion, the very premise* 
of fact and principle which he laid down. I 
want no more. He seems to have thoughtfully 
examined the true position of affairs in this and 
other States. If he will but fearlessly continue 
the inquiry — if he will look deeper yet, and 
search out the reasons which underlie that 
"necessity" he so frankly admitted — if he 
will manfully carry out the conclusions which 
must follow from those very striking admis- 
sions and statements of his own — I do not 
know that we need desire more. 

The gentleman itom Livingston does not 
claim to be in any sense an emancipationist ; 
on the contrary, he declared that he would pre- 
vent this "agitation " if he could, and that he 
entered unwillingly into this discussion. But 
he admits that this is no longer a matter of 
choice. " Some action on this question,*' he 
declares, "is a necessity ; all see this, and al- 
most all admit it now." He urges every pa- 
triotic man, whether in favor of emancipation 
or not, to recognize this necessity, and act upon 
it, lest the refusal of this Convention to meet it 
shall drive moderate and law-abiding men to 
take sides with those from whose violence they 
desire to stand aloof. And he supported this 
appeal by stating the reasons which have forced 
him into a position so contrary to his own 
wishes and to tlie stand he has hitherto taken. 
What are those reasons ? 

First, he says, tlio anti-slavery men in the 
free States, who are the great mass of the loyal 
men, earnestly desire emancipation in Missouri. 
And my friend candidly added, that the large 
majority of tliese men desired it should be ef- 
fected by the citizens of Missouri themselves, 
in an orderly, peacefril and lawful manner, and 
not by violence. It is important, he says, that 
the loyal men of Missouri should propitiate 
this law-abiding, anti-slavery element through- 
out the loyal States, — represented, as he cor- 
rectly affirms, by the President of the United 
States, who, " true to his reputation for hon- 
esty and patriotism," has reftised to be Identi- 
fied with the radical or revolutionary party in 
Missouri. We cannot, he insists, longer refuse 
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to recogrnize this state of feeling among such 
a body of men ; and hence, in part, this *' ne- 
cessity to act." In this I fully agree with him. 

The gentleman ft>om Livingston then ex- 
amined the condition of aflairs fn Missouri, 
and sums it up about thus : There are three 
classes of her citizens, — one the Secession- 
ists, comparatively few in number, he thinks, 
and decreasing, who still cling to the delu- 
sion that Missouri is part of the " C. S. A.," 
and who persist in this, in part, because it is stUl 
a slave State, but some also Arom obstinate pride. 
Another class is the radical anti-slavery men — 
the opposite extreme. Both these extremes, 
he says, are violent and revolutionary — ^both 
denounce the Provisional Government and the 
Convention — both stir up strife, and neither 
would be content with an equitable and peace- 
fhl adjustment of our troubles. Many in both 
classes would rather see the slavery question 
settled only by the bayonet. Some of these 
men, he thinks, are honest, but fanatic; 
many more are base in motive, only desiring 
to keep up and profit by the strife. In the third 
class he places the just and fair-minded men of 
all parties, Kepublicans, Democrats, Emanci- 
pationists and those who have not desired 
emancipation; men who are honestly loyal, 
who desire the peace and prosperity of the 
State, and who know that this can only be se- 
cured in the Union. From such men in this 
body must come the action which shall save 
the State from the dangers now threatening it; 
For he declared that, ill its last expression, this 
fierce anil-slavery cry Is a cry of agrarianism 
and anarchy. Something, he earnestly re- 
peated, must be done by this Convention, lest 
the law-abiding Emancipationists be driven Into 
the radical ranks, and violence beget violence, 
and a new and more disastrous strife afflict the 
State. But he defended himself against any 
imputation of merely yielding to clamor or 
threats, averring that the dangers were real, 
and must be wisely and promptly met. Sir, I 
hold it to be no unmanly fear which warns of 
such dangers as these, and which refuses to 
join the idle attempt to prevent all action by 
this body on this momentous question. 

But the speaker, while he so forcibly stated 
these dangers and this "necessity," did not 
pursue the inquiry as to their true causes. 
That Is what I now ask him to do. 

Why is it, sir, that the great body of loyal 
and law-abiding men throughout the free 
States do so earnestly desire us to take this 
action ? Why is that desire so pressing that 



it becomes a "necessity" to us t How has 
a party so dangerous and revolutionary as 
these radicals are, acquired such strength that 
men — moderate and law-abiding men — should 
be in danger of being swept into the same cur- 
rent ? As to any and all violence or lawless- 
ness, come from whom it may, no man can 
more sternly oppose or condemn it than I do. 
But if it be true that the danger from such 
violence is already a fact which we must take 
note of, sir. It behooves us to know what Is the 
real cause of such a danger. Mere violence 
never was a source of lasting strength or per* 
manent success to any party In this land. The 
whole history of our people shows that unless 
some grievance, some wrong, some evil or 
danger — either real or believed to be real — ^lay 
at its root, no merely violent movement ever 
succeeded ; and mere lawlessness Is sure to re- 
coil on Its authors. It Is an extraordinary and 
appalling statement which the gentleman makes 
—considering what his own views of emanci- 
pation are— that unless this Convention can 
agree upon some plan of action to that end, 
even those whom he describes as honest and 
law-abiding men will be^ driven to join the law- 
less extremists, to whom emancipation is a 
mere excuse for strife. Will the gentleman 
tell us that such men as he describes have been 
frightened into such a position? Certainly 
not — ^lie indignantly disclaims It for himself. 
He made an effbrt to account for it by charging 
It on the "politicians." But how have the 
people come to support "the politicians*' in a 
course so opposite to that which for forty 
years has been the successful one in this 
State? Why is it that unscrupulous politi- 
cians find it their interest to take such ground? 
These questions force themselves upon every 
thoughhtul man who considers the present as- 
pect of affairs in Missouri. We must face 
them ; we must probe them to the bottom, 
and know why this danger, this "necessity" 
exists. That Is the part of bold and wise 
statesmanship. Anything short of that is mere 
cowardice and folly. The wise physician does 
not content himself with telling over the symp- 
toms of his patient, and declaring the "neces- 
sity" of a remedy. He examines narrowly 
those symptoms — ^he penetrates their cause 
and the real disorders which they indicate, and 
thus he learns what that remedy shall be. 

Let us then see why it is true that there is 
so pressing a "necessity" for this Convention 
to take action upon the emancipation question, 
that even those who would prevent all "agita- 
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tion" if they could are forced to take part in 
it. I shall suggest two or three reasons, which, 
in my judgment, have brought about this '* ne- 
cessity." If these are the true ones, to know 
them will go far to show what sort of action 
on our part will meet its demands. 

And first, sir, I find one reason for this pres- 
ent " necessity for action ** in the fiict and in 
the now universal conviction, that slavery is 
inseparably connected with this rebellion. There 
has been much said in this debate as to whether 
slavery is or is not " the cause of the war." I 
shall not discuss the question in that shape. I 
shall not follow the gentleman from Clinton 
(Mr. Birch) in his elaborate repetition of that 
dreary and well-worn catalogue of " Southern 
wrongs and Northern aggressions," which we 
have all heard so many times ; nor retort the 
fiur more truthful charge of bold and unceasing 
aggressions on the part of slavery itself. It is 
enough for me to know, when these " wrongs 
of the South " are paraded in defencci either 
of the rebellion or of slavery, that the war was 
not brought about by any wrong or injury what- 
ever inflicted by the Government of the United 
States upon a single Southern State. I need 
no better authority or proof for this than the 
solemn and earnest words of Alexander H. 
Stephens, now Vice President of the so-called 
" Confederate States." In what I believe to be 
the last free speech he ever made, in the Geor- 
gia State Convention, in January, 1861, in the 
course of a most powerful and passionate effort 
against secession, he said : 

"Pause, I entreat you, and consider for a 
moment what reasons you can give that will 
even satisfy yourselves in calmer moments — 
what reasons you can give to your fellow-suf- 
ferers in the calamity that it will bring upon 
us ? What reasons can you give to the nations 
of the earth to j ustify it ? They will be the calm 
and deliberate judges in the case. And to what 
cause, or one overt act, can you name or point 
on which to rest the plea of justification? 
What right has the North assailed ? What in- 
terest of the South has been invaded ? What 
justice has been denied? and what claim 
founded in justice and been withheld ? Can 
either of you to-day name one governmental 
act of wrong, deliberately and purposely done 
by the Goi^emment of Washington, of which 
the South has a right to complain ? / challenge 
ike ansufer I ** 

1 will not detain you by reading the detailed 
and authentic fiicts which Mr. Stephens then 
proceeds to give> demonstrating that, so far 



from receiving wrong at the hands of the Gov- 
ernment, the South had uniformly controlled 
its action, and secured nutre than her numerical 
proportion of its honors, its offices, and even its 
revenue. I quote only these impressive words : 

" Leaving out of view, for the present, the 
countless millions of dollars you must expend 
in a war with the North ; with tens of thousands 
of your sons and brothers slain in battle, and 
offered up as sacrifices upon the altar of your am- 
bition ; aud for what, we ask again ? Is it for 
the overthrow of the American Government, 
established by our common ancestry, cemented 
and built up by their sweat and blood, and 
founded on the broad principles of Right, Jds- 
TiCB and Humanity ? And as such, I must 
declare here, as I have often done before, and 
which has been repeated by the greatest and 
wisest statesmen and patriots in this and other 
lands, that it is the best and freest Government — 
the most equal in its rights — the most just in its de- 
cisions — the most lenient in its measures — and the 
most inspiring in its principles, to elevate the race of 
men, that the sun of heaven ever shone upon. 

" Now, for you to attempt to overthrow such 
a Government as this, under which we have 
lived for more than three-quarters of a century, 
in which we have gained our wealth, our stand- 
ing as a nation, our domestic safety, while the 
elements of peril are around us, with peace and 
tranquillity, accompanied with unbounded pros- 
perity and rights unassailed, is the height of mad* 
ness, folly and wickedness, to which I can 
neither lend my sancti9n nor my vote." 

So far as the " wrongs of the South" are 
concerned, sir, I think I may leave the gentle- 
man from Clinton to discuss them with the 
gentleman from Georgia. But I beg leave to 
cite a few more words from the celebrated 
" Comer-Stone Speech" of the same orator, de- 
livered at Savannah, Ga., on the 21st March, 
1861, in vindication of the new Constitution of 
the so-called " Confederate States," to which 
he had at last given in his adhesion, and under 
which he was, and is, acting as Vice President: 

** The new Constitution," he says, " has put 
at rest forever all the agitating questions re- 
lating to our peculiar institution — African 
slavery as it exists among us — the proper status 
of the negro in our form of civilization. This 
vxu the immediate cause oftlie late rupture and pres- 
ent revolution." 

This would seem good " Southern" authority 
for declaring tliat " slavery is the cause of the 
war." Certain it is that but for sUvery ; but 
for the demands made in Its interest; the con« 
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troTersieB it gave rise to ; the ayowed determi- 
nation on the part of its advocates to perpetuate 
and extend it forever, and the equally deter- 
mined, and, as I believe, the rightful and con- 
Btitutionai opposition to its extension by those 
who hold It to be only an evil and a curse ; but 
for these and kindred causes, this war could not 
have begun. . That slavery was " the pretext 
for secession,'' the gentleman from Livingston 
declared ; that the fierce passions and prejudices 
which demagogues can, upon this topic, so easily 
excite, have hurried many into the vortex who 
even deplore and admit the evils of slavery, we 
all know; and that these passions and prejudi- 
ces, £ar from being confined to the slaveholder, 
have often s«emed most fierce and most easily 
aroused amon^ those who never owned a slave. 
Nay, sir, the gentleman from Livingston not 
only declared that slavery was the pretext for 
secession — which, as you have seen, Alexander 
H. Stephens ''officially*' confirms — but in classi- 
fying the dangerous elements now in Missouri, 
he mentioned, first of aU, those who are still se- 
cessionists because Missouri is a slave State. And 
the connection which they see between seces- 
sion and slavery was declared by the late rebel 
Governor Jackson, in his message to the last 
Legislature of Missouri, in May, 1861, in the 
words already familiar to you — 

" Our interest and sympathies are identical 
with those of the slaveholding States, and ne- 
cessarily unite our destiny with theirs.*' 

Untrue as this statement is in the sense in 
which it was made, it supports what I have as- 
serted, namely, the inseparable connection of the 
rebellion with slavery in Missouri. It was but yes- 
terday that a member of this body, whose sin- 
cerity and candor I respect, said to me, 'T 
have listened to all that has been said, and I 
cannot see that slavery is the cause of the re- 
bellion ; if I believed it were, I would vote to 
destroy it" And so, too, the gentleman from 
Livingston declared that if he believed slavery 
had anything to do with sustaining the rebel- 
lion in Missouri he would join those who desire 
to destroy it. Yet, sir, when he looks at our 
condition, he declares that we must take action 
in regard to slavery 1 And why? Because, 
he says, these extreme and opposite elements 
in our midst are full of danger; because seces- 
sionists still cling to the rebellion so long as 
Missouri remains a slave State, while even the 
law-abiding emancipationists are rapidly tend- 
ing to violence against it. And now, I ask him, 
why such dangers do exist, if it be not for the 
Tery reason that slavery still remains among 



us as an "institution** of the State; still 
made the pretext for rebellion ; still supplying 
fuel to the fiames which, for two years and 
more, have so fiercely raged ? I care not what 
he thinks was " the cause of the war.** Every 
man who has gone into this rebellion did so be- 
cause of slavery in some way or other ; not al- 
ways because he believed in or approved the 
institution itself, but because he chose — wheth- 
er under the delusions of prejudice or passion, 
or the promptings of a &tal ambition, or a faXse 
and narrow State pride — to take sides with 
those who set about destroying this Govern- 
ment, in their mad purpose to extend and per- 
petuate slavery. 

I am annoyed, sir, that the gentleman from 
Livingston, with his clear perception of the 
dangers which surround us, did not thus in- 
quire deeper into their cause. Let him ask 
himself why it is that the limits of slave terri- 
tory have also been the boundaries of the re- 
bellion. Why is it that the furious appeals to 
passion and prejudice; the broadcast misrep- 
resentations of the Republican party and its 
doctrines, which lashed so many deluded men 
in the South to such "^ height of madness^ 
folly and wickedness,*'— why did these things 
have no such efiect among the same class of 
men in any free State ? Nay, sir, why is it 
that to-day we hear the opponents of eman- 
cipation, who deny all sympathy with the re* 
hellion, yet repeating the same language, and 
^^ing the same inflammatory appeals to the 
white man — especially the laboring man — 
against " the nigger,** which, three years ago, 
were what traitors used to make rebels with ? 
Is it not extraordinary, if slavery has nothing 
in common with secession, that the same am- 
munition is served out for the weapons of both 1 

Finally, put tlie question to a practical test 
Does any man doubt that if Missouri were a 
free State to-day the rebels would reject her as 
unfit for that edifice of which slavery is, as 
Mr. Stephens declares, the "Cornbr-Stone**? 
And is it of no consequence to us, who oppose, 
or to those in our midst who support that un- 
holy enterprise, whether we shall deprive them 
even of the desire — ^yes, of all " pretext'*— for 
desiring our noble State to cast in her lot with 
them 1 Sir, it is nothing but a pretext, for they 
know as we do the inevitable destiny of Mis- 
souri. I heard Sterling Price declare, in April, 
1861, that secession would be nothing but " an- 
nihilation to every material interest of Mis- 
souri.** I cannot explain his subsequent course. 
But I can well understand how it suits them, 
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as long as possible, to hare Missouri remain a 
promontory of slave territory running out into 
the free ocean which surrounds her on three 
sides, against which and over which the waves 
must first dash which would otherwise engulph 
themselves. " So long as thej can thus keep 
in our midst this pretext for secession/' so long 
it serves their purpose. 

And now, sir, if we desire to detach this 
State from the rebellion once for all, we must 
cast off that '^pretext" If we desire to end 
this dangerous internal strife, we must end that 
which is the prolific and inevitable source of 
strife. We need not, we ought not, to end it 
by violence, nor with a reckless disregard of 
the past legislation, the settled habits, or the 
present social and industrial condition of our 
own people. But we can never effectually 
cure the political and social disorders which 
affect us until this festering ulcer, which in- 
flames the body politic, shall be ^'placed in the 
course of ultimate extinction.'' That is the 
lesson I draw from the confessions of its own 
apologists. That is my conclusion as to one 
of the causes of this admitted ^'necessity to 
act.'' And however gentlemen may deprecate 
it, of one thing they may be sure. I say it in 
all kindness, and without a thought of menace. 
But so long as loyal men believe, as we do be- 
lieve, that the continuance of slavery as an 
'^ institution" of Missouri sustains even the 
wildest hopes of rebels here or elsewhere, so 
long this ^'agitation" will continue, and these 
internal dangers will increase. It is for us, 
and for all who acknowledge these dangers, 
whatever they may think of slavery, to take 
Buch wise action as will dash to pieces every 
rebel hope, and end that dream forever. 

Permit me, sir, to mention what I hold to be 
a second cause of this ''necessity for action." 
As I have said before, I am seeking to show 
why the 'Maw-abiding emancipationists" of 
Missouri, and so many who were never eman- 
cipationists before, now demand it at our 
hands. I claim, then, that this results also 
from the fact, and from the wide-spread con- 
viction, that ike institution of slavery ia an evil 
and a burden upon ike material interettt of the 
State itself. Never before was this truth so 
widely felt, nor ever before so freely admitted 
in Missouri— /or never before was the question 
open as it now is for candid discussion. Was 
it not significant that since this debate begun, 
the gentleman from Jackson (Mr. Comingo) 
set forth in a carefully prepared speech the 
facts and figures tending to show the losses 



and injuries which slavery has entailed upon 
Missouri, as compared with the superior pro- 
gress of neighboring free States ? Since when 
has a representative of that strongly pro-sla- 
very district taken such a line of argument in 
any deliberative body in Missouri ? How long 
is it since it was not possible for any man, in 
certain portions of this State, publicly even to 
discuss emancipation as a mere question of 
State economy ? How long since the I>»gi8la- 
ture of Missouri by an almost unanimous vote 
declared any movement in that direction to be 
inexpedient, impracticable and unjust? For 
long years in Missouri, as everynvhere through- 
out the South, the immediate profits of slave 
labor, and the political and othftr influences 
which sustained it, built up a compact and 
powerful party who effectually trampled down, 
in the State at large, all free discussion of sla- 
very, even as a question of State policy. That 
day is past. With free discussion has come 
light and knowledge, and these bring con- 
viction. 

An inquiry into the comparative material 
progress of the free and the slave States can 
lead to but one conclusion : — that as a system 
of labor it is at the same time costly and 
wasteful, — that Missouri has prospered not 
because but in spite of it, — and that the supe- 
rior progress of the free States in material de- 
velopment and resources cannot be explained 
except by the difference in their systems of la- 
bor. Some gentlemen have already presented 
striking facts and statistics in support of this 
statement. Tou have only to examine the 
Preliminary Report of the 8th Census (1860) 
to find them in abundance. My friend from 
Greene (Mr. Orr) objected strongly yester- 
day to a comparison made by a previous 
speaker between Illinois and Missouri, in 
which it was disagreeably evident that our 
neighboring sister State has latterly outstrip- 
ped us in the race of improvement He claim- 
ed that Illinois had the advantage in being a 
prairie State, and also in lying/urf Aer east, and 
therefore nearer the eastern markets and 
workshops. Really, I do not think much of 
the latter argument. But suppose we look at 
Iowa, lying quite as far west and a little fur- 
ther north than Missouri, with a climate less 
favorable than ours, with an area smaller than 
that of Missouri by 12,335 square miles, 
(nearly 8,000,000 acres,) and whose water 
communication with either eastern or southern 
markets is altogether inferior to that of Mis- 
souri ; not only because of the greater average 
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distance^ but because of the greater impedi- 
n^ents to her commerce by the upper and lower 
rapids of the Mississippi during the boating 
season and the longer interruptions from ice. 
Iowa was not even admitted as a State till 
December, 1846, — ^25 years after Missouri. 
The Census Tables show that in 1850 the 
total population of Iowa was 192^214, which 
in 1860 had increased to 674,913, a gain of 
482,699, the ratio of increase being 251 per cent. 
The total population of Missouri in 1850 was 
682,044, which in 1860 had increased to 
1,182,012 5 a gain of 499,968, or only 17,000 
more than Iowa, the ratto of increase being 
only 731 per cent, Agaki, the quantity of land 
in cultivation in lowann 1850 was 824,682 
acres, while that in Missouri was then 2,938,- 
425 acres. During the next ten years the new 
land brought into cultivation in Iowa amount- 
ed to 2,955,571 acres, while the new land cul- 
tivated in Missouri in the same period was 
3,308,446 acres, or only one-tenth more ; the 
ratio of increase being for Missouri about 113 
per cent. ; while for Iowa it is 358 per cent. 
During the same period, neither State having 
a mile of railroad in 1850, Iowa built 680 
miles of railroad, while Missouri built 817 
miles — or less than one-fourth more ; and this, 
although Missouri being a much older State, had 
a population 3^ times larger in 1850, and still 
twice as large in 1860 as Iowa, while the to- 
tal wealth of Missouri in 1850 was six times 
greater than that of Iowa, and in 1860 still 
twice as great. Thus in every one of these 
impofrtant items of progress the ratio of in- 
crease is far greater in the younger, poorer, 
and less accessible free State. This is but a 
partial illustration of the truth. 

These Census Tables are very curious, and 
show some very unexpected results. Fof in- 
stance, it appears that in the production of 
loine, for which Missouri has eminent natural 
adv&ntages — already turned to profitable ac- 
count by her industrious German population — 
yet Illinois, during the ten years preceding 
1860, has far excelled her both in the rate of 
increase and the quantity produced ; while the 
progress of that branch of industry in Ohio 
leaves her wholly in the shade. In 1850, Mis- 
souri produced 10,563 gallons ; Ohio, 48,207 
galls., or nearly five times as much ; and Illi* 
nois, 2,997 galls., or one-third as much as Mis- 
souri. In 1860, Missouri produced 27,827 
galls., an increase of nearly 300 /wr cent.} but 
the yield of Illinois in 1860 had risen to 47,- 
093 galls., or 1,700 per cent, increase, and 



nearly double the actual production of Mis- 
souri 5 while that of Ohio was 662,640 galls., 
an increase of 1,000 per cent., and about twenty 
times as much as Missouri. Still more re- 
markable are the statistics of hemp and to- 
bacco, two of the great and profitable staples 
of this State, and for which the current idea is 
that slave labor is peculiarly adapted. In 
1850, according to the Census Tables, the pro- 
duct of tobacco in Missouri was 17,113,784 
lbs., while that of Ohio was 10,454,449 1 in 1860 
the Missouri tobacco crop was 25,086^196 lbs., 
while that of Ohio had risen to 25,528,972 
lbs., — being a higher rate of increase in the 
proportion of 144 to 46, and an actual excess 
in the Ohio crop of nearly half a million pounds. 
The question of hemp produced in Missouri, in 
1850, is given at 15,968 tons of dew-rotted, and 
60 tons water-rotted j that of New York, in 
1850, according to the Census Tables, was one 
ton of dew-rotted, and three tons of water- 
rotted. In 1860, Missouri is reported as pro- 
ducing 15,789 tons dew-rotted, 1,507 tons 
water-rotted, and 1,972 tons "other prepared" 
hemp — in all, 19,268 tons; while the hemp 
product of New York in 1860 is given as 32,- 
191 tons dew-rotted, and 3,630 tons of other 
kinds— in all, 35,820 tons ! 

I do not cite these statistics of particular 
products as sufiicient data for a general com- 
parison of the States named, for obviously they 
would not be such ; nor shall I enter here upon 
that argument in detail. These are simply 
illustrations of the general truth which the 
results of every successive census have more 
clearly demonstrated ; and what I am now in- 
sisting on is the fact that the general and grow- 
ing perception of that great truth, namely, that 
slave labor is an obstacle to the highest mdterial 
prosperity of Missouri, is one of the reasons why 
emancipation has become a " neqessity .'' 

I know that this great truth is constantly 
denied by the advocates of slavery. I was 
amused to hear my friend the delegate from 
Greene (Mr. Orr), and also the delegate from 
Mississippi county (Mr. Hough), bring forward 
that never-failing assertion, that emancipation 
ruined the British West Indies, and therefore, 
of course, it will ruin Missouri. That cry is 
raised, I believe, every time and everywhere 
emancipation is hinted at. Now, I simply 
deny the truth of any such statement, in spite 
of the oracular wisdom of the London Times, 
the flippant gossip of such lively travellers as 
Mr. Anthony TroUope, and even the apparent 
evidence Aimished by the extracts from Mr. 
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H. C. Carey's book on " The Slave Trade, Do- 
mestic and Foreign" which my friend from 
Greene read with so much gusto. Has my 
friend erer read the book through f Does he 
know what its real purpose and argument is ? 
I have ; and I know, that, so far from arguing 
against emancipation, Mr. Carey's whole effort 
is to show how all descriptions of " slavery/' 
white as well as black, may be extinguished, 
and the laborer elevated and protected. That 
book is nothing but an elaborate argument, 
and a very able one, in favor of a protective sys- 
tem, on the principles of the Tariff' of 1842. He 
contends that all labor must have a home mar- 
ket, and that variety, as well as amount of pro- 
duction, are indispensable to the prosperity of 
a people. He attributes the decay of Jamaica 
to the selfish and mistaken ** colonial policy " 
of Great Britain, which compelled the agricul- 
turist to seek a distant market for his produce, 
and prohibited the growth of manufacturing 
industry ; and his argument about emancipa- 
tion in Jamaica is, not that it caused the decay 
which was visible there, but that it was of no 
benefit to eitheir the sUve or his master, under 
that system of legislation. The whole book is a 
protest against the degradation of the free 
laborer, by vicious legislation, to the level of the 
slave. He applies the same principles to our 
own people, both North and South, and I know 
no book which shows more clearly the waste- 
ful and ruino\is efi*ects of the exclusively agri- 
cultural slave labor system of the South. 

If my friend wishes to study the latest and 
most authentic statement of the effects of eman- 
cipation in those islands, he will find them 
carefully and impartially set forth in a volume 
entitled " The Ordeal of Free Labor in the British 
West Indies." This book gives, from official 
sources, the facts in reference to eacli of 
those islands with remarkable clearness, force 
and candor, showing the widely different cir- 
cumstances of each. I shall not now detain 
the Convention — especially as this is a digres- 
sion from my Intended argument — by refer- 
ring to details. The book demonstrates that 
emancipation in that case was a great success, 
even as to the mere question of imports and 
exports, in all the islands, except Jamaica, as 
the following summary will show. I read from 
the last chapter, pp. 814, 816. After giving in 
detail the average annual quantity of sugar 
exported from British Guiana, Trinidad, Bar- 
badoes, and Antigua, during the four years 
prior to emancipation, and a similar statement 
for the four years ending with 1860, he sums up: 



" This is a total exhibit of 265,000,000 lbs. 
annually exported now, instead of 187,800,000 
lbs. before emancipation, or an excess of experts, 
with free labor, of 77,700,000 lbs. of sugar." 

He then compares the annual import trade 
of those islands from 1820 to 1834, before 
emancipation, with their imports in 1869, the 
result being thus shown : 

*' The total exhibit represents an annual im- 
port trade at the present time of the value of 
$14,600,000, against $8,840,000 before emanci- 
pation, or an excess of imports, under a free sys- 
tem, of the value of $5,760,000." 

It is true that Jamaica has not prospered 
equally with the other islands; but for this 
emancipation is not f esponsible. The decay 
of Jamaica had commenced long before the era 
of emancipation, and the planters were clamor- 
ing for relief at the hands of Parliament for 
years before it came. The true causes were 
various — in part the British system of legis. 
lation, as shown by Mr. Carey; in part the 
reckless improvidence, the wasteful habits, the 
absenteeism and neglect of the planters; in 
part the great commercial changes which took 
place between 1810 and 1880. For all these 
things I refer my friend to the admirable book 
I have named ; and I emphatically repeat that 
emancipation in the British West Indies, upon 
an impartial statement of the facts, has not 
been a failure, but a success. 

But I have digressed largely into these de- 
tails. I repeat, that the second great reason 
why emancipation is a ** necessity " for ub, is 
this wide and settled conviction that it will 
promote the highest material interests of the 
State ; that it will, as it well may, improve her 
credit, invite immigration, and largely develop 
her magnificent resources. Why is it, sir, that 
for months past, ever since emancipation begun to 
seem probable, the price of our State bonds has 
been rising in the New York stock market? 
In 1861 they fell to 86. In 1862, after the loyal 
State Government was firmly established, they 
rose to 57, and now they are up to 74. What 
has so increased the confidence of New York 
capitalists and stock-jobbers in the securities 
of a State confessedly unable at this time to 
pay her interest overdue? No barometer ia 
more sensitive than that stock market to every- 
thing affecting the value of such securities. 
The answer is given in the financial column 
of a leading New York paper last week — " Mis- 
souri Sixes are improving, in the prospect that 
the Missouri Convention, now in session, wiU 
adopt an ordinance of emancipation," That is 
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their opinion of emancipation as it will affect 
the material' prosperity of Missouri. Is it 
strange that' such a measure should be de- 
manded of us by her own citizens ? And so 
long as they share this conviction, so long will 
my friend from Livingston find himself urged 
on by that " necessity " to act I 

I hope not to weary the Convention if I sug- 
gest one other reason why this " necessity " for 
emancipation exists. I have given two, which 
affect most directly the citizens of Missouri. 
Their loyalty and their interest both impel 
them to desire the removal of this aid to the 
rebellion, this obstacle to their prosperity. But 
why should the moderate and law-abiding men 
throughout the loyal Stfites, ** with the Presi- 
dent at their head,'^ join in that desire so ear- 
nestly, that — as the delegate from Livingston 
declares — we must conciliate them first of all? 
Sir, the answer is not difficult nor obscure. It 
is because the conscience and the judgment of 
mankind declare that slavery is wrong. 

Hitherto, the institution of slavery in these 
States claimed toleration at their hands. It 
was recognized by the National Constitution 
within the States where it existed — nowhere 
else, — and even to that extent not by name but 
by iinplicatlcn. The Fathers of the Republic 
permitted it to remain only because they found 
it so interwoven with the social and industrial 
organization of those States as to deter them 
from any direct interference. What they 
thought of it, their writings and speeches 
abundantly show. I cannot state it better than 
Alexander H. Stephens did in that same '' Cor- 
ner-Stone Speech," on the 21st March, 1861. 
He said, speaking of Thos. Jefferson by name — 

^^The prevailing ideas entertained by him 
and most of the leading statesmen at the time 
of the formation of the old Constitution, were, 
that the enslavement of the Jfrtcan wat in viola^ 
Hon of the lawa of nature ; that it was icrong 
1» principle, toeially, morally and politically. It 
was an evil they knew not well how to deal 
with ; but the general opinion of the men of 
that day was that, somehow or other; hi the or- 
der of Providence, the Institution would be 
evanescent and pass away. This idea, though 
not incorporated in the Constitution, was the 
prevailing idea at the time. The Constitution, 
it is true, secured every essential guarantee to 
the institution while U shotUd 2a«i." 

And thus tolerated, thus sheltered, thus pro- 
tected ^^ while it should laat>^ it has steadily 
pursued, for nearly eighty years, its unwaver- 
ing policy of aggression \ and, as Mr. Stephens 



declared and proved, has controlled the Govern- 
ment itself until the recent election of a Re- 
publican President. Then, those whose wealth, 
whose power, whose hopes of greatness all 
rested upon the continued predominance of the 
Slave Power, threw off all concealment. Scorn- 
fully refusing to receive that which alone they 
were entitled to claim from the Government- 
protection within Its proper limits — they de- 
manded its whole power to perpetuate and ex- 
tend slaveryli and failing in this, they under- 
took to overthrow by violence the Government 
itself. But that act has arrayed slavery before 
the bar of Public Conscience, no longer as an 
evil to be tolerated <^ while it should last," but 
as a bold and dangerous criminal to be judged. 
It is not my duty nor my purpose now to 
prosecute that indictment^ I have undertaken 
simply to assign the existing reasons for that 
state of public sentiment which the delegate 
from Livingston confessed, but failed to ex- 
plain. I have shown, in part, what are its 
causes in Missouri. I assert that still deeper and 
more powerful than these is the overwhelm- 
ing fact, that, except among those who profit 
by it, slavery is an offence to the conscience of the 
civilized world. What has been the progress 
of this anti-slavery feeling f The abolition of 
the slave trade, long since outlawed by Chris- 
tendom, the emancipation of their colonies by 
the great Powers of Western Europe, and this 
very year the execution of that decree by which 
twenty millions of serfs were enfranchised 
throughout the vast Empire of the far East— 
what are all these but expressions of that deep- 
rooted conviction which, however long and bit- 
terly you may strive against it, will conquer 
In the end ? No matter how ably or how plau- 
sibly its cause is argued, the judgment is ever 
the same, that '* slavery Is a violation of the 
laws of nature ; that it is socially, morally and 
politically wrong.*' When its defenders urge 
that the cruelty and injustice which attend it; 
the separation of families; the refusal of 
knowledge ; the subjection of one man to an- 
other's will, are all found In oiher relations of 
life and conditions of society, and dare appeal 
to the Word of God itself In behalf of a system 
which daily ignores its blessed precepts, the 
fallacy is not far to find ; for It is easily seen 
that what are only incidents in those relations, 
marring their true purposes, are of this system 
the legitimate fruits. The inherent and in- 
eradicable vice of slavery lies in this, that it 
necessarily implies the exercise of arbitrary and 
praeiicdUy irrespcfnsible power by one class of 
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men over another class whose only crime is 
their color. I say ofneeettity. It is the very 
essence of slavery^ and every slaveholder knows 
it and maintains it. The moment this right of 
the master is given up, that moment slavery 
ceases. The master may grant favors, he may 
lighten tasks, he may he kind and mercif al, hut 
all this depends upon hU wiU. What if his will 
he that of a tyrant ? Do you wonder that free 
men hate and denounce a system whose best 
apology is that, in a Christian land, the major- 
ity of those who might be tyrants are not? 
Because the Autocrat may be just and merci- 
ful in his decrees, is a despotism a Government 
to be desired ? It may be tolerated " while it 
lasts," — and it is better than Anarchy, — but 
shall free men praise it as " divine," perpetu- 
ate Jt, extend it, sacrifice to it the very name 
and hope of human liberty ? But with slavery 
as a system there can he no compromise be- 
tween the absolute dominion of the master and 
the wbhes of the slave. Every code of a slave 
State recognizes this, and hence the perfectly 
consistent deuial of all rights save such as the 
hrutes share with him, and the jealous exclu- 
sion of all light and knowledge, which, by 
elevating the aspirations of the man^ may 
lessen the security or value of the ^'projh' 
ertyJ' These things are inevitable if you 
once grant the system, and its only consistent 
or logical advocates are those who boldly 
justify them as necessary to its safety. When 
they are for the time relaxed, it is not be- 
cause of the system, but in spite of it I 
know well that slaveholders are not aU 
ways hrutal tyrants. Many of them do con- 
scientiously seek the welfare of their slaves. 
Would it not be a foul bk>t upon human nature 
— a hideous sham of Christianify^f this were 
not BO? Born on the shores of the Gulf, 
brought up in the midst of slavery, I know all 
that can be truly urged in its defence. But I 
know, too, that the vilest passions of the basest 
men have nowhere so free scope as under a 
system which permits, if it does not encourage 
them, whenever their interest or caprices dic- 
tate, to deny to an immortal soul every ray of 
light, to ignore the sacred ties of home and 
family, and to condemn the human chaltel,/or 
their btnefit, to perpetual and hopeless toil. 
How can the world beyond us but stand arrayed 
against a system which bears such fruit as 
this ? What can its friends expect, when its 
chief defenders proclaim thehr purpose to make 
it the shibboleth of a new faith, the arcanum 
of a new philosophy, the *^ comer-stone" o| a 



new empire ; and this, through the destruction 
of that noble and beneficent Government to 
whose shelter it owes its life ? Can they won- 
der that all its evils, its vices, its crimes, are 
written down against it ; its palliation swept 
aside ; its plea for toleration unheard, and its 
doom declared wherever it may be found ? 

And thus, sir, I tell the gentleman from Liv- 
ingston that the first cause of that " necessity" 
which he admits is one which must only g^ow 
stronger now forever ; nor can it be satisfied 
until that cause is removed. 

I shall not follow the gentleman from Liv- 
ingston beyond this, the chief feature of his 
remaiks. He thought it necessary — I do not 
see how he found it consistent, after admitting 
the "necessity** of emancipation — to paint 
horrible pictures of the degradation which will 
ensue upon the adoption of certain plans. Sir, 
the gentleman need not be alarmed. No prop- 
osition, no suggestion, is made here in favor of 
the ''social and political equality of the ne- 
gro." It it proposed, for our own sakes, to 
abandon a system of enforced labor which ex- 
perience and conscience both condemn. As to 
the rest,— women and foreigners do not vote, 
but do we make ihem slaves ? Does the gen- 
tleman find himself ohliged to keep company 
with the ignorant and degraded, even of his 
own race ? Such declamations as he indulged 
in, fell, not for the first time, somewhat dull 
upon my ear ; and I dismiss such appeals as 
fitter for a different class of hearers from the 
body whom I address. 

But I agree with his conclusion, so often and 
so earnestly repeated, that we must act, fearless- 
ly and yet wisely act. We are called upon, in 
the Providence of God, to do away with a false 
and injurious principle heretofore engrafted 
upon the social and industrial economy of this 
Commonwealth, which has intertwined itself 
with many and varied in^rests and taken deep 
root with the habits of our people. It is the 
part of wisdom, it seems to me, to recognize all 
this in whatever may be done. I shall not now 
trespass upon the Convention by examining in 
detail the plans before it. Direct compensa- 
tion to the slaveholder, however just and de- 
sirable for the State to make, we know is im- 
possible. We must act in view of the largo- 
interests at stake, and in the present unavoida- 
ble condition of slave property, if the labor of 
his slaves can be secured to him under proper 
restrictions, for a time, he may at least receive 
it as a choice of evils. For the sake of the 
slaves themselves^ few of whom are probably 
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DOW fitted for entire freedom and self-depend- 
ence, I am in favor of a system something like 
apprenticeship, which shall still require them 
to work, but during which their personal rights 
shall be protected and the opportunity given 
them to prepare for their change of condi- 
tion. I am glad to see that my friend from 
Pike (Mr. Henderson) advocates this feature. 
I have been surprised at the opposition which 
it encounters. As yet, I have not beard one 
tangible reason set forth against it. I earnestly 
trust that gentlemen will either adopt it or give 
m good reason for its rejection. 

As to the time when emancipation shall take 
effect^ 1 am strongly opposed to any such de- 
lay as that proposed by the committee— 1876. 
The gentleman from Livingston, in advocating 
that date, thought that if the slave knew he was 
to be free in 1870, he would not wait that long, 
but run away. Will he wait any more patient- 
ly for a freedom six yeart further off? If, as I 
hope, by a judicious system of apprenticeship, 
the industrial interests of the State shall be, 
guarded from any sudden shock, it seems to me 
altogether best for all parties that the essential 
feature of slavery — the chattel character or 
condition of the slave— should be destroyed 
without delay. The slave, then become a free 
man, would render more hopefully and more 
willingly the services required of him in re- 
turn ; and certainly it is to the interest of the 
slaveholder, if he has to give up his slaves as 
such, to consent to such terms as will deprive 
merely lawless agitators of all pretext for in- 
terfering with the rights still reserved to him. 
I ask those who are fighting for the very long- 
est day they can get to think seriously of this 
suggestion } they are pursuing, I think, a suici- 
dal policy. For these reasons, I am in favor 
of declaring slavery in Missouri at an end on 
the first day of January, 1864; but coupling 
with it apprenticeship for a term of years, 
varying with the ages of the persons emanci- 
pated, during which they shall be held to serve 
their former masters. I would require the 
Legislature to provide, by suitable penalties, 
against bad treatment on the one hand, and bad 
conduct on the other. I would give the freed- 
men the right to make contracts and hold prop- 
erty; prevent the separation of families, and 
tDcourage education of the young. These gen- 
eral views are already set forth in the resolu- 
tions I have presented. At the same time, even 
if — as I anticipate— the date I prefer be deemed 
too soon, I should acquiesce in a somewhat 
later one, so the principle of freedom to all 



men be adopted for Missouri. That step ta- 
ken, it will never be retraced. 

Is there not a profound lesson for us, Mr. 
President, in that old legend of the Sibyl, 
handed down from ancient Rome ? Long ago, 
in her very infancy, was offered to Missouri 
the precious book of the future upon which the 
promise of freedom, peace, prosperity, was in- 
scribed. In her blindness she rejected it. A 
year ago, but at a heavier cost, it was offered 
and again refused. Another year of strife and 
turmoil has passed ; and again the still more 
costly volume is presented. Who is here among 
her sons who shall still madly refuse to heed 
the warning? Sure he may be that in thls^ 
guise it will not come again. 

Mr. Long. Mr. President, I ask the indul- 
gence of the Convention for a few moments, 
in which to give the reason for the vote I 
expect to cast upon the question now under 
consideration. I shall be brief, and only ask 
this to enable me to plaoe myself properly 
upon the record. 

And I start out by saying I am opposed to 
the use of language in this debate which can 
by any reasonable construction be deemed per- 
sonal or offensive to members, either individu- 
ally or collectively. I shall say nothing in 
derogation of those in military power; it is 
unpleasant to me, for although irregularities 
will occur in our armies, I Aonor the soldiers 
who are fighting to perpetuate the liberties 
transmitted to us by our fathers — the defend- 
ers of your wives, daughters, and my children. 
I shall use no such unpleasant words as "rob- 
bers," " thieves,'* in connection with the action 
of members of this body, whilst speaking even 
upon the subject of emancipation, but will en- 
deavor to deal courteously with all questions 
and all parties. 

Sir, I have ever been opposed to the princi- 
ple of immediate emancipation, and, I might 
add, all modes for the abolishment of slavery 
in Missouri, save upon a similar plan to that 
submitted by Mr. Clay of Kentucky ; but, sir, 
I must make use of the adage, '^ circumstances 
alter cases.'' And as I conceive the circum- 
stances surrounding us now are materially 
different from those of even one year ago, I 
believe them to have become so much more 
pregnant with future evil to my native State 
and her people, that I am willing, per force, to 
make concessions now, to do all in my power 
to set this hateful negro question at rest. 
Whether our action will produce that effect, 
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or the contrary, is an abstruse problem, diffi- 
cult to solve. I am content to try the experi. 
ment, for it is but an experiment^ as the last 
and perhaps the only chance for both the peace 
of the State and the protection of the rights of 
her loyal citizens ; and when I vote for gradual 
emancipation I shall do so as a dernier reaort, 
believing it has become necessary to pass such 
an ordinance as the one submitted by the ma- 
jority committee, for the protection of slave 
owners, or do toorse. 

The institution of slavery, as an institution, 
has, to use a common phrase, '* gone up'> in 
Missouri, theoretically and practically, and 
we must now do the best we can with what 
remains. 

Mr. President, twelve months ago I voted in 
this Convention to lay upon the table an ordi- 
nance for gradual emancipation, which was 
offered by my esteemed friend from St. Louis^ 
Judge Breclcinridge. I gave my reasons for 
^at vote. I shall vote for gradual emancipa- 
tion to-day, and my constituents must judge 
the act Sir, I have been reminded by gentle- 
men, that in opposing immediate emancipation 
I do not reflect the will of the people of my 
county. In reply to which I may remark, that 
that populous county has fifteen members in 
this body, and that upon this subject they are 
divided. The immeditUes represent the Radi- 
cals, I take it, and the disproportion in this 
particular is not so great. The conservative 
portion of the delegation (I do not agree with 
my friend from the Register's office that they 
are Abolitionists) are supposed to look to the 
interests of that other portion of the loyal 
people of St. Louis county, who are unwilling 
to have all their vested rights in slave property 
suddenly taken from them. 1 place myself 
among the friends of that portion of her citi- 
zens. 

It matters not, in my opinion, however ex- 
treme or radical the people of St. Louis county 
may be in their political notions, they are, as a 
body, too honest, fair, and liberal in heart, to 
say, after mature deliberation, that from seven- 
teen to twenty million dollars' worth of prop- 
erty shall be taken from the citizens of their 
State forthwith without compensation, and that 
property, too, which the owners purchased in 
accordance with the laws of the land; that 
their vested rights in their slaves are upon the 
same footing that your right is to your horses, 
lands and moneys, each and all alike, negro 
and horse, are guaranteed to you by the con- 
stltuUons of the United States and of this State. 



Mr. President, I might have been better 
pleased with a different date than 1876 for the 
cessation of slavery in Missouri, but am satis* 
fied to accept It, because it is proposed by the 
majority report ; and hence, not to clog its 
passage, and thereby get some plan not so f air^ 
I have voted against amendments for other 
dates; it is but a comproipise upon time, at 
any rate, and I am at this time, especially 
upon this all-absorbing question, a compromife 
man. 

Sir, what was right yesterday, in a political 
sense, may be wrong to-day; and what is best 
to-day may not snit the morrow. These are 
terrible and rapid times, and we can only act 
for the bf*st, according to our consciences^ as 
the event passes before us. 

But the wise and good men of this Conven- 
tion cannot hide their prudence and good sense 
under the wild and furious passions of the 
hour. We are dealing with a great and solemn 
subject ; not with reference merely to passing 
events, but with regard to the permanent condi' 
Hon of the people of this State for all time to 
come. 

The acts^of this Convention, in this as on 
many subjects which it has dealt with, will 
form an important chapter in the history of 
this State and of the United States. We are 
responsible not only to our cotemporaries, but 
to posterity, for what we do or leave undone. 
We should therefore weigh well the vast im- 
portance of this subject. The great Benton 
said "it was a delicate subject to handle,'* and 
the distinguished Kentucky dhitor said it was 
like taking a wolf by the ears — "dangerous 
alike to hold on or to let go." 

Sir, stupendous as is the value of the prop- 
erty that is proposed to be offered up on the 
altar of peace, yet the pecuniary view of the 
subject is, to my mind, of less importance than 
the social and political changes to follow from 
this measure. 

It is idle to talk to sensible men about the 
labor ot free negroes; it is an insult to the in« 
telligence and information of the people of 
this State to tell them that a/ree negro will 
work better than a slave. What do the people 
of Illinois, whose gallantry and patriotism^ like 
that of Missouri, stand attested by every battle- 
field in this war, think of free negroes ? Her 
people, by a majority of 150,000, forbid their 
importation into tha^ State. Indiana, New Jer- 
sey, and New York, if not so unanimous, are 
equally emphatic in excluding them from their 
borders. Will any honest man say the people 
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of Missouri loye fret negroes better than the 
people of the free States? Are we to fasten 
apon the people of Missouri, and that without 
giring them a chance to vote upon the propo- 
sition, no less than one hundr^ thousand free 
negroes — one-tenth of our entire population — 
forever^ when our good neighbors of Illinois 
excludes every su^h person from her limits ? 
Is this mass of beings, <' stale, flat, and unpro- 
fitable,'* to remain here to scathe and fester in 
our social system ? 1 say no ; and in this I do 
not at all contravene the policy of the General 
Government, or even of the present Adminis* 
tratioD. 

It 18 well known that many of the firmest 
original anti-slavery men are, and have always 
been, opposed to this juxtaposition of the races, 
and among them I enumerate the elder Blair 
and both of bis distinguished and patriotic 
sons, and even the President himself, with a 
majority of the last Congress. 

The President, in several of his messages to 
Congress, urged the deportation of the blacks 
when freed, and Congress, acting upon this 
suggestion, actually set on foot an expedition 
under Senator Pomeroy, of Kansas, (I believe,) 
for the purpose of establishing a colony in the 
West Indies. 

The Administration has been occupied for 
months past in negotiating for portions of Cen- 
tral America for this very purpose, and no 
other. In addition to this, the Secretary of 
War issued an order months ago to the Fede- 
ral Commanders in Dlioois to import no more 
Jree negroes into that State, and this order is 
now in force. So if this Convention were to 
ordain that the slaves of this State were to be 
free to-morrow, no Federal officer dare take 
one of them to that State, on account of this 
prohibitory order, as well as the Constitution 
of that State. 

Certain public journals and frantic partisans 
are making quite a war of tin horns and pans, 
in the fashion of the Chinese, upon this Con- 
vention, for being too slow^ but it seems to me 
we are going a little too fast, even for these 
rapid times, in passing this ordinance, without 
providing for the removal of these slaves upon 
the inauguration of the negro miUenium, 

Mr. President, I am a plain man, pretending 
only to as much honesty and as pure patriot- 
ism, and willing to make as many saerifices 
for my country, as any man in or out of this 
Convention | and I wish not to interfere with 
patriotic purposes that move this Convention, 
but I deem it my daty to oiil»r far tha consider- 
21 



atlon of this body the following amendment to 
the proposed ordinance. Amend by adding : 

*' Provided, the Government of the United 
States shall, prior to the time this ordinance 
shall go into effect, make adequate provision 
by law for the removal of all slaves hereby 
emancipated, or to be emancipated, beyond the 
limits of this State." 

Which amendment I shall offer when the date 
shall have been agreed upon in the ordinance. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, I beg leave to 
say, that, great as this subject is, it is subordi^ 
nate, and all other subjects, to the preservaiion 
of the Union, which is my country. May God, 
in bis universal goodness, preserve it amidst 
all the wreck of revolution for me and my 
children forever. 

Mr. Howell. Mr. President : not formerly 
or at present sympathizing fully with the pol- 
icy which I apprehend will be agreed upon by 
this Convention, I had intended to content my- 
self by casting my vote on the primary ques- 
tion that might be proposed to the Convention ; 
but, as very little has been said by any mem- 
ber of this body from the northeastern portion 
of the State, and nothing by any member fh>m 
the district I represent, I think it proper to 
define my position upon this question, and the 
position of my constituents as I understand it 
firom the limited discussion and conference 
that has been had among them since the call 
for the present session of this Convention. 

Mr. President, I do not propose here to go 
into a discussion of the question of the divinity 
or the wrongfulness of slavery in Missouri, or 
elsewhere. We have the institution among 
uA; it has been brought upon us not only by 
the agency of the ancestors of the people of 
Missouri, but by the cooperation and active 
agency of the ancestors of all the present pop- 
nktion of the United States; and not only 
that, Mr. President, but, whatever the present 
feeling of the rest of the civilized world may 
be upon this subject; however intensely anti- 
slavery it may be at the present time, the an- 
cestors of the present civilized Europe are re- 
sponsible for the institution as it existed and 
does exist in all Southern States. This, sir, 
is not only well authenticated by history, bat 
it is recognized and argued out by the Presi- 
dent of the United States in his recent mes- 
sage to Congress. In that message the great 
chieftain, in the honesty and ikimess of hit 
heart, has recognized the great truth, and ttom 
his high position has attempted to obtain a 
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recognitioD of it by the American people. This 
being the case, and admitting, for the sake of 
argument, that slavery itself is wrong and del- 
eterious to our best and highest interests ; ad- 
mitting that, upon the principles of political 
economy, if Missouri could remove it, either as 
a means of keeping the State in the Union, or 
to subserve the present and the future interests 
of Missouri ; if it is removed for the common 
good, the burden of that removal should fall 
upon all, as the benefits (if we are to expect 
benefits) are to be eiyoyed by all. 

But it is stated here that, under the present 
embarrassed and increasingly embarrassed 
condition of the General Government and the 
State of Missouri, it is impracticable. If it is 
impracticable, and the removal of slavery has 
to take place, why then we must devise the 
next most equitable and fair plan by which 
justice will be done to the large portion of our 
population who will sustain an inconvenience 
and a pecuniary loss. 

The Nortliem States of this Union had a 
larger, a much more active pecuniary agency in 
the fastening of this institution upon the people 
of the South than the Southern people ever had. 
The North, in common with the South, im- 
ported slavery into this country, and incorpo- 
rated it with the social system of the various 
States. In process of time, from a negro-lov- 
ing or philanthropic consideration, they re- 
moved slavery from their limits ; but it was 
effected, in the main, by the sale of their 
slaves to the people of the Southern States. 
They have the money and the Southern States 
have the sUves. The North has invested the 
money it received from the sale of its slaves 
in internal improvements, in educational insti- 
tutions, and in the improvement generally of 
the States North, which are in the present en- 
joyment of the proceeds of the sale of their 
slaves to the people of the South. And the 
■Uveholders are now called upon in the State 
of Missouri to surrender, without any pecu- 
niary consideration, those which they received 
in consideration of the money sent to the North 
as an equivalent for the negro population. The 
restoration of such a proposition, in coming 
times, when reason is enthroned in its proper 
place, would shock the moral sense of every 
honest man. 

The (Constitution of the United States, Mr. 
President, recognizes the institution of slavery. 
This Union never could have been formed— 
the Constitution could not have been agreed 
upon, witiiout that reoognltion. It not only 
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contains that recognition and a guarantee for tiie 
slaves that were in existence at the time of ita 
formation, and the descendants of those slaves, 
but that same holy compact that I always 
looked to, and to which I look at present, as 
the sheet anchor of our safety, contains a guar- 
antee, and an invitation for the further impor- 
tation of slaves into this country twenty years 
after i ts adoption. After this statement offwctM, 
this reference to the fundamental law of the 
country, and the contract entered into, sol- 
emnly, by our patriotic fore&thers, the great 
heroes of the revolution, the architects of the 
Union and the Constitution itself, is it to be 
said that men who are still, by inheritance or 
other means, in possession of this kind of prop- 
erty, are to be regarded as barbarians, as ene- 
mies to their country ? and unless they recog- 
nize the propriety of immediate, non-compen- 
sated emancipation, they are enemies to the 
Union, to their kind and race? Such a 
charge as that, in the face of our history, in the 
face of our progress in material wealth and 
social position, requires no serious answer from 
men in possession of their reason. 

But, Mr. President, notwithstanding my ori- 
ginal sympathies on this question ; notwith- 
standing the recognition by the Constitntioii> 
in its broadest and fullest sense, of the rights 
of the slaveholder to his property, I come up 
here as a patriot — I hope as a lover of my 
country, loyal and devoted to its best interests 
— ^prepared to make some surrender of my sen- 
timents on this subject, and to concur with the 
good men of this Convention, and the patriotic 
and well-intentioned men of the State, in aome 
arrangement by which, if sUvery itself ir not 
to continue, in its violent, unlawful and rash 
removal everything else may not be carried 
along in its train. I come here in opposition 
to the radicals of both extremes in this State. 
I come here, as I have always been, in opposi- 
tion to those who would tear down the pillars of 
this fur fabric on account of a mistaken sym- 
pathy, and in opposition to those who, for the 
sake of carrying out a morbid anti-slavery pol- 
icy, would not only destroy, in my opinion, 
the Union and the Constitution, but their last 
hope of republican liberty — ^the last experiment 
of self-government the world will ever see. I 
come here, as a slaveholder, to make a sacri- 
fice on the altar of my country, for my coun- 
try's good. The decree has gone forth that 
slavery must depart from Missouri. I bad no 
doubt that that was decreed when the first gun 
was fired at Sumter ; I have never had a doubt 
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about it. I told my people that rebellion in 
Missouri would be the destruction of slavery in 
Missouri, and most probably the destruction of 
CTery thing else with it ; not only the destruc- 
tion of property, but of social rights and secu- 
rities. My predictions and those of every con- 
siderate, patriotic man, upon that subject, I 
think, in the course of the two years of this 
mnatural, unprecedented, uncivilized war, 
have been fully verified. I stand here to-day 
to meet an emergency that I bad no agency in 
bringing about; to legislate for an occasion 
that has been brought about, not only against 
my counsel, but against my active opposition 
in the region of country I live in, and in the 
district which I represent. 

Mr. President, it is urged here that the aboli- 
tion and speedy removal of slavery from Mis- 
souri must be effected for two purposes : first, 
to fix the status of Missouri in the Union, and, 
secondly, as a question of political economy. 
I recognize nothing, Mr. President, in the first 
reason ; I think, sir, that as a popular idea, in 
these revolutionary times, it has been improp- 
erly seized upon, and has had a prominence 
given to it which it is not entitled to, and which 
is false in every respect. I have travelled over 
the South to some extent ; I have relations in 
the South ; and I profess to know something 
of how the South regarded Missouri prior to 
this rebellion, and how it regards Missouri to- 
day. The South has never looked upon Mis- 
souri as part of itself, nor has it regarded sla- 
very in Missouri as a fixed fietct ; but has con- 
sidered the removal of slavery from this State 
as only a question of time ; and if the institu- 
tion of slavery as existing in this State has con- 
tributed at all to identify Missouri with the 
Southern rebellion, it has been used simply as 
a means for present convenience, and not with 
any expectation of the future destiny of Mis- 
souri being identified with the Southern Con- 
federacy. How could it be 80 ? The Southern 
people are a sagacious, thoughtful, and chival- 
rous people, that understand equally the prin- 
ciples of government and something of politi- 
cal economy ; and how could they desire the 
identity of Missouri with this projected South- 
ern empire ? Missouri would have almost as 
much exposed frontier as all the rest of the 
Southern Confederacy would have without it. 
It is a peninsula, as it were, stretching out into 
the ocean of free soil. It would be a disfigure- 
ment, a blot upon the symmetry of the geogra- 
phy of the Southern Confederacy. Not only 
so, but its divided population for yean back, 



and its present divided population upon this 
subject, would be a source of constant disqui- 
etude and annoyance to the people of the 
Southern Confederacy. There is not harmony 
amongst us, and that would not be in accord- 
ance with the spirit and policy of the South- 
ern Confederacy. But, sir, it was natural 
enough that in the struggle in which they are 
engaged, they should desire to make Missouri 
a battle-field, make it furnish tlieir forage, and 
make it, as it were, a breastwork for the 
South. Not only does the Southern Confede- 
racy not want Missouri, in my opinion, as an 
integral portion of that de facto, and perhaps 
may be de jure empire, but I hold that the 
United States have never been in danger of 
losing Missouri; they are not in danger of 
losing her to-day. There will never be a con- 
test as to where Missouri shall go ; the contest 
ijB about over, and Missouri finds herself in 
the bosom of the United States. And, sir, this 
is not only my opinion, but we have the same 
also from the distinguished citizen who has 
presided as Chief Magistrate over us for the 
past two years. He has told us that for the 
purpose of keeping Missouri in her status in 
the Union, for the purpose of having contribu- 
ted something towards the suppression of this 
unnatural rebellion in this State, against his 
taste, against his peculiar interest, he was in- 
duced from the highest sense of patriotism, to 
accept the office which was conferred on him 
with such marked unanimity, some two years 
ago ; but that tliis crisis has passed by, that 
now there is not a respectable body of men, in 
point of numbers, in arms against the Grovern- 
ment of the United States, or against the State 
of Missouri, within her limits ; that there is 
not a Confederate flag floating over the soil of 
Missouri, and that he can now surrender the 
office we have conferred upon him~and I here 
take occasion to say, which he has administered 
with so much ability and patriotism—and re- 
tire to the shades of private life, leaving the 
Convention or the people of the State to choose 
a successor. If these things are so, the pretext 
that the removal of slavery from Missouri is 
necessary to confine her within the Union, and 
permanently fix her identity with it, is false ; 
it is an insincere and hollow pretext, and I 
shall not consume my time with the further 
consideration of a pretext which has been so 
persistently urged for the abolition of slavery 
in Missouri. 

The next reason for the removal of slavery 
from Missouri is one of political economy. It 
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is not, in my estimation, one of political econ- 
omy, but one that, under existing circumstan- 
ces, is called for, for the safety and tranquillity 
of ihe State, and the people and society within 
the State, merely as a local or State question. 
Mr. President, I desire to address a few re- 
marks on that aspect of the question. 

When this rebellion broke out, as has been 
said, Missouri was a peninsula projecting far 
out into the great ocean of free soil. After 
two years of trial, of struggle, of agony, in 
this rebellion, we recognize the fact that Mis- 
souri is encompassed on every side with a broad 
margin of free soil. Not only that, but slavery 
to-day is confined to but a small portion of her 
centre, and that demoralized, and in a condi- 
tion that it can scarcely be controlled. In this 
aspect of the case, I say we are called upon to 
act 

Mr. President, our internal improvements 
that have been checked by our troubles and 
difficulties ; our bridges that have been burnt ; 
our farmhouses and our fencing that have been 
destroyed^ must be reconstructed; and the 
march of improvement, if we expect to hold a 
respectable position in the firmament of States, 
must go on. It is necessary that we have the 
adequate labor for this purpose. We must 
have labor to resuscitate our devastated coun- 
try. That labor does not exist here in the shape 
of slave labor. It would be unreasonable to 
expect it to be supplied from the slaveholding 
States. We are to remain behind, or we are 
to meet the crisis. We must have a supply of 
labor to till the fields that are now lying waste, 
to complete the system of improvements, and 
to subdue the wild lands, if we would expect to 
be prosperous in the future, and respected as a 
people and as a State. That labor is not among 
us ; and there is only one quarter from which 
we can look for it, only one source from which 
we can draw it, and that is from the non- 
slaveholding States, and from f oreigu countries. 
Experience has shown that where this institu- 
tion exists, particularly in the demoralized con* 
dition in which it now is here, we cannot ex* 
pect this supply of labor from the free States, 
or from other countries. I therefore look upon 
it at present, not as a matter of choice that we 
agree on some change in our labor system in 
the State, but as an imperious and absolute ne- 
cessity that is pressing upon us. We could not 
avoid it if we would j I will not say we would 
if we could ; but we could not if we would. 

The question then is, how is this to be efi'ect- 
ed? and I hold this is the only practical ques- 



tion for the deliberation of the people. I took 
occasion, a few days before I left my district, 
which has been regarded as one of strong 
Southern sympathies heretofore, to address the 
people of my own county, in order to present 
to them my views upon this question. I did it 
frankly and candidly; and I believe that the 
people of that district recognize the fact to- 
day as I do, and that they are willing to act 
as practical men upon the emergency that has 
devolved upon them. 

1 believe the question to-day, Mr. President, 
in the State of Missouri, is not ^^ emancipation 
or no emancipation,'^ but " how is emancipa- 
tion to be effected '' ? That is the practical 
question — for the benefit of the State, and with 
as little inconvenience and positive injury or 
wrong to the slaveholder as possible. The 
President of the United States has stated from 
his high position that he is an anti-slavery 
man ; that it would be for the best interest 
of Missouri and other border States to remove 
this incubus, as he regards it, from their midst; 
but, at the same time, he does not ^ink it can 
be done favorably and profitably in a convul- 
sive manner. He believes that immediate 
emancipation is not practical, and that it would 
not be for the interest of the State, nor for the 
interest of the United States at large. Like the 
patriots who have gone before him, where this 
institution had to be removed, he favors its be- 
ing done in a gradual and prudent manner ; and 
I think that if the people of the State could be 
caHed upon to-day, in good temper and sober- 
ness, to pass an opinion upon this quesUon, 
there would be but one expression upon it. 

There are two kinds of emancipation besides 
immediate emancipation. One has been called 
gradual emancipation; the other, and it is the 
scheme which has been reported by the com- 
mittee, is what 1 would denominate defective 
emancipation. -^ 

The House and the country appear not pre- 
pared for what is ordinarily known, and has 
been heretofore regarded, as gradual emanci- 
pation. The country appears to be settled 
down, and this Convention, so far as I know, 
into the conviction, that, instead of gradual 
emancipation, we shall have to embrace some 
system of defective emancipation — the ques- 
tion not being, as I remarked, in the estimation 
of the people of the State, nor of this House, 
a contest either for emancipation or no eman* 
cipation, or for immediate or gradual enaanci- 
pation, but what is the best time to embrace 
a defective emancipation. 
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Now, Mr. President, I am inclined to favor 
that policy of emancipation, as it has been 
forced upon the country and upon me unwill- 
ingly. 

The question is this : in reference to the rights 
of the slaveholder, who has as much right, by 
the constitution and in morals, to a slave as 
any gentleman in the city of St. Louis has to 
the residence in which he lives, and which 
shields his wife and children — the question 
is, if compensated emancipation is not practi- 
cable— and I acknowledge it is not — what is 
the proper time, with regard to the rights of 
the slaveholder, and the highest and best in- 
terests of the State, to fix upon as the inaugu* 
ration of defective emancipation 7 Mr. Pres- 
ident I am not, per m, an emancipationist ; my 
constituents are not emancipationists; they 
have always been accustomed to that kind of 
labor, to that kind of institution, and that form 
of society, but they are willing to embrace de- 
fective emancipation as the least of the evils 
that were pressing upon them and upon the 
State. The question is, what is the proper 
time ? It must necessarily be selected some- 
what arbitrarily. While there are many in 
favor of a shorter time than that designated by 
the committee, I myself, my constituents, and 
many others in the country, and in this body, 
thought a longer time would be the more pro- 
fitable policy, and would be more just to the 
slaveholder than the period named by the com- 
mittee. I would have voted for a longer period, 
but as the op^site party has reported for 
1876, as a compromise measure, and as I am a 
compromise man come here for the good of 
my country, and to sacrifice many of my long 
cherished convictions, I am willing to come 
down to that period. But, sir, without com- 
pensation, without some method of deportation, 
without some scheme to get rid of this incubus 
in the meantime, I am not willing to come to 
a shorter period. 1 cannot do it. As I have 
come to the shortest period as a matter of com- 
promise, I feel that I am entitled to ask gen- 
tlemen here, who are for a still shorter period, 
to meet me in the same spirit of concession and 
compromise. Most of them are non-slave- 
holders I it is to them a mere matter of politi- 
cal economy. With us it is a question of sacri- 
ficing dollars and cents. It is a question, to some 
extent, of protection for that which composed 
a large portion of what we rely upon for the 
subsistence of ourselves, our wives and our 
children. The sacrifice we propose making is 
something real and tangible) a something 



which, if taken away, robs and impoverishes 
us. We propose now, in a spirit of concession 
and in a spirit of patriotism, in order that a 
party, a broad bottom party, based upon law 
and order, may be built up and sustained in this 
country. I say it is in such a spirit of com- 
promise and sacrifice we propose to meet gen- 
tlemen here who have nothing to sacrifice; who 
are merely acting upon an idea, and mainly to 
subserve party purposes and party popularity. 
Will they now come up and meet us in a spirit 
equally liberal to that to which we are pledg- 
ed ? If they will not, I wish to hear nothing 
more of the want of patriotism on the part of 
the slaveholder ; I wish to hear nothing further 
of the want of fidelity on the part of slavehold- 
ers to the Union and the Constitution, and the 
best interests of the State. 

But, Mr. President; how must the scheme of 
immediate emancipation, or emancipation to 
take effect within a few years, affect the pub- 
lic interests of this State ? Tlie great struggle 
now is for the supremacy of law and order, 
and our great desire is for a r*tturn of our 
State to its normal condition of prosperity. I 
have remarked that much of the labor on 
which we have depended has already disap- 
peared. We cannot expect to replenish it 
from the slave States ; we must look to the 
non-slaveholding States for it. But can we 
look for the necessary labor to be replenished 
within a few years ? When this war was in- 
augurated, the great statesman Seward told us 
it would be wound up in ninety days. The 
ninety days passed, and then it was prophesied 
that sixty additional days would conclude the 
work. The sixty days passed by ; and we 
have now been engaged in the terrible work 
upwards of two years, and so far as I can see 
we are no nearer the end than when we began. 
Not only is the white labor of this country ab- 
sorbed in the respective armies, but now the 
Federal Government is even looking to the 
colored population of this country to fill up 
and replenish its armies to fight the battles of 
the country. If this is so, and we drive sla- 
very from among us, or by our enactments 
stultify its employment, where, I ask, are we 
to get our supply of needful labor ? A very 
large portion of those who go to fight our bat- 
tles are killed or crippled, and a still larger 
portion demoralizfcl, — as is the tendency of 
war to do. How long then, I ask, will it be 
before we can command that amount of labor 
that we are now legislating to drive from the 
State ? No man can tell how long this war is 
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going to continue, in my opinion ; and for this, 
among other reasons, it would be wise to de- 
fer the period of emancipation beyond 1876. 

We are invited to drive slave labor from us, 
to supply Its place with free white, and, as it 
is argued, more profitable labor. But gentle- 
men must be fully aware that there is no reser- 
voir of supply from which to draw, no teem- 
ing beehive at the North with its thousands 
on thousands of surplus laborers on which we 
can rely. I have held that a speedy or imme- 
diate scheme of emancipation would be unjust 
to the slaveholder j and in respect to his pri- 
vate advantage or disadvantage, it would be 
positively detrimental ; I hold further, that, as 
it respects the interests of Missouri, it would 
be bad, nay, ruinous economy, and destructive 
of the most vital interests of this great State. 

If we flood the State with a freed negro 
population by any ordinance of ours, and if, 
added to that, we include the immense number 
of negroes that are being liberated in the South, 
and now being poured out upon us, who is to 
assume the expense and responsibility of such 
a population in the State of Missouri? — a 
population composed of idlers, vagabonds, 
thieves, — a mere encumbrance upon the State. 
The Government of the United States is not in 
a condition to deport them, and Missouri is not 
in a condition to compensate her slaveholders 
for emancipation i much less is it prepared to 
deport them. If, then, there is no remedy for 
this negro inundation, — and I confess I see 
none, — will the free laborers of the North, 
even supposing there was a reservoir to draw 
from, be tempted to come to Missouri to share 
in the inconveniences, pecuniary embarrass- 
ments, and aggravations incidental to such a 
State of things ? If I thought that the State 
of Missouri would not be in a better condition 
between now and 1876, and therefore enabled 
to deport her negro population, I would vole 
against emancipation in 1876 or any other 
period, because I am utterly opposed to bring- 
ing this incubus upon our State, when it might 
be avoided. 

It is supposed by gentlemen who own large 
landed estates in Missouri, and by others who 
desire to speculate in lands in Missouri, that 
this change of our labor system will greatly 
enhance the price of land% and consequently 
large profits will be made by them. Ordina- 
rily this might be the case ; but we are not 
legislating in ordinary times. We have no 
precedent before us ; we must look at the facts 
as they are before us, and we must shape our 



policy in reference to them. If by the remo- 
val of the negroes from the State, or if from 
any circumstances free laborers are deterred 
from coming to the State, lands that are now 
under cultivation will not only become much 
impaired in value, but unimproved lands will 
become almost worthless, and a man would 
scarcely be justified in paying taxes for it. 
Possibly, in a long course of years, it may be 
different j but certainly within the time men* 
tioned in this ordinance the adverse circum- 
stances I have named would unquestionably 
prevail. 

In conclusion, Mr. President, let me show 
that I am now, as I always have been, a con- 
servative man. I have always, on principle, 
opposed extreme men, and extreme measures ; 
and I now oppose that radicalism which, with 
a zeal more commendable for its earnestness 
than for any wise and statesman-like purpose, 
. would risk the peace and prosperity of our 
State on a scheme which unsettles the very 
foundation of our social and political struc- 
ture. I warn gentlemen against sudden and 
violent changes. Who dare say that the social 
disruption in which this great nation finds it- 
self to-day, is not the legitimate fruit of radi- 
cal legislation, of sudden and violent changes 
that the people were not prepared for t Vio- 
lence begets violence. If we insist upon inau- 
gurating a change of system, at once sudden 
and violent, the revolution may come back 
upon us, — ^possibly in another form, but with 
a force equally disturbing and disastrous. The 
difference between British institutions and 
British statesmen and ours, is, that they are 
more conservative. Their institutions are like 
a government that use and age have consecra- 
ted. They hold on to the old coat, though it 
is somewhat worn. If it becomes somewhat 
threadbare and rent, they patch itj they do 
not discard it for a new garment whose quali- 
ty and power of endurance are untried. What 
is the result ? Why, to-day the British govern- 
ment is looked to as the wisest and most able 
in the history of the world, or that now exists, 
and is perhaps the only bulwark of liberty the 
world over. We, on the contrary, have been 
fickle and impulsive ; too much, I fear, like 
the French. Although we have a good coat 
on, — one that fits us when at work as when at 
ease, — if we see another, and our fancy is at- 
tracted by some real or fancied excellence, we 
at once discard the old garment withont con- 
sidering with anything like deliberation, how 
we can work in the new one, or even how we 
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can get it on. I admit, Mr. President, tliat 
laws and constitutions for a State, like gar- 
ments for an individual, may need repairs and 
renovation ; I only wish to guard against a 
fickleness and wastefulness that will both dis- 
turb and impoverish our people; against a 
suddenness of change in national affairs that 
may inaugurate disorder, when we intended it 
should be the prelude to peace, prosperity, and 
harmony. Is not this the course to which we 
are urged by our President ? The course that 
Clay and Jefferson urged ? Is it not the course 
that our true patriots, living and dead, would 
have us take ? Let us gradually accustom our 
people to the wished-for change in our social 
institution. Let us then act with a conscious- 
ness of the responsibility with which we are 
entrusted, and with a deliberation befitting 
a question, the decision of which may affect 
our people for all time to come. 

On motion of Mr. Howell, the Convention 
adjourned to 3 o'clock p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention met at 3 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. Drake, the special order 
was postponed, in order to take up Mr. Mar- 
vin's substitute to the ordinance offered by Mr. 
Gantt in relation to changing the time for hold- 
ing the election of Judges of the Supreme and 
Circuit Courts, which is as follows : 

Be it ordained by the people of Missouri^ 
in Convention assembled^ as follows : 

Section 1. That so much of the sixth and 
seventh articles of the amendments to the 
Constitution of this State, ratified at the 
session of the Legislature of 1850 and 1851^ 
as provides that the elections of Supreme 
and Circuit Court Judges shall be held on 
the first Monday in August, 1851, and on 
the first Monday in August every six years 
thereafter, is hereby abolished. 

Sec. 2. The first general election for Su- 
preme and Circuit Court Judges hereafter to 
be held under said amendments to the Con- 
stitation shall be on the Tuesday next after 
the first Monday in November, 1863, and 
on the first Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November every six years there- 
after, any law, constitution or ordinance of 
this Convention to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 



Mr. Dbakb offered the following amend- 
ment: 

^* Sec. 3. Whatever elections of judges 
or clerks of courts, and other officers, may 
now be fixed by law or by order of any 
court for the first Monday of August, 1863, 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the 
first Monday of November, 1863." 

Mr. Pipkin. I beg to offer an amendment 
Amend, by striking out « 1863," and insert 
" 1864." My object being to postpone so as 
to bring on these elections at the next general 
election. I am of opinion that our elections 
are held too frequently. 

Mr. Drake. When these constitutional 
amendments were adopted making the elec- 
tions by the people, the time was fixed in the 
odd year, to avoid the very thing which the 
gentleman wishes now to accomplish — that 
is, to keep the judicial entirely separate from 
the political. I think it is a wise policy, and 
I hope we may continue to adhere to it. 

The amendment was put to the vote and 
negatived. 

The ordinance, with Mr. Drake's amend- 
ment, was put to the vote ard carried. 

The Pbisident. The Convention will now 
proceed to the special order of the day, and 
the question is on agreeing to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Greene. 

Mr. Obr. We have changed the Constitu- 
tion of Missouri by 15 votes. I propose this 
amendment in good earnest. I do it because 
I am in favor of the Constitution of my coun- 
try. I am not in favor of seeing it overridden. 
When this Government was framed, it was in- 
tended it should take at least four years to 
change it. The gentleman from St Louis, 
without intending to accuse me of improper 
motives, says that Mr. Wright had used the 
same arguments that I used. If this means 
anything it means that I am in the footsteps of 
Wright, and that I am on the road to Dixie. I 
took the position yesterday that there was a 
difference between a people who had a govern- 
ment and a people who had none, and that the 
inherent right was in the people before they 
had a government. The people delegated cer- 
tain powers to the Congress of the United 
States, and the powers they gave they have 
not now got themielves. They delegated other 
powers to the Legislature of Missouri. Those 
powers they delegated have they now got them- 
selves? Certainly not. One of the powers 
they gave to the Legislature was to change 
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the Constitution of Missouri in a certain way. 
Now^ we claim tliat we are the people^ and 
have the right to change the Constitution. For 
US to do so would he to ahrogate all consti- 
tutional rights. It was intended that it should 
he done only hy a two-thirds vote at two con- 
secutive Legislatures. And now we come up 
here and propose to do it hy a mere majority. 
There is neither law nor reason in it 

There are two events of my life of which, 
Mr. President, I feel proud — one is voting 
against inviting the Georgia Commissioner 
here ; and the other is trying to prevent an 
unlawful change in the Constitution of Mis- 
souri, and I hope, Mr. President, to prevent 
this body from carrying out the proposed 
change. I expect to do no more important 
act in my life than to prevent this thing, 
which, if done, will bring difficulties up that 
will have to be settled when you and I are 
dead. 

Mr. Drake moved a call of the Convention, 
when 79 members answered to their names, the 
following being noted as 

ABSENT-^Messrs. Collier, Comingo, Givens, 
Gravelly, Jackson, Maupin, McFerran, Mox- 
ley, Phillips, Redd, Ritchey, Ross, Sawyer, and 
Yanbuskirli. 

Mr. Hall of Buchanan absent on leave. 

On motion, further proceedings under the 
call were dispensed with. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Orr (to strike out the first 
section of Mr. Breckinridge's amendment), it 
was negatived as follows : ayes, 36 ; noes, 46 ; 
the ayes and noes having been called for by 
Mr. Orr. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I voted against striking 
out because it would destroy the symmetry of 
the amendment ; nevertheless, I intend to vote 
against the amendment itself. 

Mr. Marvin. I move a reconsideration of 
the vote upon which the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Cedar (Mr. Gravelly) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Beeckinridob. I am not only willing 
but anxious to vote for compensation, if any 
method can be devised by which we can pro- 
ride the money necessary. 1 do not myself 
tee how it can be done ; but if it can be done, 
I am sure I shall be very glad to aid in its ac- 
complishment. But I ask for a reconsideration 
of the vote, because, as the substitute now 
stands, with the amendment of the gentleman 
from Cedar, it will, 1 think, be impossible to 
ascertain the feeling of members of the Con- 



vention in regard to (he system of apptentice- 
ship as intended to be offered in the ordinance 
I had the honor of submitting to the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Welch. I move to lay the motion on 
the table, and call for the ayes and noes. 

Ayes, 60 ; noes, 33. 

The question now being on agreeing to the 
substitute of Mr. Breckinridge, the ayes and 
noes were called for by Mr. Drake. 

Mr. BRBCKiifRiDOB. As the ordinance now 
stands, am I at liberty to withdraw it^ Mr. 
President ? 

Objection expressed on the part of several 
members. 

The President. The amendment cannot 
be withdrawn without the consent of the Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Brbckineidob. I appealed to the cour- 
tesy of the House, as I think I was entitled to 
do, to permit me to relieve the ordinance of 
certain features engrafted on it by amend- 
ments that might make it less acceptable to 
the Convention. The Convention was entirely 
at liberty to refuse. I desired a test vote on 
the system of apprenticeship. On this vote, 
this test cannot be had. I shall vote aye, not 
expecting the ordinance to be adopted in its 
present form ; but were it permitted, such 
changes, I think, might be effected as would 
make it acceptable to the Convention. 

My. Biyg ^ (in explanation of his vote). — 
While I voted against the amendment for com- 
pensation, it was by no means that I am against 
compensation if it can be made practicable. I 
am only opposed to making false promises. I 
did not think it could possibly be fulfilled, and 
therefore I voted against it. I shall vote ays 
on the bill as it now lies, knowing it will not 
pass, to express my main sentiments on tiie 
bill. 

Mr. NoELL. I had intended to vote for 
Mr. Breckinridge's substitute; but with the 
amendment attached to it, and the manner in 
which it has been attached, and believing it 
would be impossible for our State to compen- 
sate slave owners, and especially at such ex- 
traordinary prices as mentioned in the bill, I 
shall vote no. 

The vote on Mr. Breckinridge's substitute^ 
as amended, was as follows : 

Ayes, 7 ; noes, 76. 

The following members voted in the affirm- 
ative : Messrs. Allen, Breckinridge, Bush, 
Gravelly, Jackson, Linton, and McCormack. 

The question then recurred to the original 
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erdiDanee reported by the Committee on 
Emancipatioii. 

Mr. WooLFOLK. I have an amendment 
which I desire to offer. It is a new eection^ 
as follows : 

"Section 6. That at the election to be 
held for State ofiRcers on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday of Noyember, A. D. 
1864, the several clerks of the county courts, 
or, in case said clerks fail, then the judges 
of election, shall, in preparing the poll 
books for election, enter thereon two col- 
umns, one headed ^ for emancipation,' and 
the other ^ against emancipation ; ' and if 
the majority of the legal votes given be for 
emancipation, then sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of 
this ordinance shall take effect and be in 
full force ; but if the majority of legal votes 
given be against emancipation, then sec- 
tions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this ordinance shall 
be null and void ; and when the result of 
the election shall be ascertained, the Gov- 
ernor of the State shall, by proclamation, 
announce the same.'' 

I propose to submit this amendment without 
discussion. It proposes to submit the entire 
ordinance with the exception of the 5th clause, 
which provides that the General Assembly shall 
have no power to pass laws on this subject. I 
think that sufficient has been said here to show 
that this slavery agitation will never cease till 
we have had a full, fair vote upon the ques- 
tion by the people. Some have been in favor 
of an earlier date, but I am in favor of the 
election of 1864, as I think that by that time 
quiet will have been restored to the State, and 
the whole question can then be fairly discussed 
by those who will be candidates for office. 
There is an additional reason, namely, that at 
that election the members of thee General As- 
sembly and Congressmen will be elected. 

Mr. Allen. I move to strike out " 1864," 
and substitute " 1863." 

Mr. Drakb. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Livingston if he would temporarily 
withdraw his amendment to give those gentle- 
men who are in favor of early emancipation 
the privilege of proposing earlier dates, simply 
to allow the House to pass upon them. 

Mr. WooLPOLK. I would prefer this amend- 
ment being voted on now, though I very much 
wish to oblige the gentleman. 

Mr. D&AKB. As our amendments are sim- 
ply as to earlier dates, and nothing else, I feel 



it would be an accommodation if the gentleman 
from Living8t<m would permit us to try earlier 
dates, and so get them out of the way. 

Mr. WooLFOLK. Would not the same end 
be attained by voting on this amendment now? 
No, sir, I cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. Drakb. I would suggest that, instead 
of " 1868," the amendment should include the 
words ** Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November, 1868." 

Mr. Allen. I accept the suggestion. 

Mr. Mbtbr. I call for the ayes and noei. 

The vote on the amendment resulted as 
follows : 

Aybs — ^Messrs, Allen, Baker, Bogy, Bon- 
nifield, Broadhead, Bridge , Bush^ Drake of 
St. Louis, Eitzen, Foster, €fanw,^Qravellv, 
Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, Isbell, 
Jackson, Leeper, Lindenbower, Linton, 
Long, McClurg, McOormack, McDowell, 
McLean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Rankin, 
Schofield, Scott, Shanklin, Smith of L., 
Smith of St. Louis, Stewart, Walker, and 
Vanbuskirk— 38. 

Noes — Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Breckinridge, Calhoun, Cayce, Deal, Du- 
vall, Doniphan, Douglass, Drake of M., 
Dunn, Flood, Gamble, Gorin, Hall of R., 
Henderson, Holt, Hough, Howell, Jamison, 
Johnson, Eidd, Marvin, Matson, McFerran, 
Moss, Norton, Orr, Phillips, Pipkin, Pome- 
roy, Prewitt, Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, 
Shackelford of ET., Shackelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Waller, Welch, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President-— 47. 

Mr. Henderson. I learn that Gen. Scho- 
field is in the city ; I therefore move to post- 
pone the pending order, to make a motion that 
he be invited to take a seat on the floor of the 

Hall. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Henderson. I move that a Committee 
of three be appointed to wait upon Gen. Scho- 
field to inform him of the decision of the Con- 
vention. ' 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Henderson, 
Hall ofR., and Phillips. 

The question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Woolfolk, 

Mr. Allen (in explanation of his vote). — 
Seeing there is a difference of opinion In ref- 
erence to the constitutionality of our action on 
the emancipation question, I fiftvor its submis- 
sion to the people. I vote aye. 

Mr. Bush. Though I am in fevor of sub- 
mitting the ordinance to the people, I think it 
unwise to leave it till 1864. I vote no, 

Mr. Drake. It is a mighty bitter pill to 
swallow, sir; but I am determined, so far at 
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my Tote is concerned, that whatever emanates 
from this Convention shall go before the peo- 
ple for their ratification, and if I cannot get it 
in 1863 I will accept it in 1864. 

Mr. Foster. I desire to say, sir, that I can- 
not favor any scheme of emancipation that is 
not submitted to the people, thongh I would 
have desired its being done at an earlier date. 
I vote aye. 

Mr. Irwin. I think the people of this State 
do not desire to be agitated from centre to cir- 
cumference upon this question under the pres- 
ent circumstances. I vote no» 

Mr. Lebper. I am in favor of submitting 
all propositions to the people, but I would like 
to have the election in 1868. I therefore 
vote no. 

Mr. Meter. I am, like my colleague (Mr. 
Leeper), in favor of the election in 1868 ; but 
if I cannot have it before 1864, 1 vote for that. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I am in favor of submit- 
ting our action to the people, but I object to 
postponing it to November, 1864. No good is 
attained by so doing, and it only keeps open 
this eternal agitation. I vote no. 

Mr. Woolfolk's amendment was adopted by 
the following vote : 

Ayes — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bass, Bast, Birch, Bogy, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Deal, Duvall, Doniphan, Drake of Moni- 
teau, Dunn, Frayser, Flood, Gorin, Grav- 
elly, Henderson, Holt, Hough, Howell, Is- 
bofl, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Lindenbow- 
er, Linton, Matson, McCormack, McDowell, 
MoFerran, McLean, Morrow, Moss, Norton, 
Orr, Pipkin, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ray, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford 
of H., Shackelford of St. Louis, Shanklin, 
Sheeley, Vanbuskirk, Walker, Waller, 
Welch, Woodson, Woolfolk, and Mr. Presi- 
dent— 56. 

Noes — Messrs. Bonnifield, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, Bridge, gusji^ Com ingo, Doug- 
lass, Drake of St. L.TEltzen, Foster, Gam- 
ble, Gantt, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, 
Jackson, Leeper, Long, Marvin, McClurg, 
Meyer, Noell, Phillips, Schofield, Scott, 
Smith of L., Smith of St. L., and Stewart 
—29. 

The following members changed their votes 
from aye to no : Messrs. Drake of M., Foster, 
Bonnifield, Jackson, McClurg, Meyer, Shack- 
elford, and Smith of Linn. 

The following members changed their votes 
from no to aye: Messrs. Henderson and Matson. 

Mr. Henderson. I changed my vote mere- 
ly for the purpose of moving a reconsidera- 
tion. Under ordinary circumstances I would 
be slow to reflise to submit any propositten 



of this character to the people ; but I am led to 
avow, in the face of the representatives here, 
that I do not wish to present this proposition 
to the people under existing circumstances. I 
am willing to take the consequences. It is my 
deliberate opinion that the people of Missouri 
do no expect us to submit this proposition to 
them. We have had turmoil and confusion 
long enough in the State. We can adopt such 
measures as will be as acceptable as if they had 
acted. You cannot expect to get an expression 
from the people on the subject of emancipa- 
tion by submitting any particular ordinance to 
them. Those who are in favor of emancipa- 
tion with apprenticeship will vote against and 
defeat it, by combining with its enemies, by 
objecting to some particular feature. Those 
who are in favor of the report of the committee 
will vote with its opponents for the same reason. 
My opinion is, that, if you submit it to the peo- 
ple, it will either be defeated, or else you will 
bring upon the State another excitement upon 
the negro question, that will perhaps end in 
something worse than the destruction of slave 
property, and perhaps a war at the polls. This 
I desire to avoid. Already one-third of the 
negroes have gone, and if we appeal again to 
the people another excitement will ensue ; and 
I ask you, how much of slavery will be left in 
the State when the excitement is over ? 

Mr. WooLPOLK. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. My object in sub- 
mitting it to the people is to prevent agitation. 
The radical presses of the State have already 
begun to charge us that we desire to pass an 
act of emancipation without submitting it to 
the people. I want to put an end to their 
clamor. If we prolong the existence of slavery 
until 1876, and fail to submit it to the people, 
we do not suppress but increase agitation. 

Before Mr. Woolfolk had concluded. Gene- 
ral Schofield, accompanied by his staff. Gen. 
Brown, and others, made their appearance, 
when the Convention took a recess of fifteen 
minutes. During the interim Gen. Schofield 
received the congratulation of members, after 
which the Convention was called to order. 

Mr. Hall. I desire an adjournment, as we 
have arrived- at a point at which if we do not 
act with extreme caution we shall bring trou- 
ble and disaster upon the State. I move we 
ac^ourn to Saturday morning, 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Birch. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Ayes, 89 ; noes, 47. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I move to adjourn to Sat- 
urday morning. 9 o'clock. — Carried. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



259 



TWELFTH DAY. 



jBFFEBtOK CiTT, 

Saturday, June 27, 1863. 

Convention met at 9 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The journal of Friday's prbceedingB having 
been read and approved, 

Mr. LiNDENBowER submitted *^ An ordi- 
nance to provide for supplying the vacancy 
existing in the office of Judge of the Four- 
teenth Judicial Circuit," and remarked : — 
There has been a vacancy existing in the Four- 
teenth Judicial Circuit since January last, and 
no courts have been held in that circuit other 
than what have been held by the judges of 
other circuits. Our jails are filled with prison- 
ers, and business is generally behindhand. The 
Governor, I understand, is willing to fill the 
vacancy, if the Convention should sanction it. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. BooY; from a Select Committee, made 
the following report : 

'• The committee to whom was referred the 
petition from the poople of St. Francois 
ooanty, praying that an ordinance be pass- 
ed by the Convention authorizing the issue 
of Treasury warrants by the Governor, for 
the purpose of paying the Enrolling officers, 
having had the same under consideration, 
have instructed me to report the same back, 
and recommend that it be referred to the 
next session of the General Assembly of 
the State of Missouri.'' 

The report was read and adopted. 

Mr. Sat RE. I move to take up the ordi- 
nance, of which I gave notice a few days ago, 
appropriating $50,000 for the care of the sick 
and wounded soldiers of Missouri. 

I will not, Mr. President, occupy the time of 
the Houg« in urging the claims of a measure 
whose necessity I believe will be admitted by 
all. Bat I would, at this particular season, 
call attention to the situation of our troops 
before Yicksburg, as well as on the frontier. 
The weather is very warm and oppressive 
there, and our troops will be subject to dan- 
gerous diseases incidental to the position and 
circumstances in which they are placed. The 
call is eminently proper because it is urgent, 



and I hope it will be passed without oppo. 
titioD. 

Mr. Stewart. I move to strike out $50,000 
and insert $100,000. 

Mr. MxTER. I move that the subject be 
referred to a Special Committee of three. 

Carried unanimously. 

Messrs. Sa3rre, Meyer and Phillips were ap« 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Stxwart. I move that this Conventioa 
do now adjourn sine die, ^^ 

Mr. Birch. Upon that question I call for 
the ayes and noes ; so that if this body should 
so determine, we may be allowed to proceed 
uninterruptedly with our business. 

Mr. Gantt. I hope the gentleman from 
Clinton will withdraw his request for the ayeg 
and noes. 

Mr. Drakb. I shall renew it, should it be 
withdrawn. 

The result of the vote was, ayes, 16 ; noes, 70. 

Messrs. Bush and Lbepxr desired to change 
their votes firoin no to a^e. 

Mr. PoMXROT asked for a suspension of the 
special order of the day, to introduce an ordi- 
nance pertaining to the Probate Court of Craw- 
ford county ; which was disagreed to. 

The special order for the day was then re- 
sumed, namely, Mr. Woolfolk's motion to 
reconsider the vote agreeing to his amendment 
to the original report of the Emancipation 
Committee. 

Mr. Drake. I call for the ayes and noes. . 

Mr. Oaa. The gentleman from Livingston 
proposes to add a new section to the report of 
the Committee on Emancipation, submitting 
the question to the people in 1864. Now, I 
think the gentleman from Pike has made the 
most sensible proposition of any yet made by 
any Abolitionist since we met, and that is, if 
we are to abolish slavery, it is certainly the 
safest thing no^ to submit the measure to the 
people for their ratification, notwithstanding 
it has been avowed here that nothing would 
give satisfaction to the people that was not 
submitted to them. The gentleman says, in 
effect, tbey might not adopt it, after all, if we 
did ; and I think this is a very sensible conclu- 
sion to which he has come. I profess to know 
something of the will of the people. I occupy 
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a position which hrings me into contact with 
perhaps as many persons as any one man in 
the State ; and I say that there is not a solitary 
county in favor of any kind of emancipation 
that is practicable. If you could pay for the 
slaves and take them out of the State^ I think 
the majority of the people would declare in 
favor of it ; but as to emancipation without 
eompensation, there is not a county^ St. Louis 
not excepted, that would vote for it I there- 
fere think) if you insist upon passing this 
measure and thrusting it upon the people of 
the State, you had better not ask them for their 
assent. I intend to vote against any scheme 
of emancipation that can be brought up i and 
every scheme you vote for I will vote to sub- 
mit to the people. 

Mr. lawiif. I am in favor of the motion of 
the gentleman from Pike. If the emancipation 
scheme is to be submitted to the people, I think 
it ought to be at as early a date as is practica- 
ble. There is an earnest desire for peace 
throughout the State, and many slave owners 
are willing to make a sacrifice of their con- 
victions, as well as of their slaves, to attain it. 
But why should emancipation give us eighteen 
months more agitation ? If the question is to 
be submitted at all, let it be at an earlier pe- 
riod than that suggested by the member from 
Livingston. 

Mr. Bboadhbad. This is an important ques- 
tion, and I wish to call the attention of the Con- 
rention to its action, in times past, upon simi- 
lar propositions. I am, sir, opposed to submit- 
ting the action of this Convention to a vote of 
the people. You will all recoUect, when the Con- 
vention met in this hall, in July, 1861, you will 
remember that we found the gubernatorial man- 
sion vacated — the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor fugitives from justice and from their 
own State, and the whole machinery of the 
State Government completely disorganized. 
We rejoiced then, and the loyal people of the 
State rejoiced, to know that there was a body 
in existence, elected by the Union-loving peo- 
ple of Missouri, which had the power, by vir- 
tue of the authority given them, to assume the 
reigns of Government ; to restore the shattered 
fortunes of the State, and to reunite the broken 
links which had joined us to the Federal Govern- 
ment — for, sofar as tlie State authorities could do 
it, Missouri had been cut loose from her moor- 
ings in the Constitution, and dissevered her con- 
nection with the Union. That was our condition 
in July, 1861, when this Convention assembled 



for the second time, to take counsel as to what 
was to be done to save our State from disunioa 
as well as from anarchy. The Governor, the 
Lieutenant Governor, and the Legislature, 
were all disloyal, whilst the people, by the 
largest vote ever polled in the State, had pro- 
claimed their adhesion to the Union and the 
Constitution ; and had declared that there was 
no ** adequate cause to impel Missouri to dis- 
solve her connection with the Federal Union." 
A committee appointed by this body made a 
report declaring the oflSces of Governor, Lieut. 
Governor, Secretary of State, and of the mem- 
bers of the General Assembly, vacant ; it pro- 
vided that the Convention should elect a Gov- 
ernor, Lieut. Governor, and Secretary of State. 
I happened to be chairman of that committee, 
and reported the ordinance for adoption, with- 
out any proposition to submit it to a vote of the 
people ; a majority of that committee was op- 
posed to any such course, and I was with the 
majority. 

Afterwards, when the matter came up for dis- 
cussion in the Convention, another member waa 
added to the committee, and the whole matter 
was sent back to tlie committee for its further 
action. After several days of angry discussion 
in the committee, another report was made pro- 
posing to submit the action of the Convention 
to a vote of the people. I remember well the 
warm discussion we had, in a caucus of Union 
members, in the Senate chamber of this capitol, 
on the very question of the submission of our 
action to a vote of the people. I recollect well 
that my friend from Pike and myself bitterly 
opposed the submission. We opposed it upon 
the ground that it would, in its effect, have been 
equivalent to submitting an ordinance of seces- 
sion to the people. The war had then com- 
menced in Missouri, and it was not possible, as 
we thought, to get a fair vote upon the propo- 
sition, even if it were a question proper for 
submission. Had we done so at that time, 
without any restrictions as to the right of vo- 
ting, we did not know but that the whole action 
of the Convention would have been voted 
down, which would have been equivalent to 
reinstating Jackson in office, and committing 
to him and his co-workers in treason the gov- 
ernment of the State. 

The gentleman from Clinton was urgent, as 
he is now, for submitting the action of the Con- 
vention to the people. He wished the vote 
brought on as early as September, 1861. We 
discussed the matter night after night in cau- 
cus, and finally, as a compromise, we consent- 
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ed, as a compromise, to submit oar action for 
the ratification of the people on the Ist of No- 
Tember, 1861. I was fully satisfied then, as the 
Convention afterwards became satisfied, that a 
fiiir Tote could not be taken in the then disor< 
ganized state of public aflOiirs ; the military 
power of the Federal Government in the State 
was, at that time feeble, and Missouri was sub- 
ject to a rebel invasion from Arkansas and 
Texas, which invasion, in less than a month 
afterwards, took place, under the lead of Gen. 
McCuUough ; and there was besides a sufiicient 
number of armed rebels within the State to 
have controlled the election, and restored Jack" 
son to authority. The history of events proved 
that Gen. Price was investing Lexington, on 
the Missouri river, at the very time when the 
gentleman from Clinton proposed to bring on 
the election. I, however, yielded, and con- 
sented to vote for the submission, on condition 
that Hie election should be put off till Novem- 
ber, believing at the time that the Convention 
would feel compelled to rescind its action in 
some form or other. 

The Convention met again in October, 1861. 
That part of the ordinance providing for a vote 
of the people in November was repealed, and 
the time for election postponed till August, 
1862. The Convention met again in July, 
^1862, and even then was not satisfied that there 
could be a full, fair and free vote of the people of 
the State upon its action, and rescinded that part 
of the ordinance entirely. So that no part of 
its action has ever been submitted to a vote, as 
it never ought to have been. The ground as- 
sumed by the committee, in its first action, was 
the true ground, — the Convention was the only 
organized body in the State that was constitu- 
tionally competent to represent the body poli- 
tic, and carry on the operations of the State 
government, and prevent Missouri from being 
dragged out of the Union, and it was its duty 
to do so fearlessly and independently. The 
executive officers of the State government had 
been chosen for four years ; they turned them- 
selves out of office by their own acts ; it be- 
came our duty to fill the vacancies thus crea- 
ted, and put the machinery of government in 
motion again. We did so by the establishment 
of a Provisional Government. If we had the 
power to do anything at all in this respect, we 
had the power, and it was our province, in the 
establishment of the Provisional Government, 
to fill the vacancies for the balance of the time 
^ till the 1st of August, 1864. The loyal people 
of the State approved our action, and Union 



men everywhere applauded the deed. We 
formed a nucleus around which loyal mea 
could rally ; we gave shape and form to the 
Union sentiment of the State ; we gave the au- 
thority of legal forms where there was none — 
something o order where all would have been 
chaos and confusion. From this order came 
strength ; drooping and desponding patriotism 
was revived ; Missouri was put in unison with 
the Federal Government; State organization 
reached where the power of the Federal Gor- 
emment could not go, and the combined ef* 
forts of the two saved Missouri to the Union. 

If we deserve any credit for this, let others 
speak our praises ; it does not become me, as 
a member of this Convention, to do so ; bat if 
we had yielded to the clamors of demagogues 
we could have accomplished but little. 

In 1861, when this question was up before 
the Convention, one of my then colleagues 
from St. Louis ( Mr. Wright) took the same 
ground that is now taken by the gentleman 
ftom Greene, (Mr. Orr). He resorted to the 
same clap-trap argument, perhaps with a dif- 
ferent purpose ; though of this I am not so cer- 
tain, for the purpose of Mr. Wright was to de- 
feat the action of the Convention then, and the 
purpose of the gentleman from Greene is to do 
the same thing now. I took the same ground 
then in reply to Mr. Wright which I take in 
reply to the gentleman fi-om Greene to day. 

The act of the Legislature providing for a 
call of the Convention declares — 

" Section 10. No act, ordinance or resolution 
of said Convention shall be deemed to be valid 
to change or dissolve the political relations of 
this State to the Government of the United 
States, or any other State, until a minority of 
the qualified voters of this State, voting upon 
the question, shall ratify the same." 

This is the only provision of the law requir- 
ing a submission of the action of the Conven- 
tion to the people. The people have thus said 
to us, in reference to the question of submitting 
our action to them, that only in case of the 
passage of some ordinance or resolution pro- 
posing a dissolution of the Union do they re- 
quire it. Those who placed us in office have not 
asked it nor required it ; and, indeed, I believe 
it is not denied that our action would be valid 
with its submission to a vote of the people. 
Then why should we submit it, any more than 
the Legislature should submit a law passed by 
them, for ratification 1 

Upon this question, I take the same ground 
now which I took in 1861. In the reply to BCr. 
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Wright, JQSt referred to, and in speaking of the 
tenth section of the act just qaoted, I said — 

" A power is given to the Convention, we 
will say, to do two things. If one thing is done, 
it shall not be considered binding nntil submit- 
ted to a vote of the people ; but the very power 
to do the other thing without requiring such 
submission gives it full validity from the time 
it is done, else the power to do it is a nullity. 

" That the people are the source of all politi- 
cal power, and that they alone can change their 
fundamental law, I admit But how do the 
people of America uniformly act 1 They do 
not, and generally cannot, make constitutions 
in mass meetings. If we look through the po- 
litical history of our country, it will be seen 
that the people always act through conventions 
of delegates chosen by themselves ; they ap- 
point agents, and those agents act for them ; 
and in but few instances has it been thought 
necessary that the acts of the agents should af- 
terwards be confirmed by them. They are the 
exceptions to the rule." — [See p. 180 of the 
proceedings of the July Session of the Conven- 
tion, 1861.] 

In these positions I am borne out by the fiicts 
of history. Since the time of the adoption of 
our Federal Constitution in 1789, a period of 
about seventy-four years, there have been many 
fimdamental changes in the constitutions of the 
different States, besides the constitutions adopt- 
ed hy the new States which have been admitted 
into the Union, and in more than three-fourths 
of those instances the action of the conventions 
which formed or altered those constitutions 
have not been submitted to the people. The 
exceptions indeed are rare, and in the case of 
those exceptions I believe it will be found that 
there was some previous condition requiring 
it, as in the case of the tenth section of the act 
of the Legislature to which I have referred. 

This mode of delegating power to a conven- 
tion of their representatives is the only reason- 
able mode in which the people can act, and this 
mode of action has become the common law of 
our political system. It is the republicanism 
of America as contradistinguished fh>m the re- 
publicanism of the old world. We pass laws 
in this way, and we make constitutions in this 
way. In ancient Rome and Athens, at one pe- 
riod of their history, laws were passed by as- 
gemblies of the people ; but they were certain 
people of the city who might easily be assem- 
bled for that purpose. But we all know that 
the pepple of Missouri could not act in that 
way. If it were possible to assemble the whole 



p<^ulation of Missouri in a mass meeting, how 
could they deliberate for the purpose of chang- 
ing any part of tlieir fundamental law ? Would 
discussion and deliberation be possible under 
such circumstances? Would not the antago- 
nistic and discordant elements collected togeth- 
er result in confusion worse than that which 
existed at the building of the tower of Babel? 
Laws and constitutions to be of any value must 
be the result of deliberation and concession. 
Every man's views cannot be carried out in 
reference to a particular subject of legislation, 
because, if so, there would be no one law for 
all. A member of a legislature or a conven- 
tion introduces a proposition, thinking, per- 
haps, at the time, that he is master of the sub- 
ject, and has all the wisdom that belongs to it ; 
but he very soon finds that he has made a mis- 
take, or that he has left out something, or that 
somebody else thinks he is all wrong. He finds, 
in short, that he cannot get what he wants ; and 
if he is a sensible man he will take the next 
best thing that he can get This is the result 
of all legislation. Small bodies of men are 
chosen for legislatures and conventions for the 
very reason that large bodies are unwieldy and 
impractical. To those bodies of men certain 
powers are delegated, and if they are not per- 
mitted to exercise those powers they become 
mere automatons. "^ 

A great deal has been said about the voice of 
the people. Now, I respect the voice of the 
people as much as any man here ; but I do not 
fear it, and this continuous clamor about the 
people is raised for the purpose of putting us 
in dread of them. I am here to perform a duty. 
I have certain powers, as a member of this body, 
which I expect to exercise upon my own re- 
sponsibility. I trust that no member of this 
Convention will be deterred from the perform- 
ance of his duty by reason of the fear of op- 
position at home on the part of the people. If , 
we are authorized to be here at all — if we are 
authorized to act upon this question at all — ^we 
ought to have the courage to act upon our own 
responsibility, and let the consequences take 
care of themselves. For my own part, I shall 
undertake to discharge my whole duty irre- 
spective of consequences to myself. There are 
some of you, gentlemen, who have shown that 
you do not fear to face the enemy upon the 
battle-field; are you not brave enough to follow 
the convictions of your best judgment, when 
satisfied that your action is for the good of the 
State, even though it should fail to meet with 
popuhir approval for the time? Suppose it 
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should result in our political sacrifice, what of 
that ? Let us be willing to accept the sacrifice. 
There is no reputation worth having that does 
not result from a sense of duty discharged. If 
by our action here we can settle this slavery 
question, and save the State from further an- 
archy, it is our duty to do so. This Conven- 
tion, in my opinion, has to act, and if it can 
pass an ordinance of emancipation, the best pos- 
sible under existing circumstances, I am will- 
ing that its action shall be final. This position 
I take deliberately, in spite of the clamor of 
demagogues here or elsewhere. I am content 
to leave my action to the judgment of poster- 
ity and to abide its decree. 

Mr. Birch. I have no desire to avoid the 
responsibility of having sedulously urged upon 
this floor and elsewhere, then and now, that 
there should be a submission of our action on 
all important questions to the source of all au- 
thority — the people. In justification of the 
course I took, I refer you to the tenth section 
of the ordinance by which this Convention was 
convened. Now, sir, I am most ready to listen 
to what the law-maker had in his mind when 
he spoke of changing the relation of this State 
to the Government of the United States, or to 
any of the States, that we should not change 
the relation of a slave State to that of a free 
State. 

Mr. Broadhbad. What has this to do with 
the relation of this State to the Government of 
the United States? 

Mr. Birch. The relations of a slave State 
to the Government of the United States are 
written down in the Constitution of the United 
States. The Union would never have been 
formed without certain guarantees to slave 
property, and power to rechiim it ; and I, sir, 
settled in this State as one knowing that I 
had that constitutional guarantee of the United 
States, and of this State, that I never should 
be divested of that property without a two- 
thirds LegisUture vote, confirmed by a two- 
thirds vote of the succeeding term. I therefore 
understand that the committee who reported 
this ordinance expressly had in view the rela- 
tion of this State to the Government as a slave 
State, and that she should not dissolve her rela- 
tion with the Federal Government, or change 
the relation of this State as a slave State, with- 
out such action being submitted to the people. 
I believe that at least eighty of us were sent here 
as much to preserve the integrity of the slave 
States as the Union itself ; and that we can no 



more, consistently with our action heretofore, or 
with our oath, pass an act of emancipation with- 
out referring it to the people, than we could pass 
an ordinance of secession. I have voted for 
this proposition of the gentleman from Living- 
ston in all good fiuth. I believe that in sub- 
mitting our action to the people in 1864, we 
shall have reached a condition of things when 
the present complication will in a great meas- 
ure, if not entirely, have passed away, and 
when the migority of the people may go the 
polls and vote in peace. My purpose is^ when 
we have perfected this ordinance as much as 
we can, to ofler a resolution or ordinance which 
shall, at the very first election after the resto. 
ration of peace, give the people an opportunity 
of voting, in separate columns, for or against 
the action of the Convention, and for or against 
the constitutionality of the ordinance of eman- 
cipation. Such a course of action, it seemed 
to me, would tend to the restoration of the 
Union and the settlement of the slavery ques- 
tion at the proper time. 

The question being to reconsider the vote 
agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Woolfolk 
to the original ordinance of emancipation, 

Mr. Drake called for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Phillips. In explanation of my vote, 
I simply desire to submit an extract from the 
speech of my distinguished friend from CUn- 
ton (Mr. Birch), as it very succinctly and for- 
cibly reflects my own views. I quote firom his 
speech of July, 1861, on a similar proposition, 
to be found on p. 71 of the Proceedings of the 
State Convention : 

"My estimate of our authority is, that, as 
representatives of the residuary sovereignty 
of the people of the State, we are competent to 
ordain anything that is not in conflict with the 
Constitution of the United States ; the people 
of the State having conferred on us all their 
power, whilst the people of the United States 
have conferred upon us none of their power." 

The result of the vote was — ayes, 61; 
noes, 27. 

Mr. Woolfolk, on leave of the Convention, 
withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. Drake. I ofier the following amend- 
ment : Amend section 2d, by striking out the 
words " fourth of July, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six," and insert in lieu thereof " first 
of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-six." 

I desire to accompany this amendment with 
a statement, which, after the most mature de- 
liberation I am capable of, 1 feel constrained to 
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make. As I took occasion to indicate on the 
first day of the session, I am for emancipation 
on the first of Jannary, 1864, with subsequent 
apprenticeship of the negroes. I offered an 
amendment to that effect, as to the date, and 
it was voted down. Only twenty of ns record- 
ed our names for it I wished that the first of 
January, 1865, and the first of January, 1866, 
should haye been offered and roted upon be- 
fore presenting the amendment now offered ; 
but I could not accomplish it : nor do I sup- 
pose it would hare ayailed anything if I had. 
I therefore now present this proposition, and 
upon the date therein named I take my stand. 
I do no expect to fall back any fiirther. There 
is a limit, beyond which, in my opinion, the 
flriends of immediate emancipation should not 
recede ; and I consider that limit fully reach- 
ed in this amendment. 

I have not adopted this limit arbitrarily, nor 
without a reason. I will not, because imme- 
diate emancipation has failed, factiously refuse 
emancipation altogether, but will still strive 
fbr it My object is, to secure it at any time at 
which it will be impracticable to undo the great ivork 
before it takes full effect, except by a direct appeal 
to the people, in the election of a new Convention, 
when the issue shall be Jtdly and fairly before them, 
distinct from, and unembarrassed by, other matters^ 
I do not intend to vote for any ordinance, 
which, before emancipation is a fixed and un- 
alterable fact under it, can, in any possible 
turn of events, however seemingly improbable 
now, be subjected to the hazard of a repeal by 
the Legislature, Any ordinance we may adopt 
becomes a part of the Constitution of this State. 
If submitted to the vote of the people, it be- 
comes so when they ratify it ; if not so sub- 
mitted, it becomes so when we adopt it. But, 
like any other part of the Constitution, it may 
be repealed by the Legislature if two-thirds of 
two consecutive Legislatures concur in passing 
a constitutional amendment to that effbct ; un. 
less this Convention should, in terms, prohibit 
its repeal in that way ; which I have no idea 
will be done. I will not consent, so far as 
my vote is concerned, that any such sunken 
rock shall be planted in the channel of the fu- 
ture, to wreck Emancipation before it can com- 
plete its voyage in safety. It is not enough 
for me that the probabilities are, apparently, 
aU against a legislative ];ppeal. I want a cer^ 
tainty so clear and impregnable, that no man 
will have a moment's doubt or apprehension. 
I want the public mind to settle down the mo- 
ment the Ordinance of Emancipation becomes 



a law, in the composed and nndoubting convic- 
tion that slavery has received its death-blow, 
and can never be revived ; and I will not sup- 
port any proposition which does not certainly 
and fully accomplish that This is the princi^ 
pie which leads me to fix upon the first of No- 
vember, 1866, as the limit of my retreat from 
my first position. 

I assume^ and am willing to take the respon* 
sibility of assuming, that under no possible 
circumstances could the present Legislature^ 
at its adjourned session next November^ be 
brought, by a two- thirds vote of both Houses, 
to propose a constitutional amendment for 
adoption by the next succeeding Legislature, 
repealing an ordinance of emancipation passed 
by this Convention | but beyond that point, 
there is no certainty. With emancipation fixed 
at a far-off' day, the word would go forth from 
the advocates and defenders of slavery, for uni- 
versal acquiescence in our action, as a settle, 
ment of the whole matter forever. The pub- 
lic mind, influenced by that word, yearning for 
repose from its long-sustained excitement, and 
unconscious of danger, might be lulled into a 
fatal slumber, from which it would awake 
some day to find that acquiescence in emanci- 
pation at that far-off* period was acquiescence 
in its final and remediless destruction. The 
friends of emancipation would sleep in fan- 
*cied security j but every man of their oppo- 
nents would be wide-awake, active, and effi- 
cient, by day and by night, till the hour for the 
blow should come. Thus, improbable as it 
may now appear, the Legislature to be elected 
in November, 1864, might, by skilfully devis- 
ed, carefully concealed, and treacherous plans, 
be so constituted as, by a two-thirds vote of 
both Houses, to propose such an amendment. 
If so, of course the same Legislature would 
repeal the test-oath ordinance of June 10, 1662 1 
and the elections in this State would, thereaf- 
ter, almost certainly be controlled by rebels 
and those who sympathize with them. And, 
as the result of that, however improbable It 
may now seem, the Legislature to be elected 
in November, 1866, might, and almost certain- 
ly would, be so composed as to ratify the Con- 
stitutional amendment proposed by the Legis. 
lature of 1864, and so repeal emancipation. I 
will not agree to run the risk of such a resvl^ 
no matter bow much it may now appear be- 
yond the range of any ordinary probability. 
I have come here to secure emancipation, if mt 
all, with assured and absolute certainty. If I 
cannot get it in that shape, I will not, by mj 
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vote^ contribute to get it at all from this 
body. 

The Convention now understands why I 
said that the date named in this amendment 
was not selected arbitrarily, nor without a rea- 
son. It was selected because it is the last 
period of time that could be named at which 
emancipation, ordained by this Conve^ition, 
would be safe against everything in the world 
but a Convention proceeding from the people 
themselves. If this body refuses to adopt that 
date, then I must decline to concur, by my 
▼ote, in any later day it may select for eman- 
cipation to take effect The question, so far 
as I am concerned, must go back to the peopUy 
who, I am well assul'ed, will take good care of 
tt. They will see that another Convention is 
elected, which will reflect their wishes. With 
this great subject once fairly in their hands, to 
deal with as they please, they will sweep away 
obstacles like cobwebs, and strike down sla- 
Tery with a more sudden blow than this. They 
would have done it ere this, but for the self- 
prolongation of this body's existence. They 
will do it speedily, in spite of this body and 
its action. 

And now I invoke every member of this 
Convention, who is really in favor of emanci- 
pation for its own sake and for the sake of 
Missouri, or who knows that his constituents 
are so, to take his stand with me upon this pro- 
position as a finality. It is the last date that 
gives us emancipation with irreversible cer- 
tainty. If adopted, it will settle the whole 
matter forever. The people will ratify it by 
their votes if it be submitted to them ; if not 
submitted to them, they will approve it in their 
judgment and their hearts, and it will stand 
fixed and immovable through all future time. 

To avoid misapprehension, I would say that 
if this amendment should be adopted, I will 
cheerfully vote for others^ incorporating in 
the ordinance a system of apprenticeship, of 
the emancipated blacks, for a period of seven 
years succeeding the first of November, 186<S. 
For the reasons stated in the speech I delivered 
here on the second day of the session, I am 
desirous that time should be given to avoid the 
inconvenience resulting from so great a change 
in our system of labor, and to prepare the 
slaves for the boon of complete freedom. I 
sow say that I am willing that that time, in- 
cluding the remaining period of slavery and the 
succeeding term of apprenticeship, should be 
ten years. If, therefore, this amendment should 
prevail, fixing November^ 1866, as the date of 
22 



emancipation, I will support a period of ap- 
prenticeship of seven years beyond that ; and 
so far as I can now see, I do not expect to con- 
cur in any longer term after the day set for 
emancipation. 

This, gentlemen of the Convention, is the 
position I have deliberately taken. How many 
more will take it with me I do not know ; but 
whether I stand alone in it, or am supported 
by others, here I must stand, whatever the 
consequences. 

Mr. BsBOKiNEiDGB. It Is well known to this 
body, Bir. President, that I introduced, on the 
first day of our present session, an ordinance 
of emancipation at an early day, providing for 
a subsequent term of apprenticeship for the 
slaves so emancipated. It is also well known, 
sir, that I opposed immediate and uncondition- 
al emancipation, as threatening ii^'ury and in- 
volving dangers to the whole people, white as 
well as black, which it is our duty so to frame 
our measures as to gpiard against and prevent. 
I desire now to repeat what 1 said in my argu- 
ment in support of the proposition I had the 
honor to submit, (for the course of my col- 
league, Mr. Drake, seems to me to make it ne- 
cessary that I should do so,) that, having de- 
termined, after much study and reflection, 
what, in my judgment, is the best plan for this 
body to adopt, and having made an earnest 
effort to convince my fellow-members of the 
propriety of that plan, I did not, by any means, 
propose to myself to adhere stubbornly to it, 
and to refiise to aid in the adoption of any 
other if my own should not prevail. I should 
esteem myself worthy of your condemnation, if, 
however deep might be my conviction of the 
proper course to be pursued, I were to stand up 
among the representatives of the people in a 
time of trial like the present, and, arrogating to 
myself all wisdom and all patriotism, declare 
that unless you will yield your convictions, and 
come to the support of my proposition, I will 
give you no aid to solve the difi^ulties that 
now surround us, nor to relieve the people of 
the State from the burdens that now oppress 
and threaten to crush them. I would not will- 
ingly assume so great a responsibility in a 
case where no principle is involved, and where, 
having determined that the principle-— emanci- 
pation — shall prevail, the difficulty is only to 
determine the method and the details by which 
it is to be accomplished. 

I came here perfectly convinced that some 
scheme of emancipation is necessary to the 
peace, tranquillity and salvation of our people. 
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This InvoIyeB principle, and I shall not, under 
anj circumstances, recede from it And I am 
glad to believe that a miyoritj of this body 
agree with me as to the necessity of providing 
for emancipation. 

I came here, also, satisfied that the best 
mode, under all the circumstances, of accom- 
plishing this object, is to provide for the eman- 
cipation of all slaves at an early day,— earlier 
than the minority of this body seem to be will- 
ing to adopt, — and, at the same time, to secure 
to the former masters the services of the slaves 
thas emancipated by a term of apprenticeship. 
By such arguments as I could command, I 
have endeavored to commend these views to 
the Convention ; and 1 am still satisfied of their 
correctness. This involves, however, only the 
policy to be adopted in securing the end pro- 
posed ; the means by which the principle, as to 
which a migority are agreed, is to be made ef- 
fective, and, as to this, I came here resolved, 
first, to make earnest effbrts to secure the plan 
I deemed best, and, failing in this, and yield- 
ing whatever I could properly yield to the loy- 
alty and wisdom of the representatives of the 
people here assembled, to labor to secure the 
best system which this body would adopt. 

I know something, sir, of the justice, wisdom 
and courage of this body, chosen two years ago 
to redeem this State from the great peril that 
then threatened it. I know how fearlessly and 
wisely it has borne its great responsibilities, 
and brought the State thus far safely through 
the dangers that surrounded it, notwithstand- 
ing all the clamor that, from time to time, has 
been raised against it. And I say to my col- 
league, that, while I do not question his per- 
sonal motives, he commits a grievous wrong 
when he endeavors to plant himself in its 
path, and avows that, while he desires eman- 
cipation, he will not modify his position in any 
respect — not by the breadth of a hair— out of 
deference to the views of his fellow-members, 
even though, by his obstinate adherence to his 
own views, he should defeat the principle he 
desires should prevail. 

For myself, I will do no such thing. I shall 
vote for or against propositions submitted to 
this body according to my best judgment of their 
merits and probable results ; but I will not, by 
blind adherence to my own preferences, peril 
the success of emancipation ; and, with God's 
help, I will not leave this body till I am able to 
say that I have voted for, and aided to secure, 
the adoption of the best scheme of emancipa- 
tion we can secure from it. 



I certainly claim no special right to give ad- 
vice or counsel to any member of this body. I 
admit the superior wisdom of many of them, 
while I yield to none in loyalty, in devotion to 
the interests of the people, or in earnest advo- 
cacy of emancipation. But I think I may, 
without immodesty, say that, in respect to 
emaScipation, after all that has occurred, I 
have some title to ofier advice, whether it seem 
worthy to be followed or not; and I shalT cer- 
tainly advise the friends of emancipation to 
follow no such counsel as that given by my 
colleague (Mr. Drake). 

I should rather say, labor for the best meth- 
od you can possibly secute. If you fiiil to se- 
cure the one you prefer, still strive to modify 
the action of this body according to your own 
convictions of the wisest plan ; and, after doing 
all you can, accept the best you can get Any 
method of emancipation adopted by this body 
is an immense victory for the cause of freedom. 
The failure to adopt any plan of emancipation 
by it, will be a most damaging blow to that 
great cause. If, after doing all that can be 
done, and securing the best attainable result, 
you still think the plan adopted will not be ac- 
ceptable to the people, and will be reversed by 
them, still you will have done your duty, and 
may safely leave the consequences to God, 
and, under Him, to the people for whom we 
act. 

I desire to guard against the unfortunate re- 
sults that will flow from our deliberations if 
gentlemen adopt tlie same policy which my 
colleague proposes for himself. I see no pos- 
sible good that can result if each member 
should set up his own opinion as the rule of 
action for the entire body, and resolve that he 
will yield nothing to the collective wisdom of 
all the rest. If that rule prevails, legislation 
becomes a farce, and our best plan will be to 
adjourn without day. 

With an earnest desire to promote the tran- 
quillity and prosperity of the State, and to save 
it from the evils which now prey upon it, and 
with a full determination to do my duty here, 
I shall make such concessions, as to matters of 
policy and detail, as may be necessary to se- 
cure the best possible scheme of emancipation 
this body will adopt; and being assured of the 
approval of my own conscience, I shall look for 
my justification and reward to the whole body 
of the loyal people of the State, and I shall re- 
turn to my constituents with perfect confidence 
that they will approve the action I have deemed 
it my duty to take. 
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Mr. McClvb«. Mr. Preaident: It is with 
the g^atest embarraMment that I rise imme* 
diatel J after the two eloquent gentlemen from 
Bt Loaisy but ask the Idnd attention of the 
Convention for about one-half hour only. 

In the matter before us^ no immediate good 
may result from anything I may say, other 
than that self -gratification which various mem- 
bers have seemed frequently to enjoy of pla- 
cing themselves properly upon the record ; bat 
I hope for more. In doing so, it cannot be 
consistently charged by those familiar with 
my antecedents, that my object is personal. I 
have never been a public man in the ordinary 
acceptation of the term. I have given but a 
passive notice to minor public affairs, until 
brought before the public by these troublous 
times. But I have endeavored to not alto- 
gether lose sight of those greet principles of 
right and justice, which should govern an indi- 
▼idual in his relations to the immediate com* 
munity in which he lives, to his State, to the 
General Oovemment, and to the world. 

Principles are undying and universal. They 
are, if correct, as enduring ts God himself, 
from whom they emanate. They are inflexi- 
ble I not to be bended into this shape to-day, 
to suit the views of this aspirant for oiEce,nor 
to-morrow into that shape, to gratify the poli- 
tical aspirations of another. It is therefore 
here, where principles are involved, that I 
wish to make a record } here, to endorse in a 
prominent place those principles that will sur- 
vive all conflicts, that will live after yon and I 
shall have been swept away by the hand of 
death, amid the shock of arms or otherwise ) 
a record that will endure after treason shall 
have been crushed and traitors shall have met 
the traitors' doom ; an inheritance prized more 
highly by me than all the wealth sinews 
bought and sold have ever earned, or than the 
fleeting honors enjoyed by flexible politicians 
— a record that unborn freemen will appre- 
ciate. 

Tou will do me the justice, I think, to be- 
lieve I am sincere, and will express the true 
convictions of my mind and feelings of my 
heart No member will be base enough to at- 
tribute to me wrong motives, unless be accom- 
panies his remarks with my declarations or spe- 
cific acts. I shall allude to the conduct of no 
one except of a public kind, and speak only of 
public acts and expressions, and from definite 
acts and language draw my conclusions as to 
Motives. I shall not say this man or that is 
Ignorant of his subject} it is childish so to 



speak. That is not an argument, and will be 
pronounced unmanly at the bar of public 
opinion, where there will be a correct de- 
cision ; while we are on the onward march of 
intelligence and morality. If I be ignorant of 
my subject, he who makes the assertion should 
prove it by making the contrary position mani- 
fest If one member presume that he can 
control tliis Convention, or the people of the 
State, and silence the voice of others by the 
dignity and influence of his position, and the 
weight of his character, then had we better 
place him in rule, and let it t>e perpetual to 
himself and his descendants. That kind of ar- 
gument will not answer. We are here as 
peers, equals in one sense, each one having the 
same right as another to be heard, and no 
man's vote counting more than that of another. 
There is here no aristocracy except that of 
mind. 

To-day, I shall express sentiments that, al- 
though a slave owner, I have entertained for 
years. I indulge feelings of gratification, that, 
as this question is forced upon us by a slavery 
rebellion, I am permitted to stand forth as one 
oi the advocates of the cause of freedom in 
Missouri. A few very intimate friends would 
testify that my present sentiments, so far as 
they grow out of reasons of humanity and 
Christianity, I have entertained for years, and 
it has astonished me in Ustening to the discus- 
sions, th|it not one either of tht present imme- 
diate, or future immediate emancipationists, 
so to speak, have alluded to the subject in this 
light, except only an allusion by Mr. Drake, 
and sentiments by Mr. Hitchcock. In past 
years, in looking forward to a period like the 
present, I anticipated much satisfaction, but 
little supposed the cup of pleasure would be 
mixed with the bitterness arising from civil 
strife. Therefore, as this question is forced 
upon us by the rebellion itself, I consider this 
one of the proudest hours of my life. Proud ? 
yes; although I stand here in a minority. 
Proud of the platform on which I stand, of uni- 
versal freedoBB — a platform sustained by eter- 
nal principles of justice and humanity. Proud, 
as an advocate of those principles that must 
universally prevail. Proud to say I am an 
emancipattonist from principle ; on the ground 
of humanity; of human rights, of morality, 
and Christianity ; as favoring the greatest good 
to the greatest number, because tending to the 
restoration of peace ) by discouraging rebel- 
lion hi removing the cause, by cutting off the 
desire of the so-callsd Southern Confederacy 
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to annex free Missouri, and destroying all hope 
among ourselves that the rebellion may suc- 
ceed to give a market for slave increase ; by 
preserving the labor of those, who^ under ap- 
prenticeship, would cause our uncultivated 
fields to yield reward to their labor, but who, 
from fear of being sold and continued in sla* 
very, in case of emancipation at a distant day, 
will leave the fields of slave Missouri to pro- 
duce thorns, in order to breathe the free air of 
Kansas, and aid that State to outstrip us on 
the west, in population and wealth, as Illinois 
is doing on the' east 

While it is acknowledged that actions are 
sometimes induced by corrupt motives, it is 
not only our legitimate, but necessary duty, 
as public servants, to investigate the conduct 
and declarations of others, and place them in 
such position, that the true light will enable 
the public to approve or condemn. 

Mr. President, I oppose the ordinance for 
immediate emancipation in 1876, so to speak, 
because we have come together under extraor- 
dinary circumstances, for an extraordinary 
object, in answer to an extraordinary call — 
when not expected or desired by the people, 
when not intended or desired by the minority 
of this Convention, when not designed by the 
Governor, that we should be the instruments 
for the removal of the curse of slavery. The 
scheme, therefore, conceived is not what the 
people want and demand, and not what the 
good of tb« country requires. Under what 
circumstances have we been called ? While 
our country is in a state of war, as but too 
well attested by the drapery of mourning 
throughout the land ; while our State is labor- 
ing under the effects of civil war, stagnant 
commerce, unproductive mills, uncultivated 
fields, and deserted homes; while conflict- 
ing views and feelings are causing those 
of the same blood to be arrayed, one 
against the other j while one portion of her 
citizens are laboring to place her in such 
position that a so-called Southern Confed- 
eracy will no longer wish for her annex- 
ation, and another to continue in existence 
an institution that all sane men now acknow- 
ledge to be the cause of this rebellion, and of 
the continuance of the conflict on Missouri 
soil i we are called at a time when such a con- 
dition of our country exists as never before ; 
when the feelings of the people are aroused as 
never before on the subject of this rebellion ; 
when the determined are becoming desperate, 
and declaring that forbearance is no longer a 



vhrtue, and demanding the destruction of trai- 
tors, and the removal of all obstructions to 
peace and prosperity; when the moderate 
each day are becoming more violent and de- 
termined to throw off their former tacit sub- 
mission to the rule of the few, who are blind 
to the interests of the many ; when the few, 
who have aristocratically ruled, are becoming 
alarmed lest even the relics of their departed 
greatness may dlsapear. It is at a time when 
the loyal masses, the bone and sinew of the 
State, have succeeded in making themselves 
heard in the declaration that they will no lon- 
ger protect the remains of one rapidly expiring 
interest of a few, to the manifest destruction 
of all the substantial interests of the many ; it 
is at a time when the masses are becoming rad- 
ical and determined to uproot disloyalty and 
all that sustains it, even slavery. 

Mr. President, we are called for an extraor- 
dinary object — " to act on the emancipation of 
slaves, and such other matters as may be oon- 
nected with the peace and prosperity of the 
State." When convened at a time of war, 
when each succeeding breeze is expected to 
bring to our attentive ears the noise of camion 
and the report of musketry ; when convened 
in pursuance of a call, made 15th April last — 
at a time we were threatened with invasion, and 
the deluded adherents oi Price were betaking 
themselves to their hiding-places throughout 
all parts of the State for their atrocious purpo- 
ses — one would suppose the object would have 
been to devise some new measure to repel in- 
vasion, or some new plan for destroying secret 
enemies ; but we are called to act on a subject 
— ''the emancipation of slaves" — that might 
have engaged the attention of the patriot and 
philanthropist ever since the earliest days ol 
our Commonwealth. This field has been be- 
fore us our whole past lives, but until lately 
could not be trodden by the sacrilegious foot of 
a plebeian. Now we are invited to enter it 
For forty years it has been almost unmarked 
by footprints ; but now the gates are open, and 
we are required to enter upon the before conr 
secrated ground. The object is extraordinary 
-^'^ to act upon the subject of the emancipation 
of the slaves." The obiect is not more extra- 
ordinary than the language expressing it, — 
** and such other matters as may be connected 
with the peace and prosperity of the State." 

It is only necessary to direct attention to the 
author of this language of our respected Gov- 
ernor, which I will do more fully after a wliile^ 
and to the words themselves, to see their extra- 
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ordinaiy nature and significance : " Such other 
matters connected with the peace and prosper- 
ity of the State." What an important admis- 
sion, coming from the high source it does, that 
slavery, against which the author of this lan- 
guage, less than four months before using it, 
said he had " no prejudice," is one "matter" 
connected with the peace and prosperity of the 
State 1 Is it not an admission that the institu- 
tion of slavery, which has lain upon the peaceful 
bosom of the State for forty years, had been 
discovered to be prejudicial to her permanent 
peace, and detrimental to her true prosperity 1 
There can be no other interpretation. What a 
commentary is this in itself, when we consider 
the high source from which it emanated, the 
time of excitement and general apprehension 
when it issued, and when we compare with it 
the language of the same author, June 18, 1862, 
which was virtually an invitation — an argu- 
ment — ^to the Convention not to act upon the 
same subject. That language is this, " If the 
Convention, assembled from all parts of the 
State, is satisfied that in tlie present condition 
of the public mind, any proposition upon the 
subject of emancipation would produce excite- 
ment dangerous to the peace of the State, (the 
same word 'peace^,) the statement of that as a 
reason for declining to act upon the oflbr of the 
Government ought to satisfy every person that 
such declension is not intended as any disre- 
spect to any other body or officer." Also, " If, 
in tiie understanding of the Convention, it was 
not contemplated by the people when electing 
this body that it should ever act upon the sub- 
ject of slavery in the State, and therefore such 
action would be improper, there can be no ob- 
jection to assigning that as a reason for ab- 
staining ftt>m action upon the suly'ect, and 
leaving it for a different body." 

Mr. President, we are convened under an ex- 
traordinary call; not because this Convention 
has not the power to act upon the sufcj^t of 
emancipation, but, in the first place, because 
the same Governor who made tiiis call, in his 
menage to this Conventidn, on the 18th day of 
June last, in defining the correct doctrine, as 
he was not ignorant of the subject, used the 
following language: "In theory, conventions 
are understood to possess all political power, 
but in actual practice they confine themselves 
to the measures upon which the people, at the 
time of their election, expected them to act 
When this Convention was chosen, the subject 
before the public mind was the relations be- 
tween the State and the General Government." 



" When, then, it is asked to entertain a proposi- 
tion which is to effect a radical change in the so- 
cial organization of the State, it is well warrant- 
ed in declining to act upon the proposition 
(meaning emancipation) upon the ground that 
the people, in choosing the Convention, never 
intended, or imagined, that the body would un- 
dertake any social revolution wholly uncon- 
nected with' the relations between the State 
and the General (jk)vernment." 

Mr. President, mark the language, — ^the peo- 
ple never imagined that this Convention would 
act upon the subject of sUvery. This Unguage 
is from the Governor, who lays down the doc- 
trine that Conventions, "in actual practice," 
confine themselves to the measures upon which 
the people elected them. This same Governor 
has called this same Convention to act upon 
the subject of slavery, which it was not im- 
agined, as in his language, they should act. 

Secondly, sir, this is an extraordinary call, 
because it is convening the same body, who, 
on the 14th day of June last, on the subject of 
the proposition contained in a joint resolution 
adopted by Congress, and approved 10th April, 
1862, giving lUd to a State that should adopt 
the abolishment of slavery, declared, in a res- 
olution, that "a majority of the Convention 
have not felt authorized to take action with re- 
spect to the grave and delicate question." Not 
authorized, of course, for the veiy reasons de- 
signated by Gov. Gamble in .his message the 
day previous, — ^because the people had not im- 
agined they would act upon the subject 

In the third place, tliis is an extraordinary 
call, because this same Convention, on the 6th 
day of June, 1862, by a vote of fifty-two against 
nineteen, refused to entertain "An ordinance 
to provide for submitting to a vote of the peo- 
ple of Missouri certain amendments to the Con- 
stitution, and a scheme for the gradual eman- 
cipation of sUves," when that scheme was 
merely that those bom in slavery after the first 
day of January, 1865, should remain in sUvery 
until arriving at the age of twenty-five years, 
and no longer, unless sooner removed from the 
State. We all well remember the wild scene 
of confrision produced in this Convention by 
the introduction of that ordinance of emanci- 
pation, so gradual, at that time, so wise, so just 
and humane, so fi&r as it went We remember 
we were informed by various members, that 
the subject had not entered into the canvass in 
their respective districts, And that therefore we 
should not act Such was doubtless true with 
regard to the whole State. In the excited re- 
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marks attending the immediate action, (which 
cut off discussion,) we were told by an honor- 
able member that the question "inyolyed so 
many erils that it is our duty to use all our in- 
fluence, here and elsewhere, to prerent the 
agitation of that question ;" and, by another, 
we were asked, with no priyilege of replying, 
" What reason exists ^at, at this particular 
moment, the measure must be thrust forward 
to divide and distract the friends of the Un- 
ion 1" 

We might, with propriety, now ask what 
was there peculiar in the condition of the coun- 
try then that does not now exist, which should 
have caused alarming excitement at the pre- 
sentation of so humane and so gradual a plan, 
when that plan was to have been submitted to 
a vote of the people at the general election in 
the fall of 1864 ? There was nothing. It were 
wisdom to haye passed that ordinance ; to have 
allayed the storm ; to haye caused the troubled 
waters to subside ; and, as I belieyed then it 
was self-eyident, and so do now, I might there- 
fore ask, were the remarks of the gentleman 
quoted not made, not from fear of excitement, 
but from fear that the cherished institution 
might be disturbed— but from the fear that the 
interpretation might be giyen to the hand- 
writing upon the wall, and to negro aristocracy 
it might be said, *<Grod hath numbered thy 
kingdom and finished it"1 I might ask of 
those who haye heretofore recdled at the ap- 
proach of this subject— those whose affections 
have been entwined around the institution by 
association, and interest, and education — what 
is there now that did not exist in June, 1862, 
to cause them to loye the institution less, or 
their Goyemment more ? 

I may then, Mr. President, yery properly 
ask, are we — many of whom loye the institu- 
tion of slayery to such a degree, that, in flee- 
ing from the curse that must ineyitably fall 
upon us if we remain with it, we would ven- 
ture to look back, to cast at least one look of 
fond remembrance upon the fair valley in the 
distance, containing the object of our affec- 
tions, at the risk of turning to pillars of salt— 
the proper ones to put the power we possess 
into " actual practice"? Would we be expect- 
ed to hasten the death of the condemned crim- 
inal ? or would we more naturally be expected 
to administer antidotes to counteract the effect 
of poison already Administered ? Is a friend 
made the wilHog executioner to bring down 
the knife upon the neck of the beloved but de- 
voted victim? Are friends more inclined to 



look complacently upon the emaciated counte- 
nance of a loved one when the eyes are aasum* 
ing the glaring fixedness of death, or to admin- 
ister stimulants to revive the vital energy? In 
other words, is it not the object in calling the 
Convention, to have antidotes and stimulants 
administered that the life of slavery may be 
prolonged to as remote a period as possible? 
According to all analogy it is so ; indeed, there 
is reason to fear that the object may be to re- 
suscitate and restore to full vigor this institu- 
tion, by passing a system of immediate eman« 
cipation to take effect in the future, and by a 
repeal of the ordinance placing restrictions on 
the right of suffrage, and submitting the ques- 
tion of emancipation to the people after the 
rebels shall have returned from the army and 
bushwhackers from the brush, to become vo- 
ters against it $ thus defeating all schemes, and 
placing in power by rebel votes those of kin- 
dred sympathy ; thus outraging the rights of 
a loyal constituency throughout the State. 
Have not such threats been made on this floor? 

A large majority of the members of this 
Convention are slaveholders and proslavery in 
their feelings. This will scarcely be doubted. 
It has been here stated and not contradicted. 
How many are emancipationtsta from princi- 
ple ? How many of us are prepared to look 
at the questions involved in an emancipation 
scheme, from the high standpoint of human 
rights and morality? How many of ua hav« 
said, as did our distinguished christian Gover- 
nor, we ** have no prejudice against the instU 
tution^'j meaning thereby that those oppoaed 
to it are prejudiced ? How many of us have 
said, in the language of a distinguished mem- 
ber and emancipationist, ^^we have on this 
subject no sickening sentimentality"? Can 
we truly reflect the feelings and sentiments of 
the people ? Have we thus far in our debates? 
No. Have they called upon us to remove what 
they believe to be a curse, when we believe it 
to be a blessing? Are we the proper ones to 
prepare the way for the freedom of those we 
believe were bom td be enslaved ? to promote 
the welfare of a race that many of us denom- 
inate brutes ? 

In the f ourtti place, Mr. Preiident, this is 
an extraordinary call, because it has not been 
made by a true friend of the cause of emanci- 
pation, but a friend of slavery. This may be 
a bold assertion, coming from one so humble ; 
but, humble as I am, I can say, I ask no fur- 
ther than I am willing to extend, no man's fa- 
vor, and I fear no Hum's frown, especially 
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when I know I ifand on the same platform that 
supports freedom, that of truth and justice, 
and which will he upheld hy a free and loyal 
people. I say he has not kept pace with the 
great mor^l reform that has heen rapidly pro- 
gressing^ on the subject of slavery ; that he has 
not known how to eradicate from his breast 
those feelings of slave aristocracy he inherited 
in Virginia, and which have grown with his 
growth, and strengthened with his strength, 
until he can declare, in the face of enlightened 
Christianity, to the world, in this latter half of 
the nineteenth century, that, <'as he has always 
lived in slave States, he entertains no prejudice 
against the institution.'^ I ask, is this a day 
when we are to act from prejudice on this or 
any other subject ? Are we to look at import- 
ant questions involving the life of the State and 
Nation agreeably to our prejudices, or should 
it be in the view of enlightened reason ? If 
Gov. Gamble look not at this question with a 
prejudiced eye, I ask to be pointed to one ex- 
pression on the subject of slavery showing an 
enlarged, patriotic, philanthropic, christian 
view of a statesman. I defy yon. Here, to our 
venerable and christian Governor we could 
confidently turn our anxious eyes for some 
lofty and ennobling sentiment on the subject, 
upon which to fasten our hopes in the dark 
hours of gloom, but none can be found. At 
the first session of this Convention we adopted 
his report as Chairman of the Committee on 
Federal Relations, and, in the then excited 
condition of the country, waived the objection 
that while it contained censures for the North, 
it spoke in sweet terms to the South, inform- 
ing them that it was not politic for Missouri 
to go with them. But when we glance our 
eyes a little further, down to the time when in 
one of our darkest hours all eyes were turned 
to our present Grovernor, and on him all Earth- 
ly h^pes then seemed to centre as on one who 
should take the helm of our ship of state and 
guide her safely through the breakers, what is 
one of bis first acts when slavery was the 
acknowledged cause of trouble? Was it to 
recommend a judicious system for its removal, 
to cut off the hopes of the secessionists? No. 
It was, on taking his position as Provisional 
Governor, this declaration : ^ The choice thas 
made of a temporary Provisional Government 
will satisfy all that no countenance will be 
afforded to any scheme or to any conduct cal- 
culated in any degree to interfere with the in- 
stitution of slavery existing in the State. To 
the very extent of executive power that in- 



stitution will be protected.'* Mr. President, 
mark the language — ^no countenance to any 
scheme.'' Now we are calle^ to act on a 
scheme of emancipation. Have we not reason 
to fear that now "protection" is intended to 
the very utmost of executive power and pat- 
ronage ? 

Again, at the October Session, 1861, no 
scheme was recommended by the Governor, 
although our generals were beginning to deal 
blows at this support of the rebellion. 

Again, he is not a friend, as seen when we 
pass on to the June Session, 1862. Failing io 
recognize unmistakable indications of public 
sentiment, demanding some action for the re- 
moval of the curse, or showing to the world 
the ultimate free destiny of Missouri, he failed 
to utter one word on the subject in his message 
of June 2d, 1862, and failed as the chief exec- 
utive of the State to pay even a hasty passing 
notice of respect to the proposition of the Pres- 
ident and Congress on the subject of emanci- 
pation, although he alludes to troops having 
visited our State having feelings hostile to ou'' 
institutions} and on the 13th day of June, he 
only requested a respectful refusal to act, af- 
ter expressions of public censure, and the 
rejection of the Breckinridge ordinance in a 
manner so summary as almost to imply insult. 

Again, Mr. President, as no adequate cause 
is assigned for the call of this body, which has 
heretofore summarily repudiated the scheme, 
is there not reason to fear that the call is made 
by a professed friend who has a dagger con- 
cealed ? I say, no satisfactory reason given. 
To be sure it is said ** the General Assembly 
clearly indicated a wish that the Convention 
should be called together.'' Were that the case 
I would not hesitate, but favor the best scheme 
brought forward. But I have seen no expres- 
sion of such indication, and none such can be 
pointed out. Where is the resolution to that 
effect? where can it be found? what is the 
language? what (he words of the preamble? 
If a minority can express the wish of the 
Legislature, then was that expression given 5 
but, according to the old democratic princi- 
ple, "the majority rule," the opposite is true. 
An attempt was made, but failed. 

In March last, I was asked by the Govei^ 
nor my opinion, as a member of the old Con- 
vention, as to whether it would act on the 
subject of emancipation if the Legislature 
would indicate Its wish that it be called for 
that purpose. I gave it as my opinion that 
it would pass, In that case, some kin4 of an 
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emancipation ordinance 5 that such an expres- 
sion from the Legislature fresh from the peo- 
ple^ after the discussion of that question, would 
cause the Convention to feel authorized, and 
that r favored some action on the subject $ that 
if we could not take two steps, we could take 
one ; that some move should be made in the 
right direction. The Hon. James O. Broad* 
head came in about that time: his opinion was 
substantially the same. We retired with the 
understanding that the sentiments of the mem- 
bers would be ascertained. In a few hours 
thereafter I was informed that about fourteen 
had been consulted, and that twelve were op- 
posed and two favored the old Convention. 
There the subject ended so far as I had any- 
thing to do or say on the subject. I believe 
all the expressions of a public kind, in or out 
of the Legislature, have been in opposition to 
the old Convention, so far as I can tee. 

Again, that the Governor is not a friend of 
emancipation, but of slavery. I will allude to 
a meeting in St. Louis on the 12th day of Jan- 
uary, 1861, at which Gov. Gamble was one of 
the orators, and at which a resolution was 
adopted containing these words : '^ That the 
possession of slave property is a constitutional 
right, and as such ought to be ever recognized 
by the Federal Government; that if the Fed- 
eral Government shall fail and refuse to secure 
this right, the Southern States should be uni- 
ted in its defence, in which event Missouri 
will share the common duties and common 
dangers of the South.'' 

In the^ fifth place, this is an extraordinary 
call, because it is in direct opposition to the 
Governor's doctrine as before set forth, and as 
m another place distinctly declared by him in 
relatioQ. to the election of members of Con- 
gress. In his message to this Convention June 
2d, 1862, he says, ^* it is altogether questiona- 
ble whether our plan of electing members of 
Congress, some sevtuteen months before they 
ordinarily take their seats, is wise. In times 
like the present, when new and startling ques- 
tions are frequently arising, the representative 
who may be elected in August, 1862, may 
find all the questions with reference to which 
he was elected, settled when he takes his seat 
in Deeember, 1863, and that new and more 
momentous issues have arisen since his elec- 
tion upon whioh his constituents have not ex- 
pressed their will.-' Mr. President, may we 
not coBsistently ask, has a new question arisen 
since the election in February, 1861, of the 
members of this Convention ? Is it not alto- 



gether questionable, whether the plan of elect- 
ing members to the Convention, some twenty- 
eight months before taking their seats, to act 
upon a new and momentous issue? 

Sixthly, this is an extraordinary call, be« 
cause it is a notorious fact, If public prints 
be true, that some members of this Conven- 
tion do not reside in their districts. They 
have not consulted their constituents on this 
momentous question, and cannot be supposed 
to truly represent their wishes. Why have 
they not ? If we can believe the public prints 
as correctly publishing reports of meetings, 
it is because the loyalty of the members is 
questioned by their constituents, and there- 
fore it is not safe to visit them. 

Mr. President, for these reasons I contend 
that this Convention should not adopt the 
emancipation ordinance reported by the Ma* 
jority Committee 5 better that a new Conven- 
tion should be called to act expressly upon 
it The issues, then, having been presented 
to the people, and discussed in fair and manly 
debate, delegates will come here truly reflect- 
ing the wishes of their constituents. No 
member here present will offer to contend that 
we can now reflect their will upon this mo- 
mentous subject. The opposition will certain- 
ly not show the weakness of their cause, or 
virtually acknowledge i^ by objecting to dis- 
cussion : if slavery have anything to recom- 
mend it, we want the people to see it We 
would then have no objection to any present 
member of this Convention being returned, 
as a convert or otherwise, if his constituents 
will send him. To be sure, we would prefer 
them converted, or even politic j for they may 
rest assured polLic men might as well at once 
adopt radicalism, and aid in removing from 
our Statute Book and State Constitution the 
libel upon our United States Constitution,,thai 
'' all men are created equal," and that '^ lib- 
erty is an inalienable right." The people are 
becoming radical on the subject of rebellion 
and slavery. The radicalism of to-day is but 
the moderation of to-morrow, 

I wish it understood that I do not charge the 
Governor with insincerity or duplicity. I think 
he is plainly, boldly, carrying out a policy con- 
sistent with his principles which he has not at- 
tempted to conceal. He has acted openly; and 
why ahut oar eyes so as not to perceive the at- 
tempt to preserve the object of afifection as long^ 
as possible ? I have mentioned facts, and have 
quoted language, and if I have not drawn cor- 
rect inferences I think nothing can be inferred 
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from language ; if I have, I am jastifled by 
using pnbGc property in a public manner ; and 
it will remain to be seen whether the public 
approve or condemn. 

The people, at last, have to decide, and why 
deceive ourselves ? Surely, we will not refuse 
to submit to the vote of the people any action 
we may take for adoption or rejection. Here, 
suffer me to explain, before I proceed to the 
dose of my remarks, the reason why, a few 
minutes since, I voted to reconsider the vote 
on Mr. Woolfolk's amendment to submit the 
ordinance to a vote of the people in November, 
1864 : I did so that I may have an opportunity 
to vote for submitting it in 1868 to the people. 

I wish to impress upon the minds of mem- 
bers the very weighty argument advanced by 
the gentleman from Shelby (Mr. Irwin) in fk- 
vor of an election at a day in the approaching 
fall : " That gentlemen have stated, on this 
floor, that the passage of the ordinance report- 
ed by the m^'ority of the committee would at 
once restore quietness and peace." If peace be 
restored, why cannot an election be held ? I 
would also quote the language of Gov. Gamble, 
in his message a few days since to this Conven- 
tion. He said, " the storm of regular war has 
passed far to the South. Adequate means to 
repress the outlaws who remain have been pro- 
vided ; Missouri is in no danger of being in- 
volved in the fortune and fate of the States in 
rebellion. Union men may regard all danger 
as past." As to the propriety and necessity of 
submitting our action to a vote of the people, I 
cannot command language so forcible as that 
used, in July, 1861, by the committee of eight, 
appointed by this Convention, in an address to 
the people of the State of Missouri, and of 
which the distinguished gentleman from St. 
Louis (Mr. Broadhead) was the chairman. I 
would remark that principles do not change ; 
one that was correct in 1861 is correct in 1868. 
That language, to the people, was this : 

*' Ytmr delegates desire that jroti (the people) 
Bhall, by election, fill these offices by persons of 
jfotir own choice, and for this purpose they have 
directed, by ordinance, that an election shall be 
held on the first Monday In November. Tour 
delegates judged it necessary that, in order to 
preserve the peace, (to preserve the peace in 
1861, hold an election ; but, in 1868, abstain fnmi 
an election Lest the peace may be disturbed ! ) 
and in order to arrest invasions of the State, 
that these executive offices should be vacated 
at once, and be filled by persons selected by 
your delegates until you (the people) could fill 



them by election. The offices of the members 
of the General Assembly have therefore been 
vacated, and a new election ordered, so that you 
may have an opportunity of choosing such leg- 
islative representatives as may carry out your 
own views of policy.** 

Comment on these quotations is unnecessary. 
We cannot ignore the people. They have the 
primary, sovereign power, and will take steps 
to call another Convention, through the Legis- 
lature, if we repudiate them, and will obliterate^ 
except in memory, what we shall have done, and 
take such proceedings as demanded by the ex- 
igencies of the times. Let us therefore support 
the amendment for 1866, or call a new Conven- 
tion, that the members may be elected upon the 
issues of the present day and truly reflect the 
present sentiments of the people, and not what 
they were twenty-eight months since, when the 
subject of emancipation but seldom entered the 
brain of even one man among a thousand. Let 
us beware how we run counter to the will of a 
law-abiding, but already indignant people. Let 
us be content to ride upon the present |torm, 
which can be controlled, and not venture upon 
the sure but dreadful consequences of a whirl- 
wind. Let conservatives reflect before they 
coalesce with avowed pro-slavery men, who 
here acknowledge they favor ^76, not from prin- 
ciple, but from necessity. Let them beware 
lest gentlemen of undoubted ability place them- 
selves in such position that their light will here- 
after shine only under a bushel — ^lest tliey take 
a position so inconsistent witli principles advo- 
cated by them as to stamp their character with 
insincerity. Let gentlemen be cautious how 
they connect the words radicalism and violence 
together on all occasions, with the evident in- 
tention of prejudicing the public mind. 

I was, on yesterday, astonished even at the 
moderate, conservative, and ever candid gen- 
tleman from St. Louis, (Mr. Hitchcock,) who 
could not, during his eloquent and very able 
argument, avoid an exposure of his abhorrent 
prejudice against the word radicalism, and im- 
plied denunciation by using with it, on various 
occasions, the word violence. He did, towards 
the close of his beautifully radical speech, 
which I endorse, remark that he meant the ex- 
treme radicals, none of whom were in this Con- 
vention — that he meant the violent fanatics. I 
was pleased at that declaration, and would ask 
him, and others, not to use such language in 
ftiture as would imply that any member of this 
Convention (of those called radicals) is willing 
to override the Constitution, and violate laws. 
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I ask, then, in doing 80, to point to tome ex- 
presBlon to justiQr such imputationB. 

I know not bow to use more radical language 
than that used by Mr. Hitchcock. He belieyet 
tlayery inseparably connected with the rebel- 
lion ; tiiat it is the cause, or the effectual pretext 
He condemns it in a moral and christian point 
of yiewj and urges the necessity of taking it 
from those who make it a pretext to keep Mis- 
souri in sympathy with a Southern Confederal 
cy. Now, I ask you to observe, after this most 
radical and excellent speech, if he will not Tote 
witli the very moderate, and conservative, and 
pro-slavery members who will support this or- 
dinancefor Immediate emancipation, so to speak, 
in 1876 ? He says that "slavery offends the con- 
science of the moral and civilized world ;" that 
" the judgment of the world is against it" Let 
such beware, lest the conscience of the moral 
community will be against those who will vote 
to continue in existence for thirteen years an in- 
stitution the moral world condemns. He says 
** there can be no hal^way ground in defend- 
ing it ;" meaning, of course, that a defence of 
it forces its defender to the extreme of rebel- 
lion. How, then, I would ask, can those who, 
from principle and the safety of the country 
attack it, stop at the half-way ground^ without 
being driven to the opposite extreme ? Why 
is it that the conservatives, in warring upon 
slavery, are willing to adopt the scheme ap- 
proved by pro-slavery members? Why not 
unite with other opposers of slavery ? 

Again, I would ask pro-slavery members why 
it is robbery to deprive, suddenly, slavehold- 
ers of the right to sell sUves as chattels in 1864 
or 1866, and not robbery to deprive them, sud- 
denly, of same property in 1876 ? What will 
occur, during the next thirteen years, to change 
the nature of the crime ? All the objections 
will apply as well to the sudden plan of 1876 as 
to the sudden plan of 1866. Why, then, is '76 
preferred by pro-slavery men but that the slaves 
may oe removed prior to the time when free- 
dom would attach to the slave ? It is not that 
the slaveholder may merely receive the benefit 
of the labor of the slave for the thirteen years. 
If that were so, he would be more willing to 
accept the ordinance which apprentices the ne- 
gro for a term of years ; which assures the ne- 
gro that he cannot be sold and continued in 
slavery ; which satisfies him, and induces him 
to remain willingly with his wife and little ones 
tmtil such time as he and they may be prepar- 
ed for more enlarged freedom ; which secures 
to the owner the labor of his slave ; whereas, 



in case of a distant daj being adopted, kindred 
ties will not bind him, and he will go elsewhere 
to breathe the free air for which his soul has 
longing desires. The state of facts that would 
then exist is aj^arent. The able-bodied slaves 
will soon have gone to Kansas, or elsewhere ; 
the old and young, decrepid and infirm will re- 
main to be provided for by their owners. Thia 
will not be denied. Therefore, as I have said, 
pro-slavery men sustain the ordinance for 1876 
that slaves may be removed to slave States be- 
fore freedom shall have attached. I ask you, 
for a moment, consider the effect of this desire 
to remove slaves to slave States. Is it not to 
enlist the feelings and sympathies of pro-slavery 
men in favor of the rebellion ? Is it not calcu- 
lated to precipitate us at once into renewed ex- 
citement? Will it have touched the disease! 
Will it have amputated the mortifying limb ? 
Are the hopes not now indulged that a repeal of 
the law can be accomplished before the expirar 
tion of thirteen years ? Will disloyal men not 
be tempted to favor the right of franchise being 
exercised by the rebels in order to effect it? 
Will they not insist upon it? Has not Judge 
Hall of Randolph honestly and boldly inform- 
ed us that he, and such as he, will resist, by all 
means in their power, what he regards as an 
ui^ust encroachment on their rights ? What 
would be the best means to accomplish their 
object? Would it be to aid the Government 
in suppressing the rebellion, in conquering a 
peace, in sulyugating the rebel States and en- 
forcing the President's proclamation of freedom 
in those States, thus limiting the area of slavery 
and destroying the market for slave-growing 
Missouri ? Would their supposed — their blind- 
ed — interest not at once incline their affections 
towards those whose feelings are congenial, 
and will they not unavoidably be led to cast 
their destiny with those who strive to believe 
they are resisting encroachments ? Unques- 
tionably they will. 

For these reasons, I am unwilling to vote for 
the ordinance reported by the migority com- 
mittee, that for 1876. For reasons so well set 
forth by Mr. Drake, I will vote for his substi- 
tute of November, 1866. This is a retreat from 
my first position. Further 1 wtU not go; and I 
have no doubt a lojfcd constituency will sustain 
me. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I suppose it is evident to 
every member of this Convention that on the 
convictions arrived at during the debate will 
depend^ absolutely^ the action of this body^ 
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whether it shall do any good, or ref ase even to 
attempt to accomplish that good on which the 
hearts of the people are fixed. I had intended 
that this question should go to the vote with* 
out wearying the Convention with any further 
remarks^ hut I hope they will hear with me 
for a few minutes, while I express for myself ^ 
and for those who like myself desire the earliest 
practicable scheme of emancipation^ the con* 
▼ictions which I entertain. 

The question is, lir, whether we shall en* 
deavor to do the best we can for the cause 
many have at heart, or whether we shall aban- 
don the e/rort, and return home to face the con- 
sequences of our refusal. For one, sir, I shall 
not take such a position ; neither inclination 
nor duty points out to me any such course. 
All through the State anxious eyes are fasten- 
ed upon this body. Loyal and disloyal, alike, 
look to this Convention, for a solution of their 
difficulties | those who desire emancipation as 
the right policy, and those who acquiesce in it 
as a necessity of the time, alike look to this 
body to do something which shall bring that 
peace so iadispensable to the welfare of the 
State. 

I regret deeply the coarse which the gen- 
tleman from Camden (Mr. McCiurg) has 
thought it his duty to take in attacking Gov. 
Gamble. I do not see why emancipationists 
should deliberately set to work to prove that the 
aid that is offered ought not to be accepted, or 
that the good which the Government is prepared 
to do should be rejected. For myself I welcome 
any such aid even if I doubted the sincerity and 
earnestness of the Governor, which I do not. 
I should still welcome the important aid he is 
able and disposed to give in carrying out the 
evident wishes of the people on this question 
of emancipation. The gentleman from Cam- 
den seems to have come to the conclusion that 
in rejecting the proffered aid, he will be ap- 
proved by his consdtuents ; I can only say 
that I should not expect approval in eonie- 
quence of any such action on my part. 

The gentleman has honored me by referring 
to some remarks of mine ; but his evident mis- 
conception 'of their meaning is but another 
evidence of that unhappy faculty which we so 
often tee in the world, where many men seem^ 
ingly prefer to' be misled. There are those 
who are radical in the proper sense of 
that term ; that is, those who look at the 
root of an evil, and endeavor to remove it 
by the appliance of the wisest measures 
which prudence and experience suggest. 



But there are those who suppose that no 
policy can look at the root of an evil but 
that which seeks to destroy it recklessly. The 
gentleman does not seem to understand the dis- 
tinction 5 to which class the gentleman belongs 
may be a matter upon which he himself is sat* 
isfied, but upon which all upon this floor will 
form their own judgment. 

The matter immediately before the Conven* 
tion is the amendment introduced by my col* 
league from St Louis, (Mr. Drake,) and the 
declaration made by that gentleman in pre* 
senting it. As a distinct proposition I shall 
support his amendment, because I desire that 
the measure to be adopted be for the extinction 
of slavery at the earliest practicable moment* 
The proposition with which my colleague ac- 
companies his amendment, I sincerely regret« 
The prevailing feeling throughout this State, 
the necessity for some action, and the pre-em« 
inent necessity for the peace and tranquillity 
of the State which the action of this body looks 
to, are, I think, reasons against the conclusions 
to which my colleague has arrived. For my 
own part I cannot regard them as either prao* 
ticable, safe, or desirable. He apprehends that 
by taking any later date, the question will be 
left open to the possibility of a reversal which 
might defeat alL I am willing to grant all 
the force to which that apprehension is enti* 
tied, though I do not share it ; but I utterly 
deny that his measure meets the case which 
he so particularly desires to guard against 
He professes to stop the aperture through 
which the danger may come ; but that which 
he employs to stop the hole contains the same 
danger. But the supposition in itself is a vio- 
lent stretch of imagination, namely, that the 
Legislature to be elected in the summer or fall 
of 1864, may by some artifice, or treachery, or 
an arrangement, we know not what, be induced 
to pass, by a two-thirds vote, a measure utter- 
ly subversive of the action of this Convention 
with respect to emancipation. Bat is there 
any man who believes that the Legislature, 
elected, as that will be, under the prevailing 
convictions of the times, will, by any possibil- 
ity, go by a two-thirds majority contrary to 
the convictions of the party whom the gentle* 
man contends to be the majority of the loyal 
people of the State? The supposition is one 
which, when presented to me as a considers* 
tion for the sake of which I must abandon the 
present opportunity of doing a certain good, 
I cannot entertain for a moment I should re- 
gard myself as false to the most sacred duty 
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devolving upon me^ if I could be influenced to 
throw away the opportunity now before me 
by any such consideration as that. The gen- 
tleman proposes the Ist of November^ 1866, as 
the date up to which he will be willing for 
slavery to continue in the State, because he 
believes there will be no certain danger till the 
second Legislature acts. He thinks it not un- 
likely that the first Legislature might attempt 
a reversal of our emancipatfon measure, and 
that the second Legislature, elected under the 
repeal of the test oath, v^ll be such a Legisla- 
ture as might not hesitate to pass amendmenti 
brought about in so remarkable a manner. But, 
sir, if this Legislature can be brought to pass a 
two- thirds vote in favor of slavery, they will 
not wait so long as the gentleman supposes to 
carry out their scheme against emancipation. 
They will pass such a measure on the very 
first day ; they will repeal the test oath and 
call a Convention without delay, and the year 
before the date fixed for emancipation the 
whole thing will be undone. If, then, the dan- 
ger he apprehends be a danger, my colleague's 
plan is insufficient to meet it. 

Mr. Brake. I wish to remind my col- 
league, that while I said I would take a posi- 
tion that would guard against the possibility 
of repeal by the Legislature, I also said, in 
express terms, that I was willing to leave the 
whole matter to a new Convention of the peo- 
ple elected with the special view to tliis ques* 
tion being brought before thenu 

Mr. Hitchcock. I do not* see that I mis- 
understood the position taken by my fnend. 
I am willing to give all the force you please to 
the suggestion. The danger, if any, I con- 
tend, is in the action of the first Legislature, 
who might repeal the test oatb, and elect a 
Convention by the votes of disloyal slave own- 
ers. But, sir, if I supposed that there was 
no other chance for emancipation, I might be 
disposed to take a step even upon such a con- 
tingency as this ; the effect of which, I fear, 
will be to throw away the only opportunity 
we have of doing any good at all. 

I have, sir, from long continued reflection, 
thought, that inasmuch as this evil ought to be 
met at the earliest possible day, it would be 
best to adopt some such ordinance as that pro- 
posed by Mr. Breckinridge. But there shall 
be no lack of effort on my part to secure the 
passage of an ordinance of emancipation at the 
earliest practical date ; at the same time, in 
my own district^ friends of emancipation who 



are as earnest as Mr. Drake himself, are 
alarmed as to the danger his position indi- 
cates. I have received* letters since I came 
here deprecating division among emancipation- 
ists, and imploring me to do all I can to bring 
together those who, for whatever reason, de- 
sire a settlement of this question at the ear- 
liest possible moment. And may I not in jus- 
tice appeal to gentlemen, more or less radical, 
more or less conservative, to concede some- 
thing towards securing the jjeace of the State, 
and the avoidance of the dangers towards which 
we are at present drifting. 

Pending the consideration of Mr. Drake's 
amendment, on motion of Mr. McCormack, the 
Convention adjourned to half-past 2 p. m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met as per adjournment. 

Mr. Phillips. Mr. President : I came here 
with my path of duty well marked out, and 
with a fixed purpose not to participate in any 
discussion upon the great subject which called 
us together. But, sir, after the very remarka- 
ble speech of the gentleman from Camden 
(Col. McClurg), I feel that I should be false to 
myself, and false to the cause of truth and jus- 
tice, did I sit silently in my place, and permit 
this most unprovoked and unwarranted assault 
upon Gov. Gamble to pass unrebuked. What 
means this studied and labored criticism of 
the Governor ? The merits or demerits of his 
administration, or of his political record, are not 
properly before this body. The amendment of 
the gentleman fipom St Louis f Mr. Drake) pro- 
vides for the abolition m Missouri in 1866, and 
why is it that the gentleman from Camden has 
gone outside of the record and lugged in the 
political history and official conduct of the Ex- 
ecutive ? Is it not forcing an occasion to make 
a deliberate, premeditated bitter attack upon 
him ? Is there not a purpose in all this ? Is 
it a part of a conspiracy, systematically organ- 
ized, to strike him down, as the most insur- 
mountable barrier to this radicalism now so 
insolently stalking abroad in the land ? 

The gentleman, in his searching review, 
goes far back In the history of the Convention, 
and arraigns his Excellency for giving the as- 
surance, in his official message or address, that 
he would not interfere with the institution of 
slavery, and that his election was an earnest of 
Its protection. What of that? Was it anything 
more than what his position as Governor of 
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MisBOuri demanded of him in Tiew of the pain- 
ftil anxiety of the public mind then upon that 
question? Was it anything more than the con- 
•titution and laws of the State, which he had 
•worn to support, commanded him to say and to 
do 1 Has it come to pass that in this American 
land of written constitutions and laws — which 
are the bulwarks and safeguards of the liberties 
of the people — that the Executive of the State 
is to be arraigned for dedaring his purpose 
to observe them 1 Vepily have we fi&Uen upon 
strange times ! 

Has the Governor violated this pledge, that 
he should be accused of insincerity ? Has he 
departed from tliis record, that he should be 
tried before the bar of public sentiment for in- 
consistency 1 1 don't understand that, for- 
sooth, he calls together this Convention to con- 
sider the propriety of adopting an ordinance of 
emancipation, that he is either officially or in- 
dividually interfering with the Institution of 
slavery, or altering his purpose as origijmlly 
declared. In view of our complications, the 
attitude of slavery, and the imperative demand 
for action on that subject, he calls together this 
Convention, representing the whole people of 
the State, and refers the matters to them for 
such action as in tlieir wisdom and judgment 
may seem best in the premises. He leaves it 
altogetlier with the people speaking and acting 
through tlielr delegates here assembled. 

The gentleman arraigns the Governor for 
language used in his message to this Conven- 
tion iu June, 1862, calling attention to the pro- 
position of the President of the United States, 
recommending a joint resolution by Congress 
declaring its willingness to aid Missouri in a 
measure of emancipation. Now, the gentleman 
does the Governor injastlce when he attributes 
to him language asserting the proposition that 
this Convention had no authority to act on the 
subject of emancipation. What is the language 
of the Governor 1 Here it is : 

"If, in the understanding of the Convention, 
it was not contemplated by the people, when 
electing the body, that it should ever act upon 
the subject of slavery in the State ; or, if the 
Convention believes that the public mind is so 
agitated already that the proposal of any 
scheme of emancipation would produce dan- 
gerous excitement, there can be no objection 
to assigning either as a reason for abstaining 
from action upon the subject, and leaving it 
for adifferent body or another time." 

The quotation is a refutation of the charge. 
Mark tlie language — "If, in the undenUmding 



qfthe ConoentUm," not as his understanding. 
Again, he says, " leaving it for a different bo- 
dy or another time" — for the action of this body 
of course. That time has now, in his judg- 
ment» come, and he calls us together. But 
what right has the gentleman from Camden to 
assail this record % Let me warn him of the 
little glass house in which he lives. The seo> 
ond resolution of the scries introduced by the 
miuority of the committee upon this v^ry sub- 
ject virtually reiterates the idea of the Gover- 
nor thus : " That while a majority of the Con- 
vention have not felt authorized to take action 
with respect to the grave and delicate quea- 
tions of private right and public policy pre- 
sented by said resolution, yet,'' &c.; for which 
resolution the gentleman himself voted. (See 
Proceedings of State Convention, Jime, 1862» 
pp. 45 & 47.) 

Again, what right has he to assail the Gov- 
ernor for past inconsistencies, errors, or to 
accuse him of an attempt to perpetuate his 
gubernatorial life in opposition to the will of 
the people % By reference to the joumala of 
the same session, p. 32, I find this resolution^ 
offered by Mr. Dunn: "Resolved, That this 
Conventi<m haa undiminished confidence in 
the ability, integrity and patriotism of Gov. 
Gamble and the other officers of the Provision- 
al Government, elected by this Convention at 
a former session," &c., which resolution waa 
unanimouoljf adopted ; and the gentleman from 
Camden was present, voting. What new light 
has since broken upon hia moral vision, that 
to-day he beholds no virtue, where then he saw 
in "undiminished" lustre, ** ability, inUgritysMi 
patriotism'* 9 

Hear me further. By reference to ^e pro- 
ceedings of the same session, page 82, it will 
be seen that the same "pink of consistency" vo- 
ted for the ordiaance continuing in office until 
August, 1864, and until their successors should 
be duly elected and qualified, the present Ex^ 
ecutive and other provisional officers. 

Then, sir, if indeed there be any wrong in- 
flicted upon the rights of the pe<^le by contin- 
uing the Provisional Government and with- 
holding from them the elective franchise, he 
must share their condemnation, for he is re- 
sponsible for it. These little records are hand- 
some and interesting little things, and prove 
that even a Congressman may fail of consistency 
as well as a Governor. The gentleman glories 
in being an Abolitionist per se, and places his 
oUims to the honors of emancipationism upon 
high philanthropic, christian grounds, and frdn 
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would read out of his party erery taan not sim- 
flarly afflicted with this sickly sentimentaHsm 
and humanitarian hydrophobia. Let him 14*- 
ply ^e test, and be will find himselfa lone and 
melancholy chieftain, who will have to look to 
distant States for his clansmen. He would read 
out of his party, and drive from his support, 
•uch men as ex-Goyemor Stewart and the giU- 
ed Drake of St. Louis. They, sb, were, but a 
short time ago, " bright and shining lights" in 
the "ffreeU Dtm-o^rat-ie party/' and were there- 
fore the great exponents of sound pro-slarery- 
ism. Like the spirit of the revolutionists of 
Missouri, of which he is so fit a prototype, the 
gentleman would erect a bedstead, Procrustes 
Eke, which, to make every man fit, he would 
draw some to the proper length, and others he 
would hew off. We are willing to become guests 
of the gentleman if he will accommodate his 
beds to our stw, nor are we fiistidious or hard 
to please. 

The gentleman criticises at length the Gov- 
ernor's proclamation in calling us here, and 
makes to our action upon the sut]ject of eman- 
cipation the legal objection that it is not with- 
in the powers granted in the act organizing the 
Convention, nor was it contemplated by the 
people delegating us hither that we should act 
«pon any such matter. When did he make this 
discovery ? Is he not precluded and estopped 
again by his record in tills body 1 By relbr- 
ence to the same June session of 1862, it will 
be seen that he voted against tabling the ordi- 
nance of emancipation ofl^red by Judge Breck- 
inridge firom St. Louis. And I would call at- 
tention to the gentleman's explanation of his 
vote thereon, to be found on page 258 of the 
proceedings of said session. He says: "We 
were called together to consider the relation of 
this Government to the General Government, 
and to transact and perform all things necessa- 
ry for the direct und vital interests of the State 
—of the whole State. This will not be denied— 
not for the supposed interest of a few sUve- 
bolders. We have acted upon a revenue law, 
and could very properly have taken up the sub- 
ject of emancipation, to be presented to the peo- 
ple, for the reason tiiat our credit as a State, 
and, I might say, individuals, depends upon 
it." 

If, in June, 1862, we ** could very propertif have 
taken up the subject 0/ emancipation" why is it we 
cannot to^y "very property" take it upl 
What mutation has occurred in our organic act, 
within the past year, that we cannot now law- 
jPully do what then we "could Tery property' do? 



Did not the gentleman, ftartherraore, vote for 
the deposition of Claib. Jackson ? And wiH 
he say that the exehdse of such a power by the 
Convention was ever dreamed of by our con- 
stituents when they voted for us 1 Without 
inflicting this body with any argument touch- 
ing the well-admitted hci that such a Conven- 
tion as this is the creature of the residuaiy sov- 
ereignty of THB PBOPLB-Hrepresenting the Am- 
phyctionic Council of Greece, where the whole 
people were required to vote — I will simply 
content myself by invoking the act itself of 
the Legislature, from which our right to act in 
the premises is cleariy deducible« The fifth sec- 
tion of said act, in defining what we were to do, 
says we "shall proceed to consider the then 
existing relations between the Government of 
the United States," &c., &c., "and to adopt 
such measures for vindicating the sovereignty 
of the State, and the protection of U$ inttiitdioni, 
as shaU appear to them to be demanded.'' Is 
not slavery an institution ? Indeed, sir, it is 
styled, throughout the country, as " tJte peculiar 
institution ." Property, unquestionably, is an in- 
stitution, and as, under our laws, slavery is 
property, it is an integral part of, or belongs to, 
the classification of the "institutions" of Mis- 
souri. Then the next inquiry, in the p ro g r e ss 
of this argument, is, is there a demand for the 
adoption of any measures for the protection of 
this institution t The speeches of gentlemen 
on this floor, friendly to the cause of emanci- 
pation, sufficiently answer this hiqulry. They 
contend that slavery is the cause of the war ; 
that it encourages rebellion; that it inyites in- 
vasion ; that it fills the country with guerrillas, 
and lines the public highways with ttie bush- 
whacker and assassin; that it endangers the 
security of all other property by reason of these 
things ; that the only tenure by which slavery 
can be held for any time in the fbture, is the 
adoption of an ordinance of emancipation at 
once, promising him one day lawfhl freedom, 
thereby removing the inclination to flee from 
his owner. Surely, then, there is a demand 
for action. Some measures should be adopted 
for the protection of the ** instiintions" of the 
State. If emancipation will acitomplish the 
things claimed for it, the conclusion is over- 
whelming that authority, fhll and suflldent, is 
granted us, in tliis fifth section, to emancipate 
the slaves within our borders. I presume, Hr. 
President, that all this clamor about our author- 
ity would never have been heard had the radi- 
cals supposed they had the numerical strength ia 
this body to pass an ordinance of immediaie 
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emandpatioi]. This outciy against otir power 
is but the echo of that raised by the Secession- 
ists in 1861, when we hnrledfrom power Jack- 
son and his traitor consorts. The Conrention 
then, secnrely poised npon its constitutional au- 
thoriQr, withstood the traitors, and I doubt not 
but it will be able to withstand the sallies of the 
rerolutionists. 

Those same traitors of 1861 denounced, in 
the most unmeasured terms, the man who, to- 
day, has been the victim of such bitter inrec- 
tire firom the gentleman from Camden. His 
administration was then contemptuously dub- 
bed the " Gamble dynasty," and the " Gamble 
usurpation ; " and the gentleman and his ilk, 
inspired with a kindred filing toward a man 
whom they may despise, but whose rirtues 
they cannot imitate, catch up and shout forth 
tiie same billingsgate. Well do I remember, 
BIr. President, the occasion of the installation 
of that man as Provisional Goremor of Mis- 
souri. It was a dark day in our country. The 
disaster of Bull Run was just receired, and was 
oppressing the heart of every Union man in this 
hall. Missouri seemed indeed to be in her tra- 
vail. The red fires of secession shot their hor^ 
rid flames from every hill-top in the State, and 
the slogan of war echoed in every valley. The 
Convention members were burnt in eflSgy; 
their homes were pillaged and sacked by the 
infuriated bands that ranged the country, 
breathing threatenings, vengeance and slaugh- 
ter against every Unionist 

It wasy sir^ amid scenes like these that all 
eyes and hearts turned to the christian, patriot, 
•age and statesman, who has been assailed so 
virulently here to-day. At the sacrifice of all 
the feelings of his old age, which sought, as it 
needed, the repose of domestic life, he jrielded 
to what he conceived to be the demand of the 
loyal voice of Missouri and the welfare of her 
people. And well do I remember, at he spoke 
BO feelingly and tearfully from that stand, 
evincing in every emotion and sentiment the 
■elf-sacrificing nature of his patriotism, and 
an ambition that knew no higher glory than 
the good of his country. His past life shows 
that he craved not office. Blessed with plenty, 
be needed not its emoluments. Its honors could 
not add a single laurel to the bright wreath that 
encircled his brow. Towering up in our midst 
a mountain of intellectual light and gr#ideur-« 
a beacon light to guide the rising generation in 
the sure way of glory — he needed not the 
elevation of official position to enable him to 
command attention and respect. No man within 



the broad limits of Missouri challenges our un- 
divided admiration and unbounded confidence 
as does Hamilton R. Gamble. That he has 
committed blunders in his administration, or 
inflicted injury somewhere, may not be denied. 
But who among ns is infallible ? What man 
among us, placed at the head of a Provisional 
Government, just emerging from the bosom of 
the tempest of treason, in which the abdicated 
government of Jackson had left it, could have 
given shape^ character and power to this im- 
provised government as did Governor Gamble ? 
Think of the troublous times in which he has 
acted-~tbe State convulsed from centre to cir- 
cumference with the shock of armies j the spirit 
of revolution, rebellion and outlawry every- 
where running riot; corrupt and villainous 
men creeping into official position in every 
department, civil and military, to be either 
restrained or ousted by the Executive. Where 
is the man who could have done so well as he? 
And who would not have had a yelping pack 
at his heels? 

The vigor, the energy and wisdom of his ad- 
ministration are everywhere visible. He found 
the State in chaos and anarchy, overrun with 
rebel armies and banditti | the arm of the civil 
law paralyzed ; courts disorganized ; circuit 
judges had quit the bench ; sheriffs had failed 
to execute process ; justices failed to take the 
oath I and all had fled to rebeldom and were 
preparing to overrun the State with conquering 
armies. The battle of Wilson's Creek was 
fought and lost. Lyon fell, and with him, it 
seemed, had gone the hope of Missouri. But 
as true to his country as was William Wallace 
to his Scotland, the brave old Governor un- 
furled that banner (the speaker pointing to the 
flag*), glorious emblem of our nationality, be- 
fore whose red stripes treason fled aghast, and 
beneath whose starlight folds the masses soon 
rallied and found security and repose in Its 
healthful shadow. 

Look at our ten thousand Bflfsouri State 
militia, efifective, working, the pride of the 
State, organized as volunteers, equipped, sub- 
sisted and paid by the United States Govern- 
ment ; the offspring of a judicious arrangement 
effected by the prestige and Influence of our 
Governor With the President. See your fifty 
thousand enrolled militia, with their bayonets 
gleaming in every sunbeam on our borders, 
standing forth as the palladium of the State, 
organized under the policy of the Governor. 
Civil law agam asserts its rightful empire. 
The circuit judges and the justices are in their 
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pUcei, adminiflteriDg justice and pronounciag 
judgments ; sheriffs and conatables and asses- 
sors are at their post — the whole machinery 
of civil government, in most parts of the State, 
is in full motion. He has, in fact, brought 
order out of conf usion, and rule out of misrule. 
True it is that In all these he has had the 
co-operation, support and sympathy of loyal 
men ; but his patriotism prompted, his genius 
directed, and tiis courage applied the means. 

In view of his sacrifices, his efforts, and his 
successes, after he has breasted the storm of 
treason, is it not a burning shame that his old 
age is to be made unpleasant by the railings 
of those who should be his friends ? Not con- 
tent that he should be a patriot, they demand 
that he should be a partUan ! It, sir, is Gov* 
ernor Gamble's glory that, amid the throes and 
convulsions of a rebellion so pregnant with 
evil and temptation, he has risen above the 
tumult of the storm, and, with a serenity of 
countenance and calmness of judgment un- 
moved and unswerved by faction or party, sur- 
veyed the scene, avoiding Charybdis on the 
one hand, and Scylla on the other. 

He is the right man in the right place ; and 
shame and confusiop to every man who would 
attempt to rob him of his crowning glory, by 
heaping maledictions and anathemas upon his 
gray hairs, now ripe for the grave. 

** Low nuiy thej rink to merited contempt^ 
And foom remunerftte the mean attempt." 

But if fall he roust before such attacks as 
have been here made upon him, may sosie poet 
rise and sing anew, 

** The eagle, towering in hie pride of place. 
Was hj a monring owl hawked at and killed." 

Mr. McClitro. I certainly have been very 
unfortunate, in the choice of my expressions, 
not to be understood by the gentleman from 
Pettis, who accuses me of having raised a 
legal objection to our action upon the subject 
of emancipation. In my remarks this morn- 
ing I took no such position. I distinctly said 
that this Convention had legal powers to act 
upon this question, and I merely gave the 
argument of Governor Gamble in June, 1862, 
and compared it with his present record. As 
to the taunt that we are but echoing the seces- 
sion outcry, that has bo terrors for me. I am 
well acquainted with twenty-five counties, and 
I can inform gentlemen that the cry that comes 
up from those counties is a Union cry — it is 
a loyal cry of dissatisfaction. 



Gov. Gamble. I will now take this oppor- 
tunity of saying to the Convention that which 
I have heretofore been prevented from saying 
by constant engagements. I have not had the 
facilities for writing and delivering written 
speeches which many of the gentlemen here 
have enjoyed. From the time I rise from 
breakfast to the moment I get here, I am in- 
cessantly occupied in the transaction of the 
Executive business of the State. While, there- 
fore, my remarks may lack that finish which 
has graced the orations of many gentlemen 
here, they will at least be the honest expres- 
sion of my feelings upon the subject now 
before this Convention. 

Gentlemen on both sides of this question of 
emancipation have undertaken to criticise my 
course in respect to this important question. 
Those on one side, who favor emancipation, 
ought at least to experience some satisfaction 
in the fact that my opinions have changed— 
whether under the influence of the\r eloquence 
or otherwise, they ought to be gratified — and 
being on their side, they will at least have the 
weight of one additional vote. Those who 
oppose emancipation assail me for this change 
of opinion, and some denounce it as a Wolation 
of my pledges. It is probably not a matter 
that would enlighten this Convention, were I 
to speak of my recent opinions and speeches; 
but it may b« a matter of interest to know how 
greatly mistaken some gentlemen have been, 
who have undertaken to criticise my course of 
conduct during the administration of affairs 
with which I have been entrusted by the people 
of Missouri. 

The first charge made against me, I believei 
is that I entered upon the duties of my office as 
Governor of Missouri as a distinct and avowed 
pro-slavery man. The ground for that charge 
is certain resolutions that were adopted at a 
public meeting held in St. Louis, January 12, 
1861, at which I spoke. On the 11th January, 
1861, the day before that meeting, I arrived in 
St Louis, after an absence of several months 
in Pennsylvania, where my family was stay- 
ing. I knew nothing definitely of the state of 
feeling in St. Louis on the all-absorbing topic 
which then agitated the public mind, till, 
being in the neighborhood of Philadelphia, I 
saw from the newspapers and heard that the 
people#Q St. Louis were talking about secas- 
tion-^that, in short, (be people were all on 
f.re. I said I will at once return and help to 
extinguish it. It was under those circuna- 
stances that I returned to St Louis. When I 
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got there, I fouod Uie wl^ole city in commo- 
tion. The landlord at wbo^ boute I stopped 
peemed really frigbtesed. Soldiers ware' in 
possession of the Sub-Traasury and the Post 
Office, the streets were full ol citizens^ and 
there was a general agitatioo. As soon as 
possible I went out in the street for the purpose 
of seeing what was going an. My arrival 
seemed to give satisfaction to my o)d> friends. 
Oompaay and sympathy seemed doubly good 
in those troubled tines. In the eveBtng I was 
met by a friend who told me tt^re would he a 
gathering of some gentlemen at a private house 
to consider the then state of affairs^ and be 
said something — I do not remember what^ 
about a resolution, and concluded by asking 
me to attend. I w«nt without any d^ihiite 
acquaintance with the public feeling, and with- 
out any knowledge in the world of the relations 
that the ^lentlemen who were there bora to any 
public movement They were all avowed 
Unionists. I was there simply as a spectator. 
I found that the committee were prepared to 
make a report; they bad had^ I suppose, a 
previous meeting. I was unprepared to take 
any part ; I tras simply a spectator, and not 
familiar with the resolutions that they had pre- 
pared, ready to be introduced. There was 
ooe reaohition, 1 remember, about a Conven- 
tion, and thkf, I distinctly ressember, struck 
me very unpleasantly, becaase every Conven- 
tion that had been called op to that time had 
resulted in taking the State out of the CJoioo. 
Nevertheless, these i^entlemSn seemed to know 
better what was the eoaditfon of pahlic feel- 
ing than I did, and they tfaougbt they knew the 
proper course to be adopted. I understand it 
is on one of thrae resolutioos that I am assailed, 
as if I had drawn it, and as thouf^ it was a 
subject upon which I am pledged. I, in fact, 
made a sng^estion to alter a reaol«tloni, btit it 
made little impression efOD me, and I cannot 
now recall the particulars. I saw I was re* 
garded as one who, perhaps from being so long 
absent, did not understand the subject I was 
naked to make a speech the next day. I re- 
plied that I had been two days and nights trav- 
elling, and was ill prepared to mftke a speech ; 
but as they urged, I said I would- attend and 
show them one gray head in favor ci the 
Union. Now^ gentlemen> take the speech I 
. made, and see if there is anything whi^ I then 
uttered from which I depart naw. One of the 
resolutions avowed that miless the General 
Government guaranteed protection to the ylave 
property of Miasourij Mi^ouri would nuke 
23 



her destiny with her sister States of the South. 
If you will look at your own proceedings at 
the first session, to a proposition that was 
made by Dr. Bast to amend a resolution as 
reported by a Committee on the Relations of 
the State with the Federal Government, and 
which was altogether a much more reduced 
form of expression in favor of slavery ttian 
that which was said to have taken place at the 
meeting I attended, you will find that I voted 
against that. When I act, gentlemen, it is 
only after an examination of the subject^, and 
wiUi deliberation, and I act then according to 
my beat reason, and in accordance with my 
conscientious convictions of right 

Some gentlemen are disposed to talk ahont 
my proclamation of the 4th of Angunt, 1861, in 
which I say that nothing shall be done pr^- 
dlcliil to the interests of slavery^ and that .the 
institution shall be protected to the ntmost 
extentof Executive power ; and this, it is said, 
is an avowal ol ultra pro-slavery views on my 
part Let gentlemen go back to the time that 
was written. When this Committee met in 
1861, ^Is room was not so well filled as it is 
now, in June, 1863. Some of these gentlemen 
would not have felt so safe in their places here 
as they do new. What were the circumstiMices 
then ? Why we were abused and denounced 
as Abolitionists, and they who sought to take 
this State out of the Union used all their in- 
fluence to. excite the public mind against this 
Convention, and lead astray those who were 
exeitable by representing this body as Aboli- 
tionist, its object being to destroy slavery in 
the State. That was the condition of affaire at 
that time. Those of you who can recur to that 
time will remember that it was under those 
circumstances and in that condition of public 
feeling that this proclamation was issued. 
And what was one of the m^n features of the 
proelaqiation intended for, but to disabuse the 
public mind on this vital question, and thus to 
raise up a barrier against the attempt of those 
who were endeavoring to excite the people 
againat us, and array them against US| and 
against the General Government and the 
Union. It was issued and addressed to the 
people of the State of Missouri, for the express 
purpose of disarming the slanders of our 
enemies, and assuring the people of the State 
that the^ Constitution and laws of the State 
would be sacredly observed and enforced by 
the Executive. When you wish to know the 
design of the language employed y9u should 
recall' the persons to whom it was addressed 
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and the circumstances ander which it was 
used. It was issued, I repeat, to disabuie the 
minds of those who were likely to he excited, 
and in their excitement to be drawn away from 
the support of the Union^ and to he arrayed 
against the Convention and all who were 
avowed Union men. What did it promise? 
That the Executive power should be used to 
the utmost extent to protect slavery. Was it 
not my constitutional duty to say, and to see 
that the laws of Missouri should be faithfully 
executed? What are the laws of Missouri 
to-day ? Are they not such as to protect the 
rights of every person who is a slaveholder? 
Is not that the substantial provision of the law 
in relation to slavery as it stands to*day on the 
statute book ; and had I not sworn to observe 
the Constitution of the State, and to see that 
all the laws were faithfully executed? What 
was I to do but to protect all persons in the 
State, to the extent of the Executive power, in 
their persons and in the enjoyment of all their 
rights guaranteed to them by the Constitution, 
slavery, of course, included? That was my 
duty then ; but should you pass an. act of 
emancipation, and enact a law abolishing 
slavery, 1 would, as it would be my duty to do, 
as faithfully enforce obedience to the new law. 
I say, therefore, that the gentleman has hunted 
round in vain to find in that declaration any- 
thing more than a determination to protect the 
rights of the slaveholder as far as it was my 
sworn duty to protect them. There are those 
who, having lost a negro or two, would have 
me go to war with the Federal Government. 
Their rights, perhaps, had to this extent b^en 
violated, but was that a sufficient cause to 
assume the terrible responsibility of waging 
war upon the Government that bad so long 
and so faithfully protected us? I think, too, 
I had a larger view of the capacities of the 
Federal Government than to think it was to be 
so readily overcome ; and even had I supposed 
it was in our power^ I should indeed have been 
slow to make war upon a Government that 
bad so long been affording us the benefit of its 
support and protection. 

I felt a great reluctance to engage this Slate 
of Missouri in strife, because some man's 
negro was taken from him. There are men 
who, possessed of a sort of chivalry, that 
would make them, after examining what they 
can find as to the letter of their rights, rtin 
their heads against a stone wall and knock out 
whst brains they have, because they are in 
porsuit, as they think, of some right This is 



not how nations act, even where they are sepa- 
rate nations. The case of Jngraham and 
Costa has been mentioned as a case of grtat 
promptitude, where the rights of a citizen 
were promptly asserted ; but let ns recur to 
the war with Great Britain arising oat of her 
impressment of our seamen, and the violation 
of the rights of neutrals. For some years be- 
fore 1812 there was a constant complaint made 
against England on aeconnt of the very cause 
for which we at last went to war; but we 
tried everything else first. And I have been 
trying what I could, to the extent of my 
abilit}', to stay these complaints, and I think 
these complaints will not be so great as they 
have been. [Cheers.] 

This is the manner in which criticisms have 
been made on my relation to this question of 
emancipation. 

I have said to the Legislature what J have 
said to this Convention. I have said to the 
Legislature that the interests of this State de- 
mand that there should be some course of 
emancipation adopted. I have called you here 
to consider that subject ; and here, I under- 
stand (for I have not had the pleasure of 
hearing most of the speeches), it has been in- 
timated, ' though perhaps not expressed, that I 
should have allowed the Convention to die, as 
it ought to have done, In July, I say, In reply« 
that it is necessary that something of this kind 
should be adopted : necessary for the devel- 
opment of the reeonrces of the country, neces- 
sary to get rid of internal strife, to place our- 
selves !n an attitude to receive support from 
the General Government, which is bound to 
support us as we are bound to support It; a 
measure in reference to slavery, necessary to 
the slaveholder, to each individual and to the 
State. 

This Conventien is called in this city that 
there ihould be emancipation— Mot there ehoU 
be ema*cfp0Hon, 

It is said that this is in conflict with the 
communication I made to this body last ses- 
sion. What Is that communication in its gen- 
eral scope f I say that an answer is demand- 
ed to the offer of the General Government. 
The present position of the que»tiop here is 
such that you cannot act upon it ; and why ? 
Because you have laid it upon the table^ which 
is a' final disposal of the subject. , I state Tea- 
sons which yoti might assign as reasons far 
the coiufse you adapted. 

The suggestions offered were made for the 
benefit of the Conventibn, and to make a 
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coorteoaa answer to the President and to 
Congress. 

I have called this Conrention together that 
there may be some action taken on emancipa- 
tion. I have my own opinions of what is 
best, but, in my judgment; there must be 
actios ; the best interests of the State demand 
I it ; and I am willing to receive any action 
that, in your judgment, is best. I am in 
earnest. 

If, after having exercised my best judgment 
upon this subject, I have called this Conven- 
tion together for the purpose of action, and it 
should separate with the expression of a con- 
tirary opinion, or without adopting any scheme 
of emancipation, I would not feel myself at 
liberty to continue in the exercise of the Ex- 
ecutive function, i would feel, as a Minister 
in England, when a proposition of his is voted 
down in the Commons, that it is a denial of the 
correctness of his judgment as to the proper 
policy of the State, and he rtHgns at once; so 
J would not feel at liberty to continue in the 
Executive office if the Convention did not pass 
some scheme ot emancipation, because it would 
be a judgment adverse to what I think should 
be the policy of the State. 

I understand that the proposition that is be. 
fore this body is to insert November, 1806, 
inatead of July, 1S76. There are a great many 
intermediate points between 1866 and 1676. It 
ii my own belief that there is a better point 
than either, and when it comes to that point I 
am ready to support it with all the power I 
have. In regard to the selection of the time, 
it IS an exceedingly difficult thing to decide } 
there are many interests te be thought of, many 
consideratioiis and calculations to be entered 
iBto, while all may agree upon the great tub. 
ject. The interest of the master is to be eon- 
aidered as well as that of tbe slave. We must 
have no such Utopian notions as that by break- 
ing off his shackles the slave becomes an an- 
^el^becomes at once an intelligent man, capa- 
ble of sustaining himself under all tbe trials of 
life. Do not fall into such a notion as that. 
Everybody who baa ever seen five negroes to- 
gether knows better than that Act upon the 
aubject as you know it to be ; so that it may 
promote the greatest amount of benefit to all 
eencemed* 

The propositions that are made for emanci- 
pation between this day and 1866 do not give 
tlsBie long enough for undergoing the prepara- 
tion necessary to give the slave tbe ability to 
tsJ(« eare of himself | to a ^gro who has been 



thrown suddenly from under the direction and 
counsel of his master and mistress to rely upon 
himself, it is not sufficient time to give them 
the instruction and training they need. 

Tour own children are not treated so | and 
the negro still more needs the advantage of 
direction and guidance. Take the number of 
young persons under twelve or fifteen years of 
age, are they to be paupers? How are they 
to be trained ? 

Mr. Drake. Will the gentleman allow me 
to say that I stated, when I made that proposi- 
tion, that I should couple with it and should 
support a period ef apprenticeship for seven* 
years. 

Gov. Oamblx. One thing at a time. The 
motion before us is for 1866 as the thne for 
absolute emancipation | and if the apprentice- 
ship claiwe is lost, it stands as absolute eman* 
cipation in )866^^hat is, as it will stand upon 
the vote | and if there happens to be, as I think 
there will be, a majority against a system ef 
spprenticeshipy you are in for 1866 absolute. 
So that if a proposition is to come here as a 
substitute for 1876, reducing it to 1866, with 
an apprenticeship, let us take it as one and 
volte for it 

The question now before the Convention is 
whether we will take 1B66 as tbe period of 
absolute emancipation. Is any one prepared 
for that? None but those who say, << Let us 
have it immediately, if not sooner." But if 
there is any one here who looks to the prepa- 
ration of the slave for his freedom, and who 
has any regard for the real welfare of the slave 
when he shall be emancipated, I apprehend he 
will say that 1866 is not the time for emanci- 
pation. 

I do not intend to offer it now, as it would 
not be in order ; but with your permission, sir, 
I will read an amendment which, at the first 
favorable opportunity, I intend to offer to the 
report of the Emancipation Committee. It is 
as follows: 

Amend the amendment by striking out the 
second section and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following : 

*' Sec. 2. Slavery and involuntwry senri- 
tude, except for the punishment of crime, 
shall cease to exist in Missouri on the fourth 
of July, in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six j but all slaves emancipated by 
this ordinance shall remain under tne con- 
trol and be subject to the authority of their 
owners^ as servants^ daring the following 
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periods, to-wit : those over forty years of 
age, for and daring their lives ; thQse un- 
der twelve years of age, until they arrive 
at the age .of twenty-three years ; and tl^ose 
of all other ages, until the fourth day of 
July, in the year eighteen hundred and 
•eventy-four.'* 

Now, a word as to the necessity of some 
action upon this subject. There have been 
many eonsiderations addressed to this House, 
pro and con. One I remember io be, that per* 
sons who own slaves, who have brought them 
here or came here with them, came under a 
direct contract, and with the understanding 
that it wae written in the Constitution of Mis- 
souri that there shall be no act passed by the 
Legislature to emancipate slaves without the 
consent of the slaveholder, and without mak- 
ing full compensation, and that no scheme 
shall ever be enacted that in any way inter- 
feres with the rights of the slaveholder. 

There is, I think, a ready answer to that 
special kind o£ argument. I think, sir, when 
a man came here with hie slaves he comes here 
under the Constitution, and that says that the 
owner shall be protected, that his slaves ahall 
not be taken from him without adequate com- 
pensation, and so on ; but the same Constltn- 
tion says the people have the rinht, should they 
so desire and determine, to change th§ Conttit^ 
Hon and form ofgovemmttU, Have the people 
bound themselves never to change their form 
of government in respect to slavery ? Is there 
anything in the Conetitutien of Illinois why 
that State should not, if its people 00 deter- 
mine, become a slave State ? Hiere is nothing 
said why we may not change our Constitution, 
if we so desire } and there is nothing saiH in 
relation to slave property strotager than applies 
to other property and other rights } and the 
man who comes here with his slave property 
comes here with the full understanding that we 
have the power and the right to change our 
]aws in this respect if we choofe, and he has 
no right to complain if we do. 

What, now, are the circumstances under 
which we are to act in reference to slavery ? 
, We are not to regard it as it would have been 
our duty to do Avt years i^o» when we were 
in profound peace. It is not now to be re- 
garded or treated as a question of fancy or 
experiment, that having tried slavery, we were 
now disposed to try freedom. That is not our 
condition. We are at war ; part o£ our State 
has been deserted. War exists between the 



slavehotding and the non-slaveholding States. 
Slavery is yielding to that power every day, 
and slavery totS be destroyed by the war. That 
being the case, shall we sit idle and discuas 
the question as though it were a matter of 
taste whether we shall hold slaves or not? 
Can we, for instance, discuss this question as 
we might have done in 1840? Would the 'ar- 1 
guments that might have been pertinentf in 1840 
be considered in place now? The importance 
of the question Increases every day ; and when 
a person's judgment or opinion shall be quoted 
for five, or three, or one year back, as differihg 
from his opinion ef to-day, it only shows that 
he has kept up with the progress of events 
t)cciirring around him. 

There is a certain character of mind tint 
forgets, what was once denied, that the earfli 
in its orbit (2oet go round the sun, and insists 
that nothing shall be different now from what 
it was fifty or one hundred years ago. That 
is not the mind to consider the way In which 
affairs should be managed in the hurricane arid 
storm in which we have found ourselves. We 
must adapt oar action to the present condition 
of affairs, in order to accomplish the greatest 
posaible amount of good under the circum- 
stances. Whst would it be to me if any gen- 
tleman said I had been a pro-slavery man? 
Why, I would claim the greater merit for being 
able to perceive that, in Che present condition 
ef affairs, whatever I had of prejudice of bir6i 
or training, I yielded to the force of circum- 
stances, and adapted myself to them. When 
people talk of my having been a pro-slavery 
; man, it goes by me— I k*egard It not I act as 
I do because the interests of the country -de- 
mand it Your own interests demand it; the 
interests of the titate to which you belong, 
and for which you are acting, demand it. 

I am not here to utter curses against slave- 
holders — to send Washfhgton or Jefferson Io 
hell because they had slaves, or to say that 
they had no spark of humanity about them 
because they owned slaves. I have to say 
only this, that there is a necessity, Snd that 
teaches you, sir, and every one in the State, 
that emancipation is needed $ and having set- 
tled this, here Is the place where wisdom is 
needed to adjust it to the intereits of all per- 
sons concerned. It is wise to consider the 
interests of all. It is wrong and unwise to let 
any fourth of July orations or declarationo of 
independence get into your heads, so that you 
mast have the Shackles Of the slave knocks 
off* at once, and the pebpl* thereby taned lAto 
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wretchedness. Take thin^ as they are; if 
there is any crime or sin about slavery^ it be- 
longs to ages past. 

I say, therefore, that the proposition for 
IB^ as it stsDfls hersi ia entirely too toon, 
•itber for Uhi interests of the master or the 
alave^ or for the benefit of the State. 
. I BOW leave the ^vestioD to the CoDTenlion^ 
lor them to act upon threngh all its dJiffinrent 
stafee $ and if they use wisdoei, and cautton, 
and prudence, and an eye single to tlie acoom- 
plisbment of the highest good for all, a dispo« 
sttlen not to insist too strengly upon our own 
feelings, and with an utter repudiation of party 
iselingi and party action, they will look alone 
to the good of the State of which we are mem* 
* hera, and with the destiny of which we are 
entrusted^ and not as fee God and our country. 

Mr. Drakv. The remarks which have been 
made by my colleague, who has just taken his 
seat, do not change the position which I took 
this morning in a single particular; and I de- 
sire to adhere to that position resolutely and 
firmly, let the consequences be what they may. 
[Mr. Drake here reiterated the main features 
o^ his argument in the rooming, for the bene- 
$t of the Governor, who was not present.] 
And now I call upon my venerable colleague 
to come to my position, as to time. His prop- 
osition, as he read it to the House, is only eight 
months and four days after mine. I take my 
position to secure a definite result — a result 
which every man in this Convention can ap- 
preciate and understand fully, whether pro- 
slavery or emancipationist There is a princi- 
ple of action in the selection of the day I have 
najncd ; but I know of no principle of action 
which points to 'the day my colleague has se- 
lected. I secure something by my date ; he 
secures nothing by his date that cannot just as 
well be secured by mine. Then, when I prove 
to bis intelligent mind and matured judgment, 
growing out of the experience of more than 
three score years, that a tangible benefit, a di- 
rect advantage, does occur from the selection 
of ipy date, I call upon him to take his stand 
upon that date, with his system of apprentice- 
ship, or some other. What, I ask, is gained 
in the way of preparing the negro for freedom 
in the eight months and four days 1 My col- 
league will not say, nor will any other gentle- 
man say, that eight months and four days, in 
the development of human character, amounts 
to anything at all, except in matured minds de- 
Teioped under such fiery circumstances as sur- 



round us now. I say, therefore, if my venera- 
ble colleague will assume the position I desire, 
the work may be done, and emancipation com- 
plete, upon the 1st of November, 1866. I will 
adhere to that position even against the ex- 
pressed wishes and earnest remonstrances of 
friends on this fioor, notwithstanding the re- 
spect and friendship [ bear them. It is because 
I see in my proposition a rock upon which eman- 
cipation can be planted — that shall be immova- 
ble against anything but the direct action of 
the people themselves — that I take my stand 
there against every conceivable inducement 
that can be offered me to abandon it. 

The Governor has intimated that his contin- 
uing in oflice may depend upon our passing an 
ordinance of emancipation. On this point I 
consider that the great interests of our State, 
that hang upon emancipation for all coming 
time, are infinitely more important than the 
question who shall administer the government 
for the remainder of this gubernatorial term. 
If the Governor of the State had all the wisdom 
and energy, all the intellectual and moral pow- 
er, all the influence of high character that have 
been combined in all the great men who have 
illustrated the American name, I would say to 
him retire to your home in peace, but let the 
car of emancipation move forward in its glori- 
ous career. * 

My colleague invites you to deal with this 
subject in the light of the facts around you. 
Did I not do the same when I spoke from this 
desk on the Tuesday of last week ? The Gov- 
ernor, I am sure, refers to me when he speaks 
of those who deal with this subject in the light 
of fknatical views. I have not spoken one 
word of the moral aspects of slavery. I ex- 
pressly declared I had nothing to do here with 
them. I said that the crimes of slavery were 
enough for me. I have endeavored to deal 
with it in the light of facts around us, all over 
the State in every direction. I have endeavored 
to deal with it with as much gentleness as pos- 
sible in respect to the interests of the owners 
of the slaves, and that is my principle of ac- 
tion now. But because I have adopted that 
principle of action I am not going to sacrifice 
the interests of a million of non-slaveholders, 
and the millions that are to come, to the inter- 
ests of slaveholders whose slaves are passing 
from their hands every day by hundreds. I 
will deal with this question in the light of the 
present day ; and it is because I deal with it in 
that light that I declare my fixed and unaltera- 
ble purpose, God helping me, to strike slavery 
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down and drive it from the soil of thig State 
at the earliest mom^Dt, not beyond the first of 
November, 1866. 

Gentlemen say that I am dealing with slarery 
as with a criminal. The institution of Ameri- 
can slavery stands this day, before the tribunal 
of the world's judgment, as the most gigantic 
criminal in all tlie records of time, — a criminal 
against honor, against justice, against patriot- 
ism, against our country and our flag, and 
which is, at this very hour, engaged in the 
most tremendous rebellion the world has ever 
known. Talk tf^m^i ^ir* ^re or elsewhere, 
about " consideration" for that institution I I 
have no consideration for it as an institution, 
for it has identified itself with everything that 
is criminal against God and man. It is not, 
gentlemen, because you hold your servants in 
bondage that I thus speak of slavery. I was 
raised partly in Kentucky, and in my childhood 
became familiar with slavery as a system of 
domestic servitude, and have been familiar 
with it many years in this State. I appreciate 
your feelings towards your slaves. No man 
can do so better than I can. I appreciate that 
feeling which gives a place in your heart to that 
little darkey that was born in the same week 
with your own little child, and lias grown up, 
year by year, with your own child to manhood 
or womanhood ; and I can say here I should be 
unworthy the respect of generous men if I 
could not recognize, and rightly appreciate, 
that affection which exists between master and 
slave under such circumstances. I do not won- 
der, I tell you frankly, that you cling to the 
institution of slavery — that you cling to your 
servants. But, sir, it is not with slavery in 
tliat aspect that I am dealing here to-day. I do 
not tell you that you are criminal in every case 
for keeping human beings in bondage ; far from 
it. On the contrary, there are many of you 
who would do wrong if you did not care for 
those family servants. 

It has been attempted here to turn you away 
from the question at issue by personal consid- 
erations between the master and slave. But 
that is not the matter at all. The question is, 
what shall we do with an institution which is 
desolating Missouri almost throughout its en- 
tire extent? I say, when that institution is a 
partner in the crime that is now devastating my 
country, I will strike it down, if God gives me 
tlie capacity and the position to do it. My ven- 
erable colleague says he is in earnest about 
emancipation. I will put his earnestness to the 
test by asking him to come to the date I have 



fixed to secure emancipation foreyer in Mis- 
souri against the possibility of legislatire re- 
peal, and not abide by his date, which learea it 
open to that potsibility. 

Now, upon this poesibiUtj I take leave to wmy 
a few words. Gentlemen may make light of 
it; but when we are dealing witk the interaslB 
of a great Stale, for all coining time» notbiofl^ 
ia light which bears opoD the qoeatien. Whatw 
our position now in this State f We hare a fidi 
Senate elected all at the same dme. Tliey were 
(divided by lot ; and I am informed that it had 
fallen to the lot of most of the pro-elaveiy Sen- 
ator* to hold their seats over ibr four jeers. 
The election in 1864 might retom eno«^ ot 
the same description to give the anti-emaaclpe- 
tionists a two-thirds mi^ori^ in the Senete. 
Then, when we come to the Honte ci Bepre- 
sentatives, what do we find under tlie .Consti- 
tution of this State? A fact, gentlemen, whidx 
you, perhaps, are not aware of, namely, that 
one-third of the population of Missouri elected 
a msjority of the House of Representatives 
that come here and make laws for you. Every 
county must have its representation, and there 
are little counties all over the State ; the resolt 
of which is, that by the most careful compata- 
tion, that one- third of the voters of Missouri, ia 
1860, elected a minority of the House. Even 
without that being the case, it is not very dif- 
ficult to get a migority of two-thirds to pass a 
constitutional amendment I will remark that 
neither in the Senate nor House is it a two- 
thirds vote of all the members elected that ia 
required to pass a constitutional amendment; 
it is only a two-thirds vote of the members 
present, and sometimes there are quite a nun»> 
her absent, and a time might come very easily 
when a two-thirds vote could be got to pass a 
constitutional amendment No gentieman has 
undertaken to assail the possibility of this thing; 
it is only considered that nobody ought to be 
influenced by it. If I were dealing with any* 
thing else in this world than an institution so 
perfidious and corrupt in its character as slavery 
is, I would not think so either. But, for more 
than thirty years, the representatives of Uiat 
institution, with their consciences bound, all 
the time, by solemn oaths to preserve, protect 
and defend the Constitution of the United 
States, have plotted to overthrow that Consti- 
tution. Every single step of their progress lias 
been marked by perfidy and treadiery of the 
deepest die. Does the Ethiopian change hit 
skin ? Does the institution of slavery change 
its characteras to themeansitmakesoseofto 
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obtaiit and hold nnjpiemacf and power 1 Does 
»ay obterring aod reflecting man beiieve that 
it does ? It 10, in that reapect the game every- 
where; and, think yoo, tir, that our elections 
cannot be controlled here by underhand work 
that the honest people of this State would know 
nothing of? My colleague behind me (Mr. 
Hitchcock), in commenting upon my scheme, 
intimated the possibility of its repeal by a Con- 
Tention. That is where I am perfectly willing 
to leave it. I do not wish the people to be 
hampered by any action of oars from carrying 
out their will, la^wtully ejq»ressed, I do not 
think this ConventioQ can make any law which 
will prevent another Convention flrom lawfully 
repeaiing it. I am willing to take that re^M>n- 
sibilitr' Let. them, if they chooae, when a 
Convoition is to be elected, elect one that will 
reinstate slavery and defeat emancipation. 

IRr. Hitchcock. I did not imply an objec- 
tion to the action of the Convention. The 
point I made was that the arguments advanced 
by the gentleman from St. Louis, tn favor of 
his declaration and position, and against going 
beyond 1866, were unsound, becsuse they did 
not provide the protection claimed; inasmuch 
as if he believed there was dsnger from the 
Legislature of 1864, that Legislature was suffi- 
cient to do all the mischief he was providing 
against by calling another Convention, and 
therefore his position did not satisfy me at all. 

Mr. Dkake. I am not providing against 
the miacbief which can be done by the people | 
I am simply providing against the mieebief 
which might be done by men elected on other 
iamiee, and who would then come into the 
Legislature to carry o«t the demands of sla* 
Tery, and who to do it would not, perhaps, 
heaiUte to violate the pledges made at the 
polla. That is what I wi»h to provide against, 
and I will not be moved from that position by 
any appeals that can be made to me. That is 
the difference between leaving it open for 
Conventional and Legislative action. The ap- 
peal has been made to you not to lose the pres- 
ent opportunity. So say L Do not let us 
lose this opportunity, if this work can be done 
efiectually. If you do not want to do it your- 
selves, leave it undone, and the people will 
take care of it If you go back to the people 
vriih it, there is no more certain event than 
tkkB.t they will engplph slavery beyond all hope 
of redemption, aoA they will give you ao sys- 
tem of apprenticethiti. They will do it sud- 
denlyj reeoluUly, finally, and irrevocably* I 



do not want this opportunity lost* I stood up 
in St. Louis on the Saturday before the elec- 
tion, and told the men who did not want to 
elect any members here at all, and denied that 
this Convention had any legal existence — the 
very people who used the language read by 
the gentleman from St Louis (Mr. Sol. Smith) 
from a German paper — I told them frankly 
that that was not the way to do. I told them 
that they should send a member here to ^et all 
the good they could from this Convention, and 
to prevent all the mischief that could be pre- 
vented. I consider that it has power over 
the subject ; I hold to its obligation to act upon 
the subject, and to its duty to the State of 
Missouri, to make a final ending of slavery 
here, and create a glory for themselves that 
all the future will reflect upon their posterity. 
Now, gentlemen of the Convention, if you 
choose, because my proposition is not directly 
coupled with a scheme of apprenticeship to 
vote it down, do to ) but perhaps you will vote 
for it before your deliberations have come to 
an end. Perhaps no other scheme of emanci- 
pation will pass this body. If you choose, for 
any consideration whatever, to throw away 
this opportunity, it is your work, not mine. You 
choose to throw it away because you want, 
for some reason or other, a later day. Ichooae 
to adhere to that day, because I can thereby 
secure a permanent settlement of this question 
for all coming time. Choose your own course, 
gentlemen of the Convention ; I have taken 
mine with all the responsibility that belongs 
to it 

Mr. McCoEMACK. Mr. President: I de- 
sire to occupy the time of the Convention a 
few minutes, while I give the reasons which 
influence my vote upon the grave and im- 
portant subject now engrossing the attention 
of this Convention. - 

In discussing this subject I wish to divest, 
myself of prejudice and partiality; to weigh 
it impartially, forming conclusions upon prin- 
ciples of truth and justice alone. And here I 
wish to state that, in my opinion, a system of 
judicious emancipation passed by this Con- 
vention, equitable and just in itself, both to 
the slaveholder and the slave, will ultimately 
work a great benefit to our State, and will be 
a measure in which the people of the State 
will concur, and which posterity and history 
will record as the last great effort of this body. 
But should we be so unfortunate as to com- 
mit a flagrant injustice by the adoption of an 
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ordinance of emancipation unjust in itself and 
Yioiative of principles of right, it will not 
prove a peace measure to Missouri} neither 
will history or posterity account it a good 
thing ; and this State may be again convulsed 
by a measure of our own adoption. 

In order to form correct conclusions as to 
the propriety or impropriety of the adoption 
of an ordinance of emancipation by this body, 
it will not only be proper to notice the past 
history of our country, but its present condi- 
tion. A study of the history of the free and 
slave States will fully establish this fact, that 
the free States, in the acquisition of wealth 
and people, have far surpassed the slave 
States. Let us institute a comparison between 
free and slave States, and from that compari- 
son draw our conclusions of the relative pros- 
perity of each. New York and Pennsylva- 
nia, two of the original States, abolished 
slavery ; Virginia, North Carolina and South 
Carolina (also original States), retained it. 
For salubrity of climate and fertility of soil, 
these three slave States are but little, if any, 
behind the free States just hamed. In extent 
of territory the States of Virginia, North 
Cilrolina and South Carolina exceed that of 
New York and Pennsylvania 38,000 square 
miles — a territory larger than the State of 
Kentucky. In the year 1810 the States of 
New York and Pennsylvania contained to- 
gether a population of 1,769,140 ; at the same 
period Virginia, North Carolina and South 
Carolina together contained a population of 
1,945,237. From these figures we deduce 
this fact, that fifty years ago these three slave 
States had an advantage over the free States, 
in population, amounting to 176,097; and in 
extent of territory 38,000 square miles— cer- 
tainly an important start in the race to great- 
ness. But what are the changes in half a 
century ? The following figures will show : 
In 1860 the States of New York and Penn- 
sylvania contained a population of 6,786,845, 
while Virginia, North Carolina and South 
Carolina, at the same period, contained, of 
all classes, a population of 3,292,648, having 
been beaten by New York and Pennsylvania 
3,494,197 in the acquisition of people. If the 
internal wealth and commerce of a State may 
be judged of correctly by the amount of rail- 
road it has built, we will find the free States 
just named far in advance of the slave States 
embraced in the comparison. New York and 
Pennsylvania have built 5,244 miles of rail- 
roads; Virginia, North Carolhia and South 



CaroTina hate bcdTt S,047 miles, or 1,597 leti 
than New York and Pennsylvania. If we insti- 
tute a comparison between yotinger sisters of 
the Republic, we find the comparison highly 
favorable to the free States. Take as an in- 
stance Ohio and Kentucky: Here are two 
States lying ^ide by side— the soil of both 
productive, the climate of each talubrioui. 
Ohio contains an area of 39,000 square miles, 
Kentucky an area of 37,000 square miles. In 
1810 Keatusky contained a population- of 
406^511 ; Ohio* at the came period contained 
a population of 100,760, but little over half 
that of 'Kenttrcky. Fifty years froih that 
date the free State of Ohio contained a popOr 
latioti of 2,339,511; the stave State of Rea- 
tucky, at the same period, contained, of all 
classes, a population of 1,158,684, or less than 
one half that of Ohio. Kentucky has built 
549 miles of railroad; Ohio 3,013, or m^re 
than five times that of Kentucky. Let as 
apply the same comparison to Illinois and 
Missouri* Missouri contains an area of 
12,000 square miles more than Illinois. In 
1810 Missouri contained a population of 8,000 
over the population of Illinois at the same 
period. In 1860 Illinois, in point of popula- 
tion, exceeded the whole population of Mis- 
souri ^29,000 — the difference in the atquisi- 
tion of population being more than a half 
million in favor of Illinois, during a period 
of fifty years. Illinois has built 2,867 miles 
of railroad; Missouri has built 817, b^ng 
less than one<*third that of Illinois. To-day 
Illinois is in the tide of prosperity, compara- 
tively free firom debt, and in the enjoyment 
of peace. Missouri is rent and torn by civil 
strife, and stagii^ers undec the ponderous load 
of $30,000,000 in accumulating bonds. 

The evidence thus adduced would seem 
overwhelmingly in favor of this becoming a 
free State. A further compartsoa may, how- 
ever, tend to modify onr first impressions upon 
this subject. And as I desire impartially to 
investigate this subject, I will make some 
statements in reference to Missouri, when 
compared with other free States not yet no- 
ticed. Prom the year 1860 to the year 1860, 
Missouri acquired an Increase of population 
amounting to 499,968 — being 17,296 more than 
Iowa for the same period, 48,509 more than 
Michigan, 29,478 more than Wisconsin, and 
19,000 more than the six f re# States of Mtioe, 
New Hampshire, Vermont Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut put together. 
A very important rsasoa why the free States 
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hare far Burptssed tbe vltv^e fitattt hi tli« ae«> 
qutflition of population to owhig to th« im- 
mense iaflnx of eroigration from OoDtlnental 
Europe to thit country, 4krit\g tb« last half 
century. Theee people, in the great majority 
of o«se», have eelected their future homes in 
Northern States not indeed so much from an 
arerslon to the institution of alavery aato the 
fact that they are generally ignorant of the 
culture of southern staples ^ and the climate 
and the pursuits of the inhabitaata of the 
Northern States batter suit their taste and their 
vocation. The immense emigration from 
Europe to thia State during the past twenty 
years is proof that the institution of slaFery 
liaa beet) but a feeble barrier to emigration 
here. I have thus, as impartially as, 1 could, 
drawn a comparison between slave and free 
States, and noticed the prominent circum* 
aJljances growing out of this institutioa. 

I now propose to notice its connection with 
the civil war which now afflicts and desolates 
our country. The leaders of the rebellion de* 
clared to the world, and to ua^, that slavery 
was the cause which led them to assail our 
beneficent governmejut, and which has filled 
the laud with violence and with blood. 
Whether this was the real cause which ac* 
tuated prominent men of the South to commit 
treason fnay, I think, be questioned. Were I 
to express an opinion of the cause whi^h 
actuated the leaders of the rebellion at Its in- 
auguration, it would be this : A loss of politi- 
cal influence, without a prospect of regaining 
it in the future, was with them the great in* 
centive to action; and, to secure the co- 
operation of the Southern people, &e slavery 
question was agitated. Tlie hearts of their 
people have by it been fired, civil war has^ 
been inaugurated, ^nd the world to-day stands 
aghast at the horrid calamity which the con- 
tending sections of our country are iofiicUng 
npon each other. The loyal soldiers of our 
country have been by traitors denounced as 
'* Abolition hirelings/' who fight to equalize 
the black with the white race ; their honest 
efforts to save the Union, their valor in battle, 
their patient endurance of privation and toil, 
are all adduced as evidence of their love for 
the negro, and their desire to make him the 
equal of the white man in every walk and 
avtnue of life. If our soldiers and people have 
drawn wrong conclusions as to the real cause 
of the rebellion, none have done more to fasten 
upon their minds thia delusion than the rebels 
thamaehrea. If we look at the horrid picture 



whleh the red hand of war has drawn upoo 
the broad limita of our corontry, and especially 
upon our own Slate, and reflect that the settled 
conviction in the minds of a majority of oar 
people is tkht slavery is the cause of the war, 
need we be sorpriaed that they demand of us 
its abolishment? The father, whose gray 
head is bowed with grief for the 1«8S of his 
son in battle, believing slavery ia the cauae of 
the war, demands of us its abolishment. The 
bereft widow^ rendered so by the sacrifice of 
her husband in his country's service, believing 
that slavery is the cause of the war, demands' 
of us Its abolishment. The sister, whose 
brother has gone down in battle, believing that 
slavery is the cause of the war, demands of us 
its abolishment. The soldier, reflecting upon 
the scenes of blood and carnage through 
which he has passed, calliirg to mind the 
names and features of brave Comrades whom 
he has seen fall by hfa aide, calling to mind 
the desolation of his country, the waste of 
human life, the suff*ering he has witntoaed, the 
privations he has endured, the dangers through 
which he hae passed, calling to mind the asto* 
ctations of kindred and of home, and the un* 
certainty of his ever returning to their enjoy- 
ment, believing that slavery is the cause of all 
thia, demands of «a*itB aboUflhment. 

I have thus, to the hest of my ability, con- 
sidered this subject, both in the light of policy 
and of peace. What, sir, is the highest duty 
of men situated as we are? Certahily to 
pass such legal enactments as will tend io 
promote the peace, prosperity and happiness 
of those for whom we are acting. We should 
bear In mind this fact, that legal enactments 
which tend to invite emigration into a country 
add strength and wealth to that country just 
in proportion to the number' t4 persons such 
legislation induces ta become cRIzens. We 
should bear in mind that the passage of laws 
vrhieh (Homote the peace of a oonntry, tends 
to the safety and happiness of its citiaens} 
for in the midst of violence there is neither 
safety nor happiness for any people. Sir, 
will the passage of aa ordinance of emanci. 
pation efiect theae objects? This is the 
problem for us to solve. Notwithstanding! 
Mr. Presideat, it may be a popular error 
that slavery is the cause of the war— not» 
withstanding the aboUshing of slavery may 
not mitigate nor shorten the war in ourState, 
yet the people believe it will accomplish both | 
and we are called upon to act in the emer- 
gency, and legislate for future generations aa 
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-vnXi as for }h« prcMnt Sir^ tiM rttp^nai* 
bility is an iDporUnt oim. Sball we prove 
otmelvee adequate to the tatk? Shall we 
bid prejudice and party feeling begone? 
Shall we lose sight of oarselves and strive 
for our country's good alone, bearing ia mi&d 
the wants and the wishes of our people, the 
rights of loyal slaveholders, and the claims 
which society has upon us? 

Mr. Drakb. I am of opinion, from what 
has privately transpired, that if the Conven- 
tion will adjourn to Monday morning, there 
probably can be a proposition submitted to it 
upon which a mf^jority of this body can concur. 
I therefore, sir, in the earnest hope that it may 
1)0 done, move that the Convention now ad- 
joum until 9 o'clock Monday morning. 

Mr. Gantt. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Ayes, 22; noes, 68. 

Mr. LoHa. I ask leave of absence for Mr. 
Pipkin. 

Granted. 

Mr. Drakb. If it is in order, I propose to 
add the following to my amendment : 

*' Provided f that all slaves emancipated by 
this ordinance shall remain under the control 
and be sntgect to the authority of their owners, 
but without any power in soeh owners to sell 
them during the following periods, to-wit : — 
Those over forty yeijirs of age, for and during 
their lives; those under twelve years of age, 
until they arrive at the age of twenty- three 
years; and those of all other ages, until the 
fourth day of July, in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-four." 

May I inquire, without disrespect to my col- 
league, whether he will be willing to come up 
to the date of the lat of ifovember^ 1866, with 
that amendment? 

Gov. Gamble. I will vote for that, sir. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I am also willing to vote 
for that, although I foel satisfied that a date 
earlier than 1870 cannot be agreed upon by a 
minority of this Convention. I wish to give 
notice, that, if I can obtain an opportunity, I 
shall propose an amendment which I trust will 
remove the objections of many members, who 
now seem indisposed to vote f(Nr any ordinance 
of emancipation. It will be remembered that 
on the 10th of April, 1862, Congress passed a 
resolution declaring '*^at the United States 
ought to cooperate with any State which may 
adopt gradual abolishment of slavery, giving to 
such State pecuniary aid, to be used by such 
State, in its discretion, to compensate for the 



incenvenienots, publle aad private, produced 
by such change of system." It is my desire 
to authorise the Legislature, when such aid is 
given, to use the staie, in a just manner, for 
the purposes intended; but to prohibit the ex- 
tension of any portion of such peeuniary aid to 
slave-owners who have in any way assisted 
the rebellion against the Government of the 
United States. 

Mr. HsMDEBSoir. If it is in order, I move 
to amend the amendment by striking out 1866, 
and inserting 1868. I introduced that amend- 
ment to secure the support of those in this 
body whose vote, I think, will be necessary to 
carry it. 

Mr. BRBOKnrniDbB. I desire, sir, that the 
Convention may adjourn, that gentlemen may 
have an opportunity to consider and decide as 
to the course it woidd be wisest to adopt. If 
in order, I would ask that the motion be with* 
drawn, and tlmt the proposition be printed. 

Mr. Gantt. I call for the ayes and noes on 
the adjournment. 

Ayes, 86 ; noes, 49. 

The Presideict. Having refhsed to ad- 
journ, the question is on the amendment to 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Pike. 

Mr. LiNDEWBOWBR. Having paired off with 
Mr. Drake of Moniteau, I wish to be excused 
from voting. 

The ayes and noes were then called on Mr. 
Henderson^s amendment 

Atbs — ^Messrs. Bartlett, Bass, Bast, Birch, 
Bogy, Broadhead, Calhoun, Cayoe, Collier, 
Comingo, Deal, Duvall, Dunn, Frayser, 
Flood, Foster, Gantt, Gorin, Hall of B., 
Henderson, Hough, How, Howell, Jamison, 
Johnson, Kidd, Marvin, Matson> McCor- 
mack, McFerran, Moss, Moxley, Norton, 
Orr, Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Bankin, 
Ray, Ritchey, Rowland, Sayre, Shackelford 
of H., Shackelford of St. Louis, Sheeley, 
Smith of St. L., Waller, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President — 51. 

NoKS — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bonnifield, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Doniohan, Drake of 
St. L., Eitzen, Gamole, Hitcncock, Holmes, 
Holt, Irwin, Isbell, Jackson, Lecper, Lin- 
denbower. Long, McClurg, McDowell, Mo- 
Lean, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, Ross, Scho- 
field, Soott, Shanklin, Smith of L., Stewart, 
Vanbuskirk, and Walker— 32. 

Mr. Hemdebsoit. I ofier to amend the 
amendment by inserting after the word 
** them," *< out of the State of Missouri." 

Gov. Gamble. I desire to remark that pro- 
hibition for selling slaves was not in the origi- 
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Bftl dnft ; the genUemaa ftom 8t Look- (Mr. 
I>rake) added thoee words. 

Mr. Dbakb. T^ere is pcobibition of slaver/ 
aiMf involuntary servitode in the ordioanee, 
and without that asiendment the whole, thing 
is contradictory. I would ask the gentleman 
from Pilce whether he understands the prohi- 
lotion of sale to reach up to, or beyond, the 
year named. 

Mr. HsNDBBSOir. Slavery will remain ab- 
solute up to 1868, and after that period slaves 
to-be !n the condition of apprentices. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Are those who hold tiiose 
apprentices to have the privilege of selling 
themi 

Bf r. Hbvdbrsov . Not out of the State. 

Mr. Hbhdbrson. I understood the gentle- 
man from Pike to propose that masters shall 
have the right of assigning the services of ap- 
prentices. 

Mr. Hbhdbbboit. Unquestionably so. 

Mr. Drake. The whole thing as it now 
stands is contradictory in itself; for it declares 
that slavery and involuntary servitude shall 
not continue beyond a certain time, and yet 
there is a provision which declares that men 
may sell these negroes during the whole period 
of their servitude. 

Mr. Hbhdbrsok. I may misunderstand the 
language, or the meaning of the language of 
the amendment ofibred by the gentleman from 
St. Louis. The original proposition offered by 
tiie Committee on Emancipation proposes that 
slavery and involuntary servitude shall cease 
to exist in 1876. The gentleman fh>m Saint 
Louis oilers an amendment that it shall cease 
in 1866. To that amendment I offer another 
amendment that slavery should oease to exist 
in 1868 : that, I understand, has been adopted, 
and it leaves slavery in existence till 1868. 
Now I understand that if we leave the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from St. Louis stand- 
ing as it is, he prohibits the sale of slaves from 
to-day, even to persons in the State. My ob- 
ject is to make the bill consistent in all its par- 
ticulars. If you leave slavery and involuntary 
servitude in existence up to 1868, my idea is 
to let the owner have the power of selling up 
to that period in or out of the State ; after that 
there will be but a trttisference of apprentice- 
ship in the State. 

Mr. Brbokiitridob. The difficulty I un- 
derstand to be, that it is supposed the effect of 
the amendment offered by my colleague (Mr. 
Drake), if adopted, would be to prevent the 
transfer of the services of former slaves aftar 



the date of emanoi^tioB and during ike term 
of service provided f6r by the ordhianot. My 
colleague's object seems to be to make it eev^ 
tain beyond question that slavery, as suoh, 
shall end at the date fixed in 1866, and shall 
then give place to apprenticeship or service fir 
a term of years': to tliat end, he proposes to 
amend by adding the words, "without tlie 
power of selling.'' This was objected tOi and 
probably was not sufficiently explicit It was 
proposed to insert these words for the simple 
purpose of securing beyond all doubt the abso- 
lute removal of slavery, as such, after 1868. 

My friend from Pike seems to suppose the 
effect of it will be, that after the appointed 
date in 1868 there can be no assignment of the 
term of apprenticeship. The object of my col- 
league, as I understand, in proposing to amend 
by adding the words " out of Missouri," was 
to prevent any possible construotioB of tlie or- 
dinance by which negroes freed in 1868, and 
afrer that held as a|»prentices, could be sold 
out of the State, and thus practically again re- 
duced to slavery. He desired the ordinance 
to recognize them after the date at which free- 
dom attaches as apprentices, and to provide 
for the transfer and assignment of the term of 
service due from them, but to prohibit any 
transfer or assignment out of the State. If I 
correcdy understand the object of the gentle- 
men, there is nothing inconsistent in their 
propositions. One wishes to guard against one 
danger, and the other against another. One 
desires to prevent a possible construction, by 
which slaves, freed under the ordinance, might* 
after the date at which freedom vests, be sold 
as apprentices out of the State, with the proba* 
bility of being thus really reduced again to 
slavery ; the other wishes to guard against the 
use of phraseology which might be held to deny 
the right to transfer the claim to the services 
of apprentices, within the State, after the date 
at which slavery is to oease. 

Mr. Henderson. My only reason for offnr- 
ing the amendment was, there is a prohibition 
of the sale of a slave from tontiay. If the gen- 
tleman from St. Louis will withdraw that part 
of bis amendment, I will withdraw mine — that 
is, the part that prevents the sale of a slave. 

Mr. Hovoif. Th#re seems to be, if not 
confusion, at least some lack of understanding 
about this matter, and, as it is one of import- 
ance, I move an adjournment to Monday morn- 
ing, 9 o'clock. 

The motion was put and negatived. 
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Mr* IMakb. I am wlUbf • for the Mke of 
avoiding tbij 4iifiail^,sto ttriko out of mj 
aiMfidrntat ftke w«r<U that I knmttedf which 
Vf§n not in the propotitioA of Gpw, Gamble. 

Mr. HiKNDEafoif, Th^n I have no amend- 
maat to offer in reference to that difficulty. 
While slavea are in slavery, they can be sold i 
when they are apprenticeSi thty cannot be. 

Mr. Wbi«ch. I move that we now adjourn 
to Monday mornin^^ 9 o'clock^ and that the 
pending propositions be printed. 

Carried. Ayes, 43 ; noes, 32. 

The ordinance pending on the adjournment 
was as follows : 

in OaniNAMGB TO PROTISB FOR CERTAIN 
AMINDMSNTS TO THS CONSTITUTION AND FOB 
THB EMANCIPATION Of SLATES. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 
Missouri in Convention assembled: 
SeoCion 1. The irst and second olanses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Ck>nstitation are hereby abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slayery and involuntary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
apd seventy-six; and. all slaves within the 
State on that day are hereby declared to be 
free. 



Sec. Z* Thai all alav^ h/dreaf ter brou^t 
into this 3tate,and not now belonging to ei^ 
tiiens of this State, shall tlMreapon be free. 

See. 4. All tlares remored by oonaenf of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by snch State of an act or ordinance 
of secession, and hereafter brought into 
this State by their owners, shall thereupon 
be free. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

Am«nd section two by striking oat the 
words ^^ fourth day of July, eighteen hnn* 
dred and seventy-six,'' and inserting in 
lien thereof the words ** first day of Novem- 
ber, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight,'' 
and by adding to said section the words 
following : " Provided^ that all slaves eman- 
cipated by this ordinance shall remain 
under the control, and be subject to the 
authority of their owners, during the fol- 
lowing periods, to wit: those over forty 
years of age, for and during their lives ; 
those under twelve years of age, until they 
arrive at the age of twenty-three years; 
and those of all other ages, until the fourth 
day of July, in the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy-four." 



THIBTEENTH DAY. 



Jeffsrsom Citt, 
Monday^ June 2»» 1803. 

Convention met at 9 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the ChapUin. 

The journal' of Satardny was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Bus h, who was absent when the vote 
was taken on Saturday, a^ked and ohtained 
leave to record his vote against the amendment 
ofiered by Mr. Henderson. 

Mr. la WIN. I rise for the purpose of ask- 
ing leave of absence for the Sergf ant-at-Arms, 
on account of the sickness of his wife. 

Mr. 6antt« I suppose, Mr. Prealdent, the 



Sergeant-at-Arms can obtain leave of absence 
without asking the permission of the Conven« 
tion. The only difference i?, that if he obtains 
the assent of tbe Convention he is entitled to 
his pay while absent from his duties. 

Mr. Hatrb. I have seen the dispatch re« 
ceived by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the state- 
ment of the gentleman from Shelby is correct. 
If he finds his wife in a condition that he may 
leave her, he will start %apk from Kirksville, 
in the county of Adair, to-morrow« Under the 
circumstances, therefore, I think leave of ab* 
sence should be granted. I call for the ayes 
and noee. 

It was decided in th« negative — ayes, 28) 
noes, $1. 
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IVKW COVNTT or LYMT. 

Mr. Smith of Linn. J beg leave to present 
the report of the committee to wbom wat re- 
ferred the ordinance organizing the county of 
Lyon. I desire to say that the county proposed 
to be established by this ordinance is composed 
ezcluBively of territory belonging to the coun* 
ties of Macon and Ltnn, and will be about six- 
teen miles miles and a fraction wide, east and 
west, by twenty-four miles In length. The 
people within these limits have for several 
years desired the establishment of this new 
county, but have not been enabled to do so on 
account of the consiitutional provision requir- 
ing more territory to entitle the Legislature to 
«ct in the case. The people of tbat- district of 
country now ask this Conventton to declare it 
eoBstitiitlooal. We have a precedent for this 
measure, sir, in the formation of the county of 
Schuyler, which does not eoiiHin at much ter- 
ritory at this proposed c county by a consider- 
able aoount^ yet it was declared a county by 
the Legitlatune «t two consecutive sessions. 
There are about lour hundred square miles of 
territory from which this county is proposed 
to be eelebUehed^ The people within the said 
iimits earAe»tly detire the . establishment of 
this new county, and the citizens of Linn and 
Macoo are willing that the measure should bo 
eeatummated. 

Mr. Drakb. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Linn if the eonetitutlonal amendment 
•etabtishing the connty of Schuyler was not 
adopted by the Legislature in order to obviate 
the diffieuity that grew out of the settleeMnt of 
the bonndiry tine bet west Iowa end Missouri, 
reducing, as it did, the eotinty of Schuyler be- 
low its old constitutional limits ? 

Mr. Smith of Linn. I understand It was, 
tir. 

Mr. DaAKC. I would inquire fiifther, 
whether the eetablithing of the proposed new 
county does not reduce one county below the 
constitutional limits? 

Mr. Smith of Linn. It does reduce the 
county of Linn below the constitutional limits 
by about thirty square miles. 

Mr. Sheelet. Will it not require some- 
thing in this ordinance to make the county of 
Linn a. legal county, if it is reduced beyond the 
limits required by the Constitution? 

Mr. Smith. I apprehend that it will not, 
air. 

iir. DaAK£. With every deshre to oblige 



the gentleaan from Lbin, I cannot content^ so 
far as I am concerned, to go into thit species 
of legislation, and I think the gentleman from 
Linn, when he reflects upon it, will feel satis- 
fied that we ought not to go into this kind of 
business here. 

Mr. Smith of Linn. J am in hopes the gen- 
tleman from St. Louis will withdraw his ob- 
jection. This ie a matter which the Legislature 
caniM>t do ; there is a constitutional provisien 
in the way $ but this Convention can declare 
the propose^ county of Lyon a constitutional 
and legal one, while the Legislature cannot do 
it. The people have bad large meetings favor- 
ing the proposition, and ss it will be a very 
great convenience to them, I sincerely hope 
the Convention will see fit to accede to their 
request. 

Mr. Orr. It strikes me, that if we are going 
to make new counties, would it not be better 
to reorganize all the counties, at least in every 
locality where there is enough land to do so; 
but, so far at I am concerned, I never will vote 
to make a new county, except in the way au- 
thorized by the Constitutioe. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. As I am well Ac- 
quainted with the part of tbe^lste referrtito, 
I will say that it would be a great convenience 
to the people if the new oounty were establish- 
ed. Macon City it now the. county seat| it 
was transferred last winter. Co<tsequently 
there are parts of the county, I presu|ne,foity- 
five miles from Macon City, with the river 
between, which, I believe, lias no bridge but 
the railroad l^ridge in the county, and the 
county is unable at yet to construct bridges 
across it I am satisfied that no objection can 
be made by any one in Macon county. The 
thing Is desirable, and would be i| great con- 
venience to the people of that section of coun- 
try, and 1 should be glad to see the measure 
passed by the Convention. 

Mr. FosTKa. The reason why the county 
of Schuyler was established with lets territory 
th:in was required by the Constitution was, that 
the people qf my county would not suffer the 
land to be taken out in a southwardly direc- 
tion. Being acquainted with that pait of the 
county referred to, I can substantiate the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Randolph, and I 
well know that the people of Macon and Linn, 
who would be affected by it, are in favor of 
the establiiihmeet of the new county. 

Mr. Oaa called for the ayes and noes. 

On th«> question being submitted to the vote, 
the retuit was-<-ayeS| 91 1 nees^ 63. 
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09 THB AFPBOFSlATIOlf OF nfTT THOVSAND 
IM>LLARS rOB THB 8ICJK AMU W0VJIDBD SOL* 
^ SIER8 or MISSOURI. 

Mr. PHiLLipf. I beg to prostnt ttM report 
of the Special Committee to whom was re* 
ferred the ordinance appropriatktg $50,000 for 
the care of the sick and wounded soldiers 6f 
Missouri : 

<^ The majority of the committee to whom 
was referred the ordinance appropriating 
money for the care of the aick and wounded 
soldiers of Missouri^ beg leare to report, 
that^ in view of the embarrassed condition 
of the finances of the State, and the misnse 
so often made and liable to be mado of 
such appropriations, coupled with the fur- 
ther objection to this body engaging in 
special le>gisUtion, they would therefore 
respectfully Tecommend the rejection of> 
the ordinance. J. F. Phillips, 

F- MlYlB-** 

Gov. Gamblb. Last June we pnssed an 
6rdinance of the character I understand this 
to be, appropriating $50,000 in defence war- 
rants, for the benefit of the sick and wounded 
soldiers of Mfssouri. Members of the Con- 
vention may have seen a statement from Mr* 
Teatman, who is at the head of the Sanitary 
Committee, sayln^r Qiat he had applied to roe, 
and as I was unwilling to employ any new and 
expensive sgency for the distribution of this 
fund, I pot myself in communication with him, 
and satisfied myself that the money that had 
been voted would be usefully and rightfully 
applied. I, however, explained that all the 
funds thus confided to them must be expended 
for the benefit of Missouri's soldiers. Out of 
that fund I have drawn on the State Auditor, 
in behalf of the President of the Sanitary Com* 
mission, for $10,000, and the $10,000 still re* 
main in the Treasury. I notice, however, ill 
the published statements of the President of 
the Sanitary Committee, that he says that 
$70,000 have been expended for the sick and 
wounded soldiers of Missouri. I am not able 
to say, at this time, whether this entire sum 
has been expended exclusively for the soldiers 
of our State or not If it has been, that may 
be an absorption of what now remains of the 
former appropriation. He has applied to me 
for the balance, but I have not as yet given an 
order on the Auditor | but if the expenditure 
has been made, as it seems to have been, for 
the benefit of oar sick and wounded, of course 
the balance must, in justice, be turned over to 



him, in behalf of the Sanitary Committee. Iq 
the present state of the case, therefore, I do 
not think it would be judicious to make any 
further appropriation. . 

Mr. Bboadhbad. I rise to a question of 
privilege. I have learned that several mem- 
ber of this Convention understood that I made 
a charge against the loyalty of the gentleman 
from Greene^ (Mr. S. Orr,) in the remarks I 
made on Saturday. I deem it due to the gen- 
tleman , and to the position I occupy, to disclaim 
any such intention. I cannot recall the exact 
words I used ; but I do not desire that any such 
construction should be put upon the remarks I 
made. 

Mr. VABBnaKiBX. I aak for the appoint- 
ment of a member on the Committee of Ao- 
oouBls, in place of Mr. Pipkin, who is absent on 
leave. 

The Chair appolBted Mr. Holt 

The regular order for the day was then ta* 
ken up, namely, the ameBdnoent of Mr. Hear 
derson to the amendment of Mr. Drake to the 
original ordinance of the Bnandpation Com- 
mittee. 

The question being upon the amendment of 
Mr. Henderson to the ordinance of emandfw- 
tion, striking oat 4th of July, 1S76, the time 
when slavery ahall cease to exist, and insertfag 
Ist day of November, 1868, and by adding the 
fbllowing : 

** Provided, That all slaves emancipated 1^ 
this ordinance shall remain under the control, 
and subject to the authority, of their owners 
dariog the following periods, to-wit : those over 
forty years of age, for and during their lives; 
those under twelve years of age, until they sr- 
rive at the age of twenty-three years ; and those 
of all other ages, until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four.'' 

Mr. Lbbpbb. Since I have been a member 
of this body, I am not aware that I have ever 
given a vote for the purpose of manufacturing 
an opinion, or creating an impression at 
home or anywhere else. The course I take is 
that which seems in the line of my duty, and 
I take it without regarding for a moment what 
may be the opinion of disloyal men ; and I am 
always willing to shoulder the responsibility of 
any act of mine in this Convention. 

Members of this Convention who believed 
that some scheme of speedy emancipation was 
absolutely essential to the peace and prosperity 
of this State were called radicals ; at the com- 
mencement of this rebellion, they were de- 
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noanced as Black ReptiUicaiM and enemiet of 
the €k)Teniment Bat, in times like the present, 
when this country is stmsglhig for its rery 
existence, what loyal man can stand hy and be 
a neutral f I cannot say I hare no part to take 
in this stmggle. In such circumstances, I am 
bound to be a radical ; for to be a radical is to 
love and aid our country that is threatened with 
ruin and destruction by some of its own recre- 
ant children. I took sides at the first outbreak 
of this rebellion, and never stopped for a mo- 
ment to decide between my interest and duty. 
Therefore, in the true sense of the term, I am 
a radical, — strange as the term sounds tome,-^ 
when, to put down tiie rebellion, iireqttire$ men 
to be radical. \ 

8ome gentlemen insist upon callin'g us revo* 
lutionary. I am, and always have been, op- 
posed to revolution. My course in this Con- 
vention and out of it, affords proof of thisr. If 
it is insisted that we are revolutionary because 
we desire the people of Missouri to elect their 
own rulers, and because we wish to submit 
the action of this Convention to the people, 
then I candidly confess I am no judge of what 
revolution is. 

It is said, too, that if we agitate this slavery 
question we divide the Union' party upon It. 
Now, Mr. President, if there is any meaaiiig at 
aM in this, it is that emaneipation will cause a 
division in the Union party, and that one por- 
tion of this party wiU go against potting down 
the rebellion. Now, if our love for the negro 
it going to stop our regard for the Qovemment, 
let us, by all means, know ftom which side it 
is to come. I think it will be ihrni the party 
that is going to oppose emancipation. Another 
remark I have heard repeatedly, and with great 
surprise, is in denunciation of the President of 
the United States and of his acts, and of the of- 
ficers and soldiers of our army. Now, while I 
admit that In an army as large as ours, we may 
have men and oflBcers who will sometimes do 
wrong,~for it is a natural and perhaps an in- 
evitable consequence of bringing so large a 
body of men together ;— but when an army is 
denounced as " negro thieves" and " despera- 
does," and when such appellations as " thiev- 
ing" and " marauding" are applied to their op- 
erations, I cannot but ask gentlemen for their 
authority for such censure ; and alHo to inquire 
why such appellations are not applied to Jeff. 
Davis and his army of the Southern Confede- 
racy ? When our army is so denounced, and 
these safne men have nothing to say against the 
cursed system of guerrilla warfhre carried on 



in this State, I camiot bat CKwehide, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that their mouths are sealed because their 
sympathies are in the wrong quarter. 

With respect to the proposition now before 
the House, I cannot say It entirely satisfies me; 
especially the latter part of this ordinance, 
making emancipation gradual, by letting die 
period of servitude extend to dlfitrent periods. 
It would please me rery modi better if I could 
see distinctly where emancipation begins and 
where it ends. I fear, too, that the measure 
will give rise to mucLdifflonlty in regard to tl^e 
age of skves. How easy it will be to add to 
or dednct a few years from the age of a slave. 
This is a difficult that will oome up at evefy 
stage in carrying oat this measure. I am wip- 
ing to go ibr a system of apprenticeship,— that 
is, servitode after emanoipadon takes plaoe,— 
bat, I want to know when that servitade com- 
mences and when it ends. I would say to this 
OoDventioa that my lot has been* iron my 
birth up to the present time, in a slave State, 
and up to the present time my foot haa never 
tou<died the soil of a ttee State. I think, there- 
fore, I may say that my prejudices are not in 
favor of emancipation. I have, from the time 
I have been able to use my rea9on» up to the 
breaking oat of the reheUion, been in lavor of 
letting slavery alone ; and as fi^ as I have ImmI 
any influence, it has been exercised in inducixig 
people to qui^ that eternal agitalloa of the sub- 
ject. 

When this secession movement came up« I 
told the people that it would lead to war* aad 
that war would lead to, the destroction of slave- 
ry in the United States. X believe, too, that 
slavery is the cause of the war* and that, with- 
out it, the war would never have been, I tm, 
theui Mr. President, in favor of immediate 
emancipation ; I believe that the State of Mis- 
souri demands it should talce place, and speed- 
ily too. A year ago, the sentiments of the peo- 
ple of this State were very different When 
one of the most gradual schemes of emancipa- 
tion was proposed, it was treated with contempt 
and scoffing, and it was, without ceremony, li^d 
upon the table, with only nineteen votes cast 
against its being buried. What great changes 
of sentiment and circumstances have taken , 
pUce since that time ! Have we come here in 
order to draw the people after us 1 No, sir ; 
but the people of Missouri have moved and are 
drawing us af^r them. The Governor of the • 
State tells as that some system of emancipa- 
tion is necessary. Why did he not tell us that 
last year f Simply because ^e people did not 
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demand It. Tbe people^hare called im heie to 
do their wMl; and they will not be aatufi^d 
with anything ^ort of soMe acheme^ ftxied« and 
stable, and irreroeable by anything that can be 
done hereafter, except by the direct action of 
Ae people. Believe me, Mr. Fret ident» noth- 
ing short of that will satisfy the people of the 
State of MiiMonrt 

I know, Bfr. President, that there are men 
who will Yote ftyr emancipation to-day tha^ 
wonld not have touched it a year ago with a 
pole forty feet Icteg ; and why ? Simply that 
the people have demanded it of them. I otgect 
to this proposition jiow before the Exmie, first, 
that it defers emancipation till 1868; and it 
gives a diance«-a b»t chance— ^or aU the efihrts 
that can be brought to bear upon it by the 
madiinations of party scheming to defeat it 
Nevertheless^ I am willing to concede •some- 
thing, provided the measure be put npon a Ann 
basis that will. prevent its being hiterfe^ed 
with hereafter. The danger is that, by pntting 
-it off till 1868, it may be that a party will arise 
in Missoori who will try to put down ^s 
emano^ation scheme by eyery means in their 
power. 

Bat, it is said that our slaves are leaving their 
masters ; and so th^y are : and if Uie hiws now 
in force are not snflcient to stop it, none that 
we can make wiU do it The truth is, the in- 
stitotion of skvery in Missouri is. doomed, if 
not dead, and it is the rebellion that has done 
it The rebellion has done more to destroy 
^very than all &e Abolitkmists and Aid So- 
cieties the Noith ever produced. I say, there- 
fore, to my pro-slavery friends, slavery is 
doomed, imd to yon belongs the glory ot hav- 
ing^ killed it 

And who is not rejoiced that slavery. is 
doomed ? Has it not been a dog upon the en- 
ergies of our State 1 Has it not retarded our 
progress, and sown the seeds of discord which 
we now reap in tears ? Does this great State 
need slavery ? — a State that is large enough 
and rich enough to be an empire within itself I 
Let us turn her loose ; release her from her 
shackles ; throttle the monster that would de- 
spoil this fhir land, and then we may return 
home to our constituents with the conviction of 
having done our duty, approved alike by our 
own consdences and by the people whom we 
are here to represent 

Mr. BioASHBAP. The language of the 
amendment does not aofficienfly specify the 
nature of the rtlatioA that will exist between 



the former master and the slaves eiDan(;ip»- 
. ted. The word <^ servants," I observe, has 
been ussd in the l^islation of the Eutern 
States and New Jersey— but in most instaDCcg 
they were apprenticed to their former owners 
and the laws on the subject of apprentices 
applied to them, so that there was no diffi- 
culty in fixing the relations existing between 
them. Thea et of the British Parliameot pro- 
viding for the emancipation of slaves in the 
West India islands was passed on the 28th 
of Aigusty 1833. It divided the emancipa- 
ted slaves into three classes — ^predial-attached, 
predial-unattached, and non-predial. They 
were apprenticed to their former owners/and 
during the period of such apprenticeship were 
called '' apprenticed laborers/' and their 
duties and rights, as well as those of their 
masters, were provided for with great partico- 
larity and minuteness of detail, embracing as 
much as 29 pages of the EngUsh statutes; 
compensation was provided for the owners. 
The period of apprenticeship for the predial- 
attached laborers, or those who had been em- 
ployed in^agricuUural pursuits on farms owned 
by their masters terminated in August, 1S40, 
just seven years ; and dur^ that period their 
position was well defined and understood. 

It it pDoposed by (his amendment that these 
emancipated slaves shall beheldas •ervsafs of 
their former masters for certain periods. 
Should this be adopted the relation ezlsting 
between master and servant would be nose 
other than that existing at conunon law be« 
tween the master; and the hired servant— the 
only difiTerence being that in one instance this 
relation would be created by contract between 
the partiea, and in the other by operation of 
law } but the meaning of the word servant 
being well understood and settled, the duties 
and liabilities of the parties would be govern- 
ed by the rules of the common law. It may be 
said that they would still be slaves. Not so ; 
they are declared to \>h free after 1868. Their 
relations will then have changed from slavery 
tot qualified freedom. The emancipated slaves 
-^then servants—are required to serve their 
former masters ; those over 40 years of age, 
during their lives ; those under 12, until they 
arrive at the age of 23; and those ever 12, till 
l$74. Suppose one of these servants refuses 
to perform the services required of him, how 
is the seivice to be enforced ? To attempt to 
enfocce it by action at common law would be 
ridiculous. There is no apprenticeship— no 
mode of enfotcing it by that law, and yet the 
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master is said to be entitled to the services. 
Now if this is to be a mere empty declaration 
we had as well leave it out entirely, and de- 
clare simply and absolutely that all slaves 
shall be free at a certain period; but if they 
are in fact to be servants, let us define what 
that relation is. We cannot well undertake in 
an ordinance to prescribe the particular rights 
and duties of each, nor how those rights may 
be enforced. This must be left to legislation 
hereafter ; or else we may say that the laws 
now in force, and which are well understood, 
shall determine those relations until they can 
be altered or amended by the Legislature. It 
may be said then that slavery would still con- 
tinue during that period, but this is not true. 
The great leading distinction between slavery 
and freedom would have been established ; the 
negro would no longer be a thing, but a person i 
he would have the right of serving in a court of 
justice, of acquiring and holding property of 
every description, goods, chattels, land and 
tenements ; whatever he might acquire by his 
labor, by gift or by descent, would be his — the 
law would recognize his rights, and he would 
have a status in the community. There must 
be some fixed relation established between the 
master and the emancipated slave, if he is to 
continue to serve his former master, or else the 
provision amounts to nothing. 

Got. Gamble. The word apprentice has 
been used in all ordinances that have been 
proposed in which there has been qualified 
servitude, that is, servitude after the destruc- 
tion of chattel slavery. The idea attached to 
*' apprentice," as it is shown in the laws we 
have passed, has been similar to that of minors 
or chUdren bound for their benefit to masters 
for the purpose of learning some art or calling. 
That idea, however, is not exactly that which 
is meant to be expressed in this ordinance, 
because the persons we are legislating for in- 
clude household cooks, washer-women, nurses, 
chambermaids, &c., and to such the word ap- 
prentice, in its ordinary acceptation, would not 
be applicable. It is for this reason the word 
•* servant'* is used. This word would be 
known to lawyers in an ordinance providing 
for emancipation, as persons who had just be- 
fore been slaves, but who had been emancipa- 
ted from slavery; and the word "servant** 
would imply altogether a different relation to 
that of '* slave.** The word servant, therefore, 
was preferred to apprentice, because it seemed 
to convey a clearer distinction of the true rel|- 
24 



tion that would exist in the future between 
matter and servant, 

A word as to the ages mentioned in the ordi- 
nance, and the selection of the periods given. 
In deciding upon this matter we ought to have 
an eye to the interest and welfare of all the 
parties interested. Take, for instance, the 
first provision, that says that after 40 the per- 
son shall remain a servant for life. And 
why ? Because a person at that time of life 
is approaching a condition in which it would 
be unsafe to send him into the world to rely 
upon himself. It is important that he should 
remain under the protection^ guidance and 
control of others. He is not in a position 
to act for himself, and to accumulate means 
to supply his own wants, and to provide for 
his needs late in life. I thought it, therefore^ 
but right and just that the owner of the slave, 
who had profited by his labor in the prime ol 
his life, should assist to support him in bis 
declining years. I did not think there would 
be any real humanity to the slave in any other 
course. At 40 years of age I regard his habits 
of thought, of body and action as so confirmed 
that to force him into new and untried cir- 
cumstances, amid tbb strife and turmoil of 
life, would be unwise as well as uncharitable. 
So as regards young children under 12. 
What can you do with them? Turn them 
loose into the world? Why, sir, it would 
be absolute cruelty to do so. But to take 
them at that period of life, when their minds 
are sufficiently developed to receive the train- 
ing that will be useful to them, will permit 
of their characters being formed and their 
minds disciplined between the ages of Id and 
33. Those over 13 years of age will serve till 
the year 1874, and this will afiford the oppor- 
tunity for such to look upon their approaching 
deliverance from slavery, and to prepare them- 
selves for the change of life which that year will 
bring with it It may be that the periods and 
dates fixed upon may not be the best possible 
selection ; but I have endeavored, to the best 
of my ability, to bear in mind the welfare of 
all concerned, and have never lost sight of 
the important fact that we are dealing with 
the future interest and welfare of thousands 
in this State. 

Mr. McFEimAK. Mr. President, the history 
of the world it the history of wars. Peace !• 
the exception, not the general rule. The charge 
that the institution of slavery it a great crime, 
and thft caose of the war, and should therefore 
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be destroyed, is the cry of Peter the Hermit 
inciting a crusade not only against the institu- 
tion, but, amid the fiery passions of the present, 
against the people, the ciTilization, and the 
peace of Missouri. Tirades of this character 
cannot in any sense be regarded as friendly to 
the people of Missouri. Harangues of .this 
character weave into the passions of our peo- 
ple a bitter, relentless hate, that develops itself 
in the long catalogue of crimes which curse 
our State. If the institution of slavery was the 
cause of the war — which I do not admit — it is 
no reason why all should be impoverished who, 
relying upon the Constitution and the laws, 
have invested their means in slave property. 
The plan of immediate emancipation simply 
demands that we shall impoverish by our ac- 
tion a large class of our citizens. When the 
passions of the hour have subsided, and reason 
again resumes her throne, justice will stand 
astounded at the bar of public opinion at such 
a proposition. 

A violent and corrupt partisan public press, 
and demagogues and politicians throughout 
this broad domain, have had much more to do 
in bringing on the war than the industrious, 
obedient and comparatively contented slaves 
of the South. It would be more just to arraign 
the freedom of the press and of speech than 
the institution of slavery, which Is as old as 
our country and civilization on this continent. 
The great Benton announced a great truth 
when he said ''the dangers of the country 
arise from uneasy politicians, its safety from 
the tranquil masses.'' I am frank to admit 
that war intensified, if not created, by perni- 
cious and inflammatory harangues and publi- 
cations, has, in a great degree, done its work ; 
first in ttie interest of treason and rebellion, 
and since by uneasy politicians seeking ag- 
grandisement upon the ruins of the common- 
wealth. Missouri withstood the assaults of 
her enemies, but she has reason to pray to be 
saved from her friends. 

For my pari, I am here to save the civiliza- 
tion and firesides of our people, rather than 
any institution. Observation teaches that war's 
desolation has already doomed* the institution 
of slavery to extinction in this State. Amid 
the throes of rebellion and revolution we are 
called to save the commonwealth, just emerg- 
ing from the fires of rebellion ; while the thun- 
ders of war are receding to the far South, we 
are menaced with wild anarchy at home. 
Every mail brings the news of murders^ riots, 
robberies, thefts, and arBon, in almost every 



quarier of the State. A large portion of the 
State is already desolated by contending armies, 
and persons and property are becoming less 
secure every day. These are " the times that 
try men's souls }" and in a multitude of coun- 
sellors there is safety. 

Some say the master has a constitutional 
right to his slave, and to deprive him of it in 
any manner, without full compensation, would 
be an outrage which they will not tolerate. 
Others say that when the next Democratic 
Administration comes into power their slaves 
will be returned to them. Strange that wise 
men should hug to their embraces such fatal 
delusions. Can they not see that to wait until 
a Democratic Administration is in power is not 
only to wait until the institution, but the State 
itself, is destroyed? That while the Consti- 
tution guarantees life, liberty, property, and 
the pursuit of happiness, to every citizen, how 
many of our fellow-citizens have given up the 
pursuit of happiness, their fortunes, and their 
lives, during this war. Go to the battle-fields 
of the country and to the desolated districts of 
this State. Chimney stacks, and the ashes of 
the habitations of our people, are all that is 
left where once was the hospitable mansion, 
and the bright firesides of civilization. One 
class of these counsellors would say io these 
ruined people, ". Insist upon your constitutional 
rights, and do nothing." The other class comes 
with the newer cry," Slavery was the cause of 
the war ; destroy it immediately." This policy 
will beggar thousands more of our people, de- 
stroy our industrial interests, turn loose from 
eighty to one hundred thousand slaves, suddenly 
unprovided for, and make our State not only 
the habitation of paupers and ruined men, but 
herself a pauper in the sisterhood of States. 

Mr. President, slave property, always timid, 
cannot survive the shock of this war. Fate 
has written its doom amid the ruins of the 
commonwealth. The proper disposition of the 
institution is a great question of statesmanship, 
far above all considerations of party, calling 
for the exercise at once of the most exalted 
intelligence and purest patriotism. 

To protect the master and the slave as far as 
possible under the adverse circumstances now 
surrounding the country, and to restore law 
and order, is a most solemn and responsible 
duty. In my opinion, the only safety of the 
institution, and the commonwealth itself, is in 
the gradual abolishment of the institution. 

Such an ordinance will unite the law-abiding 
people of the State, and be a death-blow to 
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lawlessness. The existence of the institution 
will no longer make crime respectable by party 
associations. As the most heinous crimes dur- 
ing the French revolution were committed in the 
name of liberty, so now monstrous crimes are 
committed in the name of slavery or abolition. 

Such an ordinance will remove the vexed 
question from the arena of agitation forever. 
Uneasy politicians will not be able to inflame 
our people against each other^ and against the 
country, by harangues for and against this in- 
stitution. Crime can no longer claim immunity 
from punishment under the garb of humanity, 
and a higher law. No longer will the assassin 
and the robber despoil our people, under the 
pretext of fighting for our rights. 

Mr. President, we are dealing with a great 
practical question ; one that the human mind 
can scarcely grasp in all its effects to our na- 
tion, our State, and our people. The Union 
man of our State, standing between the sor- 
rowful past and the dark and foreboding future, 
sees bis last hopes concentrated in the salvation 
of our country and the restoration of law and 
order. None can fail to see that if the Federal 
Government maintains its authority in this 
State the institution will disappear ; and it is 
equally clear that if the Confederates prevail 
in ttiis war, and finally rule its destinies, that 
the institution will be re-established, notwith- 
itanding any act of this Convention. For my 
own part, I have staked my all upon, and ex- 
pect to share, the fate of my country; and 
feeling that the institution is doomed by the 
rebellion to extinction in this State, I accept 
the fate that treason and fanaticism has made 
irrevocable, and am anxious, by every means, 
to unite the law-abiding citizens of the State 
against traitors without and within, whether 
they come with professions of friendship on 
their lips and daggers in their hearts, or with 
the tri-colored flag of rebellion and treason. 

Mr. President, the gradual emancipation of 
the slaves of this State will not be without its 
benefits to our people and the commonwealth. 
It will fix the legal status of the State on this 
subject, and confer all and more benefits than 
immediate emancipation would confer. Here- 
after we must look for capital and emigration 
to the Northern States. The status fixed by a 
gradual system will remove the objections of 
free State people, and prevent the sudden shock 
to our industrial interests and prosperity that 
immediate emancipation would entail, and, in 
all respects, leave our State in a much better 
condition. 



Mr. President, in conclusion, I can see but 
two objects that can be attained by this Con- 
vention for the benefit of the State. First, 
dispose of the institution of slavery so as to 
benefit the industrial interests of the State, the 
master and the slave as much as possible, con- 
sistent with the safety of the State, and the 
restoration of law and order. This done, and 
we have discharged our whole duty to our na« 
tion, our State, and our people. In the dis- 
charge of this high trust, I will fKVor that plan 
by my votes which will best attain these ends. 

Mr. LiNDBNBOWBR. I do not purpose mak- 
ing a long talk. The time for talking has passed. 
We have had nothing but speeches for the last 
two weeks, and are no nearer a solution of the 
problem now before us than when we first as- 
sembled. The time for action has arrived, if 
action is to be had. 

As to my action : I was elected as a delegate 
to this Convention in opposition to a gradual 
emancipationist and a no emancipationist I 
have no doubt but what at least two-thirds of 
the voters of my district are for immediate 
and unconditional emancipation. I came here 
with the determination to oppose any and every 
scheme of emancipation which did not provide 
for the final extinction of slavery in 1864 ; and 
if such were my action, my constituents would 
approve of it. 

So fiur as I am concerned, I do not intend 
that any one shall excel me in concession and 
compromise. I am willing, in order that this 
question be settled, and finally disposed of, to 
support an ordinance providing for emancipa> 
tion of sUves in 1866; and to give pro-eUvery 
men all they ask for, by letting them have the 
labor and service of the emancipated slaves for 
ten years after such emancipation occurs. 

Prospective emancipation is particularly ob- 
noxious to me. Every argument used against 
immediate emancipation applies with equal 
force against prospective emancipation. If it 
is unjust to the slave-owner to take his sUve 
from him, without compensation, now, it is un- 
just in 1876. If it is unwise and impolitic to 
turn the slaves loose among us now, it will be 
unwise and impolitic in 1876. If the slave is 
not prepared for freedom now, he will be no 
better prepared in 1876. I look at prospective 
emancipation as a mere farce, where it is to be 
consummated at a late day. If I sut^*'"* 
pective emancipation, the day upc 
to be fully consummated must be t 
it will be beyond a possibility of ti 
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this Convention being reversed. If 1868 is 
fixed upon by this Convention as the day on 
which emancipation is to be consummated, I 
shall move a final a^jpumment of this Conven- 
tion, and let this question go back to the people. 
So £ur as mj own choice is concerned, I prefer 
it should go back to the people. If this Con- 
vention makes it necessary for the people to act 
in this matter, they will act without hesitation 
or delay. I do not consider slavery the sole 
eause of the rebellion in the State of Missouri. 
The Democratic party and slavery in Missouri 
working together have brought about and kept 
up the rebellion. I do not seek to destroy 
slavery because of the influence it has had in 
bringing about and keeping up the rebellion, 
but because the system of slave labor is wholly 
destroyed, and it is necessary for the best in- 
terests of the State that the rubbish of slavery 
be removed to make room for free labor. 

I shall vote against the amendment now 
pending, and against all schemes of emancipa- 
tion which will not be consummated by the 
emancipation of the slaves of the State on or 
before 1866. 

Mr. Prewitt. In j ustice to my constituents, 
and to the loyal slaveholders of my district, as 
well as to my own convictions of right and 
duty, I desire, for the first time, to occupy a few 
minutes of the time of this Convention. 

It has been said here that slavery [s a great 
criminal ; that slavery is the cause of the war, 
and that therefore slavery must be eradicated 
without regard to the rights of those who own 
slaves, or without considering the sacredness 
of that constitutional guarantee by which slave 
property is protected. There is great iig ustice 
in this argument, Mr. President; and this in- 
terference with the rights of the slaveholder is, 
to the last degree, ui^ust and ungenerous. It 
is said that slavery has been the cause of the 
war in the South. Does it therefore follow 
that slavery in Missouri shall be eradicated ? 
Were it argued that democracy had been the 
cause of the war in the South, would gentlemen 
insist that every loyal Democrat in Missouri 
should therefore be hung ? Does it follow, be- 
cause sUvery has had a hand in this war, that 
every loyal sUveholder shall be stricken down 
^his children turned out of their homes as beg- 
gars into the world — and that, after having 
struggled and fought to uphold the flag of their 
country, and having safely borne it above the 
tide of rebellion, that they shall be stricken 
down and required to offer tixemselyefl and their 
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all as sacrifices upon their country's altar? Is 
it just or reasonable 1 

I claim, sir, that in the district I represent, 
there are slaveholders as loyal as any loyal man 
to be found in Missouri. These men have 
done all they can in behalf of the Union and 
the Government of the United States. They 
have, from the first, turned their backs np(m 
the rebellion and secession ; they have fought 
it, battled with it, when to do so was full of 
peril on all hands. I say, Mr. President and 
gentlemen, that to turn upon Uiese men who 
have thus boldly and suooessfully fought for 
the Union and the country, is to allow your 
zeal to overcome your sense of justice. 

It is further argued tliat to eradicate slavery 
from Missouri is a necessity, inasmuch as it 
will leave no excuse to the South to re-occupy 
the State. This argument, Mr. President, seems 
to me to have just as little reason and justiot 
in it as the other. Suppose Lee shall be suc- 
cessful on the Potomac ; Qrant overcome at 
Vicksburg ; our frontier army overcome ; our 
flag trailed in the dust, and the tide of war 
rolled back again to our own doors, shall we loy- 
al slaveholders who have united with you, shall 
we be benefitted by such a course of events ? 
Shall we not rather lose slaves, houses, lands, 
and probably all we have? Shall we not 
be fugitives from home, and be called trai- 
tors by these men, because we have prefer- 
red to stand by the Union and the Constitution 
of our country, which our fbrefathers fought 
for ? Are we, I ask, to be told that an act of 
glaring injustice must be done us to keep these 
men back? 

Then we are told that this slave property 
must be taken away from us without compen- 
sation, notwithstanding that the Constitution 
guaranties that property to us, or its equivalent 
Was it not in virtue of that Constitution, and 
in full reliance on it, that people were invited 
to settle in this State ? And are we now to be 
told that this contract is to be cancelled and no 
compensation made ? Gentlemen tell us to be 
patriotic ; we desire to be so. Gentlemen teU 
us to stand by the flag of the country, and to put 
everything out of the way that prevents its ad- 
vance. We desire to do so; we mean to do so, 
and to stand by the Union and the Grovernment 
of the United States against all foes, come from 
wherever they may ; but, are gentlemen who are 
so generous and profuse in their demands upon 
us prepared to make equal sacrifices? Are 
gentlmen who ask my constituents to give up 
perhaps an only slave quite ready to display 
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equal patriotism ? Can it be that these flowing 
appeals to our patriotism come from gentlemen 
who neither offer nor expect to make any sac- 
rifices? 

There are perhaps 100,000 slaves in Missouri. 
GentlenieD require that these slaves should be 
given up by their owners. Some of these 
owners may be disloyal ; if so^ their property 
is confiscated by the laws of the United States j 
but my appeal is in behalf of the loyal slave- 
holders of Missouri. Is it fair or generous to 
ask U8 to lay all our goods and money upon 
the altar of our country for the benefit of the 
Union? When we ask to be paid for our 
slaves^ we are told it is impossible. Are they 
not as able to pay for them as we are to lose 
them ? Sir, we are embarked in a great un- 
dertaking, but the loyal men of Missouri, 
phoulder to shoulder, are marching steadily 
forward; the State rebellion is crushed^ the 
Government and the Union will be maintained, 
and peace will again be restored to our dis- 
tracted land. The loyal men of Missouri, I 
say, have proved their faithfulness and attach- 
ment to their Government, and it is anything 
but fair or generous to say that slavery stands 
in the way of the Union, that it must be 
crushed out, and slave owners, loyal as well 
as disloyal, be made to face the consequences. 
It has been estimated by gentlemen during the 
last winter that the slave property of Missouri 
was worth twenty millions of dollars. What 
the estimated value of slave property in Mis- 
"toouri is now, I am not able to state ; but what- 
ever it may be, would it not be most detrimen- 
tal to the welfare of the State to be deprived 
of the vast amount of property represented by 
the slaves ? Will it benefit the State of Mis- 
souri to turn these slaves loose amongst us, to 
become a herd of idle vagabonds, to make a 
living by begging or stealing ? There will, of 
course, be a number of honest men amongst 
tbem who will be able and willing to earn 
their living ; but the great mass of liberated 
slaves will not exert themselves to make their 
OTvn living by any honest means. It is not in 
the constitution of the negro to obtain his liv- 
ing by constant labor : he needs some one to 
VLTge him to his duty. 

Gentlemen say that slavery has prevented 
the prosperity of Missouri. Now, whether 
this is so or not, I cannot say positively ; but 
this I know, that most of the taxes of the State 
of Missouri are paid in the slave owning dis- 
tricts, after taking out the great commercial 
points of St Louis, Hannibal and St. Joseph. 



We have paid taxes by the labor of our slaves ; 
we have grown our produce, and it has been 
sent down the Missouri river to St. Louis, and 
we have made that city prosperous and great 
by the slave produce we have sent there ; and 
if gentlemen will take pains to examine the 
matter, they will find that since this war com- 
menced the slave districts have paid at least 
the largest share of the taxes of Missouri. 
This fact shows two things: first, that the 
owners of slaves are attending to their business 
at home peaceably, while others are ill the 
war, in the rebellion. The men who own 
slaves are at home diligently attending to their 
labor, loyal to their duty and the Government. 
Sir, our slaves are not aiding the Southern re- 
bellion ; they are aiding the United States Gov- 
ernment 5 they are paying taxes to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and I say that 
neither they nor their masters are disloyal. 
Gentlemen tell us we shall do better and get 
richer by getting rid of our slaves. I think 
just the reverse is true, for we shall not only 
be deprived of the profits of slave labor, bat 
our lands, from their reduced production, will 
become of less value, for it will be many years 
before emigration will pour into Missouri. 
Our lands will fall in value in consequence of 
having no hands to work them. 

But gentlemen say slavery is immoral — that 
we are immoral because we own slaves. I 
have no right, Mr. President, to question the 
sincerity of gentlemen who make use of 
such arguments, but I would just ask these 
gentlemen to go up into the district of which 
I have spoken. Howard county, which I have 
the honor to represent, was settled in 1811, one 
of the earliest settlements perhaps in Missouri. 
The settlement was made by men, some of 
whom and whose children still live there. 
They fought the Indian and drove him from 
their settlements. They brought their slaves 
there, and their descendants are now making 
their living by their honest ihdnstry and that 
of the slaves who are committed to their care. 
I ask gentlemen to come there, and if they do 
not find the people of Howard county as noble 
a people as ever lived, then, sir, I know not 
what are the promptings of noble and gener- 
ous hearts, and know not where to look for 
them. 

If, gentlemen, we have to yield to necessity, 
If tMe war is to deprive us of our property, let 
it be so ; but I ask gentlemen of this Conven- 
tion not to assi!>t others in doing us a wrong. 
Is it any reason because some disloyal slave 
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owners have proved false to their country, that 
loyal men should be made to suffer? The 
State, I say, Is a loyal State. Then look at 
Kentucky — noble old Kentucky | she is a slave 
State still, and refuses to give up her slaves. 
Is she disloyal? Has not Kentucky stood 
nobly up for the Constitution and the Union ? 
Has she not sent re^^ent after regiment in 
defence of the country and the flag, as Mis- 
souri has done ? Has she not fought the bat- 
tles of the Union in good faith, and stood by 
the government and the Union side by side 
with Illinois, Indiana, or Ohio? It by no 
means follows, sir, that because Missouri is a 
slave State that she ia necessarily disloyal and 
for the rebellion. Missouri, as a State, is true 
to the Union and the Government ; her slave 
owners, with few exceptions, are loyal and 
true, and in their behalf I ask for that just 
consideration of our interests which it is our 
right as well as our privilege to demand, and 
your duty to grant 

Mr. Orr. The gentleman who last ad- 
dressed us referred to a remark of mine, that 
the emancipation question that has been thrust 
upon this body will of necessity divide the 
Union party. I urged it upon the gentleman 
from St. Louis as a reason for not bringing up 
this question, as it would require all the 
strength of the Union party to put down the 
rebellion. The question will divide the Union 
party; but it does not by any means follow 
that because I am opposed to emancipation 
that I am going to give aid and comfort to 
Jeff. Davis. 

While I do not intend to vote for any propo- 
sition of emancipation, I do intend to vote for 
every amendment that will tend to make the 
ordinance that is before the Convention better. 
And for a moment I want to call the attention 
of this body to the 5th section : ^< The General 
Assembly shall have no power to pass laws to 
emancipate slaves without the consent of their 
ownrt-s.'' What do you mean by this ? We 
are abolishing the very Constitution that has 
reference to slavery, by t we say that the Legis- 
lature shall never do it without the consent of 
the owners. Does this body take the ground 
that it has more power and authority than the 
Legislature that confirmed this Constitution? 
Do you mean that another Convention cannot 
be called by the authority of the Legislature 
that may abolish slavery? I suppose another 
Convention would have as much power as this, 
unless this Convention is governed by some 
higher law than has been supposed. 



I want, sir, to notice briefly some of the de- 
tails of the 2d section. After stating that after 
1870 slavery shall cease, it says, '^provided, 
however, that all persons emancipated by this 
ordinance shall remain under the control and 
be subject to the authority of their late 
owners," &c. " Those over 40 years of age, 
for and during their lives.*' The Governor 
gave his reasons for thinking that slaves over 
40 years of age should remain with their 
owners during their lifetime. He said it would 
be ungenerous and inhuman to turn them loose 
at that period of life. But supposing a slave 
had only just been bought by an old, gray- 
headed white man, then I suppose it would be 
the duty of the white man to work for and 
maintain the negro. Then again in the case 
of young children. He takes the young negro 
born but yesterday, and the white man has to 
work for that, and he continues to do so till 
the term fixed upon expires, and he has to be 
turned out loose upon the world. This is cer- 
tainly a species of justice and humanity that I 
have not yet learned. It certainly is improper 
to turn negroes loose upon the world who are 
unable to maintain themselves — ^he has some 
rights that should be regarded; but if it is for 
the benefit of the State and Nation, and man- 
kind generally, to abolish slavery, to interfere 
with the master's rights, and to turn the old 
and decrepid and the young out upon the 
world, why let us make some reasonable kind 
of provision for it; let the whole State be 
taxed to meet the necessity; do not throw 
the burden upon those least able to bear it 
Gentlemen will find, as they proceed in this 
matter, difificulty after difliculty rushing up; 
and I would urge upon them to pause before 
they change the relation of master and slave to 
that of master and servant I contend that the 
only safe and the proper position for the whits 
and the negro race is that of master and slave; 
and if you determine to alter this relationship 
you had better make arrangements for getting 
rid of them entirely, and we will try to get on 
without them. 

Mr. ScHOFiELD. Mr. President, I accept as 
a truism the statements of many distinguished 
gentlemen who have preceded me in this debate, 
that the question of emancipation is a very grave 
one, and demands the best efforts of this body. 
The interests proposed to be affected, the re- 
lations that will be severed, the legal rights that 
will be annulled, the amount of property that 
will be rendered valueless— the revolution in 
moral principle, in political economy and State 
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policy, each separatelji and all together^ make 
up a problem too profound and complicated 
for ready aolution by any one mind, however 
bright the genius or profound the wisdom, 
fiut it may not be wise^ on account of the pro- 
fundity of the subject, or for the reason of a 
failure at first, to devise a. plan of emancipa- 
tion acceptable to all parties, to abstain from 
efforts altogether and give the question over to 
a hopeless resurrection. Sir, the solution of 
the slavery question has engaged the minds and 
labors of the wisest and best statesmen and 
philosophers the American continent ever pro- 
duced ; and yet that question remains a puzzle 
and an enigma, defying all the logic and phil- 
osophy of the intellectual world. Presidents, 
Senators, Gk>vernors, and officers of State, with 
less power and dignity, have been elected to 
position under promises that they would har- 
monize the discordant elements produced by 
the slavery agitation during the last twenty- 
five years and more ; but Presidents and other 
officers elected to places of power on such 
issues have lived, and acted, and died ; yet 
slavery lives, and lives in the midst of war, 
desolation, blood, fire and sword. Sir, the 
power of the press, of the pulpit, of moral 
lectures, of stump orators, and lesser crafts 
floating in the political channels, thronged by 
▼uigar demagogues, together with all other 
opposing combinations, consistent with law 
and order, have been directed against the sys- 
tem of American slavery, with all their moral 
weight and force ; but notwithstanding all, the 
toes of the feet of the image only are affected. 
The fortress shielding the institution of slavery 
seems to have proved impregnable against the 
attacks of logic, moral suasion, orutory, and 
political strategy. Such a power, if engaged 
in dispensing good, is valuable to an indefinite 
degree j but if productive of evil, whether civil, 
political, or moral, or all together, the extent of 
the danger accruing from the influence wielded 
can only be measured by the power acting. 
Sir, if I understand the real merits of the ques- 
tion before the Convention, the institution of 
slavery, by the action of this body, has been 
put upon trial for life and existence, so far as 
this State is concerned. The charges preferred 
against it here and elsewhere, if true, make it 
a criminal in the highest degree ; but if the 
charges be false, it and its friends are entitled 
to the benefit. It is claimed that the tendency 
of the principle underlying the institution of 
slavery is aggressive in its character, and sub- 
versive of the real designs of civil liberty. To I 



establish the truth of the charge, the nullifica- 
tion doctrines announced by Calhoun of South 
Carolina, and reduced to practice by the civil 
authorities of that State against the General 
Government about the year 1832, is adduced 
to verify the allegation. Later in the history 
of the events of our country, other proofs to 
establish the same point may be gathered from 
historical accounts of lawless acts perpetrat- 
ed against individuals and communities, by 
the direct or remote action of slaveholders, 
that circumscribe individual rights by tyran- 
nical means. Men by scores and hundreds 
who have emigrated from free to slave States 
within the last twenty-five years have been 
mobbed, tarred and tortured, and more or less 
of them murdered, at the nod of the slave 
power, simply for the reason of entertaining 
opinions and for quietly expressing them that 
were adverse to the institution of slavery. 
Such acts have been perpetrated in this State, 
and within my own knowledge and to the 
knowledge of more than one other gentleman 
on this floor. The soil of Andrew county is 
stained with the blood of a victim of this kind, 
and the dark deeds and the names of the parties 
who perpetrated them are registered in a book, 
that they may be transmitted to posterity, that 
it may be known in years to come who were 
and who were not the violaters of the civil 
rights and the religious privileges of freemen, 
and who the bold and defiant usurpers of those 
rights. For further proof of the aggressive 
proclivities of the slave power in our country, 
read the history of affairs in Kansas as they 
transpired before and during the political strug- 
gles of the people in that territory, in their 
attempts to form a Constitution for themselves, 
preparatory to their admission as a State into 
the Federal Union. Did not men by scores, 
and hundred?, and thousands, old and young, 
who were permanent citizens of this State, go 
over and attend the elections in Kansas, take 
forcible possession of the polls in many in- 
stances, and vote to elect officers and make laws 
for the people of another State ? And what class 
of men in Missouri did those represent who made 
those election raids into Kansas? Were they 
not for the most part pro-slavery men, and all 
under that influence ? How, I ask, could citi- 
zens of this State go into another, take posses- 
sion of the polls, and then vote, in violation of 
all the provisions of law, and not incur the 
displeasure of honorable men, and be justly 
chargeable with the moral turpitude of per- 
jury? Are not such acts reprehensible and 
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well calculated to eng^ender strife and civil 
commotion ? The counties of Jackson^ Fay- 
ette, Clay, Platte, Buchanan, Andrew, and 
others, were deeply inyolved in that lawless 
enterprise. It is true that many slaveholders 
did oppose those outrages on the rights of citi- 
zens of another State; hut they were only 
exceptions to the rule. It must he admitted 
that those scenes in Kansas, enacted hy citi- 
zens of this State, intensified the slavery agita- 
tion all over the country, and that excitement 
never did and never will ahate, hut continue 
to swell to larger and greater proportions, and 
assume more and yet more threatening atti- 
tudes, until the suhterranean fires, fed by the 
fuel suited to the nature of the desperate de- 
signs contemplated, shall have exploded, leav- 
ing a civil and moral desolation as monuments 
of the destroying flood. 

Have I arrived at conclusions too soon that 
seem to impeach the pro-slavery party in the 
country with having been the main originators 
of the revolutionary spirit that forced men to 
desperation and into an armed rebellion against 
the United States? Did not Alexander H. 
Stephens of Georgia declare in a speech, in the 
incipiency of the rebellion of the slave States, 
that the design of the leaders was to establish 
a new government, *' the chief corner-stone of 
which should be slavery " ? And who is Mr. 
Stephens ? All know that at the time he an- 
nounced the sentiments alluded to he was Vice 
President of the so-called Southern Confedera- 
cy, and still holds that position. Are not all 
the leaders in the rebellion slaveholders ? Are 
not all the States that seceded from the Federal 
Union slave States ? Were not all the leading 
rebels in this State who at the first advocated 
the right of secession, and are not all the rebels 
now remaining, and all sympathisers with them, 
either slaveholders, or persons ibfluenced by 
that class of men ? 

While I dare not deny, with the facts of his- 
tory before me, that the slavery party in our 
country is responsible, as a party, for the armed 
rebellion against the United Stales, I regret, as 
very likely many who hear me do, that I am 
forced to the acknowledgment of that fact, by 
the influence and power of positive proof too 
plain and conclusive to be questioned by any 
man who may hope to sustain a character for 
honesty and fidelity wirh those who regard 
truth a virtue. Sir, there may be slave- 
holders here — and I know a few who are not, 
that used untiring efforts from the commence- 
ment of the rebellion^ and are still exerting 



their powers against the plottings of traitorv, 
and in favor of the Union and its perpetuity — 
who are honorable exceptions to the mass of 
the party by whom they are identified by prop- 
erty interests. Such are worthy and entitled 
to honorable exemption, when the crime and 
guilt of the rebellion is placed to the account 
of the slaveholders of our nation. 

Gentlemen have asserted, time and again, 
during this debate, and the same assertions 
have been made ten thousand times before, and 
will be as many times hereafter, that Abolition- 
ists are the real cause of the civil war in our 
country. Let me ask, right here and now, what 
the responsible cause is for the existence and ac- 
tion of the Abolition party in these United States. 
Could there be an Abolition organization in our 
midst if there were, and never had been, any 
slavery in the land ? Abolition is an antag- 
onism of slavery ; and if its creator had never 
existed the offspring could never have lived 
and acted. Allow, for the sake of testing the 
argument, that Abolitionists are responsible 
for originating the war, as gentlemen have 
claimed, is it not equally true that slavery gen- 
erated abolitionism 1 If so, all that is gained 
here hy the argument of the pro-slavery party 
is that it created an agent or power capable of 
destroying its cause rather than to use the cause 
for its own destruction. Sir, I have not claim- 
ed, nor shall I, tliat the simple fact of a slave 
serving his master, or of the existence of a le- 
gal right of the master to such service, neces- 
sarily engenders a spirit of rebellion in him. 
The cause producing a spirit of rebellion in 
the minds of slaveholders must be looked for 
in another direction. It may not be agreeable 
to some tliat the real cause should be stated 
that engenders, in the minds of the masses of 
slaveholders, a spirit of rebellion ; nevertheless 
it may be proper to indicate it. Man is a crea^ 
ture capable of being influenced by habit, and 
becomes confirmed in practices acquired by 
the force of the power of association, so that 
actions, influenced by such a process, become 
natural as original instincts. The use of arbi- 
trary power by a master over his slave, and 
that power being conferred by law, is what 
creates in masters an inordinate thirst for su- 
premacy; and that feeling, no matter from 
what cause it originates, will, in the nature of 
things, create a dislike of acknowledging a su- 
perior, whether it be in the form of man or 
law. That the relation of master and slave 
has a tendency to produce a haughty and self- > 
consequential feeling in the former there cai% 
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be no doubt ; and equally true Is it that such 
relations are incompatible with the principles 
of civil liberty. 

Sir, the testimony of rebels themselves, with- 
ont any other proof, is sufficient to establish 
the fact beyond all cavil, that slavery is the 
canse of the rebellion against the United States 
Government by the people of the South. When 
parties to the rebellion, and others sympathising 
with them, admit that slavery is the cause of 
the war, they should not find fault if others 
believe their assertions, and recite their testi- 
mony to establish the fact. If, then, it be ad- 
mitted that slavery is the cause of the war, 
how long would a wise and sound policy dic- 
tate it should be perpetuated ? If slavery is a 
power almost invincible, and that power is so 
directed that it produces crimes and dangers 
deg^ding and dangerous to the existence and 
character of the nation, can a monster so g^eat 
be destroyed too soon ? If you would dry up 
the stream, you must first stop the flowing of 
the water from the fountain. If yon wish to 
stop the rebellion, destroy the cause and the 
effect will cease. 

At this point, real and professed Union men 
are at issue, the professedly conservative party 
daiming that slavery is not the cause of the war, 
and therefore should not be abolished; while the 
real Union element makes it the real cause of 
all our present national troubles, and demands 
it should be destroyed at the earliest moment 
That man or party that is ready to sacrifice all 
on the altar of his country must be more devo- 
ted to its interests than he who renders de- 
Totion first to the negro. To discriminate 
justly at this point, we have only to apply the 
divine rule that asserts, that ** he that is not 
for me is against me ; " or substitute the rule 
laid down by Stephen A. Douglas when he de- 
clared, that, in a conflict like the one now in 
progress in the United States, there can be but 
two parties, " patriots and traitors." 

Sir, gentlemen talk about conservative 
grounds as though there were a spacious arena 
long and broad enough for all the honest men 
in the nation to stand on, and seem to think it 
located at about equi-distance from the posi- 
tions occupied by the most extreme rebels and 
the most patriotic friends of the United States. 
I cannot believe there is any neutral ground on 
which any honest man can stand between trea- 
son and loyalty. As the dividing line between 
truth and error is defined, so is that between 
treason and loyalty ; and the two contending 
parties now in the field mark the road the 



friends of each may travel. If we adhere to 
the divine rule as our guide, we may rest in 
hope while the maddened waves roll on ; but to 
disregard that teaching will leave us to the 
mercy of the tempest, without a chart to guide 
or a pilot to steer the destiny of our nation to a 
haven of safety. 

The day has past when emblems of the Un- 
ion, or loud professions in its favor, will be ta- 
ken by honest and true loyalists as satisfactory 
proof of any man's loyalty. Those emblems, 
and the declarations of Union sentiments, have 
been too often of late polluted by being used to 
cover up traitors. For a long time great efibrts 
have been made by the worst of rebels, and 
their sympathisers, to monopolize all the names, 
and appropriate them to their own use, that 
could fairly represent the sentiments and prin- 
ciples of the real Union men of our country. 
By such strategy, rebels have deceived some, 
and hope to be successAil in the f\iture ; but 
the trick is discovered, and the chances for 
them to win hereafter are not good enough to 
insure the confldenoe of skillful performers. 
Sir, we have a class of pretended Union men 
who talk about peace ; but all they mean by it 
is to influence Union men enough, if they can, 
to stop fighting for the Government, tliat the 
rebel army may march on without opposition, 
and overrun the country. They talk about 
conservatism ; the Union as it was, and the 
Constitution as it is I And what do they mean 
by all that? So far as the majority of men— 
and the high-priests of that persuasion especial- 
ly — are concerned, they affect to use the stand- 
ard-bearer, floating the white flag, for the pur- 
pose of covering up treason, and with a design 
to evade the fatal consequences the laws of the 
land denounce against it. 

Who are the destroyers of the Union as It 
was? and who are seeking to overthrow the 
Government, and with it, the Constitution as 
framed by our fathers 1 They harp on the old 
Democratic string, with a hope of reviving old 
political prejudices in order to get back into 
decent company again, that they may compound 
treason with politics, label the package with 
" Democracy," and thus evade a fatal blow by 
the aid of a Democratie shield. Sir, I cannot 
entertain a very high regard for the old Dem- 
ocratic name, since Buchanan, and Jeff. Davis, 
and all the other leaders in the rebellion who 
left the old National craft, wrapped themselves 
up in the democratic cloak, and sailed out on 
the open sea of rebellion, in a pirate vessei. I 
remember that all the States that have seceded 
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from the Federal Union, and all that desire so 
to do, marched out, and desired to march out, 
imder the banner of Democracy. I understand 
that all the distinguished leaders in the grand 
army now fighting to destroy the Oovemment 
X are all Democrats. I have heard, too, that all 
the professed peace men, constitutional croak- 
ers, lovers of the Union as it was, haters of 
Abolitionists, defenders of the freedom of 
■peech, of action, of the press, and all the con- 
tervatiyes, too, who infest this State and all 
the Northern States, are Democrats, and uni- 
formly stay at home, while those they call Rad- 
icals, Abolitionists, BUck Republicans, Hes- 
sians, and hurelings, leave their homes, their 
families, their all, and run to the aid of our 
country, struggling in the embrace of death. 
Sir, before I invest any large amount of mon- 
ey, credit, or moral honesty in Democratic 
■took hereafter, I am disposed to examine the 
coin in order to determine first whether it be 
spurious or true. The indications are strong 
that the country is being flooded with base 
counterfeits on the old Democratic bank, and 
the President of that institution had better ex- 
amine the drafts on it with great care, lest the 
treasury be drained before all the real issues 
are cancelled. 

Mr. President, much has been said during 
this discussion about the unconstitutionality 
of the acts of President Lincoln, and especially 
of that one act which, by proclamation, declares 
free all the slaves of rebels. I do not intend to 
go into a lengthy discussion of this question as 
I am not a lawyer, but shall content myself by 
stating a few facts, supported by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. That authority jus- 
tifies the disfranchisement of any citizen who 
may take up arms, or who gives aid and com- 
ibrt to those who have, against the authority 
of the nation ; and all such, by the sanction of 
law, lose the right to hold any kind of prop- 
erty, no matter what. 

The Constitution as it is, if fully executed 
against rebels and their sympathisers, who are 
so industrious in finding fault with the Presi- 
dent for violating it, would be relieved of all 
the loose change they may have, and of their 
merchandise, lands, and slaves, too, if they 
have any, provided the laws were faithfully 
executed against them. Sir, the very parties 
coropUiniog so much about the failure of the 
Government to give at this time all the pro- 
tection to property it did in times of peace, are 
parties who have aided with all their abilities 
to raise barriers so high and strong as to ren- 



der it impossible to be overcome by any civil 
power the Government at this time can exert; 
and then, after blocking the wheels to check 
the force of the civil engine, and while holding 
the lever power in their own hands that pro- 
duces the result, those same parties raises 
clamor against the President for not doing the 
very things which they are striving with all 
their power to prevent him from doing. How 
many grains of moral honesty would it take to 
make a compound, with virtue enough to finish 
up thousands of characters moral enough, to 
make an even balance with such hypocrites ! 
That very cUss of men have destroyed all the 
guarantees of slavery by fighting and weaken- 
ing the civil and military powers of Govern- 
ment, so that it cannot protect slavery if it de- 
sired, and pro-slavery men know that fact.; and 
yet, with the bold audacity that could scarcely 
be excelled by the Prince of Devils, they 
make the charge, that the President and the 
party coinciding with him have destroyed the 
institution of slavery. 

When rebels commenced fighting the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, they undertook 
the task of destroying the only power that 
ever can exist on this continent strong enough 
to protect and perpetuate slavery ; and besides 
all this, they obliterate, if they destroy the 
Constitution of the United States, the only 
proof admissible in the civil tribunals of other 
nations, as well as in those of our own,that they 
have any civil right to hold a slave, or to re- 
quire him remanded if he escapes. That mo* 
ment slaveholders took up arms to fight the 
United States they became the armed allies 
of the Abolition party in our country, by fight- 
ing with the sword the same power the Aboli- 
tionists were fighting through the ballot-box ; 
and whether they succeeded in destroying the 
power they were fighting against by the meant 
they were using, or whether Abolitionists suc- 
ceeded by their policy, or whether both to- 
gether accomplished the work, the result must 
be precisely the same; for the cause being 
destroyed, no matter by what means, the eflTect 
must cease. If the power that sustains slavery 
be destroyed, whether by Ewjrd or by votes, 
slavery, as a matter of necessity, will be ex- 
tinguished. 

Sir, it has been declared by gentlemen , dur- 
ing this debate, that when in after tiroes the 
Democratic party shall have gained poHticml 
ascendancy over the powers of the Gener^ 
Government of our country, then all the losses 
sustained by slaveholders will be repaired. I 
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have to confeu that to me the beacon of hope 
illuminates but dimly in that direetion, and 
the object gentlemen seem to contemplate by the 
success of the Democratic party to power again 
is just beyond my mental vision, while I stand 
on tbe platform of the observatory erected by 
Democratic hands, and reason from predicates 
that party hat furnished the world by. its 
former action. I shall be slow to belive that 
the Democratic party wonld originate a rebel* 
lion that could have no other effect but to 
crush the vitality of the nation, by destroying, 
or seeking to destroy, all the sources of its 
wealth and power, and then, after the calamity 
had passed and the storm subsided which it 
had vitalized, go to work with the honest pur- 
pose of repairing damafi:e8. If the Democratic 
party would not or could not stop the rebellion 
in its incipient stages, when holding the reins 
of the Greneral Government and those of all 
the States at the time they seceded, it would 
not be safe, in my opinion, to trust to that 
party the important work of stopping the re- 
bellion now; and much less would I confide 
in its honesty or capacity to repair the dam- 
ages it has done. 

Sir, gentlemen talk about protection and 
compensation for slave property, as though 
the parties interested in that kind of property 
had rights, and were entitled to considerations 
beyond other citizens of the State. If it be 
.considered pertinent to the subject matter of 
this debate, I would ask why slave property 
should be entitled to any more protection, and 
why a loss of that kind of property should be 
compensated for sooner than any other kind 
of property? Is not the loss of a thousand 
dollars in gold, to him who is the suffereri 
equal to the loss of a thousand dollars' worth 
of slaves by some other party ? I see no jus- 
tice in remunerating men for the loss of slave 
property, while others, who suffer in the loss 
of money or merchandise, are left without 
provisions of law to replace the loss. Before 
the rebellion slave property had all the protec- 
tion it needed to make it as safe as any other 
property in our country. Now, it needs more 
protection; but unfortunately the slavery 
party, whose interests and security demand 
that additional protection, are fighting the very 
party of whom they ask it, and the only party 
In the wide world who can possibly grant it. 
Xhat slaves need more protection than other 
property in times of war, I grant; and the 
reason is that, unlike any other kind of prop- 
eriy, they can reason, think, talk, and run, too. 



If the United States was at war with a for- 
eign nation, I would be in favor of granting 
that extra protection ; but since the parties 
who need the protection are fighting the only 
power that can grant it, they should not find 
fault in its being withheld, so long as their 
own action forces that result 

Sir, if the slaves in this State are to be 
emancipated by the action of a Convention, 
under all ordinary circumstances, loyal owners 
should be compensated; and even in times 
like these, if the State were not already in a 
bankrupt condition, I might favor a reason- 
able compensation to real Union men ; but at 
present the liabilities of the State places the 
question of compensation beyond the reach of 
debate. I shall never consent to compensate 
disloyal persons for the loss of any kind of 
property, any sooner than I would consent to 
pay an insurance policy, if president of a 
company, after hearing the property had been 
destroyed by a fire kindled by its owner, for 
the purpose of securing the premium. This 
reasoning is h propoi to the mass of slave- 
holders, as they have inaugurated a civil war 
for the avowed purpose of securing a premium 
on the value of slaves ; and now, if by their 
own acts they have rendered that Idnd of prop- 
erty worthless, let them reap the reward of 
their ovni labors, and endure the sting of the 
scorpion in their own bosoms. But suppose 
this Convention were to decide that all loyal 
owners sh« uld be compensated for tbe slaves 
emancipated, I cannot believe, with the light 
before me, that five millions of dollars would 
be required to pay the draft, and very likely 
one-half that amount would balance the ac- 
count. 

Gentlemen have urged the policy of gradual 
emancipation, and servitude or apprenticeship 
to follow. I cannot consent to support such a 
policy, for the reason that, in my judgment, it 
does not satisfy the demands of present emer- 
gencies, and that nothiug less than immediate 
emancipation, without compensation, will 
quiet the masses of loyal citizens in our State 
at the present time. If immediate emancipa- 
tion should be adopted by the Convention, I 
would favor the appointment of a Commis- 
sioner to take the census of all slaves in the 
State, and ascertain the status of their owners ; 
so that a Legislature, at any time hereafter 
when the financial condition of the State would 
justify, might, if so directed by a vote of the 
people, appropriate a sum of money sufiicient 
to pay for all the emancipated slaves of loyal 
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owners, at a rate equal to their value at the 
time of their emancipation. 

I have but little hope that the ordinance 
submitted to this Convention by the majority 
of the Committee on Emancipation will satis^ 
the truly loyal citizens of the State. The re- 
mote period fixed by the ordinance for the 
abolition of slavery, the clause engrafted on it 
that exempts slaves from taxation hereafter, 
the fact that all slaves over forty years old 
are to continue slaves for life, and the all-im- 
portant fact that no provision is made in the 
ordinance for submitting it to the people for 
their approval or rejection, are quite sufficient 
reasons, in my opinion, if no others existed, 
to warrant the conclusion that it will not meet 
with favor by the people. Seven years is too 
long to continue in existence a cause, of 
which the rebellion is considered its legitimate 
offspring. 

Again : by the conditions of the ordinance 
now under consideration, all slaves forty years 
old or over, at the time it goes into effec^ are 
retained in bondage for life. This is one of 
the most objectionable features of the ordi- 
nance, and will render it unpopular enough 
without any other aid to warrant its rejection 
by the people, if they are allowed to decide 
that point. By that clause, should the Con- 
vention adopt the report of the committee, 
families will be separated, and the very sup- 
port that is indispensable to the wife and 
children, to enable them to enjoy freedom 
after gaining it, is denied them by the ordi- 
nance of freedom itself, in that it holds the 
husband and father in perpetual bondage. 
The idea of an ordinance of emancipation that 
holds the slave in perpetual servitude, is a 
masterpiece of political mechanism that will 
not be likely to be excelled in the nineteenth 
century. It may do, in ordinary times, for 
law-makers to attempt the practice of fraud 
on the people, and deceive them ; but in the 
stern realities of the present hour, honesty and 
patriotism should rise above personal ambition 
and polilical consideration, and act for the 
best interests of the people and State. 

Sir, if I understand the business of this Con- 
vention correctly, we are here as the agents 
of the people to transact business for them, 
and when we act we should act in harmony 
with the people, and carry out their wishes. 
I shall never consent to the passage of any or- 
dinance by this Convention, no matter what 
its conditions are, provided it makes no pro- 
visions for being submitted to the vote of the 



people ; they are the source of all civil and 
political power under our form of government ; 
they are the parties for whom all laws and 
constitutions are made in these United States, 
and \hej have a right indisputable to rescind 
or confirm the acts of their servants, which 
right, no Convention or Legislature chosen by 
the people have the power to legally abrogate. 
Gentlemen have made arguments to justify 
this Convention in deciding to not submit its 
action to the people, based on the assumption 
that they would reject any ordinance that 
might be passed by this body. The fact that 
the people would reject, by their votes, any 
ordinance that may be passed by this body, I 
do not doubt; but that fact furnishes no good 
reason to justify this Convention to withhold 
from the people the means of giving such an 
expression ; but, on the other hand, such argu- 
ments are the best that can be made to satisfy 
any man that the ordinance should be submit- 
ted to a vote of the people. This Convention 
is afraid of the people, and no- wonder it 
should be, after usurping tiieir rights as it has, 
and now using all its power to take all the 
means from them by which they can legally 
enter their protest against the acts of this Con- 
vention. 

Sir, the main supporters of the emancipation 
ordinance, as it is called, and now before the 
Convention for its consideration, furnish 
reasons enough to create just suspicions and 
doubts in the minds of all honest emancipa- 
tionists in the State, if there were no indica- 
tions of fraud and deception indicated by the 
ordinance itself. The ordinance under consid- 
eration is being almost exclusively supported 
by pro-slavery men, almost all of whom are 
opposed to any kind of emancipation at heart, 
and many of them, who have indicated by tbeir 
speeches that they will vote for the ordinance, 
say emphatically that when they vote for it, 
they vote under protest. If any true emanci- 
pationists up to this time have indicated a de- 
sign to support this ordinance, I am not ap- 
prised of that fact. That class of men are 
looking for a measure that will be acceptable 
to, and that will be sanctioned by, the people — 
a measure that will meet the great emergencies 
of the times, and one coming fully up to the 
age of progress in which we live. The tide of 
rebellion is rushing on with all the fury and 
rage of an insane monster unchained. The 
people have arrived at the conclusion that 
slavery is the main-spring of power that keeps 
in motion that car of destruction , and, until 
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tbft apprehension be removed, that iustitutiop 
will be held responsible at the bar of public 
opinion for the desolations and death that now 
blight with a curse the fair fields and happy 
homes of freemen. With such convictions, 
the point of time indicated for the extinction 
of slavery in our midst is the boundary line 
beyond which it is presumed rebellion cannot 
pass i and with such conviction! is it strange 
that truly Union men should demand an imme- 
diate destruction pf the cause of all their 
troubles ? The true patriot, if he owned all 
the cattle on the thousand hills, all the hidden 
treasures of earth, ail the costly merchandise 
of the world, all the slaves of the Indies and 
of the United States, would give it all to stop 
the effusion of blood, to dry up the tear of an- 
guish, to soothe the sorrows of sighing ones, 
to heal the broken-hearted, to stay the tide of 
desolation, to quench the violence of the fiery 
Biriie, to support the principles of civil liberty 
and perpetuate their blessings to a world 
bound in chains. Is the sacrifice of a few 
slaves a boon too costly to offer on the altar 
of freedom ? Of what value are slaves after 
freedom has been crucified by rebels? Of 
what value is gold after all the inspiring in- 
fluences to induce men to seek wealth, and all 
the resources of pleasure to be purchased by 
ity have been buried with the lifeless body of 
freedom, leaving hope to linger in despair over 
the fatal spot, while all the nations of earth 
weep over the brightest star of nations fallen ? 
Who inaugurated the present national strife ? 
Southern slaveholders. Who have sought the 
alliance of European mouarchs? Southern 
slaveholders. Who robbed the National ar- 
mories. National mints, and National treasu- 
ries? Southern slaveholders. Who advised 
the violation of sacred contracts, and counselled 
men to not discharge their legal and moral 
obligations, if the pledge had been made with 
Northern men ? Southern slaveholders. Who 
fitted out pirate vessels and sent them to sea to 
prey upon the commerce of the United States ? 
Southern slaveholders. Who first raised a 
hostile army to fight the United States? 
Southern slaveholders. Who is guilty of all 
the blood, all the suffering, all the devastation 
and all the woe now being endured by the 
Nation ? Southern slaveholders. Who has 
caused to be slain a million or more of Ameri- 
can freemen, and filled the cities of the dead 
with lifeless inhabitants? Southern slave- 
holders. Who made the hundreds of thou- 
sands of wives widows, and of children or- 



phans, all over the land? Southern slave- 
holders. Who inaugurated jay hawking, bush- 
whacking, theft, robbery, assassination, and 
every other brutal practice now prevalent in 
our country? Southern slaveholders. Is 
there a crime possible for mortals to commit 
that rebels are not guilty of ? Have mortals 
ever endured sufferings that have not been re- 
produced by rebels? Have the brutalities, 
debaucheries, denniralizations, and the total 
disregard to the demands of humanity, as mani- 
fest in the practices, and conduct, and teach- 
ings of rebels, ever been excelled by savages 
or barbarians ? To human view, the turpitude 
of the sins of the angels that fell, and possi- 
bly the sin of Judas Jscariot in betraying his 
Lord, can only excel the sins staining the souls 
and bodies of traitors. From such a polluted 
mass of corruption I turn to seek objects more 
pure and congenial on which to gaze, while 
travelling down the plain of time to the ocean 
of eternity. And when day and night shall 
cease, when the sun of time shall be eclipsed 
by the brighter rays of the morning of an end« 
less day, when the echo of the last note of the 
final trump shall have died in its flight over 
the distant landscape, when the last ship of 
transit from time to eternity glides away from 
its earthly moorings, and when at a distance 
the eye shall behold for the last time a wrecked 
earth, receding from mortal view — then, if not 
before, let the mind and vision, too, be closed 
forever from the contemplation^ and sight of 
the scenes of carnage and strife produced by 
the rebellion in the United States, inaugurated 
and conducted by slaveholders of the Southern 
States, which saturates the earth with blood, 
shed by traitorous hands. 

Patriots of the revolution of 1863, the eyes 
of the civilized world and of your fellow- 
countrymen are turned toward you — be faith- 
ful to the cause of freedom straggling for life. 
Bring all your gold and silver, your flocks and 
herds, your slaves and lands, your physical 
and mental powers, and your all, and place it 
on the balance in favor of the honor and glory 
of our common country, in favor of the price- 
less boon of civil and religious liberty, and the 
wise and good of this and succeeding genera- 
tions will bless you through all time ; and He 
whose right alone is to crown with immortal 
honors will assign you a place with the stars 
of (he first magnitude, in the galaxy of immor- 
talized patriots. 

Tou who hear me to-day, and who are 
members of this body, have a duty to discharge 
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that will affect not only the people of this gen« 
eration^ and those of this continent, hut ttie 
people of all lands, and in all time. The pop- 
ular tide within this hall is against the true 
friends of immediate emancipation, bnt that 
should have no terrors powerful enough to 
cause any to swerve from principle or duty. 
A new era is being untimely forced upon us ; 
let us meet the issues and prepare for ap- 
proaching events, before the storm deranges 
the engine of the ship. The last struggle of 
freedoip against oppression of every kind is 
fairly inaugurated, and we have an important 
part to act in the mighty tragedy. Let us 
strike at the monster by casting our votes in 
favor of immediate freedom to slaves, and 
whether the blow bruises the head or heel of 
ttie serpent, if our intentions be good, the re- 
ward of the faithful will be ours. 

Mr. President, I cannot vote for emancipa- 
tion in seven or ten years that should be con- 
summated now ; I cannot vote for an emanci- 
pation ordinance that does not set free all that 
are bound ; I cannot vote for an emancipation 
ordinance that enslaves, instead of giving free- 
dom to men ; I cannot vote for any ordinance 
that does not provide for its submission to the 
people for their approval or rejection, and so 
I vote against this ordinance. 

Mr. Drake. The debate this morning has 
taken a wide range over the whole subject, and 
ttie amendment that is before the » ouse has, 
presume, been well night lost sight of. The 
remarks I propose to make will be confined to 
that amendment. Though it is an amendment 
proposed by myself, except as to the date af- 
fixed, I oppose it now. 

1 consider that we have reached nearly the 
crisis of our proceedings, and that we are now 
at that point when the question is no longer 
one of emancipation or no emancipation, but 
is simply upon the period of time that is to 
elapse before the relation of master and slave 
shall be changed to that of master and servant. 

desire, gentlemen, to call your attention to 
the amendment as 1 offered it, and as it was 
amended as to date. I offered here the year 
1866, and I stated, in carefully prepared re- 
marks, the principle of action which guided 
me in taking that position ; it was that the 
date would not leave one moment's doubt upon 
my mind that our action wan placed beyond 
the reach of any interference, except by the 
people themselves, through their representa- 
tives in a Convention. On Saturday afternoon 



an amendment was sprung upon the House, to 
strike out 1866 and insert 1868. Now, gentle- 
men, I call attention to the fact that not one 
word was urged why 1866 should be struck out 
and 1868 inserted. No man raised his voice 
for it ; no man said why it should be done that 
I heard. And yet, without a moment's thought, 
without a moment's consideration, 1868 is vo« 
ted in and 1866 voted out. What is the mean* 
ing of this? What is the reason that two years 
should be added, when yon agree that slayery 
must end by November, 1868? I would have 
been glad if my friend (Mr. Henderson) who 
moved that amendment had said why it should 
be put there. There is only one reason that I 
can learn or think of. But, gentlemen who 
are opposed to emancipation, and every gen« 
tleman here who is for prolonging the period 
of slavery, I ask you in all frankness*, if slave- 
ry must end in November, 1868, Is it of any 
concern or consequence to you whether it ends 
on that day, or two years prior to that date? 
I put the question to your candor, if slavery 
must end by 1868, what reason there is why it 
should not end in 1866 ? 

Mr. Hitchcock. They would get two years' 
more service. 

Mr. Drake. But they get the two years' 
service if they emancipate in 1866, for it does 
not take the negroes away from them. It is 
not a question of absolute emancipation in 
1866 or 1868. If it were, then might occur 
that which my colleague speaks of ; but the 
amendment for 1866, or 1868, equally gives 
them the service of their slaves during those 
two years. No, gentlemen of the Convention, 
it is not for the sake of the two years. But 
what do we gain by fixing the date on the Ist 
of November, 1866? We gain a final, definite 
aud irreversible settlement of the questioa. 
Tou shut down upon the possibility of agita- 
tion ; you quiet the public mind, and agitation 
is dead. That is what you gain by the date of 
my amendment. Now, what is gained by the 
the substitute of the gentleman from Pike? 
There is no reason on the face of the earth why 
he should add these two years. I tell yon, 
gentlemen, that if you do so, the people will 
find the question is not settled as a finality ; it 
will be left open for agitation. Then, is it not 
worth while, I ask, to sacrifice two years of 
time to stop this agitation, if it were only to 
preserve your slave property from the damage 
it will sustain in two years of agitation? 
There is but one explanation, based upon sla* 
very itself, which justifies the putting on of 
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these two years^ and that is, it will g^iye two 
years more to get the slaves oat of the State. 
That is not the explanation the gentleman from 
Pike gave ) hut that is the only reason that 
can he assigned, if it is once conceded that sla- 
very must end as an institution in 1808. But 
I would ask gentlemen if it is not worth their 
while to forego that, to put the question in 
such a position that a death-blow shall be given 
to any future agitation on the subject in this 
State? 

Mr. BascKiNRiDOB. I wish, sir, to ask, in 
good faith, if I understand correctly, that the 
advocacy of November, 1866, is based on the 
principle that this is the last date to which the 
final accomplishment of emancipation can be 
postponed to prevent legislative repeal? I 
would ask the gentleman from St. Louis what 
becomes of that principle, when it is remem- 
bered that a majority of the Legislature can 
call a Convention, while two4hird.i of that 
body must vote at two successive sessions for 
amendments to the constitution before repeal 
can in that mode be effected? and farther, 
whether in view of that fact it does not occur 
to the gentleman that emancipation must be 
accomplished, if his argument be correct, be- 
fore the next session of the present Legisla- 
ture? 

Mr. Drake. No, sir. We are here repre- 
senting the whole people of this State. Anoth- 
er Convention would in like manner represent 
the whole people of the State : they could not 
be elected at the present time without express 
reference to the will of the people on the sub- 
ject of slavery. I am perfectly willing to sub- 
mit the whole matter of emancipation to the 
people at the polls in the election of a Conven- 
tion. I so sUted on Saturday. I will obey 
the will of a majority of the people expressed 
through a convention ; but, sir, the case is very 
different when you come to speak about a Le- 
gislature. In 1864 comes a Presidential elec- 
tion ; a dozen things, local and otherwise, 
may enter into the choice of representatives. 
We come up here with a House of Representa- 
tives, a majority of whom are elected by one- 
third instead of by a majority of the people, as 
would be the case in the election of a Conven- 
tion. Men might get into the Legislature who 
would before the election blink this question 
of emancipation, and possibly repeal the test 
oath of 1862. I want the people, if they are 
to express themselves on this subject, to do so 
fairly, with the issue fully and fairly before 
them. I am willing to leave it in the hands of 



the people, but I want to take it away from 
the possibility of legislative action. 

Gk>v. Gamble. I have framed an amend- 
ment, which I propose offering at a suitable 
time, which would, I think, meet the difficulty 
feared by my colleague. In the 2d section of 
the ordinance I would suggest to add words to 
the effect — " This ordinance shall not be al- 
tered or repealed except by a Convention 
elected by the people.'' 

Mr. Drakb. Supposing that were done, 
how easy it would be for the Legislature to 
repeal that too. 

Got. Gamblb. I beg the gentleman's par> 
don ; not so, so long as there is a feature in the 
Missouri State constitution requiring that twe- 
thirds of the Legislature at two consecutive 
sessions would be required to repeal it 

Mr. Henderson. This might prevent the 
Legislature from amending it at all. 

Mr. Drake. Then comes up another ques- 
tion connected with this matter, that is, as to 
the constitutionality and power of this body ; 
and that would be a subject of contention and 
controversy, and years might elapse before 
you got it settled. I do not say that I doubt 
the constitutionality and power of this body, 
but I do say it is an unsettled question, and 
that, unless you get a ratification by the peo- 
ple, the doubt will still exist. But suppose it 
is just as my colleague suggests, then I would 
ask you why it is you want to put on two 
years, unless it is to give two more years to 
the slave owners to sell their slaves out of the 
State. Do you want to sell them south into 
the territory covered by the President's procla- 
mation ? Does the gentleman from Pike say 
that the President's proclamation was not ef- 
fective to make all slaves held In the rebellious 
States free ? 

Mr. Henderson. Even admitting that the 
President's proclamation will free all the 
slaves in the south, and supposing they are 
there free when the war is closed ; if the peo- 
ple there don't think so, and shall be fools 
enough to pay Missouri for slaves taken down 
there, I don't know that we need object to it, 
or that the gentleman from St. Louis should 
feel particularly disturbed about it? 

Mr. Drake. I have got the gentleman to 
speak at last. It is, then, for the purpose of 
giving the slave owner two years more to sell 
his slaves down into rebeldom, and to put the 
money into his pocket, that he wants the two 
years put on. 
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Mr. Hekdbrson. I answered an aafumed 
possibility on the part of the gentleman from 
St. Louis, but I do not permit him to put lan- 
guage into my mouth; I said no such thing. 
When the gentleman is through^ I may give 
him my reasons. 

Mr. Dkake. I would rather have them now. 
I aak the gentleman, in all candor and frank- 
ness, as he did not say when he introduced the 
amendment what his reasons were, that he will 
do so now. 

Mr. Hbndbssov. I will first remind the 
gentleman from St. Louis, that in the original 
resolution, offered to this body by himself, he 
asked for the emancipation of the slaves in 
Missouri in 1864, and he did not say in this 
resolution what period of apprenticeship he 
would require ; but he is understood to have 
instructed the Emancipation Committee that 
he would assent to a ^'reasonable" term of ap- 
prenticeship. A few evenings after the report 
of the Emancipation Committee had come in, 
he expressed his intention to offer an amend- 
ment providing for a reasonable term of ap- 
prenticeship ; — but I will not refer to matters 
that took place outside of this body if the gen- 
tleman from St. Louis has any objection. 

Mr. Drake. Tou are at perfect liberty to 
state anything I said in reference to tliis 
matter. 

Mr. Henderson. I ask the gentleman what 
term of apprenticeship he would consent to. 
I understood him to say five years, and not 
more. I will state to the gentleman my ren- 
son for offering the amendment I came to 
this Convention unfettered on the subject of 
emancipation. I am in favor of emanclpa> 
tion. My friend at my side (Mr. Orr) tells 
me I am one of the most radical members in 
this body, while the gentleman from St Louis 
(Mr. Drake) suspects I am not in favor of 
emancipation at all. It is quite likely I shall 
not succeed in getting such an ordinance as 
I desire; but, if I do not, I intend to vote 
for the best that this body digests. The gen- 
tleman from St Louis said on Saturday that 
if the period of emancipation were delayed 
one day beyond 1866 that he would vote 
against it 

Mr. Drake. I never used that form of 
expression, though that was substantially my 
meaning. 

Mr. Henderson. I am only talking about 
the substantial meaning of the argument I 
suppose, then, the gentleman from St Louis 



will vote against any ordinance of emancipa- 
tion unless it provides for emancipation in 
1866. Now, I can tell the gentleman (being 
pretty conversant with the sentiments of the 
members of this body) that no such ordinance 
will be ^ssed by this Convention. I can tell 
him that the majority of this body will vote 
against it; and his exertions, and mine too, 
will fail to carry it But, if no other ordinance 
than his can be passed, I will vote for 1866. Let 
him, then, be honest enough, in case it cannot 
be carried, to vote for 1868. 

Mr. Drake. It is not a question of hon- 
esty. 

Mr. Henderson. I moved the amendmeat 
on Saturday evening for the purpose of se- 
curing emancipation in Missourt 

Mr. Drake. Will the gentleman state why 
he moved his amendment before the vote was 
taken? 

Mr. HendersonI Because 1866 would hava 
been voted down by an overwhelming major- 
ity. I doubt if 1868 will pass. I think U 
possible that 1868 will be taken out and 1870 
put in its place ; and I tell the gentleman 
from St Louis, if he wishes, par exedUna, 
to be the champion of emancipation in this 
body, that he must not withhold his support 
from this proposition ; if he does, it will very 
likely be passed without his aid, countenance, 
or support. I say it in all kindness, that he 
should give up some of his crotchets upon 
this subject, and be willing to support soma 
ordinance of emancipation that can be passed. 
I have not taken it upon myself, though rep- 
resentiag a large slaveholding community, to 
announce to this body that if my particular 
views were not adopted I would defeat all 
emancipation, and vote with the opponents 
of emancipation. 

Mr. Drake. I have said no such thing. 

Mr. Breckinridge. I wish to know which 
of these gentlemen is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. Drake. I yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman from Pike just to ask him a single 
question, and he has gone on to make m 
speech | but, as he has not replied to my ques* 
tion, I again aak him to state the reason for 
putting on the additional two years. 

Mr. Henderson. I stated that my reaaon 
wu, that I considered it was necessary to 
make the measure acceptable to the majoiitjr 
of this body. 

Mr. Drake. I move that the Conventloii 
do now adjourn till half-past 2 o'clock, p. ac 

Carrisd. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met at half-past 2 o'clock. 
Mr. DoiriPHAN,on leave being granted, said, 
the gentleman from Greene county (Mr. S. Orr), 
in bis speech here a few days ago^ referred to 
his trial before the Military Court of Inquiry 
in such a manner, that his remarks have been 
construed into censure of that court by some 
gentlemen outside of this Convention. As I 
was counsel for Judge Orr, I take occasion to 
state that the trial was eminently fair, and con- 
ducted in an exceedingly courteous manner. 
All the witnesses we desired were examined, 
and no question was asked on the part of the 
Judge Advocate that was not legal, although 
many questions, not strictly legal, were asked 
by me, to gratify Judge Orr. In all respects 
the bearing of the court was courteous and 
polite, and exceedingly liberal. I wish to state 
thus much in vindication of the court, no mem- 
ber of which is here. 

Mr. Drakb. I beg leave to say in the out- 
set of my remarks, that no member can regret 
more than I do the necessity that is laid upon 
me to set forth before this body more frequently 
than I could otherwise desire the views of mem- 
bers of this Convention who concur with me on 
the subject of emancipation, but who, from not 
being accustomed to deliberative bodies, and 
preparing themselves for public speaking, ex- 
pect me to participate in the debate oftener 
than woCild otherwise be the case. Had there 
been three or four gentlemen who could have 
participated in the debate, you would not have 
seen me on the floor one-quarter so often as I 
have been. 

With the permission of the House, I will now 
proceed. I requested the gentleman from Pike 
to inform me why he insbted upon adding two 
jears to the period of time that I had fixed 
upon for emancipation, and which I had fixed 
upon on principle. I gather two things from 
the remarks with which the gentleman from 
Pike interpolated my speech this morning — 
the first was, that the two years of additional 
time was to enable the slave owners to send 
their slaves out of the State and sell them } and 
the other reason was, that 1866 was too early 
a date to be carried in this House. 

Mr. HsNDxasoN. I ask the gentleman from 
St. Louis if I stated the first proposition to be 
true in reference to myself ? 

JIf r. DaAKB. Not in those exact terms, but 
#aeti I gather to be the truth | but if the gentle- 
i says it Is not true, I withdraw it on the spot. 
25 



Mr. Hendkbsok. I repeat, I made no such 
reply. 

Mr. Drakb. I stated the remarks of the 
gentleman in substance; but if he says that If 
not the substance of what he stated, I will 
withdraw it on the instant. Members of the 
House will perceive the circumstances of the 
difficulty in which I am placed. The gentle- 
man from Pike moved to substitute 1868 for 
1866, without assigning a single reason for so 
doing. I tried to get at his reasons, and I 
gathered from his remarks there were two 
principal ones, which I repeated } but the gen« 
tleman will not say whether the first reason I 
repeated is true in substance or not, and there- 
fore I am left in the dark again. But suppos- 
ing his only reason was that 1866 would not 
pass, it was, I say, a strange proceeding on the 
part of the gentleman from Pike not to give 
me an opportunity of taking a vote on that 
date, and, in case that failed, then to bring 
forward his proposition. No, sir, the purpose 
was to throw out 1866, and to bring in another 
and a later date. But, sir, I really have great 
hopes that the gentleman from Pike will yet 
come up to my standard. He has been a rising 
man for several years past. He began his po«> 
litical career in 1849 on the floor of this hall, 
and there came up then certain resolutions on 
the subject of slavery, introduced Into the 
Senate of this State by his late Excellency 
Claiborne F. Jackson, and the journals of the 
Legislature of this State inform me that the 
gentleman from Pike voted on this floor for 
every one of these resolutions $eriatim and as 
a whole. These resolutions declared, among 
other things, that if the Congress of the United 
States made any attempt to legislate on the 
subject of slavery so as to affect that institution 
in the States, in the District of Columbia, or in 
the Territories, that Missouri would be found 
in hearty co-operation with the slaveholding 
States in such measures as may be deemed 
necessary for their mutual protection against 
the encroachments of Northern fanaticism. 
That, sir, was the point to which the gentle- 
man from Pike went on the subject of the re- 
lations of this State with the General Govern- 
ment in regard to the institution of slavery. 

Again, the gentleman from Pike was on this 
floor in 1857, when there began to be heard in 
this State a whisper on the subject of enuuiei- 
pation— only a whisper; and he then recorded 
his vote for a resolntion declaring *^ that the 
emancipation of the slaves held as property in 
this State would be not only impracticable, but 
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that any moyement having such an ohject in 
view would be inexpedient^ impolitic, unwise, 
and unjust, and should, in the opinion of this 
General Assembly, be discountenanced by the 
people of the State.'' 

Mr. Henderson. I desire to ask the gen* 
tleman from St Louis, had he been in the 
Legislature at the time, if he would have voted 
for emancipation without eompensatiom t 

Mr. Drake. When my name is called on 
the vote it will be time enough for me to answer 
how I will vote on any proposition. But there 
was no mention of compensation in that reso- 
lution ; it was that the emancipation of slave 
property in this State would not only be im- 
practicable, but that any movement for such 
an object would be inexpedient, impolitic, un- 
wise, and unjust, and should, in the opinion 
of the General Assembly, be discountenanced 
by the people of the State. But ever since that 
time tbe gentleman, I am glad to say, has been 
rising, except during one short interval, in 
which he made another record. The gentle- 
man was chairman of a committee of a meet- 
ing held January 19, 1861, at Louisiana, in this 
State, and he reported the resolutions adopted 
by that body, and among these resolutions was 
one to the effect that " the possession of slave 
property is a constitutional right; that the 
Government owes it to the people of the slave- 
holding States to see that the said right is not 
violated, and, in case of a refusal, the State of 
Missouri will maintain her right to that species 
of property, cost what it may, and will call 
upon the conservative element of the country 
and Id every section to support her in her posi- 
tion of conscious xectitude." From that point 
the gentleman from Pike has been rising. He 
began five hundred fathoms deep, but has been 
coming up ever since. I thank the gentleman 
from Pike. God knows I do not reproach him 
for the progress he has made. When he came 
here last winter, I am informed that he made a 
speech in which he said he was in favor of 
emancipation, because of this war ; but when 
the war was over, he did not see why he might 
not be as good a pro-slavery man as before. I 
ask If the gentleman said so 7 

Mr. Hbrdbbsok. I did not 

Mr. Dramm. Enough said. But we came 
here, and the gentleman from Pike was on the 
Committee of Emancipation. Now, I should 
like to know whether he was one of the migor- 
i^ that ordered the report to be submitted to 
this body, fixing the period at 1876. If any 
gentleman on liie floor will answer me I* shall 



feel obliged, for I do not wish to do the gentle- 
man from Pike any injustice. [After a pause,] 
I can get no reply. 

Mr. Henderson. (Sotto voce.) Go it in the 
dark. Does not the gentleman know that I 
did not concur in the majority report? 

Mr. Drake. The gentleman from Pike made 
a prepared speech the other day, in which he 
announced he was in favor of emancipation in 
1878. Look down into the deep waters, and 
you will see the gentleman's head as he comes 
up. On Saturday morning, I stated here why 
I was in favor of 1866, and why I should ad- 
here to that date. Before Saturday was out 
the gentteman who had been in fiivor of 1878 
comes up five fathoms at a single spring to 
1868. He has been rising so buoyantly that I 
am in hopes he will now come to the surface 
and yet stand with me upon a firm principle 
with reference to 1866. Surely, if the gentle- 
man comes within two fathoms of the surfiLce 
he may possibly come to the surface in time to 
blow and give his vote for 1866. 

And now, sir, I ask the Convention to recnr 
to the point involved in this case, and that is 
the adding of two years to the period I fixed 
upon, and what expediency there is in so do- 
ing. I impute nothing to any gentleman's mo- 
tives ; but it is a £ftct, patent upon the sur&u» 
of things, that while I stand on this floor sup- 
ported in this proposition by gentlemen fit>m 
the interior of the State, who cannot be sup- 
posed to have any aspirations for high pou- 
tions, I am confronted here, witiiout a reason 
being assigned, as by a solid phalanx of gen- 
tlemen who are reputed, and are generally be- 
lieved, to have such aspirations. Now, sir, if 
any such thing should enter the mind of any 
gentleman having such aspirations, that I, 
by proposing 1866 to this Convention, am ixa 
the way of any gentleman who may desire to 
adopt that period, all I have to say to that, is, 
that I have no aspirations of that deecriptioii, 
nor any desire to be in his way. 

I have a word to say now in regard to that 
portion of my amendment which emanated frcnxi 
Gov. Gamble, and was adopted by me, upon the 
suggestion and intervention of my cc^eague oa 
my left (Dr. Linton). After concluding my 
remarks in reply to Gov. Gamble, in whicli I 
consented to combine my date with his system 
of apprenticeship, I considered that tbe gi csfcl 
point was that the institution of slavery shoialct 
cease to exist in this State at an early day, &x»d. 
to accomplish that, I was willing to tako !»!« 
system of apprenticeship, without, at the ^^me^ 
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examining it, or considering it rery carefully. 
I said I would do it, if this could reconcile the 
matter. But twenty-four hours' reflection has 
satisfied me that the system presented in the 
amendment of the gentleman fh)m Dent (Mr. 
Holt) is far better for the slave-owner, far bet- 
ter for the slare, and for all the interests of the 
State, than the amendment which I accepted 
from Gov. Gamble. Slaveholders here, and 
gentlemen who live in the midst of slave-own- 
ing communities, consider that if emancipation 
ia to take effect it is better for all concerned 
that all the slaves should come to their freedom 
at the same time, rather than that part of them 
should be fVee long years before the rest. 
What does Gov. Gamble's amendment do ? A 
child, who, at the period of emancipation, is 
one day under twelve years, it keeps a slave 
tQl he is twenty-three. This is fixing a time 
without any real philosophy in the case, leav- 
ing a part ftoe and part slaves. Some that are 
old will be left slaves, while the young will be 
free ; and some that are old will be free, while 
the young will be In slavery. It separates the 
husband and wife, for, in some cases the hus- 
band will be firee while the wife will be in 
slavery, and vice versa. The one may acquire 
property, the other not; one can establish do- 
mestic relations, the other cannot; one can 
contract, the other cannot. It sends confusion 
throughout the whole negro population from 
the moment it begins to take effect. There- 
fbre, In my opinion, and I believe it to be the 
opinion of slaveholders, that if emancipation is 
to take effect, it should come all at once. Now, 
there is a principle in this : if you agree with 
me, well and good ; if you do not, well and 
good. The moment you leave principle in this 
controversy, that moment you get away to 
mere expediency or caprice. 

Now, what is the bearing of this amendment 
of which the gentleman from Dent offers to 
this Convention in the event of the pending 
amendment failing 1 It adopts the limit of 
slavery as fixed by the Committee on Emanci- 
pation ; it adopts that as the point for the ter- 
mination of the state of servitude altogether, 
"irhether it be slavery or apprenticeship. It 
terminates slavery, as such, on the day which I 
consider will make its termination safe beyond 
all question. Now here are the two extremes. 
We ask you, Instead of making it slavery from 
DOW to 1876, to make it slavery up to Novem- 
ber 1866, and the baUnce of the time servitude. 
That is what the amendment here, in effect, 
proposes as it stands now, that is, to divide the 



time between slavery and servitude. Now, 
with this feature proposed by the gentleman 
firom Dent, and read for information, I say 
what is the objection to your coming to the 
time that will give final rest to the people of 
this State on the question of slavery 1 Is it 
nothing to our State that we should have that 
rest ? One gentleman said here, the other day, 
that our bonds had gone up nearly one hun* 
dred per cent, in value in the East since eman- 
cipation assumed probability; that they had 
gone up to 75, when, for two years past, they 
have been ranging from 86 to 46, or in that 
neighborhood. Is it nothing that the credit of 
this great State is to be restored ? Is it noth- 
ing that we should be enabled to go on and 
complete our improvements? Is it nothing 
that there should come rolling in upon us a 
tide of free population to take up our wild lands 
that no man can sell for more than Congress 
price to-day, and that a manufacturing popula- 
tion should come here and give an impulse up- 
ward and onward towards our friture great 
prosperity? If you can accomplish this by 
adopting this period of time, the knowledge of 
it will go over the United States, and over the 
world, that slavery has been abolished in Mis- 
souri past redemption, is it not well worth our 
while 1 And now why, for the privilege to a 
few individuals, who, in the next two years of 
probable war, can get their slaves out of this 
State and sell them for money elsewhere, why 
should we, for this small advantage to them, 
refuse to come up to that point, when we might 
make this thing an assured and positive cer- 
tainty? 

I have now, gentlemen of the Convention, 
presented the point in regard to this matter, 
and if, acting under the impulse of what I 
conceive to be my duty, I have spoken so often 
as to weary gentlemen, all I have to say is I 
have only endeavored to present the opinions 
of my constituents, who, I believed, were enti- 
tled to be heard in this body through me, as 
well as through other gentlemen who represent 
them ; with this additional point, to-wit, that 
some of those gentlemen have good reason to 
believe that they do not now represent the 
constituencies which elected them twenty-four 
months before my election, in opposing, as they 
have done, the earliest practicable day for the 
emancipation of the slaves of Bfissouri. 

Mr. Bboadhbad. Will the gentleman say 
what gentleman be refers to ? 

Mr. Drake. I say, sir, some of those gen«- 
tlemen have reason to believe that they do not 
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represent their constituents in opposing the 
first practicable day for emancipation. 

Mr. BA04DHRAD. I wish to know if the gen- 
tleman means any gentleman from St. Looit ? 
Mr. Gantt. Do you say we do not repre- 
sent our constituents in St. Louis? 

Mr. Drakb^ If gentlemen are acquainted 
with the public sentiment in St Louis^ they 
must have reason to suppose that some of them 
do not represent the public sentiment of to-day. 
Mr. BaoADHBAD. I think I am somewhat 
acquainted with the public sentiment, and I 
think I know my constituents' opinions. The 
point of difference between myself and col- 
league is something like 15,000 votes. 

Mr. Gantt. He did not get more than about 
AfiQO, while we received more than three times 
the number from the city and county of St. 
Louis. We ran upon the unconditional Union 
ticket 
Mr. Dbakb. But no emancipation. 
Mr. Gantt. Will the gentleman pretend to 
say that 4,000 or 5,000 votes fairly represent 
the whole city and county of St. Louis? I 
scorn such insinuations as the wind that passes 
by me. 

Mr. Draxb. If the gentleman scorns them, 
he need not take any notice of them. 

Mr. Hbndebson. I regret that the gentleman 
from St. Louis should have thought proper, in 
the discussion upon the subject of emancipa- 
tion, to go back so far into my record. Thera 
were other things in that record I was afraid 
he would find. Why, Mr. President, I could 
have told him, had he asked me the question, 
that I voted for Jackson's resolutions in 1848-9. 
The gentleman has zealously gone back for 
fifteen years in order to find something in my 
political records that he deems inconsistent A 
shrewd observer of human nature once said, 
'* Wise men sometimes change their opinions | 
fools never." In that view of the question, the 
gentleman from St Louis may possibly deem 
himself one of the wisest men now living on 
earth. The gentleman from St Louis has 
attempted to prejudice me in the eyes of hu- 
manitarian emancipationists, upon the ground 
that I wanted to give two more years to the 
slave owners of the State to sell their slaves 
before this act took effect. I may state, for 
the Information of the gentleman from St* 
Louis, that I really look upon this privilege to 
the slave owner as amounting to nothing. 1 
do not think it is a matter of great consequence 
vHiether he has the right or not. I think it 
would be to the interest of the slaveholder to 



retain his slaves. This b for the special bene- 
fit of the gentleman from St Loais. All that 
I know of emancipation that I thought ad visa* 
ble to communicate to the Convention I have 
already said. But the gentleman from St Louia 
will continue to speak, and I am driven to re* 
ply by his bringing up an old record. Well, 
Mr. President, in committee I voted — though 
I dislike much to speak of it, after being abused 
so roundly — I voted to prohibit the sale of the 
slave after the passage of this ordinance ; but 
my colleagues on the committee voted me down. 
I offered an amendment that no sale of slaves 
should take place after the passage of the ordi* 
nance ; but it was also voted down. I found 
that a large majority of the Convention did not 
want such an act of emancipation, and this is 
why I gave it up ; but my great anxiety for 
some act of emancipation induced me to give 
up some of my own views on this subject. Mj 
friend from St. Louis seems to think that if he 
cannot have his particular views adopted, he 
will accept nothing at all. The gentleman has 
referred to those resolutions of Jackson's, and 
also to certain resolutions offered in 1857 bj 
Gratz Brown — resolutions that referred in the 
bitterest terms to the representative from Pike, 
Mr. Carr. I voted in this body in favor of 
using the milder terms found in the resolution, 
and were I tonlay in the Legislature of Mis- 
souri, with the Constitution over me, I should 
vote exactly as I did upon that proposition | 
hence, since 1857, there is some show of coo« 
sistency on my part I do not claim to be 
^ consistent," if by that term is to be under- 
stood an inability to appreciate and act upon 
the emergencies of the occasion. Times change, 
and in them we change. There is, sir, a ne- 
cessity now upon the State that did not exist 
in '57. To get rid of slavery to-day, I might 
be willing to tax the people of Missouri j bat 
in '57 I would have done no such thing. I 
voted then as I would to-day under similar 
circumstances. 

But, Mr. President, the gentleman from St 
Louis refers to that record, not to answer the 
arguments that I made in regard to the subjects 
then pending, but to endeavor to make me ap- 
pear contemptible to this body, and, if possi- 
ble, before the -people of this State. I hap* 
pened, Mr. President, to be at the LegHslatnrtt 
in 1869, and my friend, the gentleman from SL 
Louis, was at that time figuring extensively, 
and my impression is that some resolutimis 
were pending before the Legislature at tbut 
late day quite u objectionable at that date mm 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



817 



Jackson's were in 1849, and the gentleman 
from St. Louis voted tor them and spoke in 
favor of them. The genReman from St. Louts^ 
Mr. President, is a very strong, I may say, a 
notorious Abolitionist to-day. I do not object 
to that to-day. But he goes back in my record 
to M9, Now, I will only go back in his record 
to '59 and '60. My friend had been a candi- 
date in St. Louis, and bad been elected by the 
onion of the Old Line Whig and Democratic 
party, and was their representative on this floor 
in the Legislature of '69 and '60. I understand 
that at that time the gentleman from St. Louis 
denounced in the bitterest terms the radical, 
revolutionary spirit of those that he now rep- 
resents. He denounced them as ^'Jacobins " ; 
he used that very term, I believe, as well as 
•' wild, radical revolutionists.'* Surely he has 
changed his mind considerably from tti&t day 
to the present. In one of the resolutions the 
gentleman says by his vote, that '^the Ad- 
ministration merits the cordial approbation of 
the State of Missouri." I believe I, too, sup- 
ported Buchanan ; but in '59 and '60 I certainly 
did not support htm. I had been shrewd enough 
to leave him in '57, in the Kansas controversy | 
and that " our Senators have proved themselves 
deserving of the high trust delegated to them, 
and that they possess our entire confidence." 

[Extract read from the House journal, 1859- 
60, ''that we regard the Territories as com- 
mon property," fcc, "open alike to all clti- 
xens," fcc] 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to consist- 
ency, I desire to refer to one fact that has 
been brought to my attention. The gentleman 
from St. Louis is now a decided and notorious 
advocate of emancipation; whether he is 
more so than I am, I do not know nor care. 
Bat in July of '57 my old friend Major Rol- 
lins^-one of those men that I like from the 
fierce contests I have had with him — met the 
gentleman from St. Louis in that city, whilst 
he was canvassing with Stewart for Gover- 
nor, and Rollins, having been a friend of the 
"Whig party in times gone by, he supposed he ' 
had a perfect right to call upon Mr. Drake to 
anpport him in that controversy | and I desire 
to ask the gentleman, when the proposition 
^ivas made to support Rollins, if he did not say 
ho could not do it, and that he regarded Major 
Rollins as the most dangerous man in the 
State, and almost the most dangerous man in 
the Union ; that he was against him, and 
2M>ped and believed that he would be beaten 
hy ^^000 votes ; that if Rollins had not al. 



ready joined the Black Republicans he soon 
would? 

Mr. Drake. I have no recollection of 
having used those words, or words of that im- 
port. I do not say they were not used by me. 
But if I did, they were merely the words of a 
political partisan. I admit that I was a politi- 
cal defender of slavery till slavery struck at 
my country} then I changed, and I pity in 
my heart the man who has not changed. 

Mr. Henderson. If the gentleman from 
St. Louis has merely changed his opinions in 
the abstract, as to the right and wrong of sla- 
very, I wish to ask him whether, in February 
last, he did not say to Major Rollins, in 
Washington, that he was in favor of gradual 
emancipation, as against any other system of 
emancipation, after Rollins had explained to 
him his own position; and if the gentleman 
from St. Louis did not say that he intended to 
open the ball of gradual emancipation in Mis- 
souri, and would join Rollins heart and hand ? 

Mr. Draxb. I may have said so, though I 
do not pretend to remember my conversation 
in hotels in Washington City. I admit that I 
have changed my position toward slavery, and 
I give an all-snfficient* reason for it | but the 
gentleman from Pike jumped up no less than 
five years from the position he took in his 
written speech, and gives no reason for it. 

Mr. Henderson. The proposition offered 
by the committee was one to terminate slavery 
without apprenticeship in '76, while the gen- 
tleman's proposition carries it beyond '73. I 
said I favored it terminating in '76, without 
servitude, but the proposition now does not 
terminate servitude by any means. It termi- 
nates slavery in '68, only five years hence, 
but continues a system of servitude for many 
years beyond. 

Mr. Drake. I have been arguing against 
the amendment I offered on Saturday, for the 
purpose of getting substituted for it the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Dent, which pro- 
vides that slavery shall cease in '66, and ser- 
vitude in '76. 

Mr. Henderson. In 1859 Mr. Drake, by 
his vote, as I find by the records, approved 
of forcing slavery upon Kansas. Now he 
takes it all back, admits that he was wrong. 
We find that in February last he was, by 
his own admission, opposed to all schemes 
of immediate emancipation, and in favor of 
gradual emancipation ; and now, at last, he 
says he is trying to defeat his own proposi- 
tion. Why, Mr. President, where U the 
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gentleman? It is a very ungrateful task to 
me to refer to the gentleman's record ; but I 
can assure him if he had allowed my record 
to sleep in the past^ I never would have 
troubled his. I said this morning that I 
would vote for »66, for 13, or '75, rather 
than go away from this body without eman- 
cipation ^ but I understood the gentleman 
from St. Louis to say, within the last twen- 
ty-four hours, that he would vote for no 
scheme except his own. 

Mr. Drake. I did not say that I laid 
it down as a principle that I would vote for 
no scheme which left emancipation open to 
be repealed by the Legislature before it should 
take effect) and that I took the last day in 
the calendar that I would vote for on that 
principle. I did not say that if you gave 
me a later day, with irreversible certainty, I 
would not vote for it 

Mr. Henderson. I am glad to see that 
the gentleman from St Louis has some prin- 
ciple upon which he acts in this matter. I 
advocated and am yet ready to vote to ter- 
minate slavery in January, 1878, but I am 
not bound to that or to any other precise 
scheme, as the gentleman from St Louis 
seems to be. The gentleman said in his 
speech, " if this body refuses to adopt," &c. 
^^ This, gentlemen of the Convention, is the 
position I have taken, whether I stand alone 
or whether I am supported by others." 

Mr. Drake. The gentleman takes de- 
tached sentences from my speech, and does 
not take them in the connection in which 
they stand. 

Mr. Henderson. I have no desire to mis- 
represent the position the gentleman has taken 
upon this subject before the house. He says 
he has taken his position, whatever may be 
the consequences. There can be no mistake 
about that I hope, Mr. President, we shall 
be permitted to vote upon this question. I 
came here to help to pass some ordinance of 
emancipation that will give peace and quiet 
to the State. I am willing to make conces- 
sions ; but the gentleman from St Louis asks 
us to yield up everything, but he will make 
no concessions. This State has been dragged 
into this war against the protests of the very 
men who are now willing to make conces- 
sions and sacrifices for her future peace and 
welfare. We have all united heart and hand 
to drive back the invader from our soil. 
Gentlemen may recollect, in the spring of 
'61, when fierce and wild passions ran through 



this State, and it was dangerous in certain 
parts to be known to have acted with the 
majority of this body, 88 out of 99 were 
slave owners, and it was they who saved iht 
State to the Union. It is useless to deny 
the fact that if Missouri had seceded %i 
March of '61 Maryland would have followed 
suit; and if Maryland had gone, Kentucky 
would have followed | and I appeal eren to 
the gentleman from St Louis, if Missouri 
and Maryland and Kentucky had turned their 
backs upon the Union, whether the Union 
cause would to-day be triumphant, or whether, 
if these States had gone on the side of the 
rebellion, whether it would not have been 
successful ? If every slave State had seceded 
in '61 no earthly power would have reunited 
the broken links of this Union. Gentlemen 
here know that these 88 slave owners came 
up here in this Convention presenting a solid 
phalanx in favor of the Union. Then, while 
I may agree that slavery is wrong, that it 
has had too much to do to bring on our 
troubles, yet I do not deem it necessary to 
offend the sensibilities of slave owners here 
by attacking and denouncing them and the 
institution of slavery, and driving ofiT those 
of them who are favorable to emancipation. 
I appeal to the gentleman from St Louis to 
cease such talk; rather let us perfect the 
scheme of emancipation and go home. 

Mr. Brbokinkidge. I desire, Mr. Presi- 
dent to say a word or two in answer to my 
colleague (Mr. Drake). I would (n^fer to be 
silent were it not for one two remarks which 
fell from him while he occupied the floor, and 
which I think require some response. 

I regret extremely the sad evidences of ho- 
man weakness exhibited by my distinguished 
friend from St. Louis, and my equally distin- 
guished friend from Pike (Mr. Henderson). I 
am sorry they have found it necessary to ex- 
pose the incousistencies of each other. I do 
not think it very profitable to them, nor likelj 
to contribute materially to the solution of the 
difficult problem with which we have to deal. 
My colleague made one or two sweeping blows 
which were no doubt intended to fidl very near 
to me, but I was fortunate enough to escape 
any attempt to fasten upon me such inconsiat- 
encies as he and the gentleman from Pike have 
shown each in the other's course. They seem 
to have fallen into many vagaries and erron, 
especially in dealing with this question of 
slavery ; and their better judgment, however 
strong and clear now, seems to have been ob. 
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sooted and perrerted, in times past, in l^eir 
attempts to follow the tortnons coarse of Dem« 
ocratlc politics upon it» without much regard 
to consistency, which certainly never was a 
distingnishing characteristic of that school. to 
which they belonged. Perhaps such consist- 
ency as I may claim as my immnnity from 
such exposure as the gentlemen hare inflicted 
upon each other, is due in large part to the fiu!t 
that I have never belonged to that political 
persuasion. I can only hope that these gentle- 
men will profit by their interchange of incon- 
sistent records, and having embraced sound 
doctrine will adhere to it. 

My otgeot, however, is to examine briefly 
this wonderftd principle which my colleague 
has discovered, upon which he pUnts himsdf. 
Hid which he invokes as his defence and justi- 
fleataon for the position he assumes in announ- 
cing, that, though he desires emancipation, he 
will oppose any plan, however oth^wise ac- 
ceptable and wise, which proposes to tolerate 
slavery a day longer than that date — ^the first 
of November, 1866— which he proposes for its 
extinction. It was no doubt apparent to his dear 
and acute mind that, in assuming such a posi- 
tion, and not only making no concession, but 
rejecting in advance all thought of 3rielding 
anything to tiie convictions or pr^udices of 
others, he was in great danger of appearing to 
this body and to the country as a fiu^ous op- 
ponent of emancipation ; and being unwilling 
to occnpy that position, he has gone about in 
search of some principle, or some plausible ap- 
pearance of principle, on which he might claim 
to base his action and justiQr his course. I fear 
he has first decided what his policy shall be, 
and then endeavored to frame a principle to 
suit it ; and accordingly, like most principles 
made to order and to meet a particular emer* 
gency, it is of very little value. 

Toward my colleague my fodlngs are, as 
they always have been, friendly and cordial. 
I greatly respect him, and I shall say nothing 
intentionally to wound him ; but duty to my 
constitnents and justice to myself require, that 
I should expose this shallow pretence of prin- 
ciple on which he claims to stand, for which he 
invokes so much respect, and which he insists 
commands the support of all of us. 

Now the truth is, there is no principle here. 
The gentleman, urged by the pressure of which 
I have already spoken, if he really thinks there 
i», has utterly deceived himself. He sajrs he is 
irilling to fix the date at which emancipation 
shall finally take efltot, at the latest moment 



at which it will be impossible for the Legisla- 
ture by legislative action to amend the constl* 
tution« and so, per possibility, repeal the ordi- 
nance. According to the constitution, two suc- 
cessive LegisUtnres, voting by majorities of two- 
thirds of each House, may amend the constitu- 
tion. Now, as the Legislature meets biennially 
on the last Monday of December, and thus if 
there were danger of legislative repeal, which 
my colleague professes to dread, it could not be 
accomplished under the constitution before the 
meeting of the LegisUture on the last of De* 
cembeir, 1866, (assuming with him that there 
is no danger that the Legislature now in exist- 
ence wOl take such action,) he has appointed 
the day beyond which he wHl not go, even 
according to his own principle, at least two 
months too soon, by naming the 1st of Novem- 
ber, 1866. 

See now the dilemma into which his devotion 
to this gprand prineiple brings toy colleague. 
While it is dear that two-thirds of the Legis- 
lature, to be chosen in the fkll of 1864, must 
vote in fkvor of repeal before even the initial 
step can be taken for legislative repeal, will he 
tell me what is to hinder the present General 
Assembly, which is to meet again in Novem- 
ber, or (supposing there is no reason to appre- 
hend that that body will take that course) that 
which will meet in December, 1864, from call- 
ing a Convention by a vote of a mere minority, 
which will have sovereign control over the 
whole matter? 

He says he is perfectly willing to bow to the 
will of the people, however opposed to his own 
judgment, whenever declared through a Con- 
vention, though such a Convention may be 
sununoned to meet by a bare minority of the 
Legislature ; but utterly unwilling to bow to 
the will of the same people when declared 
through two successive Legislatures by the 
requisite migori^ of two-thirds, with all the 
checks and restraints thrown around it by the 
constitution to prevent hasty action and secure * 
full deliberation, before changing in that mode 
the organic law. In view of such considera- 
tions, I think my colleague's boasted principle 
is entitled to very little weight ; and if no bet- 
ter argument can be adduced in favor of his 
position and in his own defence, I fear it must 
be condemned, and he be convicted of a will- 
ingness to risk the defeat of emandpation in 
this body rather than modify his action at all 
even in matters of detail involving no principle 
at all. While, however, I cannot appreciate 
my colleague's prindple, I think I have dis- 
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covered, with the aid of the genUeman from 
Fikei the secret; of his present coarse. Some 
years ago my colleague was sent to the Legis- 
lature by the same constituency he now repre- 
sents, under circumstances which would per- 
haps justify him in believing that he might, if 
he desired it, be similarly honored again ; for, 
though the canvass was short it was earnest, 
the vote was full, and his minority large. In 
his recent canvass for a seat in this body, 
unusual efiforts were made by the entire rad- 
ical press, which supported him with great 
earnestness and ability, to bring out a heavy 
vote for him, he was chosen by a very small 
portion of the electors, composed to a great 
extent of a single class of our people, and un- 
der circumstances which might very well cre- 
ate the impression, that if the vote had been 
full the result would have been different. Is 
there not, then, some ground for the inference, 
in view of the exposition made by the gentle- 
man from Pike of my colleague's fickleness 
and inconsistencies on this subject of slavery, 
that he, thinking he might by possibility be a 
member of the Legislature hereafter, is unwill- 
ing to trust to a body whose action he might 
largely influence, so important a question as 
emancipation, or the repeal of emancipation as 
decreed by us; while, being hopeless of an 
election where a full vote is polled, as a mem- 
ber of a fdture Convention, he is willing to 
confide the whole matter to such a body, fear- 
ing from it (he being absent) no capricious 
change or inconsistent action? Whatever may 
be the value of these suggestions, in discover- 
ing the motives which govern my colleague, 
they are certainly worth at least as much as 
the principle which he persuades himself con- 
trols his action. He is willing, and yet unwill- 
ing to trust the people ; anxious, as he avows, 
to submit whatever plan may be adopted to the 
popular vote for ratification or r^ection, and 
yet unwilling to risk the chance of reversal 
by the people through the Legislature, even 
though reversal in that mode, so slow and so 
embarrassed by constitutional restrictions, is 
almost Certain not to take place under any con- 
ceivable change of popular sentiment on the 
subject 

My colleague has arraigned me and my fel- 
low-members from St. Louis, with one or two 
exceptions— not however, I am sure, from any 
unkind motive — ^because, as he alleges, we do 
not represent the views of our constituents in 
regard to emancipation. I deny it in the most 
positive terms, and I defy him to make good 



his assertion by proof. But litde more than 
two years ago we were elected by the people 
of St Louis city and coun^, at tiie dose of a 
most earnest and excited canvass, against act- 
ive and decided opposition, thoroughly organ- 
ized, and led by a ticket composed of able, 
popular and influential gentlemen, and com- 
missioned to represent that community by ma- 
jorities ranging from five to seven tiiousand. 
My colleague, while no doubt highly meriting 
the confidence of the people, became a candi- 
date at a special election, to fill a single vacan- 
cy, when thousands of the citizens of St. Louis 
were absent on distant battle-fields contending 
for tiieir country's honor and life, and, after a 
brief but earnest canvass, was chosen by a 
fraction over five thousand votes, out of an 
aggregate of less than one-half the vote which 
sent us here. I stand here by the choice of 
more than fifteen thousand of my fellow-citi- 
zens — ^honored by that constituency with their 
confidence, never instructed, never requested 
to resign, left to pursue the course dictated by 
my own conscience, and my convictions of 
what their interests require. 

Mr. Drakb. I wish to ask whether there 
was a single word said at the genUeman's 
election about emancipation. 

Mr. BaxoKiNRiDOB. No, sir, not one word; 
but I can tell the gentleman this : in the only 
speech I made in that canvass, I told my 
constituents, that the power conferred on those 
they elected would be very great ; tiiat their 
action might reach much farther, necessarily, 
than any of them then supposed; that I should 
stand, under all circumstances, without the 
thought of change, in support of the Union, and 
of the unalterable devotion of Missouri to it; 
and that there was nothing that an honorable 
and loyal man might do that I would not do in 
their name to preserve the integrity of the 
Union and to bind them to it And as I have 
redeemed that pledge in the past, so now — and 
with reference to this question of emancipation, 
not then foreseen as one with which we would 
have to deal, but clearly coming within cor 
province as a measure of Union, and for the 
good of the Union — I stand here to redeem, in 
letter and in spirit, the pledge I then made. 
But I know, and my colleague knows, with die 
certainty of mathematical demonstration, that 
the overwhelming masses of our constituents 
are for emancipation ; some for one reason, and 
some for another ; some as a measure of domes- 
tic peace ; some as a means of declaring most 
emphatically and beyond recall for the Unioiv 
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and binding this State indiasolnbly to it; tome 
at the best mode of restoring onr prosperity ; 
some as a reform in itself most desirable ; some 
for immediate, and some for gradual, eman- 
dpation; but a migority dear and dedded, 
controlled by whaterer motiye, earnestly for 
emandpation. And I think I may make bold 
to say, claiming, as I do, to represent truly the 
sentiments of a migority of my constituenti, 
tiiat if that yery portion of them who sent my 
oolleague here could be fairly readied to^y> 
oouOd be disabused of the fiUse impressions and 
prejudices which have been so careftilly oulti- 
Tated among them, and oould hare ftdly ex- 
plained to them this whole question as it stands 
here to-day, they would not endorse the posi- 
tion he has chosen to assume on this floor, in 
arowing that, though emandpation is a neces- 
sity, and the best interests of the State will 
perish without it, he will support no scheme 
which does not exactly, and in the most minute 
particulars, coincide with his peculiar Tiews, 
but will rather aid the enemies of all emand* 
pation and the friends of slarery in their en- 
dearors to defeat any measure in this body 
friendly to freedom. I certainly hare rery 
little confidence in my own powers of persua- 
sion ; but I would stake my lifb upon it, tiiat if I 
oould reach those whom my colleague may be 
supposed peculiarly to represent, notwithstand- 
ing his undoubted ability as an orator and in 
argument, I could convince them of his error 
in declaring his purpose to oppose eyery propo- 
sition that does not square exactly with his own 
Tiews, and in assuming a position sustained by 
no real prindple, and announcing that he will 
under no conceiyable circumstances make any 
concession. It is not for me, perhaps, to ex- 
press an opinion as to the impropriety of his 
position ; but I do say that it not well for him, 
as one of the representatives of a constituency 
who most earnestly desire emandpation, to 
plant himself in the path of progress of this 
great reform, whose triumph can only be de- 
feated now by some great folly of its friends, 
and risk the success of any practicable scheme 
of emancipation, because of some crotchet 
about a principle too small to be discovered by 
any other vision, or because not precisely an- 
swering to his own individual judgment as to 
what is best and wisest The gentleman says 
that he has already induced this body to shorten 
the time at which it is willing to ordain eman- 
dpation Ave years, i shall not enter upon any 
discussion with him as to the effect he may 
have had upon others, but I suppose he will 



hardly daim to have accomplished so much 
with me. He knows that the proposition I had 
the honor to introduce on the first day of our 
session looked to emandpation on the first day 
of January, 1864, with a subsequent term of 
apprenticeship. He knows that I prefer an 
earlier period for emandpation than seems 
likdy now to be adopted; but I desire him 
and this body to know, and I intend that the 
whole State shall know, that I am by far too 
earnest in my convictions of the necessity of 
emancipation to peril its success, and refUse 
such aid as I can give in securing it, because I 
cannot bring the representatives of the people 
to coindde in all my views as to the proper 
method to be adopted. I still adhere to my 
expressed opinions as to the best method, and 
I regret that I cannot secure its adoption ; but 
I trust the pUn which shall prevail will prove 
by its fruits tiiat it is best, and I shall certainly 
cast my vote for the ordinance of emandpation 
whidi the migori^ <^^ willing to concede. I 
shall not attempt to prove my desire for the 
early extinction of slavery, by voting against a 
plan which postpones it a fow years later than 
I think best ; nor my devotion to emandpation, 
by voting against and attempting to defeat the 
only scheme practicable in this body. 

One word more in reference to personal mat- 
ters. My colleague said that in his endeavors 
to secure the adoption of the earliest period for 
emancipation, he was opposed by a solid phal- 
anx led by gentiemen who were understood to 
be aspirants " for a high position.'^ I am not 
much indined, sir, to reach out my hand to 
catch blows, whether aimed by friend or foe ; 
but if, perchance, notwithstanding all my effbrts 
to secure early emandpation, any part of this 
allusion was intended for me, I have this to 
say : I have been a candidate for a very high 
and honorable position, and in the sense of 
willingness to accept the great responsibilities 
which attach to it, if it shall please the people 
through their representatives to confer it bn 
me, I am yet a candidate. I do not know that 
I need have any anxiety to defend myself on 
this account. If it shall be the will of those 
with whom the choice rests to commit to me, 
in part, the great and arduous charge of repre- 
senting the people of this State at the National 
Capitol, I shall, however unworthy, if my lifo 
be spared, accept the trust, and endeavor 
faithMly to discharge the duty. I owe ma- 
ny thanks to those members of the Legisla- 
ture who have shown their desire to confer 
this great honor upon me ; and whatever the 
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reealt may be, I shall hope the fhtare will 
give them no reason to regret this confidence. 
But since when has it been considered matter 
of reproach that the name of a citizen should 
be coupled with high office, or that the people 
should think well of him, and be willing to 
honor him 1 I esteem it an honor to be treas- 
ured, that, humble as my life and services 
have been, they hare been such as to make 
any portion of my f ellow-dtizens think me not 
unworthy, in these times of trial, to discharge 
such difficult duties ; and as such I shall always 
reckon it, no matter what ^e issue may be. 

I cannot recall my colleague's exact laa- 
guage, but it seemed certainly to be open to 
tiie construction that these same high aspira- 
tions might influence me in the course I think 
it my duty here to pursue. I shall not defend 
myself against such an intimation, since I am 
assured no personal ofibnce was intended, farther 
than to say that I think I may safely trust to 
my past lifB, public and private, as my best de- 
fence. True honor can only be obtained by a 
fiuthful discharge of present duly, and this I 
shall strive, here as elsewhere — ^in the future 
as in the past— to do, confident that from the 
consequences I have nothing to fear. I will 
not say that my colleague indulges any aspira- 
tions for high promotion, nor intimate that he 
allows them to modify his action here ; but I 
strongly suspect if he will narrowly examine 
the secrets of his own heart, he will find, per- 
haps in some remote recess, some unchastened 
appetite which would keenly relish such hon- 
ors, if conferred* If he would deserve them, 
let him labor now to free himself from his false 
principle, and to avoid even the appearance of 
making fiustious opposition to great reforms 
demanded by the people and the highest inter- 
ests of the State. 

I wish, before I take my seat, to say a word 
or two to two classes of gentlemen here — those 
who avow themselves in favor of emancipation 
only in the most gradual form, and those who, 
though opposed to emandpation, are willing, in 
tiie actual posture of afikirs, to support some 
extremely gradual plan. I desire to remind 
these gentlemen that emancipation— as they all 
practically admit — ^has come to be a necessity 
for us; urgency demanded by every consid- 
eration of peace, of loyalty, of State prosperity, 
and of direct interest on the part not only of 
the non-slaveholders, but of the slaveholders 
themselves. This being the case — they having 
declared their readiness to support emancipa- 
tion, I desire to ask them if they are not willing 



to concede something in date and matters of 
detail, to accomplish the great end f Are they 
willing to forget tfie lessons of the past year, 
so instructive on this very subject, and, adopt- 
ing the very policy which when adopted by 
my colleague they condemn, assume a position 
to which they will adhere under all circum- 
stances, saying, " here we will stiuid, and un- 
less you yield to our demands there shall be 
no emancipation by our votes " ? I know there 
are thousands of loyal slaveholders all over 
this land. They have been truly loyal in the 
very midst of rebellion, and at the risk of lifi} 
and property. They have, many of them, 
borne themselves most nobly through the great 
triate and struggles of ihe last three years. In 
this very matter of emancipation they are mak- 
ing sacrifices, and proving thereby their devo- 
tion to the cause of their country and the welfkure 
of its people. And now I appeal to them to 
make, if necessary, one fartlier sacrifice, and 
to bring no stain upon the bright record of 
their loyalty, by planting themselves upon a 
particular date, and refusing to concede any- 
thing beyond that to the convictions of those 
who desire as earnestly as they to do that 
which will best promote the public interests. I 
ask them to do what I myself am willing and 
intend to do— to consent to an earlier period 
than they prefer, as I shall consent to a later 
period than I think best — and to join me in 
support of the proposition now before the Con- 
vention — ^fixing the first of November, 1868, as 
the date of emancipation — and so settle this 
strife forever. I am not without hope that 
even my obdurate colleague, softened and con- 
verted by their good example, may repent him 
of his unwise resolution, and seeing at last the 
emptiness of the principle he has thought d^ 
manded his support, unite with us in ordaining 
this grand reform. I shall deem myself most 
fortunate if any word of mine shall have power 
to prevail with them ; and still more, if in any 
degree, through my agency, even my colleague 
himself shall be brought to the support of eman- 
cipation. 

If not, if no argument or example can con- 
vince him of his error, then the saddest man 
to be found in Jefierson City, or perhaps in 
Missouri, after we shall have adopted an ordi« 
nance providing for emancipation-^not so soon 
or on exactly such conditions as many of us 
desired, but in form and substance much better 
and more efficacious than we could have anti- 
cipated six months ago— the saddest man will 
be my distinguished friend from St. Louis, sent 
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here so lately^ as he claims, par ixoeUenctf tha 
champion of emancipation, returning to his 
constituents, after having denounced and op* 
posed emancipation in 1868, to explain that, in 
spite of all his efforts, and against his vote, it 
was adopted. I can imagine the especial con- 
stituents of my distinguished friend thronging 
ahout him, to hear an explanation of this sin- 
gular phenomenon ; and (if that were possible) 
I can almost imagine him struck dumb before 
them, in his utter inability to explain it in such 
a way as to vindicate the sincerity of his advo- 
cacy of emancipation. 

I was not sent here as the especial cbampioa 
of emancipation. I hold a larger commission* 
I was sent here to labor by all means for the 
preservation and the perpetuity of the Union. 
That I have done in good faith, and never, in 
my judgment, more directly than in supporting 
this proposition for emancipation | and having 
done all in my power to secure its adoption in 
this form, and, if not in this, in some form 
closely approximating it, I shall return to my 
constituents in the full confidence that I have 
merited and shall receive their welcome greet- 
ing, " Well done, good and faithful sarvanf 

Mr. Broai^hbad. At the proper time I will 
offer to amend the ordinance now before the 
House, to read as follows : 

'' Section 1. The first and second claases 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby ab- 
rogated. 

<^ Section 2. That slavery and involun- 
tary servitude, except for the punishment 
of crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri bn 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy^ and all slaves within the 
State at that day are hereby declared to 
be free; provided^ however^ that all per- 
sons emancipated by ihis ordinance shall 
remain under the control and be subject to 
the authority of their owners as servants 
daring the following periods, to wit : Those 
over forty years of age, for and during 
their lives; those under twelve years of 
age, until they arrive at the age of twenty- 
three years ; and those of all other ages, 
until the fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six. The persons, of 
their legal representatives, who up to the 
moment of emancipation were the owners 
of the slaves thereby freed^ shall, daring 



the period for which the services of such 
freed men are reserved to them, have the 
same auUiority and control over tiie said 
freed men that are now held absolutely by 
the master in respect of his slave ; pravi- 
dedf however, that after the said fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and seventy^ 
no person so held to service shall be sold 
to a non-resident of, or removed from, the 
State of Missouri by the authority of his 
or her late owner, or their legal represent- 
atives.** 

Mr. Moss. I do not know that I quite un- 
derstand the construction that is to be put upon 
the ordinance now before the house. I should 
like to know if the master will have the same 
power to enforce the services of his servant that - 
he now has those of his dove, 

Mr. Bboadhbai). There is no special law 
that applies to persons that are, or are to be, 
emancipated. ^ 

Mr. Moss. I am not» as I announced the 
other day, an emancipationist, and I represent 
a constituency who are greatly interested in 
this matter ; and I therefore feel it to be my 
duty, although I shaU not defend this measure, 
to do all I can to get it in as unobjectionable a 
shape as possible. I think that a great sacri- 
fice of the rights and privileges of slave owners 
is being nude for their country^s good. I hope 
that all the good that is promised may result, 
but I certainly would like to understand the 
means by which it is to be attained. I do not 
see that it gives the master the power to en- 
force obedience from his servant that it did 
from his slave ; and if this is so, I would like 
gentlemen to say so. Don't leave this matter 
in such a shape as to bring about litigation. 
Let the relationship be well defined. If slavery 
is to end in '68, andwearetofiillbaekuponths 
common law to determine the relationship be- 
tween master and servant, then let us under* 
stand it I want the slave owner to know 
exactly what his rights are; we shall theft 
avoid trouble hereafter. If we are to have 
servants who are to be anything but service- 
able, let us know it If we are to have servants 
who are to be under our control with the ex- 
ception of the right to sell them, then let us 
know it Let us deal &irly with the slave 
owneir. I appeal, Mr. President, to this Con- 
vention, that the rights of the masters, in the 
future, shall be well defined, and that these 
men shall not be mocked, and their interests 
and feelings trifled with. I do not know but I 
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irould rather hare the ordinance of the gentle- 
man from St. Louis (Mr. Drake) than what has 
just been proposed. If an attack is to be made 
upon slavery in 1868, don't attempt to bam- 
boozle the people hy any sophistry of that sort 
For my part, if I am to be robbed, I like ahold 
robber rather than one who will steal upon me 
under the garb of friendship. I would rather 
rote for the proposition that comes up candidly 
and says that there shall be no slavery or 
servitude after 1868, than for a proposition the 
friends of which are afhiid to say exactly what 
they mean, for fear the slave owner may com- 
prehend the limits of his rights. 

Mr. Bkoadhbad. The gentleman seems 
raising a tempest in a teapot The whole thing 
will bear but one construction, and that is that 
which is laid down in our statute books. When 
a slave is emancipated under the laws of Mis- 
souri he is a firee man, and has no master but 
the law. I do not use the word " slave " in 
my proposition, because it does not seem proper 
to use it there. It would indeed be inconsist- 
ent to call them slaves after they are eman- 
cipated. The servant can sue and be sued, 
and yet be subject to his master, and his serv- 
ices enforced as those of the slave can be now 
enforced. 

Mr. HonoH. Simply as a legal proposition, 
^ere is some difficulty attending this matter 
in my mind. This amendment proposes to 
. amend section 2 by striking out 4th July, 1876, 
and inserting in Ueu thereof the 1st of No- 
Tember, 1868, and by adding the following : 

" Provided, That all slaves emancipated by 
this ordinance shall remain under the control, 
and subject to the authority, of their owners 
during the following periods, to-wit : those over 
forty years of age, for and during their lives ; 
those under twelve years of age, until they ar- 
rive at the age of twenty-three years ; and those 
of all other ages, until the fourth day of July, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four." 

The relation of master and slave is broken 
down by this amendment, and a new relation 
is established by the proposed amendment, 
with which, I imagine, but few persons in the 
Convention are familiar, except legal gentle- 
men. This amendment, it is true, says that 
the master shall have control and authority 
over the slaves manumitted by the proposed 
amendment; but what kind of control and 
authority will he have over them ? Suppose a 
negro over forty years of age, or under twenty- 
three, who is under the control of the master, 
refuses to perform service. How can the mas- 



ter enfbrceit? Does it give the master au- 
thority to inflict moderate chastisement and 
force tiie slave to perform service? There is 
no such provision in this proposed amendment, 
and the truth is, as a legal proposition, that if 
the master attempted to inflict the slightest 
chastisement upon a servant not a slave, to 
force him to perform the duty he has a right 
to exact from that servant, he would be liable 
to be sued in court for it. The negro could 
sue him even for the punishment of the young- 
est child who would-be free under this amend- 
ment The slightest chastisement of a child 
would be a cause for action ; and under our 
statutes the parent of that child could institute 
suit against the master, and the child, by its 
father or mother, could recover damages. 
There would be a total change of the law on 
the subject; and it would be well for slave 
owners to understand that, after 1868, they dare 
not inflict the slightest punishment or correc- 
tion upon any negro manumitted by this ordi- 
nance. If they do, they are liable to be sued 
for damages. As to authority and control, I 
take it to mean nothing more than this : that 
the master has the right to direct a freed slave 
to do certain labor. If he chooses to do it, 
well and good ; but if he does not, there is no 
power given in this amendment by which the 
master can compel obedience to his commands. 
I feel with the gentleman fh)m Clay, (Mr. 
Moss,) that rather than vote for that amend- 
ment, I would prefer that of the gentleman from 
St Louis, (Mr. Drake,) to turn all the negroes 
loose at once in 1866. 

Then, Mr. President, what will be the efffect 
of this ordinance ? The master owns a family 
of negroes, the husband say forty-one years of 
age, the wife thirty-nine ; and ihey may, per- 
haps, have a large family of children. The 
husband, under the effects of this amendment^ 
remains under the control of his master during 
the balance of his Ufe; the wife would be 
manumitted; the children over twelve yetrt 
of age would remain in the master's custody 
and under his control till they arrived at the 
age of twenty-three, and then they would be . 
turned out upon the world without any pro- 
vision being made for their support Some of 
them might be females, with young children, 
before they arrived at the age of twenty -three. 
Who is to protect these persons ? And the 
master is left with the old negroes and the 
young ones to take care of. Sir, it is all wrong. 
As a simple question of humanity, I am op- 
posed to any system of emancipation; but if I 
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could be induced to TOte for any system what- 
erer, it would be for one that respected the 
common principles of justice and humanity, 
and that did not separate fkmilies, as this pro- 
poses to do. Such a measure as that proposed 
would, I am conrinced, haye a deleterious ef- 
fect upon socie^; and be an ipjustice to the 
master, whom it defrauds, and the slave, whom 
it vainly proposes to benefit 

Mr. Birch. I have listened with great at- 
tention to what has been advanced, and, if it 
were possible, Mr. President, 1 IhiDk 1 am 
more fully confinced than ever, that, if the 
white and black races are to occupy the Bame 
soil, and form part of the same society, it is 
better for both races that they occupy the re- 
lation of master and slave. In coming to this 
conclusion I have not been looking at my own 
cabins. I shall vote against the amendment } I 
eould not do otherwise from the theory I, as a 
Christian man, entertain for the system of 
slavery. As it regards the uncertainty of the 
relationship between master and servant that 
would ensue on the adoption of the ordinance 
as it stands, I will only say, that I could make 
a most excellent living, were I so disposed, by 
annoying masters from year's end to year's 
^^9 ^7 getting fees and damages out of them 
for alleged and fancied grievances. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Do I understand the gen- 
tleman from Clinton to say that the only ground 
on which, as a Christian man, he would be jus- 
tified in living in the same community with the 
negro race, would be in the relation of master 
and slave? 

Mr. BiacH. I admit that is the only rela- 
tion I desire, or that I can conceive of as ad- 
vantageous to the two races. 

Mr. Hitchcock. Am I right, then, in sup- 
posing that the gentleman from Clinton would 
feel himself justified in the enslavement of the 
three or four thousand colored people who are 
in Missouri, on the ground that slavery is the 
only condition they should occupy in a com- 
munity of Christian men ? 

Mr. BiaoH. I would like a few minutes to 
reflect. 

Mr. Bboadhead. I do not think that any 
system of emancipation we may adopt will be 
satisfactory to all. As to any difficulties that 
may arise from the new relation of master and 
servant, that is, the peculiar relation growing 
out of this ordinance, they will be met and 
provided for by the Legislature; but I am 
clearly of opinion, in opposition to what has 



been said, that the servant would not have the 
right of action against his master. 

Gov. Gamble. I cannot but think the 
amendment of the gentleman (Mr. Broadhead) 
uses expressions calculated to mislead, though 
I know my colleague too well to suppose heso 
intends it. Now, whatever we do, let us use 
no equivocal expressions. Let us not keep the 
word of promise to the ear and break it in the 
act. The amendment reads, '^ and all slaves 
within the State at that day are hereby declared 
to be free ; provided, however, that all persons 
emancipated by this ordinance shall remain 
under the control and be subject to the 
authority of their owners.'' Now, I must re- 
fuse my vote for the adoption of this amend- 
ment. I object to the qualifying term " per- 
sons." There is no provision in the law for 
such persons. If there is any provision in law 
by which any one can exercise authority over 
emancipated slaves, then there is reason for 
this amendment ) but if there be no provision 
of law, written or otherwise, by which any 
such authority can be enforced, then these are 
words and nothing more, a delusion to all who 
trust to them. 

Mr. Moss. What we have just witnessed 
on this floor satisfies me as to the objection I 
urged against the amendment of the gentleman 
from St. Louis (Mr* Broadhead). If distin- 
guished lawyers and friends of emancipation 
disagree about the meaning of the phraseology 
employed, why, of course, others will, and that 
is just what I want to get rid of. If the gen- 
tleman (Mr. Broadhead) is in earnest — if he 
sincerely desires to give the master the same 
authority over his servant that he now has over 
his slave, he will be willing to use words that 
shall so express it. 

Mr. Broadhead. My colleague (Governor 
Gamble) is preparing an amendment which I 
am willing to accept as a substitute for minOy 
which I withdraw. 

Mr. Henderson. I propose to amend the 
amendment by adding, after the word ^< own- 
ers," the words ''or their legal representa« 
tives," and also, after the word " those," the 
words <' who are then." 

Agreed to by the Convention. 

Mr. Moss. As gentlemen are proceeding to 
perfect the ordinance, I desire to make a sug- 
gestion. It seems to me that, as the ordinance 
stands, the master will have no means of en- 
forcing obedience more than a master has with 
his servants under the common law. Now, 
what I want is that the rights and privileges 
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of the master for enforcing the obedience of 
his servants shall be the same as now exists on 
the part of the master for controlling his 
slaves. 

Gov. Gamble. If he wants to whip his 
alave, he can do that by the common law. 

Mr. Moss. I want the ordinance to state 
that the rights^ privileges and remedies of the 
master, for enforcing obedience to his 
authority, shall be the same as they have here<> 
tofore been on the part of the master in refer- 
ence to his slaves. Tou talk of Abolishing 
slavery, and I do not see that you can refuse 
to let the relationship between the emancipa- 
ted slave and the master, as to his rights, be 
perfectly understood. 

Mr. Hitchcock (in explanation of his 
vote). On Saturday I voted against substi- 
tuting '68 for '66. I presume I need not re- 
peat that I am in favor of the earlier date, but 
I understand that a number of gentlemen then 
voted for '68, though wishing a longer period 5 
I, therefore, consider myself obligated, under 
the circumstances, to vote for '68. 

Mr. Phillips (in explanation of his vote). 
I feel myself somewhat embarrassed in regard 
to the vote I am about to give, as a member of 
the committee of nine who made the majority 
report There seems to be some misunder- 
standing between the members of the commit- 
tee as to the agreement that was entered into 
between the members, as to agreeing to the 
majority report. A. proposition to that effect 
was upon one occasion made in the committee, 
but my understanding was, that the committee 
finally adjourned to report to the Convention 
without any such agreement being made. An 
attempt was made to get a majority who con- 
curred with the committee to vote in the Con- 
vention for altering the ordinance in some ma- 
terial particular; but there was some objec- 
tion to it. The time, 1876, did not reflect the 
views of any member of the committee. It 
was agreed upon as a compromise time, and an 
effort was made to stand by it till some other 
time was adopted by the Convention, but no 
definite action was taken by the committee 
before we adjourned, and the language used by 
Gov. Gamble on the subject, in making his 
report, confirmed me In the impression that no 
such agreement was made^ though some of the 
committee so thought. I would be the last 
ipan to break my pledge, but in view of the fact 
that an amendment has already been adopted, 
and not feeling that I am bound by any agree- 
ment, I shall vote aye. 



The question being on the adoption of Mr. 
Henderson's amendment as amended. 

The ayes and noes were called for by Mr. 
Yanbuskibk. 

The result of the vote was as follows : 

Aybs— Messrs, Allen, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Bridge, Broadhead, Foster, Gamble, Hen- 
derson, Hitchcock, Holmes, How, Irwin, 
Isbell, Jackson, Linton, Long, Marvin, Mc- 
Dowell, McLean, Morrow, Noell, Phillips, 
Rankin, Scott, Shackelford o? St. Louis. 
Shanklin, Smith of L., Smith of St. L., and 
Vanbuskirk — 29. 

Noes — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bass, Bast, 
Birch, Bonnifield, Bgfib, Calhoun, Cayce, 
Comingo, Deal, Doniphan,Dougla88, Drake 
of M., Drake of St. L., Dunn, Duvall, Eit- 
zen, Frayser, Flood, uantt, Uorin, Hall of 
R.,Holt, Hough, Howell, Jamison, Johnson, 
Kidd, Leeper, Lindenbower, Matson, Mc- 
Clurg,McCormack, McFerran, Meyer, Moss, 
Moxl^, Norton, Orr, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Ray, Ritchey, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Scho- 
field, Shackelford of H., Sheeley, Stewart, 
Walker, Waller, Welch, Woodson, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President-— 57. 

So the amendment was lost 

Mr. Sol. Smith. Mr. President, I now re- 
new the motion which I made several days ago, 
which motion was temporarily withdrawn at 
the request of my colleague (Mr. Drake), to 
amend by striking out the figures **1876,'' and 
inserting « 1870." 

The President. The question is on the 
motion of the gentleman from St. Louis (Mr. 
Smith). 

Mr. Bush. Mr. President, I have listened 
for days Vo £he gentlemen speaking on the sub- 
ject of emancipation, and I now bespeak their 
attention for a few minutes. 

The one said ** slavery" and the other " anti- 
slavery" is the cause of this war. I say it is 
part of that everlasting war between Ormuzd 
and Ariman, between light and darkness, be- 
tween right and wrong ; it is that irrepressible 
conflict between free labor and slave labor. 
The South wanted to put down abolitionism 
with fire and sword, establishing and extend- 
ing a great empire of slave aristocracy. The 
North will now, and must in self-defence, put 
down slavery. It matters not whether the Presi- 
dent of the United States, much less whether 
you or I, have any such desire and intention or 
not ; it is the inevitable logic, the necessary 
consequence of events, stronger than the will 
of the President, the decrees of courts, or the 
acts of Congress. The people of this State 
have to take a stand on one side or the other. 
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To place onrseWet on the middk ground be« 
tween the contending parties ia to be destroyed 
by both fires. When they decided to stay in 
the Union, to fight with the North in this stmg- 
gle to maintain oar national existence, this 
qaestion was virtually decided. You had only 
to draft the deed and to acknowledge it You 
ought to have declared simply that we will 
dieerfiMy sacrifice the institution of slavery, 
whose value hiu already been deitroytd, by thit 
itbeUionj to our country, and the people would 
execute the deed i thus showing to the Soutk, 
as well as the North, on which side Missouri 
will forever stand. The great majority of the 
people are in favor of emancipation. Most of 
those even who were opposed to it^ a short 
time ago, acknowledge that we cannot avoid 
it even if we would ; that emancipation is an 
unavoidable necessity of this war. I might 
almost say, in the Lincolnian style, that '' as 
we cannot remove anti-slavery, we must re- 
move slavery." Still you hesitate. 

Much has been said about the right and power 
of this Conrentlon to pass an ordinance of 
emancipation, and whether it should be sub- 
mitted to the people for its ratification or re- 
jection. Many of you, and among these some 
learned jurists and judges, have argued that 
we have that right, and that even without the 
sanction of the people it would have full force. 
They urge, indeed, that we should not submit 
it to them. While I have no pretension to such 
learning, I am but expressing the uomistaken 
and unmistakable voice of the people in say- 
ing, that, if you should refuse to submit your 
action on this subject to the popular vote, you 
would exercise a doubtful, an unjust, and a 
very improper authority ; the more so, as you 
assume to exercise it twenty-eight months after 
you were elected, and elected on no such issue } 
after you have once declared to the people and 
to Congress that you do wot feel authorized to 
act at all on this subject | after a new Legisla- 
ture has come duly into existence, fresh from 
the people 1 With the same propriety you 
could perpetuate yourselves, and, if a majority 
of this body were in opposition to a majority 
of the Legislature, might nullify every act 
passed by that Legislature. And yet gentle- 
Bien undertake to say << we must take the re- 
sponsibility.'' And why? To avoid agitation. 

Now, gentlemen, the ** let alone >* poliey-4o 
mae a common but expresaive phrase^-the ** let 
alone ^ pc^icy is played out The very call of 
this Convention, for purposes which one year 
ago you decided to ** let alone'' by an over- 



wbelming minority, is but one of the many 
proofs of the fallacy of your system. An 
early decision by the people at the ballot-box 
is the only way to close agitation, is the only 
means to give any action of yours force and 
stability. But while many of you boldly as- 
sume that we have the unlimited right and 
power to pass an ordinance of emancipation, 
and care little about the consent of the sover- 
eign people, some of you have yet one serious 
objection, namely, that emancipation without 
compensation to loyal owners is unjust — some 
call it robbery. This objection is not without 
weight with me. I would favor any reason- 
able and practicable plan of compensation, 
and am opposed only to such plans as would 
have no prActieal results except to defeat any 
emancipation ordinance. Members of the com- 
mittee, and some other gentlemen here, are 
aware that I myself suggested a plan of com- 
pensation — that the various railroad companies 
should issue stock to the amount of aid received 
from the State, (over $20,000,000,) which stock 
might be used for the purpose of such compen- 
sation, without increasing the State debt, thus 
giving to the slave owners an interest in the 
one great institution (railroads) in exchange 
for the other (.slavery )— an exchange by which, 
in my opinion, all parties would gain. I soon 
found out, however, that all slave owners scorn 
such a compensation. On the other hand, I 
find, from the admission of loyal slaveholders 
themselves, that the value of slaves has been 
destroyed by the rebels ; and while they are 
chargeable with the loss, it is not for the loyal 
people, who did nothing to damage it, to com- 
pensate the owners for the same. If another 
throws down this tumbler (the glass of water) 
from this desk, breaking it to pieces, and I 
afterwards remove the worthless, injurious 
fragments, am I to pay you the damage? 
Moreover* it has not been proposed by any one 
that the alave owner should lose the right to 
the labor of his servant for some years. I 
voted, all the friends of speedy emancipation 
voted, for long terms of continued servitude^ 
depriving you only of the right to sell a human 
being, a right which you never had under the 
Constitution of the United States, as you con- 
tend I but, whether you have it or not, which 
you cannot exercise, as there is no market, and 
God grant never will be, for this traffic any 
more. 

It is further a fact, established by proof and 
experience, which cannot be denied, that the 
wealth and general protperity of the Stats 
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woald be bo much increased^ that it is not 
only proper that the interest of the IndiTidaal 
should give way to the interest of the whole, 
but that it must also benefit the former slave 
owner. He, the slave owner, is at the same 
time, almost without exception, also a land 
owner ; and it is admitted that the plmt vdUte 
of lands cultivated by free labor exceeds 
the capital represented by slaves. Tlie gen- 
tleman from Pike himself calculated that the 
difference in the increased value of personal 
property and real estate in Missouri, at the 
ratio of the last ten years here and in Illinois, 
would amount during ten years to come to 
$200,000,000) and, singularly enough, he is 
■till in favor of keeping Missouri ten years 
longer a slave State. 

Now, sir, as the abolishment of slavery in 
Missouri cannot be avoided, as you believe 
you have the right and power to do it, and as 
it would be to the great advantage of Missouri 
in general, while it would prove but a small 
loss to the slaveholder, the question seems to 
be now only whether slavery shall cease in 1876 
or in 1866. But even this is by no means, in 
reality, a question. Does any gentleman on this 
floor really believe that, in the present state of 
our national affairs, slavery can exist until 
1876, or even 1870? The gentleman from Liv- 
ingston (Mr. Woolfolk), pro-slavery man as 
he is, has well and honestly stated that every 
plan of emancipation in 1870, or any such 
prospective period, will only invite and offer a 
premium to the negroes to run away from their 
owners. 

Tou will admit, Mr. President, that slavery 
is rapidly disappearing, and no one will deny, 
I think, that it is now in fact, though not in 
law, a mere voluntary servitude. Such is the 
present. Now look to the future; look to 
history as it will be transmitted to your chil- 
dren and children's children. On the one hand, 
the humiliation, that we would not consent to 
free ourselves from the institntion of slavery 
until the slave freed himself ; that, worthless as 
the institution has become, we would not sacri- 
fice the peculiar institution to the maintenance 
of our Union, to the peace and safety of ^e 
State. On the other hand, the proud and g)o- 
rioua record, that this was the first State that, 
by the free and voluntary action of its own 
people, and without compensation, nobly sac- 
rificed and blotted out that peculiar institution. 
Which are you inclined to choose ? The ma- 
jority report of your Select Committee on 
Emancipation shows it| your vote on the 



amendment for 1864, and then on the amend- 
ment for 1866, shows it; your vote on the 
amendment for 1868 shows it — for even if I 
and twelve others, true friends of emancipa- 
tion, the Radicals, as you call them, had voted 
for it, it would still have failed ; but, above 
. all, your vote on submitting your ordinance to 
the people in November, 1863, shows it I 
think it is enough. Tou voted them all down ; 
let us go home. Do not deceive yourselves ; 
and do not believe you can settle this matter 
for the people. They do not want us. 

Mr. President, I desire to notice but one 
point more before I close. Some of the gentle- 
men, members of this Convention, have drawn 
so horrible a picture of the evils resulting from 
emancipating the negroes, and leaving them 
afterwards free among us, that they and their 
misguided hearers inevitably come to the con- 
clusion that emancipation without deportation 
would ruin this State. They tell us that the 
negroes would be but one great band of idlers 
and vagabonds, robbers, murderers, and thieves. 
If this be true, I ask these gentlemen, '<Are 
these the boasted blessings of Christianity, 
which you, the advocates of slavery, have ever 
and always claimed to have given to these poor 
Africans, in return for their freedom ? '' But 
it is not true, and you cannot help knowing it 
to be false. Look at Delaware -* I do not ask 
you to go for information to Jamaica, or the 
other West India Islands — look at Delaware, 
I say. The census of 1860, now before you 
on your tables, will show you that 19,829 free 
negroes live in that little State of our Union— a 
State not larger than three of our counties ; and 
yon pretend to say that Missouri, thirty-two 
times as large as Delaware, would be ruined 
by a comparatively small number of her negro 
population, if free I New Jersey has 25,318 
free negroes, on an area only one-eighth that 
of Missouri; and where is the murder, the 
rapine, and other crimes, committed by ihut 
class? Three cases of murder, and two of 
homicide, are all that occurred in New Jersey 
in 1860, against twenty-one cases of murder^ 
and twenty-six of homicide, during the same 
period in Missouri. I have no words for such 
slanders against poor human beings, so much 
sinned against. It is not enough that you hold 
them in bondage^ toys of your whim and yoor 
lust, but you must charge them with crimes 
they never committed and never dreamt oL I 
pray you have pity for yourselves, not for tlM 
negro. Slavery demoralizes, slavery fanati- 
cism blinds you ; it has arrayed brother againet 
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brother, sod against father | it has destroyed 
God'a DOblest work — a free and happy people. 

I am done, Mr. President, and I now renew 
the motion of the gentleman from Buchanan : 

Resolved, That the Convention now adjourn 
Hne die, 

Mr. HouoH. I moye to lay the gentlenoan's 
motion upon the table. 

[On the expression of a wish on the part of 
several membersi Mr. Hough withdrew his 
motion.] 

Mr. Broadhead. I want to know who is 
in favor of adjourning this Convention at the 
present stage of our proceedings. 

Mr. BBBOKiirRiDOB. I call for the ayes 
and noes. 

The motion was put to the TOte and lost, 
tiie following' members voting in the aflOrm- 
ative: 

Messrs. Baker, Bast^ Bonnifield. ^ushj, 
Deal, EitEen, Leeper, Lindenbower^ Mc- 
Clurg, Meyer, Morrow, Moss, Norton, Orr, 
Kay, Scott, Stewart, and Walker. 

)ir. IsBBLL. I move that we now acyourn 
till to-morrow, 9 o'clock. 

On being put to the Tote, the motion was 
lost. 

Mr. Bboadhbad. I desire, Mr. President, 
to o&r a substitute for the amendment that 
changes the time of emancipation from 1876 
to 1870,- so that the ordinanoe shall read aa 
follows : 

^^ Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are hereby ab- 
rogated. 

<^ Section 2. That slavery and involun- 
tary servitude, except for the punishment 
of crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy, and all slaves within the 
State at that day are hereby declared to 
be free; promdedy however, that all per- 
sons emancipated by this ordinance shall 
remain nnder the control and be subject to 
the authority of their owners as servants 
daring the following periods, to wit : Those 
OTer forty years of age, for and during 
their lives; those under twelve years of 
age^ until they arrive at the age of twenty- 
three years ; and those of all other ages, 
until the fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six. The persons, of 
their legal representatives^ who up to the 
26 



moment of emancipation were the owners 
of the slaves thereby freed, shall, during 
the period for which the services of such 
freed men are reserved to them, have the 
same authority and control over the said 
freed men that are now held absolutely by 
the master in respect of his slav6 ; provi' 
dedy howevery that after the said fourth 
day of July, eighteen hundred and seventy, 
no person so held to service shall be sold 
to a non-resident oi^ or removed from, the 
State of Missouri by the authority of his 
or her late owner, or their legal represent- 
atives.'^ 

Mr. HowBLL. Although I much prefer the 
amendment 1 had drawn up, and which I de- 
sired to present to the Convention for their 
action upon it, still, at the request of pmny 
gentlemen who concur with me as to the 
course this Convention ought to take, I with- 
draw it 

Mr. Sol. Smtth. I am willing to accept the 
substitute of my colleague (Mr. Broadhead). 
It is the same proposition as that before pre- 
sented, but perhaps in better language. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. I am not now going 
to explain to this Convention my reasons for 
voting for this proposition. I expect to explain 
that to my constituents (and, I hope, to their 
satisfaction) why I shall do it. It is not in all 
respects the most acceptable proposition to me 
that has been presented; but it is a matter that 
can only be settled by compromise, and is per- 
haps, under the circumstances, the best thing 
that can be done ; and I am unalterably op- 
posed to this Convention being a(]|joumed 
without doing something. 

Mr. Drakb. I do object, that so important 
and complicated a matter as that before the 
Convention should be passed upon by this 
Convention on the instant. I think that the 
proposiUon should be printed, so that we may 
distinctly know what it is. [No, no.] Gentle- 
men may understand the matter better than I 
do, but for my part I desire to act knowingly. 
[Question, question.] 

Mr. Allbk (in explanation of his vote). I 
came here for the purpose of voting for an or- 
dinance of emancipation, but there appears to 
be a great conflict of opinion among the mem- 
bers of this house, and if we adopt any system 
of emancipation at all, it will, I perceive, be 
done only on die principle of compromise. 
That emancipation is not to be adopted at an 
earlier period than is proposed, is no fitult of 
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mine ; bat if I cannot get all I desire, I am 
willing to take the next best thing. I shall, 
therefore, rote ajft, 

Mr. FosTBB (in explanation of his TOte). I 
am willing to rote for 1870; but I am against 
this scheme of apprenticeship, believing the 
whole system to be a complete hnmbog. I 
shall, therefore, rote for the proposition under 
protest; but I cast this rote with the distinct 
understanding, that, unless the whole thing be 
submitted to the people within a reasonable 
time, I shall ultimately Tbte against it. I rote 

Mr. HowBLL (in explanation of his rote). I 
simply desire to remark that I prefer no eman- 
cipation to any scheme presented ; but, sir, un- 
der the circumstances now pressing upon us, 
upon my constituents, and upon the IState, I 
yield jny objections, and believing that this is 
the best thing that is practicable to be obtained 
from this Convention under existing circum- 
stances, I vote ays. 

Mr. DaAKB. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The question being on the adoption of the 
substitute offered by Mr. Broadhead, the vote 
was as follows: 

Atxs — ^Messrs. Allen, Bass, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Broadhead, Bridge, Calhoun, Cay- 
oe, Comingo, Doniphan, Douglass, DuvaU, 
Flood, Foster, Gamble. Gantt, Gorin, Hall 
of R., Henderson, Holmes, How, Howell, 
Irwin, Isbell, Johnson, Ridd, Linton, Long, 
Marvin, MoCormack, McDowell, McFerran, 
McLean, Morrow, Moxley, Moss, Noell, Nor- 
ton, Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ritohev, Ross, Rowland, Sayre, Shackel- 
ford of U., Shackelford of St. L., Sheeley, 
Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, Waller, Wood- 
eon, and Woolfolk— 54. 

Nobs — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bast, 
Birch, Bonnifteld, Bush, Deal, Drake of 
M., Drake of St. L., Dunn, Eitsen, Fray- 
■er, Hitchcock, Hough, Jackson, Jamison, 
Leeper, Lindenbower, Matson, McClnn;, 
Meyer, Orr, Ray, Scott, Schofield, Shank- 
lin, Smith of L., Stewart, Walker, and Mr. 
President— 30. 

The substitute was therefore agreed to. 

Bfr. Woolfolk. I offer the following 
amendment by way of a new section, as fol- 
lows: 

'^ Section 6. That at the election for State 
officers, to be held on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November, A. D» 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, the sev- 
eral cleriLt of the County Courts, or in ease 
■aid clerks fail, then the judges of elee* 
tioiisy aball^ in preparing the poll booka for 



eleotion, enter thereon two oolnmna, one 
headed '^ For Emancipation,'' and the other 
'^ Against Emancipation ; '' and if the ma- 
jority of the legal votes given be for eman- 
cipation, then sections 1, 2, 3 und 4 of this 
ordinance shall take effect and be in full 
force; but if the majority of legal votes 
given be against emancipation, then sec- 
tions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this ordinance shall 
be null and void ; and when the result of 
the election shall be ascertained the Gov- 
ernor of this State shall by proclamation 
announce the same." 

A motion was here made to adjourn, which 
was lost. 

Mr. Houao. Will the gentleman from Liv- 
ingston aUow the withdrawal of his amend- 
ment for one moment, to permit me to ofier 
the following f 

" Before any slave shall be manumitted un- 
der this ordinance, the owner thereof shall be 
paid a reasonable compensation for snch slave, 
out of money to be collected for that pur- 
pose by taxes to be levied upon all taxable 
property except slaves; and it shall be the 
duty of the General Assembly to make provis- 
ion by law for giving effect to this ordinance." 

Mr. Woolfolk. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Mississippi that that may 
come in as an amendment after mine has 
been voted on. 

Mr. Dkakb. I offer the following substitute 
for the amendment of the gentleman from Liv- 
ingston : 

Amend by substituting the following : 
^^ Sec. 6. At the general election of Su- 
preme and Circuit Judges on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in. November 
next, the qualified voters of this State shaU 
vote by ballot upon the ratification of thia 
ordinance. Ballots shall hare written or 
printed on them the words '^For the Eman* 
oipation Ordinance,'^ or ''Against the 
Emancipation Ordinance.'^ The return of 
the vote so taken shall be made to the oiiee 
of the Secretary of State ; and on the first 
day of January next the same shall be osMt 
up in the presenoe of the Governor, wko 
shall by proclamation declare the result. 
If the majority of all the votes given in t«* 
laiion to emancipation be in favor of tUs 
^ordinance, it shall be considered as in foil 
force $ otherwise it shall be Toid.'' 
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The reason why I adopt the hallot in the 
proposed substitute is, that, hy the law passed 
at the last session of the LegisUture, voting 
throughout the State is to be by ballot; I, 
therefore, merely make its requirements con- 
form to the law in the case. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I more to strike out the 
words "the" and "ordinance/' so that it stitnd 
"For emancipation" and "Against emancipa- 
tion." I am anxious that the people should 
fiilly understand what it is they vote for and 
against. 

The Prbsidbnt. It is not now in order. 

Mr. Brbckimridob. I shall vote aife. If 
there is to be an election, I prefer 1868 to 1864 ; 
but on the final vote, I shall TOte against sub- 
mitting the matter to the people. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I shall vote for the sub- 
stitute, with the understanding that I shall 
ayail myself of an opportunity of getting in my 
amendment. 

Mr. Drake. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The question being on the substitute ofi*ered 
by Mr. Drake, the rote resulted as follows : 
ayes, 61 ; noes, 86. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I now ofibr my amend- 
ment, so that the ballots may read "For 
Emancipation" and " Against Emancipation." 
I want to know whether the people want eman- 
cipation or not ; and this can be best done by 
letting the naked question come before them. 

Mr. Drakb. We want to know if the people 
are for this ordinance or not. I call for the ayes 
and noes. 

The question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Smith, the result was— ayes, 27 ; noes, 56. 

The question being on the amendment of 
Mr. Drake, that gentleman called for the ayes 
and noes. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. I was in fitror of 
flobmitting this question to the people in 1864, 
Imt believing the wishes of the people would 
not be consulted in submitting It at this time, 
I Shan TOte against it 

Mr. D UMM. I deem it to be our duty to sub- 
mit any ordinance to the people for their rati- 
fication or rejection, inasmuch as we were not 
elected with reference to the quesUon of eman- 
cipation at all. I shall therefore vote for this 
amendment of the gentleman from St Louis 
(Mr. Drake). 

Ck>T. Oambls. My aetioa vpon this matter 
would be different if this question were to be 
•vbmitted to the people in a w^ in which tliey 
oould act upon it intdligently and consistently. 
I do not bdiere you oau frame an ordinance of 



six sections upon any subject of public interest 
that would not be voted down by persons who 
could be found to oppose one or other of the 
separate sections of the ordinance. If the gen- 
tleman will devise three schemes of emancipa- 
tion, and will require that there shall, first of 
all, be a vote upon the question of " Emancipa- 
tion" or "No Emancipation," and then that 
there shall be a vote upon the three schemes 
proposed, and that the scheme that has the 
highest vote shall be enforced, I would be per- 
fectly satisfied to submit the matter to the peo- 
ple in that form. But to submit the question, 
whether an ordinance of five or six sfH^tions 
shall become a oonstitutional law of this State, 
(I do not care how wise or politic its provisions 
may be,) would be sure to be defeated. I shall 
therefore vote no, 

Mr. LoKo. Under different circumstances 
I should be willing to submit this matter to the 
people; but under existing circumstances I 
think it would be a perfect fiurce. I shall there- 
fore vote no. 

Mr. RiTCHiB. Knowing that my constitu- 
ents desire this matter to be submitted to the 
people for their ratification or rejection, I shall 
vote aye, though in so doing I vote against the 
convictions of my own Judgment. 

Mr. Shbblbt. I am in favor of submitting 
this matter to the people ; but I have two ob- 
jections to the scheme under consideration : the 
first is that we cannot get the opinions of the 
whole people of Missouri; and secondly, I 
know that in the particular district I represent 
a fair vote of the people cannot be obtained. 
The recent elections show clearly that the 
people cannot vote. This being the case, I shall 
vote no, 

Mr. Sol. Smith. I am always willing to 
trust the people, and I always have been. I 
believe that a Urge migority are in favor of a 
reasonable emancipation ordinance; but as I see 
symptoms here that this is going to be made a 
subject of political agitation by ofllce seekers^ 
(I do not refer to anybody in this Convention,) 
and supposing that all pro-sUvery men and rad- 
ical emancipationists may vote against this or- 
dinance, if submitted to the people, I feel pret- 
ty certain that in the free of a will, on the part 
of honest emancipationists to adopt it, it may 
be defeated. I shaO, therefore, with the pres- 
ent lights before me, vote no, 

Mr. Woolpolk. I should have preferred 
the amendment I proposed, but if I am forced 
to the alternative of submitting it at the next 
election or not at all, I shall vote for the mat- 
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ter to be submitted to the people then. I vote 
aye, 

Mr. Drake's amendment was agreed to^ as 
follows : 

Ayes — Messrs. Baker^ Bartlett, Bast^ 
Bonnifield, Basfc^ Doniphan, Drake of St. 
L., Dunn^ Eilzen, Frayser, Poster, Gorin, 
Grayellj, Henderson, Hough, Isbell, Jack- 
son, Jamison, Johnson, Kidd, Leeper, Lin- 
denbower, Linton, Marvin, McClurg, Mc- 
Gormaok, McDowell, Meyer, Morrow, Noell, 
Norton, Orr, Rankin, Kitchey, Rowland, 
Scott, Schofield, Shanklin, Smith of Linn, 
Stewart,Vanbuskirk,Waller,Walker, Wool- 
folk, and Mr. President — 46. 

Noes — Messrs. Bass, Bogy, Breckinridge, 
Broadhead, Bridge, Galhoun, Gayce, Gom- 
ingo, Deal, Douglass, Duvall, Drake of 
Mon., Flood, Gamble, Gantt, Hall of Ran., 
Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Ir- 
win, Long, Matson, McFerran, McLean, 
Moxley, Moss, Phillips, Pomeroy, Prewitt, 
Ross, Sayre, Shackelford of H., Shackelford 
of St. Louis, Sheeley, Smith of St. Louis, 
and Woodson — 38. 

Mr. Hbndebson rose to a personal explana- 
tion and said : Mr. President, whilst speaking 
to-day, in reply to the attack of the gentleman 
from St. Louis (Mr. Drake) — ^and before I had 
time to examine the journals of the Legisla- 



ture — after stating that my vote on the resolu- 
tion deprecating the agitation of the slavery 
question in 1867| was such a vote as should 
have been given under the circumstances, I 
said that, according to my recollection, the res- 
olution was prompted by a direct proposition 
looking to prospective emancipation of slaves 
by the Legislature, made by Mr. Brown. 

On examining the records, I find that I did 
Mr. Brown iigustice. It seems that the chief 
discussion on the subject of slavery during 
that winter sprung up in joint session for the 
election of Bank Directors, the immediate 
cause being the nomination of Mr. Palm of St 
Louis. The discussion on this subject, it seems, 
provoked or induced the introduction into the 
Senate of the resolution referred to by Mr. 
Drake. When it came into the House of Rep- 
resentatives, Mr. Brown moved its rejection, 
and upon that motion made an able speech in 
favor of emancipation. It is but just to him to 
say that he denounced the agitation of the sla- 
very question before the Legislature as without 
practical good. 

Mr. Hall of R. I move that the Conven- 
tion do now acyoum till Tuesday, 9 o'clock. 

Carried. 



POUBTBBNTH DAY. 



• Jefferson Citt, 
Tuesday, June 80, 1868. 

Convention met at 9 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by tHe Chaplain. 

The journal of Monday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Welch. I beg leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Mesolved, That the Committee on Print- 
ing contract with George ELnapp & Co., of 
the city of St. Loais, for the printing of 
fire thousand copies of the debates and 
proceedings of the present session of the 
Convention, at rates not exceeding those 
heretofore agreed upon between the Con- 
Tention and George Knapp & Co. at the 
iirst session of Uus ConTention. 



Resolveda That the account of George 
Knapp & Co., for printing five thousand 
copies of the proceedings and debates of 
this Convention, be audited by said com- 
mittee, and that the same be considered as 
printing for the Convention, the payment 
for which is provided for out of the funds 
appropriated by the Convention for the 
contingent expenses of this Convention. 

Resolved^ That said printed Proceedings 
be distributed in the same manner as ^was 
provided for the distribution of the Pro- 
ceedings of the first session. 

The resolutions were put to the rote and 
carried. 

Mr. V^HBUsxntK. I beg to offer the foUoir- 
ing resolution: 

" RuUvtd, That the Chaplain of this Om- 
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Tention be allowed by the Committee of Ao- 
couits fiye dollars per diem for his services, 
and that the two Pages be allowed two dollars 
and fifty cents each per diem for their seryi- 
ces." 

The resolution was put to .the rote and 
carried. 

Mr. Allsn. I beg to introduce the foU 
lowing : 

" Resoivedf That this Convention adjourn to- 
morrow morning, at 9 o'clock, sine die." 

Mr. Sayrb. I think it would be unwise to 
tie our hands, or in any other way limit our- 
selves, whereby we may prevented doing the 
great work for which we have come here. I 
am as anxious as the gentleman to return 
home, but I would make haste slowly ; besides 
I think it would be exceedingly unwise to 
promise to adjourn, not knowing what business 
there is to come before the Convention. 

Mr. Howell. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion ; nothing can be gained 
by it, and much may be perilled. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. ScHOFiELD. Mr. President, I beg to 
ofTer an ordinance to protect the purity of the 
ballotbox, by repealing the 6th section of the 
ordinance adopted by this Convention on the 
10th June, 1862, entitled "An ordinance defin- 
ing the qualifications of voters and civil officers 
in this State." I oflTer this ordinance to pre- 
Teot the Legislature f^om repealing the ordi- 
nance qualifying the voters who are to be al- 
lowed to elect the officers of this State hereaf- 
ter. The time may come when it will be safe 
to repeal that ordinance, but I do not think 
that time has yet come. Rather we need great- 
er restrictions in order to keep safe the foun- 
tain of power that puts men in office to execute 
the laws of the country. When a man votes, 
I want to be assured that he is in favor of his 
country ; and more especially when a man is 
elected to office, 1 want to know that he is true 
to the country and the people he represents. 
I present this ordinance because it is the de- 
mand of my constituents ; I mean of that class 
of men who are the friends of our country, not 
those who give their aid and influence to rob 
and ipjure true and loyal men. The former 
are the men I wish to protect, and this is the 
class of men that it is the duty of this Conven- 
tion to protect ; and I cannot but think that 
fhe interests of the State now and hereafter 
require that this ordinance should be passed. 
That men who are opposed to this Government 
should not have the right to rote, is, in my 



estimation, a truism, and needs no proof. Men 
who aid and abet this rebellion, whether by 
public or private action, by writing or speak- 
ing, by staying at home or riding over the 
country inducing young men to join the rebel 
army, should have no Toice in wielding the 
destinies of this country. I do not belicTe that 
the safety of the country, or of this State, or 
the principles of civil liberty, should be com- 
mitted to their keeping, for it would not be safe 
in the hands of such persons. Therefore it is 
I offer this ordinance, and hope it will become 
the law for the direction of those who have 
control of tlie polls, and for the qualification of 
those who are permitted to elect the officers of 
State. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I would ask the gentleman 
vfhether his object could not be obtained by 
limiting the power of the Legislature to repeal 
or alter that provision to a time which will 
cover the danger he apprehends ; and whether 
he intends that this constitutional provision, as 
it now stands, shall remain without being sub- 
ject to repeal even though it should reach a 
time when peace is restored. 

Mr. ScHOFiBLD. One object of the ordi- 
nance, provided for specially in section second, 
makes a standard by which we shall know 
whether men are qualified voters or not, and 
does not leave the thousand and one in every 
county at liberty to dictate and say whether a 
man shall have the right to vote or not 

Mr. Smith of Linn. I would call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman to the 18th section of the 
first article of the Constitution. I think his 
entire object is covered by a law that has lieen 
upon the statute book since the State was first 
organized. 

Mr. CoMiMoo. I move that the ordinance 
be passed over informally for the present. 

Mr. Dbakb. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The result of the rote was — ayes, 42; 
noes, 89. 

Further consideration of the ordinance was 
therefore postponed for the present. 

THK CASK OF GOV. STEWART. 

Mr. MoCluro offered the following : 
''Whereas a distinguished member of 
this Conventiony the Hon. Robert M. Stew- 
artj was, during the night of the 28th inst*^ 
confined in the military prison in Jefferson 
Oity ; and whereas rumors are in circula- 
tion that said Stewart was arrested and 
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taken from this Hall during the morning 
session of the 29th inst* ; therefore, 

^^Resolvedy That a Committee of three be 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to ascer- 
tain the facts in the premises and report 
the same to this Convention, together with 
such resolutions as may be deemed prop- 
er.*^ 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. While I am will- 
. log to vote for the adoption of that resolu- 
tion, I do not wish by so doing that it should 
be taken as an expression of the opinion that 
the arrest of the gentleman' was a question of 
doubtful propriety. Every member here knows 
that the condition of that gentleman has been 
such that be should not have been here at all, 
and his conduct has been a cause of constant 
annoyance and disgrace to this body. But I 
am quite willing that the investigation should 
take place, so that the public may know what 
is already known to every individual here. 

Mr. Stewart. The remarks of the gentle- 
man from Randolph satisfy me that he ought 
never to have been a member of this body. For 
the last eighteen years I have been habitually 
subject to the criticisms of just such gentle- 
men as that, although all the time I have held 
the highest positions in the State. My record 
is written in broad letters upon the history of 
the State. I have been burned in effigy for 
opposing jobbing schemes of railroads and 
canals, and 1 have been eternally met with the 
opposition of ihat class of men who assume to 
themselves, par excellence, to be guides and 
models. 

I have no objection, Mr. President, to this 
matter being referred to a committee, though I 
had nothing to do in getting it up ; but I hope 
it will be referred to gentlemen who have no 
personal feeling in the matter. I should not 
have said one word upon this subject, Mr. 
President, had it not been for the remarks of 
the gentleman Trom Randolph, whose opinions 
I disregard and whose sentiments I disavow ; 
because if there is anybody here whose opin- 
ions have been in every way objectionable to 
the Convention, I think they are those of the 
gentleman from Randolph. 

Mr. Hendkrson. I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from Camden to the 
language used in the preamble to the resolu- 
tion. There is a statement to the effect that 
rumors are in circulation that said Stewart was 
arrested and taken from this hall on the morn- 
ing of the 29th. Now, I am perfectly willing 



to vote for an investigation, but I do not desire 
in giving that vote fo state as a fact that whicli 
I have never heard of befbre. I understood ha 
had been arrested on the evening of the 28th, 
for bad conduct on the streets of Jefferson 
City, but I never before heard that he had been 
arrested in this hall. Under the circumstances 
I cannot, therefore, vote for the proposition. 
Perhaps the gentleman from Camden will state 
the facts of the case. 

Mr. McCluro. The facts of the case are 
that a non-commissioned officer came into thii 
hall, about 11 o'clock yesterday morning, and 
after conversing with Mr. Stewart, he made 
his object known, and Mr. Stewart was taken 
a second time, and was placed in a military 
guard-bouse, and there I found him, having 
first obtained an order from Gen. Brown. 
There is no doubt that Mr. Stewart went from 
this hall with the officer. 

Mr. Bush. I understood the same thingy 
haVin(j hBaiU It from various sources. 

Mr. McCluro. It is for the purpose of 
ascertaining the real facts of the case that I 
wish for this investigation. 

Mr. Hall. I would suggest an addition to 
the resolution. It appears to me that this 
course has been taken to influence the action 
of this Convention upon some question that 
may come before it Now, this is not the first 
time that Ex- Gov. Stewart has been arrested* 
He was arrested by the military authorities in 
St. Louis, at a previous session of this Con« 
vention ; and as his uniform conduct since he 
has been a member of this Convention has 
been such as to lead to a repetition of this sr- 
rest, would it not be well to inquire why he 
was arrested in St. Louis ? 

Mr. Drake. I will state, Mr. President, 
in reference to a matter referred to by the gen- 
tleman from Randolph, to wit, that the arrest 
of Mr. Stewart might be with the object of in- 
terfering with the action of this Convention, 
that while I sat in my seat yesterday I received 
an unofficial communication from Gen. Brown, 
stating that for certain reasons Gov. Stewart 
bad been placed under arrest, but that when* 
ever I would let Gen. Brown know that Gov. 
Stewart's presence in the Convention vma 
needed, he would immediately release hinu 
Within an hour, probably, after that letter 
came to me from Gen. Brown, the gentleman 
from Camden called upon me in regard to the 
matter of Gov. Stewart's arrest ; and the result 
of the conversation between him and myself 
was that I went to Gen. Brown, who was sit- 
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tlDg then in this hall, and reqnetted him to 
tend an order for the rtleate of Mr. Sttwart, 
whice he instantly wrote, and which I banded 
to the gentleman from Camden, who went and 
proeur^ his release and brought him back. 
I desire to say thus much in justice to Gen. 
Brown and the military authorities, who 
showed their readiness to release Gov. Stewart 
whenever called upon by a member of this 
Convention. I, therefore, think the military 
authorities had no idea or purpose of inter- 
fering in any way with Gov. Stewart's duty 
or vote in this Convention. 

Mr. Bbbcjcihridob. Gen. Brown casually 
mentioned to me yesterday morning, before 
the Convention met, that, for reasons In no 
way connected with the action of this body, 
he had thought proper to have the arrest made. 
He also said that, if for any reason it were de- 
sirable Mr. Stewart should be here to vote, he 
would be glad to be informed of it, and Mr. 
Stewart should instantly be allowed to come. 
This was before the body met in the morning. 
Sub84>quently, he told me there might be some 
misappr^ension about the matter, and fear- 
ing that Mr. Stewart might be needed, as a 
member, to vote, and, as a matter of precau- 
tion, he had written the note lo my colleague, 
Mr. Drake. I saw Mr. Stewart in his place 
soon after we met. I was not conscious that 
he was out of the Convention at all j he could 
have been absent but a little while ; but, hav. 
ing been arrested, and coming away without 
authority, be was merely required to return. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. McClurg, 
Smith of Linn, and Bogy, a Committee of In- 
vestigation. 

THB ABSENCK OF MR. J. T. REDD. 

Mr. RiTCHiB, from the committee having 
under consideration the ease of John T. Redd, 
Blade the following report x 

^ Mr. President, your committee, to whom 
was referred the charges of continued absence 
from this body of A. G. Harbin and others, 
beg leave to report that the case of John T. 
Redd, a member of the 4th Senatorial District, 
has been presented and duly considered. Your 
committee find that the said J. T. Redd lias 
failed to attend any session of this body, ex- 
cept the first ) and therefore your committee 
present the following resolution, and respect- 
fully recommend its adoption : 

^^JUsohedy That the seat of the Hon. John 
T. Redd, a member of this body from the 



Fourth Senatorial Distriot, be and the samo 
is hereby declared vacant.^' 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. I would inquire 
of the chairman of the committee if he was 
apprised of the fact that Mr. J. T. Redd is 
under bonds not to leave Marion county ; that 
Uie Provost Marshal of that county put him 
under bonds 9 

Mr. Ritchie. It was understood that Ifr. 
Redd was under arrest the two last sestions) 
but previtfnis to that he was at liberty to at^ 
tend here, had he so desired; and, judging 
from the position he occupied at the first ses- 
sion of this Convention, and his absence from 
one or two sessions afterwards that he might 
have attended, the committee thought it best to 
adopt that resolution. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. When we act 
upon a matter of this sort, it is a simple ques- 
tion of justice and right. I have no sympa- 
thies with Mr. Redd, and never had j but 
when I undertake to pass censure upon an in- 
dividual —such as is necessarily passed by our 
action in this case— I want to feel that I am 
justified in the course I take. I am unwilling 
to run the risk of doing injustice to any man. 
Mr. Howell. Judge Redd is my colleague, 
and as this report is predicated upon the ground 
of his continued absence from this Convention 
since the first session, I desire to mske a state- 
ment of the facts on that point. Judge Redd 
attended the first session of this Convention* 
A few days preceding the second session of 
this Convention, in passing through St. Louis, 
I ascertained that he was at his hotel sick. I 
called upon him, and we had a conversation in 
reference to his intention of attending or not 
attending the approaching session of the Con- 
vention. He said he had been summoned to 
St. Louis as a witness in the U. S. Court, and 
that as soon as he was freed from his attend- 
ance on that court, it was his intention to pro- 
ceed to Jefierson City, to respond to the call 
that had been made upon the members. He 
was at that time sick and in bed. He told me 
be would be up, if possible, the next day. 
Two or three days afterwards, I received a 
letter from Judge Redd, informing me that his 
illness still continued | that he had a peculiar 
disease that his family physician had been 
treating, and understood better than any one 
else, and he deemed it better for his own safety 
and welfare that he should return home | but 
if he recovered, as he hoped to do, in a few 
daya, he would immediately come to Jeffersoa 
City and take his seat in the Convention. 1 
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QDderstood he wai confined to his house for 
some time afterward, and was unable to attend 
the Convention. Why he did not attend the 
third session of the Convention, I am not in- 
formed. I wrote to him upon the subject, 
prior to the third session, but received no re- 
sponse; and am, therefore, wholly uninformed 
why he was not present at the third and fourth 
sessions. On my trip here to attend the present 
session, I called on him, and had a conversa- 
tion as to his intention of attending the present 
session, and he told me he was prohibited by 
the military bond, which confined him to the 
limits of Marion county ; and further, that he 
had heretofore applied to the Post Commander 
there, and, I think, to the authorities at St. 
Louis — but of that I am not certain — for an 
enlargement of his limits, that he might at- 
tend the courts in the adjacent counties, being 
a lawyer, but that there had been difficulties 
interposed, and the extension of his limits had 
not been granted, and that he was still restrict- 
ed to Marion county ; and that, therefore, he 
could not go beyond the county to practise his 
profession, much less to attend this Convention. 
In view of these facts, I do not thinlc the reso- 
lution should be adopted, based as it is upon 
the ground of his failure to attend the sessions 
of this Convention. In the first place, he was 
prevented from attending by an act of God; and, 
in the second place, by the authority of the 
Federal Government 

Mr. Gantt. Where was he in the session 
of »61? 

Mr. Ho WILL. I have no information on 
that point. 

MEiioaiAL rmoM pbttib county. 

Mr. Phillips. I beg leave to present a 
memorial from the citizens of my county, ex- 
pressive of their confidence in Gov. Gamble, 
and asking the Convention to continue his Ex- 
cellency in office. 

The memorial was read by the Clerk. 

OH BMANCIPATIOlf. 

The hour had now arrived for taking up the 
•pecial order of the morning. 

Mr. HfiirDSBsoN. I rise to move a recon- 
sideration of the vot^ of^yesterday, agreeing 
to the substitute of Mr. Drake for the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Livingston. 

I can add little to what was said by gentle- 
men on this floor, and by myself, as to the im- 
propriety of submitting this proposition to 
the people as early as November next. Now, 
why, I aak, cannot this Convention submit 



three plans to tbe people ? First, let os ascer- 
tain if the people are for the abstract principle 
of emancipation ; then let us determine upon 
three schemes of emancipation, and the one 
obtaining the highest vote shall become tbe 
law. If, on the contrary, you submit but one 
plan, you may have a repetition of what you 
had upon this floor yesterday, when the mem* 
her from St. Louis (Mr. Drake) and the mem- 
ber from Greene (Mr. Orr) alike voted against 
emancipation. To submit any one plan to the 
people in this way, and we find the warmest 
friends of emancipation, and those who are 
not friends at all, unite and vote it down. This 
Convention has met for the purpose of allay- 
ing the excitement on the subject throughout 
this State, and for the purpose of doing some- 
thing which, if it shall not meet with absolute 
concurrence, shall yet be acquiesced in by the 
people of the State of MissourL The ordi- 
nance of emancipation which has been framed, 
and which may, I think, meet with a favorable 
vote from this Convention, does not meet with 
my entire consent ; I would rather have some- 
thing else, but I submit. If I am to vote 
against everything that does not exactly suit 
my views, we shall never emancipate the 
slaves of Missouri, I am sure. Gentlemen 
should not arrogate to themselves all tbe wis- 
dom vouchsafed to mortals upon this subject. 
We must concede something to others ; and I 
am satisfied if this ordinance goes before the 
people of Missouri, those who are opposed to 
emancipation and those who are in favor, but 
who cannot acquiesce in all the provisions, 
will unite, and the desirable end sought for 
will be defeated. I cannot, therefore, see 
what we gain by submitting this matter to the 
people, save that which we are anxious to 
avoid — namely, the strife and disquiet through- 
out the State, incidental to the agitation upon 
this question. Besides, are we in a position to 
act with precipitancy just at tbe present 
time ? We have not before seen Harrisburg in 
danger, and Lee's army marching for Balti- 
more, and the enemies of the country march- 
ing into tbe heart of the Northern States. We 
have not heretofore thought it necessary for 
Pittsburg to fortify. Heretofore that city has 
laugh«>d danger to scorn. We do not know, 
Mr. President, what the times may bring forth. 
A short time ago we thought we should be 
able to march upon Richmond and take it} 
now we find such a project abandoned in 
despair. These facts ought not to be ander^ 
rated. Suppose, Mr. President, that Harris- 
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hnrg aod Baltimore shall fall, why, sir, woald 
Bot Washington City he In danger? Is it not 
almost inevitable if Baltimore falls that Lee's 
army will take pos8es.<ion of Washington? and 
what consternation that event would create in 
Missouri ! If disasters of this kind are in 
■tore for us, and we should insist upon a vote 
on emancipation this fall, is it not likely that 
it would produce an uprising in Missouri, and 
that another invasion of the State would be at* 
tempted ? We should be thrown back upon the 
events of '61. We are told that guerrillas and 
bushwhackers are rising all over the State of 
Missouri. It is the season when they can op- 
erate ; and who knows but that within sixty 
days we may be in such danger as we have 
not been since 1861? Let us not psoceed 
blindly in so vital a matter. 

Take another view of this subject. If we 
have the power to pass this ordinance by the 
law, it takes effect when we pass it. What 
Talidity, then, will the Tote of the people give 
it ? I hold, as a matter of strict law and legal 
right, that the moment we pass an ordinance 
it is a part of the Constitution ; and no rote of 
the people can add to its validity or take away 
firom it. We shall therefore gain nothing but 
strife by submitting it to the people, as proposed. 
Gentlemen of the Convention should take the 
responsibility of making this ordinance a law 
of the land. Those who are favorable and 
those who are opposed to it will gain nothing 
by taking this election before the people. 
When 1 think of the elements of discord al- 
ready existing in the State, and which, by the 
action of this body, might culminate in violence 
and bloodshed ; when those who are opposed 
to emancipation and the war and those who 
uphold both would be likely to bring to the 
polls strife and discord, and men would come 
from the woods in order to add to tbe confu- 
aion — I ask myself what is to be gained by in- 
curring this risk ? Will it really decide this 
question 1 Certainly it will not. The slave- 
bolder will vote against the ordinance because 
it gives him one more opportunity of perpetu- 
ating his right to slare property, while the 
immediate emancipationist will vote against it 
as being too gradual. This Convention will 
most likely adjourn without date. The Legis- 
lature does not meet till after the time it is 
proposed to submit this matter to the people. 
Should events occur to necessitate the post- 
ponement of tbe election, you would not have 
the power to do it You might see the nedea- 
nty of stopping the impending strife, but there 



is no power to do it, as we did in 1861. We 
did it then by meeting and postponing the elee- 
tion ; and everybody who desired the peace of 
the State said we did right But there will be 
no such power in our hands next iiall. 

I feel a deep interest in this matter. I am 
satisfied that the coarse on which gentlemen 
have set their minds might possibly be attended 
with woes innumerable to the people of this 
State. I have, in common with many gentle- 
men here, made up my mind in favor of eman- 
cipation, imd emancipation will come; and if 
this controversy is to be continued, emancipa- 
tion will come long before it is terminated. It 
matters little what sort of emancipation is de- 
termined upon, when you haye already decided 
that this is to be a Free instead of a Slave State. 
It matters little whether you say 1876 or 1890 ; 
it is all the same. Directly you put upon the 
statute book that the sUves are to be free, they 
will gradually disappear from the State, as did 
the Indians before them ; and in a few years 
there will be none but free negroes here. Then 
why quarrel over the exact time of emancipa- 
tion, and the precise terms in which the mattw 
is to be consummated 1 Let the fact onoe find 
a place in the statute book, and slaves will 
disappear, because slarery will cease to be 
profitable ; and a tide of immigration will flow 
over the hills and valleys of Missouri, to he^ 
in developing the inexhaustible wealth of our 
favored State. Slavery never can and never 
does exist in a thickly populated country. It 
was only because we had few or no laborers, ia 
the early days of the English and Dutch set- 
tlements, that this system was felt to be a 
necessity. I say, therefore, once decree that 
slavery is to cease by the Uw of the land, and 
you at once invite peace and repose to our dis- 
tracted State. Peace and quietness is what 
the people demand. They ask it at your hands, 
gentlemen ; and they care little what you do 
here, provided this slavery question is onoe 
and forever settled. For these reasons, gentle- 
men, I ask that the vote of yesterday be recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. BiBOH. I think, Mr. President, the gen- 
tlemen of the Convention with whom I act 
would have no caua^ of complaint if the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Livingston were 
adopted, to submit the action of the Convention 
to the people in November, 1864. I am cer- 
tainly satisfied that if we submit it to the people 
before that time a full, free and fair expression 
of the people's will cannot iie obtained ; but I 
think by the later date we shall have reached 
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a state of thtngt tiiat pro-aUrerj men will be 
willing to abide by the decision of the people 
made at that time. It appears to me, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that the whole argument on the other 
side proceeds on the assumption that there is 
but one party in this State to appease. I deny 
the assumption, or that our present difficulties 
can be settled on any other tlieory than that 
any man who has a right to vote shall exercise 
it My judgment is, that the theory of every 
Union man on this floor is to waive this ques* 
Hon, and put its settlement back till we have 
t^eace, and then to settle it by a vote of all the 
qualified voters of the State. Let us cooperate 
to ignore this slavery question for the present; 
and when we have a restored peace, whether 
by a peaceful separation or a restoration of the 
Union, then let this question be decided by a 
Tote of a minority of its people. 

I will read, Mr. President, the 10th section 
of the ordinance under which we are assembled : 

"No act, ordinance, or resolution of said 
Convention shall be deemed to be valid, to 
change or dissolve the political relations of this 
State to the Government of the United SUtes 
or any other State, until the nugori^ of quail* 
fled voters of the State voting upon the question 
shall ratify the same.'' 

Now, whether the legal point I made the 
other day bo taken or not is immaterial. A 
large migority of the people of the State, includ- 
ing some excellent lawyers I know, entertain 
the opinion that we are as much incapacitated 
from passing an act of emancipation, or chang- 
ing the political relations of this State to the 
United States, or to Kentucky, or to any other 
•lave State, and making it a free State, as we 
are prohibited from passing an ordinance of 
secession, without submitting it to the people. 

Mr. Hkitdbrson. Does not the argument 
of the gentleman fh>m Clinton lead him to this 
position : that the people of the State in ordi- 
nary times could not change their Constitution 
ppon the subject of slavery without getting the 
permission of the General Government? 

Mr. BiBca. We could were it not for that 
prohibition in the organic act We can do any- 
thing we please, except to dissolve or change 
the relations of this State to the United States. 

Mr. Hbrdbbboit. What reUtions do we 
change t 

Mr. BtROH. Those relations of the State 
that guarantee protection to slave property to 
those which guarantee none. It Is the attempt 
to change that relation l^ial brings us into this 
hallto-daj. 



I should, Mr. President, be unwilling to suV 
mit this question to ^e people in the &11 of this 
year, if the existing state of things continued. 
I would prefer to leave it till tiie flrst eVsctioa 
after the restoration of peace— widi a restored 
Union, if that be possible. If that be impossi- 
ble, then at the restoration of peace, when we 
can go to the polls; and when slavery and 
anti-slavery men can together go to the polls, 
and fkirly decide this great question. At pres- 
ent we have no people, in the proper sense of 
the term, to whom to submit the question ; and 
therefore there coifld be no satisfiustory settle- 
ment of it 

Mr. Dbakb. Mr. President, some remarks 
have fallen from both of the gentlemen who 
have addressed the Conveatlon that demand a 
reply. A special appeal has been made to 
those in this Convention who are in favor of 
an earlier period of emancipation than that 
which the Committee on Emancipation fixed 
upon. When I came into this assembly it was 
without any pledge to abide by the action of 
this Convention. I came into this body with 
a perfect knowledge that its members were 
not elected with reference to this issue, as my 
colleague (Mr. Breckinridge) admitted yes« 
teriiay, so far as his election was concerned. 
I came here with the knowledge that there 
were only eleven members of this Convention 
that were elected with reference to the ques- 
tion of emancipation. None will deny thai 
when the election for the Convention took 
place in February, 1861, not one whisper was 
beard throughout the State on the subject of 
emancipation. I do not deny the legal power 
of this Convention to act upon this subject 
because they were not elected with special 
reference to it What I ask is, that they will 
take into consideration, in deciding whether 
their action shall be submitted to the people 
or not, that they were not elected with refer- 
ence to any such matter. Had the election of 
the members of this Convention been held 
when the new members were elected in May, 
with express reference to this issue, I would 
say it would be needless to go before the peo- 
ple and a^k them to vote upon it But all ex- 
cept eleven were elected with no reference to 
this question, and it is to obtain peace and 
quiet that I deem it necessary that this ordi- 
nance should be submitted to the people at the 
earliest possible moment. Gentlemen say we 
want quiet and repose | but 3rou will only get 
it in one of two ways— by adopting emancipa- 
tion in a way that riiall leave no doubt «poi 
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(Se mfnds of the people of ttiis State that it 
will take full and absolate effSect, without any 
possible hindrance or question ; or else by sub- 
mitting your action to the people. Gentlemen 
talk about excitement and strife. Who, I ask, 
is it that makes strife ? I ask the Convention 
to adopt a period that will shut down upon 
excitement and strife ; to adopt a period which 
every man in the State, anti*slavery, immedfate 
emancipationist, and every grade of emanci- 
pationist, would consider as settling the matter 
for all time to come. That is what we propose 
to do. And I shall consider it an outrage upon 
the people of (he State of Missouri, if this body, 
elected twenty-eight months ago, and, consti- 
tuted as it is, should defer emancipation till 
1870, thereby leaving it open to legislative re- 
peal, and say that thMr constituents shall have 
DO voice in the matter. In this I speak my 
own sentiments in plain terms and the senti- 
ments of my constituents. Peace and repose, 
under these circumstances ? Why, sir, it would 
be as impossible as to extract fire from ice. 
Peace and repose ? Do you hope to manacle 
the people of Missouri, and hold them to obey 
your will ? If you attempt that, it will be but 
the beginning of a new era of agitation and 
strife throughout the State. It is you who thus 
incite the people of Missouri to uneasiness and 
itrlfe. I want their voice now to be heard ; if 
it is against me, I bow in humble submission ; 
if it is for me, I thank Ood for it. 

We are told that we cannot get (he voice of 
the people ; that the people are not in a con- 
dition to vote. The gentleman from Clinton 
(Mr. Birch) gives us to understand that when 
the rebellion is over, and the test oath ordinance 
is repealed, and every rebel, bushwhacker and 
guerrilla in this State is restored to the elective 
franchise, with his hands red with the blood of 
his fellow-citizens, that then, and under those 
circumstances, will be the time to submit this 
ordinance fo a vote of the people. I take issue 
with the gentleman on that. We stand at op- 
posite ^nds of the line, and I tell the gentleman, 
ftat, so far as any action and influence of mine 
are concerned, God helping me, these murder- 
ers and thieves shall never vote in this State 
again, if I can>help it. Now, now is the time 
for settling the question by the people, so that 
the prints of the bloody hands that have brought 
fueh dire disasters upon ovr State may never 
be seen in any way fashioning the future 
destinies of Missouri. We are told by gentle- 
Ben that the people cannot vote this fall } that 
there is bo chanee of gating a foU and fair 



expression of the people's will, especially it 
any reverses should happen to our armies. 
Why, sir, was there ever a time when the valor 
and discipline of our armies were greater than 
now?— and is not the army attempting the in* 
vasioti of Pennsylvania arousmg all the North- 
ern States to employ all their energies to drive 
the invader back ? The gentleman from Pike, 
and the gentleman from Randolph, the other 
day, seemed to come to the Convention, after 
a night of horrid dreams, in which all possible 
and impossible reverses had happened to our 
armies — when Pennsylvania was overrun, BaU 
timore captured, and the Capital of the nation 
in the hands of the rebels ; and, in addition to 
this, Missouri was to be invaded, and a gene- 
ral rising of rebels to take place 1 Phantoms, 
mere phantoms of a diseased imagination 1 
The gentlemen do not seem to realize that 
there is a power in the American people, 
roused, as they are, under these circumstances, 
that will sweep that invading army from the 
free States, and, probably, scatter it beyond 
all possibility of reassembling. But, sir, where 
is this invasion of Missouri to come from ? Is 
it to come from the South ? If Price, with his 
little army, were to come into Missouri, are we 
not in a condition to defend ourselves sgainst 
any force he could bring ? Where are the fifty 
thousand enrolled militia, and the nine or tea 
regiments of the State militia? Gentlemen on 
this floor appeared scared, frightened out of 
their wits, and out of all propriety, by eonjo* 
rations out of their own Inrains j and it is for 
this that this ordinance of emancipation is to 
be fastened upon the people of Missouri, with* 
out their being allowed to express themselves 
upon it Sir, if this State is in a con4itioci to 
dread anything of that kind, I want to know 
where are the United States troops that have 
been here | where are they? They were suffi- 
cient in themselves to protect as against inva* 
sion ; but it was urged thai our militia were 
sufficient to protect us from local uprisings, 
without United States troops. What has he- 
come of them ? 

Mr. Hbndebsoh. Does not the gentleman 
know that they were sent to Yicksburgj by 
order of the Crovernment, to assist Grant? 

Mr. DsAKB. I am not aware of that i but 
I do know that it has been for months published 
in all the papers that the Government of this 
State has been making a persistent effort to 
get the United (States troops out of this State, 
on the ground that the militia were amply able 
to proteet it. Now, if the gentleman's fears 
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of invasion are each u he expresies^ it is be- 
cause the militia are not able to protect the 
State ; and if fhia is really the case, why were 
the troops sent away that would have been 
able to protect it? 

Mr. Hbndersoh. Is it no protection to us 
if Vicksburg falls? 

Mr. Drake. Certainly it is. But the gen- 
tleman has been conjuring up an invasion by 
Price, as one reason why the people of this 
State could not vote intelligently on this ques- 
tion of emancipation. Now, I wish to know 
why an invasion of this kind would produce 
that effect, and if it would not be confined to 
a very few men ? 

Mr. HENDERSoif. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man from St. Louis, if we should be beaten in 
Maryland, and the Capital should fall, if rebel 
forces enough could not be sent to Vicksburg 
to raise the siege and relieve the garrison ; and, 
in that event, if Missouri would not be likely 
again to be invaded ? 

Mr. Drake. I can answer the gentleman : 
when the skies fall the larks will be caught. 
The gentleman is talking of things of which I 
do not admit the possibility. Even if it should 
be as he states, how long would it take the 
rebels to get their reinforcements to Vicks- 
burg ? Grant says he could take Vicksburg 
in an hour, but with a heavy loss of life. 
Even conceding the gentleman's suppositions 
possible, aud that Baltimore and Washirgton 
should fall, it would take three or four weeks 
to change the aspect of affairs in the South ma- 
terially. The only object I can perceive in 
conjuring up these phantasies is to frighten 
members into a refusal to submit this question 
to the people this falL It is an appeal to their 
cowardice. 

Reference has been made to the present 
Legislature's refusing, at its last session, to 
call another Convention. Why did they do 
it ? Every means was brought to bear upon 
them to induce them not to call a new Conven- 
tion, by bringing up before them the ques- 
tion of the conflict of authority between the 
new Convention and this one, and by other 
means ; all, as I believe, for the purpose of 
* leaving the way open for this Convention to 
act upon the subject. This Convention once 
out of the way, I tell you that a voice would 
come up from the ranks of the people that 
would shatter down such arguments as gen- 
tlemen have advanced here, and say in un- 
mistakable tones that slavery^ the cause of 



this war, ihaU be removed from the soil of 
Missouri. 

Remarks have been made to the effiect that 
gentlemen who want this question submitted 
to the people, do so to promote their owo 
advancement I beg leave to say that thera 
is not an office in the gift of the people or 
the Legislature of this State that I would 
turn on my heel to fill ; and when I was ap- 
proached last winter by members of the 
Legislature and others, with reference to the 
matter of becoming a candidate for Senator, 
I told the gentlemen that if a committee of 
the Legislature were to come to me and ask 
me to do so little a thing as to turn on my 
heel to be made Senator, I would not do it 
Sir, when it becomes necessary for men to 
struggle and strive to obtain office, the place 
of honor is the private station, and I thank 
God I am content to stand in it All I have 
to say on this subject is, that 1 stand up for 
principle; I care not what becomes of me 
personally ; I can leave public afiTairs and go 
back to the practice of my profession, and 
be all the happier for it 

Is it not wonderful, too, that there should 
be such a terrible dread of submittitg this 
.question to the people on the very day we 
fix for the election of the highest judicial 
officers of the State? You can allow the 
people to go to the polls and elect Judges of 
the Supreme and Circuit Courts, who are to 
decide upon all the rights of citizens ; but, 
forsooth, you cannot submit this question to 
them, a question appertaining to iheir wel- 
fare and that of their children through all 
succeeding ages. I can say this, that if this 
Convention does fasten this ordinance upon the 
people without giving them a chance to express 
their will, it is my purpose to place the whole 
thing before the people in such a light that 
they shall know exactly who did it, and why it 
was done. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. This is not the first 
time, Mr. President that we have heard in very 
eloquent strains, threats of the vengeance of 
the people upon the action of this Convention. 
I have looked, and looked in vain, in the action 
of the member from St Louis, and those who 
have acted with him in this Convention, for a 
disposition to prodaoe peace, reooociliation and 
harmony in this State. Fearing that they might 
not have some qoestion on which they could 
create a distarbanoe and excite the people 
against onr action, they gave notice at an early 
period of this Convention that they would ia- 
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fist upon an election of a Crovernor; and if we 
did not do it, we were threatened witli the yen- 
geance of the people. And some of the gentle- 
men, I hear, attach as much importance to that 
measure as to our action upon the question of 
emancipation. They seem to wish to get this 
State into a ferment, to make war upon the 
action of this Conrention in advance. It is 
natural they should attach importance to the 
election of a Qorernor. Men who harbor crim- 
inal intentions would naturally desire that the 
power of the state should bo in the hands of 
their friends. 

Mr. Drake. Does the gentleman from Ran- 
dolph intend to impute criminal intentions to 
me? 

Mr. Hall. I do not know what other con- 
struction to place upon the words of the gen- 
tleman implying threats of yengeance, and 
threatening to call a Convention of the people 
without law, and in defiance of law. If that 
is their purpose, and they are going to carry it 
out, I say it is criminal ; and if he harbors suc6 
intentions, he may need the pardoning power 
of the Governor to save him. 

Mr. Dbake. Has the gentleman heard me say 
one word that implied such designs as those 1 

Mr. Hall. I do not know that just such 
words have fallen from the gentlenun himself; 
but I infer from what he has said, and from the 
declarations of other gentlemen on this floor 
who seem to sustain him, that such is their 
proposed course of action. 

Mr. Draxb. I say, then, for the information 
of the gentleman from Randolph and other 
gentlemen on this floor, that under no cir- 
cumstances that I can now conceive of, will I 
participate in, or give countenance to, any pro- 
ceedings which have not the sanction of law ; 
and in using the word " vengeance,'' I simply 
mean that judgment which the people will pass 
in a legitimate manner upon the action of this 
Convention. 

Mr. Hall. I hope, then, the gentleman from 
St. Louis will ooSperate more in the aodon of 
the Convention and less with those who con- 
template revolution. This Convention has, 
during its whole existence, had to undertake 
heavy responsibilities. It has had to meet a 
fevolutionaiy spirit which has been fostered 
by demagogues throughout this State. It has 
had, in times past, to meet tiiose who assailed 
the Federal Government; and it now has to 
meet those who are attempting to uproot so- 
de^. Now, I desire if possible to stem the 



tide of revolution : and I desire to unite every 
element that can be united in this State against 
this spirit, and, if possible, to remove from 
our midst that which has created dissension 
amongst us. There has not been a single 
proposition before the Convention that has met 
my entire concurrence, or that would meet 
with the concurrence of my people ; but I have 
taken the responsibility of acting for them, 
fhlly believing that they prefer leaving it to 
this Convention to act in such a way as shall 
secure peace and tranquillity to the State. 

Mr. Orb. It may be well to notice, Mr. 
President, how the disputants on this emand^ 
pation question are divided. Since the com- 
mencement of the emancipation excitement in 
Missouri, who is it that has kept it up ? They 
have divided themselves into twx> classes^- 
gradual and immediate emancipationists ; and 
they have got up such a flght that it is with 
difilculty anybody else can be heard at all. Be- 
fore, there was a Democratic party and a Con- 
servative party > but now the whole fuss is 
between the two classes of Emancipationists. 
I take the position on the question that it mat- 
ters little whether it is two, ten or twenty yeart 
hence. If you intend to take a man's negroes 
from him without paying him for them, this it 
as good a time at you will ever get ; and if you 
intend to pay him, this is as good a time as any 
other. It seems to me tiiat the tendency of all 
the discussion here has been to drown out 
those who are opposed to emancipation, so that 
all future excitement and all aspirants to office 
must be emancipationists or in favor of eman- 
cipation. Now, there are a couple of Senators 
to be elected in the &11, and I believe none of 
tiie gentlemen who are urging this discussion^- 
my self and the gentleman from St. Louis (Mr. 
Breckinridge) alone excepted — ^but have de- 
clared they do not want to go to the Senate ; 
and 1 suppose as there are but two, the contest 
will be between an emancipationist and an 
emancipationist A tiiird party would have no 
chance of being heard. [Laughter.] 

Now, Mr. President, I am for submitting this 
question to the people next fall. It was so de- 
cided in this hall, by a vote of flfty-seven. The 
member for Pike changed his vote, and got up 
here to urge a reconsideration. GenUemen say 
compromise and concession are good things. 
So they are when an oath and the Constitution 
are not at stake. I am fbr submitting this 
measure, and why? For the simple reason 
that tiie peo^ will rote it down. The gentle- 
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man from Pike says he it willing to take the 
responaibility of not i abmitting it to the people. 
I do not shrink from any responsibility. We 
promised to submit the action of this Conven- 
tion on one occasion, and for certain reasons 
postponed it; bat' sopposing we should submit 
what this ConyentUm has done, and tiie people 
should disclaim our action. Why, then, Rey- 
nolds would be Governor of Missouri to-day. 
When this Conyention was elected, no man in 
Missouri ever expected it would haTe to decide 
this question of emancipation. The member 
for St. Louis (Mr. Drake) thinks it likely the 
people will have another Convention. The 
gentleman from Pike (Mr. Henderson) says if 
you Tote to submit this matter to the people, it 
is yery doubtful whether you will get it or not 
So I belieye ; for I belieye there is not a coanty 
in Biissouri, to-day, in which tiie legal voters 
would not vote down this measure of emancipa- 
tion. I am not in fkvor of changing the Constitu- 
tion of Missouri, and changing the relations of 
master and slave, and wiping out of existence 
the one hundred thousand slaves, and asking 
the people of the State nothing at all about it. 
And do gentlemen here presume that the peo- 
ple of Missouri are so stupid and so submissive 
tiiat we shall be permitted to wipe their property 
out of existence and in no way consult them 
about it, and giving them no appeal to any tri- 
bunal under heaven? Never; never. I am 
mistaken in the peof^e of Missouri if it should 
be so. They wilTagitate ; they will contend 
iv what is right ; and they will contend that 
anything we may do contrary to the Constitu- 
tion is a nullity, and they will only have to 
appeal to Congress to annul it Tou argue 
when you wish to change the Constitution 
that the people must not be consulted ; but if 
gentlemen determine to pass this ordinance of , 
emancipation and refbse to submit it to the i 
people, every man who identifies himself with ' 
that party will never be heard of any more. I ' 
intend to vote for a proposition that will pay 
loyal men for their slaves ; and if it be neces- 
sary, I am willing to be taxed that this measure 
of justice may be carried out It is all very 
well for liberal minded gentlemen who don't 
own slaves to say that slave owners should be 
willing to offer their property as a sacrifice on 
the altar of their country. When gentlemen 
have made sacrifices of this kind themselves, 
and then come up here and so preach, we shall 
be ready to listen to them and shall have some 
kind of confidence in their teachings. I say I 
am opposed to. emancipation because I am in 



favor of the laws of my country. If the State 
of Missouri will propose to wipe out slavery by 
a two-thirds vote, in the regular order as ap- 
pointed by the Constitution, I never will raise 
my voice against it ; but I never will consent 
to see negro slavery wiped out of this State in 
the illegal manner proposed. Take the respon- 
sibility, gentlemen, if you like; but God pre- 
vent me from ever daring to override the 
( onstitution. And should you so decide, I 
take it that three short months will be enough 
to enable the people to decide it to be a nullity, 
and in opposition to the Constitution. I shall 
go to Mr. Lincoln and implore him to enforce 
protection at the point of the bayonet, if neces- 
sary, to uphold the laws of the land. I am a 
citizen of Missouri, and I am also a citizen of 
the United States as well ; and while I yield 
obedience to the laws of Missouri as well as 
to the laws of the United States, I shall expect 
the authorities to protect me in the exercise of 
my rights. 

The gentleman from Pike says that when an 
ordinance is passed by the Legislature it be- 
comes a law, and nobody can alter it But this 
body is not the Legislature, and there is no 
provision made in the Constitution for any 
such body ; and therefore I differ with the gen- 
tleman in believing that this Convention can 
make any law at all. I am, Mr. President, op- 
posed to the whole thing. I believe it will 
bring further agitation ; that it will prolong the 
war, and lessen the probabilities of peace. Men 
will not willingly consent to have their prop- 
erty taken from them. If they do, it only 
shows that they are unworthy of the inestima- 
ble blessings of fireedom and liberty bequeathed 
to them by their forefkthers. A people wIm 
would consent to have their liberties unUwfdllj 
taken away from them are not deserving Htm 
blessing of a government I shaU therefore 
vote against reconsidering this propositioiiy 
because I am in Ihvor of it— not that I might 
not desire it in a somewhat different shi^e» 
but I would rather TOte for submitting it to the 
people in thirty days rather than that it should 
not be submitted at alL 

Mr. WiutOK (the President, who spoke frona 
the floor of the Ball). There is, I believe, but 
one other gentleman upon this floor who hmm % 
special knowledge of the reasons which oper- 
ated upon the gentlemen who were in oppoeitioii 
to the dominant party for the wording of the 
act providing ibr the calling of this Conventioii. 
The organic act, as it is called, authorizing the 
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oalling^ of this Oonreiilion originated, I belieTe, 
in the Senate of Bfisaonri ; and in that body, 
a* well as at this end of the capitol, (the lower 
hoote,) those who were opposed to the riolent 
eourse of the Secessionists of that day were in 
a minority. In the Senate, I beltere, we were 
only able to name eight out of the thirty*three 
who made a show of opposition to the dominant 
party of thai day. This act calling a State 
Conventioa was discnssed for a considerable 
time in both ends of the capitol ; and the mi- 
nority opposed to the bitter end tlie proposition 
submitted by the minority. Finally, ascertain- 
ing that the measure would be consummated 
by the miyority Tote of both houses, ihey fell 
back upon this 10th section, which proTides for 
submitting any ordinance pasted by the Con- 
rention to the peeple. That section was agreed 
upon, I beliere, in a consultation with the Sen- 
ators who were opposed to secession in the 
body at that time. I think that every one of 
the eight Senators was present when this 10th 
section was proposed ; and I think that not one 
of the minority seemed to understand what was 
the object of the minority in inserting that 
section. It is as follows : 

Skotion 10 (of an act to provide for calling 
a State Convention). "No act, ordinance or 
resolution of said Convention shall be deemed 
to be valid to change or dissolve tlie political 
relations of this State to the Oovemment of 
the United States, or any other State, until the 
miu'onty of qualified voters of the State, voting 
upon the question, shall ratify the same.'' 

ByJ^iB section, no ordinance to change the 
relations of this State to the Government of the 
United States should be binding until it was 
submitted to a direct vote of the people of the 
State. Bot here comes the expression "or any 
other State" that does not seem to be under- 
stood by any gentleman who has addressed us 
in the light in which it was regarded by the 
gentleman who insisted upon this amendment 
in the bilL Now, what was contemplated by 
this expression 1 At that day we expected, 
firsts that this Convention was being called for 
the purpose of passing a secession ordinance, 
thus placing this State side by side with those 
that had seceded. Failing in that, we believed 
the Convention wonU fiUl back upon the doe- 
trine of South Carolina of non-intercourse in 
trade between the slave and free States ; and 
•noh being the supposed intention of these rash 
men, it was intended by this expression to pre* 
▼ent this Convention from doing an act of this 
character, witboat first sobmitting it to the 



ptoip\9 of the State. I will fhrther undertake 
to say that this tenth section was forced into 
this act by the persistent and untiring exer- 
tions of the minority of the General Assembly 
in both Houses ; and tiiough it was dbtastef nl 
and abhorrent to the mi^jority, we delayed the 
passage of the act to such a great length of 
time that they could only accomplish their ob« 
ject, and could net get their act passed by both 
Houses unless they submitted to the minority 
In respect to this tenth seotion. 1 therefore 
feel bound by this tenth section, as a member 
of this Convention, to submit our action to the 
people when there is a possibility that a fair 
vote can be obtained. 

Now, here is a proposition to take an im- 
mense amount of property from one class of 
the people ; but if this scheme of spoliation be 
forced upon the people without consulting 
them in the matter, instead of bringing peace, 
quiet and security, as all desire, you will only 
multiply the difficulties of our position. That 
is my honest view of this matter; and in ac- 
cordance with this view I have always been 
determined to act I do not believe that the 
proposition embraced in this ordinance will 
give satisfaction to the nuyority of the people 
of this State, and I believe that no ordinance 
that can be proposed will give satisfaction un- 
less the people are permitted to express their 
sentiments by voting upon it I think, too, 
that those who were in favor of immediate 
emancipation should, at least, be honorable 
enough to propose to pay for this description 
of property at its fair market value. We are 
dealing with a i^^at question, gentlemen, and 
it is one that should not be trified with. The 
men who settled this State, trampled down the 
nettles, and encountered all the dangers and 
hardships of the first settlers, should be the 
last men towards whom we should deal in an 
unkind, unfair, or unfriendly spirit Such men 
are not to be driven ttom the State. They 
only ask to be treated in justice and fairness ; 
they do not ask ibr more; and shall we oflto 
iSiem less? Shall we pass this ordinance, and 
force it upon the pec^, and compel the slave 
owner to emancipate his slaves in the short 
term of seven years, and to fix the burden and 
the pauperism of slavery upon this class of 
men f Ton take away aU the active and ener- 
getic laborers of which he is the owner, and 
compel bim to mafa>tain paupers made so by 
your act Is tliis right or just 1 If you want 
a man's property take it and pay Ibr it, and 
make the State responsible tot the act; but I 
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never will, in this hftU or anywhere else, con- 
sent to anything that seems robbing one man 
for the sake of another. I would not take prop- 
erty fh>m an Abolitionist without full compen- 
sation. I hare not come here to oppress any 
man, and I ask that the same justice should be 
extended to the class to which I belong, or did 
belong, until within a few days since. 

Mr. Birch. May I ask what has caused 
you to change! 

Mr. Wilson. I have explained the matter 
before and do not wish now to more particular- 
ly refer to it. No people on God's earth would 
be satisfied with so great a spoliation of their 
property as that contemplated ; if they would 
I should be disposed to disown them. The 
people will not resort to violence, but you may 
depend upon it you will hear them in this hall, 
and in the Congress of the United States, and 
you will hear them wherever petitions are al- 
lowed to be presented, and they ought to be 
heard, and will be heard, before this slavery 
question is settled once and forever. 

Gov. Gaxblb. One cannot fail to notice, 
Mr. President, that those who are opposed to 
this particular ordinance of emancipation are in 
fiivor of submitting it to the people, and those 
who are opposed to all emancipation, are also in 
fiivor of its submission. Bnt» as I said before, the 
submission of any question containing as many 
sections as this ordinance, would be sure to be 
defeated by the combination of the opponents 
of the different sections. Sir, that is no way 
in which the true sense of the people is to be 
ascertained. If there is a real and earnest de- 
sire to have the views of the people upon the 
subject of emancipation, the shortest, best and 
easiest way— the way, too, in which we avoid 
all responsibility — is tothrow it back upon that 
body that must ultimately determine it, and 
that is to call a new Convention of the people. 
There are, I know, a great many persons who 
take pains to represent that I am a clog upon 
the wheels of emancipation. They have, I 
understand, a picture in St Louis, in which I 
am represented as putting down the brakes, 
while my friend Mr. Drake is represented as 
driving the car and putting on a full head of 
steam. [Laughter.] Seeing that neither 'the 
Committee on Emancipation nor this body can 
agree upon any single project of emancipation, 
and that a diversity of opinton exists, instead 
of consuming time in debating the different 
schemes of emancipation, it would be better to 
call a new Convention, so that we may have a 



true expression of the popular will ; and then 
nothing would have to be said about the con- 
stitutionality of its proceedings, and there 
would be an entire acquiescence in the action 
of such a Convention throughout the State. It 
would, besides, settie the relations of this State 
with the Federal Government, and if it should 
be decided to get rid of slavery we should be 
rid of that connecting link between this State 
and those that have seceded, and to get rid of 
slavery would be to cement this State to the 
Union and prevent those that have seceded 
fh>m desiring our partnership. 

With respect to the tenth section of the act 
calling this Convention, I consider that as the 
limitation of the powers conferred by the flrst 
section. If the limitation does not require the 
submission to the people of all the ordinances 
we may adopt, then the ordinance of emanci- 
pation is not required to be submitted, because 
it is not an ordinance of emancipation that it 
in any way to disturb our relations to the Fed- 
eral Government 

I simply make these suggestions for the con- 
sideration of the Convention. If it be thought 
best to submit this ordinance to the people, I 
believe it will give more satisfiu^on, instead 
of passing an ordinance of emancipation, to 
pass an ordinance for calling a new Convention. 

Mr. Drake. I have jttst such an ordinance 
in my drawer, and only wait a favorable op- 
portunity to present it 

Mr. Stewart. I am glad to find that gentie- 
men are coming up to my original proposition. 
The Convention having done that for which, 
they were convened should call a new Conven- 
tion, and resign. 

Mr. WooLFOLK (in explanation of bis vote). 
The gentleman from St Louis ( Mr. Drake) has 
shown that a passage of an ordinance of eman-* 
cipation, without submission to the people, will 
not give us peace. It will form but a new pre- 
tence for agitation, violence, and the ultimate 
destruction of slavery by the bayonet. Beliew- 
ing this, I would provide for the submissioD of 
the ordinance ; but I would do it when its sub* 
mission would have a moral effect ; I would 
submit it to the people, not to bayonets. 11m 
Bubmtstion of this ordinance in 1863 could not 
have any moral effect, or quiet agitation ,whetliflr 
the people accept or reject our ordinance. Vi'm 
all know, and the people know, that there eea 
be DO fair vote on this question now. But to 
submit our action to the people in November, 
ld$4; would quiet agitation now, as it 'vrovild 
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be too early to commence agitation. Soch a 
policy would also best hush the clamor tt 
demagogues; and it is to be hoped that by 
November^ 1864, the military question will be 
settled, when we can soon settle the negro 
question also. But believing, sir, that submis- 
sion in 1863, and no submission, will alike 
continue this slavery agitation in the State, I 
must vote for the motion to reconsider. 

The motion to reconsider was then put to 
the vote, the ayes and noes being called for by 
Mr. Drake. 

Atbs — Messrs. Bass, Bast. Birch, Bogy, 
Breckinridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Comingo, Deal, Douelass, Drake of 
M., Duvall, Flood, Prayser, Gamble^ Qantt, 
Hall of R., Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, 
Holt, How, Howell, Irwin, Jackson, Kidd, 
Long, Marvin, Matson, McGormack, Mc- 
Dowell, McFerran, Mozley, Noell, Phillips, 
Pomeroy, Prewitt, Ritchey, Ross, Sayre, 
Shackelford of H., Shackelford of St. L., 
Sheeley, Smith of St. L., Waller, Welch, 
Woodson, and Woolfolk — 50. 

Nobs — Messrs. Allen, Baker, Bartlett, 
Bonnifield, Bush. Doniphan, Drake of St. 
L., Dann, ^tzen, Foster, Gorin, Hough, 
Isbell, Jamison, Johnson, Leeper, Linden- 
bower, Linton, McOlurg, McLean, Meyer, 
Morrow, Orr, Rankin, Ray. Schofield, Scott, 
Shanklin. Smith of L^ Stewart, Vanbus- 
kirk, Walker, and Mr. President— 33. 

Then the question recurred to the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Drake, submitting the 
ordinance to a vote of the people in Novem- 
ber, 1863. 

On motion of Mr. Meteb, the Convention 
adjournedj to meet at half-past 2 p. m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Convention met at half-past 2 T. x. 

The consideration of the pending amendment 
was resumed. 

Mr. Stbwabt. I understand the question 
now before this body is on agreeing to the 
amendmeut. I shall vote aye, because I wish 
the whole matter referred to the people. I 
believe the people from every hill and dale 
throughout the State will vote for emancipa- 
tion, and I utterly repudiate the sentiment I 
liave heard here, that we have no people, in the 
proper tense of that term, and I do not believe 
in the cry that has been made here of the great 
ganger to the cause of emancipation from sub- 
mlttiog this question to the people. I know at 
least fourteen counties which would b« opposed 
27 



to such an ordinance as that reported T^y the 
committee. 

Mr. ScHoriELD. I feel, sir, I have a duty 
to discharge to myself, in making a brief ex- 
planation so as to place myself right, at least 
in relation to my constituents, and that it may 
also be known by this Convention whether I 
am a mutineer or a law-abiding man. The 
course I took and the counsel I gave respect- 
ing the enforcement of the military law passed 
by the Legislature last winter, when it was 
being enforced in my district by the legitimate 
military authorities, I will briefly state. When 
Governor Gamble issued the order to raise by 
detailing Union men to fill up what are desig- 
nated provisional regiments for State service ; 
and when gentlemen who held seats in both 
branches of the Legislature from my section 
of the State, and voted, too, for that military 
bill, saw its effects on Union soldiers, and were 
trying to evade the odium by insinuating that 
General Hall, or others, had misconstrued the 
law, or it would not have been oppressive 
to Union soldiers — thus countenancing and 
encouraging opposition to the orders of the 
military authorities — I advised obedience, 
though I did not then, nor do I now, believe 
the law just or constitutional, that would re- 
quire a man who had served the State a year 
or more without pay to give thirty dollars to 
the State, to secure exemption from further 
service, when at the time the State was in* 
debt ed to him for a year or more back pay $ 
and, besides, the agreement it made, in con- 
sideration of thirty dollars, to exempt a man 
for one year from military duty, would be a 
nullity if a call were made for soldiers from 
this State by the President; 

Mr. Deaks. Prior to the adjournment there 
proceeded from my colleague, the Governori 
an intimation of the desirableness to call a new 
Convention | at the same time the gentleman 
from Henry presented a resolution looking to 
the submission of the points of emancipation 
to the people. I have been engaged since th« 
adyournment of the Conveation in endeavoring 
to iterifect one of these plans, should the Con- 
vention see fit to decide upon it, to-wit, that 
advocated by the Grovemor. I will read for 
information* 

Mr. Gantt. The gentleman is not in order. 
I ask, Mr. President, if the gentleman is in 
order? 

Mr. DaiKX. Does the gentleman call me 
to order ? 

Mr. Gantt. I do. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



846 



Mr. Dbaks. State your point of order. 

Mr. Gantt. The point of order is, that 
what the gentleman is saying is not in the least 
releyaot to the question before the Convention. 

Mr. Dbakk. Will the Clerk please put that 
down in the minutes ? Let us see whether or not 
I am in order. I was going to discuss the propo- 
dUon that is before the CoDventioQ, and I re- 
gret that the gentleman did not wait to hear 
me enunciate my views of the proposition now 
before this body^ as to whether it shall be re- 
ferred to a vote of the people on the Tuesday 
mext after the first Monday in November. 
There have been two propositions from gen- 
tlemen of this body. One suggestion is the 
ealling of aoottier Convention ; while another 
iuggests submitting certain points. Now, I 
regard the best settlement of the matter would 
be for this Convention to pass an ordinance 
ealling another Convention, and taking a vote 
•f the people upon the broad principle of 
emancipation, or no emancipation. If a ma- 
jority of all the votes are in favor of emancipa- 
tion, then the Convention elected shall be held. 
If the majority of all the votes are against 
•saancipation, then the Convention shall not 
be held. In that way we get rid of the re* 
sponstbllity resting upon this body. If we 
undertake to put before the people specific 
pointt, in deeiUiDg against them they may de- 
feat emancipation. To my mind it seems wise 
aad expedient to adopt suoh a measure as this, 
in lieu of what has been proposed — that is, to 
throw it back upon the people; and if they 
are in favor of emancipation, let them send 
gentlemen hare who will carry out their views. 

Got. Gamblv. Rather than submit the bare 
proposition as contained in the ordinance be- 
fore the Convention, I would prefer seeing a 
new Convention. The gentleman from Henry 
(Mr. Marvin), has, I believe, a proposition 
which will be most likely to secure alt the re* 
•nhs desired, and I believe it is better than 
ealUng a new Convention. I think gentlemen 
here are capable of dlgestittg the different prop* 
Ositions, and adopting some one that wlH meet 
the wishes of the people at fau^e. 

Mr. Hbkdbrson. The proposition now be- 
fore the body is whether we shall adopt the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from St 
Louis (Mr. Drake) as a ftnbstitute fbr that of- 
fered by the gentleman from Livingston, (Mr. 
Woolfolk,) that is, whether this ordinance of 
emancipation shall be submitted to the people 
for their ratification or rejection. A great deal 



of extraneous matter has been brought into the 
discussion upon this question. The gentleman 
from Livingston offered a proposition to sub- 
mit this ordinance to the people in November, 
1864. The gentleman from St. Louis (Mr. 
Drake) offered an amendment to submit it in 
November, 1868, and the amendment of the 
gentleman from St Louis was adopted. I then 
moved to reconsider the vote by which that 
amendment was adopted ; and, now, therefore, 
the question Is whether the amendment as 
amended shall be made part of the bill. But 
we have left that proposition, and the gentle- 
man from St. Louis (Mr. Drake) is discussing 
the propriety of calling a new Convention. 
Now, the gentleman from Henry proposes to 
offer another proposition, which is one of refer- 
ence to the committee. That proposition cer- 
tainly is not in order until we have disposed of 
that pending. 

Mr. LiKDBNBOWBR. I move that the Con- 
vention lay this whole matter — that is, the or- 
dinance and the amendment— on the table. I 
call for the ayes and noes. 

The question being submitted to vote, the 
result was— ayes, 17 ; noes, 68. 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Phillips. 
Mr. Mabviw. I rise, sir, to move a refer- 
ence of this whole matter to the committee that 
reported it. The more I hear of this discussion 
the less seems to be the likelihood of Uiis body 
coming to any satisfactory conclusion respect- 
ing it There will be time enough after the 
proposition is entirely perfected to take any 
vote as to whether it shall be submitted to the 
people or not. I beg therefore to offer to the 
consideration of the Convention, the following : 
Resolved, That all the pending propositions, 
and all pending amendments thereof, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Emancipation, with 
instructions to report to this body at 10 o'clo<^ 
to-morrow morning, three distinct ordinances 
of emancipation, to be numbered respectivelj 
one, two and three, which, when adopted bj 
this body, shall be submitted to a vote of tlie 
people at the judicial election, to be held in 
this State, on the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November, 1868. At the same time, 
the distinct propositions for emancipation and 
against emancipation shall be submitted to a 
vote of the people ; and if a minority of the le- 
gal voters of this State vote for emancipation, 
then, and in tliat case, the ordinance whidi 
shall receive the largest number of legal rotes 
shall thereupon be and become a part of the 
ConsUtution of the State. 
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Mr. Satbb. I submit, Mr. President, that 
the proposition is not in order. 

The Prbsidkitt. The Chair is of opinion 
that it is not in order. 

Mr. Hall of R. I regard the proposition of 
the gentleman from Henry, now before the 
House, substantially as an' amendment to that 
preyiouslj submitted. 

Mr. Drakb. There is one difficulty that 
occurs to me, and I mention it for the conside- 
ration of those who will hare to frame the dif- 
ferent propositions of emancipation that are to 
go before the people to be Toted upon : it is, 
supposing the committee should fix the short- 
est period, that of 1870. 

Mr. Mabvin. These ordinances are to be 
submitted to the Conyention, and they will 
have the liberty of moying amendments to 
them. 

Mr. Dbakb. The responsibility is still 
thrown upon the Conyention. A much better 
way would be to submit the general question 
of emancipation or no emancipation to the peo- 
ple, and if they carry the emancipation ques- 
tion, for the people's agents to come here and 
decide the matter once for all. 

Mr. Mabyin. If we call another Conyen- 
tion it might possibly stand as does this Con- 
rention, or the LegisUtnre, in relation to this 
question. My idea was to frame three prop- 
ositions, say, slayery to become extinct in 1866, 
with a short seryitude ; a second, for slavery to 
cease in, say, 1870, with a longer servitude ; and 
m third, that slavery shall entirely cease in 1876 
or 1880. These three distinct propositions be- 
fore the people, each man might vote for or 
against emancipation as he pleased, and, at the 
same time, to vote for one of these plans. In 
this way, you arrive at something tangible. 

Goy. Gamblb. As soon as this proposition 
was before the Convention and seemed likely 
to be entertained and acted upon, I applied to 
my colleague, (Mr. Drake,) who, I supposed 
mpresented the ultra views on emancipation^ 
and asked him whether he had any plan that 
would be likely to be acceptable to the gentle- 
men who acted with him. I thought it proper 
to make the application in order that his plan, 
4rawn up as he supposed would best obtain the 
rotes of the people, might be submitted to the 
oommittee. I would haye desired any other 
gentleman, had I known such, who represent* 
ed any other set of views, to have done the 
•ame thing, so that the oommittee should havet 
had brought together the diiftrent Hews eater** 



tained in this body, and thereby have been en- 
abled to report an ordinance that would be ac- 
ceptable to the different divisions of the House, 
and that would be prepared to be submitted to 
the people for their vote. When the commit- 
tee reported, the question would be, not wheth- 
er the House approved of this plan or the other, 
but whether the report represented the views 
of the whole House. 

Mr. Sol. Smith. The members of the Con- 
vention, after having well considered this ques- 
tion of emancipation, and having about made 
up their minds, are now called upon to consider 
this new scheme. After considering the mat- 
ter in this body for two weeks, we now propose 
to send it back to the committee, to a<lopt three 
plans to be submitted to the Convention, and 
then to the people. Wliy, sir, I can see no par- 
ticular reason for adopting three plans ; three 
hundred might be proposed and none be wholly 
satisfactory. Certainly no one of tlie three is 
entirely satisfactory to n^; but, for the sake of 
peace and harmony, I am as willing as any 
other man to abandon my previous opinions, if 
by so doing it will accomplish emancipation in 
Missouri. I confess, Mr. President, I do not 
see the propriety of the proposed plan. It seems 
to me to throw new difficulties in the wi^, and 
I hope it will be voted down. 

Mr. Hall of R. I hope it will not be yoted 
down. The difficulty we haye experienced 
here has been in the effort tb make one out of 
three plans. There are those here in favor of 
immediate emancipation, with apprenticeship; 
others would have an end of slavery in 1870, 
while others desire a much later period. The 
result has been that we have been acting on the 
theory of only one plan ; we have, by shortening 
one and lengthening another, tried to make 
peace, and obtain a m^'ority yote upon it ; but 
I am not satisfied, and odier gentlemen are not 
satisfied with it Instead, therefore, of endeav- 
oring to fbrce three plana into^ one, we should 
permit the three plans to remaia what tiiey are* 
representing the three main ideas entertained in 
this Cowrention and among the people. Let 
these plans be put before the people. Let tha 
whole people vote upon the question of emails 
oipation or. no emancipation^ and let their votea 
be taken upon the partieohtf' pUn they prefer ; 
and that will be adopted fbk* which the hu^est 
number of yotes is cast. Our experience sho#s 
us, as was the case in the last LegisUture, that 
absolute unanimity on the part of ninety-nine 
men, iepiaaeBting;Biic|fck yaiied, riaws, it im> 
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possible, and therefore, m a better arrange- 
ment, I approve of this resolution. 

Mr. Smith of linn. Mr, President, about 
three-fourths of the members of this Conven- 
tion have sat quietly in their seats and listened 
to the various propositions of gentlemen, now 
over two weeks. In the language of Governor 
Stewart, " the machine has been run" by about 
eight or ten members for these two weeks. We 
have listened to their propositions with pa- 
tience and attention, and about the time we 
expected to be drawing to the close of our pro- 
ceedings and be freed from our attendance on 
these discussions — and I confess I have already 
heard more than I can well digest— I say, after 
this patient attention for the past two weeks, 
instead of coming to a vote, concluding our 
labors, and going home, we are to have three 
propositions thrust upon us, that promise no 
end of discussion. Sir, I wish to do my duty 
here, and act my part as a representative of 
my constituents like a sensible man ; but, sir, 
if I have ever witnessed a proceeding that 
looked more like child's play than that which 
is now attempted to be thrust upon this Con- 
vention, I have no recollection of it. If the 
gentlemen who have occupied our time thus 
far will only oblige us by keeping their seats, 
and permit thone who have thus far been silent 
listeners to work, we wilt get through with the 
business by 12 o'clock to-morrow without dif- 
ficulty. Let us, I pray you, gentlemen, act 
like men, not like children. If we think our 
work should be submitted to the people, let us 
do it ; if not, let us do without it But after 
two weeks spent — shall I say wasted ? — in 
discussing this matter, I do protest against 
laying aside that which we have nearly com- 
pleted, for the purpose of taking up three other 
plans. We might as well consent to take up 
eighty-five new plans— one for each member 
here. 

Mr. Pbiixips. I very much hoped, from the 
progress this discussion had made, that we 
should have been able to take a final vote upon 
the proposition and have adjourned to^norrow. 
I see no reason why this Convention may not 
vote on the proposition and adjourn to-morrow. 
My experience in the Legislature of the State 
is, that after a proposition has been discussed 
for a considerable length of time, until all the 
members have committed themselves to one 
side or the other, if that proposition is recom- 
mitted and returned to the body again, the dis- 

cnssion goes all over again ; amendments will 



be offered to " place gentlemen right upon the 
record," as they call it If this proposition is 
adopted, I see no chance of adjourning in any- 
thing like a reasonable time. I have an objec- 
tion to submitting these three propositions to 
the people. I am satisfied there will not be 
one of them that will command a majority of 
the votes of the people ; and there is not one 
of them that would command a majority of the 
votes of this House. There is a party In this 
House in favor of immediate emancipation, 
another for gradual emancipation, and another 
class against all emancipation. So with the 
people; and the result will be that this im- 
mense pecuniary interest, say at least forty to 
sixty millions of dollars, is swept oot of exist- 
ence by less than a majority vote of the people. 
One of them will have a plurality of course ; 
but I, for one, cannot consent to submit so 
gprave a question to be decided, in all proba- 
bility, by less than a majority vote. 

Mr. Dunk. The proposition before the 
House is a problem that can be solved by one 
of the simplest rules of arithmetic. If it takes 
this Convention two weeks and two days to get 
to the third section of a single ordinance, that 
suits nobody, how long will it take the same 
Convention to perfect three ordinances, that 
will suit everybody? I am seriously inclined, 
Mr. President, to think with my friend from 
Linn, that we had better discharge the engi- 
neers, and try a new set. The present ones 
have nearly run us off the track. It seems to 
me we are trifling with the whole subject 
Yesterday, if we had remained in session a 
few minutes longer, we might, I think, have 
disposed of the whole question. This evening, 
if we have patience to take a vote, we can set- 
tle it one way or another. Let us first see if 
the Convention is in favor of the adoption of 
the amendment of the gentleman from St. Loais 
(Mr. Drake) to submit the question to the peo- 
ple in November, 1863. If we adopt the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Henry, we are at 
sea again. We Instruct the committee to re- 
port three distinct propositions of emancipa- 
tion, and of course after they have done their 
best, and submitted these three propositions, 
the Convention will not be bound to limit itself 
to aotion upon any one of these propositions, 
and the whole qnestion is again opened up, tlM 
same ground has again to be gone over, and 
the work already accomplished to be done 
afresh. If three propositions are offered, will 
it not bis possible for some one to offer a fo«rtli| 
others a fifth, and so on indefinitely ? Bat it is 
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replied, we are limited to three ; the friends of 
each will of course desire that each separate 
proposition should be perfected^ and each dis- 
tinct proposition maj require as much time to 
perfect it as this we have been discussing from 
the first I am not pledged to any particular 
scheme of emancipation ; but really, if the 
Convention goes on as it has done^ we shall 
fdopt none at all. Let us, at least, take a vote 
on the proposition of the gentleman from St. 
Louis. If it is thought desirable not to submit 
that proposition to the people in November 
next, surely there are many additional reasons 
why this new scheme, with its more compli- 
cated propositions, should not be submitted, 
and therefore I hope it will be voted down. 

Mr. Marvin. It is quite true, as objected 
by the gentleman from Johnson, that a minority 
might determine what plan of emancipation 
should be adopted ; but it would require a ma- 
jority to decide whether there should be eman- 
cipation, or no emancipation ; and if a majority 
decided against emancipation, neiih«>r plan 
would be adopted. As to other plans being 
urged, I am of opinion that the whole thing 
has been so well and thoroughly discussed, 
that the committee are fully aware how the 
jninds of the members of this body stand in 
relation to this subject, and that by 10 o'clock 
to-morrow they would have three plans com- 
pleted that would take the wind out of the sails 
4>f agitators on every side. [Loud cries of 
« Question."] 

The Presidbnt. The question la on the 
recommitment of all the ordinances. 

The motion, on being put to the vote> was 
negatived. 

Mr. Drake. I would inquire of the Con- 
vention if it would not be wise, at this stage 
of our proceedings, to postpone the decision 
of this matter for thirty minutes ; I think we 
may then come to an understanding and settle 
our difficulties. I think we had better get it 
out of our hands and. put it into the hands of 
the people. 

Mr. Birch. I am wafting for the first op- 
portunity to offer just such a resolution, and 
which, 1 think, will accomplish the end de- 
sired. [Loud cries of ** Question.*'] 

Mr. Calhoun. I venture to say that if every 
member of this Convention had to foot the bill 
of expenses oat of his own cotfers, there would 
be less talk and more business done. I have 
always been opposed to emancipation; but if 
the peace of the State is to be secured by 



emancipation, I am willing to make conces- 
sions. We are told that unless this great ques- 
tion of slavery is disposed of, we shall never 
have peace ; but who, I ask, is making this 
question? The property about which there 
is all this agitation is secured to us by law, 
and now you come and want to take it away 
from us without compensation, and in the very 
face of the pledges of the Constitution. Is this 
patriotic, honest, or just? I know instances 
in my neighborhood where slave property, be- 
longing to little girls, is their only reliance ; 
they have no other means of support. Now 
you propose to take this property away from 
them without compensation. Who, I ask, is 
it that is to make these sacrifices for the peace 
of the country ? I am, however, opposed to 
wordy discussion, and want to come to the 
question at once. 

Mr. Irwin. I move the previous question. 

Mr. Breckinridge. 1 wish to make a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Shelby, namely, 
that the ordinance as it shall be reported by 
the committee shall have the amendment al- 
ready offered incorporated in it. 

Mr. Irwin. I expect, were we to stay here 
till this time next we^, there are gentlemen 
here who would have speeches to make. I 
venture to say that three-fourths of the gentle- 
men here have been sitting in silence ; and all 
the speaking on this floor has been done by one- 
fourth of the members of the Convention. 
Every eflbrt has been made to get a vote upon 
this proposition for three or four consecutive 
days. Often we have been on the ev^ of voting, 
when from a motion to adjourn, or some other 
cause, it has been defeated. I feel constrained 
to insist upon the motion. I move the previous 
question. If any gentleman here wishes to offer 
an amendment material to this ordinance, and 
will pledge himself to offer it without debate, I 
will withdraw tiie call for the previoos question. 

Mr. HouoH. I presented a proposition in 
regard to the payment of the owners of slaves 
who were to be manumitted by this ordinance. 
That proposition I want to be submitted to the 
Convention. 

Amid considerable excitement, Mr. Irwin 
withdrew his motion fbr the previous question. 

Mr.WooLFOLK arose to a privileged question. 

Mr. President, much as I dislike to occupy 
the attention of this body with a matter of 
purely personal concern, I feel it due, not only 
to myself, but to this Convention, to briefly re- 
ply to the numerous slanders and denunciations 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



850 



which have been heaped upon me within the 
past few months. Had these denunciations 
been confined to mjself alone I should have 
borne them in silence, and trusted to time for 
my vindication ; but when I see the Governor 
of the State assailed for accepting my resigna- 
tion, and the radical press hurling my name at 
this body as a term of reproach, for the reason 
that I have always acted with the migority of its 
members, I feel that it is due to others to say 
something in my own defence. 

In my own county of Livingston I find the 
following among a series of resolutions given 
to the public press : 

" Resolved, That Alex. M. Woolfolk, having 
left his district for the district's good, has by 
his course forfeited all title to be even called a 
Union man ; and we utterly repudiate him, and 
request him to resign his seat in the State Con- 
rention. 

" Readved, That we believe immediate emanci- 
pation to be the best polidy to secure the peace 
and prosperity of our State; and we would 
therefore instruct our two delegates in the State 

Convention— Jacob Smith and Jackson — 

to vote for such a policy, covering as far as 
possible the rights of loyal owners" 

I have searched the record of this meeting in 
Tain to find the familiar names of men who 
were true to the Union in days when loyalty 
meant something in Livingston county; but 
they were not in the meeting. On the contrary, 
its prominent actors were imported from Han- 
nibal, and scraped up along the Iowa line ; and 
I find the same persons officiating as high priests 
in similar Abolition gatherings over the dis- 
trict Yes, sir; this meeting— composed, I am 
informed, of the scum of Livingston and ad- 
joining counties, and not more respectable in 
Dombers than in character— presumed to dic- 
tate to the seventeen hundred voters of Liv- 
ingston county, and recommended immediate 
emancipation as the voice of a county which, 
at its last election, held in the midst of bayonets, 
Toted almost unanimously against even gradu^ 
•mancipation. 

With unparalleled impudence these revolu- 
tionary Jacobins also request me to resign my 
seat in this Convention. Surely, they know 
that their support did not elect me to this body. 
They well know that such of them as voted for 
me did so merely because they could not pos- 
sibly elect a man of their own stripe ; that 1 
have always despised them and their Abolition 
brothers of the Free States ; and that the good 
people of Livingston honored me with a seat 



in this body not only because of my loyalty, 
but also because of my well known antipathy 
to the principles of all such men as they. 

But it seems- never to have occurred to tbe 
men who have denounced me that they were 
acting solely on ex parte statements ; that the 
pamphlet they denounced had been suppressed, 
and only garbled extracts had been published. 
It never occurred to them that private as well 
as political antagonism may have conspired to 
cause the suppression of a letter written by a 
subordinate officer, and published beneath &e 
eye of his superior; and that they might be 
doing injustice to a man whom they tried and 
condemned without a hearing. 

But what did the pamphlet contain, which 
rendered it so yery odious to the Charcoal 
population of the country ? Several pages of 
it were devoted to showing the necessity of a 
vigorous prosecution of the war. This portion 
of the pamphlet having already been published 
in the Republican, I will only quote the conclud- 
ing sentence. It is as follows : 

" In this, the crisis of our country's fate, let 
all parties unite at least in a yigorons prosecu- 
tion of the war. We may be forced to adopt a 
peace policy in one, two or six months; but 
now it is premature. War is upon us — ^it ia 
needless to inquire by whose &ult. It is suffi- 
cient to know that military success has become 
necessary to our national salvation. While the 
South is under the military control of the lead- 
ers an armistice and peace convention could 
result in nothing, unless a recognition of the 
Southern Confederacy. Let, Democrats adhere, 
then, firmly to their principles, but to their 
country also. If our Congressmen belonging 
to that party meet in convention, let it be a 
Union as well as peace convention, and let them 
present to the South the alternatives of dis- 
union and war, or Union, equal rights and 
peace. If the leaders shall still persist in ro- 
bellion, let us blazon ' Union and Equal Bights' 
upon our banners ; shout them forth as we sweep 
to the assault, and perish, if need be, in ona 
last united effort to preserve the noblest Got- 
ernment on earth." 

And is all this treason ? Can these cowardly 
miscreants, who fear to take up arms themselves 
in defence of their country, find no better em- 
ployment than that of denouncing a soldier who 
expressed his willingness " to perish, if need 
be," to preserve his Government ? Would they 
have him do something more than perish? 
Have they no word of censure for their Aboli- 
tion brethren of the North— for Conway of 
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Kansas and Greeley of the TViftmifl— who fa- 
vored peace and a r^ognition of the Southern 
Confederacy 1 
But it is nrged that I favored a dissolution 
. of the Union, and the erection of a Western 
Republic upon its ruins. I deny it, sir. Not 
one line in that pamphlet favored a dissolution 
of the Union. True, in the latter portion of 
the pamphlet, I did speculate upon the conse- 
quences, if the United States recognized the 
independence of the Southern Confederacy. 
When it was written — in February last — such 
an event seemed probable. The disasters at 
Fredericksburg and Vicksburg had filled the 
nation with gloom. The Legislatures of va- 
rious States had passed peace resolutions. The 
Abolitionists themselves seemed prepared to 
follow their leaders, Conway and Greeley, who 
bad publicly favored the recognition of Con- 
federate independence. Disunion seemed not 
only probable, but imminent. It was yawning 
at our very feet, and I looked into the gulf be- 
fore me. I knew, sir, that three years ago 
almost every prominent politician of Missouri 
was pledged either publicly or privately to ad- 
vocate the annexation of Missouri to the South- 
etn Confederacy in the event of a dissolution 
of the Union* I desired to impress upon the 
popular mind that even in the event the Gov- 
ernment was destroyed, Missouri must shftre 
the destiny of the free States around her-;-the 
destiny of the West, not that of the South. But 
let the pamphlet speak for itself. After assum- 
ing that if the Grovemment recognized the 
independence of the Confederate States the 
Border States would be left to determine their 
own destinies, the pamphlet proceeds as follows: 
" If the Union is divided, this must ultimately 
be the mode of adjusting boundaries ; and the 
natural inquiry arises, what is Missouri's des- 
tiny 1 Should Mismmrijoin the Southern Cot^fed- 
eracyf 

^ This question has been so frequently and 
thoroughly discussed that it is uunecessary to 
bestow upon it more than a passing notice. 
While It may be true that Missouri must have 
the free navigation of the Mississippi^ and the 
Southern market for her products, it is also 
true that nature has indlssolubly linked her 
destiny with that of the free States around her. 
She could not separate from Kansas Iowa and 
niinois, even if she would. Her productions 
and latitude are the same, she Ie washed by 
the tame river, and her people are linked to 
them by the tics of blood and intercourse. 
For over a thousand miles they stretch along 



her border, and constitute her eastern, north- 
ern and western boundaries. Whatever fate 
awaits these States, Missouri is destined to 
share it with them. She could never become 
a border State in the Southern Confederacy^ 
with these adjoining States belonging to a dif- 
ferent Government. Were there no other 
reason why Missouri should not join the South- 
ern Confederacy, its form of government would 
itself constitute a serious objection. The Con- 
federate Constitution recognizes the right of se- 
cession, and thus provides for its own destruc- 
tion. A political election, resulting in the tem- 
porary triumph of principles odious to any, or 
the majority of any State, would provoke the 
calling of a Convention, and an ordinance of se- 
cession. No such government can be perma- 
nent. Fragile as a summer's cloud, the first 
breath of passion would dissolve it. No pa- 
triot would desire to unite his destinies with 
such a government, for be could have no con- 
fidence in its stability. Neither could the 
loyal men of Missouri, consistently with self- 
respect, become an integral patt of a nation 
which they had battled to overthrow. Never, 
by their voluntary act, will they assume their 
proportion of an enormous public debt, which 
had been created by armed resistance to them- 
selves.'* 

Sir, this was once the language of the Union 
party in Missouri. Have times so changed 
that it is now the language of treason ? Is a 
man to be denounced as a traitor, now, because 
he urges a vigorous prosecution of the war to 
preserve the Union; and advocates that even {/* 
ike Oovtrnvneni ie dettroyed^ Mietouri should 
remain with the free Stalesy instead of Joining 
the Southern Confederacy t General Loan sup- 
pressed the pamphlet which contained these 
positions. The radicals denounced It as trea- 
son — but suppression and denunciation, though 
the principal Weapons of fanaticism, are not 
regarded by enlightened reason as infallible . 
tests of either good or evil. Jesus Christ was 
crucified, and the Bible has been suppressed 
and burnt ; but this neither proved Christ to be 
an impostor, nor the Bible a fiction. Do I 
understand these gentlemen to be opposed to a 
vigorous prosecution of the war, that^hey de- 
nounce a pamphlet which endeavored to show 
its necessity? Or are these gentlemen in 
favor of Missouri joining the Southern Con- 
federacy if the Union Is dissolved, and assail 
me because I insist that even then she cannot 
go with the South, but must share the destiny 
of the free States around her ? In God's name, 
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what does all this tirade of abuse^ these burn- 
ings in effigjTy mean ? I am aware that any 
Brigadier General can crush and ruin hie sub- 
ordinate officer^ if he desires it ; but why 
'*Tray, Blanch and Sweetheart — the little 
dogs and all " — should bark at me as a traitor, 
when they have never seen the pamphlet I had 
written, is an enigma which I am unable to 
solve. General Curtis seems not to have con- 
sidered me a traitor, for he relieved me from 
arrest, and afterwards approved my resigna- 
tion. General Curtis is usually regarded as a 
thorough Union man, and surely he would 
have dismissed a traitor dishonorably from the 
service, if he did not send him to Fort Lafay- 
ette. 

Yet It is urged that I advocated the forma- 
tion of a Western Republic upon the ruins of 
the Union. I deny, sir, that I desired a disso- 
lution of the Union, or the erection of a West- 
ern Republic. But I did say that "if the 
Union is divided, the West will sooner or later 
consult her own interests — become an indepen- 
dent government, and establish friendly rela- 
tions with the South.** And I endeavored to 
show the numerous causes which would lead 
to such a result. But at the same time I said, 
''The great West finds her true position in 
being the centre of the old Union." When a 
candidate for a seat in this Convention, I pub- 
licly expressed the same opinions in regard to 
the destiny of the West, if the Union was de- 
stroyed, as are contained in the pamphlet ; and 
yet I was supported by the Union party of my 
district. But this is mere speculation. If the 
Union is destroyed, twenty new governments 
may rise on its ruins. If the Union is de- 
stroyed, God only knows what will result. 
But does saying this, make me an advocate of 
a Western Republic, of twenty new govern- 
ments, and all the untold evils of a dissolution 
of the Union ? If such a disaster as a dissolu- 
tion of the Union is to befall our unhappy 
people, we will be fortunate if we succeed in 
establishing on Its ruins a Western Republic, 
or any other Republic which will transmit the 
blessings of freedom to our posterity. If the 
Union is destroyed, I should look to thorough 
disintegration as the only hope of reconstruc- 
tion. The endless antagonisms of two rival 
Governments would forever destroy such a 
hope. 

But if there is any merit or any odium in the 
idea that a Western Republic will result, if the 
Union is destroyed, the ^'Missouri Democrat" is 
entitled to more credit or blame than myself. 



On the 25th of February last, some ten days 
before jny pamphlet was published, the "Dem- 
ocrat" had a long article on the subject of a 
dissolution of the Union, in which occur the 
following passages : 

"The Mississippi throughout its length and 
with all its affluents should be subject io our 
Government. The same flag which waves at 
its source, should float at its mouth. But if^ 
unhappily, an alien nationality should estab-* 
lish itself at the South, then an ultimate rup^ 
ture of the Northern Rejmbltc and an aUiana 
with the Confederate States are as certain as 
the facts of history*^ 

But the "Democrat" continues in the same 
strain : 

" General Bragg utters an important truth 
when he says there is a community of interest 
between the West and South. Bound together 
by the strong ties of trade and geographical 
situation, these sections cannot be permanently 
separated, and if the Confederate Stcttes assert 
their independence, the Valley of (he Mississippi 
will ultimately become an ally of the South.** 

This may seem a gp-oundless apprehension, 
since no champions of the Union have fought 
with more heroic devotion than the soldiers of 
the Northwest. Many a blood-bought victory 
attest their stubborn valor and gallant patriot- 
ism', but in long periods the great laws of 
human interest will prevail. The ties which 
unite the South and the West are in their na- 
ture indissoluble. If, therefore, we wish to 
prevent the alienation of the West, we must 
prevent the secession of the South. To pre- 
serve an undivided North, we must conquer a 
rebellious South. To prevent the West from 
going out of the Union, we must bring the 
South back into U.*' 

Now, sir, I defy any one to point out any ex- 
pression in my pamphlet more favorable to the 
formation of a Western Republic than these 
passages of the Democrat. I never said that a 
Western Republic was as certain as the facts 
of history; but the Democrat does say so. 
Where, then, is the difference between them ? 
How does it happen that this sheet, after giving 
utterance to such expressions, still retains its 
reputation for loyalty par excdlence, while the 
pamphlet is denounced as treasonable ? There 
was one difference between them, and in that 
difference consisted the head and fVont of mj 
offending. I was a conservative — tlie Demo- 
crat a radical. I was a Democrat — it an Abo- 
lition journal. And is it treason, sir, to be a 
Democrat? True, I have observed that S 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



S58 



^Lieutenant, less fbrtcinate than myself, was 
dismissed from the service for voting the Dem- 
ocratic ticket in the New Hampshire elections ; 
but, notwithstanding this fkct, I must still per- 
sist in desiring the success of the Democratic 
party. From the beginning of our history that 
party has had almost uninterrupted control of 
our National destinies, and durinir this entire 
period we were happy and prosperous. Our 
country rose to the first rank among the nations 
of the earth ; peace reigned throughout our 
borders ; no public debt hung over us, and no 
onerous taxation oppressed our people. The 
Government, under Democratic rule, was 
known only by its blessings. 

I will not contrast our present with the past. 
The contrast would be too painful. But, even 
if it be a crime, I must still desire the success 
of a party under whose rule the nation pros- 
pered, and who merely seek to restore the old 
order of things — " the Constitution as it is, 
the Union as it was." Always a Democrat, I 
loved that gallant party in its days of power ; 
but when I see it now, stroggling amid the 
gleam of bayonets for the Constitution and the 
Union, its leading journals suppressed, and its 
chosen leaders stricken down by the strong arm 
of military power, yet, still pressing onward, 
unterrifled by tiireats and calumnies, and un- 
daunted by the perils that thicken about its 
pathway, I can but feel for it the deepest, 
warmest sympathy. Tes, God bless the lion- 
hearted Democracy of the North I Their bleed- 
ing country looks to them with hope in its hour 
of trial. May they succeed in preserving the 
Union as our fathers made it. But if this can- 
not be, let them save from the wreck the liber- 
ties of the people, and the gratitude of coming 
fenerations will cluster about them forever. 

The most serious objection to the pamphlet 
is urged by gentlemen who find no fault with 
^ the article, in itself considered ; but regard it 
as inappropriate, coming from an officer in the 
service. This may be true ; but I will briefly 
g:ive my reasons for making the publication. I 
liad enlisted in the service when the war was 
prosecuted on different principles from those 
now inaugurated. From choice, I bad enlisted 
in the State service, and taken the following 
oath: 

" Ton. each and every one of you, do solemn- 
ly swear that you will honestly and faithfully 
serve the State of Missouri against all her en- 
emies ; that you will do your utmost to sustain 
tlie Constitution and laws of the United States, 
ctnd of this State, agaiMt oil vioUace of whatever 



kind or deacription ; and you do further swear 
that you will well and truly execute and obey 
the lawful orders of all officers properly placed 
over you whilst on duty : so help you God." 

I desired to observe this oa^i in good faith. 
But, once in the service, many orders were 
given me to obey which I could not but regard 
as in violation of the laws of Missouri which I 
had sworn to support For instance, I was or- 
dered to retain sUvea within my lines when 
they belonged to disloyal owners. I could do* 
liver up a rebel's horse, but not his negro. I 
could exclude a dirty white man from my lines, 
but a negro must receive admittance, support 
and protection. Yet the laws of Missouri make 
it a penitentiary ofience to steal or harbor ne- 
groes, and I had sworn " to sustain the laws of 
this State asainst aU violence of whatever kind* 
and description." 

Again, sir. Brigadier General Loan, my im< 
mediate commander, was in the habit of issu- 
ing such orders as the following : 

" jBPPERSOir CiTT, Mo., Jan. 20, 1868. 
"General Orders, No. 8. 

[Extract] 

** II. ^That all persons who shall knowingly 
harbor, conceal, aid or abet, by furnishing food, 
clothing, information, protection, or any assist* 
ance whatever, to any such emissary, Confed* 
erate officer or soldier, partisan ranger, bush- 
whacker, robber or thief, shall be promptly ex- 
ecuted by the first commissioned officer into 
whose hands he or they may be delivered, or 
under whose control he or they may be placed. 

" The houses at which such persons receive 
foodf protection, or assistance, in any loay, shall be . 
destroyed ; and the personal property found at 
such places, or on the farms belonging thereto, 
shall be seized and applied to the indemnifica- 
tion of Union citizens for the losses sustained 
by them in consequence of the wrongful acts of 
these bands. 

" III. That any officer in this Military Dis- 
trict who shall fkil to execute promptly the 
foregoing provisions uf this order, will be tried 
by a Court Martial for disobedience of orders." 

Under this bloody code, any commissioned 
officer was authorized to murder, burn and 
plunder to his heart's content, without any 
trial in the case. Under this order, it was im- 
material also whether the bushwhackers had 
the consent of the owner of the house, or fed 
upon him forcibly ; in either event, his house 
was to be destroyed. Neither was there to be 
any trial in the case before any tribunal, cUvU 
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or military, but any commissioDed ofSUser in 
command of a scout was authorized to bum any 
house to which he regarded the order as ap- 
plying ; thus giying general license to all offi- 
cers to destroy, on ex parte statements, the prop- 
erty of any citizen who might be odious to the 
informer against him. 

The laws of Missouri provide serere penaU 
ties for house-burning, and yet 2 vxu ordered to 
turn incendiary on a wholesale ^stem, in express vith 
laHon of the laws I had sworn to smpport, I am 
glad, for the sake of ciyilization itself, that this 
order was afterwards reroked by higher au- 
thority ; but I am informed that the revocation 
came too late to prevent Jackson county from 
being laid in ruins by Col. Pennick, for whose 
benefit, I presume, the order was issued. I 
could enumerate other oases, but it is unneces- 
sary. Now, sir, what was I to do? I should 
have resigned at once, but I disliked volunta- 
rily to abandon the men who had enlisted un- 
der me. As an obedient soldier, I could not 
well disobey orders of superior officers, although 
forced to do so in many instances. As an hon- 
est man, I could not disregard my oath to sus- 
tain the laws of Missouri. What, then, was to 
be done? 

I resolved to make a personal explanation, 
be the consequences what they might. I felt 
that this was the path of honor to a man who 
valued his principles more than his position. 
If my opinions, as expressed, were inconsist- 
ent with my position as an officer in the army, 
I was ready at once to abandon that position. 
Placed under the command of a political Qen- 
eral (Ben Loan), whom I regarded as using his 
military authority to build up party, at the 
expense of the peace and welfare of the State, 
I was unwilling to be his tool, and sacrifice my 
own principles in accomplishing his partisan 
purposes. I felt it time, sir, to arise to a priv- 
ileged question, and make a personal explana- 
tion. I preferred to explain once for all, to be- 
ing forced to explain the remainder of my life. 
I desired to leave it on record that, although 
in a notorious brigade, with Pennick for my 
comrade, and Loan for my commander, I was 
neither a house-burner nor an Abolitionist; but 
a law-abiding man, who still had some linger- 
ing regard for the Constitution of his State and 
country. That personal explanation was made 
in the pamphlet which was suppressed hy order 
of General Loan — then misrepresented and de- 
nounced. 

But the unkindest cut of all was the state- 
ment made by Abolition journals that I had 



myself admitted the pamphlet to be treasona- 
ble, and requested that the entire edition should 
be destroyed. The statement is a base, miser- 
able falsehood. True, when I heard that the 
pamphlets w«re being circulated with the nu- 
merous mistakes of the publishers uncorrected, 
I requested Gen. Loan not to permit them to 
be circulated in that form, and also requested 
I that they might be destroyed in the event that 
I I could not myself obtain possession of them, 
correct their mistakes and control their circula- 
tion. But, so fiir from admitting the pamphlet 
to be treasonable, I shall always indignanUy 
repudiate such aspersions. As a member of 
this Convention, and in the military, I had been 
identified with the Union cause from the com- 
mencement of our troubles, and it was then too 
late to abandon it. 

Misrepresentation has deceived many good 
men in regard to the pamphlet; but for the 
mass of those who denounce me I entertain so 
profound a contempt that I court their denun- 
ciations, and should spurn their friendship. 
Were they to applaud nse, I should despise my- 
self. I should regard it as an evidence that I 
had stolen some man's negro, burnt his house, 
or murdered himself and family. I accept their 
denunciations as the highest compliment they 
can pay me, and they pass me by lightiy as the 
winds that fan the bosom of the deep. I am 
neither intimidated by their threats nor wound- 
ed by their calumnies. Thrice armed in the 
consciousness of my own patriotism, my own 
rectitude of purpose, their venomed darts glance 
upon my shield and fall broken and harmleaa 
at my feet 

Mr. Hall of Randolph, I offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That hereafter all amendments 
and propositions proposed in this Conven- 
tion shall be voted for in the order in which 
they are presented, and no member shall 
speak more than five minutes on any propo- 
sition, nor more than once. 

Carried unanimously. 

The Peesident. The question now is on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
%U Louis. 

Mr. Drake. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Allen (in explanation of his vote). I 
came here with the idea that the Convention 
would pass an ordinance of emancipation, but 
without subroittine: it to the people ; and had 
the Convention adopted tliat of the gf ntleman 
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from St. Louis (Mr. Drake's), or either of the 
others similar in principle, I should have been 
in favor of a non-sobmission ; but seeing the 
conflicting views of gentlemen here upon this 
subject, and believing it to be so throughout 
the country, and knowing that many among 
my constituents and in my county are clamor- 
ing for immediate emancipation, I am now dis- 
posed to vote for the proposition to submit this 
question to the people in November next, be- 
lieving it will give most satisfaction to the peo- 
ple. I shall therefore vote aye. 

Mr. Hitchcock (in explanation of his vote). 
I have desired to aid in carrying out some prac- 
ticable and wise scheme of emancipation ; but 
I fully believe, that, if the ordinance be lub- 
mitted to the people, the several features of 
the plan are such as to make it almost certain 
that by a combination of parties of entirely 
different views it will be defeated, and I am 
not willing to take action which will prevent 
any result from the labors of this body. In 
order to prevent further trouble, I shall vote 
no. 

Mr. Sol. Smith (in explanation of his vote). 
Yesterday I voted against the adoption of this 
amendment. A reconsideration having been 
carried, I now vote for it, and in doing so feel 
impelled to state the reasons for changing my 
▼ote. I have always been willing to trust the 
people ; but when I saw, or thought I saw, a 
disposition on the part of a portion of our mem- 
bers to defeat emancipation because they could 
not have exactly their own way in framing the 
ordinance, — that they seemed determined oven 
to go before the people and urge the rejection 
of any ordinance not framed by themselves, 
thus uniting with pro-slavery men to defeat 
emancipation,-»with the lights I then had be- 
fore me I voted against the amendment author- 
izing a submission of the ordinance to a vote 
of the people for approval or rejection, fearing 
its rejection by the combination alluded to of 
pro-slavery men — men who are honestly op- 
posed to all emancipation, and those members 
who profess to be strong emancipationists, 
while they have steadily voted against all plans 
but those proposed by themselves. 

I have reflected on this matter very seriously 
since the vote was taken on this amendment 
yesterday, and have come to the cooclusion 
that our radical friends, after doing all they 
can to make the ordinance under consideratiop 
as nearly perfect as possible, or as nearly in 
accordance with their views as they can, will 
Tote for it on its passage^ and not only that, 



-but will go before the people and advocate its 
acceptance. I cannot believe, Mr. President, 
that thoroughgoing emancipationists, as those 
members profess to be, will stultify themselves 
by eventually voting against the only measure 
of emancipation which can be passed by this 
Convention. I therefore vote for submitting 
our work to the people, and hope to see the 
name of my colleague (Mr. Drake) recorded 
in favor of the ordinance of emancipation, to« 
gather with the names of the dozen and a half 
who seem to follow him in his opposition to 
every measure he does not favor ; and I shall 
expect to see that gentleman, and other gen- 
tlemen who profess to be emancipationists of 
the most radical stripe, doing yeoman service 
on the stump in defending the action of the 
Convention. 

If I should be mistaken in this ; if, instead 
of voting for this ordinance, these gentlemen 
join the opponents of all emancipation in vot- 
ing agaiost the only emancipation measure that 
can be passed here; if, after doing all they cad 
to defeat emancipation in this Convention, they 
go before the people and oppose the ordinance 
which we shall pass, (for it will be passed 
even if they withhold their eai.ction,) let me 
make a prediction — and I make it a eetpoff to 
the many predictions made by my cull«ague 
during this session : If the radical gentlemen 
vote against this ordinance — against emanci- 
pation in the only form in vdiich it can be had 
— they may expect to be politically buried 

" Certain Mbmu in the earth, 
And deeper than did trer plonunet soond.'* 

There's a line of Shakspear for you, gentle* 
men, which seems to fit your case. I vote ay«« 

The amendment being put to the vote, the 
result was— ayes, 37 1 noes, 41. 

Mr. Gantt. I move to reconsider the vote 
last taken, and lay the motion on the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. HovoH. I move to amend by adding 
to the ordinance an additional section, as foU 
lows: 

** Section 7. Before any slave shall be 
manumitted nnder this ordinance, the own- 
er thereof shall be paid a reasonable com- 
pensation for such slave, out of money to 
be collected for that purpose by taxes to be 
levied upon all taxable property except 
slaves; and it shall be the duty of the 
General Assembly to make provision by 
law for giving effect to this ordinance.^' 
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Mr. Drakb. I call for the ayei and noes. 

The amendment wat put to the vote, and 
negatived as follows— ayes, 35 ; noes, 42. 

Mr. CoMiNGo. I offer the following amend- 
ment : 

''After the passage of this ordinance, no 
slave in this State shall be subject to Statd, 
county or municipal taxes.'^ 

By way of explanation 1 would say, that, 
by the terms of the ordinance we have passed, 
we are depriving a class of men of a certain 
amount of property in their slaves. It is ad- 
mitted on all hands, that we cannot make ade- 
quate compensation at present i I think, there- 
fore, we ought to go as far as possible in 
relieving the masters in respect to that kind 
of property.* 

Mr. Birch. Though I contend, on princi- 
ple, that all taxation should be equal, yet as 
the measure passed deprives to many loyal 
citizens of their most valuable property, I 
«hall vote for this measure of justice. 

Mr. Drakb. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The question being put, it wat carried as 
follows — ayes, 51 ; noes, 27. 

Mr. HouoH. 1 move to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and that the motion be laid upon 
the table. 

Carried. 

Mr. MoxLXT. I beg to submit the follow* 
ing amendment to the ordinance: 

§ 1. All slaves bom previous to the first 
January, eighteen hundred and sixty- five, 
shall remain slaves during their natural 
lives, and all slaves bom after that time to 
remain slaves until they arrive at the age 
of twenty- one years. 

§ 2. That it shall be the duty of the 
Legislature to pass an act so as to author- 
ize the county courts throughout the State 
to appoint a county commissioner in each 
county throughout the State, whose duty it 
•hall be to hire out said slaves made free 
by this act for the term of three years after 
they shall have arrived at the age of twen- 
ty-one, in order to create a sufficient fund 
for their deportation to some colony^ and 
to give them an outfit after they arrive at 
their destination. 

§ 3. Said commissioner to give bond and 
good security for all moneys that may come 
into bis hands arising from the hire of said 
slaves^ as well as for the faithful discharge 



of his duty; said bond to be approved of by 
the county courts transacting county busi- 
ness; and that said commissioner be re- 
quired to pay over annually all moneys that 
may come into his hands into the State 
Treasury, in order that the said money may 
be appropriated for the purpose above men- 
tioned. 

§ 4, And that the foregoing ordinance be 
submitted to the voters of this State at the 
general election to be held in November, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, for their 
ratification or rejection. 

Mr. Meter. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. Satrb. The plan proposed is In its es* 
sential features the same that Mr. Clay recom- 
mended to the peopl«of Kentucky in the winter 
of 1848-9, and it is what 1 should now be most 
happy to see carried out in Missouri. Such a 
measure as this provides for the real needs of 
the slaves, and, instead of turning them loose 
upon society, to be a burden to the State, it 
prepares them for liberty, and they are taken 
to a place where their comforts and wants will 
be secured. It is well known that Mr. Clay 
was what you would now call an emancipation- 
ist, or an abolitionist; for in Richmond, Virgi* 
nia, he proposed anti-slavery resolutions, some 
of which were stringent enough to suit Wor* 
cester in Massachusetts. In 1849 his views 
remained unchanged, and he recommended to 
Missouri that we should adopt some such meas- 
ure as that now proposed. It was hit life-long 
wish to remove the system of slavery, and he 
labored to the extent of his ability to accom- 
plish this end in the border States. I suppose 
no person was better able to form a correct 
opinion and to arrive at just conclusions upon 
this subject, and certainly no one could have 
been more sincerely in earnest than Mr. Clay. 
I hope, therefore, the measure proposed will 
meet with the approval of this Convention. 

The amendment being put to the vote, it wat 
negatived as follows— ayes, 23 ; noes, 51. 

Mr. Holt. I desire to submit the fol* 
lowing — 

Amend by striking out section two, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following : 

^^ On and after the first day of November, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, slavery 
and involuntary servitude, except for the 
punishment of crime, shall not exist in this 
State, save as herein provided. All per- 
sons held as slaves in this State on that 
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day shall then cease to be slaves for life, 
and they and their issue thereafter born 
shall be the servants of their owners thence- 
forward until the fourth day of Jnly^ 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, when 
they shall be free ; and between the said 
named dates, such servants shall not be 
removed by their owners beyond the limits 
of the State, but the right to their services 
during the said period may be transferred 
to any person living in this State ; and the 
General Assembly shall make such laws as 
may be necessary and proper touching the 
relation of master and servant in such 
cases, so as to secure to such masters the 
enjoyment of such service, and to such 
servants humane and proper treatment.^' 

Mr. Drakk. I call for the ayes and noes. 

The amendment having been put, it was 
negatived as follows — ayes, 27 i noes, 48. 

Mr. DuvALL. I beg to offer the following 
amendment : 

Amend by striking out all after section 
one, and insert the following : 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary 
aervitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri from 
and after the fourth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, according to the 
provisions hereinafter provided, to wit : 
All slaves over forty years of age, on the 
said fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy, shall remain slaves for and 
during their lives ; and all slaves under 
twelve years of age at said fourth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and seventy, shall 
remain slaves until they arrive at the ago 
of twenty-four years, respectively ; and 
those of all other ages shall remain slaves 
on til the fourth day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-six. 

Sec. 3. No law imposing restrictions 
upon the sale of slaves in this State, or the 
removal of slaves from this State, shall be 
passed by the Legislature at any time prior 
to the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-six. 

Sec. 4. No future assessments of slave 
property shall be made in this State, and 
taxes now assigned against said property 
shall not be collected. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have 



no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

Mr. Metba. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. DuvALL. The rthtfon that the amend* 
ment bears to the ordinaDce before the House 
will be very clearly seen. The amendment in- 
troduced by the gentleman from St. Louis, 
(Mr. Broadbead,) fixed the year 1870 as the 
period at which slavery should cease; and 
fixes a period thereafter for servitude — thoss 
over forty to be servants for life ; those under 
twelve to be servants till they are twentv-three | 
aad those over twelve to be servants till 1876b 
Now there is an essential difference between 
that proposition and the one now before the 
House ; for to say that the slave shall be free 
at forty, but shall remain under the control of 
the master, is doing some injustice to the slave. 
I think it is better to make the owner keep 
him as a slave while be lives, and this courss 
is more likely to avoid all difficulty and vexa* 
tion. This proposition says slavery and invoK 
untary servitude shall cease on the f ouvth July^ 
1870, in the manner set forth, to wit : thoss 
over forty shall remain slaves for life ; thoss 
under twelve on fourth July, 1870, till they 
are twenty*four years of age; and thoss of 
other ages till fourth July, 1876. The other 
provisions declare that the Legislature shall 
have no power to pass laws restricting the sale 
of slaves or their descendants out of the State 
at any time prior to 1876 ; because in this 
provision it gives the master control over all 
till 1876. I need to say nothing with respect 
to section four, save that if you are going to 
take the slave property away from the own* 
ers, it is but right that that property should be 
free from taxation. 

On being put to the vote, this motion was 
negatived, as follows : Ayes, 25 ; noes, 49. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I offer the following 
amendment: Strike out from section two 
** provided, however,** and all the words there* 
after following to the end of the section. 

It is well known that I have supported and 
advocated early emancipation with appren- 
ticeship, but I think 1870 too late a period ts 
add a system of apprentieeiAtip to it. 

Mr. McTBS. I call for the ayes and noes. 

Mr. BiacR. I voted the other day against 
the apprenticeship system, and against the 
amendment which cut down 1876 to 1868 with 
apprenticeship, giving my reasons for having 
them slaves for life as long as they remain 
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among us. I voted for the propoiition of the 
gentleman from Lincoln, which provided for 
their deportation, and I now vote against this 
becauae it proposes to free them in 1870 and 
leave them amongst os. 

^r^ Bnaii. I shall vote for this amendment. 
True it strike oat a system of servitude which 
I favored, but I favored it only in connection 
with immediate emancipation, and I proposed 
it in my own ordinance no further than up 
to the year 1870. I am glad to have an 
opportunity of voting for this amendment, 
which ends slavery in 1870, a proposition for 
which we were never before allowed to vote 
without a system of servitude up to 1874 or 
1876 being attached thereto. This seemed to 
be at first the favorite plan with many members ; 
1 hope they will not vote against it now. 

Mr. Foster. Ton will remember, sir, that 
when I voted for the amendment of the gen^ 
Qeman from St. Louis, 1 did so under protest 
against the system of apprenticeship that was 
attached to the date 1870. I desire to have 
1870 ; but whatever date this body may fix 
upon, if it be as late as 1875 or 1876, whenever 
emancipation takes place, I want slavery and 
involuntary serfitude to cease. I do not wish 
to pretend to do a thing and yet not do it. I 
do not regard this amendment as amounting to 
anything in point of fact. • 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. When the com- 
mittee was acting on the subject of emancipa- 
tion, I concurred with the majority of that 
committee in their report for 1876. 1 was 
opposed to that period ; I was in favor of a 
longer one, but I was induced to concur in that 
because they in return made concessions to me. 
It was a compromise, and I labored earnestly 
to induce gentlemen to vote for the ordinance 
as reported, and thus obtain that union of ac- 
tion necessary to carry the measure. Al- 
though I was opposed to it, I yielded, hoping and 
.expecting that other gentlemen who were not 
in favor of some of its features would make 
like concessions.^ I vote ao. 

Mr. Hitchcock. I wish to asik the gentle- 
man from Randolph if he has understood from 
«e that I was directly or indirectly bound to 
support the proposition of the comnittee? 



Mr. HalIm I know of nothing to impli- 
cate tlie gentleman from St Louis. 

Mr. Howbix. After it was ascertained 
that probably the ordinance as reported by 
the committee would not be passed, and to 
prevent its entirely failing, and for tbi? Con* 
vention to dissolve without doing anything, and 
believing there might be some measure that 
this Convention might harmonize upon, I yes- 
terday evening offered a modification of the 
committee's report, and a vote was about to 
be taken, when I was earnestly desired by 
the gentleman from St Louis (Mr. Broad- 
head) to withdraw it and permit his to ba 
offered as a compromise, on which the Con- 
vention might agree. 

Mr. Broadhbad. I am in favor of 1870, 
but I wish the Convention to accomplish 
something, and I am opposed to throwing 
this whole thing into confusion. I shall 
vote HO. 

Mr. HowBLL. I hope other gentlemen will 
act in the same spirit of concession and com- 
promise j if gentlemen do, we shall accom- 
plish something i if they do not, it is proba- 
ble we shall fail to accomplish anything. I 
warn gentlemen not to strike this proviso out — 
not in the spirit of menace at all ; and I say 
''warn," only because I believe if they vote 
this proposition down, it will be the means 
of defeating any measure that may hereafter 
be proposed. 

The question being pat to the vote, it was 
negatived, as follows : Ayes, 23 ; noes, 50. 

Mr. Wblch. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The question being "shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?'' it was' decided in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. Broadhbad. If it be in order, I now 
move that the ordinance, as amended, be 
printed, and made the special order for to- 
morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 

Carried. 

Mr. BracH. I beg to present a substitute, 
to be made the special order for to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Brbckinridob, tbe Con« 
vention adjourned to meet on Wednesday, at 
8 o'clock. 
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FIFTEENTH DAY. 



JBFFBR80H CiTT, 

Wednesday, July Ist, 1868. 

ConTention met at 8 o'clock. 

President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed 
with. 

Mr. Lovo asked and obtained leave to record 
his rote in the negative on the proposition of 
Mr. Drake, on the subject of referring the 
ordinance of emancipation to the people. 

Mr. HouoH. I move to reconsider the vote 
providing compensation for the slaves freed 
by the emancipation ordinance. 

Mr. Gaittt. I rise to a point of order. 

The Prbsidikt. The question is on recon- 
sidering the vote providing for compensation. 

Mr. Drakb. I ask for the reading of the 
amendment. 

Mr. Hough's amendment was read by the 
aerk. 

Mr. Gantt. I move to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

Motion adopted. 

Mr. Brkckihjudob. I beg to state that I 
have prepared, and have in my pocket, some 
resolutions, which, if the ordinance now under 
consideration be adopted, I shall offer, praying 
Congress to make suitable compensation to 
loyal slave owners who, under its provisions, 
■hall lose their slaves. 

On Mr. Hough's amendment being put to 
the vote, the result was— ayes, 46 ; noes, 81. 

Mr. BiROH. I ask the Clerk to read the 
tabstitute for the ordinance of emancipation I 
presented yesterday. 

8UB8TITUTB 70B THB ORDIHANOB HOW 
PBMDINO. 

In order to ascertain the sense of the 
people in respect to the institution of do- 
mestic slavery^ 

H U ordained by the Convmtion qf the 

StuU of Mimourif os follows : 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 

«ierks ol the seroral ooonty oourts in this 

State, to i&serl in th« poll books for th« 



first election which shall be held after the 
restoration of peace, a column headed 
*^ emancipation/' and an - djoining column 
headed " anti-emancipat ion ;'* and to make 
returns to the Secretary of State of the 
number of votes given for each proposition. 

Sec. 2. If a majority of the votes thus 
given shall be in favor of emancipation^ it 
shall be the duty of the Governor to ap- 
point, by proper public proclamation, that 
on a day to be therein designated, (and not 
to exceed one hundred days from the date 
of said proclamation,) an election will be 
holden in each Senatorial District for the 
purpose of electing delegates therefrom to 
a State Convention. 

Sec. 3. Each Senatorial District shall be 
entitled to elect a number of delegates to 
the said Convention equal to the number of 
Senators to which it may be entitled in 
the General Assembly, and the said eleo* 
tioBS shall be held, conducted, and decided 
in the same manner as in the election of 
Senators. 

Sec. 4. The Convention thus elected shall 
have authority to propose amendments to 
the Constitntion of this State in respect to 
the institution of domestic slavery, and to 
submit the same for the ratification or re- 
jection of a majority of the qualified voters 
of the State. If a majority of the votes 
given at an election to be thus provided for, 
shall be in favor of ratifying such amend- 
ments as may be proposed by the said Con- 
vention, they shall become part and parcel 
of the Constitntion ; but if crtherwise, thej 
shall be null and void* 

Sec. 5« The voters in the elections afore- 
saidy and ever afterwards, shall be thus en- 
titled 'to vote nnder the tenth section of 
the Constitution of this Slate. The dele* 
gates to said Convention shall possess the 
qualification of Senators ; and until there 
can be a submission to, and a decision by, 
the people of the State, as provided for in 
this ordibanee, no other action shall be 
takentby any of the authorities thereof. 
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Mr. Babtlett. I call for the ayes and 
noes. 

The substitute of Mr. Birch having been put 
to the Tote, the result was — ayes, 11 ; noes, 62. 

Mr. Calhoun (in explanation of his vote). 
If I could see anything arising from that sub- 
stitute likely to bring peace to our distracted 
country, I would vote for it; but I confess I 
do not. We have been here two weeks, and 
we have not as yet clinched a single nail to- 
wards securing peace; and it appears from 
what we see at present, that by the time peace 
is restored to the State there may not be a ne- 
gro left in the country. I therefore vote no, 

Mr. Orr (in explanation of his vote). Inas- 
much as tills substitute calls for another Con- 
vention, and gives it a power I deny to this, I 
shall vote no. 

Mr. Drake. I desire to offer the following 
substitute for the entire ordinance. It is one 
which relieves this body of any action at all 
upon the subject of emancipation, and refers it 
to the people to take action upon the subject. 

Strike out all after the ordaining clause, 
and insert the following : 

Section 1. An election for delegates to a 
Convention of the people of the State of 
Missouri shall be held at the several places 
of voting in this State on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday of November, eight- 
een hundred and sixty-three, which election 
shall be managed and conducted by the 
sheriffs or other proper officers of the coun- 
ties respectively, in the same manner and 
according to the same rnles and regulations 
as are now prescribed by law for the elec- 
tion of members of the General Assembly. 
The Governor shall issue his proclamation 
to the several sheriff^ of the State immedi- 
ately after the passage of this ordinance, 
requiring them to hold and conduct said 
election according to law. 

Seer. 2. Each Senatorial district, as now 
constituted by law, shall be entitled to elect 
twice as many delegates to said Convention 
as said district is now entitled to members 
in the Senate of this State. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be a member of 
said Convention ^o is not qualified to hold 
& seat in the House of Representatives of 
ihis State, and who has not taken the oat^ 
required by the deoond section of the ordi- 
nance adopted by this Conyention ob the 



^tenth day of June, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-two, entitled ^^An ordinance defining 
the qualifications of voters and civil officers 
in this State." 

Sec. 4. The qualifications of voters at said 
election shall be such as are now prescribed 
by the Constitution of this State and the 
ordinance referred to in the next preceding 
section. 

Sec. 5. The delegates elected under the 
provisions of this ordinance shall assemble 
at Jefferson City on the last Tuesday of 
December next, and may proceed to amend 
and change the Constitution of this State, 

Sec. 6. In cases of contested elections to 
said Convention, the contending candidates 
shall pursue the same course and be gov- 
erned by the same rules as are now pre- 
scribed by law in relation to contested 
elections for members of the General As- 
sembly, and the Convention shall be the 
judge of all such contested elections. 

Sec. 7. In case of vacancies occurring in 
said Convention, by death, resignation, re- 
moval from the State, or otherwise, the 
same shall be filled in the same manner as 
now prescribed by law for filling vacancies 
in the General Assembly. 

Sec. 8. At the .time and places of holding 
said election of delegates to said Conven- 
tion, the qualified voters shall vote by bal- 
lot on the subject of emancipation of slaves 
in this State. The ballots shall have writ- 
ten or printed on them the words, "for 
emancipation," or, ^^ against emancipa- 
tion ; " and the judges and clerks of the 
election shall make return of the votes so 
given, along with those for delegates ; and 
the number of votes so given for and against 
emancipation shall be certified by the clerks 
of the county courts of the several counties 
to the office of the Secretary of State, along 
with the votes given for delegates. On the 
first day of December next, the Secretary 
of State shall, in the presence of the Qoy- 
ernor, proceed to cast up the votes return- 
ed for and against emancipation ; and the 
Governor shall, by proclamation, annonnee 
the result. If a majority of all the votes 
given in relation to emancipation be against 
emancipation, '^e Convention anthorised 
by this ordinance to be elected shall not be 
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held at any time ; but if a majority of all 
of said Totes shall be for emancipatioD^ 
then the said Convention shall convene at 
the time and place designated in the fifth 
section of t}ii8 ordinance^ and proceed to 
amend the Constitution of this Stats. 

Sec. 9. The said Convention shall have 
no power to pass any ordinance or do any 
act touching the relations of this State with 
the United States, or any of them, or to 
legislate on any subject upon which the 
General Assembly now has power to legis- 
late. 

Sec. 10. The General Assembly shall ap- 
propriate money to defray the expenses of 
said Convention, if it should be held ; and 
in default thereof, the said Convention 
m|iy, by ordinance, appropriate the same. 

Sec 11. The delegates to said Conven- 
tion shall receive the same compensation 
as that now allowed by law to members of 
the General Assembly. 

Mr. Drake. I have simply to say, sir, that, 
in my opinion^ it is vastly better, more consist, 
ent with the peace of the State, and more likely 
to get a fair expression of the will of the peo- 
ple in regard to the subject of emancipation, 
for this Convention to refer the whole matter 
back to the people ; and when the people pass 
upon the question of emancipation or no eman- 
cipation, and at the same time elect delegates 
who will reflect their wishes directly upon this 
subject, then let those delegates come together, 
» as agents of the people, and do what the peo- 
ple call upon them and appoint them to do. 
This body, as 1 have frequently remarked, was 
not, with the exception of eleven members, 
elected with reference to this question. The 
gentlemen who were elected two years and 
four months ago, with special reference to 
another qaestlon, are now taking upon them- 
selves the responsibility of acting upon this 
•object. If the ordinance passes that is now 
before the Convention, much will be accom^ 
plished towards putting the State in a condition 
of quietnde and peace, by referring the qoes- 
tioD back to the people, to let them decide, 
fairly and openly, upon the question of eman- 
cipation or no emancipation. I have from the 
Armt to the last insisted upon the people being 
beard in this great transaction, and from the 
first to the last my efforts have been futile. 
I znake one more effort to refer this qaestlon 
to tbe people, that they, through their ebostn 
28 



agents here, may decide this momentous ques- 
tion. 
Mr. Metsb. f call for the ayes and noes. 
The question being put to the vote, it was 
negatived as follows : Ayes, 19 ; noes, 61. 

Mr. Birch (in explanation of hi? vote). 
More than tv o months ago, when the Governor 
first issued a call to this Convention, tbe idea 
now expressed by my colleague was advocated 
by myself in public print, and mentioned to 
several members of this Convention. I could 
not harmonize in my mind the former action 
of this Convention and tbe former expressions 
of our worthy Governor with any other action 
of ihU Convention, and concluded that the only 
wise course would be to call a new Convention. 
I came here with these views, and so expressed 
them to various friends here, to try to bring the 
subject before this Convention ; I feel, there- 
fore, compelled to vote for this proposition, 
which will refer this question to the direct 
action of the people. 

Mr. Sol. Smith (in explanation of his vote). 
I believe it to ba-the sentiments of my constitu- 
ents, that we shall pass an ordinance that shall 
be a finality on this question. We have such 
an ordinance before us, which I intend to vote 
.for. If that fails, I shall with pleasure vote 
for the ordinance of my colleague. I vote no, 

Mr. Stewart (in explanation of his vote). 
I shall vote aye. 1 believe now as I have al- 
ways believed, that this Convention is not a 
proper exponent of the public sentiment of the 
people, and shall therefore vote to refer the 
matter to them. 

Mr. Broadhcad. I offer the following: 
After the word " men," in the tenth line, in- 
sert, ** for tbe purpose of securing tiie posses- 
sion and services of the same"; also strike 
out the words " or her,*' in the twelfth line. 

Carried. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph. I wish to ask if 
sections 9, 4 and 5 have been passed upon? 

The President. The ordinance is to be 
considered and voted upon as an entirety, sub- 
ject to such amendments as may be adopted. 

Mr. Howell. I move to insert, in the 2d 
section, the word *Mate" before the word 
<* owners " j after " owners," 1 suggest to in- 
sert " their representatives or assigns." 

Carried. 

The President. The question is now on 
the final passage of the ordinance. No further 
amendments are in order. 
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Mr. Sol. Smitb. As the vote about to be 
taken is to decide the destinies of Missouri, so 
far as the institution of slavery is concerned | 
and as the date fixed upon in the ordinance is 
the one proposed by me, as a compromise, 
more than a week ago, and this morning adopt- 
ed on my motion, I venture to detain the Con- 
vention, at this solemn moment, for a portion 
of the five minutes allowed to each member, to 
make an appeal to those members who have 
considered it their duty heretofore to vote 
against all measures except their own, and to 
take a stand on certain dates, and there remain 
immovable. 

- It has been said, Mr. President, by one of 
my colleagues, who may be considered the 
leader of the " Immediates,'' (Mr. Drak«>,) 
that slavery U dead already, and we have come 
here to bury it! If so, I now most cordially 
invite my friends of the Radical faith to attend 
the funeral, for it is about to take place. I 
want them, as they claim to be the best, if not 
the exclusive, friends of emancipation, to act 
as pall-bearers, and carry the corpse to its 
grave. But if they now vote against this ordi- 
nance of emancipation — the only one that can 
pass this body — they will occupy the position 
of chief mourners 1 

Leaving these gentlemen to choose their po- 
sition at the funeral, I ask every member to 
consider the important act we are about to 
perform. The great State of Missouri, with- 
out assistance from Congress, or from any 
other quarter, decrees emancipation of her 
slaves. At great sacrifice of feeling and in- 
terest, those representing the slaveholders seem 
willing to give up all prejudices in favor of the 
<< peculiar institution,^' and join in this great 
work. I vote for this ordinance as a finality | 
as settling forever the question of emancipa- 
tion in the State. We ask the << Immediates " 
to join in the good work, and thus end this 
pestilent agitation, and permit the promised 
prosperity to begin. I claim that those who 
vote against this ordinance - are not sincere 
emancipationists ; they do not desire emanci- 
pation, but are determined to keep up the agi- 
tation of the question for purposes of their 
own, and which are detrimental to the true 
interests of the State. 1 except from this con- 
demnation those pro-slavery members who 
honestly take part again&t any system of eman- 
cipation. We know where to find them. But I 
say that this vote will determine who are /or 
and who agay%&i emancipation. Those who vote 
^ no'^ must hereafter be considered anti-eman- 



cipationists. The car of emancipation is about 
to start All emancipationists will come on 
board novj, or they will inevitably be left 
behind. 

Mr. Dbake. We are going over broken 
bridges, and the passengers that do not get on 
are better left behind. 

EXPLANATION OF VOTES. 

Mr. Bakes. Although I have been Toting, 
and voting in good faith, with those who were 
in favor of mure immediate emancipation, it is 
clearly seen that we could not succeed. I am 
now willing and can conscientiously vote for 
the present ordinance. The most radical of 
men ought to be satisfied that slavery is doomed 
to speedy extinction in this State. I feel as- 
sured that this measure will be satisfactory to 
those of our friends of the free States who are 
contemplating settling here, and lam convinced 
that this ordinance will be favorably regarded 
by the majority of the people of this SUle. I 
am therefore constrained to vote aye, 

Mr. Bast. J am entirely opposed to Inter- 
ference with slavery at the present time; It 
has resulted in agitation and disturbance un- 
necessarily. I cannot look upon this ordinance 
as a peace measure under any circumstances, 
nor do I believe that this Convention has the 
right or the power to pass it ; consequently I 
am constrained to vote no, 

Mr. BoNNirxELD. I came here for the par- 
pose of doing what 1 could to allay the excite* 
meat and agitation in this State on the subject 
of slavery, and to endeavor, if possible, to aid 
in passing an emancipation ordinance that « 
would be satisfactory to the majority of the 
loyal citizens of Missouri. I came here, Mr. 
President, with a determination not to vote for 
any emancipation measure which was not to 
be submitted to the people for their ratification 
or rejection, and I have been surprised to hear 
remarks of gentlemen upon this floor upon this 
subject While they tell as, as the Governor 
has told us in his message, that peace and quiet 
reign in the State of Missoori, or so much so 
that the people could vote upon any question 
in which they felt interested without hindrance 
and without creating diificnlty and trouble} 
when it comes to a vote on the question oC 
emancipation, they tell os it cannot be done, 
except at the point of the bayonet, and that 
the polls most be gtuirded by the bayonet. I 
hope that^while this rebellion lasts, and rebels 
are in the country, whose haiids are red inrith 
the bbod of their fellow-men—- the polls maj 
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be fi^arded by the bajonet, if necessary, to 
prevent these men from voting upon tiny ques- 
tion whatever. They have no rig^t to vote 
upon any question that may be brought before 
the people; both justice and policy dictate 
such a course. 1 tell gentlemen of the Con« 
vention, that, if they do not submit this ques- 
tion of emancipation to the people^ their voice 
will be heard in tones that will not admit of 
denial. I tell gentlemen that they will be 
heard, and you have no right to deprive them 
of the privilege ; and I aay, further, that this 
ordinance is not such a one as the loyal people 
want, and they will not cease to agitate till 
they get such a one as they do want 

Mr. Bush . While I oppose the ordinance 
which we are now voting upon, I nevertheless 
voted for the amendments which were in favor 
of a more speedy emancipation ; but it is against 
my own conviction to vote for the bill in its 
final passage, more especially as it is not to go 
to the people to receive the expression of their 
will. I would have been willing to be the pall- 
bearer at the burial of the corpse of slavery, 
but I am not willing to be the guard, to stand 
watch over the gibbet in which the corpse 
hangs suspended for twenty more years. Nine- 
teen votes, given in favor of the ordinance in- 
troduced this morning (Mr. Drake's), told you 
that yon should have consented to submit this 
matter to the people. I pray gentlemen to re- 
member the votes of the nineteen; for my pre- 
diction is that they declared the voice of the 
people— a voice that Will yet startle gentlemen 
by the loud thunder of its tone, as it proclaims 
the inalienable right of a free people. I vote no. 

Mr. DuvALL. Knowing, as I do, the will of 
my constituents upon this question, I am bound 
to vote no. 

Mr. FoiTBR. I have been opposed, as this 
Convention will bear me wltneis, to the passage 
of any measure of emancipation ^at was not 
to be submitted to the people, and I have la- 
bored to the extent of my ability to accomplish 
that desirable end, but in vain. I do not Hke 
the features of the measure now befefe the 
House in many respects. But I came here, 
determined, if possible, to pass tome scheme 
of emancipation, believing, as I do, that ii is 
not only desirable, bnl neceHary, that some 
scheme of emancipation should be cOtts«m- 
mated ; and believing that the only scheme 
possible was one that woqHI have to be agreed 
to inr the spirit of compromise and eoneeesion, 
and believing that this scheme is the best that 



can possibly be obtained under existing cir- 
cumstances, I cheerfully give my vote, in hope 
of securing to Missouri the peace and prosperity 
which it is the object of this ordinance to give. 
I therefore vote aye, 

Mr. Howell. I am impelled, from a deep- 
seated conviction of my duty under existing 
circumstances, to make a sacrifice I never de- 
sired or expected to be called upon to make, 
i am induced to vote for the ordinance now 
under consideration, hoping that if slavery it- 
self is lost, property and society will, to some 
extent, be saved. I therefore vote aye, 

Mr. Jackson. I came to this Convention to 
do all I could for emancipation at the earliest 
possible period ; such were the instructions of 
my constituents, and 1 have acted in accord- 
ance .with them. In the full conviction that 
the ordinance proposed is the best that can be 
obtained under present tircumstantes, and 
feeling I have no right to dictate to loyal, 
Union men here, I shall vote aye, 

Mr. EiDD. I came here determined to do 
whatever I thought was for the best interest of 
the people of the State, and to be governed by 
the best lights before me. Satisfied, however, 
that this subject of emancipation was one of 
profound interest, not only to the people of this 
State, but to the United States, — so profound 
in all its bearings, that I must confess my dif- 
fidence and inability to lay hold of it, — and not- 
withstanding the great difBculties the subject 
presents, I bad made up my mind to vote for 
three distinct propositions upon the subject of 
emancipation : First, to vote for an ordinance 
of a gradual character; secondly, for compen- 
sation to the loyal owners of slaves ; and, third- 
ly, for submitting whatever action we might 
take to a vote of the people of the State. 

The ordinance now under consideration, and 
upon its final ratification or rejection, does not 
meet my views fully ; but, believing it is the 
best we can do, I shall concur. A mtgority has 
seen proper to refuse submitting it to a vote of 
the people, as well as compensation to loyal 
owners. I wanted the ordinance submitted to 
the people, because of the law under which this 
Convention was called, as well as on account 
of the importance of submitting it tu the peo- 
ple for their sanction or rejection. Compensa- 
tion to loyal owners waa sustained in my own 
mind upon the grounds that private property 
should not be surrendered for the public good 
without a reasonable compensation; and. In 
this instance especially, under view of all the 
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circumstances surrounding the loyal slave 
owners of Missouri, I am well sattsfled they 
should have been allowed by the State a 
reasonable remuneration. 

Upon the subject of 8ubmitt]\ig to the people 
whatever we might do, I thought it nothing 
but justice to the people, bb well as justice to 
the subject, that it be left with them for final 
acUon. I felt that great responsibility rested 
on this body, and especially upon one so humble 
as myself. And, permit me to say in conclu- 
sion, that whatever errors I may have commit- 
ted in this, as in all other action of mine in this 
body, I hope it will be attributed to the head 
and not the heart. Sincerely hoping that, 
should this ordinance pass, it will be concurred 
in by all for the peace, prosperity and harmony 
of the people of the State, I vote aye. 

Mr. Lbbper. I do not wish it understood 
that my vote on this question is influenced by 
opposition to slavery in the abstract ; but my 
wish is to act upon this question in such a man- 
ner as to bring peace and quietude to our State 
as speedily as possible. There can be no ques- 
tion that this rebellion is destroying the value 
of slave property, and the best thing we can do 
is to put an end to it as soon as possible. I do 
not wish to rob any man, or do any man an in- 
jury ; but I wish to do the State a good. I wish 
to act in such a way as will benefit the largest 
number, and in that view of the case I cannot 
consent to the withholding of this ordinance from 
^ the people. I believe that, in refusing to submit 
this ordinance, we are not acting in a way to 
restore peace and harmony to the State, and 
which an ordinance passed by us should do. I 
am bound to use my own judgment in this mat- 
ter, and though, in opposing this ordinance, 
I am voting against some who are my most re- 
spected friends, still, believing that it is my 
duty, I vote no, 

Mr. Long. I had f uUy hoped that some or- 
dinance would, ere this, have been accepted 
that would come nearer to my convictions of 
what was best and most desirable imder ex- 
isting circumstances ; but as this appears to be 
the best that we can obtain, I shall vote aye, 

Mr. Mbtbb. I regret exceedingly that I 
caDDot, on this occasion, vote with the minor- 
ity of the Union men in tiiis Convention, with 
whom I have heretofore acted on most of the 
ordinances that have been introduced. At our 
session in June last, I voted to return our au*> 
thority to the people. I yoted against the con- 
tinning hi power of our present Frorisional 



Government. I desired, sir, to return the trust 
that the people had imposed on us. I have felt, 
sir, that this Convention does not at present re- 
flect the views of the emancipation party in 
Missouri. I expressed myself to that ef- 
fect previous to the calling of this Convention, 
and I have seen nothing since that has led me 
to change my mind. I have done everything 
in my power, and voted upon every proposition 
that has come before this body at the present 
session, to refer this subject to the people. The 
majority here have seen proper not to concur 
in that view. For that reason, I must vote no. 
I think, sir, the time has arrived when we 
should surrender our power to the people. 

Mr. PoxBROT. I desire to say, sir, that I 
vote for this ordinance with feelings of the 
deepest satisfaction, and regard this as one of 
the noblest acts of my lifb. I vote aye. 

Mr. Prewitt. I am not an emancipation- 
ist; but I shall vote In favor of this ordinance 
because I believe such a course will, under ex- 
isting circumstances, be approved by the ma- 
jority of the constituents whom I have the 
honor to represent. I vote aye. 

Mr. RiTCHET. Ever since this war was 
inaugurated, I have been of opinion that sla- 
very could not long exist In the State of Mis- 
ouri. I believe^ sir, that the firing of the first 
gun at Sumter was the death-knell of slavery, 
and I have ever since believed that it would be 
to the advantage of Missouri to adopt some 
system of emancipation ; I therefore labored 
last winter, whilst in the Legislature, to get 
amendments to the Constitution^ by which sla- 
very would terminate in 1890. Such a meas- 
ure would have put this question where I 
think it should go, namely, before the people ; 
and it would have rested with them to hav« 
accepted or rejected the measure $ but it was 
not thus to be accomplished. We have been 
called together for the purpose of disposing of 
this question of so much importance to our 
State, but I feel it is a stretch of power ; I felt 
so when this Convention was called together | 
I felt a delicacy in acting upon this question , 
considering we were elected over two years 
ago, when this was not the question at is- 
sue s still these are extraordinary times, nnd 
admit possibly of this exercise of power on 
our part I am therefore willing to shoulder 
the responsibility, believing that the adoption 
of this ordinance #01 tend to the peace and 
prosperity of oar State. I therefore wote 
ays. 
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Mr. Ross. I regret, sir, that oq the present 
occasion I shall have to differ with many con- 
servative i^entlemen on this floor. I am bound, 
sir, to vote against this proposition, but not 
because I am opposed to emancipation. I am 
/or emancipation, sir, when It can be effected 
upon principles of justice and humanity, but in 
the present ordinance I have not been able to 
discover these features. I regard it as an act of 
injustice to the slave owner, because it deprives 
him of his property without compensation, and 
without any necessity, and in violation of the 
lawi It is an injustice to the slave, because it 
deprives him of protection and of a home, and 
affords him no means of securing support for 
himself. For these reasons I vote no. 

Mr. Satrc. For the satisfaction of those 
to whom I may not have a fitter opportunity, I 
will here explain, Mr. President, that I am 
opposed to this ordinance of emancipation. 
I believe that the step is not such a one as 
will secure peace to this country. I cannot 
regard it in any sense as a peace measure ; on 
the contrary, I think it will tend to strengthen 
our foes. I would like to be in a position to 
say to the Southern States, that, if they return- 
ed to the Union, the property of their citizens 
would be restored and preserved. I believe it 
is injurious to the State to turn 100,000 negroes 
loose amongst us, to remain here perpetually, 
and to invite those who are sent South to come 
here to make this their home. 1 feel assured, 
sir, that immigration will not, under these 
circumstances, flow into Missouri, as some 
gentlemen seem to anticipate ; we shall be dis- 
appointed in this respect. If, then, I have 
these reasons against the proposed ordinance 
of emancipation, why do I mean to vote for it? 
I intend to vote for it, and on my return home 
I shall sustain it to the best of my ability. I 
submit to this, sir, to avoid a far greater evil. 
The history of France during the existence of 
its National Assembly is not, I trust, to be re- 
peated here, with its new tribunals, its new 
rules of evidence, new tests of loyalty and dis- 
loyalty, and new measures of punishment em- 
ployed by those in power. I wish to avoid all 
ibis. Wrt must have law and order : if it be 
necessary to make sacrifices to obtain them. 
let us show ourselves equal to the occasion, 
I therefore vote aye, 

Mr. ScHoriELD. lam instmcted not to vote 
/or any ordinance that does not terminate sla- 
very within five years ; and not to vote for any 
ordinance that does not provide for its submis- 
to the people. I therefore vote no. \ 



Mr. Shexlet. While I have been opposed 
to emancipation, and a few years ago had no 
idea but that I should oppose it to-day, but 
feeling that something must be done, and be- 
lieving this to be the best that can be done for 
the State of Missouri, I shall vote aye, 

Mr. Wblch. I came here, Mr. President, 
like some others who have undertaken to ex- 
plain their votes, expecting and intending to 
oppose all schemes of emancipation. Not be- 
lieving in the wisdom of the call of the Conven- 
tion at this time, it was my purpose, ever since 
the call issued, to remain absent from its ses- 
sion, and the dictates of duty alone and a de- 
sire to do my whole duty prompted me to 
take any part in its deliberations and actions. 
As already remarked, I am opposed on princi- 
ple to all schemes of emancipation; neither 
could I see the necessity nor the propriety of 
agitating or acting upon the question. I can 
perceive no good likely to result from an or- 
dinance of emancipation. The institution of 
slavery is fast disappearing from our State 
through military power. Slaves are being 
stolen and harbored by military men, and no 
security for that species of property anywhere 
remains. What good, then, can I hone to ac- 
complish by aiding in the passage of this or- 
dinance? My own convictions of duty and 
justice strongly demand that I shall oppose it, 
and yet opposition to it will not save the in- 
stitution itself. 

There are certain conditions, Mr. President, 
which I had accepted in my own mind as 
necessary to justify me under any circumstan- 
ces to vote for any proposition of emancipa- 
tion. I voted against a much more favorable 
proposition than this at a former session of 
this body, in obedience to my own convic- 
tions of duty as well as to. what I believed 
to be the sense- of an overwhelming majority 
of my conAtituents. That vote I do not now 
regret but approve. 

One condition upon which I shall consent to 
vote for this ordinance, and without which I 
would not and could not vote ior it, is, that as 
this proposition is in accordance with the re- 
commendation of the President, that he will 
require all Federal officers in this State, both 
civil and military, to protect the people of 
Misj^ourix owning that species of property, in 
all of their rights in relation thereto, during the 
brief period of time designated in this ordi- 
nance. This I rei^ard as vitally essential. If 
the President shall fail, after the enactment of 
this ordinance, to extend the protection indi* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



866 



cated, this ordinance will be a fraud and a 
eheat^ and I shall then always regret that I 
had a hand in its adoption^ and, in my opinion, 
the President will have acted in very bad faith 
to the p(»ople of Missouri if he does not ex- 
tend that protection. This ordinance will 
prove a farce in the absence of that protection. 
1 now say here, that it is in the hope and in 
the belief that the Federal Oovernmenttwill^ 
through its military authorities, extend the ne- 
cessary protection, that I yield my convic- 
tions of duty to convictions of necessity, and 
consent to support the measure as it now 
stands. It is not an ordinance that my 
conscience approves. The assurance of 
those distinguished gentlemen, high in the 
confidence of the Administration, the gentle- 
man from St. Louis (Mr. Broadbead), and 
the gentleman from Pike (Mr. Henderson), 
that the President would, on the passage of 
this ordinance, see that the institution of sla- 
very was protected during tbe brief time 
named, that I have reluctantly consented to 
waive this necessary condition. 

Another condition, by which I had in my 
own mind determined to abide, was, that any 
ordinance of emancipation should be submit- 
ted to the people of the State for their ratifica- 
tion or rejection. I accordingly voted for the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Livingston (Mr. Woolfolk). Since that vote 
was cast, the period at which emincipation is 
to commence has been extended to 1870. This 
extension of time practically removes this ob- 
jection, since it is within the power of the peo- 
ple at the general election in 1^64, 1866, and 
1868, to elect members to the General Assem- 
bly, who can, either through the instrumental- 
ity of a new Convention, or in tbe manner 
designated by the Constitution, repeal this or- 
dinance, which, on its passage, will become a 
part of the fundamental law of the State. This 
extension of time to 1870, it is to be sincerely 
hoped, will carry us beyond the turmoils of 
civil strife, when reason, not passion, will be 
the guide of our destiny, and when our citi- 
zens can, without fear of military dictation 
or power, cast an intelligent vote. 

Another condition, which pressed itself upon 
my mind as necessary to a favorable vote on 
this proposition, was that of compensation, 
and 1 regret exceedingly that this Convention 
saw fit to vote down an amendment having 
that purpose in view. Compf>nsation is clearly 
required by every dictate of justice and right. 
It is said that slavery stands in the way of 



the suppression of the rebellion, and that 
slaves must be taken for the public good. 
While I do not accord to this proposition, for 
one moment, the merit of truth, yet, if it 
were true, it would not militate against the 
proposition I assert ; for, if it be necessary to 
take slaves for the public use and for the pub- 
lic good, then, like any other species of prop- 
erty taken for these purposes, just compensa- 
tion should be awarded. So correct is this prin- 
ciple, that it is made a part of every ore:anic law 
of this land. But, Mr. President, though vt 
have failed in our duty in this regard, yet iJu 
people still may, and, as I think, still ought to, 
through its General Assembly, make the ne- 
cessary provision for this purpose ; and, in the 
hope that a sense of duty may yet provide 
this compensation, I have, though very reluct- 
antly, waived this objection. Tlie voice of 
the people of Missouri mutt be heard yet 
three times before the tenure of slavery is de- 
stroyed by this ordinance, and I can but ex- 
press the hope, nay, the conviction, that they 
will yet do justice and right. 

I have therefore, Mr. President, in view of 
what seems to be tbe great necessities of the 
time?, and for the purpose of preserving the 
institution of slavery in Missouri as long as 
the ordinance will permit it, brought myself, 
very reluctantly and against strong personal 
convictions, and with many misgivings and 
doubts, to vote for this proposition, and let 
the whole question go before the people of 
the State in the manner I have indicated. 

Sir, when I was elected to this body, in 
1861, no man who would have gone before 
the people of my district, advocating meas- 
ures like this, could have received two hun- 
dred votes. There was an almost unanimous 
opposition to any scheme of emancipation ; 
and, sir, up to the pnesent hour, I have not 
been instructed to act in furtherance of such 
a scheme as this. It is true that four mem- 
bers of the Legislature have been elected 
from the four counties of my district, all of 
whom are emancipationists, but I do not re- 
gard this as any fair expression of any change 
in the public mind. When I was elected to 
this body, in 1861. it was by a vote of over 
six thousand, while all four of the members 
of the Legislature from that district received 
altogether, in all four of the counties, but one 
thousand two hundred and seventy-six vofesj 
or only about one of every five of tbe votes^ 
and that too was not the freest election in 
the world. I cannot, therefore, regard their 
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titfction as inatnictions to me in my present 
aetion. 

For the reasons given and for the purpoi>e 
of quieting this intolerable agitation, I have 
concluded to vote for this ordinance, which I 
now do, and therefore record mj vote in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. WooLFOLK. The Convention will bear 
me witness that I have done all in my power 
•to obtain the submission of this ordinance to the 
people at a time when I hoped thoy could have 
had a fair, full vote upon this question. I cannot 
recognize the right of this Convention to pass 
this ordinance without submitting it to the 
people, and I cannot believe that such a policy 
will have the desired efibct in giving quiet to 
the State and suppressing slavery agitation. 
The people have the right to abolish slavery 
if they desire it; they have the right also to 
retain it. It is for them to dispose of this 
question of slavery as they please, and I think 
it useless to endeavor to stifle their voice by 
refusing to submit our ordinance. I shall 
therefore vote no; but, while doing so, I shall 
not cease to hope that your ordinance will have 
the desired effect in restoring peace to our dis- 
tracted people. So far as my feeble influence 
can aid in effecting that object, it shall be 
cheerfully rendered. 

The completed ordinance on which the vote 
was taken was as follows: 

AN ORDINANOB TO PROVIDB FOB CERTAIN 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION AND FOB 
EMANCIPATION OF SLATES. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of 

Missouri in Convention assembled : 
' Section 1. The first and second clauses 
of the twenty-sixth section of the third 
article of the Constitution are herehy abro- 
gated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involunCary 
servitude, except for the punishment of 
crime, shall cease to exist in Missouri on 
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and seventy ; and all slaves within the State 
at that day are hereby declared to be free : 
Provided, hotoevery that all persons eman- 
cipated by this ordinance shall remain 
under the control, and be subject to the 
authority of their late owners, repre- 
sentatives and assigns, as servants, dur- 
ing the following periods, to-wit: those 
over forty years of age, for and during 
their lives ; those under twelve years of age, 



until they arrive at the age of twenty-three 
years; and those of all other ages, until the 
fourth day of July, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-six. The persons, or their legal 
representatives, who, up to the moment of 
emancipation, were the owners of the slaves 
thereby freed, shall, during the period for 
which the services of such freed men are 
reserved to them, have the same authority 
and control over the said freed men, for 
the purpose of securing the possession 
and services of the same, that are now 
held absolutely by the master in respect 
of his slave: Provided, however, that af- 
ter the said fourth day of July, eighteen 
hundred and seventy, no person so held 
to service shall be sold to a non-resident 
of, or removed from, the State of Missouri 
by the authority of his late owner, or his 
legal representative* 

Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter hrought 
into this State, and not now belonging to 
citizens of this State, shall thereupon b« 
free. 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed by consent of 
their owners to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or ordi- 
nance of secession, and hereafter brought 
into this State by their owners, shall there- 
upon be free. 

Sec* 5. The General Assembly shall haye 
no power to pass laws to emancipate slaves 
without the consent of their owners. 

Sec. 6. After the passage of this ordi- 
nance, no slaves in this State shall be sub- 
ject to State, county or municipal taxes* 

The ordinance was passed by the following 
vote: 

Ayes — ^Messrs. Allen, Bass, Bogy, Breck- 
inridge, Bridge, Broadhead, Calhoun, 
Cayce, Comingo, Doniphan, Douglass, 
Frayser, Flood, Foster, Gamble, Gantt, 
Gorin, Hall of R., Henderson, Hitchcock, 
Holmes, Holt, How, Howell, Irwin, Jack- 
son, Johnson, Kidd, Long, Marvin, McCor- 
mack, McDowell, McFerran, McLean, Mox- 
ley, Noell, Pomeroy, Prewitt, Rankin, 
Ritchey, Sayre, Scott, Shackelford of H., 
Shackelford of St. L., Shanklin, Sheelejj 
Smith of L., Smith of St. L., Vanbuskirk, 
Welch, and Woodson — 51. 

NoKS — Messrs. Baker, Bartlett, Bast, 
Birch, Bonnifield, Bush, Deal, Drake of M., 
Drake of St. Louis, Uunn, Duvall, Eitzen, 
Hough, Isbell, Jamison, Leeper, Linden- 
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bower, Matson, McClurg, Meyer, Morrow, 
Orr, Ray, Ross, Schofield, Stewart, Walker, 
Waller, Woolfolk,and Mr. President— 30. 

Absent on leave — Messrs. Hall of B., Phil- 
lips, and Pipkin. 

Paired off — Messrs. Gravelly, Linton, 
Moas, and Norton. 

Mr. RiTCHET. I move to reconsider the 
vote just taken and to lay the ordinance upon 
the table. 

On being submitted to the vote it was nega- 
tived. 

Mr. Hall of Randolph presented a message 
from the Governor, which was received with 
cheers. 

mb8saob from governor gamble to the 
state convention. 

Executive Mansion, 
Jefferson City, July 1, 1863. 

Gentlemen of the Convention : Tour Com- 
mittee presented me, on the evening of the 27th 
ult., your resolution in which you request me 
to withdraw my resignntion of the office of 
Governor which I communicated to you on the 
first day of your present session. 

This manifestation of continued public con- 
fidence, after two years of a stormy and diffi- 
cult administration, cannot be otherwise than 
exceedingly grateful to me. 

The reason which I assigned for tendering 
my resignation was, that I had been chosen by 
you to the position of Governor at the time 
when the only danger we apprehended was 
that of being overrun and subdued by the sol- 
diery and supporters of the rebel Confederacy ; 
that such danger was now over, and the con- 
dition of Missouri was fixed as a loyal State 
in the Union. In other words, all that you 
had asked me to do had been performed, and 
therefore I was at liberty to consult my own 
feelings and retire from office. 

The request contained in your resolution in- 
volves the idea that I am to undertake a new 
labor — that labor can be nothing less than that 
I shall endeavor to restore order and the su- 
premacy of civil government over the discord- 
ant elements at work within the State. It may 
be difficult to accomplish the task. It can be 
accomplished only by the earnest, hearty co- 
operation of all who are interested in the real 
welfare of the State. In this work there is no 
room for the influence of party spirit. The 
discord of a family must cease when their 
dwelling is on fire, until they have extinguish- 
ed the fire. When the State is restored to in- 
ternal quiet, we may resume our patty disputes 
about men and measures. In times of peace, 



such disputes are not dangerous, but rathef 
tend to the purity and permanence of the gov- 
ernment 

The work of restoring order within the 
State is one which will subject me to even 
more vile and unmeasured calumnies, which 
have been continually heaped upon me ever 
since the peqple lost their fear of being over- 
come by the rebels. In patient silence I have 
borne these assaults in the past, with the means 
of easy vindication in my possession ; and if it 
is my duty to the State to continue to expose 
myself to the detraction of bad men, I must 
encounter their attacks in the path duty points 
out They shall never move me from that path. 

Is it, then, my duty to the State to continue 
in office until quiet is restored ? Tour demand 
upon me is entitled to great consideration, be- 
cause it is the expression of the judgment of a 
majority of the body with which I have here- 
tofore acted with perfect harmony. Added to 
that are the numerous requests of citizens in 
different parts of the SUte. Still further, it is 
the judgment of the Commanding General of 
this Department that my services will be of 
great vaiue to him in aiding him in his work 
of pacifying the State. 

And yet again I called you together to de- 
vise and adopt a scheme upon which our 
slaves are to be emancipated ; and you have 
performed the duty, and made in the name of, 
and for the people, a sacrifice, the magnanimi- 
ty of which has not often been witnes^d in 
the history of nations. I have taken part in 
your deliberation and action upon this great 
question, and during its progress I made the 
declaration in yonr presence, that, if some 
scheme was not adopted, I could not consent 
to hold oMce ; thereby giving a kind of assur* 
ance that I would continue to act if you would 
adopt a scheme of emancipation. And thisoe- 
cured after your resolution was passed, and 
designed to get some support to the cause of 
emancipation. To some extent I may be un- 
derstood to have committed myself to continue 
in office, at least while the State is disturbed and 
the administration of ordinary civil govern- 
ment is interrupted. I always try to redeem 
my pledges. I therefore withdraw my resig- 
nation, and will again involve myself in the 
cares and perplexities of office ; not to be, as the 
sagacioiu President of the United Slates re- 
gards me, the head of a faction, but an officer 
of the State above all party influences, and 
careless of everything but the interests of the 
State. H. R. Gamrlb. 
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Mr. Brbokihridoe. I move that fire thou- 
sand copies of the message of the Governor be 
printed for general circulation. 

Mr. Drakb. It will be printed in all the pa^ 
pers of the State, and the extra copies will ner- 
er find readers. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 

Mr. Shbblst. I move that this Convention 
do adjourn this day, at 11 o'clock ▲. m., sine die. 

Carried. 

Mr. BoGT. I move that a resolution of thanks 
be tendered to the President, the Secretary, 
and the Clerk. 

Mr. Gantt. The Secretary and Clerk have 
performed their duties very much to the satis- 
faction of the Convention ; but it is wholly out 
of order to render thanks to the paid officers of 
any body. 

Mr. How. I beg leave to move the follow- 
ing: 

Resolved f That the thanks of the Convention 
are hereby tendered to the Hon. R Wilson for 
the dignified manner in which he has discharg- 
ed the duties of his office. His impartiality 
and kindness will long be remembered by the 
members of the Convention. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Bbeckinridqb. In some remarks I had 
the honor to make to this body, on an early day 
of the session, I said that if this Convention 
adopted a system of emancipation, I should 
deem it my duty, in case no one else did so, to 
offer resolutions asking from Congress the re- 
demption of its pledge to make an appropria- 
tion for the compensation of loyal slaveholders, 
who, under that ordinance, should lose their 
slaves. I now desire to introduce such resolu- 
tions, and to express the hope that they will, if 
possible, be passed unanimously. Whatever 
views gentlemen of the Convention may have 
entertained heretofore as to the policy of such 
grants of aid by Congress, now that the State 
of Missouri has determined to emancipate her 
slaves, and we are unable to provide means out 
of our own resources to compensate loyal slave- 
holders, who, as the result of our action shall 
lose their slaves, I take it for granted there 
will be no olijection to receiving such assistance 
as Congress may be willing to give, provided 
the funds so appropriated are properly applied. 
I ask tliat the resolutions may be read by the 
Secretary. 

'^Whebbas, the Congress of the United 
States did, by resolution, approved April 10, 
A. D. 1862, declare ' That tlie United States 
ought to co-operate with any State which may 



adopt a gradual abolishment of slavery, giving 
to sucli State aid, to be used in its discretion, to 
compensate for the inconvenience, public and 
private, produced by such change of system'; 
and whereas the people of the State of Mis- 
souri, confiding in the pledge thus made by the 
National Legislature, have, by ordinance, pro- 
vided for the emancipation of all slaves within 
the State on the fourth day of July, A. D. 
1870 ; and whereas, by reason of the burden 
of debt Incurred in past years, and by reason 
of the depreciation in the value of property, 
and the impoverishment of her people, caused 
by rebellion, which, with un£Edtering loyalty 
she has struggled to overthrow, the State of 
Missouri is unable, out of her own unaided re- 
sources, to provide adequate compensation; 
therefore, 
** Beit resolved by the People of the State of Mi»- 

souri in Chnvention assembled, as fallows : 

"1. That it is the just expectation of the 
people of Missouri that the Congress of the 
United States will make provision for giving 
them aid to * compensate for the inconvenience, 
public and private, produced by this change of 
system.' 

" 2. That justice to that portion of the loyal 
citizens of the State of Missouri, who, under 
the ordinance now adopted, shall lose their 
property, requires that Congress shall provide 
a sufficient sum, to be applied under such just 
conditions as may be imposed, for their com- 
pensation. 

" 8. That it is especially proper that this 
should be done, since the controlling induce- 
ment to the adoption of the policy of emanci- 
pation, with many of the citizens of the State 
of Missouri, was their desire to demonstrate 
conclusively their fixed and unalterable devo- 
tion to the Union. 

"4. That the Governor of this State be, and 
he is hereby requested to transmit properly 
authenticated copies of the foregoing resolu- 
tions to the President of the United States, and 
to the presiding officers of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives of the United States.' 

Mr. Gantt. I am opposed to any such res- 
olutions. We have not acted in this matter 
with any reference to compensation to be made 
by Congress. At the last session of Congress, 
that body failed to do anything which would 
enable the Legislature to act ; the Convention 
thereupon came forward, and upon its own re- 
sponsibility the State of Missouri has done that 
for which Congress refUsed to pave the way. 
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Is it to be supposed thftt that irhioh Crngress 
irould not do to procure this act of emaDcipa- 
tioB, it will do now that an ordinance of eman- 
cipation has been passed ? It is preposterous 
and idle to expect such a thing ; and I am rery 
unwilling that Missouri should go, ci^ in hand, 
to ask for any such appropriation. 

Mr. Drake. I take leave to say that, under 
no possible circumstances, would I Tote for 
such a resolution as this. It contains state- 
ments which I consider inconsistent with our 
knowledge of this State, and with the history 
of its people. I say that the people of this 
State did not proride for emancipation because 
of any pledges made by the National Legisla- 
ture. The delegates of the people in this Con- 
vention have been driven by public sentiment 
to do this act to-day, and there are men in this 
Ck>nvention who have voted for this act who 
would not, on any consideration, have done so 
had not public sentiment driven them to it 
even against their oWu convictions and desires ; 
but that public sentiment has never been based 
for one instant upon any pledge made by the 
Congress of the United States. 

The first resolution declares that it is the just 
expectation of the people of Missouri that the 
Congress of (he United States will make pro- 
vision for giving aid to compensate for the 
inconvenience, public and private, produced 
by this change of system. I ask, sir, why 
gentlemen did not couple that with their plan 
of emancipation, and express in their ordi- 
nance that it was based upon the pledge of 
Congress, and that the just expectation of the 
people was that Congress would give us money 
for doing it ? Yon never did it with any such 
just expectation, and if the last Congress would 
not give it to you, no other will. There never 
was any such expectation at the foundation of 
this act of the Convention. 

Again, sir, what justice would there be in 
asking compensation for the loyal citizens of 
the State of Missouri, wbo^ under the ordinance 
adopted, will lose their property; and when 
that compensation came, provided it did, in- 
stead of distribi.ting it solely to the loyal slave 
owners, your disloyal citizens, now rebels in 
arms, your bushwhackers and guerrillas, would 
come up and prove their loyalty, and pocket 
the greater part of the money which the Con- 
gress might appropriate for this purpose? I 
say, therefore, there is no demand upon us here 
to ask the nation for compensation for doing 
what a majority of the people In this State this 
day demand sbdli be done wihout compensa- 



tion. I do not want the loyal people of Mis- 
souri-^the true Union people of Missouri — to 
stand before the world in this positton, to go 
before the loyal people of the nation, and beg 
them to pay for negroes that are to be set free 
seven years hence, only to be transmitted into 
bondmen, many of them for life, and many 
others for a service of many long years, and 
who might, under other circumstances, be free. 
Mr. Hall of Randolph. Were I a member 
of Congress, before I would vote to appropri- 
ate money to abolish slavery in Missouri, I 
would prefer to see every slave in the State 
emancipated without a cent of compensation ; 
and before I would vote for the principle that 
the Federal Government has a right to inter- 
fere with the domestic Institutions of this State, 
I would prefer to forfeit our right to all slave 
property in the State ; and I will not vote for 
Congress to do that which, if they do, will make 
the restoration of this Union hopeless, or. If it 
be restored, will end in a totally different form 
of government to that which we now have. 
So far as I possess any influence I shall oppose 
this proposition. As to the expression that 
certain members of <his Convention have been 
driven to support the ordinance of emancipa- 
tion, I would reply that they have not been 
driven to do so by public sentiment, but they 
have been driven by circumstances that reflect 
disgrace npon those who have driven them to 
it. What has been the condition of things in 
Missouri for the past eight months, and until 
within the last two weeks? The military 
commander has been the exponent of every 
violation of the law, has fostered and encour- 
aged a spirit of resistance to and the violation 
of the laws of this State, and has given en- 
couragement to the worst and most lawless 
characters of this State, who claim it as a 
merit that they have violated the laws of the 
country. These men, emboldened by this en- 
couragement, and thinking that they were to 
be protected and maintained In lawlessness by 
the military power here, have violated the 
rights of the people of this State with impu- 
nity ; while the conservative element of this 
State has been discarded and disheartened^ 
feeling that if they undertook to resist this 
lawlessness they might be charged with re- 
sisting the power of the Oovernment to which 
they were attached. We have been driven by 
the influence that that military commander 
gave to this spirit of lawlessness in this State 
to seek alliances that would enable us to put it 
down. We have been driven, as a measure of 
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selMefence^ not only that respect might be 
paid to slave property, but to every kind of 
property, aod to the rights of persons} we 
have been driven by onr desire to protect so- 
ciety from enemies of this character. Public 
sentiment, indeed 1 calling the feuds of that 
class public sentiment 1 To call this bad, bold 
spirit of mob violence public sentiment, is a 
disgrace to the name. 

Mr. BaxcKiNRiD9x. My colleagae (Mr. 
Oantt) speaks of the resolutions I have intro> 
duced as having the effect, if adopted, of 
placing the State of Missouri in the attitude 
of going cap in hand to soii it compensation 
from Congress for the emancipation of her 
slaves. I c rtainly do not desire to place the 
State of Missouri in the position of a mendi- 
cant, nor can these resolutions possibly have 
that effect. Congress pledged itself to aid us 
on certain conditions. We. have complied witU 
those conditions, and I propose now to ask 
Congress to perform its part of the contract. 

My colleague (Mr. Drake) says the language 
employed in the resolutions is inaccurate, in 
stating that the people of Missouri confided in 
the pl<>dg^ tf Congress. If t • resolutions 
stated that we had emancipated the slaves of 
Missouri from no other motive than that we 
confided in the pledge of Congress, his criti- 
cism would have been just} but the resolutions 
contain no such statement. We certainly did 
confide in the pledge of Congress } we cer- 
tainly did not consider it an empty promise, 
Dever intended to be kept — (was that the gen- 
tleman's view of it?) — and though it was far 
from being the only inducement to our action, it 
certainly did powerfully stimulate and strength- 
en the sentiment of the people of the State in 
faror of emancipation, and wss largely infla- 
ential in producing the result we have attained. 
Hence I insist the language is well chosen, and 
accurately states the facts. My colleague is 
in error in saying that it is not the just expec- 
tation of the people of Missouri that Congress 
will make provision for compensation, accord- 
ing to its pledge. I cannot state of how large 
a proportion of the people of the State it is 
true, but I do know that it is the expectation 
of many thousands of them that Congress will 
perform that which it has promised; and not 
only have I a just, but a confident expectation, 
that if they ask properly, they will receive it. 

It is a perfectly sufficient answer to the sug- 
gestions of my colleague — that, if Congress 
should make an appropriation, it would- enur^ 
to the benefit of disloyal as well as loyal per- 



sons, and that many might be compensated, 
who, under the provisions of the ordinance 
adopted, will not lose the services of their 
slaves — to call attention to the fact, which, in 
the heat of his opposition, he has overlooked, 
that the resolutions, in terms, contemplate com- 
pensating those only who shall absolutely lose 
their slaves, and those only who are loyal ; and 
still f arther,they ask for the application of such 
aid as may be given, under such conditions as 
Congress may iii> ose; so that even if there 
were danger of such abuses as my coUeagne 
anticipates, it is within the scope of the resolu- 
tions, and perfectly within the power of Con- 
gress, to guard against them. 

I would be glad to say more on this subject, 
and I desire particularly to notice the remarks 
of the gentleman from Randolph ( W. A. Hall) . 
but the limit of five minutes will n^t permit me 
to say more, nor can I properly ask its exten- 
sion at this late moment of the session. 

If time permitted, I should certainly press 
the passage of these resolutions, which 1 deem 
important, and which I am confident the large 
majority of this body would sustain. We are, 
however, within an hour of the time appointed 
for the final adjournment, and it will be very 
easy, if those who oppose them desire to do so, 
to prevent a vote by consuming the interval | 
and as I am unwilling that the chance of ob- 
taining aid from Congress should be preju- 
diced by a failure to adopt these resolutions, if 
pressed for pas9Sge, I will, with the permission 
of the Convention, withdraw them. 

The resolutions were accordingly with- 
drawn. 

Mr. McCoRMACK. I wish to Introduce a reso- 
lution in relation to the payment of the enrolled 
militia of the State. During the last session of 
the General Assembly of Missouri there was 
an act passed for the payment of the enrolled 
militia, and the Secretary and Auditor were 
instructed to prepare military defence war- 
rants, and which were accordingly provided, 
and should have been delivered over to the en- 
rolled militia; but from an oversight in the 
General Assembly, in not requiring that the 
Paymaster should countersign them, they were 
not in a condition to be used ; hence payment 
has never been made. 

Mr. Gaktt. I expected to vote sgalnst every 
measure of special legislation on the part of 
this body, but this seems to form an exception. 

The resolution was read three several times 
and adopted by the Convention. 
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Mr. Long. I beg to introdace the following 
resolution : 

'* Hesolvedy That it is for the best inter- 
ests of this State that Congress should enact 
such laws as shall be efficient for the re- 
moval of all slaves^ hereby emancipated^ 
beyond the limits of this State.'' 

Mr. Drakb, I move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. Birch. I deny to Congress any juris- 
diction whatever over this institution of do- 
mestic slavery, and such a view I have always 
held. I shall not ask Congress to make pro- 
vision for the paupers that will in all proba- 
bility be made by this ordinance. I vote aye, 

Mr. Sheelbt. I certainly will never vio- 
late my coi|^ictions by asking Congress to do 
anything of the kind. I vote aye. 

On motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
the vote was^ — ayes, 35; noes, 21. 

Mr. Breckinridge. Under the resolution 
providing that each member of the Convention 
should be furnished with three daily papers, 
most of the members preferred to take the St. 
Louis papers ; notwithstanding this, the editor 
of the Missouri Daily Times, published in this^ 
city, has each day laid upon the desks of the 
members a copy of his paper, containing a re- 
port of the proceedings of this body. This has 
been an accommodation to the members, inas- 
much as it has appeared in advance of the daily 
papers from St. Louis; and this has been done 
without any appropriation having been made. 

Mr. Gantt. And I hope that none will be 
made. Every member ordered the papers he 
desired, and three daily papers were quite suf- 
ficient. 

Mr. Breckinridob. The paper, I under, 
stand, has had a reporter here, whose reports 
on the whole have, I think, been accurate, and 
the paper has certainly been a great conve- 
nience to the members. It would be but just 
for this body to make the trifling appropria- 
tion asked to remunerate the publisher for the 
papers supplied here daily. 

Mr. Gantt. Just allow me to read the first 
leading article from this day's issue. [Reads.] 
That is a delectable journal to be distributed 
amongst uj*; and it is fof that we are asked to 
pay. If any gentleman ordered the Timesy the 
publisher has been paid for it; and if none 
were ordered, it is a tolerably accurate con- 
demnation of the paper and its sentiments. 



Mr. Foster. I move that J. J. Delahay be 
allowed $3 per diem for his services during the 
session of the Convention, and that the Chair- 
man of Accounts be hereby authorized to audit 
the same. — Carried. 

The hour having arrived for the adjournment 
of the Convention, the President closed the 
proceedings with the following remaiks : 

The President. I beg leave to return my 
sincere thanks to the members of the Conven- 
tion for the support and the manifestation of 
good will which they have given me upon the 
present occasion. We have labored two years, 
or more, together in a work supposed to be 
very important to the people of this Common- 
wealth. This Convention has labored assidu- 
ously and faithfully for the true interest of 
the people of Missouri; and now, whatever 
may be the desire pf any member of this body, 
we cannot escape the criticism of the histo- 
rian. Whether we will or not, the actions of 
this Convention must fill an important page in 
the history of Missouri and of the United 
States of America. I believe, gentlemen of 
the Convention, that the criticism of the his- 
torian will be favorable to the motives and 
the actions of a large majority of the mem- 
bers of this body. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, the final vote 
has disclosed to you that I have acted, in its 
present action, with the minority in relation 
to emancipation. My only desire, when I 
came here, was to secure to every individual 
on this floor his rights as a member of this 
body, to give to every one the largest liberty 
possible consistent with public order. This 
I have endeavored to do. 

The result of your labors, whatever that 
may be, we now give to the people. I hop« 
this ordinance that we have passed will give 
to the people of the State all we promised 
them. You have promised them peace, secu- 
rity and protection. If that shall be the re- 
sult of your deliberations, no man in this great 
State of Missouri will more sincerely rejoice 
than myself. I doubt whether this result will 
follow the action of this Convention for sev- 
eral reasons ; one of which, and perhaps the 
most prominent reason that operated in my 
mind, was, that we had been elected for a dif- 
ferent purpose, and that we had accomplished 
fully and faithfully the purpose for which we 
were elected. 

Bu^ allow we to say to you, gentlemen of 
tnis Convention, that I do not return to mj 
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home for the purpose of opposing the action of 
this body, or of uniting^ myself with anarchists^ 
revolutionists, Red Republicans, or any in- 
dividuals, by whatever name you call them, 
who propose to uproot the order of civiliza* 
tion itself. I shall give to the ordinance 
passed by this Convention that moral support 
which I shall deem necessary to secure the 
public order of the community in which I re- 
side. And let us all hope and trust that the 



action of the Convention upon this great occa- 
sion will bring peace, tranquillity, prosperity 
and happiness to a great people. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, I hope I have 
succeeded in my endeavor, as presiding officer 
of this body, to give to every gentleman on this 
floor all the rights which I deemed he was en- 
titled to. I now close the sessions of this Con- 
vention, and pronounce it adjourned without 
date. [Cheers.] 
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SPEECH OF THE KOTST. JAMES H. BIBCH, 



Omitted in Seventh Day's rroeeedinge, June 22, 1863. 



Mr. Birch. I regret, Mr. President, that the 
gentleman from Cedar should haye felt himself 
called upon to address to us so ungracious an 
insinuation as the one which fell from him 
just preyious to our acyoumment; but, as I 
happen to be prepared to repel it, it is perhaps 
as well that the issue should be accepted and 
decided here — so far at least as the facts in the 
case may haye an influence upon the proposi- 
tion now pending. 

Mr. GRAyELLT. I assure the gentleman from 
Clinton that, in the remarks alluded to, I had 
no reference to him whateyer. 

Mr. Birch. Will the gentleman, then, be 
kind enough to state to whom, or to what class 
of candidates, such remarks were intended to 
applj t 

Mr. Gravbllt. To no one in particular, 
but to the pro-slavery party in general. 

Mr. Birch. Very well; as I belong " to the 
pro-slavery party in general,*' and was one of 
the Congressional "candidates who did not 
get votes enough to procure a certificate of 
election upon," and as I am quite willing that 
my own case shall stand as a specimen of the 
manner in which myself and others were pre- 
vented from ** getting votes enough" to elect us, 
the gauntlet so unreservedly thrown down by 
the gentleman will be taken up, and the ques- 
tion at least so disi^osed of as to relieve ** the 
pro-slavery party in general" and myself in 
particular, from all similar depreciations in the 
future. 

It so happened, Mr. President, that, at the 
time of the late guerrilla raid into my county 
town, there was deposited in the Treasurer's 
safe such depositions as had been taken, in re- 
spect to the manner in which the election can- 
vass had been carried on in my district, and 
that these depositions were restored to a friend 
of mine in the manner that other private papers 
were to other gentlemen. That will, of course 
explain why the seals have been broken, and 
why I am able to read them here, before read- 
ing them in Washington ; and will not, I pre- 
' Bume, detract from their authenticity or valid- 



ity, whether here or there. Why I brought 
them with me I can scarcely tell, except upoa 
the vague premonition that there might be, in a 
body of ninety-nine delegates, some one as ill- 
informed or as inconsiderate as the gentleman 
from Cedar, albeit his general bearing amongst 
us has been that of an intelligent, courteous 
and just man. 

As such, I haye no fears that he will repeat 
the injustice of which I have so much reason to 
complain, after he has had an opportunity to 
listen to, and, if it be his pleasure, to inspect 
the testimony in this case. Further, sir, (and 
that is the only 2e;^tVtmate excuse that can be pat 
forward for reading such a mass of testimony,) 
no just minded man shall hereafter have even 
an excuse for pretending that such an election 
as the last one fVimished such results as in any 
respect to guide a majority of us hei^ ; but, as 
I think, the exact reverse. 

Mr. Smith of St. Louis. I rise to a point of 
order, Mr. President. It will be remembered 
that I gave way to enable the gentleman from 
Clinton to make a personal explanation. I ob- 
ject, however, to the reading of such a mass of 
depositions. 

The Chair. The gentleman from Clinton 
has not asked that the papers should be read 
by the Secretary, whereby they would form 
part of the records of the Convention. It is 
his right, however, to read such portion of 
them himself as he may deem necessary to his 
explanation or argument, and that is all I un- 
derstand he proposes to do. 

Mr. Birch. Certainly, sir; and it need 
scarce be added that the necessity for reading 
any portion of this testimony, originally, and 
still, intended for another forum, cannot be 
more irksome or distasteful to others than it 
;vill be to myself. In such times, however, as 
unhappily confront and surround us, no man 
should shrink from the requirements of duiy^ 
however unpleasant its performance, or bow- 
evt>r subjecting him to criticisms which would 
otherwise be so sedulously avoided. I propose 
therefore to at least so fu refer to the jadiciai 
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eTidenoe which has been taken in my own dis- 
trict as to demonstrate that the last election, 
before the results of which it is claimed we 
should bow ourselres as in submission to the 
legitimate expression of the popular judgment 
and the popular will, was not a " free'^ and fair 
election, and that it should be spurned and re- 
probated, instead of being in any sense deferred 
to In our action here. 

Before entering upon an exposition of the 
ijfsUm of "terrorism" then inaugurated, if not 
yet kept up, it may be appropriate to -remark 
that your records of the last session contain all 
I shall perhaps ever desire to say in respect to 
the Gubernatorial aspect which was giren to 
that election, resulting, as it did by our action 
here, in relieving the pro-sUvery candidate for 
Qoyemor from Airther service in that depart- 
ment of duty, whereby he was .at liberty to 
transfer himself to the more narrow precincts 
of a canvass for Congress. But for this, sir, 
there can be no immodesty in the assumption 
that his friends and himself would have con- 
stituted to-day the governing party of the State. 
Enough of this, however, except to add that 
we have at least escaped the risk of i^overning 
so unwisely or infirmly, as to be content at last 
with the mere title of authority, at a time when, 
of all others, we should stand tenaciously upon 
all its prerogatlpee. 

Coming, without further preliminary, to the 
combined injustice and terrorism which ren- 
dered the elections in many sections of the 
State the opprobrium of the people, instead of 
the <<free'' and unconstrained expression of the 
majority of them, I will read, firstly, from the 
Missouri Republican of the 14th of October 
last, the statement which was prcfix«'d to the 
proceedings of a public meeting which was 
held in Carrollton on the 2d of that month— 
the whole authenticated by the signature of 
the Secretary, as follows : 

"Carroll Coontt, Mo., Oct. 6, 1862. 
'< On Thursday, the 2d instant, Judge Birch 
Twlted Carrollton, Mo.^ and addressed the peo- 
ple^ urging his claims for a seat in Congress. 
His audience, with a few exceptions, was com- 
posed of rebels, and, of course, he made a first 
rate secession speech. When about half 
through, Capt. Wakefield Stanley, command- 
iag the post at this place, deeming his speech 
calcnlated to fan afresh the flames of rebellion 
and bushwhacking in this section, ordered him 
to atop his secession speech, and, further, gave 
him orders to make no more speeches in Car- 
roll county. All loyal men, and even some 



secessionists, who are disgusted with guerrilla 
warfare, approved of Capt. Stanley's course. 
Birch, fearing he was in danger (and perhaps 
he was) from the insulted militia, immediately 
left the county. 

" On the next day the citizens of Carrollton 
and vicinity held an indignation meeting. 
William Sinnard, Esq , was called to the 
chair, and George Pattison appointed Secre- 
tary. A committee was appointed to draft 
resolutions denouncing the course of Judge 
Birch," &c. 

Before reading from the proceedings of this 
pretended '^ indignation meeting '' of '< the cili* 
zene of Carrollton and vicinity," (the exact 
character of which I will not here stop to ex- 
pose,) it is perhaps proper to state, as the 
resolutions themselves will bear corroborative 
testimony, that at the time I was forbidden to 
speak further I was in the midst of an argu- 
ment in opposition to the President's procla- 
mation — assigning reasons why I should be 
constrained to vote against furnishing either 
men or money to cairy on such a war as would 
inevitably be fastened upon the country, and 
cut off the last hope of constitutionally re- 
uniting it, if it come to be waged upon the 
basis foreshadowed in that document. Need 
I ask, Mr. President, whether, as a citizen 
eligible to a seat in Congress, I had a right Co 
lay before the people, who had the right to 
vote for me, the reasons why I would support 
certain executive measures, and oppose others? 
May I not, indeed, more appropriately inquire 
whether such a right was ever denied before 
even in thought, much less in action — and least 
of all by the menaces of arms 1 Of course 
the answer to such an inquiry suggests an aU 
mo5t indefinite, indignant and withering elabo- 
ration j and when the hustings shall again 
become *'free," as they must become before 
either the question of reunion, or the subordi- 
nate question of emancipation, can be properly 
decided by the people, it will of course require 
no art of rhetoric to make every man feel that 
such an invasion of a popilar and a constitu- 
tional aiouT strikes down his rights — all 
rights, indeed, that arc regarded as even irou' 
blesome to the regime of the mititary, which the 
Constitution expressly ordains shall be subordi- 
nate to the civil power 1 It Is but necessary, 
indeed, to read the reeolutous adopted at this 
military meeting, (for such, to all praetieal 
intents, it was,) to perceive that it was Intended 
to overawe the people in opposition to their 
will I and the result of the election, tl which 
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I received but seven votes, simply demonstrated 
the effect of the military outlawry they fore- 
shadowed, as follows : 

^^Resolvedy That though many of us look upon- 
the late proclamation of President Lincoln as 
inexpedient; it is with pain we see James H. 
Birch, and secession demagogues generally, 
giving said proclamation an importance it did 
not merit, and using it in a manner calculated 
to excite uninformed young men, and to urge 
them into rebellion. 

^'Resolved, That we recognize in said Birch a 
decided secessionist, and shall, for all purposes, 
.hold his supporters as secessionists. 

"Resolved, That the thanks of the Union men, 
and friends of peace generally, are due to Capt. 
Wakffield Stanley, for stoppit'g Birch's seces- 
sion harangue, and forbidding his speaking in 
Carroll county.*^ 

So much for the resolutions of this pretended 
<' indignation meeting,'' which I will not fur- 
ther dignify than to state, that they were as 
utterly false in their accusations against me 



as they were audacious and despotic in refer- 
ence to my supporters. They had the designed 
effect, however, not only in that county, but in 
the adjoining counties, where they were read 
and endorsed, of so overawing the people and 
muzzling their voices, that my competitor, toAo 
was specially defended and commended in one of 
the previous resolutions, received a majority of 
the votes that were given, and thus obtained 
a certificate of election to Congress ! 

Even in his own county, as everywhere else, 
that competitor was reduced to the necessity of 
appealing to the/ear« of the people, instead of 
their confidence or good will ; and as the elec- 
tion day drew nearer and more loweringly upoA 
him, he wan constrained to throw off even hii 
previoosly ill-concealed disguises, in a public 
speech at the town of Russellville, where he 
knew his counlymen were "deeul against Aim''— 
it being testified to in the depositions that ha 
there descended »o low as to openly denounce 
me as *< a traitor, ^f • and to proclaim that the 
"disloyal list-* was the place for any and 
every man who supported me I 



* ROTS BT MK. B., JULY 28. 

As denoting the only pretence of exonse for the calum- 
ny of this denunciation, it is requested that the eon- 
eluding paragraphs of Judge Dunn's deposition (as taken 
by GoTemor King, on the 9th and 10th of March last) 
may be appended to my remarks of yesterday. Whether, 
in the estimation of any person, such a position as a can- 
didate for Congress should constitute me " a traitor," and 
fut^t my supporters to the punishments with whieh 
they were thus and otherwise oflBcially menaced, it is 
quite certain that they are the identical sentiments and 
opinions which were avowed in the circulars and the 
speeches of both my competitor and myself, vrhen we 
Were seeking positions hi this body. It is as littts doubt- 
ed ttiat they are yet in accordance with the sentiments 
and opinions of a large majority of the people of our Pis- 
tiict ; and that it was because my competitor had placed 
his reliance upon wholly different influences and elements^ 
and was hence forced upon wholly different ground^ that 
the necessity was folt of applying "tbi soeiws" to the 
"old time*' people in the manner detailed in the deposi- 
tions—many of mj friends being thereby driren to a se- 
cond choice, in the person of Mr. Samuel, whilst the great 
mis}ority of them submitted, in preference, to that total 
d^^ree of disfranchisement which left the District less 
than half poUedj and wholly misrepresenttd .' Wheve all 
this is to end {or hoto) let every true Democrat answer for 
himself. £mboldened by the success of the experiment 
In Missouri, it may become the rule of elections hereafter, 
•specially in States or districts where all other means may 
teem Impotent for the purpose of carrying throogh an 
obnoxious policy. Be this as it may, It need scarce be 
added that it can never beoome the rule of bioht, tiie 
rule of LAW, ttM rule of the OoirsTiTUTioif , or the rightfiil 
"Rule or tsb PBOPLE," but will be in ITSELF A 
BBTOLUTION, beyond the hope of all peaceful re- 
dress. I will but add, therefore, as practically illustra- 



ting the diOsreBce between the grsal principle of repre^ 
sentation and «nts-representatlon, that before / could 
have thus conspired to repress the voice of the people, 
and thereby win a position to countenance any measure 
in dejianee of their will, I would have had to sear mj 
conscience to the dreadftil treason against free govem- 
menft—that the blood and the treasure whkh they had a 
right to represent in their balloU for a OoagTeesman« 
should not count against my own lust of dominion or oi 
place— tJid this, it is respectfiUy submitted, must be the 
ultimate conclusion of all dlspasdonate reflection. As to 
my ** loyalty," in the expression of such opinions, I need 
of course but repeat theooocludlng utteraaoes of our flisl 
day's session when <q>poslng another mmndged panaoee 
for *' restoring the Union ;" and thus respectfully defy, 
in the future as in the past, all legitimate criticism— axx 
criticism, Indeed, which respects either the dIstributUm 
of oiflAorily infhe Oovemment, or the right of the p eople 
to control its exercise. 

The deposition of Judge Dunn concludes as fbUows, — 
being ** the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth,"— and I stanb tbibk tit ; not where flippant and 
interested slanderers have placed me, but where the apt 
and true statement of my competi t or's chocenwimssshea 
placed me, as foUews : 

KE-aXAlOlf ATIOH BT OOSnSTIB. 

** Q. Wen there not other Mntfanei&ts, in addltica to 
those drawn out [by the contestant] on the cross-exam- 
ination, that were calculated to render the Secesskmlate 
exultant, to obtain their fovor, and secure thehr votes ? If 
so, state what they were. 

"A. The parts hi the speeches of the said BIreh whieh 
were the meet wansly applauded by tlie Seoassionlflta, 
was his sevsie denunciations of the Abolitionists of the 
North ; his condemnation of the Emancipation Prod*- 
mation of the President, and his avowal that, as a mem* 
ber of Oongress, he would not vote men or money tooMix 
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Yet fbrtiier, Mr. President, it was either so 
Airanged beforehand, or so Hmppmedf (just as 
you choose,) that one of his military support- 
ers, who was present in " full official costume," 
and wIk) had previously ftamished the names 
of many oitiaens for the " list,' alluded to, 
chimed in with the ezdanation and pledge, 
** Yes, Oorernor, and I wHl put any man on the 
disloyal list who Totes for him I " When it is 
remembered, gentlemen, that to be recorded 
upon the *< disloyal list" in those times was 
equiralent to " military assessments," " press- 
ings," " bondings," " quartering upon them," 
and " breaking them up generally,** it will not be 
wondered at that the same intelltgrat and np- 
right deponent concludes his deposition with 
the statement, so abundantly Teriiled ttom other 
sources, that, from that period forward, my 
firiends became so discouraged as not only to 
giye up the county to the supporters of the 
miUtmry candidate, but that great numbers of 
them were so oTerawed, in the end, as to feel 
constrained to vote for him, in order thereby 
the more surely to prevent the annc^anoes 
«nd wrongs which they were impressed would 
otherwise be visited upon them— even to ban- 
i9hmeiat 

But why public these Canrollton proceedings 
unless the more extendedly to accomplish the 
purpose they did accomplish? It is in testi- 
mony by a gentleman whose business led him 
to travel through the district shortly after pub- 
lication, that they constituted everywhere the 
very textwU of the supporters of the military 
candidate — their endorsement by even tL portion 
of his more noisy supporters at the various 
posts being so held out and amplified in the 
conversations and denunciations of other "stri- 
kers'' as to include what was known of his 
judicial concurrence in support of them, and to 
but nahtraUy overawe whole neighborhoods of 
my frieBds-*good citiseBs and loyal voters, but 
fearing Ae anathemas which were hurled 
against the property, the liberty, and even the 



Uve» of those who voted fot me! I need, of 
course, no further dwell upon this mere devd- 
opment of the " system of terrorism" by which 
ahne I was defeated, than to add that in due 
time the hand of the destined beneficiary of the 
terrorism "forgot its cunning" in its desperct- 
tian and was found k$el/ upon ** the wires,*' 
where I have it westrioably impaled in more 
than half the depoNttons which are spread out 
before me. 

With su<^ a concurrence of testimony, run- 
ning already through every county in which I 
have taken deiA)sitionst and comprising mem 
of all politics, I am, of course, eontent that the 
eettijied member shall contiQue to take the de- 
positions of other witnesses to prove that, im 
what<% saw or heard, they had nothing to 
condemn, that being a grade of testimony 
which is not only in conflict with what I have 
proven, but which, in fin^t, so comes in as to 
impart to it additional and irresistible condw' 
tiveneu. 

These are but specimens, moreover, of the 
manner in which the public voice was over^ 
awed and repressed in my district. In no oouiIp 
ty of which (it may be repeated without im- 
modesty) could I have been outvoted, had it 
not been for the "military terrorism" whidk 
was thus or similarly brought to bear against 
me. I will, however, so far respect the disin- 
clination which has been manifested against 
reading such an array of testimony as I have 
already taken, (to say nothing of the addition- 
al volume T propose yet to take,) as to call at- 
tention to a single deposition, and that the 
shortest one in the sixty pages now before me. 
It will be found very much to the point, how- 
ever, and will perhaps as well explain how my 
friends were overawed in Saline county, aa 
they were im Carroll and Bay. In Carroll, they 
were to be treated, "for ail purposes, as Se- 
cessionists;" in Rag, they were to be placed 
upon the "disloyal list;" whilst in SaUne, at 
will be seem by those who will listen to the 



on the war under the Bmancipatlon Proclsmatioa of the 
President, and that he was In faTor of trying to settle our 
iroobles upon the basis of the Crittenden Comprofnise, <^ 
•ometbhig of that sort, [whleh the eontestee at that tlMo 
opposed,] and that if tfaatefllwt MM, Ibat sooner tktm 
atumpt to cany out the policy of the Bmaneipation Pro- 
elamation, he woold be in fayor of some arrangement by 
which the belligerents would part in peace, Mid tlie fra- 
tricidal war be ended.'* 

Wbether the ^eontestee'* has a0ain so "ohaaged hto 
ImsB or operations" astobereoUy '*ftUli«baek» tipeii 
this old and coBunon ground of " Coostitatkmal Un- 

29 



ionism," and if so, how long it will be before his desiio 
to capture a new " supply train" may constrain liim 
a^ain to " change his base'* taettct, may, of course bo 
left to tho deye l opfa a ents of tho ftotnre. Be this as ft may, 
his hMeiy for the liafe irarteen years k at least a tnH 
ficient premonition that his taian status will be "Just as 
it happens ;'' or, In other words, that he will eonsistsntly 
eontinne to 



" Wrigsle in and wrinle out, 
AndleaTe the people str 
Whether tbe snilDs tba* 
Was trareUing North or coming back. 



I people Btni m doubt, 
* ha* made the ti 
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deposidon of Mr. Lightfoot, (and of which I am 
offered the most ample corroborations,) they 
were to be arretted and punished as traitors I 
Hear the deposition : 

" About the middle of October last, Lieut. 
Col. William A. Wilson^ in command of the 
militia of Salina county, put up at the ' Seda- 
lia House/ of which I am clerk. The conver- 
•ation turning upon the aubtject of tbe Con- 
gressional election then pending in the Sixth 
Congressional District, Col. Wilson publicly 
declared his intention to arrest any man in Bmt 
line county who voted for Judge Birch, as a 
TRAiTOB, and PUNISH him as a traitor." 

Of course, Mr. President^ I will not so far 
s' forget what is due to tbe patient coortesy and 
intelligence of this body as to waste a mo- 
ment in eZadoroiing auch a deposition as this 
Is— the result of which and similar outgivings 
having been, that the great body of the people 
of that county (nearly all, indeed, who would 
otherwise have supported me) were overawed 
- and discouraged from the polls — not so much, 
In many places^ by any misconduct of the sol- 
diers ihim*elv€9f as from the general impres- 
aion which had but naturally resulted from 
•uch declarations and proceedings as I have 
proven and adverted to, that no man could vote 
for me, either with safety to his person or 
property I And yet I am twitted, here in my 
place, as one of *' tbe pro*>slavery candidates 
who did not get votes enough to elect them I '' 
whereby to impair, if possible, the little influ- 
ence which might otherwise attach to my ut- 
terances here. 

In the county of Caldwell the overawing was 
no less effectual*-only a little different and a 
Httle more complicated — as is shown in an- 
other and a much longer deposition, which is 
at the service of the gentleman from Cedar, or 
any other delegate i and I have such informa- 
tion from the remaining counties as to equally 
demonstrate, that whenever testimony may be 
safely and properly takem in them, it will be 
proven, not by traitors, but by <u upright and 
as loycd men at ever supported the ConstUution 
of the United States ^ that my name was simi- 
larly cast out as " a raAiToa," and that they 
and other friends were syatematically frowned 
from the polls, locked up in military prisons, 
or driven from the State. 

It was such men as these, sir, whose only 
crime has been the admission of such '^ sympa- 
thies with the people of tbe Southern States" 
as we ALL placed upon our records at our first 
session — it was the thousands such as these. 



the most of whom, for mlHtary reasons, had 
been enrolled on the so-called " disloyal list,'' 
but who were still as clearly entitled to citi- 
zenship and to voTB as you or I were, who 
were nevertheless so menaced and overawed 
by the judicial and military contrlvings and 
coNSTaacTiONs which are unravelled and set 
for^ in these depositions, as to cut me off 
with less than 3,000 votes out of more thsA 
thrice that number who would have otherwise 
honored me with their suffrages. As the subtle 
engineer of this combined and double ** terror- 
ism" is not here to speak for himself, I for- 
bear any further allusion to the judicial ma- 
chinery he so adroitly wielded in conjunction 
with it— especially over that half of the die* 
trict in which he even tbt presides as judge— 
than to repeat that be so spake in his addressee 
as to deter whole neighborhoods from voting 
for me under the terror of indictments for pek- 
JURY — that being the additional penalty which 
he affected to consider would attach to the act 
of taking the Convention oath to vers, by 
those who had been compelled to enrol on the 
so-called <' disloyal list I " Thankful that out- 
rages thus dishonoring and unparalleled have 
as yet but deprived me of the ceetipicate of 
election, may it not be tnisted that until Con- 
gress decides that my friends were/olWy dealt 
by, such a defeat will not be further alluded 
to, even in quasi recognition, here ? 

It would perhaps un become me to spesk 
more emphatically or elaborately than I have 
done, however tempted to do so upon tbe in- 
sinuations I have been called to repel, and 
upon the record T have already procured in 
places where the people are not even yet 
afraid to testify, for the continuing reason 
which made them fear to vote. As, therefore, 
the competitor who succeeded against me by the 
suggestion and the employment of such appli- 
ances is not here to answer for himself, I shall 
say no more of the Judicial role which was 
played by htm in connection with the miliUNry 
" terrorism '* which it was his duty, as an aid- 
de-camp to the Governor, to everywhere re- 
press ; but this I will say, in conclusion, and 
with all the responsibility which can attach to 
such a declaration, whether here or elsewhere, 
that from the testimony already in my possee- 
sion, and that which I am so abundantly prom- 
ised whenever it may be given without the 
fear of either judicial or military vengeance, 
it is scarce possible to conceive of an election 
to Congress upon a canvass more utterly igno« 
ble in its original reliances, inore dishonoring 
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Id all its sabsequentlj coDcarrinfi; incidtnU, or 
more dUgractifuUif yftiatinfp in every eleme&t 
which respected either the faimeai or the Ta- 
Udity of the ballot. 

When, therefore, before the proper tribunal, 
I shall have made this as apparent to the rep^ 
lesentatives of other districts as it is conceded 
to be by the intelligent and the upright of mil 
parties in my own district, I shall feel that in 
thus essaying to restore to them the freeman's 
right to vte^-'in procuring for them, as it 
were, a mamdamiu to hold a *'free " and fair 
tleetion, and to send up a representative who 
will neither tax nor conscript them in opposi- 
tion to their consent, I shall have contributed 
as much to restore the peace of *' the Union," 
as the outlawry I complain of has done to em- 
bitter and to aggravate its complications. Of 
the citizen soldiery who were for the time so 
artfully exasperated and misled against me, I 
shall expect in like manner to receive THfiia 
thanks, (in lieu of their reproaches,) when it 
shall be demonstrated by events now rapidly 
maturing, who has been their sincere and 
STEADY friend, as well as the sincere and 
steady friend of thb " Union as it was.*' 

This being all I desire to place upon record 
here, and which, I doubt not, the gentleman 
from Cedar and others will be willing to ac- 
cept in lieu of his wholly mistaken assump- 
tion of the facts in the case, 1 have but to 
thank the Convention for the courtesy of its 
attention, which it is trusted I have in no re- 
spect abused or imposed upon. 

Whilst I am up, however, I may as well 
*'finUh off'* the matter to which I adverted in 
the conclusion of my remarks on Monday a 
week ago. As I then predicted, the proceed- 
ings of " public meetings " have been almost 
rained upon us for the past few days — all in- 
spired by the secret military circular from this 
city, which I caused to be read by the Secre- 
tary, and thu to be made a record of this Con- 
vention. Of these meetings, conceived in the 
purpose of overawing ua in our deliberations 
here, the proceedings of the one held at Lex- 
ington is probably a fair specimen. It has at 
least the sanction of high offieialtty, having 
been formally presented to this body by the 
gentleman from Camden, (the new member of 
Congress from this district,) read by our Sec- 
retary, and referred to the appropriate Com- 
mittee on Emancipation. 

As the county of Lafayette is neither in the 
Senatorial nor the Congressional district of the 
gentleman from Camden, the honor of present- 



ing the proceedings was of course conferred 
upon him for reasons which he will appreci- 
ate-— and which the ConventionwiW appreciate^- 
when I have exposed them as they deserve to 
be exposed. Since our adjournment for dinner 
there has been placed in my hands a copy of 
the JLexington Union of Saturday last, contain- 
ing a card 'Ho the public" in reference to this 
meeting, which I propose to submit to the Con- 
vention almost without comment, as indeed it 
embodies^ or at least wnggsatSy its own com- 
mentary. I know two of the committee who 
have signed this statement, and they are (as 
doubtless the others are) gentlemen of unex- 
ceptionable character, and withal tmaneipo' 
tionitis. One of them, now present in the gal- 
lery, informs me that there were exactly twen- 
ty-six persons present at the meeting (himself 
being one) — not quite one in a hundred of the 
voting population of Lafayette county | and 
yet even that small number of its citizens could 
not be brought to the extreme abolitionism of 
the Secretary, who thereupon made up in for^ 
gery what he lacked in fact / Such, sir, being 
perhaps a fair specimen of the meetings and 
proceedings with which we are plied ''to order** 
at this " turning point" of our deliberations, I 
shall simply read, as exposition of their ntter 
worth lessness, the card of General Yaughan 
and his associates, who have my unaffected 
condolence for the misfortune of having been 
caught in a gathering of this kind at all, but 
especially for the want of prudence into which 
they permitted themselves to be betrayed in the 
choice of a Secretary, After that, the gentle- 
man from Camden can toithdraw the simulated 
proceedings, should he think proper ; or they, 
and others like them, may be perpetuated upon 
our records, as mementoes of abolitionism^ 
which may be useful, in a different sense, 
" by and by." 

"to the public. 
"At a meeting of the Unconditional Union 
men, held in Lexington, the undersigned were 
appointed a committee to memorialize the Con- 
vention, and requested to submit their report at 
an adjourned meeting, which was held on the 
13lh of June, which they accordingly did. 
The memorial drawn by the committee pro- 
posed no plan of emancipation, and recom- 
mended no period at which it should go Into 
effect, but left the entire question to the pru- 
dence, wisdom and patriotism of the Conven- 
tion, simply suggesting that it be carried out 
at the earliest practical day which might be 
consistent with the interest of the State and 
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the well-being of tlie elast whose condiUon 
we songht to amehorate. We find in the Rt* 
jmbliean of the 18th of June a preamble and 
resolutions purporting to have been reported 
by that committee, in which we are made to 
recommend the first day of January, 1864, as 
the time to emancipate, and are farther made 
to demand compensation for the slares eman- 
cipated. We are also represented as asking 
the Convention to depose oar present Chief 
Magistrate, with the Lieutenant Governor and 
all the officers of the State, and order a general 
election. 



<'Tbe Secretary of the meeting has either 
Ignorantly or intentionally placed as in a false 
attitude before the public, and we take this 
mode of annoaneiog that we not only disclaim 
all agency in tiM getting ap of those resolu- 
tions, bat utterly repudiate the opiniona theiein 
expressed. We are anthorixed to say that the 
meeting itself did not endorse the resolutions 
published, and are not responsible for them. 

R. C. YAVOIVAlf, 

B. H. Wilson, 

F. COOLST, 

S. F. CVKBIS.'* 



B B It A T U M. 

On page 15 of " Journal/' in giving the Noei, on the motion of Mr. Hall of B., to lay 
on the table Mr. Eltzen's ordinance, nine names were omitted. The original Joaraal allows 
the following members voting in the negative : 

Nobs — Messrs. Baker, Bogy, Breckinridge, Broadhead, Bridge, 5u8h,J>rake of St.L., 
Eitzen, Foster, Gravelly, Henderson, Hitchcock, Holmes, Holt, Irwm, Isbell, Jackson, 
Kidd, Leeper, Linton, Marvin, McCIurg, McDovrell, Meyer, Morrow, Ort, Pomeroy, 
Rankin, Riichey, Schofield, Scott^ Shackelford of St. L., Smith of St. L., Stewart, aiid 
Walker— 35. 
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